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Consumers may Profit from
Simplified GST Plaint Form

ANIREAN BORA
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New Delhi: India wants tomake it
easier for consumers to complain

Lot of unwanted information is

sought from consumer making it

difficult for him to fill it

SUSHIL MODI,
GST Council
Member

EL

A form that's easierto fill will al-
low more consumers to bring in-
stances where benefits have not
been passed on to the attention of

for Internal Use
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her reply tothe Lok Sabha debate on
the Rafale jet deal, accusing the main
Oppaosition of dealing through mid-

dlemen in defence deals and stalling

said officials with knowledge of
the matter:

The current format requires
consumers to fill in details such

menclature (HSN) code of an
item, maximum retail price, tax
rate, preand post-reduction price,
all of which requires the guidan-

“You need a professional to fill
the form,” said Bihar deputy chi-
ef minister Sushil Modi and a
member of the GST Council.”*Lot

items including movie tickets, ca-
meras, TV screens and monitors.

Boost for Anti-profiteering System »» 6

Mumbai: Several top corpora-
tes and banks are experimen-
ting with virtual currency as a
more transparent treasury ma-
nagement tool for optimal utili-
sationof working capital, settle-

Many cos want to introduce
blockchain-based cryptocurrencies
even for record building

If pilots are successful, cos may
extend the scope of internal

this contractin the interest of the - = = ment among subsidiaries and cryptocurrency to broad-based
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= i wille Delng cantious about re-

that unlike Bofors, the Rafaledeal is sulatory compHance.

not a scam and would win PM Na-
rendra Modi another term. »» 2

India, US Plan Joint
Secy-level Meetin

Delhi Next Week

India and the United States
% are planning to hold a mini

Loan waivers may be the flavour of the season, but evidence suggests they do not address the underlying malaise - low or
declining farm income. Fixing this is difficult because of political reasons and lack of resources. ET looks at possible solutions...

LONG-TERM GOAL: GET PEOPLE OUT OF FARMING

FAR TOO MANY INDIANS ARE TRYING TO LIVE OFF THE LAND

% people employed
in agriculture

IMMEDIATE HELP

UNIVERSAL
BASIC INCOME

Some monthiy
income will prevent £
distress selling
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INTERIM SOLUTION: IMPROVETHE FARMECOSYSTEM

DEEPEN AND BROADEN MSP SYSTEM
TO ENSURE FAIR PRICES AT HARVEST

Kharif 2017-18 procurement in
eight key producing states

% of total produce

Even as bitcoin loses sheen, so-
me companies and banks are lo-
okingtousedigital currency for
their internal operations based
on blockchain technology, said

people with direct knowledge of

thematter: They said Hindustan
Unilever Ltd (HUL), Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL), HDFC
Bank and ABG Shipvard are
among those running such pi-
lots for internal treasury mana-

ABG Shipvard didn’t respond
to queries.

“The cryptocurrency would
only be used by the companies
and banks internally” said cne
of the persons cited above. “It
will mainly be effective as a wor-
king capital management tool,
where rather than actually
transterring money, cryptocur-
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World Bank king to bolster digital capabi-

logue between the foreign ministers
and defence ministers of the two coun-
tries in September last year, reports

lities. RIL, HDFC Bank and

NO PLANS TO STOP PRINTING
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GREATER PUSH TO FOOD

. MORE JOBSIN
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The Supreme Court on Friday sought respanses im'm EE 5 gthpMSME i § p  production being stopped. "We have more than adegquate
from Bharti Airtel and the telecom department on * ‘- : notes of ¥2,000 inthe system with over 35% of notes by

acontempt pleafiled by agroup of Aircel emplo-
yees, who accused the two parties of failing to
release ¥453 crore to the debt-laden telco despi-
te an earlier apex court order. The SC also upheld
anearlier verdict according to which the bank
guaranteesof the same amount stood cancelled,

employability

‘Make in India’

dispersal
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focus on
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value in circulation being of #2,000,” economic affairs
secretary Subhash Chandra Garg said ina tweet. »» 11

APPS TAP THE ENTERPRISE ROUTE

said lawyers present in the courtroom. This ACCESS TO farmers to sell produce freely o
means Airtel may now have topay cashtoAircel. Eﬂ;SUMEHE‘ Greater use of technology to a I o m m u e
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These Workplaces Let You Grin and Beer It

HIP & CHEAP Growing number of millennials working out of pubs and restaurants, in off hours, instead of traditional workspaces

Anjali.venugopalan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: As Akshay Vats, 25,
sitshunched over his laptop at his
workplace in Connaught Place,
music plays softly and the barten-
derpolishes a beermug close by

A campaign manager for a Syd-
ney-based digital marketing firm,
Vatsisamonga growing number of
professionals who are opting for
hip vet low-cost optionssuch as
pubsand restaurants instead of
traditional workspaces.

Forz20%aday; including 2200 that
can be redeemed on food and be-
verage, he hasaccesstomore than
B0 restaurants, cafes and pubs in the
city through a subscription with
startup MyH&, which has tie-ups
with bars and cafes and turns them
into co-working spacesduringthe

day MyInstapass, another Delhi-
basedstartup, offers asimilar
service and has tied up with around
20 establishments.

With growing demand from most-
Iy millennials working for startups
orsmall and medium enterprises,
more than 13 million people are

forecast to operate out of co-wor-
Kingspaces in India by 2020, accor-
ding toa projection by professional
services firm JLL India last year.
Real estate services firm Knight
Frank separately projected a three-
fold jump inco-working spaces in
India in three years by 2021.

Restaurants are increasingly
warming up tothe concept because
it allows them to monetise unused
realestate, said MyHQ co-founder
Vinavak Agrawal.

A case in point isthe Qahwa cafe
in south Delhi's SDA Market
which, according to owner Shikha

[lustration: ANIRBAN BORA

Pahwa, has seen a 20% increase in
footfall during lean hours, “Reve-
nue hasn't increased much, but
some business 18 still better than no
business,” she said.

Pebble Street restaurant in Con-
naught Place in the heart of the
Capital hasalsoseen asmall in-
crease inrevenue, “Co-workers
have added #20,000-25,000 a month
torevenue,” said general manager
Dhruv Khattar. “Moreover, not
having the restaurant empty gives
off a different vibe.”

While Vatsreferred to the “cool
factor” of workingoutof apub,
along with anice ambience minus
the noise, others spoke about the
convenience of usual office facilities
such as printers that are being made
availablein co-workingspaces, as
well as subsidised food on offer;

Users Must Wrap up Work by 6.30pm »» 11

use the time tomake calls or re-
ad,” sald Wadha, adding that
he met his fiancee on a Shuttl
bus two vears ago. Drive aro-
und the I'T parks in Bengaluru
or Puneandyou're boundtoco-
me across a Routematic-bran-
ded caboraShutt] bus.,

*Shuttl is the organised and
much-improved version of
chartered busservices. [tisbu-
ilton technology and data-the
routes, pickup points and time
slots are designed on the basis
of customer feedback and the
discoverability of these routes
is solved through the consu-
.

Shutt]l also has a sound aut-
hentication system, home
check and ride-sharing featu-
res, which make it the safest
way to move within the city,
Singh said, adding that all this
makes up for better consumer
experience and shifts people
from cars.

Gurgaon-based Shuttl opera-
tes in eight cities in the consu-
mer and enterprise segments
and does 60,000 rides a day. It rai-
sed 811 million from Amazon
and Dentsu Ventures in July.
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28 M MONTHLY ORDER RUN RATE AS OF DECEMBER
Zomato Sees Surge in Orders

i

Restaurant discovery and food delivery firm
Zomatoclaimed thatit has achieved a 28 million
monthlyorder runrate as of December 2018, a
significant bump-up from previously disclosed 21
million monthly run rate in October, reports
sanghamitraKar Purkayastha. »» 6




