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JOHN MALKOVICH TO STAR IN A PLAY INSPIRED BY
DISGRACED MOVIE PRODUCER HARVEY WEINSTEIN

TIMES GLOBAL

THEHARDER THE
CONFLICT, THE
MOREGLORIOUS
THE TRIUMPH

— THOMAS PAINE

EL CHAPO TELLS JUDGE HE WON'T TAKE WITNESS STAND
IN HIS DEFENCE AT US DRUG-TRAFFICKING TRIAL

Huawel, top executive face May calls for reopening Brexit pact

China Co Accused Of Trying To Steal Trade Secrets,

Obstruct Investigation, Evade Sa

David E Sanger, Katie Benner
& Matthew Goldstein

Washington: The US justice
department unveiled swee-
ping charges on Monday aga-
inst the Chinese telecom firm
Huaweiand itschief financial
officer, Meng Wanzhou, outli-
ning a decade-long attempt by
the company to steal trade se-
crets, obstruct a eriminal in-
vestigation and evade econo-
mic sanctions on [ran.

The pair of indictments
come amid a broad campaign
by the US to try to thwart Chi-
na's biggest telecom eqguip-
ment maker. Officials have
long suspected Huaweiof wor-
king to advance Beijing's glo-
bal ambitions and undermine
US' interests and have begun
taking steps to curb its inter-
national presence.

The charges underscore
Washington's determination
to prove that Huawel poses a
national security threat andto
convince other nations that it
cannot be trusted tobuild their
3G networks. The indictments,
based in part on the firm's in-
ternal emails, describe a plot
to steal testing equipment
from a competitor T-Mobile la-
boratories in  Washington.,
They alsocite internal memaos,
obtained from Meng, that pro-
secutorssaidlink hertoabank
fraud that helped Huawei pro-

Huawei has denied violating laws

fit by evading Iran sanctions.
Acting AG Matthew G Whita-
ker said the US would seek to
have Meng extradited from
Canada, where she was detai-
ned last year at the request of
the US. The new charges come
at a sensitive moment as a
high-level Chinese trade dele-
gation has arrived in Was-
hington for two days of talks
aimedatresolvingatradewar
between the two countries.
Trump administration offici-
als have said Meng's deten-
tion will not affect the talks,
but the timing of the indict-
ment islikely to furtherstrain
ties between the countries.
Meng's arrest has outra-
ged the Chinese government,
which has since arrested two
Canadians, in apparent retali-
ation. The indictment now
presents Canada with a politi-
cally charged decision: whet-
her to exiradite Meng to face
thefraud charges, ormakeale

nctions On Iran

eal or political determination
to send her back to Beijing.

China’s foreign ministry
on Tuesday called on the US
and Canada to let Meng go.

A spokesman for Huawei,
Joe Kelly, said it “is not aware
of any wrongdoing by Meng,
and believes the UScourts will
ultimately reach thesamecon-
clusion”. The company also
denied violating American
laws. The indictment claimed
that Huawei defrauded four
large banks into clearing
transactions with Iran in vio-
lation of International sanc-
tions through a subsidiary cal-
led Skyveom. Federal authoriti-
es did not identify the banks,
but in an earlier court procee-
ding in Canada after Meng's
arrest, prosecutors had identi-
fied one of the banks as HSBC.

The most serious new alle-
aation in the indictment is the
contention by federal prosecu-
tors that Huaweil sought to im-
pede the probe into the compa-
ny's attempt to evade econo-
mic sanctions on Iran by dest-
roving orconcealing evidence.
The indictment said Huawei
moved employees out of the
US so they could not be called
as witnesses before a grand ju-
ry in Brooklyn. Meng's lawyer
in the US, Reid Weingarten, a
lawyerat Steptoe & Johnson in
Washington, did not comment
onthe indictment. sy

criminal charges in the US

Stop suppression
of Chinese firms,
says Beijing
Saibal Dasgupta | Tm

Beijing: Chinareacted shar-
ply against the US after Was-
hington slapped criminal
charges against Huawei. It
described the US move as un-
reasonable suppression of
Chinese companies.

“The US has been using
state power to smear and at-
tack specific Chinese enter-
prises,” Chinese foreign mi-
nistry spokesman Geng Shu-
ang sald. There are strong
political motives behind the
US actions, the ministry sa-
id. “We strongly urge the US
to stop unreasonable supp-
ression of Chinese compani-
es, including Huawei, and
treat Chinese enterprises fa-
irly and objectively.”

India recently invited Hua-
wel totest its 5G technology in
the country. But the company
has come under pressure in
the UK, Australia and Poland,
besides US and Canada where
it is suspected of involvement
inespionage. TheUS haschar-
ged Huawei with selling equ-
ipment to Iran despite sanc-
tionsand with stealing robotic
technology from T-Mobile Inc.
Huawei has denied the first
charge and said it had already
settled the second issue with
T-Mobile in 2017.

US intel report contradicts Trump

Countering Top Tenets Of Prez’s Foreign Policy, Report Says North Korea
Unlikely To Give Up N-Stockpiles, Iran Not Trying To Develop N-Weapons

Julian EBarnes & David E. Sanger

Washington: A new Ameri-
can intelligence assessment
of global threats has conclu-
ded that North Korea is "un-
likely to give up” all of its nu-
clear stockpiles, and that Iran
isnot “currently undertaking
the key nuclear weapons-de-
velopment activity” needed to
make a bomb, directly contra-
dicting twotop tenetsof Presi-
dent Trump's foreign policy,
Daniel Coats, the director
of national intelligence, also
challenged Trump's insisten-
ce that the Islamic State had
been defeated, a key rationale
forhisdecision toexitfrom Sy-
ria. The terror group, the an-
nual “Worldwide Threat As-
sessment” report to Congress
concluded, “still commands
thousands of fighters in Irag
and Syria,” and maintain
eight branches and a dozen
networks around the world.
Trump is expected to meet
next month with Kim Jong-
un, the North Korean leader,
ina second round of direct ne-
gotiations aimed at ridding

‘Come back,

global warming!’

Trump tweets
on cold snap

')I‘E.-SidE'l‘ll Donald Trump
I has again appeared to

fundamentally

- ‘ warming does
H not exist. “In the
beautiful Mid-

perature increases,

His latest outburst is a refe-
rence toa polar vortex current-
ly moving through the Ameri-
can Midwest, blasting much of
the country with sub-zero tem-
peratures and arctic winds.
Chicago will take the main
brunt of the cold weather, the
with
wind chillsaslow as-46Cexpec-
ted by Tuesday through to

weather service said,

Thursday THenDEPENDENT

Daniel Coats, the director of
national intelligence, also
challenged Trump's insistence
that the Islamic State had been
defeated, a key rationale for his
decision to exit from Syria

Pyongvangof itsnuclear wea-
pons. But Coats told the Sena-
te Intelligence Committee on
Tuesday that “we currently
assess North Korea will seek
to retain its WM.D. capability
and is unlikely to completely
give up its nuclear weapons
and production capability”
“Tts leaders ultimately view
nuclear weapons as critical to
regime survival,” Coats said.
Coats said Iran continued
to sponsor terrorism in Euro-
pe and West Asia, supporting

Trump, Pelosi agree
on SOTU speech date

resident Trump on Monday

a{:lf.“E'i]tEd House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi's invitation to deli-
ver his State of the Unionspeech
on February 5.“Itis my great
honorto accept,” Trump saidina
letter to Pelosi. The speech had
initially been scheduled for
January 29, but Pelosi postponed
it over shutdown crisis. ltwas the
first known time that aspeaker
had rescinded an invitation to
deliver the State of the Union. se

Houthis in Yemen and Shia
militanis in Iraq. He also said
that he believed Iran hardli-
ners would continue to chal-
lenge centrist rivals.

“We do not believe Iran is
currently undertaking the
key activities we judge neces-
sary to produce a nuclear de-
vice,” Coatssaid, but headded
that Iranian officials have
“publicly threatened to push
the boundaries™ of the nucle-
ardeal itstruck with world po-
wers in 2015 if itdid not seethe

benefits it expected. Trump
withdrew the US from that ag-
reement last vear He called it
“defective at its core” and said
if the deal remained in place,
[ran “will be on the cusp ofac-
quiring the world's most
dangerous weapons.”

Perhaps the strongest re-
bukeof Trump'ssecurity prio-
rities comes in what ismissing
from the report: Any rationale
forbuilding awall along the so-
uthwest border, which Trump
has advertised as among the
most critical security threats
facing the US. The first men-
tion of Mexico and drug car-
tels comes on page 18 of the 42-
page assessment, well after a
range of other, more pressing
threats are reviewed.

Most pressing, as ithasbe-
en for the past five years, are
cybersecurity threats to the
UUS. For the first time, the re-
port concluded that China is
now positioned to conduct ef-
fective cyberattacks against
American infrastructure, and
specifically cited Beijing's
ability to cut off natural gas
pipelines, at least briefly syt

~ US slaps oil curbs on

misun-
derstand climate change by
suggesting extreme cold weat-
her in the US is
evidence global

west, wind chill
temperatures are reaching mi-
nus 60 degrees, the coldest ever
recorded,” Trump tweeted on
Monday. “In coming days, ex-
pected to get even colder. Pe-
ople can’t last outside even
for minutes. What the hell is
going on with Global Wa-
ming (sic)? Please come back
fast, we need vou!™ he added.
It follows a number of recent
tweets by the president expres-
sing disregard for global tem-

Edward Wong & Nicholas Casey

Washington: The Trump
administration imposed san-
ctions against Venezuela's
state-owned oil company on
Monday, seeking to cripple
the government of embatt-
led President Nicolas Madu-
ro by cutting off its main so-
urce of cash. The move mar-
ked the first punitive step by
the US to force Maduro to gi-
ve up power since the opposi-
tion leader, Juan Guaido, de-
clared himself interim pre-
sident last week.

The sanctions prohibit
most American businesses
from engaging in transac-
tions with the oil company,
Petroleos de Venezuela, SA,
or Pdvsa. Administration of
ficials said the financial pe-
nalties are expected to block
37 billion in assets and result
in $11 billion in export losses
over the next vear for Vene
zuela’s government.

In Caracas Maduro imme-
diately denounced the sanc-
tions as “unilateral, illegal,
immoral and eriminal®. “You
will have blood onvour hands,
President Trump,” Maduro
said. He said he had ordered
Pdvsa to pursue legal action
toretain its assets. nyr

Venezuela state oil firm

Venezuela's chief prosecutor said on Tuesday he had asked the
Supreme Court to open a preliminary investigation into self-
proclaimed interim president Juan Guaido (above), as well to freeze
the opposition leader's accounts and impose a travel ban on him

Hint to Maduro? ‘5,000 troops to
Colombia,’ reads Bolton notepad

cting defence secretary Pat Shanahan on Tuesday would not

ruleoutsending US military forces to Colombia or the region
in connection with the political upheavalin Venezuela. Shanahan
told reporters that he hasn't spoken to national security adviser
John Bolton about sending troops to Colombia. But he said he
wouldn't comment when asked if he had other conversations
about such a deployment plan orif he could rule itout. Bolton had
“5,000 troops to Colombia” written on a notepad he held during a
news conference on Monday announcing new sanctionson
Venezuela. The White House, when asked about the note, later
said in an email that“as the President has said, all options areon
the table.” Colombia, which shares a2,200-kilometre border with
Venezuela, is backing Juan Guaido. Asked about Bolton's note,
Shanahan joked, “l didn't bring a notepad today.” Colombia
foreign minister Carlos Holmes said his government does not
know the “importance and reason” for Bolton's note. ap
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Stephen Castle

London: Facing a seriesof cri-
tical votes in Parliament, PM
Theresa May on Tuesday rai-
sed the stakes by promising to
reopen Britain's withdrawal
agreement with the European
Union, putting her on a direct
collision course with the bloc.
May told her cabinet, ac-
cording to an official spokes-
man, that she would try to re-
negotiate parts of the 585-page
text, painstakingly negotiated
over more than two yvears, to
secure changes in theso-called
Irish backstop plan that aims
to ensure that goods cross the
[rish frontier without any cus-
toms checks. In doing so, May
vielded to the demands of
Brexit hard-liners in her Con-
servative Party who hate the
Irish backstop plan, which
they fear will tie Britain to the
bloc's trade rules indefinitely:
EU officials have repeated-
ly made clear that there is no
prospect of reopening the
withdrawal agreement, and
that at most they canofferonly
clarifications to reassure Bri-
tish lawmakers that the back-
stop will eventually disappear

Suman Kumari
becomes Pak’s
first Hindu
woman judge

Islamabad/Karachi: Suman
Kumari has become the first
Hindu woman to be appointed

as a civil judge in Muslim-ma-
: jority Pakistan. Suman, who

hails from Qambar-Shahdad-
kot in Sindh province, will ser-
ve in her native district.

She passed her LLB exami-
nation from Hyderabad and did
her masters in law from Kara-
chi’s Szabist University, “[ have
entered the field Jof law becau-
se [ know that in the backward
areas of Sindh poor people ne-
ed alot of advice Jand assistan-
ce in legal matters,” she said.
“My father and my family sup-
ported me a lot as in our com-
munity itis noteasy for women
toenter such fields,” she added.

Herfather, Dr Pawan Kumar
Bodan, wants his daughter to
provide free legal assistance to
the poor people specially from
the Hindu community. “Suman
has opted for a challenging pro-
fession, but lamsureshe will go
places through hard work and
honesty,” thefather said.

This is not the first time that
a person from the Hindu com-
munity has been appointed asa

judge. The first judge from the

community was Justice Rana
Bhagwandas, who served as the
acting chief justice of Pakistan
for brief periods between 2005

and 2007. Last year, Hindu wo-

man Mahesh KumarMalanibe-
came the first non-Muslim to be
elected on a general seat in the
National Assembly emi

leave Pak after SC
upholds acquittal

OmerFarooqKhan | Tnn

Islamabad: Aasia Bibi, the
Christian woman who spent
nearly a decade on death row
for a blasphemy accusation, is
free. The Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan on Tuesday dismissed a
review petition against its Oc-
tober 2018 verdict that had over-
turned the her conviction.

The blasphemy-related of-
fence carries mandatory de-

i ath penalty under Pakistani

law. A review petitionwasfiled
on November 1, 2018, by Qari
Muhammad Salam, a cleric
who had filed the alleged case

i against Bibi in 2009, reques-

ting the top court to reconsi-
der its decision. On Tuesday,
Chief Justice Asif Saeed Kho-
sa heading the threemember
benchof the SCsaid the review
petition “is dismissed on me-
rit". The petitioner'slawyer de-
manded that a larger bench
comprising Islamicscholarsbe
constituted to hear the peti-
tion. However the CJ rejected
the plea saying, “We are not he-
aringthecaseagain, thelawyer
was unable to point out asingle
error inthe judgment.”

The rejection of the peti-
tion has removed the last legal
hurdle in the years-long fake
blasphemy case and potential-
ly paved the way for Bibi to lea-
ve the country to join her fami-
ly in exile in Canada. The SC
had cleared Bibi of blasphemy
charges in October last yvear.
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Anti-Brexit demonstrators protest outside the Houses of Parliament

Nonetheless, faced with a
series of votes in Parliament
tonight on amendments to her
plan, May appears to be gamb-
ling thattheonly hopeof saving
her plan for Brexit, which was
rejected overwhelming by law-
makers this month, i1s to ask
the EU forsomething that it has
always said was impossible.

One of those amendments
would effectively rule out a
“no-deal” Brexit if May can-
not persuade lawmakers to
approve her plan by the end of
next month. The Labour Party

has put its weight behind the

~ Glitch lets iPhone = Russiaprobe:

measure, which May fears wo-
uld weaken her in negotia-
tions with the EU. Many law-
makers suspect that May is
simply trying to run down the
clock before bringing back a
version of her deal to Parlia-
ment, tweaked with only cos-
meticchanges, and presenting
it as the only alternative to an
economically damaging de-
parture without any deal.
After almost two vears of
negotiations over Brexit, Bri-
tain faces its biggest political
crisis in decades, with Parlia-

ment plainly opposed to May's

users listen in on

others via FaceTime

San Francisco: The iPhone
as an eavesdropping device?
Watch out, it can happen.

On Monday, Twitter and
other social networking sites
lit up with anxious Apple
usersafter newssitegtosShMac
reported on a strange glitch
in the company’s iPhones.
The issue: It turnsout thatan
iPhone user can call another
iIPhone user and listen in on
that person’s conversations
through the device's microp-
hone — even if the recipient
does not answer the call.

A videoposted at Twitter
account @wBmManskl sho-
wing how simple it is to take
advantage of the flaw and
listen in on an iPhone being
called using FaceTime —
the iPhone's internet-hased
voice and video calling fea-
ture — logged nearly two
million views and was sha-
red 14,000 times by evening.
When a phone number is di-
alledon FaceTime, the caller
can swipe up from the bot-
tom of the screenand tap an
option to add a person, ac-
cording to video demonstra-
tions. If a caller enters their
number as also being the ad-
ded caller, a group call be-
oins even though the person
being called has not answe-
red yet, The caller can then
eavesdrop on the person be-
ing called. I the recipient
hits the volume-down or vo-

Apple said it had disabled
Group FaceTime, the feature
that was causing the glitch

lume-up buttons during this
process, the caller could also
see alive video feed of the re-
cipient's front-facing iPho-
necamera. The problem was
theresultof a bug.

On Monday, Apple said it
had disabled Group FaceTi-
me, the feature that was cau-
sing the glitch. The glitch
has spurred warnings from
officials. New York governor
Andrew M Cuomo on Mon-
day urged FaceTime users to
temporarily disable the app.
“The FaceTime bug is an eg-
regious breach of privacy
that puts New Yorkers' at
risk,” he said. Apple has po-

sitioned itself as a protector :

of user privacy offering mo-
re secure devices than its ri-
vals. “We'reaware of this 1s-
sue and we have identified a
fix that will be released in a
software update later this
week,” Applesaid. asencies

r hardliners

plans but apparently unable to
find consensusonanalternati-
ve approach. The Boles-Coo-
per amendment is designed to
head thisoff by giving May un-
til theendof February to nego-
tiate in Brussels, revise her
plan and win approval for it
fromlawmakers, and ordering
her to trv to postpone Brexit if
she fails. May would be requi-
red to request an extension of
negotiations with the Europe-
an Union under Article 50 of
the bloc's treaty — something
that all member governments
would need to approve.

The amendment, drafted by
Nick Boles, a Conservative law-
maker, and Yvette Cooper, from
Labour, is important not just in
its substance but also how if
overturns vears of protocol by
eiving Parliament the power to
legislate to stop a disorderly,
possibly chaotic, British exit.

Analysts believe that the
vote will beclose: Some lawma-
kers from the opposition Labo-
ur Party are likely to reject the
measure, because they fear it
might anger Brexit-suppor-
ting voters whose support they
need, particularly in the Eng-
lish North and Midlands. wyr

Trump advisor
Stone pleads
not guilty

Washington: Roger Stone, a
longtime adviser and confidant

: of President Trump, pleaded

not guilty on Tuesday to felony
charges in the Russia investi-
gation slamming the probe as
politically motivated.

The political operative and
self-described dirty trickster
faces charges that he lied to
lawmakers, engaged in witness
tampering and obstructed a
congressional investigationin-
to possible coordination betwe-

i en Russia and Trump's presi-

dential campaign.

He was uncharacteristi-
cally quiet during Tuesday’s
court appearance, rising to
his feet to say, “Yes, Your Ho-
nor,” as US Magistrate Judge
Deborah Robinson asked if he
would agree to the conditions
of his release, including rest-
ricted travel. Stone attorney
Robert Buschel entered the
plea on hisclient’s behalf.

Stone, 66, made no public
statements as he arrived and
departed the courthouse.

Stone, who was arrested
last week at his Florida home,
is the sixth Trump aide char-
ged in special counsel Robert
Mueller'sinvestigation. Thein-
dictment does not accuse Stone
of coordinating with Russia or
with WikilL.eaks on the release
of hacked Democratic emails.
Butitdoesallegethat he misled
lawmakers about his pursuit of
those communications and in-
terest in them. ar
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England and Wales are on alert for heaviest snow of winter. The Met office has warned that by

Wednesday temperatures will plummet under clear skies, leading to widespread frost and icy roads

Woman spends
weekend stuck in
elevator, rescued

n employee of a New York

billionaire's family spent
the weekend stuck in the
elevator of the family's town-
house before she was rescued
on Monday, officials said. The
homeowners spent the wee-
kend away and discovered the
woman was trapped when
they arrived back home on
Monday, according to the New
York Times. The townhouse is
owned by Warren Stephens,
the head of the financial firm
Stephens Inc, who according
to Forbes is Stephens is worth
an estimated $2.6 billion. The
woman was stuck between the
2nd and 3rd floors. Frank
Thomas, a vice-president at

Stephens Inc, said the incident
was being investigated “and
appropriate measures will be
taken to ensure that somet-
hing like this never happens
again”™. The woman was in
good condition, Berke said.

Rush to collect free food
coupons kills 2 in Malaysia
A stampede in a Malaysian
market that killed two elderly
women as people rushed to
collect free food coupons will
be investigated by police, an
official said on Tuesday. Al-
most 1,000 people descended
on the indoor market in Kuala
Lumpur on Monday to get their
hands on 200 vouchers for a
buffet meal during next
month's Lunar New Year
festivities. Two women, aged
85 and 78, collapsed in the
crush. Attempts to resuscitate
them failed. Two other women

who fainted during the rush,
were revived. *We will in-
vestigate whether the organi-
sers had put in place safety
measures,” police chief Shaha-
ruddin Abdullah said.

911dispatcher helps boy
with his maths homework
A police dispatcher in Indiana
had to know her numbers when
a boy called 911 seeking help
with his homework. Antonia
Bundy answered the call from
the boy, who said he had “a bad
day at school”. It seemed the
boy had “tons of homewaork"
and was having trouble with
fractions. In the recording
Bundy can be heard helping the
child solve the equation: three-
fourths plus one-fourth. She
tells him to take out a piece of
paper to figure out the answer:
one. The bay then thanks her
and apologises for calling 911.




