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White House mulls using ~ THE COUNTRIES THAT ALLOW
disaster funds to bulld wall ... o o

L. , chief Gen Bipin Rawat has reignited the debate around gay rights by insisting that
Shutdown Forces Miami Airport To Shut Terminal Early homosexuality is not permissible in the military. But armies around the world have
As TSA Screeners Skip Work; ATC Union Sues Govt
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reviewed their rules and quite a few now allow LGBT people to enlist for military service

McAllen (Texas): US Presi-
dent Donald Trump travelled
to the border on Thursday to
warn of erimeand chaos on the
frontier, as White House offici-
als considered diverting emer-
gency aid from storm- and fire-
ravaged Puerto Rico, Florida,
Texas and California to build a
border barrier, perhaps under
an emergency declaration.

The White House has di-
rected the Army Corpsof Eng-
ineerstodeterminewhether it
could divert for wall construc-
tion $13.9 billion allocated last
vear after devastating hurri-
canesand wildfires,according
to congressional and defence
department officials with
knowledge of the matter.

As the shutdown neared re-
cord Day 22, Trump used a visit
to a border facility in McAllen
to blame the protracted shut-

down on Democrats, charging
that their opposition to a wall
was responsible for brutal cri-
me and violence, “You'll have
crime in lowa, you'll have cri-
me in New Hampshire, you'll
have crime in New York" wit-
hout awall, he warned. “We co-
uld stop that cold,” he added.
The showdown has forced
800,000 workers to go without
pay and placed federal benefits
for millions more in jeopardy,
with the fallout being felt acr-
oss the US, Miami Internatio-
nal Airport will close a termi-
nalearly for threedays because
of a shortage of Transporta-
tion Security Administration
screeners, airport spokesman
Greg Chin said. “Due to an in-
creased number of TSA scree-
ners not reporting to work, we
have decided to take this pre-
cautionary step and relocate

about 12 flights to adjoining
concourses in the afternoons.”
On Friday, the National Air
Traffic Controllers Associa-
tion sued the federal govern-
mentfor forcing itsmembersto
work without pay during the
government shutdown. It's at
least the third lawsuit filed by
government workers since the
shutdown began 21 days ago.
Meanwhile, the Democra-
tic-controlled House of Repre-
sentatives voted to restore fun-
ding for federal agencies that
have been shut down. But a full
resumption of operations did
not appear in sight because Se-
nate Republican Leader Mitch
McConnell has said he will not
bring the House bill up for a vo-
te. Republicans who control the
Senate have so far insisted that
any spending bills include mo-
ney for hiswall. nvtsacencies

but US officials later clarified
that only equipment, not
troops, had exited the country.

US President Trump's an-
nouncement lastmonth that he
had decided to withdraw the
2,000 US troops there stunned
allies who have joined Wash-
ington in the battle against Is-
lamic State militants in Syria.

US Colonel Sean Ryan, a
coalition spokesman, said the
coalition “has begun the proc-
essof ourdeliberate withdraw-
al from Syria”. “Out of con-
cern for operational security,
we will not discuss specific
timelines, locations or troop
movements,” Ryan said. After
media reports suggesting the
departure of US forces had be-
gun, US officials said that no
troops had yvet withdrawn and
siressed that the battle against
IS was continuing. reuTers
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US girl, missing
for months
after parents’
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‘green card’
to Elon Musk

Beijing: Tesla boss Elon
Musk has been offered a
“greencard”, Chinasaid on
Thursday; a privilege enjoy-
ed by an elite group of fore-
igners, including several
Nobel laureates and a for-
mer NBA star, Musk was in
China for the ground-brea-
king of Tesla’s first overse-
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In 2014,
there were at least 26
DAYS & COUNTING... %% caics s
has stopped _ _ serve in the armed forces
| Federal workers miss first paycheque paying its Washington: US President and around 10 more
water hill ey Donald Trump during a tour that didn't outwardly
| Employees whose work 5 of the southern border in Tex- prohibit them
15 ‘essential’ working without pay. Law as asked a law enforcement of-
enforcement officers, FBI agents, judges, ficial how many Pakistanis
Masa engineers, weather forecasters and = were arrested early this week
office staff among them e tryingtoillegally enter Ameri-
| ca as he was told that individu-
! als from several South Asian : .
e 2 7y S nations attempted to cross the haE: ;T;ﬁr;?:; il
A il FL e porous border with Mexico. inclusion policy for LGBT
' ¥ i Rawn ¢ = Trump asked the question people in military o
= | & ¢ ' .2} when a law enforcement offi- where there is evidence
" g 5 ; - "-‘f [ ‘f ';TF f_'h"l} 3 3 .1'1 - cial listed out the name of the that suggests such
S R ? Py i 2 * % countrieswhosecitizens were inclusion is likely
hm A | : ;'lal::-bEEd ?t ﬂlﬁe] bordera ﬁay ear-
345 e ¥ | Agme lier “Sofar thissector has app- Countries that have ] R :
il Y : J PRt : . hile th ab hows only inclusion and exclusion, a study of 103 nations has
X h ‘44 rehended folks from 41 diffe- 3 confirmed exclusion r;u}rﬁ different degrees of openness in miliariés on gay oy Nevs Zealind ks ranked
T R % rent countries. Just yesterday, policy against LGBT at the top while Nigeria is bottom in terms of allowing gay people to serve
T | Sl N _ ¢+ we apprehended 133 people  people joining the Sk
- —g— -4 T Sy - i AR from countries other than Cen- armed forces or where ” Biiifdliih
PP i T o it S RN : tral Americaand Mexico. That evidence suggests such Ieal:nd ase Indla.ang Bs e
US SET FOR RECORD SHUTDOWN TODAY EFFECT ON ECONOMY includes individuals from In-  exclusion is likely Pl i 1
The partial shutdown of the US government entered 2ist day on | Food inspections halted Listing  §roos ' -obrenetided some Ba: 1410 n & 103
Friday, tying it with the longest shutdown to date. A 1995-1996 of new companies on hold ecfiste ET;‘IET‘lt nﬁl‘lziai told ) : e
shutdown during Bill Clinton’s administration lasted 21 days Mortgage approvals delayed Tvump, “How many Paldista- us | - UK || i AUSTRALIA A= THE CASE
Release of certain economic nis?” .Iimmp asked, interrup- Under then _ - In January 2000, — == Gay persons can serve | | T IN INDIA
TRUMP SHUTDOWN data suspended ¢ méth eofficial. “Ttwas two yes- President Bill UK lifted its ban — openly after the ban e
2 terday,” the u['ﬁ;:i,a} replied. on Clinton in mid on gay and lesbian on them from joining ]ﬂ'ﬂiﬂ s military
f,/ », CLINTON Economists estimate shutdown : ‘ 1990s, “Don't ask, citizens from joining the military was lifted Is governed by
{~+ J/SHUTDOWN i& ety Yo shawe hetween (L0406 don't tell” (DADT), became the armed forces in 1992 its own laws that
s y s ili ’ li : restrict certain
l ,\_I\H_’h-!,:a/} and 0.07% of GDP off economic ﬁﬁig?yﬂ:;ﬁgeﬂhﬁﬂi Efg‘g]';f; B e o S L A0 e s e s 0 B oo i s ik i o constitisal
| # il Ef just ﬁ?ﬁ: a “:Zﬁme gay and bisexual people. . ARGENTINA SOUTH AFRICA - rights enjoyed by
% 4 But President Barack . New rule adopted The SA military intro- civilians. Under
= 7, Obama repealed that policy  : in 2009 states that duced the Policy on the Army Act,
g 5 President L] and, in September 2011, - members of the Equal Opportunity and homosexuality
- OBAMA Clinton put himself on the long road to ijj;* ¢? jﬂ;;ﬁ L “homosexual conduct” was military can no Affirmative Action in 1998 IS @ punishable
SHUTDOWN impeachment when he approached  * . Qamishli(Syria)/Washington: removed as a ground for - longer “be imprisoned for that eliminated discrimination U_f f_l.'-nn;?:'-, '-'.'t”_'l jall
an intern named Monica Lewinsky in fl’l 1 T &\ The US-led coalition battling administrative separation . engaging in homosexual acts” against gays and lesbians term of up to
anempty comer of the WestWing. = - - . Islamic State added to confu- o o0 o0 e centre for Strategic Studies: Media reports 10 years
Nonessential employees had been sent J; 5“_3:]1_1 d]?“";ﬂ-:“m%g the FU‘_S
home, unpaid interns were broughtin , & wilhdrawallromoyriaon rrl- .
to work, and the rest is bitter history | daybydecarimg thatithad i China offers - .
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China’s cancer drug market

Saibal Dasgupta | T

Beijing: In amove that might
open up opportunities for In-

: dian pharmaceutical firms,

iftrEin

as factory, which will allow :

it to sell vehicles directly in
the world’s largest market
for electric vehicles.

Musk met with Premier
Li Eegiang on Wednesday
in Beijing. “I hope to build
Tesla's Shanghai factory in-

(LR}

(LN

to a global example,” Musk :

told Li, according to a reado-
ut. “I really love China, I'm
willing to visit here more of
ten.” Li replied: “If this is
what you truly have inmind,
we can give you a ‘Chinese
green card’.” Tesla declined
to comment onthe offer. are

----------------------------------------

China has opened its vast
market of government hospi-
tals to foreign companies ma-
nufacturing cancer drugs.
The government has in-
cluded 17 cancer drugs manu-
factured by foreign compani-
es in its national basic insu-
rance programme. Half of
the thousands of govern-
ment-run hospitals have been
asked to use these imported
drugs for treating cancer of
the lungs, rectum and kidney.
This is a major opportu-
nity for the Indian pharma-
ceutical sector, which has be-
en seeking access to the Chi-
nese market. India-made
drugs are relatively cheap
compared to those made in
the West, giving Indian com-

China recently
allowed the wide
screening of a movie
on smuggling of
cancer drugs from
India. One character

the govt policy, a rare

occasion where the

Chinese govt has

allowed criticism
panies aclear edge.

The move comes after a
public outery against the non-
availability and extremely hi-
gh prices of foreign-madecan-
cerdrugs, forcing patientsand
theirrelatives tousesmuggled
medicines. Government-im-
posed restrictions led to the
creation of a vast black mar-
ket for cancer medicines that
were smuggled from other co-
uniries, including India.

The government recently
allowed a movie, Dving to
Survive, to be widely scree-
ned across China. The movie
showed how cancer drugs
smuggled from India had be-
come widely popular in Chi-
na despite regular police
crackdowns. One character
inthe moviewas seen bitterly
criticising government poli-
¢y, a rare occasion where the
Chinesegovernment hasallo-
wed criticism of its policies.

At least 129 cancer hospi-
tals and 1,257 tertiary hospi-
tals have already begun to ta-
ke advantage of the govern-
ment's decision, which was
taken some months ago but
publicly announced only now
“Availability of cheap drugs
has greatly eased the financi-
alburden of some cancerpati-
ents,” state media quoted a
MNational Health Commission
spokesperson as saving.
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