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Singapore Vows to
Prosecute American
over HIVDataLeak

Singapore:Singapore vowed on
Tuesday it will bring back and
prosecutean Americanman
accused of leaking data onthou-
sands of people with HIV, after the
breach caused widespread anger.
The health ministry announced
last monththat confidential
information of 14, 200 people
diagnosed with the virus that
causes AlDS had beendumped
online, with foreigners a majority
of those affected. Mikhy Farrera
Brochez, an HIV-positive man who
used to live inthe city-state, is
believed tohaveobtainedthe
information from his Singaporean
doctor partner, who had access to
the ministry’s HIV Registry. The
data leak, which included people’'s
HIV status, names and addresses,
has provoked an outcry, especially
among the LGBT community and
NGOsinvolved inthe fight against
AIDS. aFp
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China Calls US Concerns
over Huawei ‘Groundless’

Beijing: Beijing called the latest US
warning against using Huawei
equipment “groundless” on Tues-
day, as the Chinese telecom giant
faces espionage fearsinagrowing
number of countries. The world's
second-largest smartphone maker
andbiggest producer of tele-
communications gear has been
under firein recent months after
the arrest of a top executive in
Canadaand a global campaign by
Washington toblacklist its equip-
ment. “The US has spared no effort
inunscrupuloushy fabricatingall
kinds of groundless charges,” said
Chinese foreign ministry spokes-
woman Hua Chunying at aregular
press briefing in Beijing Tuesday.
Shealso accused theUSof "sowing
discord” between China and other
countries, and called the actions of
Washington “neither fair nor
moral”, AFp
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Trial of Catalan Separatist
Leaders Beginsin Spain
Madrid: Twelve Catalan separatist
leaders arrived at the Supreme
Court here on Tuesday to stand
trial overtheir alleged rolesin the
regional independence crisis that
pitched Spain into its worst
political turmoil for four decades.
If convicted, some could face up
to 25 yearsinprison, the BBC
reported. The Catalonia crisisis
considered the most serious to hit
Spain since the era of fascist
dictator Francisco Franco, who
died in 1975. The defendants face
seriouscharges after having held
anillegal regional referendum on
October 1, 2017, that led them to
trigger a bid to secede unilateral-
ly from the rest of Spain, acts that
wentagainst the country’s Cons-
titution as well as numergus court
rulings. 1ans
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US Lawmakers Reach Tentative

Deal to Avoid Another Shutdown

Bipartisan move provides $1.375 b for fencing, far less than what Trump had sought

Washington: US congressional
negotiators on Monday reached a
tentative deal to try to avert anot-
her partial government shutdown
on Saturday, but congressional al-
des said it did not contain the $5.7
billion President Donald Trump
wants fora border wall.

“We reached an agreement in
principle” on funding border se-
curity programmes through Sept.
30, Republican Senator Richard
Shelby told reporters,

“Our staffs are going to be wor-
king feverishly to put all the parti-
culars together,” Shelby said. Ne-
ither he nor three other senior
lawmakers flanking him provided
any detailsof the tentative pact.

Butit wasfarfrom clear if the Re-
publican president would embra-
ce the agreement. His December
demand for $5.7billion this veario
help pay for awall on the US-Mexi-
co border — rejected by congres-
sional Democrats — triggered a
ao-day partial government shut-
down that ended last month witho-
ut him getting wall funding.

A congressional aide, who asked
not to be identified, said the outli-
ne of the deal included $1.37 bil-
lion for erecting new fencing
along the southern border. That is
about the same amount Congress

allocated last vear and far below
what Trump has demanded.

The aide said none of the money
would be for a “wall”, which Trump
has been touting since he launched
his campaign for president in 2016,
Democrats say the wall would be
costly and ineffective,

Two other congressional sources
said only currently deploved de-
signs could be used for construc-
ting 55 miles (90 km) of additional

A Trump supporter dressed up as a border wall at a rally in El Paso

barriers. Those designs, which in-
clude “steel bollard” fencing, have
been in use since before Trump be-
came president.

shortly after the deal was rea-
ched in the US Capitol, Trump
held a rally in the border city of El
Paso, Texas, to argue for the wall
he says can protect Americans
from violent eriminals, drugs and
a“tremendous onslaught” of mig-
rant caravans. Reuters

US CEOs Call for Laws
to Protect ‘Dreamers’

Washington: Mare than 100
corporate leaders and other
prominent figures algl

heaclsy |1 Ceneral Motors, Facebo-
ok, CocaCola, Apple, Amazon
Coogle, ATET and Microsoft, among
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Trump Wants to Meet Xi Very Soon over Trade War, Says Conway

Washington: The Trump admini-
stration said the US president still
wants to meet China's Xi Jinping
in an effort to end the trade war, a
sign of optimism as negotiators
from the world's two-biggest eco-
nomies start their latest round of
talksthis week.

“He wants l{]- meet with President
Xi very soon,” White House adviser
Kellyvanne Conway said on Monday
on Fox News. “This president wants
adeal. Hewants it to befair to Ameri-
cans and American workers and
American interests.”

Uncertainty whether the lea-

ders will meet to finalise an agre-

ement has stoked concerns that
negotiations are faltering as the
March 1 deadline approaches, If
there’s no deal by then, President
Donald Trump has threatened to
more than double the rate of ta-
riffs on $200 billion in Chinese
imports.

Negotiators from the two count-

ries are meeting this week in Be-
ijing, with US officials pressing
China to commit to deeper re-
forms to a state-driven economic
model that they say hurts Ameri-
can companies. Mid-level officials
began discussions on Monday in
preparation for two days of talks
startingon Thursdav. Bloomberg

Tencent Investment
in Reddit Sparks
Censorship Worry

San Francisco: Reddit confirmed
on Monday a new funding round
that included a $150 million invest-
ment by Chinese technology be-
hemoth Tencent, prompting con-
cerns that “thefront pageof thein-
ternet” might wind up censored.

San Francisco-based Reddit rai-
sed a total of $300 million at a $3-
billion valuation, with investors
including Andreessen Horowlitz,
Fidelity, Sequoia and Tencent, the
company’s CEO told CNBC.

The TechCrunch website repor-
ted about the funding round last
week, but that information was
unconfirmed until now.

Reddit said it planned to use the
money for international expan-
sion and to enhance its digital ad
platform to better compete in a
market where Facebook and Go-
ogle currently take in most of the
revenue, “We are the only compa-
nyatourscale thatisstill a private
company,sowehavehadalotof in-
vestor attention in the last vean”
Reddit chief executive Steve Huff-
man told CNBC. aFp

Samsung Reaches Settlement over
Exploding’ Washlng Machines

Seoul: Samsung Electronics has
reached a settlement in a class-ac-
tion lawsuit over 2.8 million “ex-
ploding” washing machines re-
called in the US, the South Korean
company said on Tuesday.

The faulty appliances were recal-
led in 2016 after reports that the top
“can unexpectedl 5’-[1&‘:‘3(2“ fromthe
washing machine chassis during
use, posing a risk of injury from
impact”, according to The US Con-
sumer Product Safety Commis-
sion. The lawsuit claimed some of
the washers were “exploding”,

“Samsung has chosen to settle
class-action lawsuits involving
top-load washing machines that
were subject to a voluntary re-
call,” Samsung said in a state-
ment, adding the decision was re-
ached to “avoid distraction and
expense of litigation™.

The washing machines in ques-
tion have long been off the mar-
ket, Samsung said.

Those covered by the settlement
may receive benefits ranging
from a “rebate, refund or reim-

Chinese
Billionaire
Calls Australia
‘Giant Baby’

A Chinese billionaire barred
from Australia on
suspicions heis partof a
Communist Party influence
campaign has lashed out at
Canberra, calling it a "grant
baby"” that hasn't found its
place in intermational
politics. Huang Xiangmo, a
long-term Sydney resident,
had been a prominent
donor to Australia's two

major parties befare he was

blocked from re-entering
the country last week—-with
his permanent residency
visa revoked and a
citizenship bid rejected.

“The growth of a giant baby
takes time, and Australia
still has a long way to go. |
understand this,” Huang
told China's state-run Global
Times in an interview
published on Tuesday. The
property tycoon led one of
a series of "reunification
councils” that advocate
support of Chinese
Communist Party policies.
Austratian intelligence
agencies believe the groups
are fronts for influence
campaigns designed to
skew Australian politics.
Huang said Australian
authorities have not
sufficiently explained his
alleged wrongdoings. AFP

Katy Perry’s Fashion.
Lineunder Fire

Singer Katy Perry was slammed on social media
for designing shoes which resemble “blackface”
The shaes in guestion are black “Rue
Face Siip On Loafers” and "Ora Face Block Heel
Sandals” that have cut-out faces, red lips, big
blue eyes and a triangular nose on the top, reports hollywoodreporter.com.
Soclal media users have compared the shoes to “blackface make-up”, One user
even cdted that "lgnorance is never a fashion statement”, Following the
backlash, the shoes were pulled from stores, Perry and Global Brands Group

bursement of certain expenses,
costs, and repairs”, according to
the statement.

Samsung said at the time that
the recall applied to models built
between 2011 and 2016 for “reports
highlighting the risk that the
drums in these washers may lose
balance, triggering excessive vi-
brations, resulting in the top se-
parating from the washer”.

The company has suffered seve-
ral blows to its reputation in re-
cent years. In 2016 it was forced to
issue a worldwide recall of its

The faulty appliances
were recalled in 2016
after reports that the top
‘can unexpectedly detach
from the washing
machine chassis during
use, posing a risk of
injury from impact’

flagship Galaxy Note 7 smartpho-
ne over exploding batteries, cos-
ting thefirm billions of dollars.

The group's heir, Lee Jae-yong,
was soon after embroiled ina ma-
jor corruption scandal that ous-
ted South Korean president Park
Geun-hye, and he spent nearly a
vear in jail for bribing her close
confidante. But in just a decade,
Samsung has gained considerab-
le ground in the US washing ma-
chine market with its share jum-
pingfroml1.8% in 2008 to 19.8% in
2017, according to market rese-
arch firm TraGline. arp

UK Must Regulate

Power of Facebook

London: The UK should tackle the
power of Alphabet Inc's Google
and Facebook Inc over Britain's
news publishers and push the tech
platforms to promote gquality jour-
nalism, according to a report com-
missioned by the government to
find remedies for the struggling lo-
cal press.

The Cairnecross Review called for
codes of conduct to govern com-
mercial relationships between the
Silicon Valley giants and news
publishers that would be overseen
by a regulator with enforcement
powers, according to its findings
published late Monday;

“While each platform should de-
vise solutions which best fit the ne-
eds of their particular users, their
efforts should be placed under re-
culatory scrutiny — this task is too
important to leave entirely to the
judgement of commercial entiti-
es,” said the authors of the review
led by Frances Cairncross, an eco-
nomist and former journalist.

The report comes as the UK £o-
vernment considers how to susta-
in high-quality journalism as
print circulations plunge andeven
new digital news outlets like Buzz-
Feed Inc make harsh retrench-
ments.

The tech giants have become a vi-
talgateway toreadersof local jour-

Over News: Report

nalism and are under pressure to
share more of their ad income. A
proposed copyright law devised by
European regulators would give
publishers the right to demand
more money from the web plat-
forms. Google has said it might
withdraw its news service from
thecontinent as aresult.

Cairnecross focused on themes in-
cluding the role and impact of se-
arch engines, social media plat-
formsand digital advertising.

Under its proposals, Facebook
and Google could commit not to
impose their own advertising soft-
ware — as Facebook does with its
Instant Articles. The review said
the Competition and Markets Aut-
hority should investigate the onli-
ne advertising market, which is
dominated by Google, Facebook
and Amazon.com Inc, and where
intermediaries and profit mar-
gins are less transparent than tho-
se inprint.

Britain's opposition Labour Par-
ty said the recommendations
didn't gofarenough.

“As long as tech giants continue
to completely dominate the mar-
ket it's difficult to see how a sustai-
nable financial footing for journa-
lism can be achieved,” Tom Wat-
son, deputy leader of Labour and
shadow culture secretary, said in
anemailed statement. Bloomberg
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Theresa May Asks MPs
for More Time on Brexit

London: UK Prime Minister The-
resa May will address lawmakers
inthe House of Commons on Tues-
day asshe seeks more time to rene-
gotiate her Brexit deal with the Eu-
ropean Union.

Four weeks after she saw her ag-
reement with the bloc defeated by
the biggest margin in modern Par-
liamentary history, May met with
MPs from across the political divi-
de on Monday as she continued to
seek a deal that can win a majority
In the House of Commons.

May, who is trying to renegotiate
the controversial backstop inten-
ded to ensure the Irish border re-
mainsopenafter Brexit, will upda-
te Parliament on the progress of
talks with the EU and outline a mo-
tion she'll put before MPs for deba-
te on Thursday, her office said.

After buying time two weeks ago,
when she won a vote giving her a
mandate to reopen talks with the
bloe, the embattled premier is ex-
pected to ask Parliament torestate
its demand to remove the backstop
from the Withdrawal Agreement
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and to promise afurther vote if she
hasn't brought a renegotiated deal
back to Parliament by Feh. 27.
With just over six weeks before
Britain's scheduled exit day on
March 29, the move is intended to
reassure members from acrossthe
House of Commons who are con-
cerned that May is deliberately
running down the clock and ris-
king a potentially disastrous no-
deal divorce, Brexit Secretary
Stephen Barclay travelled to Brus-
sels for talks with the EU's Chief
Megotiator Michel Barnier on
Monday evening to try to find a
way out of the impasse. Bloomberg
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issued a staternent sayving they did not have any intention o inflict any

pain. “The Rue and The Ora were part of a collection that was released
last summer in 9 different colourways (black, blue, gold, graphite, lead,

A nude, pink, red, silver) and envisioned as a nod to modern art and

surreallsm. 1 was saddened when it was brought to my attention that

it was being compared to painful images reminiscent of blackface.

Our intention was never to inflict any pain. We have immediately
removed them from Katy Perry Collections,” it read. I1ANS

French Journalists
Suspended
over Alleged

Cyberbullying

several French journalists have been
suspended for allegedly coordinating
online harassment through a private
Facebook group. French newspaper
Liberation and cultural magazine Les
Inreckuptibles announced on Monday
they have suspended three journalists
working for them, including the creator
of the group. Liberation last week
reported that some members of the
group named “League of LOL" allegedly
harassed other web users with sexist,
homophobic and racist insults, mostly
between 2009 and 2012. The group
has been dubbed by French media a
“boys club” in reference (o its apparent
macho culture. In recent days, several
people including some female
journalists have publicly accused group
members of having cyberbullied them,
over a year after the #MeToo
movement showed that victims of
harassment often felt defenseless and
kept silent for years. AFP

400-Year-0ld Bonsai
Tree Stolen in Japan

A Japanese cultivator of bonsai trees appealed on
Tuesday for the thieves, who made off with his
expensive potted plants, to take good care of them.
Seiji limura, a fifth-generation bonsai cultivator who
runs a garden in Kawaguchi, north of Tokyo, told AFP
the seven tiny trees stolen from his garden were his
“family treasure”. “It's something | would never sel|
even if | got 10 million
ven ($90,000)," he said.
““Of course | hate the
thief who stole them, but
| want totell him or her:
please pour water on
them and please take
care of them,” limura
said. “| would feel sad if
they die.” limura
reported to police last
: month that seven bonsai
TS trees, worth more than
seven million ven in total-including a 400-year-old
gnarled juniper—had been stolen from his garden.
His wife Fuyumi wrote in a recent Facebook entry
that the couple had raised the bonsai trees "like our
children”. limura keeps some 3,000 miniature trees
on display at the 5,000 square metre garden so that
visitors can appreciate bonsai art. Since the theft he
has installed security cameras. Bonsal isa Asian art
form of sculpting small trees. AFP
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