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Goyal gets temporary charge

of finmin, may present Budget

WHAT HE DID IN HIS PREVIOUS
Remain Minister STINT AS FINANCE MINISTER

Arun Jaitley Will

Without Portfolio

Tistes News NeTwoRk

New Delhi: In a clear indica-
tion that finance minister
Arun Jaitley, on medical leave
in the US, will not present the
Modi government's last Bud-
get on February 1, railway and
coal minister Piyush Goyal
was given temporary charge
of the ministry on Wednesday:
Jaitley will remaina minister
without portfolio during his
indisposition, a government
statement said on Wednesday:
He left for the US a week ago
for amedical check-up.

“The President of India, as
advised by the Prime Minister,
hereby directed that during
the period of indisposition of
Shri Arun Jaitley minister;
the portfolios of ministerof fi-

Lokur: Judge
picks should’ve
been notified

Jormer SC judge Madan B
Lokur (in pic) expressed
disappointment over the CJl
not notifying the December
12 decision of the collegium
recommending two HC jud-
ops for eleva-
tion to the SC
and uploading
itonthe websi-
te, reports
Amit Anand
: Choudhary.
Justice Lokur was part of
the collegium which was le-
arned to have okayved the na-
mes of Justices Pradeep Na-
ndrajog and Rajendra Me-
non for elevation but they
were not sent to the Centre.
“There is no standard
operating procedure but on-
ce resolution was passed, it
should be put on the websi-
te. It does disappoint me. [
am disappointed as it was
not uploaded.” he said. Af-
ter his retirement, the na-
mes of KarnatakaHC CJ Di-
nesh Maheshwari and Del-
hi HC judge Sanjiv Khanna
were recommended. P11

Dense fog,
cold nights
ahead: Met

Hpe]_ls of dense to very
. tdense fog are likely in
Delhi-NCR during the rest
of the week, along with a re-
turn of peak cold condi-
tions and a possibility of
light rain on Friday, the Met
office warned. Officials sa-
idvisibility could fall to0-50
metres during this period,
particularly on Republic
Day and January 27, due to
high moisture in the air af-
ter Tuesday’s rain.

Night temperatures are
expected to steadily drop
over the next few days and
may touch around 4degrees
Con Sunday — adrop of 3-4
degrees from Wednesday's
minimum of 8 degrees C.
Days may also get slightly
colder. Air quality, mean-
while, returned to the “po-
or” range on Wednesday
with an overall AQI of 212,
after having improved to104
on rain-hit Tuesday — the
cleanest air quality recor-
ded this year. Officials said
27.8mm of rain was recor-
ded in thelast24 hours.P7

3 charred to
death as two
cars collide

‘hree people were char-

red to death and twooth-
ers were severely injured
when an EcoSport collided
withan Omniand caught fi-
re on Wednesdayv on the An-
and Vihar flyvover. DCP
(Shahdara) Meghna Yadav
said a preliminary inquiry
suggests the driver of the
EcoSport travelling towa-
rds Vivek Vihar lost cont-
rol, rode across the divider
and rammed the Omni. P6

» Chaired the GST Council
meeting where rates were
cut on over 80 items such
as washing machines,
sanitary pads

» Ordinance promulgated
to give homebuyers

in insolvency-hit real
estate projects same
rights as banks in

deciding resolution plan

» LIC's acquisition of
majority stake in IDBI Bank

cleared during his stint in
Morth Block

» |nitiated steps for better
coordination between
banks on
lending;
backed new Rge
model for loan
restructuring
under
‘Project
Sashakt’

nance and minister of corpo-
rate affairs held by him, be
temporarily assigned to Shri
Pivush Goyal, in addition to
his existing portfolios,” a sta-
tement from the President’s
office said late on Wednesday.
Goval had previously held
the finance portfoliowhenJa-
itley was recovering from a

medical procedure for a kid-
ney transplant.

Italsosaid that, asadvised
by the PM, Jaitley will be de-
signated minister without
portfolio during the period of
his indisposition or till such
time he is able to resume his
work as minister for finance
and minister for cor porate af-

‘CBI books Al ex-CMD,

4 others for violating
norms for promotion

Tusaes News NETwoRK

New Delhi: The CBI has filed
a case against former Air In-
dia chairman-cum-managing
director Arvind Jadhav for al-
legedly violating procedures
while deciding on various pro-
motions and appointments.

Along with Jadhav, the CBI
hasalsonamed thenexecutive
director{personnel) LP Nakh-
wa (now retired) and former
additional general managers
(operations) A Kathpalia,
Amitabh Singh and Rohit
Bhasin in its FIR registered
under IPC sections related to
criminal conspiracy and un-
der provisions of the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act.

The agency has alleged
that Jadhav had constituted a
panel in 2010 to promote offi-
cers to the rank of GM (opera-
tions)inviolationof laid-down
procedures. The three-mem-
ber panel included then chief
operating officer Gustav Bal-
dauf, then executive director

THE CHARGES

» Jadhav constituted a panel
in 2010 to promote officers to
GM (operations) in violation
of laid-down procedures

» Regularised L P Nakhwa
(earlier GM) in the post of ED
(medical services) without
following due procedure.
Civil aviation ministry
annulled appointment

» Subsquently, Nakhwa
wasn't eligible to be member
of promotion panel, but
Jadhav nominated her

(operations) A S Soman and
formerexecutive director (per-
sonnel) LP Nakhwa, it said.

Nakhwa, whowas general
manager (medical services),
was given the rank of executi-
ve director (medical services)
afterthepostwasupgraded as
a temporary measure till Au-
gust 31, 2008,

»Continued onP 14

Plea in HC against 3.8%
pension levy in biili bills

Tiaes Mews NETwWoRK

New Delhi: The Delhi high co-
urt has converted into a PIL a
letter opposing the surcharge
of 3.8% added to the bills of
consumers for payvment of pe-
nsion of the erstwhile Delhi
Vidyut Board employees.
Intheirletter to the HC, the
Federation of Resident Welfa-
re Associations of Yamuna Vi-
har in northeast Delhi had
complained that their discom
was passing on the burden to
consumers withoutany justifi-
cation. It challenged the Delhi
government's tariff order of
March last yvear under which
the surcharge was being levi-
ed, saving it had been slapped
on consumers unfairly by

BSES Yamuna Pvt Ltd (BYPL)
and BSES Rajdhani.
The PIL was listed on Wed-

nesday but since the bench of

Chief Justice Rajendra Menon
and Justice V K Rao didn't as-
semble, the matter hasbeenlis-
ted for hearing on February 4.
Last year, DERC had hiked
the surcharge from 3.7 t03.8%.
Earlier, in another petition,
consumers had challenged the
3.7% surcharge in the high co-
urt. They had accused the po-
wer regulator of allowing, sin-
ce 2011, the collection of Rs
3,020 crore for a government
pension fund from consumers
through their electricity bills
without informing them.

» Continued on P 8

Jaitley undergoes op
in US, advised rest

nion minister Arun Jaitley

underwent surgery ata
hospital in New York on
Tuesday, sources said. He has
beenadvisedatleasttwo
weeks’ rest by doctors, they
added. Jaitley, who had
unexpectedlyleftfortheUS on
January 13, hasundergonea
series of medical tests,
sourcessaid. Evenduring this
time, he has been active on
social media, writing Facebook
posts and tweeting about
currentissues. eti

fairs. The Modi government
1s expected to unveil plans to
tacklefarm distressaswellas
sops for the middle class and
small and medium enterpri-
ses in the interim budget,
whichecouldgobeyond amere
voteon account.

»Continued on P 24

6 Indian sailors
killed, 6 missing
in ship accident

Moscow/New Delhi: At le-
ast six Indian sailors were
killed and an equal number
of them were missing after
two fuel ships carrying In-
dian and Turkish crew
members caught fire in the
Kerch Strait, where the bla-
zewasstill raging following
the accident on Monday, of-
ficials said on Wednesday
Russian authorities on
Wednesday resumed the se-
arch for 10 missing sailors,
including four Indians, in
the Kerch Strait which sepa-
rates Russia from Crimea.
One of the ships, the Candy,
had a17-member crew — ni-
ne Turkish citizens and
eight Indian nationals. The
other one, the Maestro, had
a 15-member crew compri-
sing seven Turkish natio-
nals, seven Indians and an
intern from Libyva. “We reg-
ret to inform there have be-
en casualties among Indian
seamen working on these
ships,” the MEA said. en

»Continuedon P 14

Traffic crippled
as Delhi-Ggn
e-way caves in

\pﬂl"fﬂf the Delhi-Gurga-
on expressway near Ma-
hipalpur collapsed into a
pit dug for the construction
of an underpass early on
Wednesday, resulting in
Gurgaon-bound traffic be-
ing stuck for hours later in
theday. Noone was injured.

Traffic police shut two
lanesof the six-laneroad to
prevent a mishap. While
CPWD has started working
overtime to make the arte-
rial road functional, cops
expect the snarls to conti-
nue till next week. The
construction of the under-
pass was earlier stopped by
MNHAI after it noticed dama-

5 getothehighway P2

As crops and jobs dry up, kids
in Marathwada the worst hit

Drought Induces
Up To 80%
Rural Migration

Priyanka.Kakodkar
@timesgroup.com

Beed: Ahead of Republic Day;
studentsof the Kotan zilla pa-
rishad school are busy prepa-
ring to write an essay on the
searing drought that has eng-
ulfed their village and the sta-
te. When asked what she will
say, Pratiksha Pachpute bre-
aks down. “If there was no
drought,” says the 14-year-
old, her face stained with te-
ars, “my parents would still
be withme.”

Life has changed for the

“ if there was no drought,
my parents would still
be with me. ...I would have
more time to study

Pratiksha Pachpute (in foreground),
a Class VIl student of Kotan zilla
parishad school in Beed who wants
to be an engineer

dthstandard studentafter her
parents migrated, like most
farmersin her village in Beed
district, to the sugarcane fac-

tories of western Maharash-

tra and Karnataka. They left
shortly before Diwali, seaso-
nal migrants who will cut ca-
ne there for six months.

Most huts in the village
are deserted, their wooden
doors bolted. Only theelderly
and children have been left

WHY FARMERS
AREHURTING

behind, with a few sacks of
grain and some money. “Usu-
ally, 50% of our village of
2,300 migrates. This vear, it is
80%. Both crops were ruined
and there is no work under
the employment guarantee
scheme,” says Kotan sar-
panch Mahesh Khengre.

»Continued on P19
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