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_ﬂF SHARING HER PERSONAL LIFE ON SOCIAL MEDIA

ONLY DO WHAT YOUR
HEART TELLS YOU
— PRINCESS DIANA

SUPERMODEL IRINA SHAYK SAYS SHE'S NOT IN FAVOUR DRAKE BAGS BEST RAP SONG GRAMMY FOR ‘GOD’S PLAN, SLAM

MUSIC BODY OVER DIVERSITY BUT SPEECH IS CUT OFF MIDWAY <,

women in the running for Dem top ticket

They’ll Now Have To Duke It Out Among Themselves And More Than Half A Dozen Men In A Long Primary Season

Chidanand.Rajghatta
@timesgroup.com

Washington: “You may sho-
ot me with vour words/You
may cut me with your eyes/
You may kill me with vour
hatefulness/ But still, like
air, I'll rise,” the poet Mavya
Angelou wrote in her femi-
nist anthem StillI Rise. Little
more than two years after
Hillary Clinton was thwar-
ted from breaking the Ameri-
can political glass ceiling by
an archaic electoral system
that discounts popular vote,
female candidates are taking
another crack at it, rising in
unprecedented numbers. Fi-
ve Democrats are now in the
race for a White House face-
off against a man widely re-
garded as a habitual sexist
and misogynist.

Minnesota Senator Amy
Klobuchar and Massachuse-
tts Senator Elizabeth Warren
formally announced their re-
spective presidential campa-
igns this past weekend, joi-
ning California Senator Ka-
mala Harris, New York Sena-
tor Kirsten Gillibrand, and
Hawaii Congresswomen Tulsi
(Gabbard in the crowded roster
of Democratic candidates fea-
turing the highest number of
female aspirants for the White
House in US history.

FEMME FETTLE: Elizabeth Warren, Kirsten Gillibrand, Kamala Harris, Tulsi Gabbard and Amy Klobuchar
(left to right) are all vying for the 2020 Democratic presidential nomination

| work more hours than any president before me: Trump

onald Trump pushed back on Sunday at the suggestion he spends much of his work day taking it

easy, as the White House kept up the hunt for the person behind anembarrassing leak of the
president's schedule. According to details published last week by Axios, 60% of Trump's work life is
categorised as “executive time”, meaning unstructured time to make phone calls, read newspapers,
tweet and watch television. Seeking to set the record straight, Trump said such free time should be
viewed as “positive, not negative”. *“When the term executive time is used, | am generally working, not
relaxing. In fact, | probably work more hours than almostany past president. ...| took over as president,
our country was amess. | had no choice butto work very long hours!” he tweeted. Acting chief of staff
Mick Mulvaney too pushed back, saying: “That executive timeis on there to allow the president to

prep forthe next meeting, to debrief from the previous meeting.” are

President confuses
climate change
with weather

onald Trump attacked

senator Amy Klobucharon
Sunday inatweetthat
appeared to demonstrate alack
of understanding about climate
change. “Amy Klobuchar
announced thatsheisrunning
for President, talking proudly of
fighting global warmingwhile
standing in a virtual blizzard of
snow, ice and freezing tempera-
tures. Bad timing. By the end of
herspeech she looked like a
Snowman({woman)!" the
president tweeted. Klobuchar
responded by tweeting:
“Science isonmy side. Looking
forward todebating you about
climate change (and many
otherissues). And | wonder how
yourhairwouldfareina
blizzard?" THEINDEPENDENT

The women will have to
duke it out among themsel-
ves and more than half dozen
men in a long primary sea-
son before one of them clin-
ches the party ticket to chal-
lenge President Trump, who
as of now is a shoo-in for the
Republican nomination), alt-
hough not evervone is wri-
ting in him. “By the time we

get to 2020, Donald Trump
may not even be President,”
Warren told voters in Cedar
Rapids, lowaon Saturday, be-
fore hinting at jail-time for
themaverickoccupant of the
White House. “Infact, he may
noteven bea free person.”
Trump, as ishis wont, isui-
terly dismissive of his chal-

lengers, particularly the wo-

[raq rebuffs US demands to
stop buying energy from Iran

Edward Wong

Washington: The Trump ad-
ministration is pressuring
Iraq to stop buying energy
from its neighbour and sole fo-
reign supplier, Iran, in what
has become a major point of
contlict between Washington
and Baghdad. Iraqileaders, fe-
aring that a further shortfall
in power would lead to mass
protests and political instabi-
lity in their electricity-star-
ved country, are pushing back
on the demand, which is roo-
ted In President Trump's
sanctionsagainst [ran.

The dispute has fraved US
diplomacy with Baghdad as
Iraq tries to steady itsell’ after
the US military withdrawal in
2011 and the campaign against
the Islamic State. Iraq's defian-
ce further jeopardises Tru-
mp's goal of getting all nations
to comply with sanctions atter
withdrawing from the deal to
limit Tehran's nuclear pro-
gram last year. Already, Euro-
peannations have set upalegal
financial mechanism to do bu-
siness with Iran, and China

Iraq’'s energy production and grid
capabilities have lagged since the
American-led invasion of 2003, and
blackouts in cities are common

and India are resisting Ameri-
can efforts at prodding them to
cut off oil purchases.
Tensions rose after Trump
said on February 3 that he
planned to have American tro-
ops who have returned to Irag
“watch Iran”, despite Bagh-
dad’s need to maintain cordial
ties with its fellow Shia neigh-
bour “The people of Irag have
suffered from the blockade
and are aware of the harm do-
ne to the people by their ac-
tions,” PM Adel Abdul Mahdi

M] statue removed
from Danish mall

Copenhagen: Denmark's
oldest shopping mall has re-
moved a wax statue of Mi-
chael Jackson out of fears it
could offend customers and
may be vandalised because
of accusations that the late
pop star molested boys.

Charlotte Andersen,
marketing manager for the
Roedovre Centrum mall in
suburban Copenhagen, told
Denmark's TVZ broadcaster
that they had received about
15 complaints about the
Jackson statue, mostly from
families with children.

The mall had announced
an exhibition with wax sta-
tues of major stars, inclu-
ding Marilyn Monroe and
Julia Roberts, to coincide
with Danish schools’ week-
long winter holiday that
started on Monday. Jack-
son's statue was repla::ed

Denmark's oldest mall feared

MJ's wax statue could offend
customers and may be vandalised
because of accusations that the
late pop star molested boys

with one of Brad Pitt.
Jackson, who died in

criminal trial in California
on charges of molestinga 13-

land ranch. ap

of Iraq said last week. He was
referring to 13 years of cripp-
ling sanctions imposed on
Iraqg by the US when Saddam
Hussein was in power. “Iraqg
will not be part of the sanc-
tions regime against Iran and
any otherpeople,” he said.
American officials are see-
King to cut off Iraql purchases
of natural gas and electricity,
even though the country relies
on those for a good portion of
its energy needs. Iraq’s energy
production and grid capabiliti-
eshave lagged sincethe Ameri-
can-led invasion of 2003, and
blackouts in cities are com-
mon. Iranian natural gas is the
single most critical energy im-
port i Iraq, but American offi-
cials say purchases must end
now because gasfallsunderthe
American sanctions. And the
Trump administration has to-
1d Iraq’s leaders that they have
until late March to end electri-
city purchases. Officials in Ba-
ghdad say there is no easy sub-
stitute for either one because it
would take three years or more
to adequately build up Irag's
energy iInfrastructure, nyr

Thai princess
disqualified as
PM candidate

: Bangkok: Thailand’s elec-
: tion panel on Monday disqua-
: lified the sister of the king :
: from running for PM, putting :
: anend to a stunning, short-li- :

ved candidacy by echoing

King Maha Vajiralongkorn's
: words that royalty should be

“above politics”.
The Election Commission

released theofficial list of par-

ties' candidates for PM witho-

: ut the name of Princess Ubol-
: ratana Rajakanya Sirivadha-
i naBarnavadi,67,theking'sel-
: der sister

The list excluded

Ubolratana “because every

: member of the royal family co-
: mes within the application of
: thesame rule requiring the mo-
2009, was acquitied at a 2005 :
: be paolitically neutral”, the pa-
: nel said. The princess had ac-
vear-old boy at his Never :
: Thai Raksa Chart part}f REUTERS

narch to be above politics and to

cepted the nomination of the

men. “Today Elizabeth War-
ren, sometimes referred to by
me as Pocahontas, joined the
race for President. Will she
run as our first Native Ameri-
can presidential candidate, or
has she decided that after 32
vears, this is not playing so
well anvmore? See you on the
campaign TRAIL, Liz!" he sne-

Warren's misplaced claim of
Native American heritage.
Klobuchar also came un-
der fire after she announced
her campaign in heavy snow-
fall that coated her with snow.
“Well, it happened again.
Amy Klobuchar announced
that she is running for presi-
dent, talking proudly of figh-

ered on Twitter, referring to

Poll: Climate
change top
global threat

Berlin: Climate change is @
the top security concernina
poll conducted by the Was- :
hington-based Pew Research
Center, followed by Islamist :
terrorism and cvber attacks :
while respondents in a gro-
wing number of countries :
worried about the powerand :
influenceof theUS. In130f 26
countries, people listed cli- :
mate change as thetopglobal :
threat, with the Islamic State :
militant group topping the :
list ineightand cyberattacks @
in four, the non-profit, non- :
partisan the research centre |

said in its report.

Worries about climate :
change have increased shar- :
ply since 2013, with double-di- |
git percentage point increa- :

ses spen in countries like US,

Mexico, France, Britain, So- :
uth Africa and Kenva, accor- :
ding to the poll of 27,612 peo-
ple conducted between May :
and August, 2018. North Kore-
a’s nuclear programme and :
the global economy were also :
significant concerns, while :
respondents inPoland named
Russian power and influence |

as the top threat. reutenrs

ting global warming while

standing in a virtual blizzard
of snow, ice and freezing tem-
peratures. Bad timing. By the
end of her speech she looked
like a Snowman (woman)!” a
president who is seen as be-
ing clueless about science
scoffed on Twitter
Trump has also derided
Gillibrand, calling her cal-
ling her a “lightweight” and
claiming she came to his offi-
e “begging for campaign
contributions”, while large-
ly ignoring Tulsi Gabbard.
Only Kamala Harris has ear-
ned grudging acknowledg-
ment. “I would say, the best
opening so far would be Ko-
mala Harris,” Trump said
last week when asked who
might be his toughest oppo-
nent in 2020, mispronoun-
cing her name. I would say;
in terms of the openingact, 1
would say, would be her”
The US president, who has
made gratuitous allusions to
women's menstrual cyvele, in-
dulged in “locker-room”™ talk
about grabbing female genita-
lia, and is accused of consor-
ting with porn stars and play-
boy bunnies, has alongrecord
of lurid sexist remarks that
only his hardcore supporters
have no problem accepting.
But many analysts are war-
ning that he may find his co-
meuppance with his baitingof

female candidates.

“The president's style,
rhetoric and policies have ge-
nerated abacklash among wo-
men that has turned the tradi-
tional gender gap between the
parties into a chasm, and that
dvnamic is already beginning
to colour every aspect of the
upcoming presidential cam-
paign,” the journal Politico
said in a report, noting that
even in the 2016 elections,
Trump's deeply personal at-
tacks on Hillary Clinton fue-
led the largest gender gap in
the history of exit polls.
Trump lost women by 13 per-
centage points —54% to41%.

But Trump falsely claims
that he won more women's vo-
te than Clinton. Hedid - if one
counted only white women’s
votes: 52 % voted for him. Four
of the five female Democratic
aspirants for the 2020 ticket
are white women.

“If he responds in usual
Trump fashion, with his no-
holds-barred attacks, he could
drive away more female vo-
ters than he did in the 2018
midterms. That could potenti-
ally not only be devastating
for Trump, but for many Re-
publicans on the 2020 ballot,”
noted CNN analvst Dean Qbe-
idullah in a comment titled
“Strong Democratic women
are Trump's kryptonite.”

IMF to Pak: Adopt ‘decisive
policies’ for bailout package

Omer Farooq Khan | Tam

Islamabad: As a prerequisi-
tefor the bailout package, the
International Monetary Fu-
nd has asked Pakistan totake
“decisive actions”, signify-
ing that the international
lender body remains inflex-
ible in its demands. The de-
mand for implementation of
drastic measures was made
during a meeting between
IMF managing director Chr-
istine Lagardeand PM Imran
Ehan on Sunday in Dubai on
the sidelines of the World Go-
vernment Summit, hosted by
the United Arab Emirates.

“1 also highlighted that
decisive policies and astrong
package of economic re-
formswouldenable Pakistan
torestore the resilienceof its
economy and lay the founda-
tions for stronger and more
inclusive growth,” a brief
IMF handout quoted Lagar-
de as saying. The IMF descri-
bed meeting with the PM as
“constructive” but the tone
of its handoutsuggested that
the IMF top management en-

[ don’t want to live
hidden away: Rushdie

Paris : After decades spent
in the shadow of adeath sen-
tence pronounced by Avatol-
lah Ruhollah Khomeini, Sal-
man Rushdie is quietly defi-
ant. “I don't want to live hid-
denaway " hesaid.

The novelist's life chang-
ed forever on Februa-
ry 14,1989, when Iran's
spiritual leader orde-
red Rushdie' execu-
tion after branding
his novel “The Sata-
nic Verses" blasphe-
mous. Tehran renewed the
fatwa year after year.

Rushdie, whosome say is
the greatest writer India has
produced since Tagore,
spent 13 years living undera
false name and constant po-
lice protection,

“Iwasdl back then, now |
am T1. Things are fine now,”
hesaidin S-E[}temher.

“We live ina world where
the subject changes... fast.
And this isa veryold subject.
There are now many other
thingsto befrightened about
— and other people to kill,”
he added. He stopped using
an assumed name after Sep-
tember 11 2001, three
vearsafter Tehran sa-
id the threat against
himwas“over™.

The vears of riots,
bomb plots and the
murder of one of the
book’s translators now “fe-
els like a very long time
ago”, he said. “One of the
things that has happened is
that people in the West are
more informed than they
used to be,” he said, Even so,
the book was misundersto-
od, he insisted; “Really it's a
novel about South Asian im-
migrauts in London.” asp

Brother of Bezos’s GF may 've leaked racy texts to tabloid

Washington: The National
Enguirer committed neither
extortion nor blackmail by
threatening to publish inti-
mate photos of Amazon CEO
Jeff Bezos, an attorney for
the head of the tabloid’s pa-
rent company has said.

Elkan Abromowitz, an at-
torney for American Media
Inc (AMI) chief executive Da-
vid Pecker, said on Sunday
that a “reliable source” well-
known to Bezos and his “mist-
ress” provided the story about
the billionaire's extramarital

affair Bezos has said AMI
threatened to publish the ex-
plicit photos of him unless he
stopped investigating how the
Enquirer obtained hisprivate
exchanges with formerTVan-
chor Lauren Sanchez.

Bezos' personal investiga-
tors, led by his security consul-
tant Gavin de Becker, have fo-
cused on Sanchez's brother, ac-
cording to a person familiar
with the matter The person
wasn't authorized to discuss
the matter publicly Michael
Sanchez is his sister’s mana-

Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos' personal investigators suspect Lauren Sanchez's
Trump-supporting brother, Michael, was behind the leak, a source said

ger;, a Trump supporter and an
acquaintance of Trump allies
Roger Stone and Carter Page.

Abramowitz would not
comment when asked whet-
her Michael Sanchez was the
Enquirer's source but said
that “Bezos and Ms. Sanchez
knew whothe source was”.

Michael Sanchez has de-
clined to speak on the record.
But in a January 31 tweet, he
said without evidence that de
Becker “spreads fake, un-
hinged conservative conspi-
racy theories”. ap

dorsed the stance of its staff

negotiating with Pakistan.
In September, Pakistan
had decided to seek a bailout
package toavoiddefaultonits
international debt obligati-
ons. But things could not mo-
ve in the desired direction as

the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

government wasunwilling to
take politically unpo-
pular decisions de-
manded by IME

The IMEFE, accor-
ding to sources, was
asking Pakistan for
further increase in
electricity and gas

nance ministry issued a han-
dout but it did not shed much
light on the discussions."PM
Imran Khan reiterated the
government's commitment
for undertaking structural
and governance reforms and
strengthening social protec-
tion in the country;” itsaid.
On Monday, finance mini-
ster Asad Umar said
[slamabad was close
to striking a deal to
secure financial sup-
port from the IME
“Therehas been ade-
crease in the diffe-
rence we had with

prices, upward ad-

PM Imran Khan

the IMF. The IMF has

justments in tariff
besides demanding a comp-
lete and meaningful free flo-
at exchange rate regime.
Duetofearof political back-
lash, the government at that
time was not ready toconce-
de.It,however,hasagreedto
implement most of these
measures now but only dif-
fers with the timing and pa-
ce suggested by the IME
Following the Lagarde
Khan meeting, Pakistan's fi-

changed its positio-
... It seemswe have comeclo-
ser to an agreement with the
IMF. God willing this will be
thelastagreement” He, howe-
ver, stressed that Pakistan’s
economy would be lifted by
its people, not by anyone from
the outside. “If we take the
right decisions, the economy
would rise. It is the responsi-
bility of the trading comm-
unity to put Pakistan on the
path towards progress.”

o,

- '90 poll rigging:
Pak SC orders
. action against
army officers

Omer Farooq Khan | Ty

Islamabad: The Supreme Co-
urt of Pakistan directed the
ministry of defence on Mon-
day to complete an inguiry in
a case about the involvement
of army officers, including
former army and 151 chiefs, in
financial scams aimed at kee-
ping slain Prime Minister Be-
nazir Bhuttoout of power.

In 1996, a petition was filed
by late air chief marshal Asg-
har Khan that formerarmychi-
ef General Aslam Beg, ex-1SI
chief Lt Gen (retired) Asad
Durrani and former president
Ghulam Ishaq Khan had hate-
hed a conspiracy to ensure Bh-
ntto's defeat in the 1990 polls.

According to the petition,
the two senior army officers
and then-president had doled
out Rs140 million among seve-
ral politicians, including for-
mer PM Nawaz Sharif, to rig
the 1990 polls against Bhutto.
A political alliance consisting
of nine parties, including the
Pakistan Muslim League and
Jamaat-e-Islami, had won the
1990 polls, with Nawaz Sharif
elected as primeminister. The
alliance, known as the Islamic
Jamhoori Ittehad(LJI), wasal-
legedly formed and funded by
the accused in the case.

In October 2012, the Supre-
me Court had issued a 141-pa-
ge verdict, ordering legal pro-
ceedings against Beg and
Asad Durrani, directing the
Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) to initiate a transparent
investigation and subsequent
trial if sufficient evidence
was found against the former
army officers. In December
2018, the FIA had recommen-
ded to the apex court to close
the files, citing lack of eviden-
ce, Following FIA's sugges-
tion, the court had notified
Asghar Khan's heirs about
their reaction but the family
opposed the closure of the ca-
se.On January 11, ex-chief jus-
tice Mian Saqgib Nisar, after
accepting the pleaof the fami-
Iy of the late Khan, resumed
hearing of the case,

During Monday’s hearing, a
reconstituted three-memberSC
bench headed by Justice Gulzar
Ahmed, issued directives to the
ministry of defence to submita
reply regarding implementa-
tion of its 2012 verdict in the ca-
se within four weeks. “Why did
the ministry of defence not ini-
tiate action for the court marti-
al of the Pakistan army officers
involved?” Justice Gulzar as-
ked, In response, the attorney
general said the matter will mo-
ve forward after the completion
of inquiry The court declared
that the FLA report will be revie-
wed along with the reply of de-
fence ministry and adjourned
the hearing for four weeks.

AROUND THE WORLD

STRIKING THE PERFECT CHORD: Flanked by two pianos, singer-songwriter Alicia Keys performs during
the Grammy Awards in Los Angeles on Sunday. She was the first female host of the show in 14 years

Japanese women say

won’t be forced to
give chocs to males

J apanese women have dit-
ched a workplace tradition
that dictates they must give
chocolates to male colleagues
on Valentines Day, with gro-
wing anger at the practice of
“forced giving"”, the media
reported on Monday. The
tradition is called “giri choco™
which literally means “obliga-
tion chocolates™, the Guardian
reported. Some companies
were now banning the prac-
tice, which is seen by many
workers as a form of abuse of
power and harassment. A
survey found that more than
60% of women will instead buy
chocolates as a personal treat
on February 14. More than 56%
said they would give chocola-
tes to family members, while
36% would make the same

gesture towards their part-
ners. Only 35% said they
planned to hand out chocola-
tes to men at their workplace,
according to the survey con-
ducted by a Tokyo-based
department store. Giving
chocolate as Valentine's Day
gifts took off commercially in
Japan in the mid-1950s,
growing into a multimillion-
dollar market.

Teenarrested for taking
control of Alaska flight
Authorities say a 16-year-old
boy was arrested after he
briefly gained control of a small
aircraft during a short commer-
cial flight over western Alaska.
KYUK-AM reports the teen was
seated in the front passenger
seat of the Piper Cherokee Six
on a recent Yute Commuter
Service flight from Napakiak to
Bethel. Alaska State Troopers
say the teen grabbed the
aircraft controls shortly after
takeoff, causing the “plane to

enter a steep climb and then a
dive toward the ground.”

Copwrapssnake around
suspect to force confession

Indonesian authorities on
Monday launched an investiga-
tion after a police force chief
admitted an officer wrapped a
live snake around a terrified
suspect in a bid to force a
confession. The footage of the
incident emerged online sho-
wing an alleged pickpocket —
handcuffed and sitting on the
floor barefoot — screaming as
another officer shouts abuse at
a police station in Papua
province. “How many times
have you stolen a mobile
phone?” he yells at the suspect.
“Only two times,” the suspect
replies. At one stage, the officer
appears to try to shove the
snake into the man's mouth.
“An officer is now being ques-
tioned by Papua police internal
affairs division,” a Papua police
spokesman said on Monday.




