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Govt Sticks To

Original Specs

Despite Gehlot
Statement

Times News NETwoRk

New Delhi: The economical-
ly weaker sections (EWS) in
the general category will be
eligible for 10% guota in cen-
tral government jobs notified
on or after February 1. An offi-
ce memorandum issued by the
department of personnel and
training has stuck to the eligi-
bility criteria for EWS quota
approved by the Union Cabi-
net and Parliament and singed
into law by the President.

Aspertheofficememoran-
dum of January 19, persons
not covered under the existing
scheme of reservations for
Scheduled Castes, Schedules
Tribes and the Socially and
Educationally Backward and
whose family has gross annu-
al income below Rs 8 lakh are
to be identified as EWS to be
eligible for the quota.

‘Family’ for this purpose
would include the person who
seeks the quota, his/her par-
ents and siblingsaged under 18
as also his/her spouse and mi-
nor children. ‘Income’ would
include income from all sour-
ces, i.e, salary, agriculture, bu-
siness, profession etc and per-
tain to the financial year prior
to the yearof the application.

As approved by the Cabi-
net, all persons whose famili-
esownanyof theseassets—5
acres of agriculture land and
above; residential flat of 1000
s( ft or above; residential plot
of 100 sq vards and above in
notified municipalities or re-
sidential plot of 200 sq vards
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Social justice minister Thawar Chand Gehlot {m maroon cap) after the
Rajya Sabha passed the Bill on 10% forward on January 9. Gehlot had
said the original criteria to qualify for the quota could be altered

Nitish Kumar

Nitish wants population-based
quota, bats for caste census

BiharEM NitishKumarsaid on Monday he was in favour of reser-
vation for all castes in proportion to their respective share in
the population while demanding that the 2021 census be made
caste-based. He also said the 10% quota for economically weaker
sectionsinthegeneral category would beimp-
lemented by his government at the state level.

“| have no objection if certain other back-
ward castes are demanding increase in the
percentage of their quota from the existing
27%.1alsofavourquotaforall castesinpropor-
tiontotheir share inthe population,” Nitish sa-
id while responding to a media query at his we-
ekly ‘Lok Samvad' programme in Patna. Nitish
said the last caste census was conducted du-
ring the British Raj in 1931. “The next census i1s going to be held in
2021. The country should conduct a fresh census of all castes, like
we do in the case of the castes under the SC/ST category,” Nitish
said, adding that proper countingofall castes would helpintaking
policy decisions. Nitish's statement assumes significance ahead
ofthe Lok Sabhaelection asthe opposition RIDhas beenrepeated-
ly demanding the publication of caste-wise data of the socio-eco-
nomic and caste census-2011 (SECC-2011).

Madan Kumar | tan

and above in areas other than
the notified municipalities —
would be excluded from be-
ing identified as EWS, irre-
spectiveof family income.
Incidentally, adherence to
the original EWS criteria app-
roved by the government runs
contrary to social justice mini-
ster Thawar Chand Gehlot’s
indication earlier that such
criteria could be revisited as

and when they were notified.
As perthe DoPT memoran-
dum, income and assets of fa-
milies of persons seeking to
avail10% EWSgquota would ha-
ve to be certified by an officer
not below therank of tehsildar
instates/UTs. The memorand-
um said the quota would be av-
ailable for direct recruitment
vacancies notified/advertised
starting February1, 2019,

0% forward quota to kick in
rom Feb 1, with zero tweaks

HC notice to
Centre on DMK
plea against
forward quota

Chennai: The Madras high
court issued a notice to the
Centre on Monday to reply be-
fore February 18 on a petition
by DMK challenging the 10%
quotaforgeneral category.

A division bench compri-
sing Justices § Manikumar
and Subramonium Prasad re-
jected the contention by addi-
tional solicitor general G Raja-
gopalan that the petition filed
by DMK was a “political inter-
est litigation”, and not a public
interest litigation, and had be-
en moved to push itsagenda.

Earlier, the counsel for the
petitioner — DME organising
secretary RS Bharathi —sub-
mitted that reservations were
not poverty alleviation pro-
grammes but more in the na-
ture of social justice to uplift
communities which have not
had access to education or
employment for centuries.

The ASG, who appeared for
the Centre, argued that DME
was ideologically against cer-
tain communities and was op-
posing the10% EWS quota only
topush its personal agenda. Ra-
jagopalan said the petitioner,
who lost opposing the amend-
ment in one constitutional fo-
rum{Parliament), was now try-
ing to misuse another (HC).

The Parliament earlier
this month passed the amend-
ment bill providing for 10% re-
servation in government jobs
and education for economi-
cally weaker sections in the
general category. Gujarat and
Uttar Pradesh have already
implemented the law. eri

Yogi to roll out pension scheme for seers

Pervez.lqbalSid diqui
@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: The Yogi Aditva-
nath government is all set to
announce a pension scheme
for seers at its historic cabinet
meeting at Kumbh later this
month. Themove stirred oppo-
sition ranks on Monday with
Samajwadi Party chief Alkhi-
lesh Yadavtakingajibe at Hin-
dutva icon Yogi while playing
his own soft Hindutva card.
The Yogi government, at a
recent high-level meeting, de-

cided to organise special
camps to enroll seers under a
government pension scheme,
which will include homeless
and nomadic sadhus. “It was
also decided at the meeting to
create aspecialcategorytoin-
clude elderly seers,” UP BJP
spokesperson Rakesh Tri-
pathi. The stipend under the
scheme will beraised from Rs
400 to Bs 500 permonth.
Sharply reacting to the
government dole for seers, SP
chief and former CM Akhi-
lesh Yadav said, “The govern-

Yogi feeding birds on the banks of
Ganga during Kumbh Mela

ment must give a monthly
pension of Rs 20,000 to seers
and re-introduce the Samaj-
wadi pension scheme and
honorarium of Rs 50,000 to
those awarded the Yash Bhar-
ti under the SP regime. The
government should also an-
nounce pension for those who
recite Ramavan in villages
and artistes who portray the
roleof Lord Ram, Bharat and
Sita. And if they still have
funds, a portion could be giv-
en to those who portray Rava-
natoo,” he said.
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AFTER HELICOPTER-LANDING ROW, AMIT SHAH TO W
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2G case in-charge among 20 SPs,
- ASPs shunted by acting CBI chief

CJI recuses self from
hearing PIL on Rao

Tises News NETWORK

New Delhi: Just three davs
before the PM Modi-led selec-
tion committee is todecide on
the next CBI chief, the agen-
cy'sinterimdirector M Nages-
wara Raoon Monday transfer-
red 20officers, including 13 su-
perintendents of police (SPs)
and 7additional SPs(ASPs).
Among the transferred of-
ficers are SP Vivek Privadars-
hi, who was handling the cru-
cial ACB Delhi unit probing
the 2G spectrum scam, and SP
Nirbhay Kumar who has been
given additional charge of
ACBE Jodhpur alongwith SP
Economic Offences-II wing.
Some other SPs who were
shifted by Raoare— AT Durai
Kumar(moved from EQ Chen-
nai to ACBE Chennai), Prem
Gautam (SP EQO-I1I New Delhi
will hold additional charge of
deputy director administra-
tion) and Mohit Gupta, who
has been moved from ACB
Ghaziabad to bank securities
and fraud cell (BS&FC) in Del-
hi. Interestingly, Mohit Gupta
was recently brought to the
Delhi anti-corruption unit by
Alok Verma when he briefly
took charge before his uncere-
monious exit, and was made
in-charge of the case against
Rakesh Asthanawho has sin-
ce been moved out of the CBL
However, as soon as Ver-

M Nageswara Rao

Bassi moves SC over
transfer to Port Blair

Bl DSP Ajay Kumar Bassi

moved theSC afresh on
Monday challenging his
transfer back to Port Blair
within days of itsrevocation
by then CBI chief Alok Verma
during his two-day stint
following reinstatement by
the SC. The petition accused
interim CBI chief M Nageswara
Raoofvictimising Bassi.

In his petition, Bassi said he
was being victimised because
he had fairly probed the FIR
lodged against then CBl special
director Rakesh Asthana.
“While there were some
purported reasons fortransfer
of Verma as director CBI, there
are absolutely no allegations
whatsoever against the pe-
titioner to warrant such ex-
treme action,” he added. Tun

ma was removed by the selec-

tion panel, Raooverturned all
the transfers ordred by him.

Tiraes News NeTwork

New Delhi: Chief .Justice
Ranjan Gogoi, who had recu-
sed from the selection com-
mittee meeting to decide
then CBI director Alok Ver-
ma's fate, on Monday said he
would participate in the Ja-
nuary 24 meeting of the pa-
nel toselect a new director

A day after the SC quashed
the Centre's order divesting
Verma of hispowersand orde-
reda fresh decision on hisfate
by the selection committee,
CJI Gogoi on January 9 nomi-
nated Justice A K Sikri to take
part in the meeting of the pa-
nel also comprising PM Modi
and leader of Congressin Lok
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge.
The Congressman had moved
the SC in support of Verma
and challenged divestment of
the CBI chief s power, terming
it illegal as the selection pa-
nel’s consent was not taken.

The committee, by a 21
majority, upheld divestment
of Verma's powersafter going
through the preliminary in-
quiry report of CVC on alle-
ged corruption charges aga-

Frenchman who worked
for lepers dies of swine flu

Shivani Azad | T

Dehradun: A 72-vear-old
French national, Pierre Re-
vniers, who dedicated hisli-
fe to serving lepers in Utta-
rakhand, died at a private
hospital on Sunday after
contracting swine flu. On
Monday, his sister flew to
Dehradun from France to
perform his lastrites.

Reyniers first visited
Dehradun when he was 21
and decided to make the Do-
on valley his permanent
abode. Those who knew him
well said that he was parti-
cularly taken aback by the
way lepers were abandoned
by families and forced to li-
ve on the fringes of society
To ensure thev could also li-
ve dignified lives, he opened
four self-sustainable hand-
loom centres in Dehradun
and Rishikesh that employ-
ed lepers.

Reyniers had lived in Dehradun
since he was 21. Taken aback by the
poor living conditions of lepers, he
decided to set up handloom centres

A pall of gloom descen-
ded upon these handloom
centres as news of the
Frenchman'sdeath spread.

The centres have as ma-
ny as 100 people, all lepers,
engaged in making handlo-
om products and handicraft
items. “He was a messiah for
us. My family had shunned
me but he accepted me and
somany otherslike me," one
of the employees said.

The septuagenarian was
admitted to the hospital and
put on ventilatoronJanuary
7 when his lungs, liver and
heart started malfunctio-
ning. Such was the gratitude
that people felt for him that

Rs9lakh wasraised withina
week to fund his treatment.

Manju Lawrence, afami-
ly friend, told TOIL, “He was
determined to help the nee-
dy. He opened these centres
topreserve the handicraftof
the state while providing
employment to people at the
same time."”

Lawrence added that ac-
cording to Pierre's wish,
part of his ashes were im-
mersed in Ganga and the
rest were kept In a gravey-
ard. “Pierre did not believe
in boundaries of caste, reli-
gion and race. In his last ri-
tes, too, we respected his be-

liefs,"” shesaid.

CJI Ranjan Gogoi

inst him. Verma refused toac-
cept his transfer as DG Fire
Services and quit. The Centre
appointed M Nageswara Rao
as interim CBIdirector.

On Monday; a PIL by NGO
‘Common Cause’ seeking qus-
hing of Rao'sappointment ca-
me up for hearing before a be-
nch of CJI Gogoi and Justice
Sanjiv Khanna. The NGO said
no provision of Delhi Special
Police Establishment Act or
CVC Act permitted appoint-
mentof aninterim CBI chief.

But the CJI said he was re-
cusing from the hearing as he
woulld take part in the selec-
tion panel meeting on Janua-
ry 24 topick the new CBI direc-
tor: He adjourned the hearing,
saying the PIL would now be
listed before a bench led by
Justice SikrionJanuary 24.

Lovola college
exhibit sparks
‘anti-Hindu’ row

Tinaes News NeTwoRk

Chennai: An art exhibition
organised by Chennai's Loyo-
la College over the weekend
hastriggeredastormonsocial
media after right-wing groups
and members of the BJP ter-
med some of the paintings
“anti-Hindu"” and “anti-In-
dia”. Thecollege management
issued an apology on Monday,
also assuring that the pain-
tings were removed soon after
they were brought to notice.
In a one-page apology, Loy-
ala College’s art and literary
unit coordinator Kaleeswaran
“acknowledged the lapse and
apologised for the insurmoun-
table hurt this has caused”.
The college does not advocate
or support anvthing that is
tantamount todisturbing pea-
ceand tranquillity of the soci-
ety, the statement added.
Earlier, BJP national se-
cretary H Raja called for ac-
tion against the college for of-
fending Hindu sentiments.
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Fast forward progress
with timely TDS compliance

TAX DEDUCTORS

. - st
e-file TDS statement for the quarter ended on 31* December, 2018 by 31" January, 2019
File your TDS Statement before the last date 31" January, 2019 to avoid late fee of ¥200/- per day and penalty upto ¥1,00,000

DOWNLOAD TDS CERTIFICATE

» In Form 16A, containing 7 character TDS certificate number, mandatorily from TRACES Portal « Deductors who have deducted tax and have not deposited the same by the due date must do
https://www.tdscpc.gov.in so immediately

(TDS certificate downloaded from TRACES Portal only, is the valid certificate. TDS All deductors must register themselves at httos: /lwww.tdscpc.aov.in -
certificate cannot be downloaded from TRACES Portal in case the PAN is incorrect or not s .eg E P9 ; ; QE
specified in the e-filed TDS statement) » Quote correctly their TAN and also PAN of the deductee so that they get their due tax credit g
» For deductions made from non-PAN non-residents, and reported in 27Q, Transaction Based » Non-quoting of PAN or TANin TDS statement may lead fo levy of penalty &
Report (TBR) may be downloaded instead of TDS certificate /| =Quote correctly CIN of the challan to avoid default for short payment 5
Deductors may avoid defaults about PAN and challan errors in preliminary screening, by responding 2
ISSUE TDS CERTIFICATE . : Y L : b, i 9: Y IESP g 2
In Form 16A (on income other than salary) for the quarter ended 31" December, 2018 by A araREAsHtal CPC[T.DS} W ERveRIialS nfre.:.:emt ShoinRtl=hes <
15" February, 2019 « Use PAN-TAN master facility at TRACES Portal to verify correctness of PAN of the deductees
(Delay in issue of TDS certificate shall result in penalty of ¥100/- for each day of default not | ©!fthereis no transaction liable to TDS/TCS to report for the quarter, do intimate the same at TRACES
exceeding the amount of tax deductible/collectible) ) Portal using “Declaration for Non filing” functionality to avoid notice for non-filing of TDS statement
Download
Visit - www.incometaxindia.gov.in "AAYKAR SETU" Income Tax Department
" www.cleanmoney.gov.in Taxpayers Services -
@IncomeTaxIndia Mobile application Central Board of Direct Taxes




