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NO HC RELIEF FOR CBI'S SPECIAL DIRECTOR

FIR Against Asthana

OTHER NEWS

OF THE DAY

Jaganan Ally if he
Stays Away From
Cong&BJF' TRS

Stays, CBI Told to Probe

Allegations in 10 Weeks

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: Refusing to quash the
FIR registered against him and oth-
ers on charges of corruption, the
Delhi High Court on Friday dis-

Probe
Needed

HYDERABAD: Ahead of the
Assembly elections in
Andhra Pradesh this year,
the TRS on Friday said the

missed a petition filed by CBl special The charges against the 4
direeiip }'I:Eﬁ].mﬁh ﬁmhaﬁ.h e petitioner (Asthana) cannot E Fijgga“mﬂ h:” "‘;Edgg led
The court directed the agency to con- be conclusively ruled out NglEs 'ar1 v il
cludeits probe against Asthanaand co- at this stage, says HC gL‘P]I caq h:? Its ﬁ:{'ﬁ?ﬁ ifit
accused within 10weeks, oes not align wi e
The court ruled that the grounds of Allegations do not mention Congress or the BJP. On
mala fide against ousted CBI director any direct interaction whether the TRS would
Alok W;;n:lzrlh in 1'egiste;tlng E—lhe Fth between Asthana and support the YSRCP in
AEAnst AStANR. BYe ROLMACE QUL complainant or any Andhra Pradesh where
I'he court also ruled that “nor can the promise of leniency e aie shediled s

allegations against the petitioner be
conclusively ruled out at thisstage™,
Asthana had claimed that the FIR

No sanction needed to
prosecute an official where

be held in April-May, TRS
spokesperson Abid Rasool

against him was ante-dated and docu- Khan said no such decision
ments were fabricated tofalsely impli- :5; l?gtl?:f;? ?;gll;gl?lg in has been taken. “That's
catehim. Rejecting the claim the court ’

has ruled that the facts are not borne
outfrom therecords

Referring to allegations levelled by
complainant Satish Babu Sana in the
case, the court has held “although
Sana's complaint lists a certain se-
quenceof events and detailssomefacts,
it does not mention any direct interac-
tion with Asthana apropos T5crores or
anypromise of leniency towards him".

Significantly, the court has further
ruled that “Sana’s conversations were
all along with Somesh and Manoj. It is
not known whether Somesh or Mano)
spoke to Asthana or any other office of
the CBIin the presence of such officers,
The claim of Somesh Prasad that he
managed investment of the petitioner
in Dubai and London for many years or
that the latter had
stayed at the former’s
home in London 15 also
not ascertained thus

Satish isa witness for
Enforcement

Accused

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: A day after the sacKing
of Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBD)director Alok Vermaoncharg-
esof corruption. the Congress main-
tained that he was removed without
any verified and proven charges

STANDINGBY ALOKVERMA

Criminal’

Asthana Inspired
CVC Report: Cong

RCP) a call Mr KCR (Telanga-
na Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao who leads
the Telangana Rashtra
Samiti) has to take,” Khan
told PTI.

Can't Stop Posts
on Social Media:
Poll Panel to HC

Asthana - i ARt X :
Directorate (ED) in the while CBI's special director Rakesh i :
’“d“:;:'t money laundering case Asthana, who is believed to have a MUMBAI: The fEIEEF'm
:“ g th: against meat exporter strong backing of the government, cﬂmmmsmn of India (ECI)
nmr inthe Moin Qureshi. stoodas an “accused criminal”, g . on Friday told the Bombay
Asthana, who was Congress spokesman Abhishek Abhishek S"'lgh\fi High Court that it could not
m:“ heading the Special Singhviquestioned the credibility of Congress Spokesman restrain private individuals

Investigation Team
(SIT) in the Moin Qureshi case, had

the Central Vigilance Commission
(CVC) report, which was made the

CVCreportis

from making political com-
ments or posts on social

sought to arrest Satish Babu Sana ac- basis for Verma'sremoval, saying the H : by s
cusing him of paying illegal gratifica- content of the report was inspired by |n5[3'|rE‘d byr dC media in favour of or
tion toousted CBI director Alok Verma the same “accused criminal” cused criminal againstany party 48 hours
tomanagea bail-out. Asthana, who suffered a setback on ; before polling day. The
As per available information, the SIT Friday when the Delhi High Court Aﬂthﬂﬂa HEHII'ISt Whﬂm commission, through its

constituted by interim CBI chief M
Nageswara Rao has already recorded
thestatementof Sanaandfoundcontra-
dictions in his statements, The agency
hascollected evidence inthecaseand is
soonlikely tosubmit areport tothe con-
cerned court.

The court ruled that involvement in
theoffence will only bedetermined dur-
ing the course of trial. It also did not
find any merit in the challenge to
Section 17-A of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, which according to
Asthana, prohibited the investigating
agency fromregisteringan FIRwithout
seeking sanction from the government.

The court ruled that no sanction un-
der Section 17-A to prosecute a public
servant was required in cases where
the public servant was not discharging
a public duty or was indulging in cor-
ruption. TheCourt has ordered that all
allegations should be probed swiftly to
restore thecredibility of the agency

cleared the way for his arrest and
probe into corruption charges lev-
elled againsthim.

Singhviguoted from the CVCreport
to dismiss the four main charges lev-
elled against Verma, just asCongress
lesuder Mallikarjun Kharge had done
in hisnoteof dissent in themeetingof’
the high-powered committee that
voted to sack Verma by a majority of
2:1. He said CVC had itself admitted
its charges were not substantiated.

“(1) On the charge of (Verma) ac-
cepting a ¥2 crorve bribe - The CVC it-
self concedes that ‘there is however,
nodirectevidenceon theallegation of
payiment of bribe of 22 crore to Shri
Alok Kumar Verma to Shri Satish
Sana..."; (11) On the charge of exclu-
stonof asuspect frombeing named as
accused inan FIRinIRCTC case -The
allegation on Shri Alok Kumar
Verma, DirCRI tried to call off the
searches at Patna is not substantiat-

HC has ordered probe &
Cleared way for his arrest

ed,” Singhvisaid.

Hefurthersaid, “(111)Onthecharge
of inordinate delay in finalising in-
vestigation report in bank fraud case
against main accused, indicating fa-
vouritism towards the main accused

“Theonlyallegationagainst him, and
thisismerely anallegation, that there
was delay in finalising the investiga-
tion report by the CBI and that Alok
Verma as Director CBI should have
ensured its timely completion.”

On the charge of transfer of SIR
related tojoint director, CBI, hesaid,
“With regard to the allegation of
transfer of SIR related to Shri Rajiv
singh, then JD, CBI, the CVC has
concluded thatallegation isnotsub-
stantiated.”
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REMOVAL OF ALOK VERMA

Justice Katju Takesto Twitter
to Defend Justice AK Sikri

Samanwaya.Rautray
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Retired Supreme Court
judge Markandey Katjuon Friday saud
in a social media post that he backed

Claiming that he was speaking with
Justice Sikri’s consent, Katju said
Verma has only been shifted out to a
new post till an inquiry is completed.
He quoted Justice Sikrias sayving that
Verma had not been suspended or ter-
minated, only transferred =

he had perused the material on which
the Central Vigilance Commission
(CVC)reportwas based, and wasof the
opinion that till the matter is investi-
gated and adecision taken, heshould be
shifted to an equivalent rank else-
where. “Itiswell settled that the official

counsel Pradeep Rajgopal,
was responding toa PIL.
The PIL sought directions to
the ECI to prohibit all per-
sons, whether politicians or
private individuals, from
posting advertisements re-
lated to politics or elec-
tions, or paid political con-
tent on social media
platforms 48 hours before
election day.—pmi
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DeraSacha
Sauda Chief Held
Gmlty of Murder

PANCHKULA: A CBlcourt
Friday convicted self-styled
godman Gurmeet Ram Ra-
him Singh and three others
for the murder of journalist
Ram Chander Chhatrapati 16
years ago. The guantum of
sentence for the Dera Sacha

Justice AK Sikri’s stand that Alok toanequivalent post,and need not be personally heard at this Sauda chief and the others
Verma should be removed asdirector  that he retains his sala- stage,” Katjusaid. will be pronounced by the
of CBI and given another posttillan riesand perks. i Justice Sikri, who retires on special CBI court Judge
inguiry against him is completed. Justice Sikri had | g March 6 this year, was the Chief Jagdeep Singh on January
Sikri was part of the prime minister- saidtheactionwasto _Justice of India’s representa- he 51 Id sect head
led three-member panel whichaday ensureafairinquiry ;N 1;?* . tive on the panel which exam- 17.The 51-year-old sect hea
earlier had ousted Verma fromthepost  into the prima facie ined the government’s propos- appeared before the court
citing charges of corruption against findings of the CBI ! al to send Verma on leave, The through video conference
him. Vermawasimmediately namedas against Verma. - panel had taken up the issueaf- from Sunaria jail in Rohtak,
director general of fire servicesand  Katju quoted Sikri terthe Supreme Court said it wasa where he is already serving
home guards, but the former CBI as saving procedural lapse and asked y =
(Central Bureauof Investigationjchief that it to examine the a 20-year sentence for rap

has refused to take up the assignment
and put in his papers.
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move 1n a
week'stime.

ing two of his followers.—emi
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PM Modi bemg garlanded by BJP |::-rE5|rdEr‘tt Amlt Shah and other leaders on the first day of
two-day BJP national executive meet in New Delhi on Friday -sccL

TWO-DAY BJP CONCLAVE: ABKI BAAR PHIR MODI SARKAR

Heading Into Polls, Shah
TalKs Quota Mandir...

We want a grand Ram
temple at Ayodhya as
soon as possible,

says BJP president

RakeshMohan.Chaturvedi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: BJP chief Amit Shah
has likened the forthcoming Lok
Sabhaelection to the Third Battle of
Panipat, cautioning party cadre not
to be complacent like the Marathas
who lost the 1761 battle that “led to
200 vears of slavery” in India.

Delivering the inaugural address at
the BJP national convention here on
Friday, Shahsaid, “Battles are of vari-
ous types...therearesome battles that
have an impactfor decades. 2019 battle
is one which will have an impact for
decades. .. The Marathas won several
battles. Then came the Third Battle of
Panipat... Unfortunately, the
Marathas lost the battle... The
Maratha army that had won 131 bat-
tles but lost one battle that led to 200
vears of slavery for the country The
English ruled over us for 200 vears...
Today it isasimilarbattle.”

The BJP president emphasised
that the party is fighting an “ideo-
logical battle” in 2019 with cultural
nationalism, antyodayaand welfare
of the poor as its goal, while the op-
position is a groupof partieswhich
has no leader or policy

The two-day national convention is
being held on an unprecedented scale
with around 10.000 office-bearers
from panchayatstodistrict, state and
national level attending it. All BJP
MPs, MLAs, MLCs and mavors are
participating in the conclave that is

The Modi gnrut has
“fulfilled” the dreams of
crores of youths with 10%
reservationin jobs and edu-
cation for the general cate-

Eory poor

In a massive relief to small
businesses, the GST Council
has doubled the limit for ex-
emption from payment of
GSTto Rs 40 lakh

“It was not merely alossin
one battle (third battle of
Panipat)... India was sunk

inslavery for 200 years
and the English ruled it for
two centuries

AMIT SHAH
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themed Abki Baar Phir Modi Sarkar’
(Modi government onceagain).

shah underlined the recent
achievements of the Narendra
Modi government and plaved up the
10% gquota for the economically
backward, the relief in goods and
services tax to traders having turn-
over of up to 40 lakh, and the Ram
Mandir issue in his speech.

His mention of the temple issue
drew a long applause from the
crowdatthe Ramleela ground. “BJP
wants that a grand Ram temple is
built at Avodhva as soon as possi-
ble,” he said. The party's official
stand, as stated by the prime minis-
ter, 1s that it will wait for the
Supreme Court verdict onthe issue.

In the presence of Modiand the top
leadership, Shah said it was at the
same venue that a pledge to get 272+
seats was taken by the party in 2014
andthistime the pledge tomake Modi
PMagain is being taken by them.

The party has come a long way
since 2014 when it was in power only
in six states, as it rules in 16 states
today, Shah said.

However, he made nomention of the
recentdefeatsin assemblyelections in
Madhva Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh in his45-minute speech.

Shah claimed that the party will
repeat its 2014 performance in Uttar
Pradesh and get 73-74 seats in 2019
polls from the state. His remarks
came on the eve of the proposed an-
nouncement of analliance in UP by
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav and BSP chief
Mavawation Saturday.

Shah also attacked Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi, alleging somebody
out on bail in a case does not have
the right to question Modi on cor-
ruption. He said the people of the
country know better than Gandhi
about Modi's credentials and will
not be misled.
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LISTING GOVERNMENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Farm, Garib Kalyan Resolutions Adopted

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: Amid opposition attacks
that the Narendra Modi government
has failed to get the farmers theirdue,
the BJP national convention here
passed a resolutionon the steps taken
by the NDA dispensation for welfare
of farmers andthe growth intheagri-
culture sector: Another resolution on
the work done for upliftment of the
poor wasalso adopted.
Theresolutiononagriculture under-
lined that the Modi government had
implemented the Swaminathan
Commission report and given 1.5
times the cost of production to the
farmers. It has also increased the
budget allocated to the agriculture

sectorto?2,11,694 Cr,

Theprocessof procurementof crop
produce and agriculture trade has
been improved. The Modi govern-
ment is committed to doubling the
farmer’s income by 2022, the resolu-

tion said.
The resolution em-
phasised that the Modi
I " government is work-
ing towards strength-
ening the job sector in
Itisbecause ruralareas. Thesalary
ofthePM's given to Kisan Mitra
strongwill has been doubled to
thatevery- ¥12.000; Block
body has Development manag-
abankac-  er’s salary has been
counttoday: hiked from 25000 to
Swaraj 230,000; the grant given

for inter-state exposurevisit toa farm-
er per day has been increased from
TH00 to T1,000.

Moving the Resolution on Garib
Kalyan, external affairs minister
Sushma Swaraj said in 2014 when the
NDA government was formed, one-
third of the population did nothave a
bank account. When the Prime
Minister realised this, he sent the
banks to the people to open zero bal-
ance accounts.

“Tt isbecauseof the PMs strong will
that everybody has a bank account
today,” Swaraj said, referring to the
Jan Dhan accounts.

The Modi government has tried to
counter “suit-boot ki Sarkar” charge
withmeasuresaimedat the welfareof
the farmers and the poor:

TakmngmeOut for Indlans Abmad

puBal: Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on Friday praised the
UAE for declaring 2019 asthe
“Year of Tolerance’, saying India
on the other hand has been wit-
nessing four-and-a-half years
of “intolerance”. Addressing the
Indian diaspora in Dubai, Gan-
dhi said he met PM of the UAE
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum and was im-
pressed by his humility.—pm

Rahul Gandhi at a labour
camp in Dubai on Friday -ani
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EC RETHINK Poll panel has sought details of expenditure incurred on such public notices by the candidates who contested in the recent elections

Init Together, BJP & Cong Oppose Candidates Footing Bill for Ads on Criminal Record

AnubhutiVishnoi@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Aheadof the Lok Sabha
polls, Congress and BJP have both
guestioned the Election
Commission’s diktat that a candidate
should foot the bill to publicise his
criminal record, especially since it
eats into hispoll expenditure limit.

Candidates firom both the national
political parties are learnt to have
written to the EC red-flagging their
concerns over the decision initiated
by a Supreme Court order in
September last vear,

People familiar with the develop-
ment said the EC would look into the
issue in view of the communications

and take a firesh position on it.

The SC had. in a bid to check in-
creasing criminalisation of poli-
ties, ordered that itbe made manda-
tory for every candidate in the fray
in an election to inform the public
atlargeabouthiscriminal record in
“bold letters” and at least three
timesafter filing of nomination pa-
pers through newspapers at large
and electronic media.

EC implemented the order for the
first time in the recently held state
elections, bringing out standard
formats foreach candidate to make
a public declaration of his erimi-
nal record.

While the SC order did not clarify on
who would foot the bill for these ad-

ANIRBAN BORA

vertisements and under which pre-
cise electoral account it would fall, it
was added tothe candidate’s election
account in the elections in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana and Mizoram.
Now, politicians from both
Congress and BJP have writtento EC
that the candidate should not be
made to bear the cost of advertis-
ing his criminal record since he
is faced with an expenditure
limitas per EC rules and this
could impose a constraint
on his campaign-related
expenses, people famil-
lar with the develop-
ment said.
They pointed out

that the impact could be significant
for candidates in urban centres as
compared to thelr counterparts
from rural constituencies as news-
paper and TV advertisements pric-
ing is typically higher in cities.

The Election Commission has al-
ready sought details of expenditure
incurred towanrds such public notices
by the candidates who contested in
the recent elections, to make an as-
sessment, sourcessaid.

One suggestion being made to EC
is to shift the expenditure to the po-
litical party's account instead as
there is noexpenditure limit for the
partyasof now Therearealso, how-
ever, arguments that the party and
candidates are being unfairly made

to bear expense for advertising
their own criminal record and it
may be better to allocate airtime
and newspaper space for this pur-
pose as well just as is done for cam-
paign purposes.

As of now, the expenditure limit
for a state assembly candidate is
capped at 28 lakh while it is 270
lakh for candidates for general elec-
tions. All newspaper and electronic
media advertisements/publicity
material are currently included
within this limit. Interestingly,
many a candidate do not even ex-
haust this limit towards campaign
expenditure even as flow of cash
and freebies is only increasing in
every election.




