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Trump Cites Slain Indian
Cop to Make Case for Wall
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New Documents Link
Huawei to Suspected
FrontCosinlran, Syria
London | Hong Kong: The UScase
against the chief financial officer
of China's Huawei Technologies,
who was arrested in Canadalast
manth, centres on the company's
suspectedties totwoobscure
companies. Oneis a telecom
equipment seller that operated in
Tehran;the otheristhat firm's
owner, a holding company registe-
red in Mavritius. US authorities
allege CFO Meng Wanzhou decei-
ved international banksinto
clearing transactions with Iran by
claimingthe twocompanies were
independent of Huawei, whenin
fact Huawei controlled them.
Huawei has maintained the two
are independent: equipment seller
Skycom Techand shell company
Canicula Holdings. But corporate
filings and other documents found
by Reuters inlranand Syriashow
that Huawei, the world's largest
supplier of telecommunications
network equipment, ismore
closely linked to both firms than
previously known. The documents
reveal that a high-level Huawei
executiveappears to havebeen
appointed Skycom's Iran manager.
They also show that at least three
Chinese-named individuals had
signing rights for both Huawei and
Skycom bank accounts in lran.
Reutersalsodiscoveredthat a
Middle Eastern lawyer said Hua-
wei conducted operationsinSyria
through Canicula. Reuters
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Apple's Tim Cook got Big
Pay Bump in 2018:Filing
Washington: Apple gave chief
executive Tim Cook a hefty 22%
pay raise in 2018, bringing histotal
compensation for the year to
aimost $15.7 million, according toa
filing submitted to the Securities
and Exchange Commission, The
figure comprised a base salary of
$3million, a £12-million bonus and
$680,000inwhat it called “other
compensation” thatincludes
private air travel and security
expenses. Apple'scompensation
committee cited the company’s
strong sales performance over the
year in justifying the bonus. arp

PM May Fails toWin Over
Northernireland Party

London: British PM Theresa May
failed on Wednesday to persuade
the NorthernIrish party that props
up her government to back her
Brexitdeal, just hours before
lawmakers were due to resume
debate on the divorce agreement.
The Northern Irish Democratic
Unionist Party saidit could stillnot
support the so-called backstop
arrangements, increasing the
likelihood of parliament rejecting
the dealand openingthe wayfora
range of different outcomes: from
adisorderlyexit toanother refe-
rendum on EU membership. Revters
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California Island
Offers $130,000
to Look after
Lighthouse
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Anisland California is offering a
whopping salary of $130,000,
split between two people, to look
after a historic lighthouse-turned-
inn, the media reported, The East
Brother Light Station is located in
the San Pablo Bay, part of the
larger San Francisco Bay, CNN
reported on Tuesday. The
lighthouse, which dates back to
1874, was established to help
sailors navigate the misty waters
surrounding San Francisco.
Automated in the 1960s, the
lighthouse is still operational. Itis
owned by the US Coast Guard and
maintained by non-profit group
East Brother Lighthouse Inc. It's
been a West Coast bed and
breakfast staple since 1979. Job
applicants need to have
experience in hospitality and a
seafaring nature, along with a US
Coast Guard commercial boat
operator’s licence, according to
the East Brother website. Other
job requirements include serving
high-quality food, housekeeping
and ferrying guests from the
mainland to the island. 1aNs
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Declares impasse ‘a crisis of the heart and a crisis of the soul’

New York: US President Donald
Trump invoked an Indian-Ameri-
can “hero” police officer Killed by
an illegal immigrant to make an
appeal to the American people to
pressure legislators to fund the
border wall he wants and end the
oovernment shutdown.

In his Tuesday night address to
the nation from the Oval Office,
Trump referred to the killing of
Corporal Ronil Singh, sayving:
“America's heart broke the day af-
ter Christmas whena young police
officer in California was savagely
murdered in cold blood by an ille-
zal alien who just came across the
border, Thelifeof an American he-
rowas stolen by someone who had
noright tobe in our country.”

speaking in a measured, calm
and composed way in contrast to
his usual blustery, hectoring style,
Trump said the border wall on the
Mexican border was necessary to
not only keep out illegal immi-
grants and criminals, but also the
drugs that were ravaging the co-
untry resulting in thousands of
deathsevery year.

As he spoke, the partial govern-
ment shutdown caused by the
standoff over the wall entered its
18th day while a caravan of an esti-
mated 7.000 Central Americans

P-Eﬂnle ﬂther to watch th president’ sal:ldrm atan American I.tg;lnn
post In Encinitas, California, on Tuesday-AFP

Trump focused on illegal
drugs flowing in through
the southern border,
which he said kills more
Americans each year
than during all of the
Vietnam War

who had marched through Mexico
were camped on the border wai-
ting toenter the US.

He made a distinction between
legal immigrants like Singh and
his alleged killer who came in ille-
gally and was not deported despi-
teprior arrests. “America proudlv
welcomes millions of lawful im-
migrants who enrich our society
and contribute to our nation. But,
all Americansare hurt by uncont-
rolled illegal migration,” hesaid.

To gain syvmpathy from ordinary
Americans, Trump focused on il-
legal drugs flowing in through the
southern border, which he said
kKills more Americans each vear

Stop Holding Americans
Hostage over Shutdown,
Pelosi tells Trump

Washington: Top congressional
Democrats pushed back sternlyon
Tuesday againstDonald Trump,
warning that the US president was
holding Americans “hostage” by
refusing tofund shuttered govern-
ment agencies until he gets money
for his much-hyped border wall.

“President Trump muststop
holding the American people
hostage, must stopmanufacturinga
crisis and must reopen the govern-
ment,” Speaker of the House, Nancy
Pelasi, said ina curt rebuttal to
Trump's addressto the nation, in
which he declared the situationon
the southern border a “crisis of the
heart”.

“The womenand childrenat the
border are not a security threat,
they area humanitarianchallenge -
achallenge that President Trump's
own cruel and counterproductive
policies have only deepened,” she
said. AFpP

than during all of the Vietnam
War (about 58,000) and said the
wall would stop the drugs.

He spoke at length about the vic-
tims of crimes by illegal immi-
grants and said: "This is a huma-
nitarian crisis, a crisis of the he-
art and a crisisof thesoul.”

He left no room for a compromise
on the demand for the wall barrier
bevond sayingthat he would agree
to a steel fence instead of a wall.

He asked voters to call their legis-
lators and ask them to support the
barrier. 1ANS
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Australian Police
Examining
Packages Left

at Consulates

Sydney: Several foreign diploma-
tic missions were evacuated in the
Australian cities of Melbourne
and Canberraon Wednesday after
they received packages contai-
ning suspicious substances.

Police, fire crews and ambulan-
ces were seen at a number of fore-
ign consulates in Melbourne, in-
cluding those of India, Germany,
Italy, Spain and South Korea. Offi-
clals atthe US and Swissmissions
inthecity said they had alsorecei-
ved packages.

The government

— Vic Emergency
There were website noted at
noreportsof  least 10 “hazardo-
anyonebeing s material” inci-
injuredatthe dentsinthecity

targeted There were nore-
missions in ports of anyone
Melbourne being Injured at
and Canberra the targeted mis-

sions in both citi-

5. “The circumstances surroun-
ding these incidents are being in-
vestigated,” the Australian Fede-
ral Police said in a statement.

The Australian Broadcasting Corp.
reported that a worker from the New
Zealand consulate in Melbourne had
said the packages in question were
envelopes labelled “asbestos™. Insi-
de were plastic sandwich bagsconta-
ininga fibrous material.

The ABC reported suspicious
packages were also found at the
Melbourne diplomatic offices of
Pakistan and possibly those of
Greece, France and HongKong. ap

MPs Force May's Hand
as BrexIt \Vote Looms

London: British MPs voted
Wednesdav to force Prime Mi-
nister Theresa May to quickly
set out an alternative plan for
Brexit if she losesa crucial vote
onher EU withdrawal deal next
week, in a second parliamenta-
ry defeat in 24 hours.

The House of Commons voted
to reduce the time the govern-
ment has to explain its "plan B"
from 21 sitting dayvs to three if,
as expected, lawmakers reject
the draft Brexit agreement in a
vote on Tuesday

Members of May's own Con-
servative partv led the revolt
amid fears that delaving the de-
cision raises the risks of Brita-
in crashing out of the Europe-
an Union on March 29 with no
deal at all.

It was thesecond setback inas
many days for the prime mini-
ster, after MPs voted late Tues-
day todeny thegovernment cer-
tain taxation powers in a no-de-
alscenario-- anotherattemptto
avoid such an outcome.

Speaking to MPs earlier, May
said: "The only way to avoid no
deal istovote for the deal.”

But her spokesman added: "If
that were not to take place... we
would respond guickly and pro-
vide certainty on the way for-
ward."

The parliamentary manoeuv-
res came at the start of fivedays
of debate on the deal May
struck with the EU last Novem-
ber,which has been strongly op-
posed from lawmakers on all si-

Theresa

des of the Houseof Commons.

She set out further clarifica-
tions she hopes will win over
her own Conservative MPs and
Northern Ireland’s Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP), which
props up her government in
parliament.

The most controversial ele-
ment of the agreement is the
"backstop” arrangement,
which could see Northern Ire-
land continue to follow certain
EU trade rules after Brexit to
avoid border checks with Ire-
land.

The government has now offe-
red guarantees to local lawma-
kers in the province over the
operation of the backstop, and
on the free flow of trade betwe-
en Northern Ireland and main-
land Britain.

But DUP deputy leader Nigel
Dodds said the proposals were
"meaningless and cosmetic”,
adding he would keep pressing
for changestothe overall deal.

May is also still seeking assu-
rances on the operation of the
backstop from European lea-
ders, which she hopes todeliver
before the vote next week. aFp

US-China
Trade Talks
End as Hopes
of a Deal Build

Beijing: Chinese and US teams
ended trade talks in Beijing on
Wednesday that lasted longer
than expected and officials said
details will be released soon, rai-
sing hopes an all-out trade war
that could badly disrupt the global
economy can be avoided.

The talks were extended into an
unscheduled third day, showing
both sides were“serious”, China's
foreign ministry said.

Share prices jumped in Asia and
markets in Europe and the US we-
re expected to follow suit as the
lengthened talks fuelled opti-
mism that the two countries were
inching toward an agreement.

Ted McKinney, US under secreta-
ry of agriculture for trade and fo-
reign agricultural affairs, said the
US trade delegation would return
to the US later on Wednesday after
a “good few days”.

“I think they went just fine,”
MeKinney said of the talks. "It's
been a good one for us,” he told re-
porters at the delegation's hotel,
without elaborating.

Speaking at a daily news brie-
fing, Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Lu Kang confirmed
both sides had agreed to extend
the talks beyvond Monday and Tu-
esday as originally scheduled.

Asked if that meant they were
difficult talks, Lu said: “I can only
say that extending the consulta-
tions shows that the two sides we-
re indeed very serious in conduc-
ting theconsultations.” Reuters

Aussie PM Trlpped Up by Doctured

Footwear

Australia's prime minister laughed off a

10

clumsy attempt by aides to Photoshop

1

himwearing snazzier, and markedly .
cleaner, footwear on Wednesday, saying 'r

he was perfectly happy with his .
battered old Kicks. A snap of Scott

12 13

14

Morrison with his family=which
featured as the banner heading on the _ !
prime minister’s official website-drew ' .

public attention thanks to his obviously doctored and nmpﬁawbly white sneakers. Fanng
widespread mockery on social media, including suggestion that the fake shoes were both 18
for the left foot, Morrison decided to jump into the furore feet first. “Message to my
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Department,” he jokily tweeted. *I didn't ask for the shoeshine.” “But if vou must
Photoshop, please focus on the hair (lack thereof), not the feet!” Morrison posted a first
person view of his legs and tattered old blue and what-was-once-white trainers. “"Here
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they are in all their glory-my footwear of choice whenever | can get out of a suit,” he
said. The prime ministerial shoes were also resurrected in a more authentic version of the
family photo on his website. AFP
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The wife of a Norwegian multi-millionaire missing for 10 weeks is believed to have been
kidnapped and a large ransom has been demanded for her release, local media reported on
Wednesday. Married to a businessman who made his fortune in real estate and the energy sector,
68-year-old Anne-Elisabeth Falkevik disappeared on October 31, the Verdens Gang (VG)
newspaper said. A ransom demand for €9 million ($10.3 million) in cryptocurrency has been
issued for her release, VG said. The kidnappers have threatened to use violence against her if her
family does not meet their demands. The missing woman's husband, Tom Hagen, 68, is Norway's
17 2nd richest man, according to the magazine Kapital, with an estimated fortune of 1.7 billion

= kroner (3200 m111lnn} Areal estate investor, he owns 70% of electricity company Elkraft which he

London is Europe's most attractive city for technology
startups. With Brexit looming, the mayor’s promotional
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agency London & Partners said that £1.8 billion was invested
in fledgling tech businesses in 2018. Here are the top 3 cities:
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Charlie trained to round Land's

Saudi Teen Granted Refugee Status Y e

The UN has found that a woman who fled Saudi Arabia is a legitimate refugee and has asked 10 Like staircase with small rail
Australia to take her in, officials in Canberra said on Wednesday. “The UNHCR has referred winding around post (5)

Ms Rahaf Mohammed Al-Qunun to Australia for consideration for refugee resettiement,” the 12 View bottom of barrel, over-
Department of Home Affairs confirmed in a statement. The decision marks a significant
victory for the 18-yvear-old, wha is currently in Bangkok where she says Thal authorities
attempted to block her from travelling to Australia to claim asylum. The home affairs
department said it will “consider this referral in the usual way, as it does with all UNHCR
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Around the World

Bezos Set to Divorce Wife
of 25 Years, MacKenzie

New York: Billionaire Jeff Bezos,
founder and chief executive of
Amazon.com Inc, and wife MacK-
enzie Bezos, are divorcing after 25
yvearsof marriage, the couple said
in a joint statement on Twitter on
Wednesday:

Jeff Bezos, 54, is the world's ri-
chest person, with afortuneof mo-
re than $160 billion thanks to his
stake in Amazon, which again be-
came Wall Street's most valuable
company this week, surpassing
Microsoft Inc.

The couple decided to divorce af-
ter a long period of “loving explo-
ration” and trial separation, and
expect to continue as partners in
joint ventures and projects, accor-
ding tothe statement.

MacKenzie Bezos, 48, isan author
who grew up in San Francisco, ac-
cording to a 2013 profile in Vogue
magazine, She attended Princeton
University and met her husband at
an interview forajobata New York
hedge fund, according to the maga-
zine, The pair have fourchildren.

At a Business Insider event in
Berlin last April, Jeff Bezos said
MacKenzie's support was instru-
mental when he founded Amazon
asan online bookseller in 1994, and
that she did the accounting for the
company in itsfirst vear.

*When vou have loving and sup-
portive people in vour life, like
MacKenzie, my parents, my grand-
father, my grandmother, you end
upbeingabletotake risks,” he said
at the event.

Jeff Bezos in September commit-

Zuck Plans Public

Facebook chief executive officer
Mark Zuckerberg said on Tues-
day he will host aseries of public
discussions about the future of
technology insociety as part of
his personal challenge this year,
Zuckerbergsoundedhisplanina
Facebook post, which hasbeena
regular feature when he airs his
MNew Year's resolutions that inthe
past have included personal goals
suchaslearning Mandarinto
reading twobooksamonth.
“Every few weeks I'll talk with
leaders, experts, and peoplein our
community from different fields

Milan: Italy's anti-trust authority
said on Wednesday it has fined a
swathe of top carmakers, inclu-
ding BMW, Fiat-Chrysler, Ford and
Tovota, €678 million (3776 million)
for operating a financing cartel.
The car manufacturers and their
respective banks, which offer fi-
nancing to customers purchasing
vehicles, were found guilty of run-
ning a cartel from 2003 to 2017, the
AGCM competition authority said
Inastatement.

Cartel members also included
General Motors, PSA (Peugeot-
Citroen) finance institutions, Re-
nault, Volkswagen, Santander
Consumer Bank, and the Assofin
and Assilea tradeassociations.

They “put in place ananti-compe-
titlon agreement, between 2003

3 Officer supports very old unitof
force (4)
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Bezos and MacKenzie — Reuters

ted $2 billion to helping homeless
families and starting pre-schools
for low-income communities. He
had solicited ideas on Twitter in
2017 for ways to donate some of his
wealth.

In 2012, the couple donated $2.5
million toa Washington state cam-
paign to legalise same-sex nupti-
alsthere.

From modest beginnings as an
online bookseller, Bezos and Ama-
zon branched out into almost eve-
vy product category available, en-
ding uptaking on established reta-
il giants such as Wal-Mart Stores
Ine.

Under Bezos, Amazon launched
the Kindle e-reader and revolutio-
nized the way books are distribu-
ted and read. The company has al-
s0 been a pioneer in ¢loud compu-
ting. Reuters

Debates about

Tech for 2019 Personal Challenge

and l'll try different formats to
keepitinteresting. These will all be
public, either on my Facebook or
Instagram pagesor onother
media,”" Zuckerbergsaidina
Facebook post

Facebook's reputation suffered
lastyear from adatascandal
involving a British political consul-
ting firm.

Last year Mark Zuckerberg said
he would fix many of Facebook’s
issuessuch asthe use of the plat-
formfor hate speech, spreading
misinformation and political
meddling in several countries
during elections. Reuters

Italy Watchdog Fines Car
Finance Cartel €678 Million

and 2017, to alter the competitive
dynamics in the market of car sa-

les... through fi-
= nancing,” itsaid.
Daimler and The AGCM noted
its financial “a single, complex
services unit and continuous
initaly agreement con-
reported cerning the ex-
the cartel change of sensiti-
andtherefore Ve information on
received quantities and pri-
‘total ces.”
immunity’ Germany's  Da-
inreturn imler and its Mer-

cedes Benz Finan-
cial Services Italia unit reported
the cartel, of which it was a mem-
ber, and therefore received “total
immunity” in return, the authori-
ty said. arp
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referrals”. Australia has strongly hinted that Qunun's request will be accepted. “If she is found
tobe a refugee, then we will give very, very, very serious consideration to a humanitarian
visa,” health minister Greg Hunt had said before the UN determination was public aFp
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