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Mueller refutes report that Trump  Mexico blast kills 66 after
told Cohen to lie, gets prez’s praise

Bl oomiery

Rare Remark From Spl Counsel
Came As Dems Planned A Probe

Washington: Special counsel
Robert Mueller’s office has is-
sued a rare public statement
disputing the accuracy of
BuzzFeed News' report that
President Donald Trump's
former attorney told Mueller
that Trump directed the lawy-
ertolie to Congress.

“It was a total phony story
and I appreciate the special co-
unsel coming out with a state-
ment last night. I think it was
very appropriate that they did
so," Trump told reporters at
the White Houseon Saturday.

BuzzFeed, citing two uni-
dentified law enforcement of-
ficials, reported that Trump
directed lawyver Michael Co-
hen to lie to Congressabout a
Moscow real estate project
and that Cohen told Mueller
the president personally in-
structed him to lie about the
timing of the deal.

The report said Mueller's
investigators learned about

Anendtoshutdownmmght?

Washington: President Do
nald Trump will propose ade-
al on Saturday meant toenda
2X.day partial government
shutdown, offering a compro-
mise with Democrats on im-
migration but sticking to his
demand for funding for a bor-
der wall, a source familiar
with his plansaid.

In a speech, Trump will
continue to demand $5.7 bil-
lion in wall funding, but also
offerbackingfor legislation to
protect yvoung undocumented
immigrants known as “Drea-
mers.” as well as temporary
protected status (TPS) hol-
ders. the source said, confir-
ming a report by Axios. Vice-
President Mike Pence, White
House chief of staff Mick
Mulvaney and Jared Kushner,
Trump's son-in-law and a se-
nior White House adviser, ha-
ve been instrumental in craf
ting the deal, the source said.

Trump is to make the an-
nouncement in a 4pm EST
(2.30am IST) speech. The so-
urce said Trump does not
plan to declare a national
emergency along the US-
Mexicoborder,astephethre-
atened to take earlier in his
struggle with Congress over
the shutdown triggered by
his wall-funding ultimatum.

Declaration of an emer-
gency would allow Trump to
bypass Congress to pay for a
wall, although such a step wo-
uld likely prompt a legal chal-
lenge over constitutional po-
wers from congressional De-
mocrats. Trump is under
pressure to end the shutdown
with Americans increasingly
blaming him for refusing to
sign spending bills that would
provide pavchecks for 800,000
federal workers. reuters

New car at Prince Philip’s
doorstep hrs after sh

towait for insurerstoas-

sess his damaged Land
Rover — there's another one
waiting on the driveway at
sandringham.

Hours after being given
the all clear at the Queen Eli-
zabeth Hospital in King's
Lynn, Norfolk, roval aides to-
ok delivery of another black
Land Bover Freelander, dri-
ven into the Sandringham Es-
tate inside a delivery truck.
The Land Rover 1san exact re-
plicaof theone Philip was dri-
ving before Thursday'sdrama
where his two ton armoured
4x4 collided with a Kia people
carrier before overturning.

Norfolk Police are investi-
gating as legal experts sug-
gested the Duke could be pro-
secuted for driving without
due care and attention, with
an unlimited fine. But Nick
Freeman, alawyer who speci-

l )rinr:e Philip won't have

Trump's directive “through
interviewswith multiple wit-
nesses from the Trump Orga-
nization and internal compa-
ny emails, text messages, and
a cache of other documents”.
The report said Cohen ack-
nowledged Trump's instruc-
tions when he was intervie-
wed by the Mueller team.

The statement by Muel-
ler's office on Friday night do-
esn't cite any specific errors.
Spokesman Peter Carr said
that “BuzzFeed’s description
of specific statements to the
special counsel’s office, and
characterization of docu-
ments and testimony obtained
by this office, regarding Mi-
chael Cohen's congressional
testimony are not accurate.”

BuzzlFeed spokesman Matt
Mittenthal said the publica-
tion stands by its reporting
and urged readers to"stay tu-
ned” as they worked to deter-
mine what Mueller was deny-

‘GREAT DAY FOR COUNTRY": Soon after the special counsel's statement,
Trump retweeted several posts that called the story fake news. He later
tweeted: ‘A very sad day for journalism, but a great day for our Country!"

ing. Ben Smith, editor-in-chief
of BumFeed News, also said
the publication stands by itsre-
porting and the sources who
informed it. “We urge the spe-
cial counsel to make clearwhat
he'sdisputing,” Smith said.
Immediately after the spe-
cial counsel’'s statement was
issued, Trump retweeted seve-
ral posts that called the story
fake news. He later tweeted: “A
very sad day for journalism,
but a great day for our Count-
ry!" The extraordinary state-
ment from Mueller’'s office ca-

me after congressional Demo-
crats had pledged to investiga-
te whetherthe report was true.
Any evidence that Trump di-
rected a witness to lie to in-
vestigators would place him
in the greatest political and
legal jeopardy vet.

Cohen pleaded guilty in
Novembertolying toCongress
to cover up that he was negoti-
ating the Trump Tower project
on Trump's behalf during the
heat of his presidential cam-
paign. The charge was bro-
ught by Mueller and was the

Alaska town reels as Coast
Guard weathers on without pay

Thomas Gibbons-MNeff

Kodiak: The morning after
more than 40,000 Coast Guard
members missed their first
pavchegue, and the federal go-
vernment's shutdown stret-
ched into its fourth week, Ele-
anor King placed an empty
jarnext toher diner's cash re-
gister. In scribbled black
marker, a sign on the jar,
written in all capital letters,
read: Donation Coast Guard.
By 9am on Wednesday, near-
ly an hour before a rainy
winter sunrise, the jar held
$120 — money with which
patronswereeffectively buy-
ing meals formembers of the
maritime force.

While the shutdown has
affected hundreds of thou-
sands of federal workers
across the US, halting pay-
cheques and furloughing
those who have been deemed
nonessential personnel, it
has brought a particular
chill to Kodiak, a small town
of 6,300 on an isolated island
in the Gulf of Alaska. Ro-
ughly a guarter of the is-
land's population is either
an emplovee or dependent
family member of the Coast
Guard, whichhas now had to
scale back some of its opera-
tions in one of the world's
most dangerous waterways.

“This impacts everyone,”
King said. Like some of the
other businesses in Kodiak,
her diner is giving a 10% dis-
count to Coast Guard mem-

L ot -

LICENCE TO RIDE

alises in motoring offences, :
said the most likelv scenario
is that he will agree tosurren- :
der his licence and agree not :

to drive on public roads.

The crash has provoked a !
discussion about whether Bri- :
tain should stop older people :
fromdriving. The country will :
have 1 million drivers older :
than @5 by 2025, doubled froma
few vears ago. And those dri- :
vers are more vulnerable to
crashinjuriesbecauseof their :

frailty. paILY MIRROR EAGENCIES

The shutdown entered its 29th day on Saturday. About 4.6 lakh workers are
working without pay, while about 3.4 lakh of them have been furloughed

AFP

George W Bush treats his Secret
Service detail to pizza to thank them

ormer President Gearge W Bush treated his Secret Service
detailto pizza to show his appreciation for their service without

paychecks during the partial government shutdown. A
photo posted on Bush's Instagram and Facebook pages
shows him delivering pizzas to the detail. Bush posted |

;’?' {

that he and wife Laura“are grateful to our Secret 1B

Service personnel and the thousands of federal

employees who are working hard for our country withouta
paycheck™. He said “it's time for leaders on both sides to put politics
aside, come together, and end this shutdown". Bush spokesman
Freddy Ford said the photo was taken on Friday in Florida. ae

bers; the donations from her
jar help pay for meals. Locals
are donating fish and game
from their freezers . Big Al's
Take and Bake, another res-
taurant in the area, sent more
than 30 pizzas to a food bank
on the Coast Guard base. They
quickly disappeared.

But eventually, said Mayor

 Brexit: Merkel

~ hancellor Angela Merkel |
( framed Brexit as a histo- :

_Jrictestof the EU's ability
: towithstandcrises, sayingboth :
: sides are responsible for avoi- :
: ding arisky no-deal departure. !
: Merkel's comments suggest an -
: opening after PM May made :
: phonecalls toEU leaders, inclu-
! dingthe German chancellor, in
thedaysafter shesufferedapar- :
liamentary defeat this week of :

the withdrawal deal.

Vowing to work until the !
“last day” to guarantee an or- :
derly divorce, Merkel signalled :
that responsibility doesn’t lie :
solely with May to show EUlea-
ders her cards. “We also havea :
responsibility to shape this se- :
paration process in a respon- :
sibleway, sothat peopledon’tlo- :
ok back in 50 years... and say we :
weren't in position to make a :
I compromise”. BLOOMBERG :

Patricia Branson, if the go-
vernment does not reopen so-
on, the business owners and
landlords will have to find a
way toget paid. *1 think it's im-
portant that the people in the
faraway land DC understand
what's going on in a small to-
wit. And how people are affec-
ted by all this nonsense.” wyr

result of Cohen's cooperation
with that probe.

Cohen admitted that he li-
edwhen hetold lawmakers he
had never agreed to travel to
Russia in connection with
the Moscow project and when
he said that he'd decided by
the end of January 2016 that
the “proposal was not feasib-
lefor a variety of business re-
asons and should not be pur-
sued further”.

He was sentenced to three
vears in prison for crimes
that included arranging the
payment of hush money to
conceal his boss' alleged sex-
ual affairs, telling a judge
that heagreed time and again
to cover up Trump's “dirty
deeds"” out of “blind lovalty™.

Lanny Davis, a Cohen ad-

viser, declined to comment.
Cohen is scheduled to testify
publicly before the House
Oversight and Reform Com-
mittee on February 7. The top
Democrat on the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee, Mark
Warner, said on Friday that he
expects Cohen to talk to that
committee in February. ap

Kim next month
as nuclear deal
remains elusive

Mark Landler &David ESanger

Washington: President Do-
nald Trump will meet with
North Koreas leader, Kim

Jong-un, in late February, the

White House announced on

Friday, renewing a diplomatic :

dialogue that has eased ten-

sionswith aroguenuclear state

but has shown no progress in
eliminating itsnucleararsenal.
A White House official sa-

id the date and the location of

the meeting would be announ-

ced later, suggesting either :

the Trump administration
was seeking concessionsfrom
the North

ting or the two sides were still
haggling over logistical deta-
ils. Vietnam, Thailand and
Hawaii have all been mentio-
ned as potential settings.

The announcement came :

after a 90-minute meeting bet-
ween Trump and Kim Yong-
chol, a former North Korean in-
telligence chief, who has acted

: as the top nuclear negotiator :
: for Kim. Trump, who had made
. acelebratory appearance after
:  a session with the intelligence
: chief last June toannounce his :

first meeting with Kim, this ti-
me stayed out of sight.
Trump's press secretary
Sarah Huckabee Sanders, said,
“We've continued to make pro-
oress.” The US, she said, will
keep sanctions against North

Korea inplaceuntilKimagrees :
to surrender his arsenal. She :

added the North had shown
“eood faith” inreleasing impri-
soned Americans. wr

- Willworktill : Afghan Taliban reject
. end for orderly :

talks with US in Pak

Omer Farooq Khan | Tun

Islamabad: The Afghan Ta-
liban have denied media re-
ports that they would hold
talks with the US special re-
presentative for Afghan re-
conciliation in Islamabad
and reiterated their refusal
to meet officials of the Afg-
han government.

“We want to clarify that we
willnotholdany meeting with
Zalmay Khalilzad (the US re-
presentative) in Islamabad.”
Taliban spokesman Zabihul-
lah Mujahid said. Following
Khalilzad’s meeting with Pa-
Kistani officials, media repor-
ted on Friday that militants
had agreed to meet Khalilzad-
led US officials and that they
would send a 12-member dele-
gation to Pakistan.

According to Taliban lea-
ders, Islamabad had indeed
asked them to meet Khalilzad

and also melude Afghan go-
vernment officials in talks.
“We have rejected Pakistan's
approach and suggestion. We
are clear that Kabul's puppet
regimeis not in position to ful-
fill our demands,” said a se
nior Taliban representative,
requesting anonymity,
Khalilzad and senior US
officials have been in Pakis-
tan for past three days. They
want the Pakistani authori-
ties to arrange a meeting
with the Afghan Taliban in
Islamabad. Ambassador
Khalilzad reached Islama-
bad on Thursday and met Pa-
kistan Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan and foreign mini-
ster Shah Mehmood Qures-
hi. Visit of the US special
envoy is taking place in the
background of a deadlock in
talks between the USand the
Talibanover thestartof are-
conciliation process.

Selfie-taking Satan statue divides a town in Spain

Palko Karasz

to the historic city of Se-
govia, Spain, but Catho-
lic residents who obiject to tho-
se plans are seeking to run Sa-
tan out of town. Officials had
invited the devil. in the form of
a 5foot bronze statue created
by artist Jose Antonio Abella.
Abella portrayed his paun-
chy, smiling devil as frozen
while takinga selfie.
The local council commis-
sioned the statue, inspired by a
local legend, last year to try to

"I “The devil was set to come

lure tourists to a less-popular
part of Segovia’s Old Town, a
Unesco heritage site. The city
of 52,000 is known for its 16th-
century Gothic cathedral, a
Moorish castle called Alcazar
and a 2,000-vear-old Roman
aqueduct. The statue was to be
placed on a wall above the Old
Town, and the presentation ap-
peared to be a marriage of mo-
dern culture and ancient
myths. But the dispute is rai-
sing new questions about the
coexistence of religion and ar-
tistic freedom in Spain.

A group of Catholics in Se-

Tt tir
EF: E -

The proposed design for the statue.
It may be installed in the Spanish
city of Segovia. But some locals
have objected, saying a ‘friendly’
devil amounted to ‘glorifying evil'

govia were outraged by plans
fior the statue, saying that a fri-
endly devil amounted to “glori-
fring evil” and would be offen-
sive to Catholics. A petition to
get rid of the statue gathered
over 5,000 signatures in three
months. The San Miguel and
San Frutos Association sought
acourtinjunction tostop the in-
stallation. “We found it repulsi-
ve... wedon't think that thissta-
tue is suitable to represent the
city," Maria Esther Lazaro, afo-
under of the association, said.
The artist said he was hurt
by the controversv To Abella,

the statue has nothing to do
withreligion. [t referstoaSego-
via myth that the devil, not the
Romans, gave the city its famo-
us aqueduct, which towers
over the Old Town of Segovia.
According to legend, the devil
offered a deal toa girl who was
tired of dragging water thro-
ugh the city’s steep sireets: He
would get the water to her ho-
me before dawn, in return for
her soul. As devil laboured to
build theaqueduct, she prayved.
A storm came, holding up the
devil's work, and he lost his bid
by onestone. uyTNeEws SERVICE

Trump to meet

: Koreans before :
: Trump commits to the mee- :

Tlahuelilpan: At least 66
people were Killed after a
pipeline ruptured by sus-
pected fuel thieves exploded
in Mexico, authorities said
on Saturday, as President
Andres Manuel Lopez Obra-
dor defended the army de-
spite its failure to clear the
site before the blast, More
than 85 other people on Sat-
urday were listed as missing
as relatives of the deceased
and onlookers gathered
aroundthesceneof carnage.

Dozens of burned bodies
lay in the charred field where
the blast occurred on Friday
by the town of Tlahuelilpan
inthestate of Hidalgo in what
was one of the worst inci-
dents to hit Mexico’s troubled
oil infrastructure in vears. Fo-
rensic experts inspected and
photographed the remains
while soldiers and other mili-
tary personnel guarded the
cordoned-off areathat was lit-
tered with half-burned shoes,
clothes and containers used
by people to collect fuel.

At a news conference with
Lopez Obrador, Hidalgo State
Governor Omar Fayad said 66
people were killed and 76 peo-
ple injured in Friday eve-
ning's explosion, which hap-
pened as local residents tried
to fill buckets and drums with
fuel. Veteran leftist Lopez
Obrador launched a crack-
down on fuel theft on Decem-

FB may have to pay |
record fine over

~ ‘thieves’ rupture pipeline

~ 76 People Hurt; Rescuers Look For 85 Still Missing

Firefighters at the blast scene in Tlahuelilpan, Mexico, on Friday. The
explosion took place as locals tried to fill buckets and drums with fuel

ber 27 andordered pipelinesto
be closed temporarily to stop
illegal taps draining billions
of dollars from the heavily-in-
debted state oil firm Petroleos
Mexicanos (Pemex).

Video on social media of
peoplefilling buckets from the
pipeline during daylight
hours in the presence of the
armed forces. But Lopez Obra-
dor, who vowed to continue
the crackdown on fuel theft,
defended the army against
questions about why soldiers
failed to prevent the tragedy
“We're not going to fight fire
with fire,” he said. “We think
that people are good, honest,
and if we've reached these ex-
tremes ... it's because they
were abandoned.”

Backing comments made
earlier by his minister for pub-
lic security, Lopez Obrador

‘privacy breach’

CeciliaKang

Washington: The Federal
Trade Commission is in the
advanced stages of its inves-
tigation into whether Face-
book violated privacy rules
and is expected to seek large
fines from the company, ac-
cording to two people famili-
arwith the inguiry.

The five members of the
commission met in mid-De-
cember todiscuss the investi-
gation, according to the peo-
ple, whowould speak only on
the condition of anonymity
The meeting isasignthat the
investigation isfar along, the
peoplesaid, because the com-
missioners rarely meet in
the early stages of aprobe.

The investigation. which
began in late March, is conti-
nuing, and the commissio-
ners and staff have not rea-
ched a final conclusion, in-
cluding how much the agen-
cy might seek in fines, the
people said. Consumer-pro-
tection and enforcement
staff members have provi-
ded updates on what they be-
lieve is evidence of privacy
violations, but they have not

facebook

The highest financial penalty
imposed was Google's $22
million settlement in 2012 for
privacy violations. Members of

US Federal Trade Commission

are said to have discussed a

higher fine for the company

submitted a final report.

The commissioners wo-
uld vote on any recommen-

dations from the staff, in-
cluding whether to pursue

fines or other penalties.

Thevdonotalways approve
staff recommendations.

The highest financial pe-
nalty imposedon atechcom-
pany was Google’s 322 mil-
lion settlement in 2012 for

privacy violations. In the De-
cember meeting, the com-

missioners discussed a hig-

herfine for Facebook, the pe-
ople said. The FTC declined

to comment. Facebook, whi-

ch has repeatedly defended

its actions, also declined to

COmMment. NyTHEWSSERVICE

gaid the army had been right
toavoid a confrontation due to
the number of people seeking
to benefit from free fuel at the
pipeline site, The priority, he
said, was to eradicate the so-
cial problems and lack of op-
portunitiesthat had prompt-
ed people to put their lives at
risk to get at the fuel —
a few litres of which are
worth more than the daily
minimum wage in Mexico.

Much of the rush to si-
phonoff fuel and the chaos of
the explosion was captured
on mobile phones and began
quickly eirculating on social
media. Mexico's top federal
prosecutor Alejandro Gertz
said the pipeline was tapped
deliberately, but that the in-
vestigation was complicated
because everyvone right at the
blast site died. reurers

Myanmar army

kills 13 Rakhine
rebels in clashes

Naypyitaw: Myanmar's ar-
my has Killed 13 rebel fighters
in the western Rakhine State,
a military spokesman said on
Friday, as government troops
battle to contain a new insur-
gency in the troubled region.

Fighting between security
forces and the Arakan Army,
an ethnic armed group see-
king greater autonomy for
Rakhine, has forced some
5000 civilians to flee their ho-
mes since early December, ac-
cording to the United Nations.

The military also announ-
ced on Friday that the Arakan
Armvhasbeenclassified a ter-
rorist organisation after the
recent attacks. The violence
has brought fresh turmeoil to
the region and represents
another setback for the Budd-
hist-majority country's em-
battled peace process.

“Between January 5 and
16, 2019, there were eight clas-
hes and five landmine explo-
sions,” said Major General
TunTun Nvi, speakingatara-
re press conference in the ca-
pital, Naypyitaw.

“Thirteen enemy bodies
and three weapons were sei-
zed, and some soldiers died
and were injured on our side,”
he said. He declined to elabo-
rateon the number of govern-
ment troops killed. acencies

AROUND THE WORLD

WOMEN MARCH ON: Protesters participate in Women's March in Washington, DC, on Saturday.

Demonstrators gathered for 80 events across 31 cities, including London, Berlin and New York, to
protest violence against women and the gendered impact of austerity

The show must go
on... 2019 Oscars
may not have a host

H ollywood’s biggest night
— the Oscars — is set to
take place next month without
a host for the first time in 30
years, after come-
dian Kevin Hart
pulled out of the
gia and no sui-
table replacement
was found. Though organisers
have yet to confirm the plans,
entertainment insiders say the
show's producers are forging
ahead with preparations for
the 91st Academy Awards on
February 24 with no emcee, If
all goes ahead, it would be the

first ceremony without a host
since the 1989 gala — one seen
as one of the most embarras-
sing ever. As gala organisers
struggle to overcome a steady
decline in viewership, many
say the failure to find a host is
actually good news.

Pakexports over 100,000kg
of human hair to China
Pakistan has exported to
China over 100,000kg of
human hair valued at $132,000
over the last five years. The
ministry of commerce and
textile told the National
Assembly that 105,461kg of
human hair was exported to
China in the lat five years, the
Dawn reported. Demand for
human hair has increased in
China due to growth in the

makeup industry.

Thai cave rescue turmed into
film, out on mission anniv

A Thai-born director who took
just weeks to shoot the first
film about the dramatic cave
rescue of the “Wild Boars”
football team says his focus is
on authenticity and the
mission’s *unsung” heroes,
with book publishers and
Hollywood studios jostling to
make their versions of the
saga. Tom Waller says “The
Cave”, which is aiming for
Thai release for the July
anniversary of the operation,
will be a “genuine” retelling
of the gripping mission to
extract the 12 boys and their
coach from the waterlogged
Tham Luang cave.




