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Tokyo Court Denies
Ghosn's Bail Plea Again
Tokyo: ATokyocourtrejectedon
Thursday another appeal by
fawyers of Nissan's former chair-
man Carlos Chosnto have him
released on bail. The lawyers had
appealed a rejectionby the Tokyo
district court two days earlier of
their request that Ghosn, held ata
Tokyo detentioncentresince his

arrest on November 19, be granted
bail. ap
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Greece’s Tsipras Wins
Confidence Motion

Athens: The Creek parliament late
on Wednesday renewed itssup-
port for Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras, a leftist, after he asked for
avote of confidence when his
coalitionwith the nationalists
broke up on January 13 following
aspat over the agreement reached
withneighbouring Macedonia to
rename that country. The vote
endedwith 151 votes in favour of
the government after twodays of
debate in which the leader of the
leftist Syrizaparty defended the
Prespa agreement with Macedonia
asastabiliser of the region and
stressed the need to complete his
mandate topromote his social
agenda after the end of the financi-
al aid programme by the EU. 1ans
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4 Americans Killedin IS
Attack inSyria

Washington: A suicide bombing
claimed by thelslamic State killed
at least 16 people, including twoUSs
service members and two Ameri-
can civilians, in northernSyriaon
Wednesday, just amonthafter
President Donald Trumpdeclared
that IS had beendefeated. The
dead included anumber of fighters
withthe Syrian Democratic Forces,
who havefought alongsidethe
Americansagainst the [slamic
State accordingtothe UK-based
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights. One of the UScivilians
killed was anintelligence specialist
working for the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency. The other wasan
interpreter, who was a contractor.
AP
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Musk Quotes $1b to Build
Tunnelin Australia

Sydney: Tesla CEQ ElonMusk has
quoted $1 billion to build a commu-
ter tunnel under Australia's Blue
Mountains, which divide Sydney
from the country’s vast western
interior. He was responding via
Twitterto aquery by New South
Wales (NSW) member of parliament
Jeremy Buckingham, who described
Sydney as choking with traffic and
asked howmuch it would cost to
build a 50km underground tunnel.
“About 315 million per Kilometre for
atwo-way high-speedtransit”
Musk responded. “So probably
around £750million plus maybe
$50 million per station.” 1ans
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PIA Bans
Entertainment
on Flightsto
Saudi Arabia

Pakistan International Airlines
iP1A) has banned in-flight
entertainment for pilerims
travelling to Jeddah and
Madina and will only play
Quranic verses and naats for
them, an official of the national
carrier said on Thursday. The
decision was taken “in light of
the peoples’ sentiments”, PIA
spokesman Mashhood Tajawar
told PTI. “The decision to play
Quranic verses and naats
{recitation of poetry praising
the Prophet) during taxing and
landing for flights to Jeddah
and Madina has been taken in

Oppn Leader Says
Referendum an
Option, Shubs May

Labour Party's Jeremy Corbyn refuses to meet
PM until she takes no-deal ‘off the table’

Britain's Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn during a visit to Hastings,
south east England, on Thursday-AP

ding Brexit factions, whose con-
flicting demands range from a
postponement of Britain's depar-
ture date to a new referendum on
whethertoleave the EU or remain.

Jeremy Corbyn, leaderof themain
Opposition Labour Party, said he
wouldn't meet with May until she
took ano-deal Brexit “off thetable”.

“Togetadeal thatcancommanda
majority in parliament, Theresa
May has to ditch the red lines and
get serious about proposals for the
future,” Corbyn said during a spe-
echtosupportersinthe English se-
aside townof Hastings.

“Last night's offer of talks with
party leaders turned out to be
simply a stunt, not the serious at-
tempt toengage with the new reali-
ty that's needed,” he said.

Green Party lawmaker Caroline
Lucas, who met with May on
Thursday morning, said the pri-
me minister was “in a fantasy
world” if she thought the deal co-
uld be transformed by Monday.
“Parliament is gridlocked,” she
said. ap

London: British Prime Minister
Theresa May was consulting Oppo-
sition parties and other lawmakers
on Thursday inabattle to put Brexit
back on track after surviving a no-
confidence vote, though there was
little immediate sign of a breakth-
rough from talks branded a “stunt”
by the main Opposition leader.

European Union countries were
stepping up preparations for a
disorderly British exit on March
29 after the UK parliament rejec-
ted May's Brexit withdrawal deal
with the bloc.

May said she would hold talks “in
a constructive spirit” with leaders
of Opposition parties and other
lawmakers in a bid to find a way
forward for Britain's EU exit.

The government confirmed that
Mayv will meet a Monday deadline
to publish a Plan B, and that law-
makers will have a full day todeba-
te it—and, crucially amend it—on
January 29,

There waslittle sign of abreakth-
rough in uniting Parliament's feu-

Hitachi Freezes UK Nuclear Project
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US Huawei Probe in

Advanced Stage

Govt looking into allegations of theft of
trade secrets from co’s US business partners

Washington: US authorities are
in the “advanced” stages of a cri-
minal probe that couldresultinan
indictmentof Chinesetechnology
giant Huawel, a report said on
Wednesday.

The Wall Street Journal, citing
anonymous sources, said the de-
partment of justice islooking into
allegations of theft of trade se-
crets from Huawel's US business
partners, including a T-Mobile ro-
boticdeviceused totest smartpho-
[1es.

Huawei and the department of
justice declined to comment on
the media report.

However, Huawei noted that “Hu-
awel and T-Mobile settled their
disputes in 2017 following a US ju-
rv verdict finding neither dama-
ge, unjust enrichment nor willful
and malicious conduct by Huawei
in T-Mobile's trade secret claim”.

The move would further escalate
tensions between the US and Chi-
na after the arrest last vear in Ca-
nada of Huawei's chief financial
officer Meng Wanzhou. who is the
daughter of the company founder.

The case of Meng, under house
arrest awaiting proceedings, has
inflamed US-China and Canada-
China relations.

Two Canadians have been detai-
ned in China since Meng's arrest
and a third has been sentenced to

death on drugtrafficking charge

B

—movesobservers see as attempts
by Beijing to pressure Ottawa over

her case.

Huawei, the second-largest glo-
bal smartphone maker and big
gest producer of telecommunica-
tion equipment, has for vears been
under scrutiny in the US over pur-
ported links to the Chinese go-

vernment. AFP

China’s Top Trade Negotiator to Visit US

plans to increase tariffs on Chine-
se goods to give negotiators space

Beijing: China’'s top trade negoti-
ator will travel to the US for talks
later this month ahead of aMarch
deadline to avoid bruising tariff
hikes, the commerce ministry sa-
id on Thursday.

Vice Premier Liu He will visit
Washington on January 30-31 for
the negotiations, the ministry sa-
id, following up on talks between
lower-level officialsin Beijingear-
lier this month.

President Donald Trump and
Chinese leader Xi Jinping agreed
to a three-month trade war truce
in December, suspending US
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tofind a solution.

Liu and US officials will “hold
negotiations oneconomic and tra-
de issues and work together to
push forward and implement the
important consensus” reached by
X1 and Trump, ministry spokes-

man Gao Feng told reporters.

But Liu's trip could run into
complications after a Wednesday

report said US authorities werei

n

the advanced stages of a criminal
probe that could result in an in-

dictment of Chinese telecom g
ant Huawei. AFp
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Pelosi Asks Trump
to Delay State of
Union Address

WHAT'S NEW

US Legislation Steps Up
Pressure on Huawei, ZTE;
China Calls it ‘Hysteria’

Washington | Beijing: A bipartisan
group of Us lawmakers introduced
Bills on Wednesday that would
banthesaleofUSchips or other
components to Huawei Tech-
nologies, ZTE Corporother Chine-
setelecommunication companies
that violate US sanctionsor export
control laws.

The proposed law drew sharp
criticism from China wherethe
foreign ministry called the US
legislation “hysteria”, intensifying
a bitter trade war between Beijing
and Washington.

The Bills were introduced shortly
before the Wall Street Journal
reported federal prosecutors were
investigating allegations that
Huawei stole trade secrets from
T-Mobile USand other US busines-

S5,
— The Journal
Foreign saidthat an
ministry indictment could
spokes- becomingsoon
personHua onallegations
Chunying that Huawei
urged US stole T-Mobile
lawmakersto technology,
blocktheBills called Tappy,

whichmimicked
human fingers and was usedto
test smartphones.

Foreign ministry spokesperson
Hua Chunying urged US lawmakers
toblock the Bills. "l believe the
actionofthese few representatives
arean expression of extreme
arrogance andan extreme lack of
self-confidence,” Hua said. "Actually
the whole world cansee very
clearly that the real intentof the
United Statesistoemploy its state
apparatus in every concelvableway
tosuppressand blockout China's
high-tech companies,” she added.

Thelegislationisthe latestina
long list of actions taken to fight
what some inthe Trump admini-
stration call China's cheating
through intellectual property
theft. Reuters

The shutdown is bringing an
outpouring of generosity to TSA
agents and other federal employees
who are working without pay

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
called on President Donald
Trump to delay his State

of the Union address,
scheduled for January 29, °
Pelosi dted security
CONCerns.

Now it's serious: Craft beer makers
are putting new releases on hold and
stopping shipments across state lines,
as a federal agency regulates alcohol
production and distribution

“The president has signed a bill to
give some 800,000 federal workers
back pay whenever the government
regpens

It is now plainly evident
that the shutdown is
affecting air travel, and when
that happens, damage to the
overall US economy
will shortly follow

U5 Trawvel Associafion . |
spokesman "'t.
It is becoming more
and more obvious that
the Radical Democrats are a
Party of open borders and
crime. They want nothing to
do withthe major 4
Humanitarian .
Crisis on our
Southern Border

U5 President

WHAT'S NEXT?

_ The economic blow is being felt not
only by federal workers but also
by businesspeople, households and
fravellers. And while the hit to the
overall economy so far remains slight,
economists foresee real damage if
the shutdown drags into February or
beyond.

WHAT REMAINS CLOSED
Nine of the 15 Cabinet-level

departments have not been funded,
including agriculture, homeland

Facebook Removes more Pages

Tokyo | London: Japan's Hitachi Stalled

decidedonThursday tofreezea3 # Brexit turmoil limited govt

trillion yen (328 hillion) nuclear capacity to help project

power project inWales as Britain # Britain faces power supply

scrabblesforaway toexitthe Europe- crunch in 2020s

anUnion, dealing a blow to UK plans # UK govt says will pursue

for the replacement of ageing plants. ai[eynatwe funding models
The suspension comes as Hitachi's ¥ Horizon keeps option open to

Horizon Nuclear Power failed to find resume development

and Accounts with Russia Links

unts that originated in Russia

private investorsfor its plans to build
a plant in Anglesey, which was
expected to provide about 6% of
Britain's electricity. "We've made the
decision to freeze the project from
theeconomicstandpoint asaprivate
company,” Hitachisaidinastate-
ment, addingthat it hadbooked a
write-downof 200 billion yen.

Hitachi had called on the British
government to boost financial
support for the project to appease
investor anxiety, butturmoil over the
country’s impending EU exit limited
the government's capacity tocompile
plans, peopleclose tothematter
have previously said.

Hitachi had bankedona group of
Japanese investors and the British

government each taking a one-third
stake inthe equity portionof the
project, the people said. The project
would have been financed one-third
by equity andrest by debt.

“It isnow clear thatfurther time is
neededto develop afinancial structure
for the Horizon project and the condi-
tionsfor buildingand operatingthe
nuclear power stations,” Hitachi said.

MAXIMISINGVALUE

The UK government saidthat
despitenegotiations with Hitachi,
they failedtoreach anagreement.
The focus for the government was
about driving downcosts and
maximising value for consumers
and the taxpayer. Reuters

Ishita Palli
Facebook said on Thursday it

The company said it had
separately removed 107

and operated in Ukraine.
“We didn't find any links betwe-

had removed hundreds of Rus- en these operations, but they
sia-initiated pages, accounts and FﬂtEbﬂﬂk DEEES, grﬂl.ll}s used similar tactics by creating
e e e and accounts and 41 ot Stout vy toss wresad
" - ls ¥ E.. ¥ Y H

behaviour on its Facebook and |n5tﬂgrﬂm accounts that what they were doing,” the com-
Instagram platforms. ol i i pany said.

Facebook's head of cyvbersecu- IJI'II'IBtEﬂ in Russ;a and Facebook has been under fire
rity policy, Nathaniel Gleicher, Qperated in UKraine for the last two vears for its self-

said in a blog post it had uneart-
hed two separate operations
which originated in Russia, with
one active in multiple countries
across eastern Europe and the
other specific to Ukraine.

The company said it had taken
down about 364 Facebook pages
and accounts run by the first Bus-
sian network and operating in
Baltic Sea states, Central Asia,

With millions of YouTube views
and hits on Spotify and iTunes, a
groupof young nun rockers play
one of their biggest gigs next
week, and thousands of Catholics,
including the pope himself, will lap
it up. It may be rock and roll, but
Twisted Sister they ain't, and sex
and drugs are not an oplion for
the Sisters of the Servants of the
Plan of God. They play their brand
of melodic rock in their traditional
habits. “We're young sisters.” says
37-year-old guitarist Sister ivonne
of the band, which includes
members from Chile, Japan,
Ecuador, China and Costa Rica.
Known as “Siervas” or Servants, the band plays catchy Christian songs that sound
indistinguishable from many of their peersin mainstream rock. With a half-dozen slickly
produced videos on YouTube, Siervas has built an international following. Their “Trust in
God" music video, which features the nuns playing on a helipad atop a Lima skyscraper, went
viral on YouTube with nearly two million views. AFP

Rock and RollNuns
to Perform for Pope

the Caucasus, and Central and
Eastern Europe, adding that the-
se pages werelinked toemplovees
of Russian news agency Sputnik.

The company also said that ba-
sed on a tip from US law enforce-
ment, it had separately removed
107 Facebook pages, groups and
accounts and 41 Instagram acco-

23

light of the peoples
sentiments,” Tajawar saicl. No
other music will be available in
the in-flight entertainment

system, he said, adding that
the impression that the PIA has
banned music on all routes is
incorrect. “This is only for
Jeddah and Madina as the
people go there on holy
journey. Therefore playing
music/songs on these routes is
not appropriate,” Tajwar said,
adding passengers of other
flights will have access to the
in-flight entertainment system
available on the aircraft. The
PlA has also decided to
welcome passengers on board
with the Qaseeda Burda Sharif
{Islamic hymn) playing in the
backeround instead of soft
music. PTI
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A cofton seedling that sprouted on
the moon has been left to die as
China's historic lunar lander
continues a freezing night-time nap
that will last as long as two Earth
weeks, scientists said. The Chinese
space agency announced earlier
this week that the seed had
germinated inside a special canister
aboard the Chang'e-4 probe, after
the spacecraft on January 2 made
the first landing on the far side of
the moon. The mini biosphere—

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, the
youngest woman to serve in the
US Congress, 15 5et to give her
Democratic colleagues in the
House of Representatives lessons on how {o use
Twitter in a more effective way. Ocasio-Cortez, 29,
will be leading the discussion along with fellow
Democrat, representative Jim Himes of Connecticut,
on Thursday to “discuss how they use Twitter as an
effective and authentic messaging tool to connect
with their constituents” and “the importance of
digital storytelling”, CNN quoted a notice sent to
Democratic House members, as saying on

|

:"[mg ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ;:ﬂ“ﬁ?ﬂﬁn A Wednesday, Ocasio-Cortez has 2.4 million followers
= . ! n her ign Twitter handle, ing H
on Saturday, said Chongaing 0N ner Campaig tter handle, surpassing House
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University, which designed the Speaker Nancy Pelosi's 2 million followers on her

experiment. Temperatures inside
the ecosystem were expected to
plunge below minus 52 degrees
Celsius, and the organisms will be
“in a frozen state”, the university
said in a statement on Tuesday. A
lunar night lasts for about two
Earth weeks, after which the probe
is expected to wake up, the
statement said, AFP

Cortez gleefully dancing when she was in college
surfaced on Twitter, where the poster of the clip
described the Congresswoman as a "clueless nitwit™.
Ocasio-Cortez shot back at critics by posting a video
on Twitter of her dancing in front of her

Wait till they find out Congresswomen dance too!”
The video has garnered 20.5 million views. 1ANS

official account. Earlier this month a video of Ocasio-

congressional office with the caption, °I hear the GOP
(Republicans) thinks women dancing are scandalous.
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admitted sluggishness in develo-
ping tools to combat extremist
content and propaganda opera-
tions.

Facebook and Twitter took
down millions of posts and shut-
tered accounts linked to influen-
ceoperations by Russia, Iranand
other actors in the run-up to US
mid-term elections in November:
Reuters

ed) blocks duress somehow (4-7)

Order crew under canvas to pro-
duce tablets (3,12)

Ring up criminal about circle, ex-
clusive circle (2-5)

Fear concerning old man running
round {5)

Muts heip meover period that's

security, state, transportation, interior
and justice

‘Some iconic national park facilities
are shuttered as are the Smithsonian

museums and the National Zoo in
Washington

Nearly everyone at Nasa is being told
to stay home

WHO'S AT WORK & NOT PAID

460,000 employees are working
without pay, including at FBI, TSA and
other federal law enforcement offices

340,000 workers have been
furloughed

Some federal contractors have also
discontinued their services
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Strasbourg politician upset about
rubbish briefly (3,3)

Amateur lecturer is a handsome
young fellow (6)

5141
65

L0 IR Eannekdend Blodos. LLT - il Ancvews Mobbes] Srdioation

69

stuffing (&)
be hawkish (7)

leader rejected (7)

19 Identity cards. 23 Handspring
25 Idol. 28 Choral, 29 Culinary.
30 Pomade, 31 Menswear.

11 Sack bunch of Texans? On the con- other birds (7) DOWN: 1 Safety, 2 Moral. 3 Ashy.
trary (3) 26 Withdraw cluster of preciousdia- 4 Has-been. 6 Naiad. 7 Rest-cures.
12 Twice torrential water starts mands {3) 8 Preclude. 11 Hi-fi. 14 Heat,

15 Green room. 16 Fly. 17 Germ.
18 Nightcap. 20 Tart. 21 Consume.
22 Player. 24 Shard. 26 Drake.

27T Hiss,

ChF e e dr i

Hidate ksl
1715
ﬁm'iﬂ
711820
70 72 21|74
62 61 7322
63 60 & 24
67 63 50
55 85 64 54

=

12{10|8 8
13]11] 4 S\TL
DEl EEES
75| 2 [3n32 33 8
23| TEi31 23 37 38
Fri26l2T 28 46 39
25 47 4D 45
48141 43 44
|57/ 56|65|52}40 42

54|53]5150]

Al b Y i i LoD - B B e b ed P o i

Yesterday's
puzzie
solution.

i The Daily Mall

] g i |
IT'S BEEN SIX MONTHS g I DIDNT H actuaLLy, YOURE

NOLJ AND YOU STILL KNOW WE  THaTs | |§| ITSKIND  FOLTLe
HAVENT FIXED OUR § HAD A NO EX— | [=| OFAGOOD  clriere
SERVER ISSUE. SERVER CUSE. | |4 EXCUSE. R YOUR
k : ISSUE. ( i ) EXCUSES!

r—8 [1: :

LU~ 83 . g g

[ = i

— ;

7 LITTLE WORDS

Frrd L 7w s 80 imalch) Bl 7 clups. The mnbeds in parcidhusss 3
oo e namieier of bplbers inococh sodulion: Each lellar 3
comigination can be used only onca, bul all latier combinaians 4
will b nEdessany B complolo Mo ouzzio, i
1]
CLUES SOLUTIONS ©
1 where goods are stored (9) E
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