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KANYE WEST WELCOMES NEW YEAR WITH TWEETS
REAFFIRMING SUPPORT FOR US PRESIDENT TRUMP
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China Prez Says
Independence
For The Island

A Dead-End

Chris Buckley & Chris Horton

Beijing: China's president,
Xi Jinping, warned Taiwan
that unification must be the
ultimate goal of any talks
over its futureand that efforts
to assert full independence
could be met by armed force,
laying outan unyielding posi-
tion on Wednesday in his first
major speech about the con-
tested island democracy.

Xi outlined his stance one
day after Taiwan's president,
Tsai Ing-wen, urged China to
peacefully settle disputes over
the island, whose 23 million
people, she said, want to pre-
serve their selffrule But Be
ljingtreats Taiwanasan illegi-
timate breakaway from Chine-
serule, and Xisaid unification
was unstoppable as China ro-
se. “The country is growing
strong, the nation is rejuvena-
ting, and unification between
the twosidesof thestraitisthe
great trend of history™ Xi told
officials, military officers and
guests in the Great Hall of the
Peoplein Beijing.

China would respect the
Taiwanese people's religious
and legal freedoms in a unifi-
ed “one country, two systems”
framework, Xi said. But he
warned that the profound po-
liticaldifferences between Ta-
iwan, a vibrant democracy,
and China, a highly authori-
tarian government, were no

US tells Russia to
release detained
former marine

g the United States is de- :
l manding the immediate :

returnof aretired US Ma-
rine detained by Russia on spy-
ing charges, and wants an ex-

planation of why he was arres-
ted, US secretary of state Mike

Pompeo said on Wednesday:
Russia's FSBstatesecurity
servicedetained Paul Whelan,
who was visiting Moscow for
the weddingof aformerfellow
Marine, on Friday and opened
a criminal case against him.
“We've made clear to the Rus-

sians our expectation that we
will learn more about the :

charges, come to understand
what it is he’s been accused of
and if the detention is not app-
ropriate, we will demand his
immediate return,”
said. In Moscow, RIA news
agency cited a foreign mini-
stry spokesman as saving Rus-

sia has allowed consular ac- :

cess to Whelan. The state de-
partment did not immediately
confirm that Moscow had pro-
vided consular access. reutens

UK attacker held
under mental
health law: Cops

London: A 25-vear-old knife-

wielding man arrested during :

aNew Year's Eve terrorattack
in Manchester is being detai-
ned under the Mental Health
Act after an assessment by
medical experts, police said
on Wednesday. The man stab-
bed three people at Manches-
ter Victoria station before be-
ing arrested on Monday,
Police said the counter-ter-
rorism investigation launched
in the wake of the attack on
Monday night remains ongo-
ing, includinga searchof a pro-
perty associated with the su-
spect innorth Manchester. eni

Pompeo

A woman walks past a TV in New Taipei City showing China's leader
Xi Jinping speech in which he warned Taiwan independence advocates

Defiant Taiwan prez rejects Beijing’s
prnposal of ‘one country, two systems’

aiwan'sPresident Tsai Ing-wen on Wednesday

rejected the Chinese President Xi Jinping's call
for unification under a“one country, two systems”
approach. Tsai said her island of 22 million people
would never accept the approach proposed by
Beijing. “China must face the fact of the existence

of Taiwan, Republic of China, and not deny the system ofa
democratic country thathas been commonly built up by the
Taiwanese people,” she said in a statement hours after President
Xisaidina policy speech on Taiwan thatno one can stop the trend
toward unification. One country, two systems referstoa
framework similarto Hong Kong in which the territory became
part of China but retained a degree of autonomy. Taiwan and China
split in a civil warthat brought the Communist Party to powerin
China in 1949, Therival nationalists set up their own government
on Taiwan, an island 160km off the Chinese mainland. ap

excuse to reject unification.
“Ditferent systems are not
anobstacle to unification, and
evenlessare they anexcusefor
separatism. The private pro-
perty religious beliefs and le-
gitimate rights and interests
of Taiwanese compatriots will
be fully assured,” X1 said, cal-
ling independence for the self-
governing island a dead end.
Xi also accompanied his
offer of talks with a warning

— one implicitly also aimed
at the US, which provides Tai-
wanwith militaryegquipment
and the possibility of support
in a crisis. “We make no pro-
mise toabandon theuse offor-
ce and retain the option of ta-
King all necessary measu-
res,” Xisaid inasectionof the
speech that drew rousingapp-
lause. Those options, he said,
could be used against “inter-
vention by external forces.”

nification is the goal, force
an optlon, Xi warns Taiwan |

Taiwan’s leader rejected
his call just hours later. Presi-
dent Tsai said her island of 23
million people would neverac-
cept the “one country, two sy-
stems” approach proposed by
Beijing. The diverging posi-
tions staked out by Xiand Tsai
have brought into focus how
the disputed future of Taiwan
remains a volatile question
that could erupt into crisis,
especially if either side mi-
sjudges the intentions of the
other—orof theUS, akeyally
that hasstrengthened support
for Taiwan. Since coming to
power in late 2012, Xihas war-
ned Taiwan against any shift
toward independence.

Xi's speech commemora-
ted the 4D yvears sinceChinala-
id out a new approach to Tai-
wan soon after the US swit-
ched diplomatic recognition
from Taipei to Beijing at the
start of 1979. But the U S has
remained Taiwan's most im-
portant partner, and the Tr-
ump administration has bol-
stered some support, to the
consternationof Chinese offi-
cials. In March, President
Trump signed the Taiwan
Travel Act, which encourages
official government exchang-
es between the US and Tai-
wan. AndinJune, the USdedi-
cated a new 5250 million unof-
ficial embassy inTaipei.

On the last day of 2018,
Trump signed into law the
Asia Reassurance Initiative
Act, which tries to counter
China's growing military in-
fluence. The section of the law
on Taiwan reiterates US com-
mitment “tocounter efforts to
change the status quo and to
support peaceful resolution
acceptable to both sidesof the
Taiwan Strait.” nyTnews SERVICE

Romney says Trump ‘has not
risen to the mantle of the office’

descent in December.”

“(On balance, hisconduct over the past two
1s evidence that the president has not
risen to the mantle of the office,” said Rom-
ney, who starts his new role representing Ut-
ah on Thursday. “The appointment of senior
persons of lesser experience, the abandon-
mentof allieswhofightbesideus, and the pre-
sident’s thoughtless claim that America has
long been a ‘sucker’ in world affairs all defi-
ned his presidency down,” he wrote,

The White House did not respond to a re-
quest for comment, but Trump fired back ina
tweet on Wednesday taking aim at Romney’s

years...

failed 2012 White House bid.

Washington: US President Donald Trump
on Wednesday cautioned fellow Republican
Mitt Romney to be a “team player” after the
former presidential candidate and inco-
ming US senator sharply criticised the pre-
sident's actions and questioned his charac-
ter. Ina Washington Post essay published la-
teon Tuesday, Romney suggested the US lea-
der had “caused dismay around the world"
and said his presidency had “made a deep

“Here we gowith Mitt Romney, but so fast!
Guestionwill be, is hea Flake? [ hope not. Wo-
uld much prefer that Mitt focus on Border Se-
curity and somany other thingswherehecan
be helpful. I won big, and hedidn’t. Heshould

INFIGHTING: Donald Trump and Mitt Romney

behappyforall Republicans. BeaTEAM play-

er & WIN!" Trump wrote on Twitter, appea-
ring to reference outgoing US Senator Jeff
Flake, one of the few Republican lawmakers
who publicly spoke out against Trump, at the
cost of drawing the president’'s wrath.

It isunclear whetheranyother Republican
lawmakers will feel emboldened to criticise
Trumpahead of hispresumed 2020 re-election
bid or whether Trump will face any serious
challengers for the Republican Party’s presi-
dential nomination. Romney's move to stake
out a more independent position highlightsdi-
visions within the party, since Trump upen-

ded many conservatives’ long-held positions

on foreign policy and deficits, amongothers.
Republican National Committee Chair Ro-
nna McDaniel also criticized Romney on Twit-
ter; calling his essay an “attack™ on Trump that
was “disappointing and unproductive.” reutens

‘Ending country cap in Green
Cards may benefit India, China’

Washington: Eliminating
the country quota from the
most sought-after Green Ca-
rds will end the current dis-
crimination in the US labour
market, but would allow co-
untries like India and China
todominate the path to US ci-
tizenship, according to the la-
test Congressional report.
Indian-Americans, most
of whom are highly skilled
andcome tothe USmainly on
the H-1B work visas, are the
worst sufferers of the curr-
ent immigration system wh-
ich imposes a7% per country
quota on allotment of Green

Cards or the Legal Perma-
nent Residency (LPR).

The bipartisan Congres-
sional Research Servicesaid if
the per-country cap for emplo-
ymeni-based immigrants was
removed, many expect that In-
dian and Chinese nationals
would dominate the flow of
new employment-based LPRs
foras many years as needed to
clear out the accumulated qu-
eue of prospective immi-
grants from those countries.

As of April 2018, a total of
3.06,601 Indiannationals were
waiting in line for Green Ca-
rds, according to the USCIS.

Indians constitute 78 % of the
3,895,025 foreign nationals wa-
iting for Green Cards in just
one category of employment-
based LPR applications.

De to the cap, the current
wait period for the majority of
Indians to get a Green Card is
nine and half years, the CRS
said. India is followed by Chi-
nawith 67,031 in line for Green
Cards. Lawmakers favouring
eliminating the per-country
cap contend that such circu-
mstances would encourage
employers to sponsor employ-
ment-based immigrants pri-
marily from India. en

China building
most advanced |
. naval warships
fur Pak: Report

Beijing: China is building the
first of four “most advanced”
naval warships for its “all-weat-
her ally” Pakistan as part of a
major bilateral armsdeal to en-
sureamong “balance of power"
in the strategic Indian Ocean,
state media reported. Equipped

with modern detection and wea- |
ponsystems, it will becapableof

anti-ship, anti-submarine and
air-defence operations, China
Daily quoted state-owned defen-
ce contractor China State Ship-
building Corporation as sayving.

The ship, under construc-
tion at Hudong-Zhonghua shi-

pyard in Shanghai, is a version
of the Chinese Navy's most ad- :

vanced guided missile frigate,
it said. The ship's class is Type

054 AP which means it isbased :

on the Type 054A of the Peo-
ple's Liberation Army (PLA)

Navy, the report quoted the Pa-

kistani Navy assaying.
Onceconstructed, the wars-

hip “will be one of the largest :

and technologically advanced
platforms of the Pakistani Na-
vy and strengthen the count-

ry's capability torespond to fu- :

ture challenges, maintain pea-

ce and stability and the balance :

of power in the Indian Ocean
region,” the reportsaid.

The mention of the Indian
Ocean is regarded as significant
as China, which has already ta-

ken over Pakistan's strategic

Gwadar port under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor, lo-
oks to assist the Pakistani navy
to restore the balance of power
inIndia’s backvard. China is the
largest supplier of weapon sy-
stem to Pakistan. Both the na-
tions also jointly manufacture
JF-Thunder asingle enginemul-
ti-role combat aircraft. em

Cathay Pacific
sells $16k seats
- for $675 in error

Cathay Pacific Airways Ltd.
made a mistake selling first-
and business-class tickets at a
steep discount. Now, the lucky
few who made the bookings
will travel in style after all.

The Hong Kong-based airli-
ne saidon its Twitter and Face-

book pages Wednesday that it
would still welcome passeng-
ers that bought the business-
class tickets from Vietnam to
Canada and the US at economy
prices earlier this week. The

online ticketing foul-up meant

return fares of as low as $675
from Da Nang in Vietnam to

original price of $16,000.

“We do not want to go back
on our promise...,"” Cathay sa-
id on its Twitter account. “We
made a mistake but we look
forward to welcoming you on
board with vour ticket issu-

ed.” The mistake adds to the

embarrassments for the car-
rier that's struggling to turn
its fortunes around while
competition intensifies from
budget airlines. swomeserc

Nikki Haley says
Unesco ‘most
corrupt’ UN body

Washington: The outgoing
US ambassador to United Na-
tions NikkiHaley hasslammed
Unescoand termed itone of the
most “corrupt” UN agencies.
This comes a day after US and
Israel officially quit the United
Nations Educational, Scienti-
fic and Cultural Organisation.
“Unesco is among the most
corrupt and politically biased
UNagencies, Today the US with-
drawal from this cesspool beca-
me official,” Haley tweeted. Ac-
cording to Fox News, US had fi-
led its notice to withdraw from
the Unesco in October 2017 un-
der Trump administration. awi

Wielding rocks & knives, Arizonans attack self-driving cars

Simon Romero

Chandler (US): The assailant
slipped outof apark and wiftly
slashed one of the tyres of a
self-driving van operated by
Waymo, the driverless-car co-
mpany spunoutof Google The
slashing was one of nearly two
dozen attacks on driverless ve-
hicles over the past two years
in Chandler, Arizona, where
Waymo started testing its vans
in2017. The city has had anear-
ly look at public misgivings

over therise of Al, with city of-
ficials hearing complaints abo-
ut everything from safety to
possible job losses.

Some people have pelted
Waymo vans with rocks, ac-
cording to police reports.
Othershave tried torun the ve-
hicles off the road. In one epi-
sodes, a man waved a revolver
at a Waymo wvehicle and the
emergency backup driver. He
told the police that he “despi-
ses” driverless cars, referring
to the killing of a female pe-

destrian in March in Tempe by
aself-driving Ubercar.

“There are other places
they can test,” said Erik
O'Polka, 37, who was issued a
warning by police after mul-
tiple reports that his Jeep
Wrangler had tried torun Wa-
yvimo vans off the road. His wi-
fe, Elizabeth, 35, admitted
that she herself “may have
forced them to pull over™ so
she could yell at them. The
trouble started, the couple sa-
id, when their 10-year-old son

was nearly hit by one of the
vehicleswhile he was playing
inanearby cul-de-sac.

“They said they need real-
world examples, but I don't
want to be their real-world
mistake,” said Erik. Atleast 21
such attacks have been level-
led at Waymo vans in Chand-
lerr The emergency drivers
told police that the company
preferred not to pursue prose-
cutionof the assailants.

A Waymo manager said
the company emphasised that

it was worried about disrup-
tions of its testing in Chandler:
“Safety is the core of everyt-
hing we do, which means that
keeping our drivers, our ri-
ders, and the public safe is our
top priority,” said Alexis Geor-
geson, a Waymo spokeswo-
man. He said the company to-
ok the safety of its emergency
drivers seriously and disputed
claims that Waymo was trying
to avoid bad publicity by op-
ting against pursuing crimi-
nalcharges. wyrNeEws SERVICE

Bangladesh set for an

opposition-less House

. Oppn, Which Won Only 7 Seats, Says It Won't Take Oath;
Hasina’s Party Says Will Hold Bypolls For Those Seats

Dhaka: While Sheikh Hasina
is set to begin her third conse-
cutive term as Bangladesh's
prime minister following a
landslide election victory, cri-
tics say having such an over-
whelming majority in parlia-
ment could create space for
her to become even more aut-
horitarian. The Hasina-led
coalition won 288 seats inthe
J00-seat parliament in Sun-
day’s election, amid allega-
tions by the opposition that
the voting was rigged. Hasi-
na rejected the accusations.
The new Cabinet is expec-
ted to be sworn in by January
10, but members of the opposi-
tion alliance, which won only
seven seats, said they would
not take the oath. According
to legal and parliament ex-
perts, a party needs to win at
least 10% of the total seats to
formally get the status of an
opposition party. In response,
the ruling party's general se-
cretary said by-elections wo-
uld be held for those seats.
Over her last 10 vears as
PM, Hasina took up many de-

MORE ‘IRON-HANDED"? With virtually no opposition, critics say
Hasina's new government could be even more iron-handed and aggressive

velopment projects, from po-
wer generation to the buil-
ding of a seaport, but her re-
cord of maintaining human
rights was widely criticised
by rights groups. Some of tho-
se critics now say her new go-
vernment could be even more
iron-handed and aggressive.
More than a dozen people
were Killed in election-related
viclence on Sunday, and the
election campaign was dog-
ged by allegations of the ar-
rests and jailing of thousands
of Hasina's opponents. Do

UK making forced
marriage victims pay
repatriation costs

London: The British govern-
ment came under fire on Wed-
nesday after it emerged that
the foreign and commonwe-
alth office (FCO) is charging
victims of forced marriages
toreturn home to the UK after
their rescue overseas,
According to statistics fi-

om the UK's Forced Marriage

Unit, India ranks fourth am-

. ong countries where victims
: are taken to be forced into
: marriage after Pakistan, Ba-
: ngladeshand Somalia, In2017,
: 82 male and female victims of

forced marriage supported by
the FMU were from India.

A Freedom of Informa-
tion request by The Times
newspaper found that any
such victims must cover the
cost of their plane ticket, fo-
od and shelter on being assi-
sted by the government unit.
If they are over 18, they can
take out emergency govern-

ment loans.
New Yorkat the frontend of the :
plane, or asmall fraction of its :

A spokeswoman for Brita-
in’s foreign office said the go-
vernment had an “obligation
to recover the money” as it ca-
me from public funds. But

campaigners said the char-

ges, which sometimes ran in-
to hundreds of pounds, were
indefensible, “This charge is
completely against the princi-
ples of helping the most vul-

:L nerable,” Aneeta Prem, foun-

According to UK's
Forced Marriage Unit,
India ranks fourth -
after Pakistan,
Bangladesh and
Somalia — among
nations where
victims are taken

to be forced

into marriage

der of the Freedom charity
which works against forced

marriage, said. Foreign secre-

tary Jeremy Hunt said he wo-
uld “get to the bottom™ of the
issiie to ensure his depart-
ment was acting with “com-
passion and humanity™.

The Times probe found
thatmany of the 82 victims re-
patriated by the government
between 2016 to 2017 were as-
ked to pay for their own
flights, food and shelter. Since
2014, forced marriage has be-
en a crime in UK carrying a
maximum seven-year prison
sentence. In the past two ve
ars, the foreign office has lent
£7,765 to at least eight victims
who could not pay for their re-
patriation. Around £3,000 has

been repaid, althoughdebtsof

over £4 500 are outstanding. A
10% surcharge is added if an
emergency loan is not repaid
withinsix months. acences

zens of activists took to the
streets of Dhaka on Tuesday
to protest the alleged gang ra-
pe by Hasina supporters of a
mother of fourwho had voted
for the opposition.

“Sheikh Hasina's go-
vernment during its previo-
us term displayed an increa-
singly authoritarian stre-
ak," Meenakshi Ganguly, So-
uth Asia director for Human
Rights Watch, adding that
she doubted that the next go-
vernment would be more to-
lerant. acencies

Netflix blocks
comedy show
In Saudi Arabia

etflix has blocked an
episode of its show
“Patriot Act With
Hasan Minhaj"
from streaming
in Saudi Arabia
after the Saudi
: government co-
mplamal:l the episode — wh-
: ichiscritical of Crown Prin-
: e Mohammed bin Salman—
: violated its cybercrime laws.
:  Intheepisode, the American-
:  born Muslim comedian las-
: hed out at the kingdom after
: the QOctober killing of Was-
: hington Post columnist Ja-
- mal Khashoggi in the Saudi
: consulate in Istanbul.

: After receiving a take-
: down request last month
: from the Saudi govern-
:  ment’s Communications
: and Information Technolo-
: gy Commission, Netflix re-
: moved the episode from vie-
:  winginSaudi Arabia last we-
. ek.Inastatement, Netflix de-
: fended its decision: “We
:  strongly support artistic fre-
: edom worldwide and only re-
: moved this episode in Saudi
: Arabia after we had received
: avalid legal request —andto
: complywithlocallaw.”

. In an interview publis-
: hed in The Atlantic last
: month, Minhaj spoke of the
fear he felt after creating the
: episode. “..I've just come to
: personal and spiritual terms
: with what the repercussions
:are.” NYTAND AGENCIES
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SIX KILLED IN TRAIN CRASH ON BRIDEE IN DENMARK: A Danish passenger train app.arently hit fallmg
cargo from a passing freight train on Wednesday, an accident that killed six people and injured 16 others as
it crossed a bridge linking the country's islands, authorities said. The accident was the worst in Denmark in
more than 30 years. Authorities said the trains were going past each other in opposite directions. TV
footage showed a severely damaged freight trailer adorned with the logo of Danish beer maker Carlsberg

Man trying to kill
spider sparks
police response

olice rushed to a home

where a toddler was heard
crying as a man repeatedly
screamed, “Why don't you
die?” — only to find the pair
trying to kill a spider. Officers in
Australia attended the address
in Perth after a passer-by called
emergency services. On their
arrival, the man at home ex-
plained he had a fear of spiders
and apologised for the inconve-
nience caused. It is not the first
time a spider has resulted in
police in Australia needlessly
rushing to a suspected crime
scene. In 2015, officers in
Sydney attended a home

where reports of loud banging
had worried neighbours. They
found a man throwing his
furniture at an arachnid.

Cops couldn’t find body for
vears due to Google Maps
Police were unable to

find a missing body for 18
months because they used
incorrect Google Maps data,
an inquiry has found. Darrel|
Simon went missing in Bris-
bane, Australia, in November
2014, Authorities were notified
that the 46-year-old was
missing and searched his
property in Laidley Creek
West, They printed out an
image from Google Maps to
determine the boundaries but
the map in question was
incorrect. The error meant
that those searching for Simon

only covered half of his pro-
perty as the boundaries online
were wrong. Simon's remains
were found on the property in
May 2016 and it was ruled that
he had taken his own life. The
delay in finding him resulted in
speculation that he had been
the victim of a murder.

Germany must give painting
stolen by Nazis back: Gallery
The director of the Uffizi
Gallery in Florence is urging
Germany to return a Dutch
masterpiece stolen by Nazi
troops during World War Il
Eike Schmidt said in a New
Year's appeal on Tuesday that
the still-life “Vase of Flowers”
by Dutch artist Jan van Huysum
is in the hands of a German
family who hasn't returned it
despite numerous appeals.




