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Trump postpones call for emergency

Prez Invites Dems For Talks As Americans Reel Under Pressure Of No Paycheques

Washington: A partial US
government shutdown over
President Donald Trump's
demand for #5.7 billion to
build a wall along the US-
Mexico border entered its
22ndday on Saturday, making
it the longest shuttering of
federal agencies in US histo-
ry, with noend in sight.

The closure broke a dec-
ades-old record set by a 1995-
1996 shutdown under former
President Bill Clinton that
lasted 21 days.

Trump said on Friday he
would not declare a national
emergency “right now"” to
end a standoff over border se-
curity that has idled about a
quarter of the US govern-
ment. He spoke after lawmalk-
ers had adjourned for the
weekend, precluding any pos-
sibleaction until next week.

In a tweet on Saturday,
Trump took aim again at the
Democrats. “Democrats
should come back to Wash-
ington and work to end the
Shutdown, while at the same
time ending the horrible hu-
manitarian crisis at our
Southern Border. I am in the

yvou!" he

cratic lawmakers and

AIR TRAVEL HIT: The partial shutdown has affected air travelas a
growing number of security agents are refusing to work without pay.

The Miami International Airport (above) was forced to shut down one of

its terminals early for three days due to a shortage of security agents

BL GO UNPAID: A man at a rally
in Washington, DC. An estimated
8,00,000 federal workers missed
their paycheques on Friday

White House waiting for
tweeted. He also
urged his 57.2 million twitter
followers to contact Demo-
“Tell
themto get itdone!”
Democrats in Congress,
who call a wall an ineffective,

outdatedanswertoacomplex

problem, have passed several

bills to reopen the govern-

ment without funding for

Trump's barrier. But the leg-

islation has been ignored by

the Republican-controlled
Senate. Trump originally
pledged Mexico would pay for
the wall, which he says is
needed tostem the low of ille-
gal immigrants and drugs.
But Mexico has refused.

US government depart-
ments including the Treasury,
Energy, Commerce and State
departments, shut down when
funding lapsed on December
22, Funding for other portions
of the government, including

Tulsi Gabbard announces
White House run in 2020

HEUTERS

Chidanand. Rajghatta
@timesgroup.com

Washington: Congresswo-
man Tulsi Gabbard pipped
Senator Kamala Harris in an-
nouncing she will run for the
White House in2020 inwhat is
expected to be an expansive
Democraticfield of uptoado-
zen aspirants who will com-
pete for the party nomination
to take on Republican incum-
bent Donald Trump.

“I have decided torun and
will bemaking a formal anno-
uncementwithin the next we-
ek,"” Gabbard said in her in-
terview on CNN's Van Jones
Show over the weekend. She
willbe the first Hindu-Ameri-
can to run for the White Hou-
se, and should she win the
party nomination and even-
tually emerge victorious in
the tortuousrace tothe White
House — a long shot by most
accounts —she could become
the first non-Christian, and
indeed first Hindu President
of the United States.

Gabbard, 37, isthe firstsig-
nificant candidate to plunge
into a field that has two other
prominent women casing the
ground. California senator
Kamala Harris, who is of In-
dian-African-American heri-
tage, is weighinga run with a
memeoir and travels in prima-
ry territory. Alsointhe hunt is
Massachusetts senator Eliza-
beth Warren, who has been
scouting the ground in lowa,
which typically is the first sta-
te to hold primaries.

A dozen other aspirants
have expressed interest in ru-

Saudi teenager
fleeing abuse
reaches Canada

Toronto: A young Saudi
woman who caused a sensa-
tion by defying her family and
seeking asylum abroad was
welcomed with open arms in
Toronto on Saturday at the
end of an exhausting interna-
tional odvssey.

Foreign minister Chrystia
Freeland greeted Rahaf Mo-
hammed al-@Qunun, 18, after
she landed in Toronto, wear-
ing a blue ball cap and a gray
hoodie emblazoned in red
withthe word “CANADA."

Smiling broadly, she posed
for photographers with Free-
land at her side, but made no
statement. Qununcapturedthe
world's attention witha trail of
Twitter posts that ignited a
#SaveRahal movement as she
fled what she said was an abu-
sive family in ulira-conserva-
tive Saudi Arabia. are

Tulsi Gabbard, the first Hindu elected to the US Congress, said she
will formally announce her candidacy within the next week

nning — among them, former
New York mavor Michael Blo-
omberg, former vice-presi-
dent Joe Biden, Congressman
Beto O'Rourke and Eric Swal-
well, Senators Cory Booker,
Sherrod Brown, Kirsten Gilli-
brand, Amy Klobuchar, Bob
Casey, and governors Steve
Bullock and Terry McAuliffe.

A fourthterm lawmaker
from Hawaii, Gabbard, along
with newer first-time Repre-
sentatives such as Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortex and Rashiada
Tlaib, is among the new set of
Democrat insurgents who are
challenging the tradition po-
wer structure in the Party
with their radical leftist app-
roach. Gabbard, who served
in the US military herself

and is an Irag War veteran,
stunned her party and the
Washington establishment
in 2017 when she made an in-
dependent trip to Syria and
metthe country'sleader Bas-
har al-Assad, who the US re-
gardsas aswornenemy.

“Thereare alotof reasons

for me to make this decision.
There are a lot of challenges

that are facing the American
people that I'm concerned
about and that I want to help
solve,”
White House bid. “There is
one main issue that is central
to the rest, and that isthe issue
of war and peace.”

she said about her

Her views are already at-

tracting an army of trolls on
social media who regard her
as an outlier “Assad’s favouri-
te Democrat is Running for
President”, read a headline in
a far-right publication. Such
attacks have never bothered
the Hawaii representative wh-
o hasn't been afraid to take on
herown party establishment-
including former
Obama and Hillary Clinton.

President

Born in American Samoa

in 1981 to Carol and Mike Gab-
bard, she is the fourth of five
children, all brought up in the
Brahma Madhwa Gaudiva
sampradaya that her mother
embraced following her intro-
duction to the Krishna move-
ment. She named her five
children Bhakti, Jai, Aryan,
Tulsi, and Vrindavan.

Full report onwiwwdolin

the Department of Defense
and Congress, was approved,
allowing them to continue reg-
ular operations.

Thedispute has disrupted
everything from air travel to
tax collection and suspended
pay for many government
workers. Roughly 800,000 fed-
eral workers did not receive
paychecks that would have
gone out on Friday Some
have resorted to selling their
possessions o posting ap-

peals on online fundraising
sites to help pay their bills.

Miami International Air-
port said it will close one of its
terminals early over the next
several days due to a possible
shortage of security screen-
ers, who have been calling in
sick at twice the normal rate.

A union that represents
thousands of air traffic con-
trollers sued the Federal
Aviation Administration on
Friday, saving it had violated
federal wage law by failing to
pay workers. It is at least the
third lawsuit filed by unions
on behalf of unpaid workers.

The head of the US Secret
Service, which is responsible
for protecting Trump, has
warned employees that fi-
nancial stress can lead to de-
pression and anxiety.

A national emergency
would allow Trump to divert
money from other projects to
pay for the wall, which was a
central promise of his 2016
campaign. That, in turn,
could prompt him tosign bills
that restore funding to agen-
cies that have been affected
by the shutdown. reuters

Ivanka, Haley in

race for the post of
World Bank chief?

Washington: Former UN Am-
bassador Nikki Haley and US
President Trump's daughter
and adviser Ivanka are among
possible UScandidatestorepla-
ce outgoing World Bank Presi-
dent Jim Yong Kim, the Finan-
cial Times reported on Friday

Kim abruptly announced
Monday he was cutting short
his tenure as the bank's presi-
dent more than three yvears be-
fore his second term wasdue to
end. In addition to Trump and
Haley who steppeddown asUS
ambassador to the UN last
month, other names being floa-
ted include treasury underse-
cretary for international affa-
irs David Malpass and Mark
Green, head of the US Agency
for International Develop-
ment, the newspaper reported.

Ivanka in 2017 was the dri-
ving force behind a $1 billion,
Saudi-supported World Bank
fund to promote entreprene-
urship by women. The treasu-
ry department said on Friday
that it had no comment in po-
tential candidates. The de-
partment has received a “sig-
nificant number of recom-
mendations”, a spokesperson
said. “We are beginning the
internal review process for a
US nominee. We look forward
toworking with the governors
toselect anew leader™

Under an unwritten agree-
ment, the US, which is the ba-
nk's largest shareholder has al-
ways chosen its leader since
the institution was founded fol-
lowing World War 2 . But the

Shifting north magnetic pole
forces urgent navigation fix

Oslo: Rapid shifts in the
Earth’s north magnetic pole
are forcing researchers to
makeanunprecedentedearly
update to a model that helps
navigation by ships, planes
andsubmarines in the Arctic,
scientists said. The wande-
ring pole is driven by unpre-
dictable changes in liguid
iron deep inside the Earth.
“It's moving at about 50
km{30miles)a yvear [ididnt
move much between 1900
and 1980 but it's really acce-
lerated in the past 40 vears,”
Ciaran Beggan, of the Bri-
tish Geological Survey in
Edinburgh, said on Friday.
Beggan said the recent
shifts in the north magnetic
pole would be unnoticed by
most people outside the
Arctic, for instance using
smartphones in New York,

The magnetic field
has been changing
so0 quickly and
erratically that
researchers feel
drastic steps are
needed. The shiftis
so large that it is
on the verge of
exceeding the
acceptable limit for
navigation errors
Beijing or London.
Scientists must periodi-
cally update the World Mag-
netic Model to map this pro-
cess, and the most recent
version — produced in 2015
—was intended to last until

2020. However, themagnetic
field has been changing so

gquickly and erratically that
while conducting a routine
check in early 2018, British
and USresearchersrealised
drastic steps were needed.
The shift they observed was
s0 large it was on the verge
of exceeding the accepiable
limit for navigation errors.
To account for this, scien-
tists at the British Geological
Survey and the US National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration are issuing
an unprecedented emergen-
cy update to the model. An
updatewill be released on.Ja-
nuary 30, the journal Nature
said, delayed from January
15 because of the US govern-
ment shutdown. The chang-
es are essential as the sy-
stem is used by aircraft,
ships and even smartpho-
NES. THEINDEPENDANT & AGEMCIES

According to a media report,
Ivanka Trump and Nikki Haley :
are among possible US candidates :
to replace outgoing World Bank :
president Jim Yong Kim

success of a US candidate no
longer appears completely as-
sured. Kim was the first Ame-
rican nominee to face a contes-
ted election for the World Bank
presidency in 2012 and the ba-
nk’s board has said its selec-
tion process will be “open, me-
rit-based and transparent.”
implying non-US candidates
wouldn’t be ruled out.

The World Bank Board said
it would start accepting nomi-
nations for a new leader next
month and name a replaceme-
nt for Kim byApril. It said the
next president should have a
“proven frack record of leade-
rship” and “experience inman-
aging large organisations with
international exposure”. arp

Huawei sacks
staff held for
spying in Poland

Hongkong/ Warsaw: Chine-
se telecommunications equip-
ment maker Huaweisaid on Sa-
turday it had sackedanemploy-
egarrested in Poland on spying
charges in a case that could in-
tensify Western security con-
cerns about the company.
Poland’s internal affairs
minister; Joachim Brudzinski,
called for the European Union
and Nato to work on a joint po-
sition over whether to exclude
Huawei from their markets fol-
lowing the arrest of the Chine-
se emplovee and a former Po-
lish security official on Friday.
Huawei faces intense scru-
tiny in the West over its rela-
tionship with China's govern-
ment and US-led allegations
that its devices could be used
by Beijing for spying. The
firm has repeatedly denied
theaccusations. rReuTers

Facebook considered selling users’ data to cos in 2012

San Francisco: Facebook con-
sidered selling users’ data to
companies some years ago but
later decided to act against it,
themediareported. According
to Arstechnica.com that vie
wed an unredacted courtdocu-
ment, Facebook staff in 2012
considered charging compani-
es at least $250,000 for “access
to one of its primary troves of
userdata—the Graph APT".
“In April 2014, Facebook
changed the way the previo-

usly permissive Graph API
works. “The social media gi-
ant restricted some data ac-
cess and eliminated all access
to the earlier version by June
2015," the report said on Fri-
day. A failure on Facebook's
part to adequately redact a
public court document revea-
led this information.
According to Arstechni-
ca.com, Facebook gave “ex-
tended access to the v1.0 of
Graph API to numerous com-

NEW CONTROVERSY?

panies not only including
Nissan and Roval Bank of Ca-
nada but now also to Chrys-

ler/Fiat, Lyft, Airbnb,
Netflix, among others”.

A Facebook spokesperson,
however, was guoted as say-
ing that Chrysler/Fiat and
the other companies, besides
Nissan and Roval Bank of Ca-
nada, were listed erroneously
in the court document.

The news comes on the he-
el of the British Parliament
obtaining aset of internal Fa-
cebook documents from US
software company Six4Three

and

that hassued the social media
siant over what it claims are
frandulent breaches of cont-
ract. Facebook, however, de-
fended itself, saying that
Six4Three's “claims have no
merit, and we will continue to
defend ourselves vigorously™.

Now defunct, SixdThree
in anew filing to a California
lawsuit in May 2018 alleged
that Facebook collected in-
formation on users and their
friends through its apps. s

US sees its longest-ever shutdown as B! probed whether

Trump was working
for Russia: Report

Adam Goldman, Michael 5
Schmidt and Nicholas Fandos

Washington: In the days af
ter President Trump fired Ja-
mes Comey as FBI director,
law enforcement officials be-
came so concernead by the pre-
sident’s behaviour that they
began investigating whether
he had been working on be-
half of Russia against Am-
erican interests, according to
former law enforcement offi-
cials and others familiar with
the investigation.
Counterintelligence iIn-
vestigators had to consider
whether the president's own
actions constituted a possible
threat to national security
Agents also sought to deter-
mine whether Trump was
knowingly working for Rus
sia or had unwittingly fallen
under Moscow's influence.
The probe the FBI opened
into Trump also had a crimi-
nal aspect, which has long be-
en publicly known: whether
his firing of Comey constitu-
ted obstruction of justice
Agents and senior FBI offici-
als had grown suspicious of
Trump's ties to Bussia during
the 2016 campaign but held off
on opening an mnvestigation
into him, the people said, in
part because they were uncer-
tain how to proceed with an
inquiry of such sensitivity
and magnitude. But the presi-
dent’s activities before and af
ter Comey's firing in May
2007, particularly two instan-
ces in which Trump tied the
Comey dismissal to the Rus
sia probe, helped prompt the
counterintelligence aspect of
the inguiry, the people said.
Special counsel Robert
Mueller took over the inguiry

Bill in US seeks
to strip Pak’s
status as major
non-Nato ally

Washington: An influential
US lawmaker has introduced a
legislation in Congress to ter-
minate the designation of Pa-
kistanasamajor non-Natoally.

Introduced by Republican
Congressman Andy Briggs,
the resolution 73, introduced
in the House of Representa-
tives, seeks termination of Pa-
kistan as a major non-Nato al-
ly and also sets conditions for
its redesignation if any. The
resolution has been sent to the
House foreign affairs commit-
tee fornecessary action.

It states, for future redesig-
nation, the US president need
to certify to the Congress that
Pakistan continues to conduct
military operations that are
contributing to significantly
disrupting the safe haven and
freedom of movement of the
Haggani Network in that
country. The resolution asks
the President to certify that
Pakistan has shown progress
in arresting and prosecuting
the network's senior leaders
and mid-level operatives. eri

P-

Following Trump's firing of

James Comey as FBI director, the
agency grew concerned about
whether the president’s actions
constituted anti-American activity

into Trump when he was ap-
pointed, days after FBI offici- :
als opened it. That inguiry is :
part of Mueller's broader ex-
aminationof howRussianop- :
eratives interfered in the 2016 :
election and whether any Tr- |
ump associates conspired wi-
th them. It is unclear whether :
Mueller is still pursuing the ;

counterintelligence matter.

The criminal and counte- :
rintelligence elements were :
coupled together into one in-
vestigation, former law enfor-
cement officials said in inter- 3
views in recent weeks, becau-
seif Trump hadousted thehe-
ad of the FBI to impede or |
evenend the Russia investiga- :
tion, that was both a possible :
crime and a national security
concern. Trump blasted the
FBI on Saturday, insisting it :
acted “for no reason & with :
Wow, just learned :
in the Failing NYT that the :
corruptformerleadersof the
FBI, almost all fired or forced :
to leave the agency for some
very bad reasons, opened up
aninvestigation onme, forno :

.

noproof™.

reason & with no proof, after]

fired Lyin' James Comey, ato-
tal sleaze!” the US President :

tweeted, wyT e AGENCIES

‘China to
ease curbs
on foreign

investment’

Shanghai: China will re-
duce restrictions on foreign
investment and address dif-
ficulties facing foreign com-
panies investing in thecoun-
try, the commerce minister
said, according to a report
by the official Xinhua news
agency on saturday;

Commerce Minister
Zhong Shan said China
wonld allow full foreign own-
ershipof companies in more
areas of the economy and
would reduce the number of
industries in which foreign
investment was restricted or
barred, Xinhuareported. He
sald the Commerce Ministry
would push for a foreign in-
vestment law, improve the
handling of complaints
from foreign firms, and en-
courage foreign investment
in manufacturing and high
tech. The ministry would al-
so encourage foreigners to
invest in central and west-
ern China, he said.

China has been pushing to
broaden opportunities for pri-
vate firms and foreign inves-
tors to stimulate an economy
that is slowing on the back of
weakening domestic demand
and a trade war with the US.

China seeks toresolve
trade spat with US in 2019
China will work to tackle
trade friction with US this
year, commerce minister
Zhong Shan said in an inter-
view with top Chinese state
media. The ministry of com-
merce will push talks for-
ward and boost cooperation
with US, cities, business
communities and non-gov-
ernmentalgroups inorderto
promote a stable bilateral
trade relationship. asences

No plans to grant
further waivers on

[ran oil sale; US

Abudhabi: The US is not
looking to grant more waiv-
ers for Iranian oil imports
after the reimposition of US
the US special
representative for Iran said
on Saturday, underlining
Washington's push to choke

sanctions,

off Tehran's income.

“We are not looking to
grantany waivers orexemp-
tions to the import of Ira-
Brian Hook

nian crude,”
saidwhileonatrip to UAE.

US granted waivers to
eight major buvers of Ira-
nian oil—including China,
India, Japan and South Ko-
rea — after restoring ener-
gy sanctions in November,

US granted
waivers to eight
major buyers of
Iranian oil,
including India,
China, Japan and
South Korea, after
restoring energy
sanctions in
November. They
will end in May

onestate sponsorof terror-
ism ... We want to deny this
regime  the money it
needs,” headded.

Tensions between Iran

and the US have increased
since May, when United
States President Donald
Trump abandoned a 2015
nuclear deal between Teh-
ran and major powers, say-
ing the accord was flawed
in Tehran's favour, and re-
introduced sanctions on
[ranthathad beenlifted un-
derthe pact. reutens

Hook declined to say what
USwould dowhen the waiv-
ersend in May.

“Tran isnow increasing-
Iy feeling the economic iso-
lation that our sanctions
are imposing ... Wedo want
to deny the regime reve-
nues... 80% of Iran's reve-
nues come from oil exports
and this is (the) number

AROUND THE WORLD

Customer gifts car
to friendly worker
at eateryinUS

friendly worker at a Hutch-

inson McDonald's is riding
high after one of her regular
customers surprised her with a
major gift. Wichita business-
man Chris Ellis says he always
looked forward to being waited
on by Vicki Anderson when he
visited the restaurant. On
Monday, Anderson asked Ellis
if he knew anyone who was
selling a car. The Wichita Eagle
reports Ellis’ son was trying to
sell his 2009 Pontiac. So Ellis
bought it and drove it to Hutch-
inson Wednesday.

Rare bronze penny sells
for over $200K at auction
A rare 1943 bronze Lincoln
penny has sold for more than
$200,000 at a Florida auction.
Heritage Auctions says more
than 30 people bid on the rare
coin Thursday night. Only 10 to
15 of these pennies, mistak-
enly minted in bronze instead
of steel, are believed to exist.
They were made at a time
when bronze and copper were
being saved to fill metal short-
ages during World War Il

Teenattempts ‘Bird Box
challenge’, crashes car

A woman, 17, driver crashed a
car following a ‘Bird Box
challenge' in Utah. She
crashed her car while attempt-
ing to drive with her eyes
covered on January 7. She
veered into oncoming traffic
and struck a passenger car.

THREE DEAD IN PARIS GAS BLAST: Two French firefighters and a
Spanish citizen died and nearly people 50 were injured in a gas explosion
that qutted the ground floor of a building in a Paris shopping district on
Saturday. The accident occurred with central Paris under security lock-
down for a ninth consecutive Saturday of ‘yellow vest’ protests. 'As
firemen were looking for a gas leak in the building, a dramatic explosion
took place,’ interior minister said, Spanish foreign minister Josep Borrell
tweeted that a Spanish woman had also died in the blast

Luckily, no one was injured in ~ “Yellow vest’ protesters
the accident. rally in central London
Hundreds of demonstrators
Half-brother of Meghan wearing yellow vests took to
held on DUl charge the streets of London on Sat-

The half-brother of Meghan,
the Duchess of Sussex, is facing
a drunken-driving charge after
an arrest in Oregon. State
police said Thomas Wayne
Markle Jr. was visibly intoxicat-
ed when he was pulled over on
Friday in Josephine County, in
southwestem Oregon.

urday, in the largest protest yet
in UK copying the “yellow vest"
protests rocking France. Pro-
testers opposed to the govern-
ment’s austerity programme
and demanding a general
election marched through the
centre of the capital before
rallying in Trafalgar Square.




