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' As per available information,
over 30,000 non-Muslims from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan are staying in India on

long-term visa
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ASSAM POLITICS

Mahanta
Dares BJP
Govtto Go for
Fresh Polls

Bikash.Singh®@timesgroup.com

Guwahati:Former Assam chief
minister and Asom Gana
Parishad (AGP) leader Prafulla
Kumar Mahanta challenged the
state government to seek a firesh
mandate after the Union Cabinet
approved a bill to grant citizen-
ship to certain minority commu-
nity migrants from neighbouring
countries.

Mahanta said on Tuesday that
the mandate in the 2016 state as-
sembly election went in favour of
the pre-poll alliance of the BJP,
AGP and Bodoland People’s Front
(BPF) and now that the AGP has
walked out, the government must

seelk a fresh man-
date.

Mahanta, who led
the siX-vear, anti-
foreigner move-
ment that led to the

2016vote Signing of the
wasforthe Assam Accord in
allianceof  1985,said, “The gov-
BJP, AGP ernment has never
and BPFsg DPeen able to state
govtmust the number of per-
sopkafresh Secuted Hindus
mandate staying here. Will

the government
take the Hindus coming from
Bangladesh and settle them in
Gujarat and Rajasthan™

The AGP quit the alliance on
Monday after the BJP-led Central
government went ahead with the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill,
2016, which seeks to give Indian
citizenship to Hindu, Buddhist,
Jain, Christian, Parsi and Sikh
migrants from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh.

“I dare the government to seek a
fresh mandate - the 2016 massive
mandate was for the alliance, not
the BJE" Mahanta said. The three
parties together won 86 of the
state’s 126 assembly seats.

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: The Lok Sabha on
Tuesday passed the Citizenship
{Amendment) Bill 2018 that seeks to
give Indian citizenship tominorities
— Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains,
Parsis and Christians - from
Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh with Union home minis-
ter Rajnath Singh making an open
assurance to the agitated people of
Assam that their cultural, linguistic,
economic and social identities will be
fully protectedand that the burden of
accommodating these refugees will
be shared by the whole nation, not
just Assam.

Opposition parties, including
Congress and Trinamool Congress,
staged a walkout after the govern-
mentrejected their demands for send-
ing the Bill - which has been pro-
cessed by a Joint Parliamentary
Committee - to another
Parliamentary committee, The gov-
ernment will now seek to get the Bill
pass the Rajva Sabha on Wednesday
to complete the process of legislative
framework,

Replyving to the debate, Rajnath
Singh took special care to frv and as-
suage the feelings of the Assam ,
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Rajnath Singh Steers Bill

The Liaguat-Nehru Pact and
Indira Gandhi-Mujibur Rahman
Pact had assured full protection
to minorities of Pakistan and
Bangladesh, but failed todo so
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; The bill is ‘divisive’ and will

cause fires in the northeast,

including Assam. Withdraw
it. If you can’t do it, reconsti-

tute the committee

We want the minorities of other 1 happened
countries should remain in their s
countries peacefully, but unfortu- E . RAJNATH
nately that is not happening o SINGH
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Bangladesh is providing security to minorities to the extent that it can...
but due to some elements minorities in Bangladesh are being persecuted

REMINDER FOR CONGRESS
Manmohan
Singh, too, had
urged India to
take a lenient view on
the migrants from the
neighbouring nations,
says Union home min

i

“Whatever isbeingdone isbeingdone
while keeping in mind the interests
of Assam and the nation. We have
taken steps with regards to Class 6. |
want to say that due to Citizenship
Bill, it is being said that the burden
will fall on Assam. But the burden
will beshared by theentire nation. We
will stand with the people of Assam,
and will help the State in whatever
waytheyneed”,

Singh tried to blame the root of the
refugee exodus tothe “religion-based
partitionof India”.

SLOGANS OUTSIDE HOUSES OF MANY BJP MLAS

Bandh Hits Normal Life in Seven Northeast States

Bikash.Singh@timesgroup.com

Guwahati: As a mark of protest
families of Assam agitation mar-
tvrs has decided to return the me-
mentoand citation given by BJP led
government while Assam finance
minister, Himanta Biswa Sarma
said if working for indigenous peo-
pleresults in setting ablaze of BJP's
office and our houses , we are ready
tofaceit.

The 11 hourbandh called by North
East Students’ Organization
(NESO) on Tuesday evoked almost
total response across the seven
states of Northeast India.

While six supporters of Tripura
Students Federation (TSF) were in-

jured in Tripura when police re-
stored to firing, bandh supporters
set ransacked and set ablaze BJP of-
fice in Dibrugarh and Golaghat.
Bandh supporters shouted slogans
outside the house of BJP MLAs and
pelted stones.

Government of Assam paid trib-
ute to 860 martvrs of Assam
Movement in a ‘Shradhanjali
Anusthan’ inaceremony organized
on December 10, 2016. Families of
the martyrs were honoured with
mementosand ex-gratiaof Rs5lakh
to the family of martyrs of Assam
agitation.

Police and security forces deployed
in Dibrugarh had toresort to firing
in the air and tear gas shells to dis-
perse the crowd that went unruly in

the town, which is also home to
Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal. At least running of 26
trains was affectedduetothe bandh.
Sarma said, “Three historic
cheers, Citizenship bill save 17 as-
sembly constituencies from
Jinnah's ideology, constitutional
status to clause 6 of Assam accord
will protect us from demographic
invasion, tribal statustosix commu-
nities will make Assam forte of in-
digenous people. We areindebted to
Prime minister, Narendra Modi for
respecting the Assamese pride.”
He added, “By passing the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill
Prime minister Narendra Modi has
saved at least 17 assembly seatsfrom
goingtoJinnah and All India United

Akhand Bharat
shovuld have been

convenient, partition
onthebasis
of religion

should
not have

P

Democratic Front's (AIUDF)
Badruddin Ajmal.”

ST STATUS

Union home minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday said, “A bill to de-
clare six communities in Assam as
scheduled tribes will be introduced
in Parliament soon. The Union

“abinet has approved the proposal
and a bill to this affect will be
brought soon.

Sarmasaid, “If there is nocitizen-
ship bill in 2021 assembly polls,
Ajmal would be the chief minister
If for giving ST status tosix commu-
nities BJP office is set ablaze, let
them do it, if working for indige-
nous people resulis insettingablaze
our houses , we areready toface it,”

The bill is dangerous for the unity
and integrity of the country. There
is no respect for Assam Accord. It
is also a constitutional matter, so
resend it to a select committee

LOK SABHA PASSES CITIZENSHIP (AMENDMENT) BILL AMID WALKOUT BY CONGRESS AND TMC The Bill was also opposed by
PR Kunhalikutty (IUML), Jayprakash Yadav (RJD) and Asaduddin Owaisi (AIMIM) who all contended that it was against the Constitution

Burden of Assam is That
of Entire Nation: Rajnat

I

BJP led government before 2014
polls promised to give ST status to
six communities- Koch Rajbongshi,
Tai Ahom, Moran, Motok, Chutia
and Adivasi. Presently these com-
munities are in other backward
class (OBC) category

MDA in 2016 formed a committee
under home ministry for recom-
mending modalities for reserva-
tions, shifting of existing reserva-
tions of six communitiesfrom OBC
tosT

Political analvstobserved thatgiv-
ing ST status to these communities
will nullify the impact of
Citizenship bill for around 27% of
population of Assam will get the
benefit. Already 13 percentof popu-
lation comes under ST category,
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UNCERTAIN TIMES
BJP Allies
EXpress Fears
OverBillon
Citizenship

Bikash.Singh@timesgroup.com
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Guwahati: With Citizenship
bill passed in Lok Sabha,
Meghalava chielf minister
Conard Sangma said, “We will
call the meeting of party leaders
and discuss."”

The National People’s Party
(NPP), which is leading a six-
party coalition government in
Meghalayva where BJP is also a
partner, is supporting the NDA
government in Nagaland and
Manipur

Indigenous People’s Front of
Tripura (IPFT), an ally of BJP-
led government in Tripura, has
been opposing the bill.

IPFT chief N C
Debbarma told
ET: “We will de-
cide after the see-
ing the fate of bill
in Rajva Sabha.
There is stout re-

a
:'M“sg:g:; sistance to the bill
said: ‘We in the northeast.”
will call the The situation is
meeting quite similar in
of party Nagaland where
leadersand the People’s
discuss.’ Democratic

Alliance (PDA)
government has decided to re-
guest the Centre to review the
Bill to ensure that it doesn't af-
fect the provisions of the consti-
tution and the existing practices
of the Nagas.

Mizoram CM Zoramthanga too
said the state is opposed to the bill.
“The bill isan attempt to make il-
legal migrants eligible for Indian
citizenship on the basis of their
religion,” he said. Zoramthanga
said the bill is against the prinei-
ples of secularism. “If passed, it
could be harmful tostates such as
Mizoram where there are many
illegal Buddhist migrants from
Bangladesh.”
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RAJEEV DHAVAN

The BJP has floated an election
gimmick to have a 10% guota for
the economically weaker sections
(EWS) from among forwanrd castes
and faiths, close on the heels of
Maratha OBC (Other Backward
Classes) reservation by
Maharashtra. Four issuesarise: (i)
Can reservation be provided for
EWS from among forward classes?
(1i) Can the Rs8 lakh per family per
annum income cut-off be right?
(iii) Can the threshold of 50% be
increased to 60% 7 (iv) Are EWS a
homogenous group?

Why do we have reservation quo-
tas at all? To redress discrimina-
tion, disadvantages from back-
wardness and atrocities against
targeted groups. The Constitution
allowed reservation for socially
and educationally backward class-
es (SEBC) from 1951; and for back-
ward classes (BC) in public employ-
ment (Article 18) from 1950. BCs
include Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (ST's) and OBCs.
From1995-2002 there were four con-
stitutional amendments. This is
the fifth, apart from the first in
1951. In my book Reserved (2007) 1
have shown that such amendments
are not discussed properly. In 1995
Parliament’s sentiment was “Aap
Bill pass kar dijive”, of which an-
other version was, "“Pass it. Pass it.
Put it to vote.” Is this the way to
pass constitutional amendments?

In Indra Sawhney case (1992), a
nine-judge bench majority ruled
that economic criteria cannot be
exclusively used (six judges). Three
dissenting judges wanted reserva-
tion only on economic criteria and

no other Kind., They said: “In a
country... of 850 million people -
74% of which is backward - job res-
ervation can hardly be the source
of reducing social and economic
disparities in the society Even the
Mandal Report (called these) ... pal-
liatives job reservations (a)... vote-
catching platter.”

After the SC refused to recognise
exclusive economic criteria, many
high courts reiterated this view.
Harvana's 10% reservation for
EBCs was staved in 2016. In 2015,
Rajasthan HC struck down 14% res-
ervation for EBCs. In Gujarat, 10%
EBC reservation to meet the Patel
demand for those earning less than
Rs6lakh was struck down. In 2017,
Kerala notified 10% EBCs in
Devaswom boards. In 1975, the top
court had struck down general res-
ervation for rural areas in UP say-
ing, “Poverty inrural areas cannot
be a ground for reservation.” In
1980, it ruled that JK cannot use
rectification of regional imbal-
ances as a ground for reservation.

The Constitution uses the word
“rlass”, ahomogenous group shar-
ing socio-economic affinities,
Quarter or half a country cannot
be a class. Reservation for a non-
homogenous floating EBC 15 clear-
ly unconstitutional. Further, the
court treated the 50% capaspartof
the basic structure in 2006, to be
only relaxed for unattended tribal
areas. The amendment would fail
on all counts.

The government's proposal is to
provide 10% EWS reservation for
jobs and education if thefamily (as-
suming nuclear family) earns less
than Rs 8 lakh a year (or those who
own farmland less than five acres
or a house less than 1,000 sq feet).
Are these disjunctive? The Bill
doesn't deal with this. Arun
Jaitley's budget speech said tax re-
turns of above Rs 5 lakh were filed
by only 7.6 million people. Seventy
percent of Indian farmers own less
than one hectare. A conservative
estimate of 190 million earn less
than Rs5lakh.

Reservation For Economically
Weaker Can’t Stand Up in Court

The criteria for claiming such
benefits are also nebulous. Foredu-
cation, states will decide. For
Centre and state public employ-
ment the respective governments
will. One can only recall the
Mandal agitation over central job
quotas. These new guotas will be in
addition to minority reservations.

The creamy layver, also fundamen-
tal to equality, excludes those who
havedone well, usually Rs8-121akh
as determined by states locally
Now, evervone above Rs 8 lakh will
be creamy laver. Incomes vary.
Electorally, the BJP lost states with
upper castes{including Brahmins).
This isa sop for the 2019 elections.

Given that this could cover 200-400
million for 10 per cent of jobs and
education, castes have to compete
against castes and religions
against religions. Further commu-
nalisation guotas are impermissi-
ble under a 1951 ruling. Will selec-
tion be merit-based? In India those
inareasof less education will have
to compete with EWS in better are-
as. With no subdivided gquotas, will
there be relaxation of standards to
infringe efficiency?

Constitution amendment re-
quires two-thirds membersof each
House, with at least one half vot-
ing, pass the Bill. Mathematical
calculation will encourage non-at-
tendance to lower the two-thirds
needed. The real catch is that if the
amendment is defeated by the
Opposition, Modl's election cam-
paign will assert they rejected a
Billfor the poor; trying to make this
unconstitutionality politically
win-win.

{The writer is asenior
Supreme Courtadvocafe.)

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Reach Out to Cos to Run Temp
Cow Shelters: Yog_i tq_OfficiaIs

Govt order suggests
industrialists be

motivated to set
up cow dung-based
biogas or CNG plants

T .

Aman.Sharma@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: Struggling to check
stray cows in Uttar Pradesh, the
Yogi Aditvanath government has
asked all district magistrates in
the state to explore the option of
getting companies to run tempo-
rary cow shelters as part of their
corporate social responsibility
obligations.

An order issued by the UP gov-
ernment to all senior administra-
tive officials in districts on
January 2 mentioned this as part
of a new policy on how to immedi-
ately set up and run temporary
cow shelters in the state. “The lo-
cal bodies can manage and run
these temporary cow shelters ei-
ther at their own level, through
self-help groups or with help of
companies falling under corpo-
rate social responsibility (CSR),”
said the order, a copy of which has
been seen by ET.

The order suggested that indus-
trialists be “motivated” to set up
big biogas orr CNG plants through
good use of cow dung and cow
urine, so that the proposed cow-
shelters can be made self-sustain-
able to run. It furthersaid that the

construction of the cow shelters
could be done by local bodies
through funds allocated for the
government’s flagship rural jobs
scheme MGNREGS, Members of

Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme (MPLADS)
or MLALAD funds. Each such
temporary shelter will house
1,000 cows, it said.

ET had earlier reported that the
UP government had sought the
help of companies under CSR to
build a grand statue of Lord Ram
in Ayodhya.

The January 2 order came after
Chief Minister Yogi Aditvanath
held a review meeting and asked
senior officials in districts to en-
sure all stray cows are taken to
cow shelters by January 10,

Asperanearlier planof the state
government, 104 new and perma-
nent cow shelters will take two
months to build. The government
has directed construction of tem-
porary cow shelters in all cities
and villages in states to house
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stray cows in the state for the time
being.

The order mentioned that there
were nearly 20 million crore cattle
in the state as per the 2012 live-
stock eensus and the population
of stray or abandoned cattle had
increased over timeowing toa va-
riety of reasons. “There isa need
to reduce toreduce the increasing
number of abandoned/stray cat-
tle... hence this policy to set up
temporary cow shelters all over
the state has beendrawn up to ad-
dress this burning problem,” it
said.

It spelt out five objectives as part
of the new policy - providing shel-
ter to abandoned cattle, ensuring
food and care of the cattle at tem-
porary shelters, along with vacci-
nation and medical care, using
sex-sorted semen technology on
female cattle at the shelter for as-
sisted reproduction of female
calves and making these shelters
self-sustainable by sale of milk,
cow dung and compost,




