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CASHING IN: Kidambi Srikanth

Srikanth signs Rs 35-cr
deal with Chinese brand

New Delhi: Kidambi Srikanth signed a
four year 35-crore sports sponsorship deal
with Chinese brand Li-Ning on Monday.
The former world number one, who is the
only Indian badminton player to have won
six Super Series badminton event, signed
a four-year deal with premium Chinese
sports brand Li-Ning which will comprise
of sponsorship and equipment supply, a
media release said. “| am honoured to be
the face of Li Ning in India and globally. |
love their products and I'm really looking
forward to stepping on the court with a
renewed vigour to accomplish few more
goals that | have set for myself & keep
bring laurels for my country,” Srikanth
said. Li-Ning has been supporting the
badminton teams of China, Indonesia,
Singapore and Australia and was also the
official sponsor of the Indian contingent at
the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta.

Ishan to lead Board President's XI
against England Lions: Jharkhand
wicketkeeper-batsman Ishan Kishan will
lead Board President’s X1 in a three day
warm-up game against England Lions in
Thiruvananthapuram from January 18-20.
The players involved in the Ranji Trophy
quarterfinals have not been considered for
selection, said the BCCI in a statement.
Jharkhand's left-arm spinner Pappu Roy,
rookie Mumbai fast bowler Tushar Desh-
pande, Andhra batsman Ricky Bhui have
earned their places in the side.

BP XI: Ishan Kishan (C & WK), Rituraj
Gaekwad, Anmolpreet Singh, Deepak
Hooda, Rajat Pattidar, Ricky Bhui, Himmat
Singh, Mayank Markande, Jayant Yadav,
Pappu Roy, Pankaj Jaiswal, Tushar Desh-
pande, Navdeep Saini.

Curry delivers 48 pts; Ibaka lifts
Raptors over pesky Wizards: Stephen
Curry scored 48 points and drained 11
three pointers as the Golden State War-
riors stretched their win streak to four
straight with a 119-114 victory over the
Dallas Mavericks on Sunday. Curry tallied
24 points in the second half and scored the
final seven for two-time defending league
champion Golden State. Elsewhere, Serge
Ibaka drained the go-ahead three-pointer
with 15 seconds left in the second overti-
me Sunday to lift the Toronto Raptorstoa
140-138 victory over the Washington
Wizards.

1956 Olympics footballer Zulfigar
passesaway: Former India footballer
Mohammed Zulfigaruddin, who was a part
of the fourth place finishing team in the
1956 Olympics in Melbourne, passed away
here Sunday. He was 83 and survived by
three sons and two daughters. As a 17-
year old, Zulfiqaruddin was a part of the
Indian squad which had finished fourth in
the 1956 Melbourne Olympics. But he did
not play any match. India lost to Bulgaria
0-3 in the bronze-medal match in Mel-
bourne to finish fourth, a result considered
one of the finest moments in the country's
football history. acencies

ACTION TODAY

BASKETBALL: NBA: Houston vs Memp-
his, 6.30 am; Clippers vs Orleans, 9 am
(Live on ESPN)

CRICKET: India vs Australia, 2nd ODI, 8.50
am (Live on Sony Six/Ten 3); Ranji Trophy,
9.30 am (Live on Star Sports 1)
FOOTBALL: Asian Cup, 7 pm (Live on Star
Sports 1 & 3)

TENNIS: Australian Open, 5.30 am (Live
on Ten 2)

WRESTLING: PWL: Punjab vs Jaipur, 6.50
pm (Live on Sony Six)

Khelo India Youth Games: 1.30 pm
(Live on Star Sports 2)
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NEED FOR SPEED: MS Dhoni (R)
had a 137-run stand with Rohit
Sharma (L) in the first ODI but
batted a bit slowly for his 51
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MR PROLIFIC

Rohit Sharma holds an unparalleled feat of posting at
least a hundred in 10 successive 0Dl series/tournaments
commencing from the ICC Champions Trophy in England in
June 2017. He has 12 centuries to his name in this period,
more than any contemporary batsman. He also has the

second highest tally of runs.

THE NUMBER OF HUNDREDS AND RUNS SINCE JUNE, 2017

Rohit Sharma (41 matches)

Tons

2456 runs {12 |

Virat Kohli (38 matches)

. s0  u

Jonny Bairstow (28 matches)
1370

Joe Root (33 matches)

I 1402

Pandya and Rahul apol()gise

As India Look To Solve Mtddle Order Puzzle; Second ODI Today

Adelaide: Mahendra Singh Dhoni's inability
to set the pace during middle overs will remain
a major cause of concern when India take on
Australia in a do-or-die second ODI on Tuesday
in their bid to keep the three-match series alive.

Hardik Pandya’s sudden suspension on dis-
ciplinary grounds has badly affected the bal-
ance of the batting order, which was apparent
during team’s 34-run defeat in the opening
match despite vice-captain Rohit Sharma'’s
22nd hundred in 50-over format.

Dhoni’s 51 off 96 balls and the failure to
rotate the strike has brought into focus the
rejigging that skipper Virat Kohli and coach
Ravi Shastri will have to think about.

Dhoni has been slotted at No. 5 and even
though vice-captain Rohit wants the veteran
to bat a notch higher; cues from India’s training
session made it clear that the team is unlikely
to tinker with the batting order:

India's batting order came under the spot-
light at the Sydney Cricket Ground. The top
three (Rohit, Shikhar Dhawan and Kohli) have
enjoved a fairly consistent run since 2016. But
it was a rare occasion when Dhoni had to come
out in the fourth over of the innings.

Dhoni averages 52.95 while batting at num-
ber four, which is higher than his current ca-
reer-average of 50.11 over 333 games. [t iseven
higher than his favoured batting positions of
No. 5 (50.70) and No. 6 (46.33).

Virat Kohli's

splendid innings

off 126 balls at

Adelaide in the

World Cup
encounter against Pakistan on February 15,
2015. Assisted by Shikhar Dhawan's 73 and
Mohammed Shami's four-wicket haul (4/35),
India had recorded a 76-ball win.

—RAJESH KUMAR

Dhoni's career strike-rate at No. 4 is 94.21,
which is higher than his overall career strike-
rate of 87.680, or his strike rate at No. 5 (86.08)
and No. 6 (83.23). When India last played ODIs
in Australia in January 2016, Dhoni batted at
number four in two matches but only scored
18 runs. In fact, since that series, Dhoni has
batted at number four in only eight ODIs, with
the last instance being the 2018 Asia Cup.

He averages 24.75 in this interim, with a
strike-rate of 77.34 and a highest of 80 against
New Zealand in October 2016. This presents a
guandary, which the Indian team management
might struggle to sort out.

Ambati Ravudu did well enough in the Asia
Cup and in the home series against West In-
dies, and both batsmen merit a longer run in

their respective positions to help settle this
batting line-up in the run-up to the English
summer. No pre-match short-list has been an-
nounced for this second ODI. All-rounder Vijay
Shankar arrived here on Monday afternoon,
thus might not be available for selection.

While India coped in the Asia Cup and
against West Indies when Hardik Pandva was
out injured, playing three spinners in sub-
continental conditions helped. In overseas
conditions, Pandya's absence restricts the
team's capability with both bat and ball.

Despite his suspect action, Rayudu is free
to continue bowling in international cricket,
but it remains to be seen if the team manage-
ment would want him to.

Kedar Jadhav provides an alternative op-
tion in that light, and he could come into the
playing eleven at Dinesh Karthik's expense.

There is every chance that the bowling com-
position will remain unchanged, despite
Khaleel Ahmed being off-colour. He batted in
the nets alongside Yuzvendra Chahal on Mon-
day. Mohammed Shami, one of the three fast
bowlers, was most impressive in the first
match and given the delicate situation of this
series, he will certainly not be left out.

The team management also banks on Ravin-
dra Jadeja's all-round skills, and as such Cha-
hal’s chances of an immediate return to the
side looks doubtful. em

‘Not playing regularly can impact rhythm’

Bhuvneshwar revealed that
he wasn't 100 percent fit during
the series but 1s currently nig-
gle free. “See, I was fit but 1
couldn't say that I wasa 100 per
cent. I really didn't know 1
would be able to go through
that thing (Tests). What was
good was that we had bowlers
who could play at that time and
[ got time to be 100 per cent fit
again. I wasn't really sure that
time,” he said.

Bhuvneshwar claimed that
he has been able to regain his
usual pace and will be bowling
at 130-135 kmph.

“I was going through niggles
at that time (in England) and
when vou have a niggle you
can't be a 100 per cent, so that
was during that period. Since
then and now, | have trained a
lot, especially during the one
month of the Test series. |
trained a lot. That is the reason
I am back to 130-135 (pace),” he

Svdney: Not plaving interna-
tional cricket for a considerable
amount of time can impact any
bowler's match rhythm. Pacer
Bhuvneshwar Kumar learnt
it the hard way after being hit
for 66 runs in the first ODI
against Australia at Sydney.

Bhuvneshwar, who was a
part of the Test squad, wasn't
picked in the playing XI during
the four-match series and did
look rusty during the slog overs
of the opening ODI.

Asked if being out of com-
petitive cricket for a month have
an impact, he replied: “It (not
playing regularly) did impact
{my rhythm). Match rhythm is
totally different when it comes
to bowling. 1 was trying every-
thing to be in rhythm in the nets.
But it can’t be a 100 per cent
when vou compare to a match
(situation). It wasn't great in the
last match (in Sydney) but it
wasn't bad as well. It will im-

prove as the matches go on.” said. e

PROFLIGATE:
Bhuvneshwar gave
away 66 runs in his 10
overs in the first ODI

Con51stency the key for

preliminary probe begins today Karnataka vs Ra]asthan

BHUVI ON PERFECTING
YORKERS

“The skills (required to
bowl yorkers) are different.
| was practising bowling
yorkers at the shoes, and |
was practising for the end
(slog) overs to take
wickets or block some
runs. This (keeping shoes
on the pitch) is something
that | have been doing for
some time,

ON BOWLING WITH NEW
AND OLD BALLS

“You try to swing the new-
ball and take wickets, With
the old ball, you look to
bowl yorkers or slower
halls. When you bowl with a
new-ball, there are only two
fielders outside the circle.
With the old-ball, batsmen
don't care how many guys
are outside the circle.”

Ross Taylor (23 matches)
DN 1376 3
Fakhar Zaman (26 matches)
N 1275 3
—RAJESH HUMAR
India's only ODI win in five Australia have
matches (after losing the first won the last five
four) vs Australia at Adelaide matches played
was by four wickets on at Adelaide - two
February 12, 2012. Overall, each against
India have won eight and lost five out England & Pakistan and
of 14 played at this venue (Tied 1). one against South Africa.
India's tally of wins includes two each | Three matches have been
against Pakistan and New Zealand won by them batting first
and one each against Australia, West and the remaining two
Indies, Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka. while chasing.
SERIES WIN it's going to be a great

WOULD MEAN A
LOT: CAREY

“It would mean a lot, it has been
a while. | want to see Australia
win and being part of it means so
much to us every game we play.
But to continue to get better
every game is probably our
biggest process at the moment
leading into that World Cup.
“Against India, they're a really
good side so they're going to look
to bounce back pretty quickly. So

opportunity to stand up tomorrow
night, to puff our chests out again
and hopefully put another really
good performance.

“I think the other night was a
really big step forward and we
can improve from that, definitely.
Obviously the three guicks that
played the Test series and played
last series aren’t in this series so
itis a really good opportunity for
Jason Behrendorff, Jhye
Richardson and Peter Siddle who
all played really well the other
night.”

Indian fans are just
so hard, so critical

Dean Jones

ow did we win that
first ODI? Our young-
sters, especially Jason
hrendorff and Jhye
Richardson got and took their
opportunity against India on
Saturday, and at four for three,
the game was almost over, [ can-
not believe how much criticism
MS Dhoni has got about losing
the game, and how the press
and all the pundits in the world
have gone after him.

Do people actually not un-
derstand what it takes to come
in when the team is four for
three? Number one, you have
got to stop the bleeding, and
he did that. Number two, he
got a shocKing 1bw decision.
And number 3, at the end of
the game with around six
overs to go, Australia were
worried, mainly due to the ef-
forts of Rohit Sharma and
Dhoni. And then there’s the
criticism that's been thrown
at Rohit saving he’s not fit!
The Indian fans are just so
hard, so critical.

That's not to take anything
away from Australia. Richard-
son bowled with some real pace
and reverse swung the ball; his

batting shows that there's
something there and that he
may just be a replacement for
Stare in the future. Overall, 1
think the batting was outstand-
ing. I was so impressed by Pe-
ter Handscomb, and I would
like to see him watch his foot-
work in the One-day game and
trv to mimic it in Tests, if he
gets another opportunity to do
so. He's got to understand that
red ball and white ball aren't
much different in footwork.
Where was the cover drive, the
shots down the ground that we
should have seen in the Test
matches? Hopefully he will
learn from this.

What Virat needs to do is
stop the Australian middle-
order; they have made sure
they've got guys in the middle
who play spin well, particu-
larly Handscomb. India have
got to plug up the ones. Aus-
tralia needed the confidence
from this performance and will
have taken heart from it. So
maybe, Australia aren't as bad
as people think and I hope
these bowlers make it very
hard for Starc, Hazlewood and
Cummins to come back into
the team. I'm still expecting
India to win the series. camerLan

THE
ULTIMATE

INVERTER
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Olivier leads SA to s series sweep

Johannesburg: Fiery fast bowler
Duanne Olivier took keyv early

Tinaes News Network

Mumbai: As directed by the chair-
man of the BCCIl's Committee of
Administrators (CoA) Vinod Rai,
and in line with the legal opinion
sought from law firm Cyril Amar-
chand Mangaldas, Board CEQ Ra-
hul Johri, on Tuesday, will conduct
a preliminary enquiry in the mat-
ter involving cricketers Hardik
Pandva and KL Rahul and their
controversial talk show with film-
maker KaranJohar

Pandva and Rahul flew back
from Australia late on Sunday. The
cricketers will now make themsel-

ves available for a telephone con-

versation with Johri, following
which the CEO will forward the re-
port to an ombudsman. The om-
budsman, yet to be appointed, will
then take a final call on the report
whichwill then be submitted tothe
CoA.

Both cricketers have sent their
respectiverepliestotheshowcause
notices sent by the CoA and have

pleaded ;.,mﬂt}r to the charges. The
CoA had giventhecricketers seven
days to reply to the showcause/su-
spension notices sent on Friday
and Pandya and Rahul have profu-
sely apologised for theiractions.

They will miss out on the entire
seriesagainst Australia and will al-
s0 miss the series — five ODIs and
three T20 Internationals — in New
Zealand, whichmakeforatotal of 11
matches. The CoA will take a furt-
herdecisionon whetherthecricke-
ters need to be given a longer ban
based on the ombudsman's report.
A severe financial penalty can also
beexpected.

The Supreme Court is schedu-
led to hear the BCCI matter on
Thursday and the CoA expects the
two-judge bench to oversee the ap-
pointment of the ombudsman.
Should the hearing not take place
as scheduled, the CoA chairman
will then appoint an ad-hoc om-
budsman — in line with the legal
opinion sought —and conclude the
hearing process.

ManujaVeerappa
@timesgroup.com
Bengaluru: Much like the
weather in the city Karnata-
ka's campaign in Ranji Trop-
hy thus far has been unpre-
dictable. They have snatched
victories from the jaws of dull
draws on two occasions and
on anequal numberof instan-
ces have conceded full points
fromaposition where they co-
uld have salvaged a draw or

even fancied awin.
Inconsistent. That’s a
word that best describes the
former champions perfor-
mance. To their credit, they
have been without their key
players for the better part of
the tournament with Mavank
Agarwal, Manish Pandey, Ka-
run Nair, R Samarth and K
Gowtham all away on natio-
nal or A’ classduty. In fact, on-
ly three players - Shreyas Go-
pal, KV Siddharth and D Ni-

RANJI LAST-8
FIXTURES

InNagpur:Vidarbhavs
Uttarakhand

InLucknow: Saurashtravs
Uttar Pradesh

In Bengaluru: Karnataka
vs Rajasthan

In Wayanad: Gujarat vs
Kerala

schal - havefeatured inall the
eight outings.

In such a scenario, Karna-
taka will have come together
as a cohesive unit when they
host the red-hot Rajasthan,
the group ‘C’ toppers, in the
quarterfinals starting here
on Tuesday. Rajasthan, led by
the voung Mahipal Lomror,
have been in a league of their
own this seazon, piling an in-
credible 51 points.

wickets as South Africa wrapped
upaclean sweepof theirseriesaga-
inst Pakistan with victory by 107
runs on the fourth day of the third
and final Test on Monday:

Pakistan resumed their second
Innings needing a further 228 for
victory with seven wickets in hand,
but their chances faded when Olivi-
er removed the dangerous Babar
Azam (21) and captain Sarfraz Ah-
med (0)in consecutive balls.

The home side chipped away at
the wickets to bowl the visitors out
for 273, with Olivier(3-74) and Kagi-
soRabada(3-75) the pick of a hostile
South African attack that has been
keyto the team's success.

The teams begin a five-match
one-day international series on Sa-
turday with the first game in Port
Elizabeth. They will also play three
Twenty20 matches.

“I'm extremely proud, a 3-0 seri-
es win is just what we asked the gu-
vsfor,” stand-inSouth Africa capta-
in Dean Elgar said at the post-
match presentation,

Duanne Olivier (right) after the
dismissal of Babar Azam on Monday

“It's a good way to start the year,
we have set our goals and are half-
way there with one more test series
against Sri Lanka to come.”

“Our fast bowlers know what
they want to do, which makes your
life easier as a captain. They have
worked out their game-plans and
know how to execute,” he added.

Losing percentage
95- 65uf by Pakistanin
Testsin Australiaand South
Africasince 1999, They have lost
12 outof 12 in Oz and 10 outof1lin

SA (won 1),

17 No.of dismissals by
wicketkeepersin the

Jo'burg Test - Sarfraz Ahmed (10)
andQuintonde Kock (7) - a world
record in a Testmatch.

Olivier was asked to open the
bowlingon the fourth morning and
took his wicket tally in the seriesto
24 with two quick scalps.

The pace and bounce proved too
much for Azam, who could only
fend a viciousdelivery to wicketke-
eper GQuinton de Kock.,

Pakistan's in-form captain Sar-
frazwas bowled the vervnextball, a
double-strike that appeared to take
thefight outof the visitors.

REUTERS

Brief scores: South Africa 262 & 303
heat Pakistan 1858 273(Shafig 65, Olivi-
er 3-74) by 107 runs




