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\ [0 ABSOLUTELY NOT: FREIDA PINTO SAYS SHE WILL

\-iéTHE FAVOURITE" ACTOR OLIVIA COLMAN SAYS WIKIPEDIA ADDED

NOT WORK WITH FILMMAKER WOODY ALLEN AGAIN

8 YEARS TO HER AGE AND SHE HAD TO FIGHT TO GET IT RIGHT

US, Taliban agree in principle

to Afghan peace framework

Key Concessions Discussed: Qaida And IS To Be Kept Out Of Af,
Full Pullout Of US Troops, Taliban-Kabul Govt Dialogue, 0easeﬁre

Mujib Mashal

Kabul: American and Tali-
ban officials have agreed in
principle to the framework of
a peace deal in which the in-
surgents guarantee to pre-
vent Afghan territory from
being used by militant outfits
like al-Qaida and Islamic Sta-
te, and that could lead to a full
pulloutof US troops in return
for larger concessions from
the Taliban, the chief US ne-
gotiator said on Monday,

The American envoy, Zal-
may Khalilzad, said those con-
cessions must include the Ta-
liban's agreeing to a ceasefire
and to talk directly with the
Afghan government, issues
that the insurgents have dog-
gedly opposed in the past.

“We have a draft of the
framework that has to be fles-
hed out before it becomes an
agreement,” Khalilzad said in
an interview with the NYT in
Kabul “The Taliban have
committed, to our satisfacti-
on, to do what is necessary th-
at would prevent Afghanistan
from ever becoming a plat-
form for international terro-
ristgroupsorindividuals.” He
added: “We felt enough confi-
dence that we said we need to
getthisfleshed out, and details
nead to be worked out.”

After nine vears of halting

FB tightens
paid ads rules
ahead of EU
elections

Brussels: Facebook said on

Monday it will beef up itsrules

and safeguards around politi-
cal adverts to prevent foreign
interference in elections, inclu-
ding those in Europe this vear,

The world’s largest social :
network has faced pressure :

from regulators and the pub-
lic after last vear's revelation
that British consultancv Cam-
bridge Analytica had impro-
perly acquired data on mil-
lions of US users to target
election advertising.

“We will require those wan-

ting to run political and issue
ads to be authorised, and we :

will display a *paid for by’ dis-
claimer on those ads,” Facebo-

ok's recently-appointed head of

global affairs Nick Clegg said.
Clegg, a former British deputy
PM hired by Facebook in Octo-
ber last yvear, said the new tools

to be launched in March aim to

help protect the integrity of

European Union elections due

to be held this spring.
Facebook said the transpa-

rency tools for electoral ads

would be expanded globally

before the end of June, while

the tools would be launched in
India in Februarv before its
elections and in Ukraine and
Israel before polls in both.

The tools are similar to tho-
se adopted for the US mid-term
elections, Clegg said, adding
that all political ads will be sto-
red in a publicly searchable li-
brary for up to seven years.
This will contain information
such as the amount of money
spent and the number of im-
pressions displayed, who paid
for them and thedemographics
of those who saw them, inclu-
ding age, gender and location.

Thenew tools will alsocover
‘issue ads' which do not expli-
citly back one candidate or poli-
tical party but which focus on
politicised topics like immigra-
tion. Clegg denied that Facebo-
ok sellsusers' data. reuters
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NEARING THE END DFA 17 ‘I"EAE CON FLIET'-" The 17-year conflict
has caused huge loss of life. According to UN figures, between 6,000
and 11,000 civilians have been killed every year since 2009

efforts to reach a peace deal
with the Taliban, the draft fra-
mework, though preliminary;
is the biggest tangible step to-
ward ending a two-decade war
that has cost tens of thousands
of lives and profoundly chang-

» India intight spot, P9

ed American foreign policy.

A senior American offici-
al, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the Taliban
delegation had asked for time
to confer with their leadership
about the American require-
ment forthe insurgents'agree-
ment to direct Afghan talks
and a ceasefire. The official
described all those issues as
part of a “packagedeal”.

A Taliban official with di-
rect knowledge of the talks on
Monday confirmed the draft
agreement on the issue of fore-
ign troop withdrawal and that
the Taliban pledge that Afe-
han soil would not beused aga-
inst others. But in a sign that
the conditions the Americans
have tied the finalising of the
deal to may be difficult to re-
ach. the Taliban official said
hedid not see theagreement as
conditioned on a ceasefire or
Taliban talking to the Afghan
government. He declined to
say what the Taliban position
on the latter two issues was.

Khalilzad returned to Afa-
hanistan on Sunday to brief
the government in Kabul after

conducting six days of talks
with the Taliban delegationin
Doha, Qatar In an address to
the nation after being briefed
by Khalilzad, President Ash-
raf (Ghani expressed concern
that a peace deal would be rus
hed. He highlighted previous
settlements that ended in blo-
odshed, including when the
Soviet Union withdrew from
thecountry in the1980s. Despi-
te a promise of a peace deal at
the time, Afghanistan broke
into anarchy, and yvears later
the Afghan president who had
been in charge during that
transition was hanged from a
pole at a traffic roundabout.
“We want peace quickly, we
want it soon, but we want it
with prudence,” Ghani said.
“Prudence is important so we
do not repeat past mistakes.”
During the talks last week,
the Taliban signalled their se-

riousnessbyappointingoneof

their most powerful officials
from the original movement,
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar,
as their chief peace negotia-
tor. Though US and Afghan of-
ficials said that Baradar was
not directly involved in the
marathon meetings last week,
he was expected to take the le-
ad in the talks to come. The
American officials said new
high-level talks would start in
late February. nyTNews SERVICE

PIO facing opioid trial ‘bribed’
docs with cash, strip club visit

Boston: John Kapoor, Insys
Therapeutics Inc’s one-time
billionaire founder, directed
a vast scheme to bribe doe-
tors to prescribe anaddictive
fentanvyl spray as opioid ad-
diction was spiralling into a
public health crisis, a US pro-
secutor saidon Monday.

Kapoor and four collea-
gues are the first painkiller
manufacturer executives to
facetrial over conduct autho-
rities say contributed to the
US opioid epidemic, which
officials said killed more
than 47,000 people in2017.

Kapoor, who was also In-
svs' chief executive from
2015 to 2017, turned the com-
pany intoa “criminal enter-
prise” that paid doctors mil-
lions of dollars to push its
drug, assistant US attorney
David Lazarustold jurors in
Boston federal court. “John
Kapoor and his co-defen-
dants paid doctors to aban-
don their medical duties,”
Lazarussaid.

Kapoor, 75, and former In-
sys executives and managers
Michael Gurry, Richard Si-

Reuters

Trial of Insys' ex-CEQ John Kapoor
is first prosecution of a pharma
co chief executive tied to opioid
overdoses, It could serveasa
test-drive for how jurors weigh
claims of industry wrongdoing

mon, Sunrise Lee and Joseph
Rowan have pleaded not guil-
tyv toracketeering conspiracy.
Kapoor's 20017 arrest came the
same day US President Tru-
mp declared the opioid crisis
apublichealth emergency
Lazarus told jurors that
from 2M2 to 2015, Kapoor and
his-co-defendants conspired
to pay doctors bribes in ex-
change for prescribing Sub-
sys, anunder-the-tonguefen-
tanyl spray approved only
for use In managing severe

pain in cancer patients. Fen-
tanyl is an opioid 100 times
strongerthan morphine.

Doctors were allegedly
seduced with sham spea-
ker’s fees, jobs for relatives,
lavishmealsand, inone case,
a 1,000 private champagne-
room session at a strip club
in return for issuing more
prescriptions for Subsys.

As the bribes generated
Subsys sales, Kapoor pum-
ped more money into spea-
kers' fees, with spending
jumping to $10.5 million in
2014 from $550,000 two yvears
earlier, the prosecutor said,
adding, Insyspaiddoctorsas
much as$275,000 in one case.
Net revenues for Subsys too
grew from %86 million in
2012 to 3329 million in 2015
Lazarus said Kapoor also
participated in a scheme to
defraud insurers intopaying
for the expensive drug.

A conviction on federal
fraud, racketeering and
kickback charges could send
Kapoor and four other ex-In-
sys managers to prison foras
long as 25 years. AGENCIES

US med school professor tells Chinese

students to speak English, sparks row

Durham (US): The Duke
University professor and ad-
ministrator who sparked an
outcry by admonishing stu-
dents for speaking Chinese
has issued a personal apolo-
gy amid an internal review
by the school.

Megan Neely, who step-
ped down as graduate studi-
es director in the medical
school’s biostatistics mas-
ter's degree programme, is-
sued the apology in an email
on Sunday to students in the
programme. It came two da-
ys after she sent a message to
a student email list urging
students to commit to spea-

king English in an academic
building and suggesting pos-
sible consequences for those
who don’t. “I deeply regret
the hurt my email has cau-
sed. It was notmy intention,”
said Neely, who remains an
assistant professor.
Thewarning she emailed
to students on Friday ange-
red Duke’s international stu-
dents, as well as social media
users outside the campus
community, Neely's emailon
Fridav urged students to
“commit to using English"” in
the building housing the pro-
gramme. She said in themes-
sage to an email list for the

programme’s students that
twofaculty memberscameto
her to complain about stu-
dentsloudlyspeaking Chine-
se . She wrote that both were
disappointed the students
weren't working to improve
their English and “wanted to
write down the names so

they could remember them if

the students ever intervie-
wed for an internship or as-
ked to work with them for a
master’s project.” The email
urged international stu-
dents to “keepthese uninten-
ded consequences in mind
when you choose to speak in
Chinese inthe building.” ae

BT g s

Harris kicks off 2020 campaign, says
American democracy under attack

Oakland: Indian-origin De-
mocratic Senator KamalaHar-
ris formally Kicked off her

; campaign for the White House

by presenting herself as the le-

: ader who can best unite an

America that is at an “inflec-
tion point™” andfacingacritical

: question. “We are here becau-

s the American Dream and

: our American democracy are

under attack and on the line
like never before,” Harris said

on Sunday: “And we are hereat

this moment in time because
we must answer a fundamen-
tal guestion: Who are we? Who

are we as Americans? So, let's
P answer that question to the

world and each other right he-
re and right now, America, we

are better than this.”

Harris, a first-term US se-
nator from California, rallied
thousands of supporters in
Oakland, her hometown and
where she served as a prosecu-
tor before becoming the state

: attorney general. Harris invo-

ked the speech that Robert F
Kennedy gave in 1968 when he

announced that he would chal-

lenge President Lyndon B Joh-
nson, noting that Kennedy said
“at stake is not simply the lea-

dership of our party and even
: our country, it is our right to

moral leadership of this pla-
net”, Harris added, “So today 1
say to you, my friends: These

i are not ordinary times, and

this will not be anordinary ele-

ction, butthis isour America."

The daughter of immigra-
nts from Jamaica and India,
Harris' campaign isfilled with
historic possibility If she wins
the White House she would be
the first African-American wo-
man and first person of Indian

: descent to be president. Harris
: also did not shy away from ta-

king on Trumpdirectly, saving
the US welcomes refugees and

calling the wall that Trump

wants to build a "medieval
vanity project”. ae

Starbucks’
ex-CEO readies
for US prez run
as mdependent

Andrew Ross Sorkin

—{ mer chief executive of ;

I Inwarcl Schultz, the for-

Starbucks and a self-
descrlbﬂd ‘lifelong Democrat,”

” z said on Sunday
that he was pre-
paring to run
for president as
an indepen-
dent and had al-
ready begun
the groundwork required to be
on the ballot in all 50 staftes.

Schultz said he planned to
crisscross the country for the
next three months as part of a
book tour before deciding whe-
ther to enter the race. A billio-
naire, Schultz would face a diffi-
cult road despite his conside-
rable wealth: Few independent
candidates have mounted suc-
cessful challenges for the White
House. " We have a broken poli-
tical system with both parties
basically in business to pre-
serve their own ideology wit-
hout a recognition and re-
sponsibility to represent the
interests of the American pe-
ople,” Schultzsaid. “The word
‘independent,’ forme, is simp-
lvadesignation onthe ballot.”

The possibility of Schultz's
candidacy as an independent
has drawn condemnation from
Democrats, who said that anin-
dependent run would split the
voite on Election Day 2020 and
hand Trump a second term.
Schultz said he was well awa-
re of the criticism, but said it
was misplaced. “I don't agree
with them... 'mnot doing this
tobe a spoiler.” wyrnewsservice

Pilot’s ‘emotional breakdown’ blamed for Nepal plané"érash

Kathmandu: Thecaptainof a
Bangladesh aeroplane “see-
med to have an emotional bre-
akdown" beforea deadly crash
last March, Nepali investiga-
tors said in a final report on
thenation's worst aviation dis-
aster in 26 years. They blamed
the crew’s loss of situational
awareness for the crash of the
US-Bangla Airlines flight to
the Nepali capital from Dhaka
that caught fire on landing in
Kathmandu, killing5lof the 71
people aboard.

“The pilot thought hecould
manceuvre the aircraft and
land. But he could not,” panel

On March 12, 2018, the US-Bangla Airlines flight to

Kathmandu from Dhaka had caught fire on landing,
killing 51. Citing the voice recorder and accounts of
passengers, the report said the captain was smok-
ing in the cockpit during the flight and ‘engaged in

unnecessary conversation even in the critical phase’

official Buddhisagar Lamich-
hane, said on Monday, refer-
ring to the captain. The capta-
in was under stress and “emo-
tionally disturbed” becausehe
felt that a female colleague
who was not on board the fatal
flight had guestioned his repu-

tation asa good instructor, Ne-
pal’'s Accident Investigation
Commission said in the re-
port. “This, together with the
failure on the part of both the
crew to follow the standard
operating procedure , contri-
buted to the loss of situational

awareness,” said the report,
submitted on Sunday.

This... meant the crew did
not realise the deviation of the
aircraft, a Bombardier
6400 turboprop, from its inten-
ded path, which in turn meant
they could not sight the run-
way, the report added. “When
the crew sighted the runway,
theywere very lowand too clo-
se to (it) and not properly alig-
ned,”
tain should have halted the

landing and initiated a go-aro-

und. The plane skidded off the

runway on to surrounding

grass, catching fire. Both pi-

Inc

it added, saying the cap-

lots were among those killed.
The flight’s captain, aged
52, was released in 1993 from
the Bangladeshi Air Force be-
cause he suffered from depres-
sion but was later declared fit
to fly civilian aircraft, the re
port said, with recent medical
reports mentioning no symp-
toms. Citing the voice recorder
and accounts of passengers,
the report said the captain was
smoking in the cockpit during
the flight and “engaged in un-
Necessary.., conversation even
in the critical phase”, viola-
ting the norm of maintaining
asterile cockpit. reuters
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California Senator Kamala Harris at a rally to launch her presidential campaign in Oakland, US, on Sunday

Tulsi Gabbard hits back at critics,
says she is targeted for being Hindu

Washington: Congresswo-
man Tulsi Gabbard has hit
back at critics who accuse the
Democratic presidential ho-
peful of being a “Hindu natio-
nalist”, saying that guestio-
ning hercommitment to Ame-
rica while not probing non-
Hinduleaders createsa “doub-
le standard” that can only be
rooted in “religious bigotry”.
(zabbard, the four-term la-
wmaker said from Hawaii,
wrote an op-ed for the Religio-
us News Services on Sunday;
describing the campaign aga-
inst her, supporters and do-
nors as “profiling and targe-
ting of Hindu Americans and
ascribing to them motives
without any basis”. The37-ve-

ar-old on January 11 announ-
cedthat shewould be running
for the White House in 2020.

[n the article, Gabbard, the
first Hindu elected to the US
Congress, noted that
she hasbeen accused of
being a Hindu nationa-
list. “Tomorrow will it
be Muslim or Jewish
Americans? Japanese,
Hispanic or African
Americans?” she asked.

“To guestion my commuit-
ment to my country, while not
questioning non-Hindu lea-
ders, creates a double stan-
dard that can only be rooted
in one thing: ‘religious bigot-
ry'. I am Hindu and they are
not.” Gabbard said.

“My meetings with PM
Narendra Modi, India’s de-
mocratically elected leader,
have been highlighted as‘pro-
of " of this and portraved as
somehow being out of
the ordinary or some-
how suspect, even tho-
ugh President (Ba-
rack) Obama, Secreta-
ry (Hillary} Clinton,
President (Donald) Tr-
ump and many of my collea-
gues in Congress have met
with and worked with him,"”
Gabbard said.

“I am proud to be the first
Hindu-American to have been
elected to Congress, and now,
the first Hindu-American to
runforpresident,” shesaid. en

Maduro rival calls for new protests

Caracas: Venezuela's sell-
proclaimed president Juan
Guaido has called for two
new protests, in an effort to
push the military to turnaga-
inst leader Nicolas Maduro
as Pope Francis warned on
Monday of a possible “blood-
bath"” in the crisis-wracked
South AmericancountryIna
video posted on Twitter, the
F5-vear-old opposition leader
Guaido announced a two-ho-
ur sirike on Wednesday “to
demand that the armed for-
ces side with the people.”
Millions of Venezuelans
have been left in poverty or
fled the country due to an eco-
nomic crisis, marked by hype-
rinflation and shortages of ba-

sic necessities, began in 2014,
The head of the opposi-
tion-controlled National As-
sembly said a second de-
monstration, on Saturday,
would be a “big natio-
nal and international
rally to back the sup-
portof the EU and the
ultimatum” from Bri-
tain, France, Germa-
ny, Portugal, Spain
and the Netherlands

that they would recog- Juan Guaido

scend into “a bloodbath”. He
had previously called on both
sidestofind a “just and peace-
ful solution.” While some
member nations have backed
Guaido, the EU wasmo-
re vague, saving it wo-
uld take “further ac-
tions" if polls were not
| called soon. Australia,
said it “recognises and
supports” Guaido as in-
terim president pen-
dingelections.

nise Guaido as inte-

rim president unless Maduro

calls polls by February 3.
Speaking after a trip to Pa-

nama, Francis said he was

afraid the escalating political

crisis in Venezuela would de-

The US separately
warned there would be a “sig-
nificant response” if USdiplo-
mats, Guaido or the opposi-
tion-controlled National As-
sembly were fargeted with
violenceand intimidation. arp

AROUND THE WORLD

Heuters

GUARDIANS nF THE OPERA: The Syﬂney ﬂpera House in Australia has started deploying ‘seagull patml
dogs' to help ward off silver seagulls, a protected species, which have been known to steal food from diners
by the harbour. For decades, the Opera House has tried various measures to protect diners, including wire
cloches for food, a robotic hawk and sonic deterrents, with little success. Early results from the new dog
patrol trial have been positive, with staff recording an 80% reduction in meal replacements due to seagulls

Kuwaiti MP jailed
for keeping wife in
dark about divorce

Kuwaiti court on Monday

sentenced an opposition
politician to seven years in jail
for failing to tell his wife he
divorced her and continuing to
have sexual relations with her,
her lawyer said. The appeals
court on Monday upheld a 2018
verdict finding him guilty of
adultery, said lawyer Naser
al-Otaibi. “My client received
justice after she was taken
advantage of and tricked into
something that criminalises
her under sharia (Islamic)
law,” he said. The lawyer said
his client had found out her
husband divorced her in 2017
— a year later — after she sued
him for failing to provide for

her and their child. “Evidence
was brought forward that they
continued a marital relations-
hip during the time they were
divorced, including an ex-
change of intimate pictures via
WhatsApp,” he said.

3-yr-old missing for 2 days
was ‘looked after by bear’
A three-year-old boy who
survived two nights alone in
freezing woodland has said he
was protected by a bear while
missing. Rescuers found Casey
Hathaway tangled up in thorny
bushes in North Carolina, close
to where he disappeared from
his grandmother’s home. He
had gone missing on Tuesday in
sub-zero temperatures. Craven
County sheriff Chip Hughes told
local television station WCTI:
“He didn't really get into how he
was able to survive and all that.
He did say he had a friend in the

woods... A bear that was with
him." The claim was repeated
by the boy's aunt, Breanna
Hathaway, who wrote on Face-
book: “Casey is healthy, smiling
and talking. He said he hung out
with a bear for two days.

“God sent him a friend to keep
him safe. God is a good God.
Miracles do happen.”

French cops probe theft

of Banksy artat Bataclan

A French judicial official says
police are investigating the theft
of an artwork by the British
artist Banksy that was painted
as a tribute to the victims of the
2015 terror attacks at the Ba-
taclan music hall in Paris in
which 90 people were killed. The
artwork, a black image appea-
ring to depict a person mour-
ning , had been made on an
emergency door at the Ba-
taclan. It was stolen last week.




