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>YALITZA APARICIO, Mexican actress, who starred in the award-winning film Roma

PAKISTAN VOWS ‘MASSIVE’ SOCIAL MEDIA
CRACKDOWN TO CURB HATE SPEECH

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani authorities on Wednesday vowed to carry out a
"massive” crackdown targeting hate speech and extremism on social media,
as a minister boasted arrests have already been made. Information minister
Fawad Chaudhry announced the government was setting up a new enforce-
ment arm to regulate social media. “We made some arrests last week and we
are launching a massive crackdown against social media users spreading
hate speech and violence," he said. "Our problem is that digital media is
overtaking formal media, so it isimportant for us to regulate this,” Chaudhry
said, adding, “Informal media is a greater problem than formal media." AFP

= Visitors admire Rembrandt's Night Watch, part of an exhibition
to mark the 350th anniversary of the Dutch master's death, in
Amsterdam on Wednesday.
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78 detainees pull off daring
prison break in Haiti

PORT-AU-PRINCE: Haiti, which is
reeling under anti-government
protests, saw a major prison
break. All 78 detainees at a prison
in Aquin escaped around midday
on Tuesday. The circumstances of
the prison break are unclear. AFP

Maldives’ Yameen charged
with money laundering

COLOMBO: Ex-Maldives president
Abdulla Yameen has been charged
with money laundering. The case
stems from a deal to lease islands
and the discovery of $1millionin
his bank account. PTI

Philippines arrests
journalist on libel charge

MANILA: Philippine journalist
Maria Ressa, who has clashed
with President Rodrigo Duterte,
was arrested on Wednesday in
what rights advocates called an
act of "persecution”. AFP
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'EL CHAPO’ GUZMAN

Drug lord with a long history of jailbreaks will be
moved to Colorado’s foolproof Supermax prison

Joaquin Guzman, convicted on Tuesday of

1 drug-trafficking, may be sent to the Supermax
jail, afacility so secure and so remote that it's
often called the ‘Alcatraz of the Rockies’

Trouble for Thai party that
nominated princess for PM

BANGKOK : Thailand's election
commission said on Wednesday it
is seeking the disqualification of a
party that nominated a princess
for prime minister, in what would
be a set-back for the opposition
loyal to ousted former prime
minister Thaksin Shinawatra. Last
week, a party allied with Thaksin
said its candidate for prime
minister, if it won the election,
would be Princess Ubolratana
Rajakanya Sirivadhana Barnavadi,
the king's older sister. This caused
asensationina country where
the royal family has remained
above politics. REUTERS

At least 14 dead in Buhari
rally stampede in Nigeria

ABUJA: At least 14 people were
reportedly crushed to death on
Tuesday when a stampede
erupted at a campaign rally of
Nigerian President Muhammadu
AGENCIES

Buhari.

has an unparalleled record of

prison breaks, having escaped two high-security prisons in Mexico
before his ultimate capture and extradition to the US

2 The drug lord known as 'El Chapo'

offenders, with many of its 400 inmates held alone for 23 hours a

3 Supermax's hardened buildings house America's most violent

day in tiny cells with furnishings made of reinforced concrete.

UK negotiator hints
Brexit delay possible

LONDON: British lawmakers will
faceastark choice between Prime
Minister Theresa May’s Brexit
deal or a long extension to the
March29deadlineforleavingthe
bloc, the UK’s chief Brexit negoti-
ator was overheard saying in a
Brusselsbar.

Unless May can get a Brexit
deal approved by Parliament, she
will have to decide whether to
delay Brexit or thrust the world’s
fifth largest economy into chaos
by leaving without a deal. May
has repeatedly said the UK will
leave on schedule, with or with-
out a deal, as she tries to get the
EU to reopen the divorce agree-
mentshereachedin November.

But her chief Brexit negotia-
tor, Olly Robbins, was overheard
byanITV correspondent saying
MPs would have to choose

whether to accept a reworked
Brexit deal or a potentially signif-
icant delay. “Got to make them
believe that the week beginning
endof March... Extensionis pos-
siblebutifthey don’t voteforthe
deal then the extensionisalong
one,” ITV quoted Robbins assay-
ing on Monday during a private
conversation. Robbins said hefelt
the fear of a long extension to
Article50-the processofleaving
the EU-mightfocuslawmakers’
minds, ITV said. The spectacle of
oneof May’smost senior officials
undermining her negotiating
positioninahotel barin Brussels
indicates the scale of the UK’s
Brexit crisis that has shocked
bothinvestorsandallies.

It’s unclear why Robbins
wouldmake suchcommentsina
hotel bar. REUTERS
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CAPECANAVERAL FLORIDA:NASA
istryingonelast timeto con-
tactitsrecord-setting Mars
rover Opportunity, before
callingit quits.

Therover hasbeensilent
for eight months, victim of one
ofthemost intense dust
stormsindecades. Thick dust
darkened the sky last summer
and, for months, blocked sun-
light from the spacecraft’s
solarpanels.

NASA said on Tuesday it
willissue afinal series of
recovery commands, on top of
morethan1,000already sent. If
there’snoresponse by
Wednesday —which NASA
suspects will be the case—
Opportunity will be declared

NASAtotry one

dead, 15 years afterarrivingat
thered planet. Team members
arealreadylookingback at
Opportunity’sachievements,
including confirmation water
once flowed on Mars. Opportu-
nity was, by far, the longest-
lastinglander on Mars.
Besidesendurance, the six-
wheeled rover setaroaming
record of45km.

Itsidentical twin, Spirit,
was pronounced dead in 2011,
ayearafterit got stuck in sand
and communication ceased.

Both outlived and outper-
formed expectations, on oppo-
site sides of Mars. The golf
cart-sizerovers were designed
tooperate as geologists for just
three months, after bouncing
onto our planetary neighbour
inside cushioningairbagsin
January 2004. They rocketed

20 killedinattackonlran
Revolutionary Guard bus

ELITE FORCES HIT Al-Qaeda-linked Sunni extremist group Jaish al-Adl blamed

Agencies
= letters@hindustantimes.com

TEHRAN: A suicide bombing target-
ing a bus carrying personnel of
Iran’selite paramilitary Revolu-
tionary GuardforceKkilled atleast
20 people and wounded 20 in the
country’ssoutheast, state media
reported on Wednesday.

Iranianstatemediablamedthe
al-Qaeda-linked Sunni extremist
group Jaish al-Adl. Other semi-
official news agencies also
reported Jaishal-Adl, or “Army
of Justice,” had claimed the
attack.

Theattack cameontheday ofa
US-led conference in Warsaw
that included discussions on
what US describes as Iran’s
malign influence across the
wider Middle-east.Italsocomes
two days after Iran marked the
40th anniversary of its 1979
Islamic Revolution.

The state-run IRNA news
agency, citing what it described
as an “informed source,”
reported theattack onthe Guard
inlIran’s Sistanand Baluchistan
province. The province, which
borders Pakistan and lies on a
major opium trafficking route,
has seen occasional clashes
between Iranian forces and
Baluch separatists, as well as

UN COURT: IRAN
CAN PROCEED T0
RECOVER ASSETS
FROZEN BY US

THE HAGUE: The International
CourtofJusticeruled on Wednes-
day thatIran can proceed with a
bidtorecover billions of dollarsin
frozen assets the US saysmust go
to victims of attacks blamed on
Tehran.

Judges of the UN’s top court
rejected US claims that the case
should be thrown out because
Iranhad “unclean hands” dueto
alleged links to terrorism, and
thatthe tribunal in The Hague did
not have jurisdiction in the law-
suit. The court will hold further
hearings to decide whether Iran
can get back $2 billion frozen by
the US Supreme Courtin 2016.

Abdulgawi Ahmed Yusuf, the
chief judge at the ICJ, said the
court “unanimously rejects the
preliminary objections toadmis-
sibility raised by the United
States of America”.

Thecourtalso “findsthatithas
jurisdiction” torule on the case,
which was filed by Iran in 2016,
Yusuf said after reading of the
judgment. Tran said the freezing
of the funds breached the 1955
Treaty of Amity with the US,
signed before Iran’sIslamic Rev-
olution. AFP

= Members of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard march during a parade.

drugtraffickers.

The Guard isamajor economic
and military power in Iran,
answerable only tothe country’s
supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

WhileIran hasbeenenmeshed
in the wars engulfing Syria and
neighbouringlraq,itlargely has
avoided the bloodshed plaguing
theregion. In 2009, more than 40

people, including six Guard com-
manders, werekilledinasuicide
attack by Sunni extremists in
Sistan and Baluchistan province.
Jundallah, a Sunni extremist
groupstillactiveintheregionon
Iran’s border with Pakistan,
claimed responsibility for that
attack. Jaishal-Adlkidnapped 11
Iranian border guards in Octo-
ber. Five later were returned to

REUTERS FILE

Iran and six remained held. A
coordinated June7,2017Islamic
State assault on Parliament and
theshrine of Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini, the leader of Iran’s
Islamic Revolution. At least 18
people werekilled and more than
50wounded. Anattack onamili-
tary parade in September in
Iran’s oil-rich southwest killed
over 20 and wounded over 60.

BILATERAL BOOST

India-US defence

sales at all-time
high: Pentagon

WASHINGTON: India-US strategic
tiesare advancing at a “historic
pace”, a top US military com-
mander has said, highlighting
the increased interoperability
and information sharingbetween
the two forces and an “all-time
high” in New Delhi’s arms pur-
chasesfrom America.

The signing of COMCASA
(Communications Compatibility
and Security Agreement) and
LEMOA (Logistics Exchange
Memorandum of Agreement)
was cited by Admiral Philip Daw-
son, head of Indo-Pacific Com-
mand, toillustrate interoperabil-
ityandinformationsharing. Ata
Congressional hearing on Mon-
day, he also pointed to India’s
purchases of P-8s marine surveil-
lanceaircraft, C-130Js transport
carriers, Chinook choppers and
M777howitzer.

The strategic partnership
between the two countries, he
said in his opening statement,
“continues to advance at an his-
toric pace as we continue to
increase ourinteroperability and
information-sharing capabili-
ties”. DefencesalestoIndiaareat
an “all-time high”, he added.
India’s defence purchases from

Nato chief to meet Russian foreign
minister to save arms control treaty

Agence France-Presse
= letters@hindustantimes.com

BRUSSELS/WARSAW:Nato secretary-
general Jens Stoltenberg
announced on Wednesday thathe
will hold talks with Russian for-
eignminister Sergei Lavrov this
week, as part of efforts to save a
keyarms control treaty thatison
the point of collapse.

The pair will meet at the
Munich Security Conference,
which starts on Friday, as Nato
tries to persuade Moscow to
abandonanewmissile system the
alliancesaysbreachestheInter-
mediate-Range Nuclear Forces
(INF) Treaty.

The US began the process of
exiting the treaty earlier this
month in response to Moscow’s
deployment of the 9M729 missile,
prompting Russiatoannounceits
ownwithdrawal.

“Iexpecttomeet minister Lav-
rov in Munich, and I think it is
importanttohave dialogue with
Russiaespecially when wefaceso
many difficult issues as we face
today,” Stoltenberg said as he
arrived for a meeting of Nato
defenceministers.

The US withdrawal will only
takeeffectin August, givinga six-
month window tosave thetreaty,

= File photo of Russian military personnel equipping an Iskander tactical missile system at an
international forum in Kubinka near Moscow.

but few expect this tohappenand
Stoltenberg said Nato was
already planning for a “future
without the INF Treaty and with
moremissiles”.

The future of the INF treaty -
and what steps Nato will take to
bolster its defence against new
Russian medium-range missiles
- are top of the agenda for the

Xi to meet US trade officials

BELING: Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping plans to meet top US offi-
cialsin Beijingasthe world’s two
biggest economies rush topatch
up theirtrade differences before
aloomingdeadline.

Xi will meet on Friday with
officialsincluding US Trade Rep-
resentative Robert Lighthizer
and Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin, whoarein the capital
for crunch talks towards a trade
deal, the South China Morning
Postreported on Wednesday. “Xi
isscheduled tomeet both Light-
hizer and Mnuchin on Friday,” it
said, quotingasource briefed on

from Cape Canaveral amonth
apartin 2003.It’sno easier say-
ing goodbye now to Opportu-
nity, than it was to Spirit,
project manager John Callas
told AP.

“It’sjustlikealoved one
who’s gone missing, and you
keepholding out hope that
they will show up and that
they’re healthy,” hesaid. “But
each passingday that dimin-
ishes, and at some point you
havetosay ‘enough’ and move
onwith yourlife.”

Deputy project scientist
Abigail Fraeman wasa
16-year-old high school stu-
dent when Opportunity
landed on Mars; she was inside
the control centre as part ofan
outreach programme.
Inspired, Fraeman went on to
become aplanetary scientist.

thearrangements.

Mnuchin said talks with
China went well on Wednesday.
“So far, so good,” he said, with-
outdivulgingwhohemet. Mnu-
chin said earlier he hoped for
“productive” trade meetings as
the two countries seek to end a
festering dispute that has seen
both sides level tariffs at one
other. US tariffs on $200 billion
worth ofimports from Chinaare
scheduled to rise to 25% from
10% ifthe two sides cannotreach
a deal by a March 1 deadline,
increasing pain and costsin sec-
tors from consumer electronics

toagriculture.

Mnuchin, asked by reporters
as heleft his Beijing hotel what
his hopes were for the visit, said
“productive meetings”. He did
notelaborate.

On Wednesday, White House
press secretary Sarah Sanders
told Fox News that President
Donald Trump is weighing dif-
ferent possibilities on how to
treatthe March 1deadline, add-
ing that the final agreement
depends on Trump and Xi meet-
ing in person. Trump has
already signalled flexibility on
the deadline. AGENCIES

ast time to contact rover Opportunity on Mars

surface of Mars.
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defenceministers’ two-day meet-
ing.

Thecollapse of the 1987 treaty,
which banned missiles with a
range of 500km to 5,500km, has
sparked fearsofanewarmsrace
in Europe. But Stoltenberg said
Nato had nointention of deploy-
ing new nuclear weapons sys-
temsin Europe.

Climate change
could wipe out
Bengal figers

MELBOURNE: Sundarbans, the
iconic Bengal tiger’slast coastal
stronghold and the world’s big-
gest mangrove forest, could be
destroyed by climate change and
rising sea levels over the next 50
years, scientists say.

Spanning more than 10,000
square Kilometres, the Sundar-
bans region of Bangladesh and
Indiais the biggest mangrovefor-
est on Earth, and also the most
critical area for the endangered
Bengal tiger, researchers said.
“Fewer than 4,000 Bengal tigers
are alive today,” said Bill Lau-
rance, a professor at the James
Cook University in Australia.
“That’s areally low number for
the world’s biggest cat, which
used tobefarmoreabundantbut
todayis mainly confined tosmall
areas of India and Bangladesh.”

“Whatismost terrifyingisthat
our analyses suggest tiger habi-
tats in the Sundarbans will van-
ish entirely by 2070,” said Sharif
Mukul, an assistant professor at
Independent University Bangla-
desh. Theresearchersused com-
puter simulations to assess the
future suitability of the low-lying
Sundarban region for tigers and
their prey species, using main-
stream estimates of climatic
trendsfrom the Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change.
Their analyses included factors
such asextreme weather events
and sea-levelrise.

“Beyond climate change, the
Sundarbans are under growing
pressure from industrial devel-
opments, newroads, and greater
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USTO SEND MORE
TROOPSTOPOLAND

The US plans to expand its troop
presence in Poland beyond the
current 4,000-strong contingent
deployed to counter a resurgent
Russia, Washington’s ambassa-
dor to Warsaw, Georgette Mos-
bacher, said on Wednesday ahead
ofasecurity conference.

SYRIA ENDGAME

TOP US COMMANDER
SAYS THE TWO NATIONS
CAN PREVENT
ADVERSARIES FROM
ESTABLISHING MILITARY
PRESENCE INTHE INDIAN
OCEAN THAT THREATENS
SECURITY OF TRADEAND

S

the US have gone up from zero a
decadeagoto$18billionandithas
been cited often by officials of
both countries as proofoftherap-
idly growing strategic ties.

In 2018, the US renamed its
PacificCommand asIndo-Pacific
Command as a nod to ties with
India.

Thetwo countries participated
infivemajor exercises, executed
more than 50 other military
exchanges” that year.

COMCASA was signed at the
first 2+2 ministerial that took
place in New Delhi last Septem-
ber. LEMOA was signed before.

The two so-called “enabling
agreements” or “foundational
agreements” will enable the two
militaries to share encrypted
communication and draw logis-
tics help from each other.

Snap polls likely in
Spain after govt
loses budget vote

MADRID: Spain’s Parliament
rejected a draft 2019 budget on
Wednesday after Catalan separa-
tiststurned their back on the gov-
ernment, pushing the country
closetoanearlynational election
amid anincreasingly fragmented
political landscape.

Sources in the government
and the Socialist party of Prime
Minister Pedro Sancheztold Reu-
ters on Tuesday that he would
callasnapelectionifthedraft was
rejected, with April 14 or April 28
the mostlikely dates. An official
in Sanchez’s office said that he
would make his decision known
after he chairs a weekly cabinet
meetingon Friday.

Theeurozone’sfourth-largest
economy, Spainemergedin2013
fromadeep economic slump but
has been plagued since by grow-
ingpolitical volatility, driven by
deep divisions over Catalonia’s
independence drive and emer-
gence of several new parties.

Smilingbutnotsayingaword,
Sanchezleft Parliamentstraight
afterlosingthe budget vote, while
opposition parties urged him to
call elections immediately. “Mr
Sanchez, that’senough, it’sover
... call elections now!” said the
head of the centre-right Ciudad-
anos AlbertRivera. REUTERS

Hundreds flee from
war zone in Baghouz

NEARBAGHOUZ: The ferocious bat-
tlefortheIslamic State’slastbas-
tion in eastern Syria entered its
fifth day on Wednesday, as
exhausted families left the ever
shrinking scrap of land where
holdout jihadists have been
boxedin by Kurdish-led forces.
Hundreds fled day and night
from Baghouz, near the enclave
where diehard IS fighters are
making their last stand, as
plumes of grey smoke billowed
intothesky overtheflat, desolate
town. The group declareda cross-
border “caliphate” in Syria and
Iraqin2014, but various military
campaigns have chippeditsterri-
tory down toless than four square
kilometres on the Iraqgiborder.
After a pause of more than a
week to allow out civilians, the
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF)
declared afinal push toretakethe

ists on Saturday, aided by the
warplanes and artillery of a
US-led coalition.

SDF spokesman Mustefa Bali
said on Tuesday that600 civilians
had fled the combat zone over-
nightand the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights, a Britain-
based war monitor, said another
350madeitoutthatday.

Half a dozen among the new
arrivalswereadultmen. Therest
were women, pantingafter their
long trudge out of Baghouz, and
young children with dirty hair.

Abouthalfwere Ukrainian or
Russian women and their chil-
dren, while most of the others
were Syrian. A 34-year-old
woman from Crimea tore pieces
of bread to give her three chil-
dren. She identified herself as
Umm Khaled and said she came

to Syria five years ago after

toflan frﬁ the extrem-
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