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Chetan Narula mt. Maunganui

n any World Cup year, a sig-

nificant value is attached to

every single ODI. There are

permutations and combina-

tions, chopping and chang-

ing, different players given
varying roles to test their skill and
ability, so on and so forth.

[t is tough, therefore, to assign specific
value to bilateral achievements. Take,
for example, India’s ODI series win in
Aunstralia — it was a close affair, closer
in fact than most people thought it
would be in the absence of Steve Smith,
David Warner, Mitchell Starc, Pat
Cummins and Josh Hazlewood. While
India were simply shrugging off rusti-
ness as they won 2-1, Australia were a
work in progress, and will be until the
very last moment before the World Cup.

Alternately New Zealand werehosting
a1l Lanka, and pummelled them into
siubmission with three successive 300-
plus scores. The gap in performance
eould only outline a probable gap in
standing come the World Cup. How can
vou not consider the Kiwis contenders
for a grasp at that elusive trophy?

A week later though, every assump-
tion stands shattered, for India have
come and washed upon these shores like
a cricketing tsunami. In the space of
seven days, the Black Caps have been
handed a thrashing — 8-wicket loss in
MNapier, followed by 80-run and 7-wicket
twin defeats in Mount Maunganui. That
winover Sri Lanka seems ages ago, and
even India’s slow start in Australiaisa
distant memory on the horizon.

World Cup contenders, vou said? India
have hammered home a3 advantage in
three games, and without breaking into
third gear, Toanextent, eventhe Men in
Blue seem surprised.

“Looking at the first three games, we
were looking to win at least two and to

Awfully Easy

India register third consecutive win against New Zealand to seal

series 3-0 without breaking a sweat
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the Tasman Sea, and stun the high-flying
Kiwisisameasureof theirconfidence at
the moment.

an appearance — India hardly seemed
in any bother whatsoever, despite nota
single hundred in three matches.

Virat Kohli guides
aball towards
third manduring
his60-run Knock
onMonday

their scoring. They had given away too
many wickets to Kuldeep Yadav and
Yuzvendra Chahal previously, and were

Rayudu Suspended
from Bowling

Ambati Rayudu has been suspended
from bowling in international cricket
for a suspect action. The ICC says
Rayudu “didn't elect to submit a

test of his bowling action within the
stipulated 14 days of being reported
for suspect action.”

NZ Recall Neesham,
Astle for Final 2 ODIs

SQUAD Kane Williamson (C),

Todd Astle, Trent Boult, Colin De
Grandhomme, Lockie Ferguson,
Martin Guptill, Matt Henry, Tom
Latham, Colin Munro, Jimmy
Meesham, Henry Nicholls, Mitchell
Santner, Tim Southee, Ross Taylor

has won ODI series in South Africa,
Australia, Sri Lanka and West Indies
sincethe 2017 Champions Trophy, whilst
going unbeaten at homesimultansously,
Only England have beaten this Indian
side in the past 20 months.

If the two wrist-spinners were nearly
unplavable, Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Mohammed Shami made their presence
felt with wickets early on, inthe middle
overs and at the death. A final piece of
this jigsaw fell into place when Hardik
Pandva arrived and bowled with inten-
sitv as if to prove a point, And hewasn't
the only one. Take Ambati Rayvudu, or
Dinesh Karthik, for that matter. In a
Waorld Cup vear, with spots still up for
grabs, it was almost acaseof individuals
proving their worth, but in a collective,
coherent manner.

On a day of attrition, New Zealand
tried their best to pull one back. This
stageering loss is a reflection indeed,
but less on their own form and prepara-
tion for the 2019 World Cup. Instead, it
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Tax Saving and Wealth Creation

ELSS

Equity Linked
Savings Scheme

www.iciciprumf.com

An investor education initiative by
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MUTUAL FUND
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Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all schemea
related documents carefully.
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India Women Aim to Seal Series

INDIA VS NEW ZEALAND

A dominant India will look to seal the

three-0DI series and consolidate their position inthe ICC women's
championship table when they face New Zealand in the second
0Dl on Tuesday. The Indian women's team put behind off-field
controversies by making a superb start to the three-0DI rubber

— part of the ICCWomen's Championship series — thrashing New
Zealand by nine wickets in the opening match.,

What Manchester United are going to
look like next season with or without

me, it doesn't really matter. I'm here as part of
that to prepare the team for next season. That

means doing well now

OLE GUNNAR SOLSKJAER wants to prepare Man United
for next season regardless of his own future with the club

Djokovic on Top
Federer Slides

MNovak Djokovic strengthened
his grip at the top of the men’s
ATP tennis ranking Monday
following his destruction of

Osaka First From
AsiatoBe No. 1

Australian Open champion
Maomi Osaka is the first player
from Asia to top the men'sor
women's tennis rankings _and
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MISSING THE POINT?

Pochettino dismisses winning a trophy as an ego-trip
but Tottenham fans are entitled to feel aggrieved

Jack Pitt-Brooke
ol

It might have been politicallyeasier for
Mauricio Pochettino, inthe aftermath
of defieat at Selhurst Park, toadmit how
devastated he was that Spurs were out
of another competition. They're now
likely facing another trophy-less sea-
son, depending on what happensinthe
Premier League and the Champions
League, after going out of both domes-
ticcupsin thespaceof four days.
There're plenty of people who think

that Pochettino needs to win a trophy

to complete his work at Spurs. And if

he had agreed with them, and admit-
ted his despair, then it might just have
boughthimsomesympathy overnight.
Pochettinomay have failed again, but
at leastheknowstherules ofthegame.

But Pochettinodidn't pay lip-service
totheimportanceofthe domesticeups.

He didn't feign crocodile tears over

spurs’ twoexits in four days. Instead,
he doubled down. He made clear, in
stronger terms than ever before, how
heseeshisjob. Andthatmeansmaking

Spursas strong as possible, as judged
bythe Premier Leagueand Champions
League, Not by bending over back-
wanrdstotrytowinacup.

“We'regoing tocreatea debate thatto
wina trophy is going to help the club,”
Pochettino said. “1 don't agree with
that. Thatonly builds vourego.”

Pochettino's point is that consistent
top-four finishes are ultimately more
valuable and more lasting to the club
than the one-offbuzzofliftingatrophy.
He has pointed in the past to Wigan
Athletic, who won the FA Cupin 2013
before sinkingdownto League One. In
arational sense he is right: consistent
top-fourfinishes pay for newstadiums,
domestictrophiesdonot,
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WATCH OuT! TDHIGHT

PREMIER LEAGUE
1:15am Arsenal v Cardiff City

1:30am Man United v Burnley
1:30am Newcastle v Man City
But Pochettino must also know that
plenty of fans don't see it that way. And
that for them the possibility of trophy
isstill what footballis allabout. Rather

than the long-term financial health of

the club. Andto write atrophy offasan
ego-tripistomissthe point.

Pochettino arguesthat winninga cup
151t atroe merit test, that it comesdown
to so many other factors, like the draw,
or injuries, or how much rest a team
» hasbeforeabiggame. AclublikeSpurs,
wi stretchingeverysinewtostay inthetop
o o fourwithfarricherteams neverhasthe
::.lam ecapacity tomake thedifferencein
acup.Astherecentexamplesof Chelsea,
Manchester United and Arsenal show,
the best way to win the cup is tohavea
bigsquadand anoff-vear intheleague,

“In thelast few weeks was listening
a lot about winning titles,” he said.
“Towin a title here in England like
the FA Cup or Carabao Cup is about
being lucky. not only about quality in
yoursguad.”

Of course this is true: the cup doesn’t
alwaysgotothe bestteam. For Spursto

dowhatthevdointheleaguewiththeir
squad, and then to delivera cupon top
ofit, would addan element of acrobatics
to their balancingact.

But football fans are entitled to be ir-
rational and there are plenty at Spurs
who would just like their manager to
caremoreabout winningevenaminor
trophy. No-one disputes his argument
about the success of the last four and a
half yvearssince he took over.

“Inreality, the most important thing
is being consistently in the top four
and playving Champions League,”
Pochettino said. “That is goingto help
the club toachieve the last step. Today
the club is doing fantastically, it's so
successful. Inthelastfourorfive years,
we've been fighting in different ways
to achieve what the club needs, to be
in the level of Chelsea, United, City or
Arsenalor Liverpool.”

All of which is true, and any analy-
sis of spending, salaries and Premier
League points since 2014 would vindi-
cate Pochettino. But sometimes fans
just wantto have theiregos stroked.
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ANNOUNCING THE SPEAKERS AT INDIA’S BIGGEST EVER WOMEN’S FORUM
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LETS HEAR IT FOR VOICES THAT AMPLIFY

« Over 50 international and Indian speakers » More than 12 areas of special focus and deliberation
* Fast-paced, interactive sessions for constructive solutions * Music, comedy, fireside chats, panels, and more

Now accepting requests for invites on www.etwomensforum.com
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