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US intensifies anti-Maduro push whi
Russia supports Venezuelan ally at U

EU Nations To

Back Opponent
If New Polls Not
Called In 8 Days

United Nations: The United
States urged all nations on Sa-
turday to support Venezuelan
opposition leader Juan Guaido
while Russia accused the
Trump administration of at-
tempting “to engineer a coup
d'etat” against President Nico-

THE TALE OF
TWO PRESIDENTS

A

las Maduro — a reflection of
the world's deep divisions over
the crisis in the embattled La-
tin American country

US secretary of state Mike
Pompeo told the UN Security
Council at a meeting called by
the US that it's beyond time to
back the Venezuelan people as

GAME OF THHDNE

Agencies and media sites

@ The political
 standoff between
y President Nicolas
Maduro and his
opponent Juan
L oe Guaido, who has
oo declared himself
+ as the acting
I.:;.-.';:. prES-idEllt. I.Ias
o' turned the gaze of
K the international
{ community towards
s Venezuela's
4 humanitarian and
iz economic plight

Global leaders back Guaido, while Maduro clings to usual allies

W Supporting Guaide I Supporting Maduro

Yet to take sides but call for dialogue
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“INegitimate mafia state” and | Costa Rica

back Guaido, who hasdeclared | Panama Ecuador Pery *UK and EU nations — Germany,

himself the country’s interim Hina - '{ srazi France and spain — said ey
R i faat Mgl - Bolivia || Paraguay would recognise Guaido unless

b nt, arguing that Madu- Chile Uruguay fresh elections were announced
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But RBussia’s UN ambassa-
dor Vassily Nebenzia said Ve
nezuela doesn't threaten inter-
national peace and security
and accused “extremist oppo-

Mar 2013 | President
Hugo Chavez, 58, dies
from cancer. Veep

HOW VENEZUELA'S POLITICAL CRISIS EVOLVED

Constituent Assembly, leading
to accusations that Maduro is
undermining democracy

A COLLAPSED ECONOMY
Qil-rich Venezuela is
facing an unprecedented
economic crisis marked
by severe food and
medicine shortages
along with blackouts,
rising unemployment
and soaring crime

3\ venezuelans have
fied the country since
2014, many as refugees

1.3M%
Annual inflation rate up
to Nov 2018

— 10M%

IMF's inflation forecast
for 2019

$1 = 637 Bolivars

nents” of Maduro's legitimate
government of choosing
“maximum confrontation”,
including the artificial crea-
tion of a parallel government.
He urged Pompeo to say whet-
herthe USwill use military for-
ce. Pompeo latersaid: “[amnot
going to speculate or hyvpothe-
size on what the US will do
next.” What has plaved out in
Venezuela and the world’s
media between supporters
andopponentsof the Maduro
government playved out face-
to-face in the chamber of the
UN's most powerful body,
which has failed to take ac-
tion on the Venezuelan crisis
because of deep divisions,
especially among the Securi-
ty Council's five veto-wiel-

Maduro takes office
Apr 2013 | Maduro defeats
opposition in polls by a thin margi
Dec 2015 | Opposition Democratic
Unity coalition wins control of
Venezuela's National Assembly

Mar 2006 | SC announces it is

May 2018 | Maduro is re-elected
in highly controversial polls,

n | boycotted by opposition. 14 Latin
American nations, US and Canada
declare the vote illegitimate

Jan 2019 | Juan Guaido,

400 Bolivars
Price of a cup of coffee
in capital Caracas
Maduro critics argue
that woes are the fruit
of years of economic

taking over the functions of
the assembly. Court overtums

July 2017 | Venezuela calls

of a legislative body called the

decision amid international outcry

referendum to approve creation

. Opposition

swears

= 5

a virtually unknown
lawmaker,
b himself in

as interim
‘i} president

mismanagement and
corruption,

but government
supporters blame
falling oil prices and
international sanctions

Quiet diplomacy:
Anti-Maduro
coalition grew

from secret talks

Caracas: The coalition of La- :
American governments :
that joined the US in recogni- :
sing Juan Guaido as Venezue- :
la’s interim president came to- :
gether over weeks of secretdi-
plomacy that included whispe- :
red messagesto activistsunder
constant surveillance and a :
high-risk foreign tripby theop- :
position leader challenging :
President Maduro for power, :
those involved inthe talkssaid. :

In mid-December, Guaido |
quietly travelled to Washing- :
Colombia and Brazil to :
brief officials on the opposi- :
tion's strategy of mass de- :
monstrations to coincide with
Maduro's expected swearing- :
in for a second term on Janua-
ry 10 in the face of internatio- :
nal condemnation, according
to exiled former Caracas may- :

tin

bon,

or Antonio Ledezma, an ally,

To leave Venezuela, he sne- :
aked across the lawless border :
with Colombia, soasnot torai-
sesuspicions among immigra-
tion officials, said a different :
anti-government leader, spea- :
kingon condition of anonymi- :
tyv. Long sessions of encrypted
text messaging became the :
norm, theleadersaid . AUSof
ficial said intermediaries were :
used todeliver messages to Gu-
aido’s political mentor and op- :
position power broker Leopol-
do Lopez, who is under house :
arrest after he failed to lead a
mass uprising against Maduro :
in 2014. The US official spoke :

onconditionof anonymity. ae

ding permanent members.
The leaders of two of tho-
se council nations — France
and Britain — joined Spain
and Germany to turn up the
pressure on Maduro Satur-
day, saving they would follow

the UUS and others in recogni-
zing Guaido unless Venezue-
la calls new presidential elec-
tions withineight days.

But the opposition to Guai-
do was reflected in the initial
procedural vote on whether

the 15member Security Coun-
cil should even discuss the cri-
sis In Venezuela, which is not
on its official agenda. The US
barely survived the vote to go
ahead with the meeting, recei-
ving the minimum nine"yes"

300 missing, 10 dead after dam at
iron ore mine collapses in Brazil

Reuterse

Brudmadinho: Teams of rescuers
were preparing to dig through thick
mud on Saturday in a search for survi-
vors of a dam burst at a Brazilian iron
ore mine owned by Vale SA thatleft hun-
dreds missing and halted operations.
Firefighters focused their hopes on a
bus, a train, mining offices and nearby
homes that were buried on Friday when
a torrent of mud was unleashed by the
dam break at Vale's Corrego do Feijao
facility in Minas Geraisstate.

More than a dozen helicopters flew
over the area on Saturday to survey the
disaster and aid the rescue teams. The
state fire department said in a statement
that only 10 bodies had been found so far.
In a separate statement, the department
reduced the number of missing torough-
ly 300 people, after 46 were found alive.

“Unfortunately, at this point, the
chances of finding survivors are mini-
mal. We're likely to just be recovering
bodies,” Romeu Zema, governor of Minas
(erais, told local media. During a press
conference, Zema said the mining com-

China helpmg Saudi to
make ballistic missiles?

prosecutor
he expected

freeze 1 billi

Relatives of people who dmappeamd afterthe ~ usedtofind

collapse of the dam in Brumadinho on Saturday

plex had all its permitsinorder and it was
unclear what caused the collapse of the
dam, which had been inactive for vears.
The National Mining Agency or-
dered Vale, the largest producer of iron
oreinthe world, tohaltoperationsat the
Corrego do Feijao mine, located near
the town of Brumadinho in mining-fo-

7 killed in
. plane-copter
crashin ltaly

man said. *
people: Tw

losJosedos

Dubai: A military base in
Saudi Arabia appears to be
testing and possibly manufac-
turing ballistic missiles, ex-
pertsand satellite images sug-
gest, evidence of the type of
weapons programme it has
long criticised its archrival
Iran for possessing.
Further raising
thestakesforanysuch
programme are com- B
ments by Saudi [#
Crown Prince Mo- —
hammed bin Salman, who
said last year the Kingdom
wouldn't hesitate to develop
nuclearweapons if Iran does.
The images, first reported
by The Washington Post, fo-

cus on a military base some
230km west of Rivadh. Jane's
Defence Weekly identified the
base in 2013, suggesting itstwo
launch pads appear oriented
to target Israel and Iran with
ballistic missiles the kingdom
previously bought from Chi-
na. The images show
whatappearto be structu-
res big enough to build

|'I'!F'..
! andfuelballistic missiles.

The question remains
where Saudi Arabia gai-
ned the technical know-how
to build such a facility Jeffrey
Lewis, a missile expert in Ca-
lifornia, said the Saudi stand
resembles a design used by

China, thoughitissmaller. ar

! Rome: A collision on Friday
: between a
: light aircraft above the Itali-
: an Alps has killed at least se-
! venpeople, Aprosecutorisin-
: vestigatingaflight instructor
:  whosurvived the collision.

a helicopter and a

The French flight in-

: structor was one of two sur-
: vivorsof the accident. News
: agency ANSA quoted Aosta
: chief prosecutor Paolo Fort-
: una saying he was probing

the instructor for alleged

manslaughter and had ques-
: tionedhim in a hospital ICU.

ANSA sayvsthe instructor
reportedly was sitting in the
rear of the plane and his stu-

: dentswere in front. acencies

cused Minas Gerais, according to a doe-
ument seen by Reuters. State prosecu-
tors have requested that 5 billion reais
{$1.33 billion) in Vale's accounts be fro-
zen to be directed toward efforts to pay
for damages, Antonio Sergio Tonet, a

with the Minas Gerais Jus-

tice Department, told reporters, saying

moreassets tobe frozen.

Earlier; a state judge ordered Vale to

on reais in its accounts. The

death toll was expected torise sharply ac-
cording to Avimar de Melo Barcelos, the
mavor of Brumadinho. Israel has offered
to send search equipment that could be

victims in up to 10 meters (33

feet) of mud, Zema said. Search dogs
were being flown in from Rio de Janeiro
toaid in the rescue efforts.

All of those missing are Vale em-
ployees or contractors, a police spokes-

I know a lot of the affected
0 sisters-in-law, a cousin,

many friends there in the community,
They're in the mud,”

local resident Car-
Santos said. reuters

votes from the council’s six
Western nations along with
Kuwait, Peru and the Domini-
can Republic. China and South
Africa joined Russia in voting
“no"” while Indonesia and Ivory
Coast abstained. ae

UK daily pays
damages to

Melania over
false claims

London: UK’s Telegraph news-
paper has apolo-
oised and paid
damages to US
firstlady Melan-
1a Trump after
publishing an a-
rticle it says co-
ntains many false statements.

The daily said it apologises

“unreservedly” to Melania and
her family for any embarrass-

ment caused by the contentof a

story published on January 19,
“As a mark of our regret we h-

ave agreed to pay Mrs Trump
damages as well as her legal :
costs,” it said. It did not disclose

thesizeof the settlement. It said
it falsely characterised Melan-
ia’s father's personality, falsely
reported the reasonsshe left an
architecture course, and falsely
reported that her modelling ca-
reer was unsuceessful before
she met Donald Trump ar

Jewish family kicked off
flight for ‘body odour’

off an American Airli-

nes flight for alleged “bo-
dv odour” have accused the
carrierof singlingthemoutfor
being Jewish. Returning home
from holiday, Yossi and Jennie
Adler and their 19-month-old
daughter were due to fly from
Miami to Detroit on 23 Janua-
ry, but after boarding the flight
they were asked to leave the
plane by crew and were not al-
lowed back on. Staft told them
other flyers had been complai-
ning about their odour:

The Adlers filmed an alter-
cation with ground staff after
they were thrown off theflight.
During the video, themale staff

,\ family who were thrown
A

member says: “You told me for
religious reasons you don't
shower?” Yossi can be heard
responding: “No, 1 didn't! I
shower every day,” while Jen-
nieagrees, “We've all had sho-
wers todav.” Yossiadds: “1 sa-
id vou kicked me off because
of religiousreasons.”
American Airlines said on
Wednesday: “Mr Adler and his
wife were removed from the
flight when several passeng-
ers complained about their bo-
dy odour.”According to the
firm's handbook, staff are al-
lowed to remove flyvers from a
flight if they have an “offensi-
ve odour not caused by disabi-
lity orillness”. THEINDEPENDENT

YouTube demotes ﬂat—earthers consplracy theorists

Daisuke Wakabayashi

San Francisco: Whetherit is
a video claiming the Earth is
flat or the moon landing was
faked, conspiracy theories
are not hard to find on Goog-
le's YouTube, But in a signifi-
cant policy change, YouTube
said Friday that it planned to
stop recommending them.
After vears of criticism
that YouTube leads viewers
to videos that spread misin-
formation, the company said
it was changing what videos

it recommends to users. In a
blog post, YouTube said it wo-
uld no longer suggest videos
with “borderline content™ or
those that “misinform users
in a harmful way” even if the
footage does not violate its
community guidelines,

YouTube said the number
of videos affected by the policy
change amounted to less than
1% of all videos on the plat-
form. But given the billions of
videos in YouTube's library, it
is still a large number.

YouTube and other po-

Getty Images
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In a blog post, YouTube said it
would no longer suggest videos
that *misinform users in a harmful
way' even if the footage does not
violate its community guidelines

werful technology platforms
have faced rising criticism
for failing to police the con-
tent that users post.

YouTube only provided
three examples of the types of
videos that it would stop re-
commending: those promo-
tinga phony miracle cure fora
serious illness, ones claiming
the Earth is flat, or content
making blatantly false claims
about historicevents like 9/11.

The company declined
to provide more detail on
what other videos would be

classified borderline.

YouTube is not taking
downthetargeted videos,and
it will still recommend them
to users who subscribe to a
channel that creates such
content. Also, YouTube will
not exclude the borderline vi-
deos from search resulis.

“We think this change
sirikes a balance between
maintaining a platform for
free speech and living up to
our responsibility to users,”
YouTube wrote in the blog
POSL. NYTNEWS SERVICE

Sheryl Gay Stolberg

Washington: The reopening
of the federal government sig-
nals the start of three weeks
of intense negotiations over
border security in an ideolo-
gically divided Congress that
threaten to leave Republican
and Democratic leaders right
where they began:atrisk of a
gover niment shutdown.

The stopgap spending bill
President Donald Trump sig-
ned into law on Friday night
gives leaders in both cham-
bers until February 15 to devi-
se a bipartisan resolution to
their impasse over the presi-
dent's demand for $5.7 billion
for a border wall. But whate-
verthey comeupwith islikely
to face obstacles from resur-
gent liberals in the House and
amore conservative Senate.

And Trump is a wild card.
The president will have the fi-
nal word on any deal, and he
has already wvowed to shut
down the government again,
or invoke his emergency po-
wers to build a wall, if Cong-
ress does not offer a solution
he likes. Nodding to the tight
deadline, he acknowledged
the difficulties ahead. “Will
not be easy to make a deal,
both parties very dug in,”
Trump tweeted on Saturday.
“The case for National Securi-
tv has been greatly enhanced
by what has been happening
at the Border & through dialo-
gue. We will build the Wall!”

“T think evervbody’s relie-
ved that the government's get-
tingback open,” said Republi-
can senator James Lankford
sald. “But I think evervone’s
still a little tenuous because
we'vegotaswordof Damocles
hanging over us three weeks

Je US govt reopens, but clock

A volunteer at Seattle International Airport giving sight-seeing tips to

N s ticking for a border deal

travellers on Friday as he wears a sign reading ‘Thank a TSA worker
today!" During the shutdown, about 4,20,000 government employees,
including air traffic controllers and TSA agents, were working without pay

For 8L govt workers, end of 35-day
ordeal brings relief and frustration

eepan Patel was one of a number of US government workers

waiting for ameal on Friday at celebrity chef Jose Andres'
“Chefs for Feds"” emergency kitchen, when he heard President
Trump had agreed to a 35-day-old partial government shutdown.
Like many of the 800,000 furloughed workers across America, Patel,
who works for the Internal Revenue Service, expressed both relief
and uncertainty about whether the three-week agreement to fund
the government would last beyond February 15. “I think it's a big
help, especially to get that back pay, get those paycheques,” Patel
said. “And hopefully they make a deal before it shuts down again.”
Many of the federal workers were leery of the three-week deal. New
worries gnawed: How long before they got paid? Would federal
contractors seeeven adime of back pay? Racheal Abraham, 53,
who has beenworking without pay as a Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) officer at Washington's Reagan National
Airport, looked forward to some temporary relief at least. acencies

from now to see if we can get
things worked out.”

This coming week, negoti-
ators from the House and the
Senate, led by the top Demo-
crats and Republicans on the
Appropriations Committees,
will begin meeting tohash out
a plan to secure the southwes-
tern border Also to be deter-
mined is a new date for the

US peace envoy heads
to Af after progress in

talks with Taliban

Kabul: The US peace envoy
leading talks with the Tali-
ban to end the long-run-
ning war in Afghanistan on
Saturday confirmed that
“significant progress™ had
been made in the six days of
discussions inGatar.
Zalmay Khalilzad, the
US special representative
for Afghan reconciliation,
said that no deal had been
finalised with the Taliban
but he expressed confiden-
ce, saying further talks wo-
uld resume shortly He said
he's travelling to Afghanis-
tan for more discussions
“Meetings here were mo-
re productive than they have
been in the past. We have ma-
de significant progress on vi-
tal issues,” Khalilzad twee-
ted. “We will... resume talks
shortly. We have a number of
issues left to work out.” He
tweeted. “Nothing is agreed
until everything is agreed,
and ‘everything’ must inclu-
de an intra-Afghan dialogue
and comprehensive ceasefi-
re.” While he did not give
further details, floated pro-

Taliban officials
said US negotiators
agreed to a draft
deal stipulating the
withdrawal of
foreign forces from
Afghanistan within
18 months of the
deal being signed
posals include a withdrawal
by the US of its troops in re-
turn for Taliban guarantees
not to shelter foreign extre-
mists — the initial reason
for the US intervention.
Taliban officials said
US negotiators agreed a
draft deal stipulating the
withdrawal of foreign for-
ces from Afghanistan. “In
18 months, if the foreign
forces are withdrawn and
ceasefire 1s implemented
then other aspects of the
peace process can be put in-
toaction,” a Taliban source
said. [t was not clear if the
draft described by the Tali-

bansources isacceptable to
both sides. acencies

president to deliver his State
of the Union address, which
was postponed from January
29 during the shutdown.
Senate Democratic leader,
Chuck Schumer said that whi-
le his party oppose the wall
money; they agree on other wa-
vs to secure the border “and
that bodes well for coming to
aneventual agreement”, syt

Vodafone halts
use of Huawel
.~ equipment over
security row

London: Vodafone, the
world's second largest mobile
operator, said it was “pau-
sing” the deployvment of Hua-
wel equipment in its core net-
works until Western govern-
ments give the Chinese firm
full security clearance.

The US and some allies, in-
cluding Australia and New Zea-
land, have banned Huawei from
50 networks because of alleged
ties tothe Chinese government,
while the firm has denied that
its technology could be used by
Beijing for spying.

Vodafone's CEQ Nick Read
said on Friday after reporting
third-quarter resulis that the
debate was playvingout ata "too
simplistic level”, adding that
Huawei was an important play-
er in an equipment market
which it dominates along with
Ericsson Sweden's Ericsson
and Nokia. “We have decided to
pause further Huawei inourco-
rewhilst weengage with the va-
rious agencies and govern-
ments and Huawet just tofinali-
se the situation, of which I feel
Huawei is really open and wor-
king hard,” Read said. reutess

AROUND THE WORLD

NO TIPPING, PLEASE: The robots at the Enjoy Budapest Cafe cando it all — they can serve food and
drinks, tell jokes, dance with the kids or just hang out for a chat with customers. The cafe, opened by an
IT company in the Hungarian capital, is staffed by a whole team of robots that aim to help familiarise
the public with the technological revolution in automation and artificial intelligence

Vegetarian's Wurst
nightmare? A
sausage hotel

hat happens when a

German butcher opens a
hotel? A vegetarian's Wurst
nightmare. There are pictures of
sausages on the wallpaper,
sausage-shaped pillows on the
beds and bratwurst hanging
from the ceiling. The room
numbers are printed on but-
cher's knives and the soaps
looks like sausages. The “Wurs-
taurant” downstairs serves
sausage-related dishes, in-
cluding sausage ice cream.

“This is the absolute bratwurst
heaven,” said Claus Boebel, the
owner of the hotel.

Hitler book details Holocaust
plans for North America

The Canadian archive has
acquired a rare book owned by
Adolf Hitler, which is believed to
detail the blueprint for a North
American Holocaust, the media
reported. Library and Archives
Canada purchased the docu-
ment last year for $4,500 and it
was unveiled for the first time
on Wednesday, CNN reported
on Friday. The 137-page report is
titled “Statistics, Media and
Organisations of Jewry in the
United States and Canada”.

UK man sinks yacht to kill
wife during their honeymoon
New pictures have emerged
allegedly showing how a British
sailor killed his US bride by
sinking their catamaran.

Lewis Bennett was first char-
ged with murdering Isabella
Hellmann, 41, to inherit her
wealth. For 18 months he
claimed not to know how she
disappeared from the yacht as
it sailed from Cuba to Florida in
2017. But in November he
agreed to admit involuntary
manslaughter if a murder
charge was dropped. He will be
sentenced next week. Accor-
ding to court papers, Bennett,
41, intentionally sank the boat.




