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Diagnostic centres mushroom, but
most are laboratories of neglect

Untrained Staff Running Many Centres Flouting Norms, Safety Protocols

DurgeshMNandanJha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: There are hund-
reds of pathological laborato-
ries in Delhi but no law to regu-
late them. Duetothis, malprac-
tices in running of these
crucial healthcare establish-
ments go largely unchecked.
Delhi government has 1ssu-
eda public notice recently, with
reference to a health ministry
notification on minimum stan-
dardsfor medical diagnosticla-
boratories, and directed the
owners of all pathological
labs to display a signage in the-
ir premises regarding the
category: basic composite, me-
dium and advanced path labs.
“The report of basic com-
posite laboratory whenever
the interpretation of medical
report is required, is to be
sismed by a doctor having
minimum MBBS degree and
the reports of which contain
only numerical value or result
of the test or technical analy-
sis of samples, then signing

of thereport by MBBS doctors
may not be essential,” the
public notice says.

It adds that reports of me-
dium and advanced categories
can be signed by doctors ha-
vinga PG degreeor PhD in pat-
hology, microbiology, bioche-
mistry and laboratory medici-
ne. If the reports provided by a
path lab is not signed in accor-
dance with the aforementio-
ned directions, the notice say's,

Power stir: LG |
brings ESMA
for 6 months

Tisaes News NeTwonRk

New Delhi: Following the dis-
coms’ plea to imvoke Essential
Services Management Act (ES-
MMA) in the wake of an all-India
strike being planned by electri-
city unions, lisutenant gover-
nor Anil Baijal issued an urgent
order prohibiting strike/agita-
tion by power company employ-
ees in Delhi for six months in
larger public interest.

According to Tata Power
Dethi and BSES discoms, any
suchstrikewould have crippled
life in Delhi.
that the necessary provisions
under ESMA may be invoked
well before January 8 to prohi-
bitstrikeswhichmaylead tothe
total disruption of essential ser-
vices in Delhi,” they wrote to
the government.

The employees have plan-
ned aone-day strike on January
Sor9tojoin anationwide strike
called by central trade unions
on one of these days.

It is unclear how many dis-
com employees were expected
to take part in the strike, but a
source said employees across
the power sectorwould have sta-
ved off work. Trade unions ha-
ve a list of 12 demands, ranging

price rise to pensions, is pegged
as one of the biggest the count-
ry has seen in the last few vears.

DIAGNOSING THE PROBLEMS WITH THESE LABS

No. of diagnostic la hs anr;l
sample collection centres

PATH LABS

across NCR No trained staff | Many path | Lack of quality
Over 1.00O L h, labsin Delhi are being run equipment | Many

VEr 4, LT by technicians. Pathologists | labs use old and
» There is no legal NTV:TRE 2re on the rolls only for uncalibrated
provision toregister, \PheihieLrF namesake. In some cases, equipment é/
monitor or act against the same pathologist is resulting in
those violating norms registered with multiple labs | erroneous reports

SAMPLE COLLECTIONS CENTRES

Lack of space | Most Improper storage | Few Improper transportation

collection centres do not
even have proper sitting
space. Some of them near
AlIMS, Deen Dayal Upadhyay
hospital and GTB hospital,
for example, are run from
rooms as big as a paan shop

| The samples—blood,
urine and faeces—need
to be transported in
colour-coded specialised
containers with correct
preservatives. Most
centres don't follow it

collection centres have
facilities for refrigeration,
reagents and supplies,
maintenance of patient
records and water purification.
This can lead to defilement

of the sample

“It is imperative
: ty'svalues.”

JNU attendance policy

Tines News NeTwoRrk

: New Delhi: In a report relea-
: sed by Members of Parlia-
: ment on Friday, Jawaharlal
: Nehru University Teachers
1 Association (JNUTA) initia-
: ted a fresh attack against the
: JNU administration for its
: implementation of the com-
: pulsory attendance system by
: claiming that in their survey
: of teachers from 75 universiti-
: s of 21 countries, they found
: their attendance policy to be

“antithetical to the universi-

JNUTA stated that the JNU

: administration, “without any
: consultation with the statuto-
: 1y bodies of the university, uni-
: laterally imposed a new rule
: for daily attendance for the fa-
: culty, starting with daily sig-
: ning of an attendance register
: held by the school/centre offi-
: ce There are plans to soon re-
: place the registers with biomet-
: ric devices for attendance that
: are currently being installed
: across the university™

This, they say, was never a

: part of theagenda of the 146th
: (A) Meeting of the academic
: council held on July 13.

from minimum pay to curbing :
: sincethen been coercingall fa-
¢ culty members to accept this
: system of control and surveil-

“The administration has

‘'worst among 21 countries’

Prof gets Infosys honour, but says leave
to receive award rejected by VC

Bengaluru: Kavita Singh, professor and dean at JNU's School of Arts
and Aesthetics, whois one of the six recipients of the Infosys Science
Foundation Awards 2018, was introduced by Nobel laureate Amartya
Sen as someone whosework is known across the world.

Butafter collecting the award, Singh said, "I mustthank, among
others, my university, but things are changing at JNU. They are
comically bad. After | arrived today, | got an email that my leave
application to come here has been rejected by the vice-chancellor.
So, I'm hereillegitimately.”

Singh was awarded the Infosys Prize in humanities for her work
on Mughal, Rajput and Deccan art, as well as her “insightful writing
on the historical function and role of museums™.

Interested in the politics of museums, ‘No Touching, No
Spitting, No Praying: The Museum in South Asia’ is among Singh's
noted works. T

: New Delhi:
! Nehru University Students’ :
¢ Union, in an RTI query, has !
: found that the administra- :
: tion spent nearly Rs 13 lakh
¢ tohostspiritualleaders. The :
¢ union alleged that while the :
¢ administration has not up- |
¢ dated or provided facilities :
: for visually challenged stu- |
: dents citing lack of funds, :
: they had spent nearly Rs
: 87,000 alone on flight tickets :
: foronesuch leader. :
JNUSU has called for a
: two-day strikeon January 8
¢ to 9 against the “financial |
: corruption.” ma :

citizens can complaint either
to the state health secretary or

the DelhiMedical Council.

Out of nearly 1,000 diagnos-

ticlabsin NCR, only about10%

are accredited with the Natio- :
nal Accreditation Board for :
Testing and Calibration Labo-
ratories(NABL). It means that

they have undergone third-

party assessment for availabi-

lity of gqualified manpower,

proper equipment and storage

facilities, among others.

Doctors say many collec- :
tion centres are run by untrai- :
ned staff without knowledge :
of the protocols to be followed :
for storage and transportation :

of the samples, which can af-

fect results and thus the deci- :
sion-making ability of thetre- :
ating doctor. Many labs have
their collection centres that :
are run from rooms as big as :
a paan shop and without :
proper facilities for refrigera- :
tion, reagents and supplies

and water purification.

Though the Centre has

passed the Clinical Establish-

ment Act, a law that sought to

regulate hospitals and labs,

Delhi is yet to implement it. So- :
urces said the state govern- :
ment is planning to introduce
— the Delhi :
Health Bill — to regulate city's :
hospitals and labs. “Health mi-
Satyendar Jain has
already approved the Bill, :
which will be presented before :
the cabinet soon for further :

a separate law

nister

approval,” said asource.

Univ spent Z13L
on babas: JNUSU

Jawaharlal

IN COLD CITY, SUPPORT SYSTEMS FAILING THEM

Among homeless, over IL
have mental health issues

Pankhun.Yadav
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Say the word ‘ho-
meless’ and the image that
crops up is of an impoveris-
hed and unemploved person.
But experts at a national se-
minar observed on Saturday
that mentally ill people, even
those from affluent families,
are as likely to be homeless,
Delhi itself has overone lakh
mentally il people living
on the streets and the num-
ber across the country is
only rising.

MNimesh Desal, directorof
Institute of Human Behavio-
ur and Allied Seience, joint
organiser of the seminar on
homelessness, pointed out
that homelessness among
the mentally ill is growing
significantly and is a major
concern that needs to be add-
ressed guickly:

The two-day seminar was
organised at India Interna-
tional Centre by IHBAS
along with the National Le-
gal Services Authority, Delhi
otate Legal Services Autho-
rity, Indian Psychiatric Soci-
ety and the State Mental He-
alth Authority.

Citing case studies, doe-
tors, psyvchiatrists and bu-
reaucrats said that homeless
people suffer poor nutrition,
substance abuse and higher
exposure to violence like
robberies and beatings.

Justice A K Sikri, who
was also in attendance, ad-
ded, “It is no longer just a he-
althissuenow. Itisanissueof
their human rights. The ho-
meless have the right to live
like any other person but are
not getting an environment
suitable for their life.”

Justice Sikri's comments
came two days after a Supre-
me Court bench observed
that chaining people suffe-
ring from mental illness was
violative of their rights un-
der Article 21 of the Consti-
tution.

Delhi health minister Sa-
tvendar Jain felt that mo-
dern lifestyvles were leading
to mental setbacks, “Thema-
jor issue in the growth of
mental disorder 1s greed and
that is the area where we ne-
ed to work on,” Jain said. He
also attributed the increase
in psychological problems to

“ It is no longer just
a health issue now. It is
an issue of their human
rights. The homeless
have the right to live

like any other person but
are not getting an
environment suitable
for their life

JUSTICE AK SIKRI
Supreme Court judge

people spending an inordi-
nate amount of theirtimeon
social medial instead of in-
teracting with each other in
person.

The speakers emphasi-
sed that the homeless in citi-
esnot only lost their identity,
but also community support,
living in a state of anonymi-
ty. Though the homeless
contributed to the unorgani-
sed labour economy, society
was loath toaccept them and
many of the homeless are

even disconnected from the-
ir families. One official said
that once theelders ina fami-
ly — from all classes of socie-
ty — transferred the proper-
ty to their children, they we-
reoften thrown out of the ho-
use. Forced to live on the
streets, they frequently end
up as mental wrecks.

Not surprisingly, afifth of
the homeless are estimated
to be suffering from severe
mental illnesses, such as
schizophrenia.

Many have a history of
priorhospitalisation for psy-
chiatrist conditions, often
coupled with one or more
physical problems, psychiat-
rists said.

According to a survey,
mental health contributes to
8% of theglobal burdenof di-
sease, and over15% of adults
in developing countries are
believed to suffer from men-
tal illness.

This perpetuates a vicio-
us cyele in which the stress
of homelessness.

HELPING HAND NOT REACHING

COMMON AILMENTS

» Schizophrenia

» Bipolar affective disorder
» Substance abuse disorder

» Obsessive compulsive
disorder

Delhi has over 1 lakh
people with mental health
disorders living on

the streets

Mobile mental health unit has been there for homeless
people since 2011. But according to data released by
IHBAS in 2018, so far it has attended to or has been able
to help more men than women

People VY cases reported |0
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HOW TO REHABILITATE
THEM?

» The rehab home should
not become a dumping
ground for the homeless

» These homes should be
self-sufficient in terms of day-
to-day operations like cooking,
cleaning, washing, etc

» They must be reintegrated
with society

lance by denial of processing
of any papers, including those
related to leave, medical cove-
rage, fellowships, conferences,
and administration of rese
arch projects.”

The teachers’ association
stated that they had written se-
veral letters to the JNU admi-
nistration, asking foranexpla-
nation about the academic lo-
gic behind such an exercise in
a university that is recognised
for its research, teaching and
learning environment.

To prove that the policy is
wrong, JNUTA, through its
members, contacted teachers
working in universities/ insti-

tutions of higher learning to
document the practices of aca-
demic accountability of facul-
vy members working in uni-
versity systems across the
world. JNUTA got responses
from teachers working in 75
highly ranked universities
spread across 21 countries, “Al-
mast all teachers who respon-
ded to our survey expressed
shock and outrage at the new
attendance policy instituted
by the JNU administration
and found the policy to be anti-
thetical to the idea of a univer-
sity and fostering good tea-
ching and research,” stated
JNUTA.

Corpn plans mobile schools o
teach kids of migrant labourers

Paras.Singh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: South Delhi Mu-
nicipal Corporation educa-
tion committee plans to run
mobile schools/créches to
educate children of migrant
labourers.

Primary schools of all
three civic bodies have been
witnessing alarming levels of
drop-out rates, and the corpo-
rations have constantly argu-
ed that migration of parents
in one of the major reasons
behind the figures.

Nandini Sharma, chair-
personof the committee, said
these schools would run un-
der Sarv Shiksha Abihivan
and exclusively focus on large
construction sites where ma-
ny labourers are employed.
“The construction activity
goes on for several years on
many large projects. The

MNo. of students in 581 SDMC schools

How eclucatlnn wnll rear:h them CONSTANT FREE FALL

» 3-munth El‘ﬂﬁh course on
reading, writing and basic
arithmetic to be offered

» Sites where cosntruction
will go on for at least 6
months will be selected

,ﬂ,g
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> schemetobe i 5.1 ISR
in coordination with 015:16 2,76,901
Sarv Shiksha Abhiyan 2014-15 293,436
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Migration of labourers
cited as a key factor behind
the drop in enrolment rates

children remain in the vicini-
ty depriving them of educa-
tion,” Sharma said.

The civic body plans to li-
mit its expenditureonthe pro-
ject by bringing it under the
ambit of Sarv Shiksha Abhiy-
an. “We will get the staff un-
der this mission, while the ex-
penditure will be limited to
buses and drivers. This little
step will help in educating
and saving the future of thou-
sandsof kids,” sheadded.

As per the proposal moo-
ted in the budget, only those

sites would be selected which
have construction period of
four tosix months.

The three-month crash co-
urses would be provided un-
der ‘3R’ scheme — basic rea-
ding, writing and arithmetic.
“Many of these children have
dropped out form one school
or the other At the end of
three months, we want them
to have some basic knowledge
of reading, writing and
arithmetic, which will serve
as basic life skills for them,”
Sharma said.

The committee has propo-
sed that a new head of acco-
unt be made in the budget,
which is estimated to be fina-
lised by January-end in the
house of councillors, this ve-
ar to incorporate this “scho-
ols at construction site” pro-
ject. Sharma has recommen-

ded Rs 1 crore be reserved for

the projectin the nextfinanci-
al year.

Corporation also plans to
double the existing fleet of
mobile health vans form two
to four. These vans would be

purchased under the school he-
alth scheme. Since most of the
students in municipal primary
schools come for economically
disadvantaged backgrounds,
another proposal to provide ba-
sic sanitation goods has also be-
enapproved.

“Many of our childrenfall ill
due to lack of basic amenities. [
have proposed a new head of ac-
count to provide hand driers, 1i-
quid soaps, napkins, hair brus-
hesforlice, sanitary napkin ven-
ding machines at our schools,”
Sharmasaid.
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Admission Scholarships on Tuition Fees for AY 2019-20

Scholarship | 100% | 50% 30% | 20% | 10%

CAT or XAT Percentile | 20+ | 85-90 80-85 75-80 70-75 el

GMAT score | 720+ | 700 -T719 630 - 699 | 600 - 647 | 550 - 599 =
 GRE score 329+ | 326-328 320-325 | 315-319 | 306-314 o

MAT Percentile 99+ | 95-99 | 90-95 | 85-90 | 80-85 .

NMAT Percentile 5+ 90 - 95 85-90 80 - 85 75 -80 E"[:

Selection based an

Eligibility

Valid Scores in CAT/GMAT/
GRE/ MAT*/NMAT/XAT followed
by Personal Interview

Any undergraduate degree with a
minimum aggregate score of 50% and
minimum duration of 3 years from a
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