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Pompeo's North Korean
Counterpart Booked on
Flight to Washington
SEOQUL: Three Morth Korean
officials, including itstopenvoy
involvedin negotiations withthe
United States, are bookedona
flightto Washington from Beijing
on Thursday, South Korea's
Yonhap news agency reported.
S Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo and senior North Korean
official Kim Yong Chol are expec-
ted to meet onThursday or Friday
inthe UScapitaltodiscussa
second summit between their
leaders, CNN and South Korean
media reported citing sources
familiar withthe issue. A meeting
could mean thetwo sidesare
nearing a compromise after
monthsof standoff over how to
move forward in endingMorth
Korea's nuclear and missile
programmes. Kim Yong Chol,
along with North Karea's vice
foreign minister Choe Son Huli,
and a third official, have reserva-
tions on aUnited Airlines flight
leaving Beijing on Thursday
evening for Washington, Yonhap
caid on Wednesday. Reuters
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‘China Using Media, Think
Tanks and Tourism to
Influence Public Opinion’

WASHINGTON: China has been
using its massive investment in
media, foreign educational
institutions and think tanksin
addition tothe little known field
of tourism to influence global
publicopinion in its favour, the
Pentagon hassaid. Inareport
titled “Assessment on United
States Defence Implications of
China's Expanding Global Access”,
the Pentagon said China has made
both direct and indirect invest-
ments innews media organisa-
tions abroad. PTI
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Anger at Malaysia
Textbook Telling Girls to

‘Protect Sex Organs’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia's
government will alter an elemen-
tary-school textbook which
suggested girls should dress
modestly to prevent sexual
assault, authorities said on
Wednesday, afterit sparked
widespread anger. Social media
exploded with outrage after
imagescirculated of a sectionof
the book, which is vsed by nine-
year-olds, entitled “Saving one's
modesty”. It featured a series of
pictures of afictional girl called
Amira, whose parentsadvise her
to protect “the modesty of her
sexualorgans” by wearing the
correctattire. Activistssaid the
book was teaching children from
a young age that female victims
of sex attacks only had them-
selvesto blame. “We are appal-
led,” said Meera Samanther,
vice-president of rights group
Women's Aid Organisation. AFP
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FB Brings Stricter Ad

Rules Ahead of Polls

To extend political ad tools for curbing election interference to
India, Nigeria, Ukraine and EU where polls are due this year

SAN FRANCISCO Facebook Inc
told Reuters on Tuesday that it wo-
uld extend some of its political ad-
vertising rules and tools for cur-
bingelection interference toIndia,
Nigeria, Ukraine and the Europe-
an Union before significant votes
in the next few months.

As the largest social media servi-
ce in nearly every big country, Fa-
cebook since 2016 has become a me-
ans for politicians and their adver-
saries to distribute fake news and
other propaganda.

Buving Facebook ads can widen
the audience for such material. but
some of those influence efforts
may violate election rules and the
company spolicies.

Under pressure from authorities
around the world, Facebook last ve-
ar introduced several initiatives to
increaseoversight of political ads.

ELginn ingon Wednesday in Nige-
ria, only advertisers locatedin the
country will be able to run electo-
ral ads, mirroring apolicy unveiled
during an Irish referendum last
May, KatieHarbath, Facebook's di-
rector of global politics and outre-
ach,said inan interview.

The same policy will take effect in
Ukraine in February Nigeria

FACEBOOK HAS SINCE
2016 BECOME A MEANS
FOR POLITICIANS AND
THEIR ADVERSARIES TO
DISTRIBUTE FAKE NEWS

holds a presidential election on Fe-
bruary 18, while Ukraine will fol-
low on March 31.

In India, which votes for parlia-
ment this spring, Facebookwill pla-
ce electoral ads in a searchable onli-

REUTERS

nelibrarystartingfromnextmonth,
said Rob Leathern, adirector of pro-
duct management at the company.

“We're learning from every co-
untry,” Leathern said. “We know
we're not going to be perfect, but
our goal iscontinuing, ongoing im-
provement.” Facebook believes
thatholdingthe adsinalibrary for-
seven years isakeypartof fighting
intereference, he added.

The Indian archive will contain
contact information for some ad
buyers or their official regulatory
certificates. Reuters

Around the World

White House Considering
Nooyi to Head World Bank

TOI PHOTD

WASHINGTON: The White Hou-
se is considering Indra K Nooyi,
the former chief executive officer
of PepsiCo, for the position of
World Bank president, according
to several people familiar with the
Process,

MNoovi, who stepped down from
her role at PepsiCo last August af-
ter leading the company for 12 ve-
ars, has been courted as an admi-
nistration ally by Ivanka Trump,
the president’s eldest daughter
who is playing a role in the selec-
tionof anominee,

The decision-making process for
thetoppostat the World Bank isflu-
it and it 1ts initial stages and early
frontorunners and candidates of-
ten fall off the radar, or withdraw
from consideration, before the pre-
sidentmakeshisultimate pick. Do-
nald Trump often makes his own
gutdecisions about whom tochose,

It is unclear whether Nooyi wo-
uld accept the nomination if cho-
sen by the administration but
Ivanka Trump, who has tweeted
that she views Noovi as a “mentor
+ inspiration,” has floated her na-
me as a potential successor. Noovi
has dined with the president and
other business leaders at his Bed-
minster, New Jersey, golf club. She
drew criticism for assuming an
advisory role on his business co-
uncil, which was disbanded after

many chief executives quit follo-

wing Donald Trump's comments

Former PepsiCo CED has been courted as an administrative ally by Ivanka
Trump, who is playing a roleinthe selection of nominees at World Bank

blaming “many sides” for white
supremacist violence in Charlot-

tesville, Virginia, in August 2017,
Negative comments that Nooy

made after the 2016 election, du-
ring which she did not publicly en-
dorse any candidate, are seen as a
potential roadblock to her nomi-
nation. Trump'swin, she said, cre-
ated a lot of guestions among her

daughtersand her emplovees,

“They were all in mourning,”
MNooyi said in an interview with
Andrew Ross Sorkin at The New
York Times's DealBook conferen-

ce in 2016.

“Our emplovees are all crying.

And the question that they're as-
king, especially those who are not
white: ‘Are we safe?” Women are
i asking: ‘Arewesafe?” LGBT people
are asking: ‘Are we safe? I never
thought I'd have had to answer
those questions.”

Nooyi later tried toclarify her re-
marks and a spokesman for Pepsi-
Co told Fortune magazine that
“Mrs Noovi misspoke. She was re-
ferring to the reaction of a group
of emplovees she spoke to who we-
re apprehensive about the outco-
me of the election. She never in-
tended to imply thatall employees
feel the sameway.” NYT
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Labour Calls on May to Try a Brexit
Compromise to Get Deal Passed

‘May Needs to
Extend Brexit
Deadline’

EDINBURGH If British Prime
Minister Theresa May wants a
cross-party compromise on Brex-
it the first thing she needs todo is
to extend the March 29 time limit,
Scottish First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon said on Wednesday.

The day after a parliamentary
loss by the worst margin for a Bri-
tish government in modern times,
the pressure ison May toshowshe
can find a workaround with oppo-
sition political parties to take Bri-
tain out of its current relations-
hip with the world's largest tra-
ding bloc.

The EU says it co-
= uld extend the
May doesn’t Brexit deadline if
seem to be London provided
preparedto avalid reason.
abandonor Sturgeon added,
move any of however, that the
her red lines political complex-
in order to ities of delivering
open any Brexit meant that
spacefornew the most credible
ideas, says option was now to
Sturgeon offer a second EU

referendum vote.

May “doesn’'t seem to have any
clear idea herself of what the next
steps are and it didn't seem to me
thatshe is prepared to abandon or
move any of her red lines in order
to open space for any new ideas,”
Sturgeon said, summarising a

phone call with May on Tuesday
night after the vote.

But asked whether her Scottish
National Party could support a
Norway-styvle customs union ar-
rangement. Reuters

LONDON Prime Minister There-
sa May could eventually get a
Brexit deal through parliament if
shenegotiated a compromisewith
the opposition Labour Party, the
second most powerful man in the
party told Reuters on Wednesday:

May's Brexit deal suffered a
crushing defeat in parliamenton
Tuesday, triggering political
chaos that could lead to adisor-
derly exit from the EU, a reversal
of the 2006 decision toleave or a
compromise deal of some sort.

The Labour Party’sfinance poli-
cy chief, John McDonnell said La-
bour would support May if she
agreed tostay inapermanentcus-
tomsunion withthe EU. aclose re-
lationship withits single market
and greater protections for work-
ers andconsumers.

“We will support a deal that
brings the country back together,

AFR

protects jobs and supports the
economy,” McDonnellsaid. “We

have had that open door policy all
the way through. For two vears
she has not contacted, not ap-
proached us, notreached out.”
With the ruling Conservative
party divided, the opposition par-
ty holds great influence over the
eventual outcome of Brexit. It is
difficult to see how any Brexit

plan can pass the House of Com-
mons without the support of
some of Labour's 256 lawmakers.
Inan indication of the scaleof the
political crisisgripping Britain,
May has indicated she 1s ready to
reach out to opposition lawmakers
in cross-party talks to find an ami-
cable divorce deal to leave the ELL
But Labour like much of Britain
is deeply split over Brexit, with
many vounger supporters in ur-
ban areas enthusiastic support-
ers of the EU, while many sup-
porters in the party’s traditional
heartlands back leaving the bloc.
A groupof 71 Labour lawmakers
on Wednesday urged theirleader
Jeremy Corbyn toswing behind a
second referendum on remaining
partof the EU. Corbyn is far more
wary of a calling a second refer-
endum than many of his centrist
Labour colleagues, Reuters

US Govt Shutdown Enters
26th Day as Talks Paralyse

WASHINGTON US President Do-

nald Trump on Wednesday is ex-
pected to sign legislation provi-
ding 800,000 federal emplovees
with back pay when the partial go-
vernment shutdown ends, even
through a conclusion to the impas-
seremains no where in sight.

As the shutdown stretches into
its 26th day, Trump is also schedu-
led to meet witha bipartisan group
of lawmakers at 11:30 a.m. (1630
GMT).

Whether the meeting is related to
the shutdown was not immediate-
Iy clear, however. Neither the Whi-
te House nor lawmakers’ offices
immediately responded to a requ-
est fordetails.

The shutdown began on Decem-
ber 22, after Trump insisted he wo-
uld not sign legislation funding a
quarter of government agencies
unless it included more than $5 bil-
lion for a wall along the US border

with Mexico.

The wall was a signature campa-
ign promise of his before the 2016
presidential election. Trump said
at the time Mexico would pay for it
but has since reversed himself, de-

nying that he ever

= said Mexicowould
The wall was directly foot the
a signature bill for the wall.

campailgn On  Wednesday,
promise of Trump continued
Trumpbefore (o blame Demo-
the 2016 crats for the stan-
presidential doff and trumpet
election his support of the

wall, writing in a
post on T'witter that wall projects
around the world “have all been re-
cognised as close to 100% success-
ful. stop thecrimeatour Southern
Border!"

[t was not immediately clear
what wall projects he was refer-
ring to. Reuters

Apple Supplzer 4, ﬁlm Tech Plumbs Near 3-yr Low on Bleak Outlook

BELJING Shares in Chinese optical and
opto-electronic components maker
O-film Tech Coslumped as much as
9.3%to their lowest since March
2016, amid dismal smartphone
industry outlookinChina, and as
Apple cut forecast.

The company , which produces
touch display, optical, sensor and
smartcar products, isasupplier to
Apple and Huawei.

Thestock has pulled back nearly
70% froma record high of 26.12
yvuan hiton November 14, 2017, and

is set for afifth straight monthly loss
smartphone shipmentsin China
fell12-15.5% last year, marketdata
showed, sugges-

— ting a bleak out-
Coisa look for the sector
supplier to atatimewhen
Apple and behemoths Apple
Huawei andSamsung

Electronicshave
already issued dour forecasts.
Apple Inc took the rare stepinearly
January of cutting its quarterly
sales forecast, with chief executive

officer Tim Cook blamingslowing
iPhone sales in China.

The Chinese smartphone market,
the world's largest, could shrink
another 3%this year, market rese-
arch firm Canalys said, in what would
be athird straight yearly decline.

Asof January 15, investorshelda
total of 51.3million O-film shares
viathe stock connect linking Hong
Kongand Shanghai, a programme
designed toallow foreign investors
further accesstoChina’ A-share
market. Reuters
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