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Death sentence sought for
5 in Khashoggi murder case

Saudi has not released names of the defendants; no date set for the next hearing

Pope criticises U.S.
bishops over scandal
VATICAN CITY

Pope Francis accused U.S.
bishops on Thursday of
failing to show unity in the
face of a sexual abuse crisis,
saying internal bickering had
to end. Inalong and highly
unusual letter sent to U.S.
bishops, the Pope said the
handling of the scandal
showed the urgent need for a
new approach to
management and mindset
within the Church. reuters

Russia charges U.S.
citizen with espionage
MOsScow

Russian prosecutors have
charged an American ex-
Marine detained in Moscow
last week with espionage, his
lawyer said on Thursday, the
latest in a series of rifts
between Moscow and
Washington. Paul Whelan,
who has denied the charges,
could face up to 20 yearsin
prison if found guilty. arp

Pak. scraps visa on
arrival for Afghans
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan on Thursday
scrapped the long-standing
facility of on-arrival visas for
Afghan nationals, authorities
said, citing security risks amid
a spike in terror attacks.
Citizens from 24 countries are
now issued 'on-arrival’ visas
in Pakistan. i

Yellow vest’ leader arrested

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
RIYADH

Saudi Arabia’s Attorney-Gen-
eral sought the death penal-
ty for five of 11 defendants
charged with the murder of
journalist Jamal Khashoggi
as their high-profile trial
opened in Riyadh on Thurs-
day.

All 11 accused were pre-
sent with their lawyers at the
first session of the trial, the
Attorney-General said in a
statement carried by the
country’s official Saudi Press
Agency (SPA).

Saudi Arabia had twice
submitted formal requests
for evidence from Turkey —
where Khashoggi was mur-
dered inside the kingdom’s
Istanbul consulate on Octob-
er 2 — but had received no
response, the statement ad-
ded. The names of the defen-
dants have not been official-
ly released. Five top officials
in Saudi Arabia — including
royal court insider Saud al-
Qahtani — were sacked over
the Khashoggi murder, but
there is no proof they are
among those charged.

‘Rogue operation’
Khashoggi was murdered in
what Riyadh called a

“rogue” operation, tipping
the kingdom into one of its
worst diplomatic crises. The
59-year-old Saudi insider-

Ly B =
Trial begins: It is unclear if top aides of Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, suspected to be behind the murder, are among those
charged. A poster with a picture of Jamal Khashoggi. =reuters

turned-critic was strangled
and his body cut into pieces
by a team of 15 Saudis sent to
Istanbul for the killing, ac-
cording to Turkish officials.
There have been reports that
his remains, which have nev-
er been found, were dis-
solved in acid.

The defence team on
Thursday requested a copy
of the chargesheet and a
time-frame within which to
review the charges. The pro-
secution agreed to both re-
quests, SPA said. No date has
been set for the next hear-
ing.

The Khashoggi murder
shocked the world at a time
when Saudi Arabia and its de
facto leader, Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman,
were pushing an aggressive

Eric Drouet’s detention criticised by Macron's opponents

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

One of the leaders of the
“yellow vest” anti-govern-
ment demonstrations was
detained by police in Paris
late on Wednesday for orga-
nising an unauthorised prot-
est, signalling a harder line
by the authorities against
the movement.

Eric Drouet — who already
faces a trial for carrying a
weapon at a previous protest
—was held while heading for
the Champs-Elysées, which
has been the scene of violent
clashes over the last month.

“It’s called respecting the
rule of law,” Economy Minis-
ter Bruno Le Maire said on
Thursday, as he defended
the arrest which drew criti-
cism from some leftist oppo-
nents of the government.

Eric Drouet. =arp

A few dozen demonstra-
tors had gathered outside a
McDonald’s restaurant near
France’s famous Arc de
Triomphe war monument
and had been waiting for Mr.
Drouet to arrive early on
Wednesday evening.

Call for demonstration
Mr. Drouet, a truck driver
who appears on television as

Russia blast toll rises to
38, with 3 still missing

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MOSCoOw

The number of dead from a
New Year’s Eve gas explo-
sion in a Russian apartment
block jumped to 38 on
Thursday as rescuers reco-
vered more bodies from the
rubble of the partially col-
lapsed building.

Russian news agencies
quoted the Emergencies Mi-
nistry as saying a 38th body

Lion Air ends
search for
black box

REUTERS
JAKARTA

Lion Air has ended its
search for the cockpit voice
recorder (CVR) from its
Boeing 737 MAX jet that
crashed into the Java Sea in
October, killing all 189 peo-
ple on board. However, In-
donesian investigators said
that they plan to launch
their own probe.

The main wreckage and
the CVR, one of two so-
called black boxes, were
not recovered in an initial
search. Lion Air said in De-
cember it was funding a 38
billion rupiah ($2.64 mil-
lion) search using the off-
shore supply ship MPV
Everest. The search using
the ship ended on Satur-
day, Danang Mandala, the
spokesman for Lion Air
Group, said.

had been recovered, leaving
three people unaccounted
for. Six people, including
two children, have been res-
cued at the site in the city of
Magnitogorsk but no survi-
vors have been found since
Tuesday when a 10-month-
old boy was retrieved.

The explosion tore
through the 10-storey build-
ing in the early hours of
Monday.

a spokesman for the “yellow
vests”, had called for the de-
monstration in a video post-
ed on his Facebook page.

Mr. Drouet, who was
filmed on Wednesday night
being forced into a police
vehicle by dozens of riot pol-
ice in protective gear, was
first arrested last month af-
ter he was found carrying a
wooden stick at a demon-
stration.

He faces trial on June 5 for
“carrying a prohibited cate-
gory D weapon”, a judicial
source said.

Radical leftist leader Jean-
Luc Mélenchon, a fierce crit-
ic of Mr. Macron, tweeted:
“Again Eric Drouet arrested,
why? Abuse of power. A pol-
iticised police targeting and
harassing the leaders of the
yellow vest movement.”

public relations campaign to
re-brand the kingdom as a
modern state. The U.S. has
slapped sanctions on 17 Sau-
dis in connection with the
Khashoggi murder. France
and Canada have also im-
posed sanctions on Saudis.

CIA’s conclusion

The U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency has reportedly con-
cluded that Prince Mo-
hammed very likely ordered
Khashoggi’s murder. A bipar-
tisan resolution approved by
the U.S. Senate last month
held the Crown Prince res-
ponsible for the killing. But
in November, the Saudi At-
torney-General ruled out
any involvement by the
young Crown Prince, whose
reformist credentials abroad

Trump could meet Kim again soon

We'll set that up in the not-too-distant future, says President on next meeting

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump
said on Wednesday that he
had received a “great” letter
from North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un and would
probably meet him again in
the not-too-distant future as
part of efforts to persuade
him to give up his nuclear
weapons.

Speaking to reporters, Mr.
Trump defended the stutter-
ing negotiations with Mr.
Kim, saying that if it had not
been for his administration
“youw’d be having a nice big
fat war in Asia.”

Mr. Trump said he had
watched coverage of Mr.
Kim’s New Year speech.
“They said that in Chairman
Kim’s speech, he really
wants to get together, he

Detained Canadians
- violated Chinese law’

REUTERS
BEIJING

China’s top prosecutor said
on Thursday that two Cana-
dians detained after Canada
arrested Huawei executive
Meng Wanzhou had “with-
out a doubt” violated the
law. Authorities in Beijing
had previously said the two
men, Michael Kovrig, a
former diplomat, and busi-
nessman Michael Spavor,

were suspected of endan-
gering state security.

“Without a doubt, these
two Canadian citizens in
China violated our country’s
laws and regulations, and
are currently undergoing in-
vestigation according to
procedure,” Zhang Jun, Chi-
na’s prosecutor general,
said. He said the investiga-
tion process had been han-
dled according to law.

Bangladesh Opposition
renews call for fresh vote

BNP members boycott swearing-in ceremony of MPs

REUTERS
DHAKA
Opposition members of Ban-
gladesh’s Parliament boycot-
ted a swearing-in ceremony
on Thursday, after rejecting
results of an election that
they said was rigged to give
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na her third straight term.
While newly elected
Members of Parliament from
the ruling bloc, including
Ms. Hasina, were sworn in,
the seven Opposition mem-
bers stayed away. “Why
should we take the oath
when we’ve rejected this
election?” Mirza Fakhrul Is-
lam, secretary general of the
main Opposition Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party, told
reporters. Mr. Islam is one of
the seven Opposition mem-

Activists of Bangladesh's Left alliance demonstrating in

Dhaka on Thursday to call for a fresh election. =reuters

bers who won a seat.

The Election Commission
has rejected an Opposition
call for a new vote, but des-
pite that, the alliance on
Thursday submitted a new
demand for a re-run of the
polls. On Thursday, New
York-based Human Rights

Watch said the run-up to the
vote was characterised by
“violence and intimidation
against the Opposition ...
and the misuse of laws to li-
mit free speech”. It called for
an independent and impar-
tial investigation of the accu-
sations of electoral abuses.

have been seriously tar-
nished by the murder.

The UN and human rights
groups have called for an in-
dependent investigation into
the killing.

“Given the possible invol-
vement of Saudi authorities
in Khashoggi’s murder and
the lack of independence of
Saudi Arabia’s criminal jus-
tice system, the impartiality
of any investigation and trial
would be in question,” Sa-
mah Hadid, a West Asia di-
rector at Amnesty Interna-
tional, said on Thursday.
“This is why a UN-led and in-
dependent investigation is
needed into the murder.”

It was unclear whether
Mr. Qahtani and Ahmad al-
Assiri, two senior aides to
Prince Mohammed initially
implicated in Khashoggi’s
murder, were among those
on trial. Saudi officials said in
November that Mr. Qahtani
— who has not spoken pu-
blicly since then — had been
banned from travel pending
the investigation but authori-
ties have refused to disclose
his whereabouts.

Ankara, which  has
pledged repeatedly to allow
nobody to escape justice in
the case, has sought the ex-
tradition of the suspects to
stand trial in Turkey. But its
requests have been repeat-
edly rebuffed by Riyadh.

“N. Korean envoy has gone
‘into hiding, sought asylun

Seoul says he escaped Italy’s diplomatic compound in Nov.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SEOUL

North Korea’s top diplomat
in Italy has sought asylum
and gone into hiding, Seoul
lawmakers told reporters af-
¢ ter a closed-door meeting
¢ with South Korean intelli-
¢ gence officials on Thursday.

: It would mark the latest
high-profile defection by a
senior North Korean envoy
since the Deputy Ambassa-
dor in London abandoned
his post in 2016.

“Acting Ambassador Jo
Song-gil’s term was ending
in late November last year
and he escaped the diplo-
matic compound in early
November” with his wife,
South Korean lawmaker Kim
Min-ki told reporters.

: Mr. Jo, 48, has been acting

¢ Ambassador in Rome since

¢ October 2017 after Italy ex-
pelled the then Ambassador
Mun Jong-nam in protest at a
North Korean nuclear test a
month earlier in violation of
UN resolutions.

Italy is an important di-

: plomatic mission for Pyon-

¢ gyang, as it handles relations

: with the Rome-headquar-

¢ tered UN Food and Agricul-
ture Organisation and North
Korea suffers from chronic
food shortages.

Another member of the
South Korean Parliament,
Lee Eun-jae, told reporters
that the country’s National

Historic handshake: U.S. President Donald Trump and North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un in Singapore in June 2018. =nyt

wants to denuclearise and a
lot of good things are hap-
pening,” Mr. Trump said.
“They really do want to do
something. Now, does that
mean it’s going to be done?
Who knows? A deal’s a deal,

you never know, but I tell
you, we’ve established a ve-
ry good relationship with
North Korea.”

“We’ll probably now have
another meeting. He’d like to
meet, I’d like to meet,” Mr.

of the diplomat, but did not
know Mr. Jo’s whereabouts,
adding that the replacement
had arrived in Rome.

The NIS briefing to law-
makers came after South Ko-
rea’s JoongAng Ilbo daily re-
ported that Mr. Jo had
sought asylum in an uniden-
tified Western country with
his family.

“He sought asylum early
last month,” JoongAng quot-
ed a diplomatic source in Se-

oul as saying.

Italian authorities were
“agonising” over what to do,
the official was cited as say-

Jo Song-gil, who has
reportedly sought asylumin
an unidentified country. =ap

Intelligence Service (NIS)
had confirmed that the en-
voy had sought asylum, but
did not appear to know his
whereabouts.

‘Italy has no knowledge’

A source close to the Italian
Foreign Ministry said on
Thursday that the country
had “no knowledge” of any
asylum request from Mr. Jo.
The source said the Ministry

ing, but added that they
were “protecting him in a
safe place”. Mr. Jo is “known
to be a son or son-in-law of
one of the highest-level offi-
cials in the North’s regime”,
JoongAng cited an unnamed
North Korea expert as
saying.

Most North Korean diplo-
mats serving overseas are
normally required to leave
several family members —
typically children — behind
in Pyongyang to prevent
their defection while work-
ing abroad.

Mr. Jo however came to
Rome in May 2015 with his
wife and children, suggest-
ing that he may be from a
privileged family, JoongAng
said, adding the reason for

his defection bid was still
unclear.

had simply received a re-
quest for the “replacement”

Ireland to
seek EU aid
over Brexit

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
DUBLIN

Trump said. “We’ll set that
up, we’ll be setting that up in
the not-too-distant future.”
Ireland will seek hundreds
of millions of euros in aid
from Brussels if Britain
crashes out of the EU with-
out a deal, the Agriculture
Minister was quoted on
Thursday as saying.
“You're looking at hun-
dreds of millions here,” Mi-
. chael Creed told The Irish
i Independent.
:  The emergency aid
: would aim to buttress sec-
¢ tors such as beef, dairy and
fishing — those most ex-
posed to customs and regu-
latory changes likely to ar-
ise if Britain severs all ties.
Nearly 80% of Irish expor-
ters deliver products to Bri-
tain, according to 2016 go-
i vernment figures.

On Syria pullout

Further, in a Cabinet meet-
ing on Wednesday, Mr.
Trump also said that the U.S.
will get out of Syria “over a
period of time” and would
protect the U.S.-backed Kur-
dish fighters in the country
as Washington draws down
troops. He said he had never
set a reported four-month ti-
metable for the withdrawal
of the 2,000 American
troops.

“We’re getting out and
we’re getting out smart,” Mr.
Trump said. “I never said 'm
getting out tomorrow.” He
declined to be specific about
how long troops would re-
main in Syria.
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h SMART CITY THIRUVANANTHAPURAM LIMITED

ﬁ SCTL CIN UT5302KL201T7SGCO502T
E-TENDER INVITED

Tenders are irvited for the projects - installation of Drinking Walker Kiosk

[RFP} at warious places in Thirvananthapuram.

4% E-Tender bd- 2015_SCTLT_258896_1

4-01-2019, 10AM

17-01-2019, 10 AM

4 Bid Submlsslen Start  18-01-2019, 10 AM

25-01-2019, 4 PM

25-01-2019, 12 Neon

Date snd Time of Opening Price Bid: To be intimatad Separately 1o Techalcaly

Qualifed Bidder by Email or Publication on the e-Procuement Websito

3144840,/ D3,/ 2019/ 18PR

MANGALURU SMART CITY LIMITED
sonuech TRt Ao elodos

M.G. Rosd, Laagh, Mangaluru- 575003, Dakshina Kannada, Karnataka
CIN: UT4599RAIHTPLCI0201D  Pho 0224 20BET21
Email i : smarcifymangalorufigmnad.com_Waheita: www.mangalorecitgmre.gov.in

=& HITES

(i 100% Subsidiary of HLL Lifecare Ltd., a Gowt. of India Enterprise)
B-14 A, Sector-62, Noida-201 307, Uttar Pradesh
HITES/PCOVCERMEDIARFPI2018-15 Dated 02.01. 2018
HITES invites Expression of nferast (EQI) and Request for Praposal (RFP) from
feepisbend Fimd indivicials inleresled lowork wilh HLL Infra Tech Serdces Limted as
8 ponsullart for assisting HITES in estabishmant of Gecondary Lavel Medical
Ianagament Centres For Treating Chemical, Biological, Radialogical and Nugiaar
(CERMN) Casualies on umbay basis, Interasied Firma! indhiduals may afiend (he
Pro=tendar mesling for (his EQI & RFP fo be held al abave menlioned address on
OF-04-2010 st 19:00 AM. For defails. log on to wwwlifecarshllcom or
www_hithites.com. Any corgerdumiamendments (o s EO8 shall be published in

tha aborvewebiste anly 00, HLL Infra Tech Services Lid

INDIA GOVERNMENT MINT, HYDERABAD
(A Unit of Security Printing & Minting Comperation of ida Lid,, New Deihi}
[¥éholly oemed by Goer. of Indis, Minisiry of Financel
CIN: UZ231 3DL 200601 148TES
FEMNoA0, HEL Post
D4 PHASE B

[40-2T200620

Telaphme

13 (el-2 7262051
el i wdersbadEapencilearm GHERLAPALLY, AR Dist
wabsilec hilpfigmbydecabad spmel. com Hyoiorabao-500051. KO

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

Sealed guotations are invited for following tendears:

(1) Supply of One Coin Destruction Machine (Tender No.
BO00012148).

(2) Supply of Opto Digital Mecroscope (Tender No 600001 2283).

For turther detalls inerested bidders may wislt the Mint website
http:figmhyderabad.apmeil.com and may downlead the tender
document from 04.01 2019 onvards, Further 8 any amendmaent |
Caorrigendum to these tendars will notified on the abowve website anby,

Sd/-
GENERAL MANAGER

Fef No: MSCLTECH/CRMS18-12704 Date: 01-01-2018

Madel Competition for Smart Bus Shelter

Aa you ana awere Mangalung Smeet Cily Limiled i being imglemanied
under Smard Cilies Mssion of Minisiry of Uiran Developmant,
Giowamment of India. Smert Bes Shalier and E tollats (s one of the
project undertaken in Smad  City Mission. On their behalf M3CL is
organizing & Modal Compatition of Innovative Smar Bus Sheltar
design. The confest a open for all cilizens including Enginesring
cobeges and Architacts
The propesed model should ncliede Elevabion. Flan and 3D
Elevadions aof Bus shellers considerng al wealher conditons of
Mangaluni,
The Winnars will e rewarded with a cash przs of
s 1"Prize = R, 10,0000

2% Prea=Rs, 5,000~

37 Prize= Ra. 3000
Along with a cafficate, the selectsd plans may be rscommended ba
inclucks as apartar a whalka,
For further information visit Mangaiun Sman City Limited office located
on MGC buiiding, #ndficor, &G, Aoad, Lalbhag, Mangalur-STE003,
Contect Mo 0824-298632, emaild:smaricitymangelunsilgmall.com

DIPRWMG AKAR LHE1E-19 dil30s 20108 Sdi-, Managing Director

ORPORATION LIMITED

iRaichur Thermal Power Station)
GHN: U541 0KAT9TOSGC001942
TENDER NOTIFICATION
[T Covar System){Through a-procurement Partal onby}
Hoe KPCL2018-10/FSWORK_INDENTS080 Date: 26.12.2018
Tendar through &-procwremant portal mode are invited from tha
contractors/agencies who are repubed individualsCompany
and hawing past experence in the work namely, "Operation
and Maintemance of Chlorine Dioxide genearator for
generaling and dosing of chlorine dioxide at CWPH
forebay-1, 2 3 & 4 dally at a required gquantity to maintain a
residual leved of 0.05-0.1ppm for a pericd of one year at
RTPS". The bids will be received through e-procerement
portal mode anly. The kast date for subméssion of tender: On or
before 28.01.2019 at 16.00 hrs. Date & timae of openng of
Pari-l (Technical bid) of tender: 31.01.2013 186:30 hrs, Dale &
Hme of opening of Parl-l (Price bid) © 02.02,2019 16:30 hrs.
EMD {Compulsoryl: Rse. 1,51,000/- throwgh e-procurement
partal, The detailed notfication reganding subject enguiny in the
e-procurement process can be abtained by lagging on bo GOK
e-Frocurament portal website: hilps:leproc kamsataka.govin
Further details can be had from the Office of the Deputy
General Manager (Chem), KPCL, RTPS, Shaktinagar-
584 170. Ralchwr Districl.
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