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Train to check EVM ‘rigging’, a
spooked Cong tells state units

AICC Seeks Intensive Training Of Members For Upcommg LS Polls

Subodh.Ghildiyal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Going beyvond
political rhetoric about elec-
tronic voting machines, Con-
gress has asked its state units
to carry out “ intensive train-
ing” of leaders to be deputed
for Election Commission-
mandated checking of EVMs
in the run-up toelections.

According to an AICC di-
rective to Congress state
presidents, they should fo-
cus on checking of EVMs
thatthe EC allows topolitical
parties in four stages, the
first being well ahead of vot-
ing and the last being an
hour before polling.

"An Intensive training
needstobeorganised toselect
Congress leaders who will be
deployved to each of the EVM
checkingevents,” it says.

The training being re-
ferred to by Congress would
focus on what aspects of the
machine should the agents
look at to ensure that the ma-
chines are tamper proof.

sSources said state units

BITING THE BALLOT: The training of Congress members is likely to
be held for every booth for the upcoming Lok Sabha polls

have been asked to engage
“mastertrainers” whowould
educate the polling agents. It
15 likely to be held for every
booth for Lok Sabha polls.
Among other things, the ma-
chines would be checked for
“proper sealing” that is done
before and after polling, and
“unsealing” done for voting.
The enhanced focus on
polling machines comes in
thebackdropof theattack by
opposition parties including
Congresson the useof EVMs
in elections, with repeated

requests to the EC that they
revertto ballot papers.

AICC spokesman Manish
Tewarisaid, “Theissueisnot
whether EVMscan berigged
or not. There is a perception
that machines can impinge
upon the integrity of the vot-
ing process. If majority of
stakeholders feel we should
revert to paper ballots, what
is the difficulty for the EC in
accepting the demand?”’

While the EC has refused
to revert to the old system,
Congressand allies havesug-

gosted an alternative — the
EC count 30% of paper bal-
lots attached to the ma-
chines, known as VVPAT, in
every constituency.

After pollingconcludedin
ME Rajasthan and Chhattis-
garh in December elections,
Congress picked on news re-
ports about “mishandling™ of
machines to allege attempt
by the then-BJP state govern-
ments torig the polls.

Congress won in all three
states, which led tostrong crit-
icism by BJP that therival was
only tryving to muddy the wa-
ters by making motivated alle-
gations about the machines.

Crucially, Congress has
also directed the state units
to “take the updation of vot-
er lists seriously”. The party
made much noise about
“fake wvoters™ in the three
states that went to polls last
month, even taking its alle-
gations to the Supreme
Court. Later, revelations
about alleged 22 lakh mis-
sing voters in Telangana led
to a slanging match between
the Congress and the EC.

Amid row, PM lavishes praise on EC

Times News NeETwoRK

New Delhi: At a time when
EVMs are again in the news
following fresh hacking
claims, PM Narendra Modi
on Sunday praised the Elec-
tion Commission for its “me-
ticulous organising abili-
ties” and adherence to “free
and fair polling”.

“1 appreciate the Election
Commission for relentlessly

‘Left govt disrespecting Kerala’s culture’

rime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday

again raked up the Sabarimalatemple issue
and said the communist government in the state
hasbeendisrespecting all aspects of Kerala;s
culture. He also lambasted both Congress and
the Communists for having no regard for
women's empowerment, best exemplified by
their oppositionto the NDA government's efforts to end triple
talaq. “Neither Congress nor the communists have any concern
for women's empowerment. India has had many women CMs,
butis thereany communist CM?" he asked. emi

Lok Sabha polls wererigged.

The EC, however, rub-
bished such claims.

Besides lauding the EC,
the PM also spoke about the
importance of casting votes
adding how young people
would exercise their ‘right to
vote' for the first time in the
upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions. He urged eminent peo-
pletocome forward and joint-
ly contribute in “campaign-

striving to ensure the streng-
thening of our democracy, 1
hold inhighesteem the ECs of
all states, security personnel
and other staff members who
contribute in ensuring strict

adherencetofreeand fair poll-
ing,” Modi said in his radio
programme "Mann Ki Baat'.
Opposition parties re-
cently soughttobringalleged

after a self-proclaimed cvber
expert, Syed Shuja, claimed

could be hacked and the 2014

ing for spreading awareness
on voter registration and
casting one's vote on the day
of polling”. He alsourged the
vouth to register themselves
asvoters if they wereeligible.

hacking of EVMs into focus

in London that the machines

. Govt: Can’tact
- against CVCin
graft cases, no
- guideline for it

New Delhi: The government
cannot act on two complaints,
received by it over a year ago,
against Chief Vigilance Com-
missioner K V Chowdary as
there is no guideline tohandle
such grievances, according to
the personnel ministry.

It said a process to frame
such guidelines has been ini-
tiated by the government.

The assertionassumessig-
nificance as the PM Modi-led
panel had on January 10 re-
moved CBI director Alok Ver-
ma from the post considering
a probe report by the Central
Vigilance Commission
among otherfacts.

“Presently no guidelinesto
handle complaints of corrup-
tion and other misconduct
against Chief Vigilance Com-
missioner/Vigilance Commis-
sioners are in place,” the per-
sonnel ministry said in re-
sponse to an RTIquery filed by
whistle-blower Indian Forest
Service officer Sanjiv Chatur-
vedi. Chaturvedi had in 2017
written to the President ask-
ing him to take action against
Chowdary for reommending
closureof probe in alleged cor-
ruption cases at All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences .en

Will put in dock
all those who
looted India: PM

Madurai: Prime Minister
Modi on Sunday said his gov-
ernment would come down
hard on corruption and act
against those who “looted”
the country. “Any person who
cheated or looted the country
shall be brought to justice.
This is regardless of whether
they are in India or abroad,”
the PM said while addressing
arally in Chennai.
Modi's statement comes
amidefforts by the Indian gov-
ernment to bring back eco-
nomic offenders who have

RAJASTHAN STATE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

& INVESTMENT CORPORATION LTD.
Udyog Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur- 302 005, Phone ; 0141-2227751,55

R
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549320105 Fax : 0141-4593210 E - Mail : riico@riico.co.in Website : www.riico.co.in

TENDER NOTICE

Online tenders are invited for the following work

Sr.| Name of Work Approx
Mo. Value (Rs.
inLacs)
1 | Two Years Contract for Data Entry Operator Services 475.00
UBN-RDC18195L0OB1295
2 | Two Years Contract for Office Assistance Services 185.00
UBN-RDC18195LOB1298

The Tender form can be download thorugh the webside www.riico.co.in,
www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in & eproc.rajastha.gov.in

Raj Samwad/C/18/5450 Advisor (A&M)

ICAR - INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MAIZE RESEARCH
PAU Campus, Ludhiana - 141004
limr.icar.gov.in

TENDER NOTICE

Electronic quotations/tenders are invited by Director, lIMR

for supply and installation of scientific/farm equipment(s) items
as below :
1) Binocular microscope, 2) Lab-scale chromatography
system, 3) Tractor mountained hydraulic Booms sprayer, 4)
Maize dehusker cum Sheller, 5) Rotavator, 6) Double Beam
Spectrophotometer.

website :

fled the country.

In Marathwada, dead insects
fill the little water that’s left

VILLAGERS SPEND UP TO 3800
A WEEI{ OH TAHI{ER WATER

Privanka.Kakodkar
@timesgroup.com

Beed: “You go to Mumbai
and tell your Shahrukh about
our Shahrukh. He is the asli
hero,” savs Mannabi Shaikh
asone stares down the precip-
iceof a cavernous well. There
is only a patch of water atthe
bottom, green withsludge.
Shahrukh Anees Shaikh
(18) scrambles down the sheer
wall with a rope, placing his
feetona few metal stirrups. He
scoops the water into a plastic
paint can, which is hoisted up
by the women of Nirgudi vil-
lageand poured intosteel pots.

WHY FARMERS
HURTING

Dead insects, mud and
stones swim in the water that
emerges. “We strain this with
our dupatta, then boil and
drink it,” says Mannabi
Shaikh. “What choice do we
have?" Locals cannotafford to
bathemorethan twiceaweek.

As the drought intensi-
fies, villages in the parched
belt of Marathwada face a
spiralling water crisis. As
many as 42% of the state's ta-
lukas have been scorched by
the drought, the third such
calamity infive years.

> 40% of the 112 Maha
talukas affected by severe
. | drought are in Marathwada
> Several dams in that
area at dead storage level
» Of the 1,786 tankers
supplying water in state,
1,076 are in Marathwada

» The region has 58
factories for the water-

ey guz:lmg sugarcane crop

The region has received
only 64% of averagerain this
yvear. Beed, where Nirgudi
village is located, received
only 5% of average rain.
Dam water levels are now at
13 % of capacity compared to
52% at this time last yvear.

“If vou getup by 4am, you
can get two pots of water by
fam. The later vou begin
yvour day, the less water you
get,” says Shamim.

Familiesacrosstheregion
say they have nochoice but to
buy water. “We spend at least

=%| LOCAL ‘HERD":
Shahrukh Shaikh
| (18) descends

| into the almost
| dry wellin

The dirty water
2| scooped up

Rs 800 to Rs 900 on water each
week,” says Bambhai Ehen-
gre from Chumbali village.
Not surprisingly, the wa-
ter trade is thriving. “Money-
lenders are involved in sell-
ing water. A 1,000-litre tanker
sells for Rs 400," says Ganesh
Kawde from Patoda taluka.
Cultivation of water-guz-
zling sugarcane has boomed
here. “The rampant cultiva-
tionisleading to the major de-
pletionof groundwater,” says
expert Pradeep Purandare.
Full report on www.toi.in

No Indian team coming to pick
up Choksi, says Antiguan govt

Indrani.Bagchi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Antiguan
government has said it does
not know of any law enforce
ment team coming from In-
dia to pick up economic fugi-
tive Mehul Choksi, heighten-
ing the suspense over the des-
tination and human cargo of
aspeciallong-range AirIndia
flight which is learnt to have

been readied to fetch a high-
value target from abroad.

“] have not been informed
of any team coming to Anfti-
gua from India,” said Lionel
‘Max' Hurst, chief of staff in
PM Gaston Browne's office
Besponding torecent specula-
tion regarding a flight appar-
ently bound for Port of Spain,
Hurst said, “My government
would wish him gone. He
bringsnothing to Antigua but

unwanted publicity”

Choksi, he said, “brought
amatterbeforethe high court,
but he lost. He, however, has a
right of appeal which am sure
he will exercise. If the matter
is still before the courts, he
cannot be extradited.”

Choksi's application for
Antiguan citizenship was
granted after he received a
clean chit from the Indian
government.

Lastdate and time for
submission of tender technical bids

Date and time for opening of

19.02.19by 10:30A.M. 20.02.19 from 11:00 A.M. Onwards

For details log on to iimricargov.in and CPPP
{https./feprocure.gov.infeprocure/app).

(Asstt. Administrative officer.)

Tender Notice No. 09/ 2018-2019

The Tenders are invites online by Executive Engineer,
Panchayat (R&B) Division, Chhotaudepur, Pin code No.
391165 Phone No. (2669-233053) for the MMGSY & Border
Villages (Total 32 Works) Which Estimated cost ranging
from Rs.20 Lacs to Rs. 271 lacs by E-Tendering from the
eligible and Approved Registered Contractor by Government
of Gujarat. For Further particulars contact of above
office. The website for tender document is hitps:/nprocure.
com and seen also  Mabhiti Department  website:-
www. slatetenders.com

___:TIME SCHEDULE OF E-TENDERING :
Online down load Tender Dt. 18/02/2019 18:00 Hrs
last date

Submission of Tender Fee,
EMD & other documents

‘Demand Draft for tender
EMD & other documents
shall be submitted in electronic
format only through online &

All the necessary documents
shall be send to this office by
R.PA.D. from 7 days after
opening

fee &

On line Opening Tender
Place of Opening tender

. D1.19/02/2019 12:00 Hrs
S.E. Panchayat (R&B) Circle
Office at Vadodara
. Ph.No.0265-2421092
Agency should write own Name, Address and name of
work compulsory, when they submit physical document
by post.
Sei/-
Executive Engineer
Panchayat (R&B) Division Chhotaudepur

(IMF-BRD-1487-2018-2015}

PUBLIC NOTICE

(Uls 3G(3&4) OF NH ACT (1956)

Whereas, by the nofification (reproduced herewith), of the
government of India in the ministry of road transport and
highway notification U/s 3D No. $5.0.6382(E) dated 27-12-2018
published in Gazette of India , Extraordinary. Part-ll, Section 3,
Sub Section (ii) issued under sub section(1) of section 3D of
National Highways Act 1956 (48 of 1956) (hereinafter referred
to as the said act ), (which was published in Times of India dated
09-01-2019) The Central Gazette Government declared to
acquire the land specified in the schedule annexed to the said
notification for building( Widening/ four-laning,
etc.),maintenance , management and operation of NH-248A On
the stretch of the land from Km 0.00 to Km 27.32 (Rajeev Chowk
to Raipur Section ) in the District Gurugram in the State of
Haryana.

Therefore , it is hereby informed to all the interested persons (s)
in the said land to the state the nature of their respective
interests in the land and the amount and particulars of their
claims to compensation for such interests , their claims to NH
Act 1956 as per sub section 384 of section 3G of National
Highways Act 1956 and are required to appear in person or by
legal practitioner referred to in sub section (2) of section 3G,
before the Competent Authority on 30-01-2019 and 31-01-2019
at 11:00 AM to 04:00 PM in the office of the Competent Authority
under NH Act 1956 Cum District Revenue Officer , Gurugram,

Competent Authority (LA)
Gurugram

UTTARAKHAND POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

Corporate Identity No. UA40109UP20015GC025867/2358 V.C.V. Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan,

Kanwall Road, Dehradun, Tel. No. 0135-2763672-75, Fax No.- 0135-2760289, Website: www.uktenders.gov.in

E-TENDER NOTICE
Uttarakhand Power Corporation Lid. invites e-tender for following as given here under:-
sl. Description Quantity| Tender | Estimate | Average yearlyTurn |Eamnest| Costof | LastDateand Date of
Mo Specification| Cost | Overof Preceding | Money | tender | Timecfonline | opening of
No. (in |Three Financial Year| Deposit| Document | request for Tender|  Part-| of
? Crores) | 1€.2015-2016, | (In? | including | and Submission | Tender in
2016-2017& | | acs) | GST of Tenderin | online & off
2017- 2018 (in 7) online & offline | line mode
(in ¥ Crores) mode
1 |Rapair of 11/0.433KV 25KVA 10| 9500 |CCP-II/31/ 8.511 12,77 17.02 | 23,600/- 18.02.2019 |19.02.2018
250KVA Al wound damage Nos. |2018-2019 upto 17.00 |upto 15.30
distribution transformer Hrs. Hrs.
2 |Rapair of 11/0.433KV 250KVA to| 459 | CCP-II32/ | 3.228 4.85 6.46 | 17,700/-| 19.02.2019 |20.02.2019
1000KVA Cu. wound damage Nos, |2018-2018 upto 17.00 |upto 15.30
\distribution transformer Hrs. Hrs.
No. 51/ EE[CM) / UPCL / A-2 Date. 25-01-2019 Corporate (Contract & Procurement-ll)

"SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF NATIONS" Use L.E.D. Bulb save Electricity. (Toll Free No. 1912) "Pay Electricity Bill Online 24x7

from www.upcl.org™ (For information on Electricity theft, Informer may report to Toll Free No. 1800 180 4185/ Fax No. 0135-2760311)

"Tenms & conditions apply.
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WHILE
FIEENT RANA IS BUSY WITH HIS

HERE'S YOLRS.

Play a thrilling contest as you follow Agent Rana's journey in The Times of India,
from today. Don your spy hats and win vouchers worth 1000 each.

THE TIMESOF INDIA 6

Look out for Agent Rana, an action-packed serialised graphic novel, only in The Times of India.
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