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Discover something
new today. 

Ever heard of onomatopoeia?Ever heard of onomatopoeia?

Let your little ones READ their crackling

answers on www.youngworldclub.com

Nitish off��ers prayers on
352nd Prakash Parv 
PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar on Sunday offered

prayers at Takht Sri

Harmandir Patna Sahib on the

occasion of 352nd Prakash

Parv — birth anniversary of

10th Sikh Guru, Guru Govind

Singh. “We had organised

350th Prakash Parv of 10th

Sikh Guru on a grand scale

two years ago,” he said. PTI

IN BRIEF

Man posing as cop to
extort money arrested
MUZAFFARNAGAR

A man who allegedly

extorted money from truckers

by posing as a checking

officer was arrested in Uttar

Pradesh’s Shamli district, the

police said on Sunday. Shiv

Kumar would stop truckers

and demand money from

them. He was nabbed from

Kandhla town on January 12,

said Circle Officer Rajesh

Kumar Tiwari. PTI

Two killed in road
accident in Rajasthan 
JAIPUR

Two persons were killed and

seven injured when a car in

which they were travelling

rammed a stationary truck in

Rajasthan’s Nagaur on

Sunday, the police said. The

victims were on their way

towards Pushkar when the

accident happened. The

injured are undergoing

treatment at the district

hospital, the police added. PTI

Two drug smugglers held
in Jammu and Kashmir 
JAMMU

Two alleged narcotic

smugglers were arrested in

Jammu and Kashmir’s

Udhampur, the police said on

Sunday. Sameer Ahmad from

Doda and Mohammad Farooq

of Reasi were arrested after

the recovery of 205 kg of

poppy straw during checking

on January 12, they said. PTI

Though  the  campaign  for
the highstakes Jind byelec
tion  in Haryana, necessitat
ed due to the death of Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) MLA
Hari  Chand  Middha  in  Au
gust  last,  gathered  pace  on
Sunday with the candidates
holding closeddoor parleys
to make strategies and going
for  doortodoor  campaign,
the contest seems to be wide
open  with  caste  equations
going awry following the en
try of Congress’ communica
tions’  incharge and Kaithal
MLA  Randeep  Singh
Surjewala.

What was earlier tipped to
be a direct fi��ght between the
Bharatiya  Janata  Paty  and
the  newly  formed  Jannayak
Janata  Party  ( JJP),  with  the
latter  having  a  clear  edge,
and  the  Congress  being  at
distant  number  four,  could
now be a photo fi��nish with a
close  contest  between  the
three parties.

Hoping  to  romp  home
with the overwhelming sup
port of the Jats — the Jind As
sembly  constituency  has
around  1.7  lakh  electorate
with around 30% Jats, the JJP
— formed  after  the  split  in
INLD in December last — has
certainly been harmed with
the candidature of Mr. Surje
wala, also a Jat.

Another  Jat  candidate
INLD’s  Umed  Redhu  is  also
likely to cause a dent in the
Jat vote further reducing the
share  of  the  Congress  and
the JJP.

Though  trying  to  reach
out to the urban nonJat vo
ters beyond its traditional Jat
constituency  by  promising
better infrastructure and de
velopment  in  the  sleepy
town,  the  JJP  is  unlikely  to
fi��nd speedy acceptance, es
pecially  with  the  organisa

tional  setup  still  in  its
infancy.

BJP’s masterstoke
Political analysts have ques
tioned  the  choice  of  candi
date by the ruling BJP, which
has fi��elded Krishan Middha,
a “Punjabi”, contending that
a “baniya” could have been a
better bet appealing to both
the communities alike. 

Mr.  Middha  is  the  son  of
late  MLA  Hari  Chand
Middha.

The party’s prospects are
also  marred  by  dissidents,
not happy with the party of
fering ticket to turncoat Mr.
Middha,  who  quit  INLD  to

join  the saff��ron party a  few
months  ago,  over  oldtime
party workers. The “baniya”
vote, around 7 % of the total
electorate,  is  now  likely  to
drift  towards  the  Congress,
harming the interests of the
party in a keenlyfought poll. 

Though  Mr.  Surjewala,  a
prominent fi��gure in Haryana
politics, has the tallest politi
cal  stature  among  the  30
odd  candidates  in  the  fray,
with the withdrawal of nom
inations fi��xed for January 14,
he  might  fi��nd  it  diffi��cult  to
shrug off��  the  tag of being a
“nonserious”  candidate
since he already  represents
Kaithal  in  the  Haryana  As

sembly. Besides, the party’s
traditional support base, Mr.
Surjewala’s  campaign  man
agers pin hopes on his own
persona. Said to be a “reluc
tant”  candidate,  Mr.  Surje
wala,  who  seems  to  have
played a big political gamble
by  agreeing  to  the  contest
the  election,  could  be
harmed  by  factionalism  in
the party.

More  than  the  party,  Mr.
Surjewala has high stakes for
himself with the result likely
to  impact his chief ministe
rial ambitions.

Claiming to have a “Modi”
like  wave  in  the  State  with
the strongest support base at
Jind,  JJP,  which  was
launched amid huge fanfare
in the political capital of the
State, will be hugely impact
ed  by  the  result  of  the  fi��rst
electoral contest and for the
ruling BJP, riding high on the
recent clean sweep in Mayor
elections  in  fi��ve  Municipal
Corporations, the win could
set the tempo for the upcom
ing  Lok  Sabha  and  Vidhan
Sabha elections. 

Voting is scheduled to be
held on  January 28 and the
results will be out on January
31.

Surjewala’s entry throws 
Jind by-election wide open
The Cong, BJP, JJP enter the fray with their most-popular faces; voting on January 28

Ashok Kumar

JIND

JJP leader Digvijay Singh Chautala, contesting as an independent candidate, during his
campaign for the Jind by-election. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.30 Hrs)

Forecast  for  Monday: No weather warning

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................. —.... 28.6...... 9.6 Kozhikode ............... —.... 33.4.... 23.0

Ahmedabad............ —.... 28.4.... 10.6 Kurnool ................... —.... 32.5.... 18.6

Aizawl ................... —.... 27.6.........— Lucknow.................. —.... 23.4...... 7.2

Allahabad .............. —.... 23.5.... 12.0 Madurai................... —.... 32.2.... 21.2

Bengaluru .............. —.... 30.3.... 14.3 Mangaluru............... —.... 35.4.... 20.4

Bhopal................... —.... 24.8.... 11.0 Mumbai................... —.... 30.3.... 14.0

Bhubaneswar ......... —.... 29.2.... 12.4 Mysuru.................... —.... 29.4.... 15.5

Chandigarh .............1.... 20.6...... 9.2 New Delhi ............... —.... 23.5...... 8.5

Chennai ................. —.... 29.0.... 20.8 Patna ...................... —.... 24.6...... 7.6

Coimbatore............ —.... 29.9.... 18.4 Port Blair ................ —.... 30.2.... 25.6

Dehradun............... —.... 23.1...... 9.1 Puducherry.............. —.... 29.6.... 19.0

Gangtok................. —.... 15.1...... 5.1 Pune ....................... —.... 31.3.... 10.2

Goa ....................... —.... 32.2.... 20.0 Raipur ..................... —.... 27.6.... 14.8

Guwahati ............... —.... 26.0...... 8.9 Ranchi..................... —.... 25.2...... 9.5

Hubballi................. —.... 29.0.... 17.0 Shillong................... —.... 17.2...... 5.9

Hyderabad ............. —.... 29.6.... 17.5 Shimla..................... —...... 9.4...... 0.2

Imphal................... —.... 23.2...... 4.9 Srinagar .................. —...... 8.1.....-0.4

Jaipur .................... —.... 22.8.... 10.0 Trivandrum ............. —.... 33.3.... 21.2

Kochi..................... —.... 31.4.... 23.4 Tiruchi .................... —.... 30.7.... 19.8

Kohima.................. —.... 16.4...... 5.0 Vijayawada .............. —.... 29.1.... 19.8

Kolkata.................. —.... 26.5.... 13.1 Visakhapatnam ......... —.... 28.0.... 19.5

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Muzaffarpur,
Bihar recorded an overall
air quality index (AQI)
score of 454 indicating an
unhealthy level of
pollution. In contrast,
Amritsar, Punjab recorded
a healthy AQI score of 56

Ahmedabad..... 75 .96 .25 ..235 .....— ....*

Bengaluru ....... ..5 .27 160 ..134 .....— ....*

Chennai .......... 25 .20 .70 ..141 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 29 ..— .88 ..461 .427 ....*

Hyderabad ...... ..7 .44 .24 ..162 .....— ....*

Kolkata........... 20 .74 .12 ..386 .318 ....*

Lucknow ......... 34 .67 .48 ..431 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 39 .50 100 ..154 .207 ....*

Pune............... 65 .12 .50 ..192 .144 ....*

Visakhapatnam 19 .69 .31 ..254 .180 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

premature death in people with heart or lung disease

Security  has  been  tight
ened in Morna here follow
ing the murder of a doctor,
the police said on Sunday.
The 40yearold veterinary
doctor, Satish Kumar, was
found murdered in Morna
on January 12, they said. 

Kumar who was missing
since January 11 was killed
over  a  monetary  dispute,
the police said, adding that
the  accused,  Kamil,  has
been arrested.

Angry  villagers  blocked
the  BhipaMorna  road  de
manding action against the
killers. 

Police personnel in large
numbers  have  been  de
ployed in the area to main
tain  law  and  order,  they
said.

Security beefed
up in U.P. after
veterinarian’s
murder

Press Trust of India

Muzaffarnagar

At  least  six  persons  were
killed  and  40  injured  on
Sunday  in  a  collision  bet
ween a roadways bus and a
truck in Fatehpur district,
the police said.

The incident took place
in Kalyanpur. The bus was
carrying  pilgrims  from
Kanpur to Allahabad, they
said. 

“The incident took place
on Sunday morning on Na
tional Highway 2 when the
roadways bus carrying the
pilgrims  collided  with  a
truck after its tyre explod
ed,”  said Bindki Circle Of
fi��cer Abhishek Tiwari. 

Five people died on the
spot  while  another  suc
cumbed  in  a  hospital,  he
added.

Six killed 
in bus-truck
collision

Press Trust of India

Banda


