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Washington: US President
Donald Trump backed down
from his confrontation with
the country's Democratic
leadership, agreeing to post-
pone his State of the Union
address to Congress till the
partial government shut-
down ends, after initially
threatening to force a speech
on lawmakers on their turf.

After days of tense back
and forth with House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi during which
the President’s aides conside-
red alternate venues for the
speech after she rebuffed him,
Trump conceded Wednesday
that “no venue that can com-
pete with the history, tradi-
tion and importance of the
House Chamber” “As the
Shutdown was going on, Nan-
cy Pelosi asked me to give the
State of the Union Address. I
agreed,” Trump tweeted sho-
rtly after ipm EST. “She then
changed her mind because of
the Shutdown, suggesting a
later date. This is her preroga-
tive — I will do the Address
when the Shutdown isover”

Expectation that the shut-
down will end rose after com-
promise moves in Congress
to give the president the mo-
ney he wants for the broader
purpose of border security,
not just for the wall.

The State of the Union isa
time-tested Washington ritual
in which the President tvpical-
ly tells the Congress, and thro-
ugh its legislators the Ameri-
can people, that the country is
strong/solid/  sturdy/resili-
ent/durable/all of the above.
Lawmakers rise in partisan
fervor to welcome the presi-
dent’s remarks — or accept in
stony silence if they are in the
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SHUTDOWN DAY 34: Thousands of furloughed employees show empty paper plates, signifying that they
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are unable to feed their families, at a rally against the ongoing shutdown outside the Senate offices in
Washington on Wednesday. Some 800,000 workers are set to miss another paycheque on Friday

Lara Trump: Missed
salaries ‘sacrifices’
for future of US

S President Donald Trump's

daughter-in-law told
federal workers who remain
unpaid due to the ongoing
shutdown, that their missed
paychecks were “sacrifices” for
the “future of the country”. Lara
Trump, who is married toEric
Trump and is also acampaign
adviser, said earlier this week
that the president was fighting
for “whathe knowsis the right
thing to do”, the Washington
Post reported on Wednesday.
“It's not fairto you, and we all
aetthat, but thisis somuch
biggerthanany one person. Itis
alittle bitof pain...” 1ans

opposition. From the Presi-
dent’s entry into the House,
greeted by raucous legislators,
to the intermittent applause
during the speech, it is a chore-
ographedspectacle that has go-
ne on since 1913, For the first ti-
meever, it might not happenon
schedule in the Age of Trump.
Trump and Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi have clashed on the
issue over the past week, ex-
changing letters in which the
President first insisted on ma-
king his annual State of the
Union (SOTU) address to the
House In person on January
., riding on the invitation
that Pelosi subsequently re-
scinded, and the speaker con-
firming thatshe and her party
were in no mood to entertain
the president unless he back-
ed down from his stand that
has resulted in a partial go-
vernment shutdown that has
lasted a record 33days.
Although Pelosi has made
known that she would prefer
Trump delay making his an-

nual address till government
reopened and he was welco-
me to send the SOTU speech
in writing or make it from
another venue, Trump pick-
ed onherexcusethat hissecu-
rity could not be assured to
insist that he had the security
folks' word that he would be
fineand ingisted oncoming to
the House. Within hours, Pe-
losiwrote backto himformal-
ly disinviting him — creating
an unprecedented impasse.

“I am writing to inform you
that the House of Representati-
ves will not consider a concur-
rentresolutionauthorising the
President’s State of the Union
address in the House Chamber
until government has opened,”
shesaid. “Again, I look forward
towelcoming vou to the House
on a mutually agreeable date
for this address when govern-
ment has been opened.”

Amid overthetop specula-
tion whether he would march
on the Congress with his follo-
wers, Trump himself acknow-

ledged this had never happe-
ned before in US history, and
said Pelosihad “cancelled” his
speech because “she doesn't
want to hear the truth”. “She
doesn't want the American
public to hear what's going on.
And she's afraid of the truth.
The American people want to
hear the truth,” he told repor-
ters, adding, “It's a sad thing
forour country, We'll dosomet-
hing in the alternative.”

That something, according
to Washington scuttlebutt, co-
uld be anything from a sober
SOTU address from the Oval
Office, to a protest style rally
on the steps of the Capitol, toa
campaign style speech some-
place where Trump can rouse
his base. “It's really a shame
what's happening with the De-
mocrats. They've become radi-
calized. Theyv don't want to see
crime stopped....And it really
is a shame what's happening
with the Democrats.”

In a sign of growing
schism in the country, both

wsmayoter - Cohen delays testimony,
cites threats from Trump

FTA to Pak for
assistance in
ending Af war’

Islamabad: The US may offer
Pakistan a free trade agree-
ment in return for its assistan-
ce in ending the Afghan war, a
mediareport saidon Thursday.
Dawn reported from Washing-
ton that official sources said
that Senator Lindsey Graham,
who visited Islamabad this we-
ek, is believed to have discus-
sed this idea with Pakistan lea-
ders. Graham first proposed of-
fering an FTA to Pakistan, after
a visit to Afghanistan. “If we
can go to Pakistan and put an
FTA on the table to get the Pa-
Kistanis to push the Taliban to
the peace table, and you canend
the Afghan war," he said.
Graham, a Republican
member of the Senate Armed
Services Committee, is conside-
red President Trump's closest
ally in Congress and the US me-
dia say that the president ofien
uses him to float ideas that he
wants debated publicly. Before
leavingfor Islamabadlast week,
Senator Graham is believed to
have said in close circles thathe
would discuss his FTA proposal
with Pakistan leaders and expl-
ore the possibility of arranging
PM Imran Khan's visit to US. e

Washington: President Do-
nald Trump's former lawy-
er, Michael Cohen, will not
testify before a House com-
mittee next month as sche-
duled, his adviser said on
Wednesday, depriving De-
mocrats for now of a prime
opportunity to scrutinize
Trump, his links to Bussia
and pavments to buy the si-
lenceof apornstar,

Cohen indefinitely dela-
ved his February 7 appea-
rance before the House
Oversight and Reform Com-
mittee. He blamed threats
from Trump and the presi-
dent’s attorney-spokesman,
Rudy Giuliani, and cited his
ownongoing cooperation in
special counsel Robert Mu-
eller’s Russia investigation.

*Thisisatimewhere Co-
hen had to put his family
and their safety first,” Co-
hen’s adviser said. The sta-
tement did not detail the
threats. But Trump and Gi-
uliani have urged the justi-
ce department to probe Co-
hen's father-in-law, insinua-
ting he was part of some
unspecific criminal activi-
ty. Trump, for example, told

President Trump's former lawyer Michael Cohen mdefinitely delayed
his February 7 appearance before the House Oversight and Reform
Committee. He blamed threats from Trump and the president's
attorney-spokesman, Rudy Giuliani, and cited his own ongoing
cooperation in special counsel Robert Mueller's Russia investigation

‘Senate intel panel subpoenas Cohen’

he Senate intelligence committee on Thursday

subpoenaed President Donald Trump’s former lawyer
Michael Cohen to testify, a day after Cohen said he planned to
postpone anappearance next week in the House of
Representatives, Cohen'sadviser Lanny Davis said. “This
morningthe Senate Intelligence Committee served Michael
Cohenwith a subpoena,” Davis said in a statement. reuters

Fox News this month that
Cohen “should give infor-
mation maybe on his father-
in-law, because that's the
one that people want to look
at.” Asked about the claim

AT $238M, IT'S HIGHEST-PRICED HOME IN AMERICA

Hedge fund billionaire Kenneth Griffin has purchased a Central Park penthouse
apartment for $238 million — the most anyone has ever paid for a home in the US

NO STRANGER TO

MILLION DOLLAR HOMES

Buyer Kenneth Griffin
bought several floors of a
Chicago condominium in
2017 for $58.75 million, a
record for the most
expensive home in Chicago.
In 2015, he bought a Miami
penthouse for

$60 million, record
for a Miami condo.
Earlier this month,
he acquired a
London home

for $122 million

British musician
Sting and his wife

are said to be buying
a unit in the building

ALMOST DOUBLE
THE PREVIOUS US RECORD PRICES

1 O O 5 Cost of NYC record-holder

. I'ﬂ duplex sold in 2014 at One57, a
nearby high-rise that helped rechristen a sleepy strip
of Midtown across 57th Street as ‘Billionaires' Row'

1 37 Previous US record-holder was a
m East Hampton home that sold in 2014

of a threat, Trump accused
Cohen of lying. “He's only

been threatened by the
truth, and hedoesn t wantto
do that, probably for me or :

otherof hisclients.” ap

ideological and geographical,
Trump has repeatedly sugges-
ted that Democrats have vee-
red further left, and somehow
that is dangerous for the US. “I
think they've become a very
dangerous, a very, very dange-
rous party for this country I
think that Chuck Schumer
(the Senate majority leader),
sadly, isdominated by the radi-
cal left and he’s dominated by
Nancy Pelosi. Very strongly
dominated. He'sa puppet.”

The sightof severalstrong,
opinionated women elected to
Congress on the Democratic
side — many from ethnic mi-
norities — appears to have
rattled the traditional white
male constituency that some
sees them as a “danger”. Alt-
hough Trump did not specifi-
cally refer to it, lawmakers
such as Alexandria Ocasio
Cortez and Pramila Jayapal
are proposing radical ideas in
areas such as taxation and he-
althcare that strike at the very
roots of Republicanism.

China appears
to have blocked
MS search
engine Bing

Saibal Dasgupta| Thn

Beijing: Microsoft's search
engine Bing appeared to have
been blocked in China with us-
ers saying they have not been
able to access the site since

: Thursday. There was noconfir-

mation if this was a short-term
measures by Chinese censors
or a permanent blockade.
Microsoft confirmed that
the site was inaccessible. The
firm said in a statement: “We
are engaged to determine the
nextsteps.” Bing and Yahooare
the only major foreign search
engines accessible from within
China's so-called Great Fire-
wall as most others, including
Google, Twitter and Facebook,
have already been shut out.
There was some confusion
as Greatfire.org, a group that
tracks what sites are blocked,
said Bing was accessible inso-
me parts of China. Expertssa-
id the blockade takes time to
cover the entire country. So-
me agency reports too said
that Bing was back online for
someusers. Therehasbeenno
comment from the Cyberspa-
ce Administration of China.

Chicken tikka on offer in
£295 Brexit Survi\ial kit

Leeds: With just nine weeks
to go until Britain is due to
leave the European Union, a
company is selling worried
Britons a survival kit to help
them prepare for the worst.
The “Brexit Box", retail-
ing at 295 pounds (£380), pro-
vides food rations to last 30
dayvs, according to its pro-
ducer, businessman James
Blake who says he hasalready
sold hundreds of them. With
still no deal on how Britain
will trade with the EU once it
leaves, retailers and manufac-
turers have warned a “no-
deal” Brexit could cause food
and medicine shortages due
toexpected chaos at ports that
could paralysesupply lines.
The Brexit Box includes 60
portions of freeze-dried Brit-
ish favourites: Chicken tikka,
chilli con ecarne, macaroni
cheese and chicken fajitas, 48
portions of dried mince and

which includes freeze-dried British
favourite chicken tikka, have already
been sold, its producer claimed

chicken, firelighter liguid and
an emergency water filter.
Customer Lynda Mavall, 61,
who ignored government as-
surances that there is no need
to stockpile food for Brexit, sa-
id: “T thought: let's make sure
I'm covered in the event of thi-
ngs going awry.” The Brexit
Box's long shelf life — the ca-
nnedfood will lastupto 25 years
— 15 appealing. “In the event I
don't need it for Brexit, it is not
oping togotowaste,” rReuTers

MNeil MacFargu har

Moscow: Russia accused
the United States on Thurs-
day of promoting regime
change in Venezuela, war-
ning of the “catastrophic”
consequences of destabili-
sing one of the Kremlin's
key South American allies.

Moscow's warningcamea
day after the Trump admini-
stration recognised an oppo-
gition leader as Venezuela's
legitimate president, outra-
ging President Nicolas Madu-
1o, whoordered all American
diplomats expelled. The US
said it would ignore theexpul-
sion orderanddid not rule out
amilitary intervention in the
oil-rich country, where econo-
mic hardship and political
repression have escalated in-
toa major crisis.

“Any external in-
tervention 15 very
dangerous,” Dmitri S
Peskov, the spokes-
man for Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Pu-
tin, told reporters in
Moscow. “We consi-
der the attempt to

Juan Guaido

LIFEIS LARGELY AMATTER OF
EXPECTATION —HORACE

?

rump backs down as Dems vs prez Russia warns US against
ties go south over SOTU address

After Exploring Alternative Venues, Prez Says He'll Make Speech Once Shutdown Is Over

Venezuela intervention

A rally against President Maduro in Caracas on Wednesday. Af least 14
people have been killed in clashes with security forces since Tuesday

Putin too called Maduro
and expressed support, say-

ing any intervention by other

countries “violates the funda-
mental norms of internatio-
nal law”. According to the
Kremlin, Maduro thanked
Russia for its “principled po-
sition"” on the crisis.

Moscow has been
a close ally of Vene-
#uela for more thana
decade, shoring up
the country’s crumb-
ling economy with
billions of dollars in
loans as well as mili-
tary support.

usurp the top power in Vene-
Zuela as going against the fo-
undations and principles of
the international law.”

Maduro's aides dismissed
the announcement on Wedne-
sday by the opposition leader,
Juan Guaido, who declared

himself Interim president.
Guaido made the proclama-
tion at an anti-government ral-
ly in Caracas, the capital, on
Wednesday, aday of nationwi-
de protests that attracted tens
of thousands of supporters
and was cheered by a number
of neighboring countries and
the US. The events amounted
to the most direct threat vet to
Maduro’s hold on power,

The Russian foreign mini-
stry issued a series of bliste-
ring statements, particularly
concerning the possibility of
US military intervention.
“We warn against such reck-
less actions, which threaten
catastrophic consequences,”
It did not specify what those
consequences might be. wer

Former Scottish : PakSCtohear

plea Iin Aasia

leader charged with Bibi blasphemy
attempted rape

London: Former Scottish
leader Alex Salmond, one of
the country’s best-known po-
liticians, appeared in court
on Thursday on charges in-
cluding attempted rape and
sexual assault. Salmond was
arrested on Wednesday and
faces 14 charges: nine counts
of sexual assault, two of at-
tempted rape, two of inde
cent assault and one breach
of the peace. Nofurtherdeta-
ils were given, and Salmond
wasnot asked toenteraplea.
“Tam mnocent of any cri-
minality whatsoever,” Sal-
mond said in a brief state-
ment outside Edinburgh co-
urt. “Trefuteabsolutely these
allegations of criminality
and I will defend myself to
the utmost in court.”
salmond stepped down
as leader of the governing
scottish National Party in
August after two women ma-
de allegations of sexual ha-
rassment. He took legal ac-
tion against the Scottish de-
volved government now led
by his successor and protege
Micola Sturgeon over how it
handled the complaints pro-
cess against him. Salmond,
who denied any wrongdo-
ing, won a judicial review
earlier this month on how
that case was handled by the
Scottish government when
it conceded it had acted un-
lawtully in probing the ha-
rassment claims. The case
pitted the two most popular

Alex Salmond led the pro-
independence SNP for 20 years
and headed Scotland’s semi-
autonomous government as
first minister from 2007 to 2014

figures in the Scottish inde-
pendence movement aga-
inst one another, and some
commentators believe it co-
uld weaken Sturgeon’s lea-
dership just as she seeks to
start a new drive for seces-
sionamid thechaos of Brita-
in's exit from the EU. A dis-
pute has continued to sim-
mer between two factions in
the SNP around what Stur-
geon Knew about the case
and when. An ingquiry by the
parliament is under way,
Salmond led the pro-in-
dependence SNP for 20 vears
and headed Scotland’s semi-
autonomous government as
first minister from 2007 to
2014. A major fisure on the
scottish political stage for
decades, heledthe SNPtoits
first majority government
in 2011 and took Scotland to
the verge of Independence
from the UK by holding a
2014 referendum. He stepped
downafterthe “remain” side
won by 55% to 45%., AGENCIES

case next week

Omer Farooq Khan| Tun

: Islamabad: The Supreme Co-
. urt of Pakistan will hear next
' week a review petition against
: itsdecisionthat overturned the
: conviction of Aasia Bibi, a
: Christian woman who had
: spent nearly a decade on death
row forfalse blasphemy accusa-
: tion. Athree-member bench he-
: aded by the newly appointed
i Chief Justice Asif Saeed Khosa
: willtakeupthepleaonTuesday.

The apex court had cleared

: Bibi of all blasphemy charges
' in October last yvear and orde-
i red authorities to release her
+ from prison. The incumbent
: chief justice was also part of
: the three-member bench that
: had ordered Bibi's release. Her
: acquittal, however, sparked co-
: unirywide protests led by Kha-
: dim Hussain Rizvi, an extre-
+  mist leaderof Tehreek-i-Labba-
: ik Pakistan, an Islamist party
: The protests were called off af-
: ter the TLP reached an agree-
i mentwith the government, the
: foremost condition of which
i was to place Bibi’s name on the
:  Exit Control List, to prevent her
: from leaving Pakistan. The go-
i vernment alsoagreed not toop-
: pose any review petitions filed
: against the SC verdict. On No-
: vember 1, a review plea was fi-
: led by Qari Muhammad Salam
: at the Lahore registry of the SC
+ toreconsider itsdecision.

Following her release, Bibi

was flown to Islamabad and th-
: en taken toan undisclosed loca-
+ tion to avoid threats to her life.
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Parents want Oscar
nod pulled for film

on son’s murder

he parents of British toddler

James Bulger on Thursday
urged director Vincent Lambe
to withdraw his film about the
1993 murder of their son by
schoolboys from Oscars consi-
deration. Jon Venables and his
friend Robert Thompson, who
were both aged 10 at the time,
abducted Bulger, 2, from a
shopping centre in Liverpool,
England. The little boy’s mutila-
ted body was found two days
later. Parents Denise Fergus
and Ralph Bulger criticised the
decision to shortlist “Detain-
ment”, a short film based on
police interviews with the
killers, for an Oscar and want it
pulled from public distribution.
“Seeing the images of actors
playing James, it's just horren-
dous,” said Fergus. The director
defended the film earlier this
month, saying that it was “in no
way sympathetic to the killers”,
although he was “sorry” that he
had not let Fergus know the
film was being made. The film
has been shortlisted in the Best
Live Action Short Film category.

Man survivesride between
two train cars at 200kmph
Police say an intoxicated Germ-

0Z SUMMER SPECIAL — SUN-FRIED EGGS: A pan with frving eggs
is seen on a pavement in Adelaide. Temperatures in Australia topped
49°C on Thursday, shattering previous records as pub-goers received
a free beer each and heat-stressed bats fell from trees. More than

13 towns across Australia have smashed their own heat records.
Authorities in central Australia said they had to cull over 50 horses,
after they found 90 dead wild brumbies near a dried-up water hole

an man who ducked out of a
train for a cigarette during a
short stop got into trouble wh-
en he tried to jump back on
board between two cars after
the train departed without him.
Police said on Thursday the
33-year-old clung on to the co-
upling during frigid temperatu-
res, screaming as the train hea-
ded toward Hamburg on Wed-
nesday at speeds of 200kmph.
Passengers heard the man's
cries and were able to trigger

cabtowrong homeinUS

an emergency stop, allowing
him to be brought inside.

Drunken man took wrong

A drunken man in Maine took
the wrong Lyft and tried to get
into a house he mistakenly
thought was his home. Police
said he caused a commotion
trying to get in, leading the
homeowner to call the police.
The intoxicated man was taken
to the police station to sober up.




