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LADY GAGA URGES TRUMP TO PUT GOVT BACK IN BUSINESS
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Kamala joins Tulsi in run for White House

California Senator, Dubbed ‘Female Obama’, Seen As Frontrunner For Democratic Nommatlon

Chidanand.Rajghatta
@timesgroup.com

Washington: Indian-Ameri-
cans, and US Democrats at lar-
ge, will face a choice between
Tulsi and Kamala among
others in a race from the left to

challenge Donald Trump for

the White House in 2020,

In an announcement that
was not entirely unexpected,
Kamala Harris, the Indian-Af-
rican-American first-term Se-
nator from California, anno-
unced on Monday that she is
running for president in 2020,
gaving that the time has come
to fight against “the injusti-
ces... of the Trump presiden-
cy”. However, to get into the fi-
nal stretch of the race Harris
will first have to clinch the De-
mocratic nomination in what
is adding upto be a crowded fi-
eld. Aside from Hawaii Cong-
resswoman Tulsi Gabbard, a
Hindu-American of Caucasi-
an descent, two other women
have been exploring the field -
Massachusetts Senator Eliza-
beth Warren and New York Se-
nator Kirsten Gillibrand.
Then there are the men: For-
mer vice-president Joe Biden
and Vermont Senator Bernie
Sanders among them.

In purely numerical terms,
the Democraticfield i1sstarting
to resemble the Republican
gageleof 17 candidates that ran
for the GOP nomination in 2016
when New York businessman
Donald Trump, rather unex-
pectedly, clambered over the
likes of Jeb Bush, Ted Cruz,
Marco Rubio and others to win
the party ticket to face Hillary
Clinton. For 2020, it is Trump

who appears to be a shoo-in for

the Republican ticket with mo-
re than a dozen Democrats du-
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Truth, justice, decency, equality, freedom, democracy. These aren't just

words. They're the values we as Americans cherish, and they're all on

the line now. That's why I'm running for president of the United States
SAID IN A VIDEQ ANNOUNCING HER CANDIDACY

nominee Brett Kavanaugh
and former AG Jeff Sessions,
during Senate hearings

Dreamers from deportation

TRUMP CRITIC | Popular with

liberals for her tough questioning
of Trump appointees, including SC

» Pushed hard for deal to protect

L FLAITIS is daughter of an Indian

nd Jamaican father who met in Berkeley,

t the height of the civil rights movement.

, Harris would be the first Indian-American
e first black woman in the Oval Office i

Enters race on
Martin Luther

FIRST

woman and first
person of colour

to be attorney
general of
California
(2011-2017)

FI RST woman of

South Asian descent (her
mother is from Tamil Nadu)
and SECOND black woman
to serve in the United
States Senate (after Carol
Moseley Braun)

FDU RTH woman to join Democratic
presidential race. Senators Elizabeth Warren
(top left) of Massachusetts and Kirsten
Gillibrand (centre) of New York are in the fray.
Representative Tulsi Gabbard (right), a Hawaii
Democrat, has also said she is running

King Jr. holiday,

-

:-_;%" an overt nod to

Il historic nature
of her candidacy

King itout toface him.

But Harris, who some
commentators have dubbed
as a “female Barack Obama”
(Bi-racial, first-time Senator,
new generation, and left of
center) has straightaway be-
come the front-runner. The
Spectator Index put herchan-
ces of winning the Democra-
tic nomination at 25%, ahead
of Beto o’Rourke (20%), Joe
Biden (17%) Bernie Sanders
(13%) [Elizabeth Warren

Chinese cos warn
Pak against delay in
Gwadar CPEC plan

Omer Faroog Khan | Tam

Islamabad: Chinese compa-
nies upset over the delay in
the approval of the master
plan for the smart port city
along the southwestern coas-
tal town of Gwadar havewar-
ned Islamabad that it will ha-
ve to pay theextra cost caused
due to such impediments.
According to media re-
ports, the “Gwadar Smart
Port City Master Plan” was
prepared by two Chinese
companies, China Commu-
nication Construction Com-
pany Limited and Fourth
Harbor Engineering Inves-
tigation, at a cost of Rs 521
million, includinga Chinese
grant of Rs 425 million and
Rs 91million provided by the
government of Pakistan.
The companies had star-
ted work on the master plan
in August 2017 and comple-
ted it in December 2018. Fol-
lowing the completion, the
governing body of the Gwa-
dar Development Authority
{GDA) had approved the
plan and then forwarded it
to the federal government
for approval. The govern-
ment, however, has not vet
taken any stepfor the appro-
val of the plan and it is still
pending with the steering
committee of the planning
and development depart-
ment forfurther decision.
“Chinese companies have
expressed their reservation
and displeasure over the de-
lay in approving the plan by
steering committee of the
planning and development
department. They have war-
ned that incaseof increasein
the cost of the plan, the go-
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vernment of Pakistan will be
bound to pay the extra cost,”
an official privy to the deve-
lopments told local media.

The official said any furt-
her delay in the approval of
the implementation of the
plan would also have an ad-
verse impact on several de-
velopment projectsof GDA.

The 380 billion-plus China
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) has been receiving
one setback after another sin-
ce the Imran Khan-led Pakis-
tan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) go-
vernment took over last yvear
Before coming to power, Khan
had been criticising former
PM Nawaz Sharif forthelack
of transparency and corrup-
tionin the CPEC projects.

Last weel, the PTIgovern-
ment cancelled 1320MW Ra-
him Yar Khan power project,
a major CPEC project, after
finding it financially nonvi-
able. In September, Khan'stop
aides had claimed that Be
ijing was pumping in money
into Pakistan for CPEC but
much of the opportunity was
exploited by Chinese compa-
nies rather than Pakistani
ones while the financial bur-
dens were still ohscured.

(10% ) and Other (15%).
Daughter of immigrants
from Jamaica and India, Har-
ris, 54, declared her intention
to run on what is Martin Lut-
her King Jr Day in an appea-
rance on Good Morning Ame-
rica, followingitupwith a brief
video of her campaign relea-
sed onsocial media, “The futu-
re of our country depends on
you and millions of others lif-
ting our voices to fight for our
American values,” the former

Taliban attack
on Afghan
security base
‘kills over 100’

Kabul: A Taliban attack in
central Afghanistan on Mon-
day killed scores of security
personnel, officials said, with
some estimates putting the
death toll at more than 100,
amid government silence
about one of the most deadly
insurgent attacks in months.

Attackers rammed a cap-
tured military Humvee packed
with explosives intoa training
centre of the National Directo-
rate for Security in Maidan
Wardak provinee, west of the
capital Kabul. Atleasttwogun-
men followed up, spraying the
compound with gunfire before
they were shot down.

“We have information that
126 people have been killed in
the explosion inside the mili-
tary training centre, eight spe-
cial commandoes are among
thedead,” said aseniorofficial
in the defence ministry in Ka-
bul, speaking on condition of
anonvmity Local officials also
said that scores of troops and
NDS personnel were killed in
the attack but there was no of-
ficial confirmation of the ca-
sualty toll, with officials or-
dered not to talk to media for
fearof damagingmorale.

The complex attack on a
highly secured base under-
lined the heavy pressure facing
Afchan security forces as in-
creasingly confident Taliban
fighters have stepped up oper-
ations. Taliban insurgents
claimed responsibility for the
attack, which spokesman Zabi-
ullah Mujahid said Killed 190
people The attack, the most se-
rious against Afghan forces in
months, occurred on the same
day that Taliban representa-
tivesmet Zalmay Khalilzad, the
UUS special envoy for peace in
Afghanistan, in Qatar. reutens

SlSTER Maya Harris was part of the

Hillary Clinton’s campaign in 2016

» Timing meant to evoke Shirley Chisholm,

the New York congresswoman who became

the first woman to seek the Democratic Party's
nomination for president 47 years ago this week

Will hold her first campaign event on
Friday in South Carolina where black
voters are the dominant force

prosecutor and attorney gene-
ral of California said in the vi-
deo. “That’s why I'm running
for president of the US, I'm
running to lift those voices, to
bring our voices together.”
Harris’ mother Shyvamala
Gopalan, who passed away in
2010, was a breast cancer rese-
archer who immigrated to the
US from Madras (now Chen-
nai) in 1960. Her father, Donald
Harris, 1s a Stanford Universi-
ty economics professor who

emigrated from Jamaica in
1961 for graduate study in eco-
nomics at University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. They divor-
ced whenshewas 7, and Kama-
la and her sister Maya, a civil
liberties activist, grew up with
their mother, who wasgranted
custody of the children by co-
urt-ordered settlement.
Although she identifies
herself primarily as African-
American, as indeed does the
US media, Harris has spoken

May unveils Brexit
Plan B, looks lot like
Plan A; oppn furious

MaomiCanton

London: British PM There-
saMay's “Plan B" which was
revealed to a packed House of
Commons on Monday is not-
hing but a revised version of
the deal she had already ag-
reed with the European
Union and falls short of cal-
ling fora second referendum,
extending “Article 50" with-
drawal notice or rniling outa
no-deal Brexit, angering so-
me opposition MPs.

The main change in the
deal, which sets out the
termsunder which o
the UK will leave
the EU on March
29, is that it will ha-
ve the controversi-
al Irish backstop, e
an insurance poli- [
cy to ensure there | 1
willbe noreturn to Ges
border checks between the
British province and [re-
land, “changed”.

In her statement to the
House of Commons, May sa-
id she wasexploring various
options on how to change it
and she would see which op-
tion secured the support of
the House and take it back to
Brussels to get the original
deal amended. “All agree we
should not allow a hard bor-
der,” the PM said.

Workers' rights and envi-
ronmental standards, cur-
rently protected by the EU,
will not be eroded, she confir-
med. The government will
table a motion on the revised
deal — which will be putto a
vote onJanuary 29—that will
be amendable. May hopes she
will be able to push this thro-
ugh parliament sothe UK can

leave the EU with adeal.

May refused to extend
Article 50, saving it was “de-
ferring the point of deci-
sion”, and refused to rule
out a no-deal Brexit. Instead
she confirmed that £4.2 bil-
lion had so far been spent on
Brexit planning and that
contingency arrangements
for Brexit included “3,500
troops on Brexit standby ™.

Sheannounced that EU ci-
tizens would have their £65 fe-
es waived toobtain settled sta-
tus in the UK post-Brexit, ev-
en though EU member states
have not vet given
reciprocal assuran-
ces for UK citizens.

She also said
parliament would
have a greater say
on the political de-
claration and futu-
re partnership and
was upheat about the UK's
post-Brexit trade prospects,
saving she had not only dis-
cussed an free-trade agree-
ment with New Zealand PM
Jacinda Ardern over lunch

but also being a member of

TPP-11, the third-largest free
trade agreement in the
world. She rejected calls for
a second referendum, say-
ing it could damage social
cohesion by undermining
faith in ourdemocracy.
Opposition leader Jere-
my Corbynsaid: “The PM is
in deep denial. We now see
sheis going back to Brussels
to get concessions on back-
stop. What makes her think
she will get in January what
she tried for in December?
Labour wants a new cus-
toms union with the EU and
a single market agreement.”

Worst actors? Trump & Melania bag Razzie nominations

Los Angeles: John Travolta’s mob mo-
vie flop “Gotti” and President Trump
were nominated on Monday for the Raz-
zie Awards for the worst films of 2018 af-
ter a vear that organizers called full of
disasters— both on and off screen. The
new Sherlock Holmes comedy “Holmes
& Watson” garnered six mentions, in-
cluding for its stars Will Ferrell and
John C Reilly, who were cited for “tras-
hing two of literature’s most beloved
The tongue-incheek Raz-
zies, created in 1980, serve asan antidote
to Hollywood's Oscars ceremony. Nomi-
nees wereannounced aday before Tues-
dav’s Academy Awards nominations.
Trump got two worst actor nomina-
tionsforappearingas himself in the 2018

characters.”

DUBIOUS HONDUR: Trump got two worst
actor nominations for appearing as
himself in documentanes ‘Death of a
Nation' and ‘Fahrenheit 11/9'. Melania got
nod for worst supporting actress for
archival footage in ‘Fahrenheit 11/9'

“Gotti,

documentaries “Death of a Nation,”
from conservative filmmaker Dinesh
I¥Souza, and liberal Michael Moore's
“Fahrenheit 11/9." Trump previously
won a Razziefor his cameoasa business-
man in the 1989 crime comedy “Ghosts
Can't Do It.” On Monday, Trump's wife,
Melania, and White House aide Kellvan-
ne Conway both got nods in the worst
supporting actress field for their archi-
valfootage in“Fahrenheit 11/9.”

" about late New York Mafia
boss John Gotti, took injust $4.3million
at the box office last summer and not-
ched six nods, including worst picture,
screenplay, actor and
combo” for stars Travolta and his wife,
Kelly Preston. Nominees and winners

nation

“worst screen

of the Razzies are voted for online by
around 1,000 Razzie members from 24
countries, who sign up online and pay a
$40 membership fee.

Other nominees this yvear are John-
ny Depp and his ex-wife Amber Heard
for worst actor and worst actress for
“Sherlock Gnomes™ and “London Fi-
elds” respectively Past Oscar winner
Helen Mirren hasher first Razzie nomi-
for “Winchester”,
McCarthy, who is nominated for worst
actress for both “The Happytime Mur-
ders” and “Lifeof the Party”
zienominee whocould alsogetan Oscar
nomination on Tuesday for playving aut-
horturnedconwoman Lee Israel in
“Can You Ever Forgive Me™ acencies

Melissa

JisoneRaz-

in the past about her influenti-
al Indian past that involved
summer holidays in Chennai’s
Besant Nagar, where she visi-
ted her maternal grandfather,
PV Gopalan, a freedlom fighter
and an Indian diplomat.

She later attended Howard
University in Washington,
DC, where she majored in poli-
tical science and economics,
before returning to Califor-
nia, where she earned her Ju-
ris Doctor (JD) from the Uni-
versity of California, Has-
tings College of the Law, and
was subsequently admitted to
the State Bar in 1990 before go-
ing to become the first-ever fe-
male district attorney in San
Francisco and the first black
DA inall of California.

Harris is married to Doug
Emhoff, a media, entertain-
ment and intellectual proper-
ty partner with two children
from his earlier marriage.
Her sister Maya, who will be
her campaign chair, is a for-
mer senior adviser to Hillary
Clinton’s presidential campa-
ign. She announced that her
campaign headguarters will
be based in Baltimore,

Harris’ declaration of a W-
hite House run, while dispen-
sing with the exploratory com-
mittee preamble, was timed
with the Martin Luther King
Jr Day, and her campaign no-
ted that Shirley Chisholm, the
first black woman to run for
president In a major party,
launched her campaign 47 ye-
ars ago this week. “The thing
about Dr. King that always in-
spires me isthat he was aspira-
tional...like our country is as-
pirational,” Harris saad. “I'm
honoured to be able to make
my announcement on the day
we commemaorate him.”

‘Moscow project
talks went on

 through 16 polls’

: Washington: President Do- :
: nald Trump's lawyer Rudy
Giuliani left open on Sunday
¢ the possibility that Trump
: and former personal attor- :
: ney Michael Cohenmight ha-
t ve discussed Cohen's cong- :
: ressional testimony. But, he
: added, “sowhat" if hedid? :
He alsoacknowledgedin :
: a separate interview that :
: conversations about that
: project stretched througho-
: ut 2016, including possibly :
+ up until October or Novem-

: ber of that year. Giuliani's
: suggestion ]
: about the Trump Towerpro- :
: ject in Moscow could have
: stretched into thefall of 20016
: extends the timeline for ne-
: gotiations well beyvond what
: the president has publicly
- acknowledged. ap
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@ WhatsApp limits

forwards to 5 chats
~ for users globally
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FIRST IMPLEMENTED IN INDIA: The five-recipient limit expands

globally a step that WhatsApp had put into place in India in July after the
spread of rumours on social media led to killings and lynching attempts.
Previously, a user could forward a message to 20 individuals or groups

Jakarta: Facebook Inc’s
WhatsApp messenger servi-
ce is globally limiting the
number of times a user can
forwarda messagetofive,ina
bid to fight *misinformation
and rumours”, company ex-
ecutives said on Monday:
“We're imposing alimit of
five messages all over the
world as of today” Victoria
Grand, vice-president for po-
licy and communications at
WhatsApp. said in the Indo-
nesian capital. In a blog post
on Monday, the firm said the
move will help keep “*What-
sApp focused on private mes-
saging with close contacts”,
Previously, a WhatsApp
user could forward a messa-
ge to 20 individuals or gro-
ups. The five-recipient limit
expands globally a measure
Whats App put into place in
India inJuly The Facebook-
owned company had faced
flak from the Indian govern-
ment after a series of mob-
lynching incidents, trigge-
red by rumours circulating

on WhatsApp, claimed lives,
Under pressure, WhatsApp
had then restricted forwar-
ding messages to five chats at
once as well as removed the
quick forward button for me-
dia messages in India — a
market that has over 200 mil-
lion WhatsApp users,
WhatsApp, which has aro-
und 1.5 billion users, has been
trying tofind ways to stop mi-
suse of the app, following glo-
bal concern that the platform
was being used to spread fake
news, manipulated photos, vi-
deos without context, and au-
diohoaxes, withnoway tomo-
nitortheir originorfull reach.
The app’s end-to-end en-
cryption allows groups of
hundreds of userstoexchan:
o texts, photos and video be-
yvond the purview of indepen-
dent fact checkers oreven the
platform itsell, WhatsApp
will roll out an update to acti-
vate the new forward limit,
starting Monday, What-
sApp's head of communica-
tions Carl Woogsaid. reurers

Google fined $57m under
EU privacy rules in France

Paris: France's data privacy
watchdog fined Google 50
millioneuros (857 million)on
Monday; the first penalty fora
UUS tech giant under new Eu-
ropean data privacy rules
that took effect last year. The
Mational Data Protection
Commission said it fined the
US internet giant for “lack of
transparency, inadequate in-
formation and lack of valid
consent” regarding ad perso-
nalization for users.

It's one of the biggest re-
gulatory enforcement ac-
tions since the EU's General
Data Protection Regulation,
or GDPR, came into force in
May The rules are aimed at
clarifving individual rights
to personal data collected by
companies, which are requi-
red to use plain language to
explain what they're doing

with it. Even though Google
is headquartered in the US,
they still have tocomply with
the new rules because they
have millions of users in Eu-
rope. The commission said
Google users were “not suffi-
ciently informed”™ about
what they were agreeingtoas
the company collected data
for targeted advertisements.
Users have to take too ma-
ny steps to find out how and
why their data is being used,
the commission said. Goog-
le's description of why it's
processing theirdata is “desc-
ribed in a too generic and va-
gue manner,” it added. The
firm's infringements “depri-
ve the users of essential gua-
rantees regarding processing
operations that canreveal im-
portant parts of their private
life," the commission said. ae
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RACE TO THE WINE-ING LINE: Runners competed in a 10 km race in the world’s largest wine cellar on
Sunday, navigating by the light of headlamps as they hurtled through limestone caves that stretch some 200km
underground near the capital of Moldova. The state-owned Milestii Mici winery entered the Guinness World
Records in 2005 for storing the largest number of bottles of wine in the world. It now holds 2 million

Flyers shiver
through 16-hour
ordeal on tarmac

medical emergency and a

mechanical problem left
passengers on a United Airli-
nes flight stuck for about 16
hours on the frigid tarmac of a
Canadian airport in the plane's
barely heated interior, the CBC
network reported. United
Flight 179 had taken off late
Saturday from Newark, New
Jersey en route to Hong Kong
with about 250 passengers on
board. When a passenger
suffered a medical problem the
plane made an emergency
landing at Goose Bay airport in
Newfoundland on Canada's east
coast, the airline told CBC. But
after paramedics took him to
hospital, the plane was unable
to take off, reportedly because

bitterly cold temperatures of
-30° Celsius had caused a door
to freeze. With no customs
officers on duty overnight,
passengers were forced to
stay on board, many shivering
under the thin blankets. With
food and water running short
roughly 10 hours into the
ordeal, officials finally arrived
to deliver supplies from a
fast-food chain. A relief air-
craft arrived on Sunday.

Prince Philip’s car crash:
Debris for sale oneBay
Debris, said to be from a crash
involving 97-year-old Prince
Philip, has been put up for sale
on eBay. Prince Philip, the
husband of Queen Elizabeth,
was unhurt in the crash on
Thursday in which his Land
Rover Freelander landed on its
side after a collision with a Kia
car. Seller morbius777 claimed
the parts were from the collis-

ion on Thursday. The listing
said the items “may even have
Phil's DNA on it, if you wanted
to clone him or anything”. It
said all money raised from the
auction would go to Cancer
Research UK, with the current
price sitting at £65,900 with 139
bids. The eBay post said the
listing was for three plastic
parts, not glass.

McDonald's accused of
backing Taiwan freedom
Chinese nationalists are accu-
sing a McDonald's ad in Taiwan
of supporting independence for
the self-ruled island. The ad for
a sandwich, broadcast only in
Taiwan, shows a glimpse of a
woman's identity card that lists
her nationality as “Taiwan".
Comments on internet accused
McDonald's of violating Chinese
law by supporting independence
for Taiwan, which Beijing claims
as part of its territory.




