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Anand
Teltumbde,
rights activist

Academic and columnist Anand Tel-
tumbde is not only one of India’s fore-
most public intellectuals, he is also so-
meone known for speaking truth to
power. In his column ‘Margin Speak’ in
the Economic and Political Weekly, he
has been scathing in his criticism of the
Narendra Modi government, especially
over issues of social welfare, communal
harmony, and the persecution of social
activists.

Why was he arrested?

On August 29 last year, Mr. Teltumbde
himself became the target of state ac-
tion when law enforcement officials
raided his home in Goa, where he is a fa-
culty member of the Goa Institute of
Management. The raid was reportedly
in connection with his alleged links to
the Bhima Koregaon violence of January
1, 2018. The Maharashtra police also
claimed that he was involved in a Maoist
plot to assassinate Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi. It booked him under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, a

law that makes it extremely difficult for
the accused to obtain bail. Mr. Tel-
tumbde has rubbished these allega-
tions. He approached the Supreme
Court to have the First Information Re-
port (FIR) against him quashed. On Ja-
nuary 14 this year, the Supreme Court
refused to quash the FIR, but gave him
four weeks to apply for anticipatory
bail. On February 1, a Pune court reject-
ed his application for anticipatory bail,
with the additional sessions judge K.D.
Vadane observing that “there is suffi-
cient material collected by the investi-
gating officer to show the involvement
of the present accused in the commis-
sion of the offence.”

Mr. Teltumbde then appealed to the
Bombay High Court, and it was
while he was travelling to Mumbai
to meet his lawyer that the Pune
police arrested him at the air-
port at 3.30 a.m. on February
3. The arrest sparked imme-
diate outrage on social media
as the Supreme Court’s pro-

tection against arrest was in force till Fe-
bruary 11. When he was produced in
court later that day, the same judge who
had rejected his bail application or-
dered his immediate release, noting
that the Supreme Court’s order “is an
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umbrella protection for four weeks and
[Mr.] Teltumbde can avail himself of all
options available to him within this
period.”

Where does he hail from?

Mr. Teltumbde was born in a small vil-
lage called Rajur in Maharashtra’s Yavat-
mal district. After a degree in Mechani-
cal Engineering and a Ph.D. in
cybernetic modelling, he enjoyed a suc-
cessful career as a management profes-
sional. But alongside that, Mr. Tel-
tumbde was a civil rights activist. In his
writings, he combines an Ambedkarite
perspective with a Marxist understand-
ing of political economy. His books,
most notably Khairlanji: A Strange and
Bitter Crop and Republic of Caste,
are a searing indictment of the In-
dian republic’s failure to serious-
ly confront the challenges of

caste violence and injustice.

Where does he stand?
On January 1, 2018, when

lakhs of Dalits gathered at the Bhima Ko-
regaon war memorial to celebrate the
200th anniversary of the 1818 Battle of
Koregaon, violence broke out, and one
person was killed. The police said the
violence was incited by participants of
the Elgaar Parishad, held by 260 non-
profit groups on December 31, 2017 in
Pune’s Shaniwar wada. Ten activists
and intellectuals were arrested on the
charges of having Maoist links, instigat-
ing the Bhima Koregaon violence and
plotting to assassinate the Prime Minis-
ter. The police want to add Mr. Tel-
tumbde to the list of arrested suspects.

What lies in store?

On February 11, the Bombay High Court
extended Mr. Teltumbde’s interim pro-
tection against arrest till February 22.
Mr. Teltumbde has maintained that the
charges are fabricated, and represent
nothing but an attempt to clamp down
on dissent.

G. SAMPATH

The lowdown
on National
Security Act

farm sop will
be hard to
implement?

WHAT IS IT? On February 8, the Con-

gress-led government in
Madhya Pradesh invoked the National
Security Act (NSA) against three men ac-
cused of killing a cow near Kharkhali vil-
lage. This and a spate of recent cases, in
which different State governments have
invoked the stringent provisions of the
NSA to detain citizens for questionable
offences, have brought the focus back

What does the scheme offer?

m The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi scheme, announced in the Budget
earlier this month, aims to give 36,000 a
year to 12 crore farmer families who
own up to two hectares of cultivable
land.

What are the challenges?

m The number of beneficiaries comes
from the number of land holdings of
two hectares or less, according to the
last agricultural land census. However,
the guidelines say a single family may
hold multiple land parcels, which will
be pooled to determine their eligibility
for the benefit. Similarly, even landhold-
ings bigger than two hectares, if owned
by multiple families, will make them
eligible for the scheme. For example, if
five brothers jointly own a single 10 hec-
tare holding, each of them will be eligi-
ble for the scheme. However, if the
members of a single family unit each
own three one-hectare holdings, they
will not be eligible. “This is a mess,” says

on the potential abuse of the controver-
sial law. Put simply, the NSA empowers
the Centre or a State government to de-
tain a person to prevent him from acting
in any manner prejudicial to national
security. The government can also de-
tain a person to prevent him from dis-
rupting public order or for maintenance
of supplies and services essential to the
community. The maximum period for
which one may be detained is 12
months. But the term can be extended if
the government finds fresh evidence.

Preventive deten-
tion laws in India
date back to early
days of the colonial era when the Bengal
Regulation III of 1818 was enacted to em-
power the government to arrest anyone
for defence or maintenance of public or-
der without giving the person recourse
to judicial proceedings. A century later,
the British government enacted the
Rowlatt Acts of 1919 that allowed con-

HOW DID IT
COME ABOUT?

Vikas Rawal, a professor at JNU’s Centre
for Economic Studies and Planning,
who specialises in agriculture econom-
ics. He says it will be difficult to use ex-
isting land records to determine benefi-
ciaries. “Land records are held
individually. How do you know which
family holds how much land?” For the
purposes of this scheme, family units
are being defined as a husband, wife
and minor children. Local administra-
tions are more familiar with the unit of
the household — which is used by most
other government surveys and schemes
— defined as a group living together and
eating meals from a common kitchen.

What is the status of land records?

m States have been implementing the
Digital India Land Records Modernisa-
tion Programme for more than a de-
cade. While several States claim to have
completed computerisation of their
land records, others have not even be-
gun the process. However, digitisation
does not mean the data have been up-

finement of a suspect without trial.
Post-independence India got its first
preventive detention rule when the go-
vernment of Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru enacted the Preventive Deten-
tion Act of 1950. The NSA is a close iter-
ation of the 1950 Act. After the Preven-
tive Detention Act expired on December
31, 1969, the then Prime Minister, Indira
Gandhi, brought in the controversial
Maintenance of Internal Security Act
(MISA) in 1971 giving similar powers to
the government. Though the MISA was
repealed in 1977 after the Janata Party
came to power, the successive govern-
ment, led by Mrs. Gandhi, brought in
the NSA.

WHY DOES IT In the normal
MATTER? course, if a person is ar-

rested, he or she is gua-
ranteed certain basic rights. These in-
clude the right to be informed of the
reason for the arrest. Section 50 of the
Criminal Procedure Code (Cr.PC) man-

dated. Experts say many land records
are updated only when the land is sold
and only if the transaction is legally re-
gistered. Inherited land may still be re-
gistered in a parent or grandparent’s
name. Multiple government depart-
ments hold the documents required to
establish land ownership — the Registra-
tion Department maintains sale deeds,
but maps are kept by the Survey Depart-
ment, while the Revenue Department
keeps property tax receipts. Verifying
ownership claims is thus a daunting
task. States have been asked to overhaul
their land databases immediately in

dates that the person arrested has to be
informed of the grounds of arrest, and
the right to bail. Sections 56 and 76 of
the Cr. PC also provides that a person
has to be produced before a court with-
in 24 hours of arrest. Additionally, Arti-
cle 22(1) of the Constitution says an ar-
rested person cannot be denied the
right to consult, and to be defended by,
a legal practitioner of his choice. But
none of these rights are available to a
person detained under the NSA. A per-
son could be kept in the dark about the
reasons for his arrest for up to five days,
and in exceptional circumstances not la-
ter than 10 days. Even when providing
the grounds for arrest, the government
can withhold information which it con-
siders to be against public interest to
disclose. The arrested person is also not
entitled to the aid of any legal practi-
tioner in any matter connected with the
proceedings before an advisory board,
which is constituted by the government
for dealing with NSA cases.

preparation for the scheme, which aims
to pay out its first instalment of ¥2,000
by March 31, before the Lok Sabha
election.

What happened in Telangana?

m However, the example of Telangana
shows this may be an unrealistic time
line. Despite an advanced state of pro-
gress in digitisation, the State took over
three months to update its databases
before implementing its own farmer in-
come support scheme before its As-
sembly election last year. Since its
payout was given per acre owned, rath-
er than per family unit, it was a simpler
process to identify beneficiaries on the
basis of land records. Yet, researchers
say almost 10 lakh beneficiaries — of a
total 54 lakh — were left out of the initial
instalment, as the State scrambled to
update records.

What about community farmers?
mThe scheme notes that land owner-
ship rights are community-based in ma-

WHAT LIES The National Crime
AHEAD? Records Bureau
(NCRB), which collects

and analyses crime data in the country,
does not include cases under the NSA in
its data as no FIRs are registered.
Hence, no figures are available for the
exact number of detentions under the
NSA. In January, the BJP government in
Uttar Pradesh arrested three persons
under the NSA in connection with an al-
leged cow-slaughter incident in Buland-
shahr. In December last year, a Manipur
journalist, who had posted an alleged
offensive Facebook post on the Chief Mi-
nister, was detained for 12 months un-
der the NSA. Experts say these cases
point to the fact that governments so-
metimes use it as an extra-judicial pow-
er. It is time to reconsider the law, they
argue, because in four decades of its ex-
istence, the NSA has been in the news
for all the wrong reasons.

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH

ny northeastern States and promises
that an alternative method of benefici-
ary identification will be developed. Ho-
wever, many Adivasi communities in
other States also cultivate land without
individual rights, and may be left out of
the scheme, although they are among
the most vulnerable. Tenant farmers
are also not included in the scheme, as
they do not own the land they cultivate.
With tenancy being as high as 60% in
some areas, this could lead to resent-
ment if absentee landlords receive be-
nefits under the scheme.

Is payment infrastructure in place?

m The government intends to pay benef-
iciaries through a direct transfer to their
bank accounts. From the second instal-
ment, Aadhaar numbers will be com-
pulsory to access benefits. Previous wel-
fare schemes requiring Aadhaar
verification have faced significant hur-
dles in some rural areas.
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Terror strikes: At least 40 Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel
were killed on Thursday when a convoy
in which they were travelling was
attacked near Awantipora on the
Srinagar-Jammu Highway. A suicide
bomber of the Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) rammed an explosives-laden
vehicle into one of the convoy's buses. It
was the deadliest attack in terms of
casualties in three decades of militancy
in Jammu and Kashmir. About 2,500
personnel of the 92,17 and 54
battalions of the CRPF were travelling
to the Valley at the time of the ambush.
Home Minister Rajnath Singh blamed
the "Pakistan-based, Pakistan-backed"
elements for the “dastardly" attack. On
Friday, the Indian government withdrew
the Most Favoured Nation status given
to Pakistan in 1996. Agencies said this
move would hurt Pakistan's exports to
India which stood at $488.5 million in
2017-18. Pictures show the damaged
CRPF bus at the site of the attack in
Pulwama district, and the injured being
carried to hospital. =nissAr AHMAD
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In Maharashtra,
protecting a
sanctuary

Maharashtra

(® THANE CREEK

An environment clearance to the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad high-speed train corri-
dor has put the spotlight on the Thane
Creek Flamingo Sanctuary (TCFS) in
Mumbeai.

What happened?

A committee, chaired by Union Envi-
ronment Minister Harsh Vardhan, has
accorded wildlife clearance to the pro-
ject which will encroach upon the TCFS
and the Sanjay Gandhi National Park,
home to leopards, in Mumbai. The pro-

posal involves diverting 3.2 hectares of
forestland from the TCFS and 97.5 hec-
tares of land close to the boundary of
the forest’s protected area. The high-
speed train corridor or ‘bullet train pro-
ject’ was inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Japanese coun-
terpart Shinzo Abe in Ahmedabad in
September, 2017. It is expected to be
ready by 2022. Ever since the project
was conceived, there have been con-
cerns about the impact of the construc-
tion, which will create enormous de-
bris, on the sanctuary and the national
park. The drilling of underground tun-
nels will lead to sound pollution which
will disturb the tranquillity of the sanc-
tuary. The project will entail cutting
down several mangrove trees, a natural
flood barrier. In the aftermath of the
2005 floods, environmentalists spoke
out against the declining mangrove cov-
er for land reclamation projects.

How big is the sanctuary?
The TCFS consists of 896 hectares of

mangrove forests and 794 hectares of
waterbodies. It is on the western bank
of the creek, between the Airoli and the
Vashi bridges connecting Mumbai and
Navi Mumbai. It came into being in Au-
gust 2015 and is Maharashtra’s second
marine sanctuary, after Malvan.

The TCFS has been attracting flamin-
gos in large numbers since 1994. By No-
vember every year, over 30,000 flamin-
gos, along with their chicks, occupy the
mudflats and the bordering mangroves.
They stay till May, after which most of
them migrate to Bhuj in Gujarat for
breeding, leaving a small resident popu-
lation. Besides supporting a large con-

gregation of flamingos, the area is a re-
fuge for many resident and migratory
birds. In all, 200 species have been re-
ported, even globally threatened spe-
cies such as the greater spotted eagle
and others such as osprey. Other birds
found here are the Pied avocet, western
reef heron, black-headed ibis, common
redshank, marsh sandpiper, common
greenshank, curlew sandpiper, brown-
headed gull, whiskered, gull-billed, Cas-
pian and little terns. The white-bellied
sea eagle and Eurasian marsh harrier
have been spotted too.

Are there any remedial measures?

While according permission, the Na-
tional Board for Wildlife has laid several
conditions. The project developers
should provide an alternate site and
funds for penal plantation of at least five
times the number of mangrove plants
anticipated to be lost. Because the pro-
ject also encroaches upon the Sanjay
Gandhi National Park in Borivili, deve-
lopers have to construct under-passes

to enable smooth movement of wild ani-
mals. An existing quarry would have to
be closed and a natural stormwater
drainage stream, passing through the
culvert system, would have to be res-
tored and kept free of any obstruction.

Are these steps adequate?

In general, any foray into wildlife sanc-
tuaries is pernicious. The project plan
of the corridor involves drilling a 7-km-
long undersea tunnel to avoid damaging
the forest and several of the mitigating
measures could go a long way to encour-
age flamingos and other birds to conti-
nue visiting the sanctuary. However en-
vironmentalists say they aren’t
confident that mitigation work will be
taken seriously. The ongoing Mumbai
Metro Project has adversely impacted
the Aarey Forest and destroyed man-
groves and wetlands in Uran and the
Sion-Panvel Highway, according to
ecologists.

JACOB KOSHY
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The need to go beyond anglophone models

The main point of a democracy is to enable the maximum number of citizens to be and feel represented

THE CONTROVERSIAL INDIAN

TABISH KHAIR
is an Indian novelist and academic
who works in Denmark

The controversy rages in intellectual
and society circles of India: do we need
to replace the model of democracy that
we have with the presidential model? It
is a sad controversy, because it under-
lines the fact that the Indian thinking
classes can seldom think beyond the
U.K. and U.S. models. The fact remains
that neither the U.K.-inspired prime mi-
nisterial model nor the U.S.-inspired
presidential model pass muster. They
both fail for the same reason: they do
not allow the majority to have a voice.
This, by definition, is a fault that any de-
mocracy cannot overlook.

Lack of representation
In India, some people opposed to the

BJP have started promoting the idea of a
U.S.-based presidential system. One of
the reasons is that the U.K.-inspired
winner-takes-all model basically en-
sures that the majority of votes is lost.
These reformers are motivated by the
fact that even though the BJP won only
31% of the votes in the 2014 general elec-
tion, it obtained a clear majority in the
Lok Sabha. The NDA won 38.5% of the
votes. This indicates that 61.5% of the
votes that were cast were for parties
that were not part of the NDA. The
38.5% figure appears even lower when
one realises that the overall turnout in
the election was 66.38%.

But this was nothing unusual. In
2009, the Congress-led UPA came to
power with the Congress winning only
28.55% of the votes against the BJP’s
18.80%. If we consider the alliances,
then too the majority of voters had vot-
ed for other parties than the UPA that
came to power.

What this means is that the majority
of votes cast in the last two general elec-
tions in India have been cast against the
coalition or the party that came to pow-
er. This is worrying. And it has to do

Let them eat JAM

Who said food, jobs, and money matter? This is the age of Digital India

G. SAMPATH
is Social Affairs Editor, The Hindu

I know a lot of people are disturbed by
a report alleging that India’s unem-
ployment rate is at a 45-year high. My
message to them: Relax! It’s nonsense.

The only thing anyone can logically
infer from this SSO-called survey is
that the government doesn’t have the
data to show that India’s unemploy-
ment rate has been declining steadily
since May 2014, before plunging in De-
cember 2018 to its lowest ever since
the time of Chandragupta Maurya. In
other words, this is a data problem,
not an employment problem.

The Indian ocean of employment
Just because we don’t have data to
show 0% unemployment doesn’t
mean that India’s unemployment is
not 0%. It only means that the govern-
ment has been creating so many jobs
so quickly that data generation hasn’t
kept pace with employment genera-
tion. Only an idiot will complain if his
government is more focussed on job
creation than in recording data about
the trillions of jobs that it is creating on
a daily basis.

Also, the first sign of high unem-
ployment is social unrest. When was
the last time you saw someone protest-
ing, or even waving a black flag at the
Prime Minister? On the contrary, peo-
ple are so happy with the government
that they are voluntarily handing over
their black underwear, black hankies,
and black socks to the police every
time they come in proximity to a mi-
nisterial convoy.

Look around. Do you see anyone sit-
ting idle? I don’t. Everywhere I look,
people are busy on Facebook, Twitter,
WhatsApp, PayTM, Snapchat, Snap-

GETTY IMAGES/ ISTOCK

deal, or Snapdragon, toiling 24x7 to
make India the world’s largest produc-
er of data.

Add to this the billions of Indians
working as Transportation Managers
for Ola and Uber, and the billion more
working as Senior Delivery Executives
for Swiggy, Zomato, Amazon, and Flip-
kart. You are practically looking at ne-
gative unemployment: meaning, not
only does every Indian have a job, they
actually have two or three jobs each.
So, if the NSSO survey was any good, it
would have shown India’s unemploy-
ment rate to be around minus 200%.

Take someone like me. I already
have a day job. But even I do a second
shift at night for Netflix, manufactur-
ing trillions of bytes of user-generated
data without even taking a salary. Why
do I do that? Because I am a hard-
working Indian who knows that data is
oil and every bit of data that I produce
will reduce global oil prices by increas-
ing the supply so that aggregate de-
mand is reduced, thereby enabling our
government to help the poor by hiking
fuel prices only once a day.

But I am a modest drop in the In-
dian ocean of employment, though
not a drop to be ignored. I am sorry to
go public with this but I am really as-
tonished that no one from the NSSO
contacted me to ask me if I was em-
ployed or not, which goes to show how
flawed its methodology is. In my entire
working life, I have never been includ-
ed in any NSSO survey, ever. Isn’t that
odd? Not just me, no one in my entire
extended family has ever been a part
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with the British model of ‘winner takes
all’. While this model might or might
not work in Britain, it is particularly
problematic in India, which is a much
larger nation with far more variety and
differences. The fact that more than
60% of the votes cast in India in recent
years are habitually disregarded is a ve-
ry serious problem. It adds to feelings of
resentment and lack of representation
in many regions and sections of society.

To this extent, critique of the prime
ministerial system is justified. But is the

U.S.-inspired presidential system the so-
lution? Let us look at the last presiden-
tial election in the U.S. It is widely
known that Hillary Clinton won 48.2%
of the votes cast, while Donald Trump
won only 46.1%. But Mr. Trump is today
the U.S. President. If you factor in the
election of senators, once again you
have a scenario where the majority of
voters do not find appropriate
representation.

Obviously, the problem of a majority
of votes being lost is bigger under the

of an NSSO survey. In fact, I know no-
body — not one person — who has been
asked to fill out a questionnaire by an
NSSO team. Now, I am not suggesting
that NSSO, like the Abominable Snow-
man, doesn’t really exist. But clearly,
there are enough reasons to view its
numbers with suspicion, before dis-
missing them outright.

Had the NSSO been a truly neutral
institution, its unemployment survey
would have reached out to the em-
ployed as well, to get their side of the
story. But it did not. No wonder its re-
port was not approved by the ap-
proved approvers.

What truly matters

Also, a major point that’s gotten lost in
all the controversy is that job creation
is a very minor matter. Any Tom, Dick
or Rahul can do that. What’s much
more important, and also the biggest
achievement of this government, is en-
suring that every single Indian has a
unique identity, and not just a unique
identity, but also a Jan Dhan bank ac-
count and mobile number linked to
that identity. This innovative focus on
the holy trinity of Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-
Mobile (JAM) has been praised by Mar-
keting Vishwaguru Sri Kotler-ji as the
‘Not Jobs but JAM’ approach to
development.

Contrary to what common sense
might tell you, it doesn’t matter wheth-
er people have food, jobs, or money.
These obsessions are so analog they
are practically 19th century. We are in
Digital India now. What people need in
Digital India are the bare digital neces-
sities for survival in the digital econo-
my: a digital ID, a bank account to dig-
itally convert government cash
transfers into insurance premiums
and channel them into equity markets,
and an Internet connection accessible
via mobile phone. This is the JAM that
India’s starving millions need today.
How can anyone not be grateful to a
government that has done more than
any of its predecessors to deliver JAM
to India’s 99%?

U.K.-style winner-takes-all prime minis-
terial system, but the U.S.-style presi-
dential system does not resolve the is-
sue. Once again, the majority is not
represented — and democracy is all
about representation of the majority.

I think this problem of the majority of
votes being wasted is more of an issue in
a country like India, which has far more
economic, cultural and ethnic diversity
than either the U.K. or the U.S. To feel
largely unrepresented in India is a grea-
ter problem than to feel largely unrepre-
sented in those countries where eco-
nomic, regional and even cultural gaps
are smaller. But in any case, it is a major
problem in any democracy.

Proportional representation

Which means we return to my original
complaint: that the Indian thinking
classes cannot think beyond the U.K.
and U.S. models. Surely, there are other
options? For example, many developed
European nations work with very diffe-
rent models, most of which ensure pro-
portional representation. Here you do
not have a winner-takes-all U.K. model
or a slanted U.S. electoral college mo-

del. Instead, political parties, with a gi-
ven cut-off limit, are represented in Par-
liament largely on the basis of the
percentage of votes that they win. (Or,
as in France’s more problematic presi-
dential model, there is at least a narrow-
ing down of the choice over successive
rounds of voting.)

It is not that difficult to allot a number
of seats to a percentage of votes. For in-
stance, 3% of the votes won can mean 5
or 10 or 12 seats. And this multiplies
with every 3%. The only thing it requires
is a graded list of politicians published
by a political party in advance, so that
when a party wins, say, five seats, the
first five candidates listed by the party
enter Parliament.

One advantage of this system is a re-
duction of the ‘celebrity’ factor, though
countries like Denmark also allow for
the personal popularity of individual
politicians to be rewarded. I don’t see
why a reworking of such options would
not be far better that either the U.K.- or
U.S.-inspired ‘anglophone’ models. Af-
ter all, the main point of a democracy is
to enable the maximum number of citi-
zens to be and feel represented.

[n the Chishti shrine in Ajmer

Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti attracted kings and peasants alike to his discourses

RANA SAFVI
is a historian, author and blogger
documenting India’s syncretic culture

The name Ajmer immediately con-
jures up a vision of Khwaja Garib Na-
waz and his dargah. It reminds me of
the saint Moinuddin Hasan Chishti,
who was generous like the sea and hos-
pitable like the earth. Today, his dar-
gah, with its saintly white dome and
golden crown, hosts millions of devo-
tees who soak in the generosity of his
blessings. It was this affection and love
for all of humanity that earned Moi-
nuddin Hasan Chishti the name Khwa-
ja Garib Nawaz, or cherisher of the
poOr.

Devotees from far and wide
Moinuddin Hasan Chishti was born in
Sijistan (modern-day Sistan) in Iran in
1141-42 CE. After receiving Khilafat at
the age of 52 from Sheikh Usman Hara-
wani, he went on Hajj to Mecca and
Medina. While he was praying in the
Prophet’s mosque in Medina, the
Khwaja is said to have heard the Pro-
phet telling him to go to Hindustan and
to the city of Ajmer.

At that time, he had no idea where
Ajmer was. However, he proceeded via
Baghdad and Herat to Lahore and
thence to Delhi and Ajmer. Muizuddin
Muhammad bin Sam of Ghor had al-
ready defeated Prithviraj Chauhan and
established his rule in Delhi. Khwaja
Moinuddin Chishti started living and
preaching in Ajmer. His instructive dis-
courses, full of spiritual insights, soon
drew the local populace as well as
kings and nobles and peasants and the
poor from far and wide.

The shrine has been visited by Mu-
hammad bin Tughlaq, Sher Shah Suri,
Akbar, Jahangir, Shah Jahan, Dara Shu-

Should the state leave religion alone?

There is no simple yes or no answer to this question. Much depends on what we mean by the term religion

THE PUBLIC EYE

RAJEEV BHARGAVA
is Professor, Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies, New Delhi

The Sabarimala judgment and its after-
math have brought the issue of state in-
tervention in religion back to the table:
should governments leave religion
alone, instead of interfering in it? Much
depends on what one means by reli-
gion.

In one sense, religion refers to that
aspect of human life where we relate to
the transcendent, through personal be-
lief or collective practice. This transcen-
dent entity can be seen either as exist-
ing within human persons or outside
them, in the highest possible realm. Re-
ligion then largely consists of spiritual
exercises by which one digs deeper or
goes higher. A mind-boggling variety of
ways to carry out these exercises exist —
god-dependent, gods and goddesses-de-
pendent, or entirely independent of
god. Let us just call this religion faith. To
the question, should governments leave
faith alone, the answer simply has to be

CM
K

a resounding yes. Not that the govern-
ment’s interference is always unwar-
ranted. For example, if collective rituals
involve human sacrifice, then states
should intervene. The point is that there
must be a general presumption that go-
vernments must not interfere in faith.

Intervening in organised religion

However, it is commonplace that as
faith communities become large, they
feel the need to be rule-bound; in order
to become stable and self-sustaining,
they institutionalise themselves. But in-
stitutionalisation often involves the in-
troduction of hierarchical relations of
power and status. Some people in this
relation have more power and status,
are ‘more equal’ than others. They sys-
tematise beliefs surrounding spiritual
exercises into explicit doctrines. They
insist on doctrinal purity and lay down
strict but spurious rules that split fol-
lowers into the normal and the deviant.
They fix violent and exclusionary penal-
ties for the ‘deviants’ and thereby ma-
nufacture gated communities with ro-
bust notions of who is inside and who is
outside. Concepts of heresy and infidel-
ity are generated and a whole society in-
fested with persecution comes into be-
ing. In this second sense, religion refers
to institutionalised faith communities,
such as the those headed by a church,

math or sangha. Now, spiritual exercis-
es cannot be undertaken without be-
longing to such strongly institutional-
ised religion. Should the state allow
discrimination, exclusion, marginalisa-
tion, humiliation, oppression, or perse-
cution by elite-controlled religious insti-
tutions, or instead ensure that those
within the faith community lead a free,
dignified life? My view on this is crystal
clear. A government must, albeit with
great care and sensitivity, intervene in
organised religion to prevent any prac-
tices of domination within it. It should
also inhibit any attempt on its part to
dominate members of other religious

communities.

There is, however, a third sense in
which the term religion is used, one that
refers neither only to faith, nor to po-
werful institutions that order and con-
trol it, but instead to historically trans-
mitted traditions, indeed to an entire
way of life. Thus, people frequently say
that Hinduism is not a religion in the
conventional sense but is rather a way
of life. But if religion is a whole way of
life and if this entails the breakdown of
the very distinction between religion
and society or religion and culture, then
all relations of hierarchy and domina-
tion that are found in society are also
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koh, Jahanara Begum and Aurangzeb,
among many others. Even today, film-
stars and heads of states, both the rich
and the poor make a pilgrimage to the
shrine.

Construction and additions

The original dargah was made of
wood, write Carl W. Ernst and Bruce B.
Lawrence in Sufi Martyrs of Love. A
stone canopy was built over it later.
When Mahmud Khilji, the Sultan of
Malwa, conquered Ajmer in 1455, no
concrete structure had been built over
the grave of Khwaja Moinuddin
Chishti.

The first concrete evidence we get
of construction in the dargah complex
is the cupola of the shrine that was em-
bellished in 1532, as indicated in an in-
scription written in golden letters in
the northern wall of the tomb. This is
the beautiful dome we see today. In
keeping with Indo-Islamic architec-
ture, a lotus adorns the dome and a
golden crown offered by Nawab Haid-
er Ali Khan of Rampur sits on top of it.

Most of the additions made to the
shrine were done during the reign of
Akbar, by the emperor himself. Akbar
first visited the shrine in 1562 after he
heard wandering minstrels singing the
praise of Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti as
he was returning from a hunt. He de-
cided to proceed to Ajmer immediate-
ly. Thus began his annual pilgrimage.

In 1568, Akbar offered a degh, or
brass cauldron, for cooking of langar.
This was ensconced at the entrance.

subsumed under ‘religion’. In this con-
ception of Hinduism as a way of life,
caste or gender hierarchies are as reli-
gious as they are social. Caste domina-
tion or gender violence then become in-
tegral to Hinduism. How can a state that
has accepted freedom and equality as
one of its founding principles turn a
blind eye to these oppressive practices
within the Hindu way of life? In short, if
religion is conceived as a way of life,
then the state is duty-bound to inter-
vene in religion. Here, the answer to the
question, should the government leave
religion alone, must be an even more ca-
tegorical no.

Keeping a principled distance
It is because religion is a complex and
morally ambivalent phenomenon that
there cannot be a single, emphatic yes
or no answer to the question raised
above. In my own work over decades, I
have consistently maintained that a
strict separation between state and reli-
gion is not desirable. The state can
neither take the view that it will control
all aspects of religion, nor that it will
have nothing to do with it; that no mat-
ter what happens, it will always keep re-
ligion at an arm’s length. The state must
keep, what I have called, a principled
distance from all religions.

What does it entail for law and public

Another cauldron was offered by Ja-
hangir in 1614. It is placed opposite the
first cauldron. Both cauldrons are in
use today. Devotees offer sacks of rice
and wheat for the gruel that is cooked
here. Only vegetarian food is cooked in
this dargah.

Akbar gave instructions to build
mosques and khangahs in Ajmer in
1569. The Akbari mosque of red sand-
stone is probably a result of those or-
ders. An elegant mosque was also built
by Shah Jahan in 1637 and is to the west
of the shrine, along with the Shah Jaha-
ni Darwaza.

A sense of peace

I walked into the dargah through the
dargah bazaar and through the well-
decorated Nizami Gate, which is yel-
low with floral designs. This was built
in 1911 by British engineers at the beh-
est of the Nizam of Hyderabad. The
Naqqar Khana, or drum house, is next
to it. It is from here that ensembles
would have once played music to greet
visitors to the Khwaja’s threshold. A
huge silver chandelier hangs here.
This was presented by the Golden
Temple committee to the dargah.

From here I walked through the
courtyards into the Thaata Noorani, or
Quarter of Light, where the main
shrine is located. The smell of incense
and flowers greeted me.

A railing around the main shrine
was offered by Jahanara Begum, the
Sufi princess and daughter of Shah Ja-
han. Jahanara Begum also built a small
platform in front of the other door that
is known as Begumi Chabutra after her
title of Padshah Begum.

There are two doors that go into the
main sanctum. Devotees enter it with
baskets of flowers, chadors to be of-
fered to the Khwaja. As we wait our
turn to enter the dargah, a sense of
peace prevails. This is one dargah
where women are allowed. A silver
and mother of pearl canopy offered by
Jahangir can be seen on four silver
posts above the cenotaph. The rest of
it is covered in flowers and chadors.

policy in relation to religion? On the
principled distance view, there is abso-
lutely no need for a state to have any law
or public policy pertaining to matters of
faith untainted by control, hierarchy or
exclusion. A state must not interfere in
what faith we have and how it is prac-
tised. Faith in god, gods and goddesses
or in god-independent human qualities
such as reason must remain free from
interference. But equally, a just, egali-
tarian, and freedom-sensitive state can-
not abandon its obligation to remove
the residue of intra- or inter-religious
domination from its society. This is why
laws that prohibit triple talaq or lift res-
trictions on women to enter temples
such as Sabarimala must be enacted.
Customs that demean or humiliate wo-
men must go.

I have consistently argued that this is
precisely how secularism is conceived
in India: not as a political perspective
that permits authoritarian control of re-
ligion by the state; nor one that encour-
ages a libertarian hands-off approach
towards it; but as one that promotes a
nuanced and flexible policy of value-
based political or legal decision on
whether or not to intervene in religion.
This principled distance variety of secu-
larism is the unique ethical stance of the
Indian Constitution, a gift from India to
the rest of the world.
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THE RAFALE DEAL is unravelling faster
than the BJP expected. If the govern-
ment and the ruling party thought that
they could keep the lid on the most
opaque defence purchase in recent
times, they were wrong, and they were
rudely dragged out of their comfort
zone. The credit goes, largely, to The
Hindu and Mr N Ram, chairman of The
Hindu Group’s publishing company.
However, there were — and are — other
important players who deserve to be
complimented for standing up to the
enormous pressure of the government
and its leaders.

New and Flawed Deal

First,the facts that have tumbled out
of the closet.

1.Itisnow confirmed that the Rafale
dealwas a one-man show of Prime Min-
ister Modi. Mr Modiwas the choreogra-
pher, it was carefully orchestrated, and
all important decisions were taken by
the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO).

2.The decision to scrap the UPA-era
memorandum of understanding (MoU)
was not taken first for cogent reasons.
The decision to enter into a new deal
was taken first and, since the earlier
MoU was standing in the way, the MoU
was scrapped.

3.Key players were kept out of the
loop: the defence minister, the external
affairs minister, the finance minister,
the Air Force, the Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC) and the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security (CCS).

4.0n April 8,2015, in Paris, the for-
eign secretary told the media that the
Rafale negotiations were at an
advanced stage among the two govern-
ments, Dassault and Hindustan Aero-
nautics Ltd (HAL), and Rafale was not
on the agenda of talks between the
prime minister of India and the presi-
dent of France. Two days later, on April
10, after a one-on-one meeting
between Mr Modiand Mr Hollande, the
new deal was announced!

5.The new deal was indeed a new
deal. Not 126 aircraft, but only 36 air-
craft. Not at the earlier negotiated price,
but a new price. Not the previously
identified offset partner (HAL), but a
new offset partner (a private company
with no experience of manufacturing
aircraft or aircraft parts). These deci-
sions were taken at the meeting
between the two leaders on April 10,
not after negotiations between the two
negotiating teams.

Waivers and
Omissions Galore

6.‘Payment security mechanism’for
the 60,000 crore that India would pay
to the two suppliers, Dassault and
MBDA, was thrown to the winds. There
will be no sovereign guarantee,no bank
guarantee, and not even an escrow
account.All these waivers were directed
by the PMO.

7.The mandatory anti-corruption
clauses were omitted. There will be no
clause against paying commissions, no
clause against engaging agents,no pact
on integrity, and no access to the
account books of the suppliers. These
decisions too were taken by the PMO.

8.There was a powerful note of dis-
sent by the three domain experts on
the Indian Negotiating Team (INT) —

ACROSS THE
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A government
ning for cover
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Mr MP Singh, Adviser (Cost); Mr AR
Sule, FM (Air); and Mr Rajeev Velma, JS
& AM (Air). The eight-page dissent
challenged the recommendations pro-
posed by the other four members of the
INT and tore into the numerous devia-
tions and waivers that were being
pushed by them.

Compromised
‘Supreme’ Audit

As each fact tumbled out, the gov-
ernment scrambled for cover. At first,
the government tried to take refuge
under the judgment of the Supreme
Courtbut that gambit failed because the
judgment itself made it clear that the
Supreme Court had declined to exam-
ine the issues of pricing and the reduc-
tion in the number of aircraft. When
Parliament protested, the government
tried to silence Parliament — through
its brute majority in the Lok Sabha and

That sinking

The Premier League’s Chelsea Football Club
seems to be regressing towards the mid-table
mediocrity of the pre-Roman Abramovich era

RINGSIDE

VIEW -,
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IT'S NOT KNOWN if Roman
Abramovich had watched the very pub-
lic dismantling of the Sarri-ball at the
Etihad last Sunday. Chelsea’s absentee
owner doesn’t turn up for his club’s
matches these days.Rarely does he drop
in at Cobham, Chelsea’s training base.
Ever since the British government
tightened up the investor visas follow-
ing the Salisbury poisoning incident
last year, Abramovich has chosen
recluse, football-wise.

Gone are the days when managers
received texts from the club owner
after defeats. In Carlo Ancelotti’s case,
as Sky Italy journalist Fabio Caressa
revealed,it used tobe a simple question
mark. Ancelotti managed Chelsea for
two seasons, from 2009 to 2011, and
won a Premier League title and an FA

Cup.He did adouble,in fact,in his first
season at the Bridge. A year later, the
Italian was gone, with his team still sec-
ondin theleague table.But Chelsea had
lost the title race to Manchester United
and that was enough for Abramovich to
wield the axe.

Abramovich has never befriended
patience. Then again, his hire-and-fire
policy has worked wonders. Chelsea
have won five Premier League titles, a
Champions League and nine other tro-
phies since Abramovich took the club
ownership in 2003 and changed the
English game.The Russian oligarch was
the reason why football in England
went into a costly makeover. All said
and done, Abramovich cared for
Chelsea,although he always kept long-
termvision at arm’s length.

Not that Abramovich has deserted
Chelsea. He okayed goalkeeper Kepa
Arrizabalaga’s signing from Athletic Bil-
bao foraworld record fee of £71 million at
the start of the season. In January, he
opened his chequebook to bring Gonzalo
Higuain on loan from Juventus. At the
same time, though, Abramovich has
allowed the likes of Nemanja Matic and

People hold placards protesting against the Rafale deal at a Congress rally in Dharampur, Valsad, Gujarat, earlier thisweek  ap

feeling

through encouraging peremptory
adjournments of the Rajya Sabha.

The government may have hoped
that the CAG’s report will bail it out.
The report was presented on the last
day of the session of Parliament. Far
from saving the government, the
report exposed the fact that the gov-
ernment had tried and succeeded in
muzzling the independent voice of the
CAG, the supreme audit body of the
country.The report also debunked the
government’s claims on cheaper price
and quicker delivery schedule.

The CAG seems to have initially
resisted the demand for redaction —
there was no precedent, the CAG said
— of the commercial details, but its
feeble resistance dissolved following a
stern letter from the government. The
result is tables that make no sense and
areport that is as opaque as the deal
that the CAGwas supposed to examine.
The report is noteworthy not for what
it said but for what it has not said. The

Chelsea owner Roman Abramovich

Thibaut Courtois toleave. Maticwas sold
to United, a direct rival. And now, Eden
Hazard’s departure to Real Madrid looks
imminent. Also,Abramovichhasputhis
£1-billion Stamford Bridge extension
plans on hold.From Chelsea’s perspective,
though, the most concerning factor is
that the club owner has all but stopped
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CAG did not comment

@ on the undue monetary gain to the
suppliers due toamortisation onasmaller
number of aircraft (36 against 126);

® on the monetary risk to India
because of the absence of any payment
security mechanism;

@ on the probability of Dassault and
MBDA adhering to the delivery sched-
ule given the huge backlog of unexe-
cuted contracts for Rafale aircraft;

@® on the perils of omitting the
anti-corruption clauses, especially the
non-access to the account books of the
suppliers;

@ on the impact on the operational
capability of the Air Force which will get
fewer aircraft; and

® on the powerful dissent note
recorded by three members of the INT.

In the mist that envelops the Rafale
deal,one thingisclear: thelastword has
not been said on the subject.

Website: pchidambaram.in
@Pchidambaram_IN

communicating with the manager.

The current Chelsea manager Maur-
izio Sarri said as much after his side
received agrand 6-0 hiding against Man-
chester City.“If the president calls, I will
be happy,seeingasIneverhearfrom him.
To be honest, I don’t know what to
expect,” Sarri told Sky Italia. It was

INSIDE

Fortitude under fire

Arun Jaitley s set to officially
resume his duties as finance
ministerand head the BJP’s
publicity committee for the 2019
campaign. This, despite the fact
that he had two seriousillnesses
lastyear. He underwent a kidney

transplant aftera renal failure and,

within a few months,was
diagnosed with sarcoma,arare
cancer of the connective tissue.
Even opposition politicians are
impressed with the fortitude and
stoicism with which Jaitley has

taken hisill-health in stride. Except

forwalking with a brace, he is
almost back to normal, though he
doesn't move around in crowded
spaces.In the Sloan Kettering

hospital in New York, he remained

in touch with his duties from afar.

Contrary to speculation, there was

no need for either chemotherapy

or radiation for his tumour since it

was detected in the early stages.
The malignant tissue near the
knee was scooped out and tissue
from the hip transplanted.The
cancer probably predated the
kidney surgeryand it was, in fact,
Jaitley himself who realised
somethingwasamisswhen he
noticed the skin bloating every
time oil was rubbed on his leg.

Disunited front

Mulayam Singh Yadav’s speech in
Parliament expressing the hope
that Narendra Modiwould return
as Prime Minister stunned the
Opposition.The Samajwadi Party
founderappeared somewhat
disoriented after his speech and

remarked in awe toajournalist that

the PM had twice mentioned him
in hisaddress to the House.There
were other indications last week
that the Opposition hasyet to put
up a united front.A furious
Mamata Banerjee accosted Sonia
Gandhi in Parliament’s Central
Hall, saying she would not forget
that Congress MP Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhuryin his speech earlier
that dayaccused her of

involvement in the chit fund scams

in West Bengal. Akhilesh Yadavis
annoyed with the Congress for
abstainingwhen the SP,joined by

the TMC, BSPand TDP, protested in

Parliament against the Yogi
Adityanath government

preventing Akhilesh from boarding

aflight to Allahabad.The Congress

asked its R]D ally Tejashwi Yadav to

boycott the function of an English

TV news channel,which, it feels,has

apronounced BJPslant,but the

NCP’s Praful Patel went anyway. He

says he neverlets political
differences come in the way of
social contacts.Forinstance, he

went for BJD rebel Jay Panda’s book

release in the morning and had
drinks with Naveen Patnaik the

Chelsea’s worst-ever defeat in the Pre-
mier League era,which came on the heels
of a 4-0 away defeat to Bournemouth.

Sarri’s appointment at the start of
the season had raised eyebrows. Anto-
nio Conte won the Premier League and
the FA Cup during his two seasons as
Chelsea manager. Conte fell out with
some of the stars, notably Diego Costa
(hewas offloaded), Hazard and Willian,
but he had to make way for Sarri
because Abramovich wanted Chelsea to
play passing football ala Barcelona.The
Sarri-ball was making waves in Italy.
The Chelsea owner fell for it.

At the Bridge, though, player power
rules the dressing room and it proved
to be Sarri’s biggest obstacle with
regard to installing his philosophy at
the club. He played Hazard and N’Golo
Kante—the team’s MVPand theworld’s
best holding midfielder, respectively—
out of position. In fact, it was a tad sur-
prising that the dressing room took this
long to dismiss Sarri-ball. The manager
didn’t help his cause either by publicly
questioning his players’ motivation.
Sarri’s relationship with Hazard report-
edly hasreached boiling point,which s
bad news for the former.

Luiz Felipe Scolari and Andre Villas-
Boas were handed pink slips in very
similar circumstances, seven and nine
months into their respective first
terms.At the moment, it feels like Sarri
is just one more defeat away from get-

TRACK

same night.

Keeping BJP guessing
The BJPis faring nobetterwith its
allies.The Shiv Sena’s Sanjay Raut
attended Chandrababu Naidu’s
Opposition unityrally in which
Modiwas the target of attack.The
BJPremains hopeful of an eventual
patch-up. Prakash Javadekar
quoted a proverb—“You can’tlive
with usand you can’t live without
us”—to describe the on-off-on
relationship between the allies.The
crux of the disputeis that the Sena
wants to play the senior partnerin
an alliance for the Assemblyand
insists that this be linked with seat-
sharing on the Lok Sabha seats.The
BJPhopes the Senawill come
around if UddhavThackeray’s son
Adityais promised the deputy chief
minister’s post.

Family togetherness

Last Tuesday,a portrait of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee by Krishn Kanhai
was installed in Parliament’s
Central Hall. The majestic room is
now so crowded with portraits
that there is little space for
additions.To make place for
Vajpayee, Lala Lajpat Rai had tobe
moved to one side. Someone
pointed out that the Jawaharlal
Nehru portrait is a misfit
alongside Rajendra Prasad, Ram
Manohar Lohia and Lal Bahadur
Shastri.A panel on the opposite
side has four portraits, Motilal
Nehru, Rajiv Gandhi, Indira
Gandhi and Sardar Patel. It makes
sense to swap the positions of
Nehru and Patel, the person said.

Star-struck

The photogenic, blue-blooded
Gandhis have a fan following even
among journalists. ATV news
channel assigned a star-struck
young woman reporterona full-
time Rahul Gandhi beat.Asmart
move since, thanks to the regular
interaction,the scribenowhasa
distinctadvantagein persuading
the Congress president to givea
sound byte to her channel. Seeing
her proximity, other channels and
photographers follow her doggedly
in Parliament since she seems to
know in advance from which
entrance Rahul will emerge and at
what time.Another TV channel
now seems keen to build a Priyanka
Gandhi arrangement.Ajournalist
from the group followed Priyanka
Gandhi’s movements in Lucknow
so conscientiously that she was
tweeting non-stop for 14 hours,
though Priyanka spent most of her
time in meetings in the Lucknow
Congress office.At 4 am, Priyanka
emerged to give an exclusive sound
byte to the journalist, that shewas
coming to grips with the Uttar
Pradesh party organisation.

ting the sack. It’s apparently the easier
option for Abramovich who has
presided over 13 managerial changes
so far. But will another change augur
well for Chelsea?

Their Premier League rivals, Man-
chester City, Liverpool and Tottenham
Hotspur, have been reaping the rewards
of stability.Also, it’s becoming increas-
ingly difficult for Abramovich to
bankroll success—he can no longer
match the spending power of City and
United. Chelsea seem to be regressing
towards the mid-table mediocrity of
the pre-Abramovich era. They need
long-term vision. They need to give
their academy graduates first-team
football. For a change, Abramovich
needs to give the deadwoods and the
troublemakers in the squad the boot
instead of parting ways with the man-
ager. The Premier League needs a
strong Chelsea.

“People don’t understand how diffi-
cult the first year can be. People need
time; only depends on the owners. The
people in charge need to believe,” Pep
Guardiola had said last week. Not that
Sarri is ticking all the boxes. Far from
it... To paraphrase Sir Matt Busby, the
Chelsea manager is not a man of grass
and boots. He likes to present himself
asafootballintellectual. He is also very
stubborn.Alittle bit of flexibility will do
Sarri no harm. In the meantime,
Abramovich should hang fire.
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When we call ourselves a
national organisation, we
should have works from
every state. So we are
thinking of opening
branches in Chandigarh,
Odisha, the north-east.
We intend to collect
works of local artists"

o

WHY ADWAITA GADANAYAK

BEFORE HE TOOK over as the
director-general of NGMA in
December 2016, Adwaita
Gadanayak headed School of
Sculpture at Kalinga Institute
in Bhubaneswar. Winner of
the Lalit Kala Akademi
National Award for Sculpture
in 1993, his notable works
include the Dandi March at Raj
Ghat, a granite sculpture in
London called Meditation,

and the centrepiece at the
National Police Memorial in
Delhi. Gadanayak has started
several new initiatives at
NGMA to connect masses
with art under his tenure, and
is overseeing a major facelift
of the institution. Recently,
NGMA was accused of
censorship as actor Amol
Palekar's speech at opening
of an exhibition was cut short

"It is sad but today the
market makes an artist.
Whose works sell
becomes an artist. That is
why no one from the
north-east comes here...
The system gets together,
presents an artist...
Everything is a business

NGMA is a space for artists, they should
be allowed to say what they have to'say

The NGMA director general says Amol Palekar had every right to say what he wanted but he was misinformed, denies any move to
curtail space to independent artists, explains why the gallery has not added new works, and talks about bringing art to children

DIVYAA:Wasn’t the disruption of actor
and filmmaker Amol Palekar’s speech
at the National Gallery of Modern Art
(NGMA), Mumbai, where he criticised
the ministry of culture over‘disbanding
of advisory committees’at the gallery’s
centresin Mumbaiand Bengaluru,cen-
sorship? Hadyoubeen there,would you
have handled it differently?

The particular event where it all hap-
pened, the NGMA had just given the
space.The curators were external and the
guestwasalsoinvited by them. Certainly,
the NGMA has not done any kind of cen-
sorship. However,if Iwasin the situation,
Iwould have allowed him to finish what
he was saying and then explained the
factstohim.Afterall,the NGMAisaspace
for artists, they should be allowed to say
what they have to say.

DIVYA A: What is the role of these
advisory committees and have they
been disbanded?

The advisory committees have a
three-year term. In Mumbai and Ben-
galuru, their terms ended on November
15,2018,and in Delhi, on January 17.To
appoint members to the advisory com-
mittee, we ask for recommendations
from all over the country. The process
takes time. People who claim that the
advisory committees have been dis-
banded are not aware of this procedure.
We cannot disband the committees.
Thereis no such system becausewhenan
advisory committee’s term comes to an
end, the process to formanew one begins.

The curator of Prabhakar Barweji’s
show (who interrupted Palekar) is not
from the NGMA.There was also a contro-
versy about the space available for exhi-
bitions.The NGMAhasabout 18,000 art-
works in its collection—the country’s best
works, acquired since the NGMA came
into existence in 1954.We want people
living in Mumbai and Bengaluru to see
these artworks. Many artists say that the
NGMA exhibits these paintings only in
Delhi. As a result, other centres don’t get
opportunities to showcase them.So,after
consultations with the ministry, we have
decided to dedicate some space at the
NGMA for permanent display and
anotherarea for outside artists.

DIVYAA:What explains the delayin set-
ting up the new advisory committees?

The term of the Delhi centre’s advi-
sory committee was thelast to get over —
on January 17. We were planning to
appoint all the bodies together. Hence,
the delay. But it has only been a month
since the term has ended.We are collect-
ing names of people and working
towards forming the bodies.

DIVYA A: What about the charge that
spaceallotted toindependent artists to
showcase their works at the NGMA is
being curtailed?

In Mumbai,we had thought of giving
spaceinthe domearea to outside artists.
But many of them suggested that aged
people might find it difficult to climb the
stairs. So we have not taken any decision
regarding what needs to be done. But
when the issue of curtailing allotted
space was raised, we clarified that there
was no such intention because the
NGMA is for artists. Being an artist
myself, I understand the hard work that
we put in and when we don’t get proper
space and facilities to showcase ourwork,
it is painful. Whenever I travel to Mum-
bai or other places, I talk to artists before
taking any decision.

I havebeen extremelybusyfor the past
six-seven months with the restoration of
our building in Delhi. So I couldn’t travel
to Mumbai. But Iwantto firsthold ameet-
ing and then take decisions. The NGMA
belongs to artists... So whatever decisions
artiststakewillbe carried out accordingly.

VANDANA KALRA: Artists often com-
plain thatthe NGMAhas notadded any
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National Gallery of Modern Art director general Adwaita Gadanayak with Divya A of The Indian Express

newworks toits permanent collection.
Has any new artwork been acquired
during your tenure?

The storage facilityat the NGMAis not
very good. So I am upgrading that first.I
want the public to see how we store art-
works. But because of the ongoing
restoration work, artworks have been
moved. Once the storage system is ready,
we will form a purchase committee simi-
lar to the advisory committee.There has-
n’tbeenapurchase committeein the two
years of my tenure. When the purchase
committee is set up, I plan to buy works,
mostly of young artists, worth at least
X15-20 crore.And it’s not about my two
yearsat the NGMA.I have noticed that not
many artworks havebeenacquired in the
last 15 years. However, Subodh Gupta’s
work was added to the collection.I have
seen how most of the works go to private
and international galleries. So we have to
fill up the gap quickly. In the next two to
three months, the system will be ready.

VANDANA KALRA: Will the works of
outside artists be exhibited in Delhi as
the Mumbai centre hasless space? Last
year, Manu Parekh and Jitish Kallat had
showcased their work here.

We will have a lot of space in Delhi as
we are opening up the old building. Last
year, we did fewer shows because the
space was limited... Artists from across
the countrywant to showcase theirworks
in Delhi. It was former president S Rad-
hakrishnan who had conceived a space
like the NGMA.He planned it with artists
suchas DPRoy Choudhury, Dhanraj Bha-
gat, Ramkinkar Baij and Sankho Chaud-
huri... After independence, our artists
were working all over the country and
theythoughtif exhibitions could be held
in Delhi, a national movement could be
started. At that same time, Guruji
(Rabindranath Tagore) was planning
something similar in Shantiniketan.
Prominent artists of the Swadeshi move-
ment, Abanindranath Tagore and Nan-
dalal Bose, thought that if a platform
could be set up in Delhi, the world would
gettoknowabout Indian artists and their
works and thoughts. But there was no
such platform then. Even now, artists
think that showcasing their works in
Delhi is the ultimate achievement.

DIVYAA:Atatimethatthe NGMAis plan-
ning to expand its influence to Kolkata
and the north-east,howareyoutryingto
bring regional artists into the fold?

Ever since I joined the NGMA, I have
been planning an outreach policy
becauseit is mostlyworks of artists from
Mumbai and Delhi that are collected.I
belong to Odisha and I don’t have art-
works from the state. We also lack works
of artists from the north-east and Jammu
& Kashmir. When we call ourselves a
national organisation, we should have
works from every state. So we are think-
ing of opening small branches in Chandi-
garh, Odisha and the north-east. We
intend to collectworks of local artistsand
showcase them in the respective states
and later move them to Delhi. But for
this,we have to goto them because artists
have high self-respect. The NGMA will
visit these places, talk tolocal artists and
acquire a space to host shows to exhibit
these artworks. Slowly but steadily, there
will be a system in place. If you visit any
other country, you will find there are
thousands of museums and galleries.

DEVYANI ONIAL: You spoke of galleries
and museums abroad. But they have a
lot to offer to people. Visitors can buy
artworks from their shops. Do you
think we can borrow something from
their model?

I really like their style of functioning.
Running (an art) museumisnota 10 am-
to-5 pm job. The curator is like the
mother of the institution. The curator
should oversee everything —whatis kept
where and how. When we visit foreign
galleries,we see how perfectly they func-

tion — display, lighting, security and
modern technology. The building itself
looks like awork of art. We are nowwork-
ing on our own building.To match them,
we have to work hard and it will take us
10-20 years. We are also going to start a
souvenir shop in Delhi where replicas of
importantworks in our collection —such
as of Ramkinkar Baijand Dhanraj Bhagat
— will be stocked.

PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI: Art educa-
tion in schools is very limited. Are you
planning something for children?
When students visit the National
Museum in Delhi, their teachers show
them works related to their syllabus like
the Harappan civilisation.There is noth-
ing like that at the NGMA. So I have
planned a space where about 30 to 40
kids can come and have a dialogue with
paintings, make drawings, sketches and
even paint there.We have avariety of por-
traits at the NGMA.We can tell kids about
them and the artists who painted them.
Atschools,theartteacheris considered
a grade above the peon.Iwant to change
that environment. We had done a work-
shop with art teachers, where we asked
them to meet the bigger artists and once
in a while do a show with them... We are
also in talks with the NCERT and HRD
Ministry to organise summerworkshops.
Wearebuildinga gurukul-like spaceat the
NGMA, similar to Shantiniketan, where
senior artists will deliver lectures. When I
was a student in London, I didn’t even
know for the first six months that what I
was doingwasa part of the course.Wewere
visiting the Tate or the British Museum
and I thought our teacherswere taking us

In schools, the art teacher
is considered a grade
above the peon. | want to
change that environment.
We are also in talks with
NCERT and the HRD
ministry to organise
summer workshops

ABHINAV SAHA

out for sightseeing. It was only later that I
got to know that these were classes.

Hereweteachinsideaclassroom.The
biggest teacheris nature.

PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI: Many pri-
vate galleries are bringing out art
books for children. Does the NGMA
have similar plans?

There was an old bus at our Jaipur
House building in Delhi, which I have
turnedintoalibrary.Weare bringing out
small art books. Some artists like A
Ramachandranji have come onboard.We
will display all these books on the bus.
The childrenwill also like the experience
of sitting in abus and reading.

DIVYA A: You have a strong stand on
differentiatingbetween Indianartand
Indian craft. You believe that craft is
actually art.

We talk about stone carvings in the
Ajanta and Ellora caves and the Konark
temple.Butwhen theywere being carved,
they were contemporary art. Now we
have classified them differently. We find
out how long these took to build and
that’s how we determine the worth.

When thereisaweddinginavillagein
Odisha, everyone participates. They
make artworks in clay,wood and cloth for
the family of the bride and groom. But
today, when we talk of art, we speak in
monetary terms...Craftspeople in Odisha
paint tribal art on theirwalls.I have seen
helicopters in their work. What they see
around them isreflected in theirwork.So
it should be classified as contemporary.

We recently organised a show of abo-
riginal art from Australia. If I present
works of local artists at the NGMA, other
artists will ask why we have such shows.
The current system is taking us away
from our roots... When the British came
and established art schools, they set the
patternand style forart education.There
were rebellions in placeslike Shantinike-
tanwhereartists said theywon’t practise
oil painting but do miniatures instead.
But that assertion never spread. I think
we need to bring them forward, and not
relegate them to a side-craft status.

DIVYA A: How have commerce and
market forces affected art in India?

It is sad but today the market makes
an artist. Whose works sell becomes an
artist.And thatis the reason why noartists
from the north-east come here. We now
have art houseswhich hold auctions.The
whole system gets together and presents
an artist whose works sell at a very high
price. This has been happening for the
past 10-15 years... Everything is a busi-
ness and many have benefited from it.

SURBHI GUPTA: There is a huge gap
between art and the common man,and
the dominant perspective is that art is
difficult to comprehend. How do we
bridge it?

Before joining the NGMA, I was at
Kalinga University in Bhubaneswar. I
made a sculpture, which was round. I
asked my co-workers, who worked with
cement and stone, what they thought of
it. One remarked that it was a roti. A
young artist student said that it looked
like the moon. When I asked some pro-
fessors, theysaid it was related to philos-
ophy and lifecycle. A simple circle says
many things. We often give a title to our
artworks. All works at the NGMA have a
title. The common man first reads the
title. When onelooks at an art,one should
be stunned for a minute... The response
to art should be instinctive. We have not
ingrained this system in the common
public.In ourschools,we don’t teach chil-
dren how tovisualise or feel art.

Ithink people from rural areas under-
stand art better. Children from the rural
areas first look at the art and then the
title. I think urban people don’t think
much. That’s why we organise art addas,
where people and artists come together.

We can’t tell the public how an artist
was created. Forthat we need to organise
workshops and seminars. Earlier we had
abuswhich used to go around and share
artworks with people. But now we need
more avenues of interaction. This will
take time.

DIVYAA: Before joining,you wanted to
turn Delhi into a global art hub. You
wrote to the ministry as well in your
vision statement. How often do you
hold meetings with ministry officials
regarding this matter?

Weareinthe planning stage.We have
to bring craftspeople forward. But they
don’t have the technology or vision. I
wish to provide exposure to craftspeople.
Wedid thiswith tribal artists from Jhark-
hand.Webuilt government studios, sup-
plied material and even suggested
designs to them. But after two-three
months, they left. When I asked them
why, they said, ‘Here we can’t use our
thread for the dhokra craft (an ancient
craft of non—ferrous metal casting) we
do. In Jharkhand, we knew the trees,
waterfall and the atmosphere. We are
learning new things here but we are not
able to create what we do! We might ask
the National Institute of Design or the
National Institute of Fashion Technology
to help these artists to develop their
designs. But till they don’t want it them-
selves,itwon’t happen.

DIVYAA:Isthereany political orbureau-
craticintervention at the NGMA?

The minister has given us a free rein.
However, I don’t understand the budget
asIamanartist.This renovation has cost
us a lot. And many things are in the
pipeline. By next year, we will have a lot
many new things.

VANDANA KALRA: There is talk that
India will be officially participating at
theVenice Biennale.Isthe NGMA curat-
ingworks forit?

We are in talks with the government,
but nothing has been finalised. In fact, I
attended a meeting on February 13.The
NGMAisnot curating,weare the commis-
sioners. Kiran Nadar is curating it. Works
from the NGMA and some artists will be
sent.We are planning the budget. We are
hoping that some businessmen would
help us out. We will need about X6-8 crore
as the exhibition goes on for six months.

DIVYA A: You were planning to get Air
India’s art collection to the NGMA.
Have the artworks started coming in?
There are some problems.We are try-
ing to figure out if the artworks are orig-
inal or duplicate.We need toauthenticate
them. If I am asserting that this is a
Ramkinkar Baij work, I need an expert
who would say the same. We need to test
itin thelaboratory as well and I had pre-
sented theidea toAir India. But theyalso
have a system in place. The collection is
huge and expensive, it will take time.
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WHY ADWAITA GADANAYAK

Before he took over as the
Director-General of NGMA
in December 2016, Adwaita
Gadanayak headed School of
Sculpture at Kalinga Institute
in Bhubaneswar. Winner of
the Lalit Kala Akademi
National Award for Sculpture
in 1993, his notable works
include the Dandi March at
Raj Ghat, a granite sculpture
in London called Meditation,

When we call ourselves “Itis sad but today the

market makes an artist.
Whose works sell
becomes an artist. That

and the centrepiece at the
National Police Memorial in
Delhi. Gadanayak has started
several new initiatives at
NGMA to connect masses
with art under his tenure, and
is overseeing a major facelift
of the institution. Recently,
NGMA was accused of
censorship as actor Amol
Palekar’s speech at opening of
an exhibition was cut short

a national organisation,
we should have works
from every state. So we
are thinking of opening is why no one from the
branches in Chandigarh, Northeast comes here...
Odisha, Northeast. We

intend to collect works

The system gets together,

presents an artist...

of local artists” Everything is a business

DIVYA A: Wasn’t the disruption of
actor and filmmaker Amol Palekar’s
speech at the National Gallery of
Modern Art (NGMA), Mumbai, where
he criticised the Ministry of Culture
over ‘disbanding of advisory
committees’ at the gallery’s centres
in Mumbai and Bengaluru,
censorship? Had you been there,
would you have handled it
differently?

The particular event where it all hap-
pened, the NGMA had just given the
space. The curators were external and
the guest was also invited by them.
Certainly, the NGMA has not done any
kind of censorship. However, if I was in
the situation, I would have allowed him
to finish what he was saying and then ex-
plained the facts to him. After all, the
NGMA is a space for artists, they should
be allowed to say what they have to say.

DIVYA A: What is the role of these
advisory committees and have they
been disbanded?

The advisory committees have a
three-year term. In Mumbai and
Bengaluru, their terms ended on
November 15, 2018, and in Delhi, on
January 17. To appoint members to the
advisory committee, we ask for recom-
mendations from all over the country.
The process takes time. People who
claim that the advisory committees have
been disbanded are not aware of this
procedure. We cannot disband the com-
mittees. There is no such system because
when an advisory committee’s term
comes to an end, the process to form a
new one begins.

The curator of Prabhakar Barweji’s
show (who interrupted Palekar) is not
from the NGMA. There was also a con-
troversy about the space available for ex-
hibitions. The NGMA has about 18,000
artworks inits collection -- the country’s
best works, acquired since the NGMA
came into existence in 1954. We want
people living in Mumbai and Bengaluru
to see these artworks. Many artists say
that the NGMA exhibits these paintings
only in Delhi. As a result, other centres
don’t get opportunities to showcase
them. So, after consultations with the
ministry, we have decided to dedicate
some space at the NGMA for permanent
display and another area for outside
artists.

DIVYA A: What explains the delay in
setting up the new advisory
committees?

The term of the Delhi centre’s advi-
sory committee was the last to get over
— onJanuary 17. We were planning to ap-
point all the bodies together. Hence, the
delay. But it has only been a month since
the term has ended. We are collecting
names of people and working towards
forming the bodies.

DIVYA A: What about the charge that
space allotted to independent artists
to showcase their works at the NGMA
is being curtailed?

In Mumbai, we had thought of giving
space in the dome area to outside artists.
But many of them suggested that aged
people might find it difficult to climb the
stairs. So we have not taken any decision
regarding what needs to be done. But
when the issue of curtailing allotted
space was raised, we clarified that there
was no such intention because the
NGMA is for artists. Being an artist my-
self, I understand the hard work that we
put in and when we don’t get proper
space and facilities to showcase our
work, it is painful. Whenever I travel to
Mumbai or other places, I talk to artists
before taking any decision.

[ have been extremely busy for the
past six-seven months with the restora-
tion of our building in Delhi. So I could-
n’t travel to Mumbai. But I want to first
hold a meeting and then take decisions.
The NGMA belongs to artists... So what-
ever decisions artists take will be carried
out accordingly.

VANDANA KALRA: Artists often
complain that the NGMA has not
added any new works to its
permanent collection. Has any new
artwork been acquired during your
tenure?

The storage facility at the NGMA is
not very good. So I am upgrading that
first. I want the public to see how we
store artworks. But because of the ongo-
ing restoration work, artworks have been
moved. Once the storage system is ready;,
we will form a purchase committee sim-
ilar to the advisory committee. There
hasn’t been a purchase committee in the
two years of my tenure. When the pur-
chase committee is set up, I plan to buy

‘NGMA is a space for artists, they should be
allowed to say what they have to say’

The NGMA Director General says Amol Palekar had every right to say what he wanted but he was misinformed, denies any move to
curtail space to independent artists, explains why the gallery has not added new works, and talks about bringing art to children
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National Gallery of Modern Art Director General Adwaita Gadanayak with Senior Assistant Editor Divya A in The Indian Express newsroom. Abhinav Saha

works, mostly of young artists, worth at
least Rs 15-20 crore. And it’s not about
my two years at the NGMA. I have no-
ticed that not many artworks have been
acquired in the last 15 years. However,
Subodh Gupta’s work was added to the
collection. I have seen how most of the
works go to private and international gal-
leries. So we have to fill up the gap
quickly. In the next two to three months,
the system will be ready.

VANDANA KALRA: Will the works of
outside artists be exhibited in Delhi
as the Mumbai centre has less space?
Last year, Manu Parekh and Jitish
Kallat had showcased their work
here.

We will have a lot of space in Delhi as
we are opening up the old building. Last
year, we did fewer shows because the
space was limited... Artists from across
the country want to showcase their
works in Delhi. It was former president S
Radhakrishnan who had conceived a
space like the NGMA. He planned it with
artists such as D P Roy Choudhury,
Dhanraj Bhagat, Ramkinkar Baij and
Sankho Chaudhuri... After Independence,
our artists were working all over the
country and they thought if exhibitions
could be held in Delhi, a national move-
ment could be started. At that same time,
Guruji (Rabindranath Tagore) was plan-
ning something similar in Shantiniketan.
Prominent artists of the Swadeshi move-
ment, Abanindranath Tagore and
Nandalal Bose, thought that if a platform
could be set up in Delhi, the world would
get to know about Indian artists and their
works and thoughts. But there was no
such platform then. Even now, artists
think that showcasing their works in
Delhi is the ultimate achievement.

DIVYA A: At a time that the NGMA is
planning to expand its influence to
Kolkata and the Northeast, how are
you trying to bring regional artists
into the fold?

Ever since | joined the NGMA, I have
been planning an outreach policy be-
cause it is mostly works of artists from
Mumbai and Delhi that are collected. I
belong to Odisha and I don’t have art-
works from the state. We also lack works
of artists from the Northeast and Jammu
& Kashmir. When we call ourselves a na-
tional organisation, we should have
works from every state. So we are think-

ing of opening small branches in
Chandigarh, Odisha and the Northeast.
We intend to collect works of local artists
and showcase them in the respective
states and later move them to Delhi. But
for this, we have to go to them because
artists have high self-respect. The NGMA
will visit these places, talk to local artists
and acquire a space to host shows to ex-
hibit these artworks. Slowly but steadily,
there will be a system in place. If you visit
any other country, you will find there are
thousands of museums and galleries.

DEVYANI ONIAL: You spoke of
galleries and museums abroad. But
they have a lot to offer to people.
Visitors can buy artworks from their
shops. Do you think we can borrow
something from their model?

[ really like their style of functioning.
Running (an art) museum is nota 10 am-
to-5 pm job. The curator is like the
mother of the institution. The curator
should oversee everything — what is
kept where and how. When we visit for-
eign galleries, we see how perfectly they
function — display, lighting, security and
modern technology. The building itself
looks like a work of art. We are now
working on our own building. To match
them, we have to work hard and it will
take us 10-20 years. We are also going to
start a souvenir shop in Delhi where
replicas of important works in our col-
lection —such as of Ramkinkar Baij and
Dhanraj Bhagat — will be stocked.

PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI: Art
education in schools is very limited.
Are you planning something for

children?

When students visit the National
Museum in Delhi, their teachers show
them works related to their syllabus like
the Harappan civilisation. There is noth-
ing like that at the NGMA. So I have
planned a space where about 30 to 40
kids can come and have a dialogue with
paintings, make drawings, sketches and
even paint there. We have a variety of
portraits at the NGMA. We can tell kids
about them and the artists who painted
them.

At schools, the art teacher is consid-
ered a grade above the peon. I want to
change that environment. We had done
aworkshop with art teachers, where we
asked them to meet the bigger artists and
once in a while do a show with them...
We are also in talks with the NCERT and
HRD Ministry to organise summer work-
shops. We are building a gurukul-like
space at the NGMA, similar to
Shantiniketan, where senior artists will
deliver lectures. When I was a student in
London, I didn’t even know for the first
six months that what [ was doing was a
part of the course. We were visiting the
Tate or the British Museum and I thought
our teachers were taking us out for sight-
seeing. It was only later that I got to know
that these were classes.

Here we teach inside a classroom. The
biggest teacher is nature.

PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI: Many pri-
vate galleries are bringing out art
books for children. Does the NGMA
have similar plans?

There was an old bus at our Jaipur
House building in Delhi, which I have

“In schools, the art
teacher is considered a
grade above the peon. I
want to change that
environment. We are
also in talks with
NCERT and the HRD
Ministry to organise
summer workshops

turned into a library. We are bringing out
small art books. Some artists like A
Ramachandranji have come on board.
We will display all these books on the
bus. The children will also like the expe-
rience of sitting in a bus and reading.

DIVYA A: You have a strong stand on
differentiating between Indian art
and Indian craft. You believe that
craft is actually art.

We talk about stone carvings in the
Ajanta and Ellora caves and the Konark
temple. But when they were being
carved, they were contemporary art.
Now we have classified them differently.
We find out how long these took to build
and that’s how we determine the worth.

When there is a wedding in a village
in Odisha, everyone participates. They
make artworks in clay, wood and cloth for
the family of the bride and groom. But to-
day, when we talk of art, we speak in mon-
etary terms... Craftspeople in Odisha paint
tribal art on their walls. I have seen heli-
copters in their work. What they see
around them s reflected in their work. So
it should be classified as contemporary.

We recently organised a show of abo-
riginal art from Australia. If | present
works of local artists at the NGMA, other
artists will ask why we have such shows.
The current system is taking us away
from our roots... When the British came
and established art schools, they set the
pattern and style for art education. There
were rebellions in places like
Shantiniketan where artists said they
won't practise oil painting but do minia-
tures instead. But that assertion never
spread. I think we need to bring them
forward, and not relegate them to a side-
craft status.

DIVYA A: How have commerce and
market forces affected art in India?

It is sad but today the market makes
an artist. Whose works sell becomes an
artist. And that is the reason why no
artists from the Northeast come here. We
now have art houses which hold auc-
tions. The whole system gets together
and presents an artist whose works sell
at a very high price. This has been hap-
pening for the past 10-15 years...
Everything is a business and many have
benefited from it.

SURBHI GUPTA: There is a huge gap
between art and the common man,

and the dominant perspective is that
art is difficult to comprehend. How
do we bridge it?

Before joining the NGMA, I was at
Kalinga University in Bhubaneswar. I
made a sculpture, which was round. I
asked my co-workers, who worked with
cement and stone, what they thought of
it. One remarked that it was a roti. A
young artist student said that it looked
like the moon. When I asked some pro-
fessors, they said it was related to philos-
ophy and lifecycle. A simple circle says
many things. We often give a title to our
artworks. All works at the NGMA have a
title. The common man first reads the ti-
tle. When one looks at an art, one should
be stunned for a minute... The response
to art should be instinctive. We have not
ingrained this system in the common
public. In our schools, we don’t teach
children how to visualise or feel art.

[ think people from rural areas under-
stand art better. Children from the rural
areas first look at the art and then the ti-
tle. I think urban people don’t think
much. That's why we organise art addas,
where people and artists come together.

We can'’t tell the public how an artist
was created. For that we need to organ-
ise workshops and seminars. Earlier we
had a bus which used to go around and
share artworks with people. But now we
need more avenues of interaction. This
will take time.

DIVYA A: Before joining, you wanted
to turn Delhi into a global art hub.
You wrote to the ministry as well in
your vision statement. How often do
you hold meetings with ministry
officials regarding this matter?

We are in the planning stage. We have
to bring craftspeople forward. But they
don’t have the technology or vision.
wish to provide exposure to craftspeo-
ple. We did this with tribal artists from
Jharkhand. We built government studios,
supplied material and even suggested
designs to them. But after two-three
months, they left. When I asked them
why, they said, ‘Here we can’t use our
thread for the dhokra craft (an ancient
craft of non-ferrous metal casting) we
do.InJharkhand, we knew the trees, wa-
terfall and the atmosphere. We are learn-
ing new things here but we are not able
to create what we do.” We might ask the
National Institute of Design or the
National Institute of Fashion Technology
to help these artists to develop their de-
signs. But till they don’t want it them-
selves, it won’t happen.

DIVYA A: Is there any political or
bureaucratic intervention at the
NGMA?

The minister has given us a free rein.
However, I don’t understand the budget
asIam an artist. This renovation has cost
us a lot. And many things are in the
pipeline. By next year, we will have a lot
many new things.

VANDANA KALRA: There is talk that
India will be officially participating
at the Venice Biennale. Is the NGMA
curating works for it?

We are in talks with the government,
but nothing has been finalised. In fact, I
attended a meeting on February 13. The
NGMA is not curating, we are the com-
missioners. Kiran Nadar is curating it.
Works from the NGMA and some artists
will be sent. We are planning the budget.
We are hoping that some businessmen
would help us out. We will need about
Rs 6-8 crore as the exhibition goes on for
six months.

DIVYA A: You were planning to get
Air India’s art collection to the
NGMA. Have the artworks started
coming in?

There are some problems. We are try-
ing to figure out if the artworks are orig-
inal or duplicate. We need to authenti-
cate them. If  am asserting that this is a
Ramkinkar Baij work, I need an expert
who would say the same. We need to test
itin the laboratory as well and I had pre-
sented the idea to Air India. But they also
have a system in place. The collection is
huge and expensive, it will take time.
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THE AISLE
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P CHIDAMBARAM

The CAG seems to have
initially resisted the demand
for redaction — there was no

precedent, the CAG said —
of the commercial details in
the Rafale deal, but its feeble
resistance dissolved
following a stern letter from
the government. The result is
tables that make no sense
and a report that is as opaque
as the deal that the CAG was
supposed to examine. The
report is noteworthy not for
what it said but for what it
has not said

A government running for cover

THE RAFALE deal is unravelling faster than
the BJP expected. If the government and
the ruling party thought that they could
keep the lid on the most opaque defence
purchase in recent times, they were
wrong, and they were rudely dragged out
of their comfort zone. The credit goes,
largely, to The Hindu and Mr N Ram,
chairman of The Hindu Group’s publish-
ing company. However, there were —and
are — other important players who de-
serve to be complimented for standing up
to the enormous pressure of the govern-
ment and its leaders.

NEW AND FLAWED
DEAL

First, the facts that have tumbled out of
the closet.

1. It is now confirmed that the Rafale
deal was a one-man show of Prime
Minister Modi. Mr Modi was the chore-
ographer, it was carefully orchestrated,
and allimportant decisions were taken by
the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO).

2. The decision to scrap the UPA-era
memorandum of understanding (MoU)
was not taken first for cogent reasons. The
decision to enter into a new deal was
taken first and, since the earlier MoU was
standing in the way, the MoU was
scrapped.

3. Key players were kept out of the
loop: the defence minister, the external
affairs minister, the finance minister, the
Air Force, the Defence Acquisition Council
(DAC) and the Cabinet Committee on

Security (CCS).

4.0n April 8,2015, in Paris, the foreign
secretary told the media that the Rafale
negotiations were at an advanced stage
among the two governments, Dassault
and Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL),and
Rafale was not on the agenda of talks be-
tween the prime minister of Indiaand the
president of France. Two days later, on
April 10, after a one-on-one meeting be-
tween MrModiand Mr Hollande, the new
deal was announced!

5. The new deal was indeed a new
deal. Not 126 aircraft, but only 36 aircraft.
Not at the earlier negotiated price, but a
new price. Not the previously identified
offset partner (HAL), but a new offset part-
ner (a private company with no experi-
ence of manufacturing aircraft or aircraft
parts). These decisions were taken at the
meeting between the twoleaders on April
10, not after negotiations between the two
negotiating teams.

WAIVERS AND
OMISSIONS (GALORE

6. ‘Payment security mechanism’ for
the Rs 60,000 crore that India would pay
to the two suppliers, Dassault and MBDA,
was thrown to the winds. There will be no
sovereign guarantee, no bank guarantee,
and not even an escrow account. All these
waivers were directed by the PMO.

7. The mandatory anti-corruption
clauses were omitted. There will be no
clause against paying commissions, no
clause against engaging agents, no pacton

integrity, and no access to the account
books of the suppliers. These decisions too
were taken by the PMO.

8.There was a powerful note of dissent
by the three domain experts on the Indian
Negotiating Team (INT) — Mr M P Singh,
Adviser (Cost); Mr AR Sule, FM (Air); and
Mr Rajeev Velma, JS& AM (Air). The eight-
page dissent challenged the recommen-
dations proposed by the other four mem-
bers of the INT and tore into the numerous
deviations and waivers that were being
pushed by them.

‘COMPROMISED
SUPREME AUDIT

As each fact tumbled out, the govern-
ment scrambled for cover. At first, the gov-
ernment tried to take refuge under the
judgment of the Supreme Court but that
gambit failed because the judgment itself
made it clear that the Supreme Court had
declined to examine the issues of pricing
and the reduction in the number of air-
craft. When Parliament protested, the
government tried to silence Parliament —
through its brute majority in the Lok
Sabha and through encouraging peremp-
tory adjournments of the Rajya Sabha.

The government may have hoped that
the CAG’s report will bail it out. The report
was presented on the last day of the ses-
sion of Parliament. Far from saving the
government, the report exposed the fact
that the government had tried and suc-
ceeded in muzzling the independent
voice of the CAG, the supreme audit body

of the country. The report also debunked
the government’s claims on cheaper price
and quicker delivery schedule.

The CAG seems to have initially resis-
ted the demand for redaction — there was
no precedent, the CAG said — of the com-
mercial details, but its feeble resistance
dissolved following a stern letter from the
government. The resultis tables that make
no sense and a report thatis as opaque as
the deal that the CAG was supposed to ex-
amine. The report is noteworthy not for
what it said but for what it has not said.
The CAG did not comment

m on the undue monetary gain to the
suppliers due toamortisation onasmaller
number of aircraft (36 against 126);

m on the monetary risk to India be-
cause of the absence of any payment se-
curity mechanism;

m on the probability of Dassault and
MBDA adhering to the delivery schedule
given the huge backlog of unexecuted
contracts for Rafale aircraft;

m on the perils of omitting the anti-cor-
ruption clauses, especially the non-access
to the account books of the suppliers;

m on the impact on the operational ca-
pability of the Air Force which will get
fewer aircraft; and

mon the powerful dissent note
recorded by three members of the INT.

In the mist that envelops the Rafale
deal, one thing is clear: the last word has
not been said on the subject.

Website: pchidambaram.in
'a @Pchidambaram_IN
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COOMI KAPOOR

FORTITUDE UNDER FIRE

ARUN JAITLEY is set to officially resume
his duties as finance minister and head
the BJP’s publicity committee for the 2019
campaign. This, despite the fact that he had
two serious illnesses last year. He under-
went a kidney transplant after a renal fail-
ure and, within a few months, was diag-
nosed with sarcoma, a rare cancer of the
connective tissue. Even opposition politi-
cians are impressed with the fortitude and
stoicism with which Jaitley has taken his
ill-healthin stride. Except for walking with
a brace, he is almost back to normal,
though he doesn't move around in
crowded spaces. In the Sloan Kettering
hospital in New York, he remained in touch
with his duties from afar. Contrary to spec-
ulation, there was no need for either
chemotherapy or radiation for his tumour
since it was detected in the early stages.
The malignant tissue near the knee was
scooped out and tissue from the hip trans-
planted. The cancer probably predated
the kidney surgery and it was, in fact,
Jaitley himself who realised something
was amiss when he noticed the skin bloat-
ing every time oil was rubbed on his leg.

DISUNITED FRONT

Mulayam Singh Yadav’'s speech in
Parliament expressing the hope that
Narendra Modi would return as Prime
Minister stunned the Opposition. The
Samajwadi Party founder appeared some-
what disoriented after his speech and re-
marked in awe to a journalist that the PM
had twice mentioned himin his address to
the House. There were other indications
last week that the Opposition has yet to put
up a united front. A furious Mamata
Banerjee accosted Sonia Gandhi in
Parliament’s Central Hall, saying she would
not forget that Congress MP Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury in his speech earlier that day
accused her of involvement in the chit fund
scams in West Bengal. Akhilesh Yadav is
annoyed with the Congress for abstaining
when the SP, joined by the TMC, BSP and
TDP, protested in Parliament against the
Yogi Adityanath government preventing
Akhilesh from boarding a flight to
Allahabad. The Congress asked its R]D ally
Tejashwi Yadav to boycott the function of
an English TV news channel, which, it feels,
has a pronounced BJP slant, but the NCP’s
Praful Patel went anyway. He says he never

OUT OF MY MIND

MEGHNAD DESAI

THE PULWAMA episode is the endpoint
of a certain basis for hope in repairing
India-Pakistan relations. It was of course
a terrorist attack which has all hallmarks
of a standard tactic. Simple explosive de-
vices detonated in crowded places inflict
the maximum damage. This was the prin-
ciple behind the 9/11 attack on the World
Trade Center, in attacks on Brussels air-
port and in Paris during a music concert.

lets political differences come in the way
of social contacts. For instance, he went for
BJD rebel Jay Panda’s book release in the
morning and had drinks with Naveen
Patnaik the same night.

KEEPING BJP GUESSING

The BJP is faring no better with its allies.
The Shiv Sena’s Sanjay Raut attended
Chandrababu Naidu’s Opposition unity
rally in which Modi was the target of at-
tack. The BJP remains hopeful of an even-
tual patch-up. Prakash Javadekar quoted
aproverb — “You can’tlive with usand you
can’tlive without us” — to describe the on-
off-on relationship between the allies. The
crux of the dispute is that the Sena wants
to play the senior partner in an alliance for
the Assembly and insists that this be linked
with seat-sharing on the Lok Sabha seats.
The BJP hopes the Sena will come around
ifUddhav Thackeray’s son Aditya is prom-
ised the deputy chief minister’s post.

FAMILY TOGETHERNESS

Last Tuesday, a portrait of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee by Krishn Kanhai was installed
in Parliament’s Central Hall. The majestic
room is now so crowded with portraits
that there is little space for additions. To
make place for Vajpayee, Lala Lajpat Rai
had to be moved to one side. Someone
pointed out that the Jawaharlal Nehru
portrait is a misfit alongside Rajendra
Prasad, Ram Manohar Lohia and Lal
Bahadur Shastri. A panel on the opposite
side has four portraits, Motilal Nehru, Rajiv
Gandhi, Indira Gandhi and Sardar Patel. It
makes sense to swap the positions of
Nehru and Patel, the person said.

STAR-STRUCK

The photogenic, blue-blooded Gandhis
have afan following even among journal-
ists. ATV news channel assigned a star-
struck young woman reporter on a full-
time Rahul Gandhi beat. A smart move
since, thanks to the regular interaction,
the scribe now has a distinct advantage in
persuading the Congress president to give
a sound byte to her channel. Seeing her
proximity, other channels and photogra-
phers follow her doggedly in Parliament
since she seems to know in advance from
which entrance Rahul will emerge and at
what time. Another TV channel now
seems keen to build a Priyanka Gandhi
arrangement. A journalist from the group
followed Priyanka Gandhi’s movements
in Lucknow so conscientiously that she
was tweeting non-stop for 14 hours,
though Priyanka spent most of her time
in meetings in the Lucknow Congress of-
fice. At4 am, Priyanka emerged to give an
exclusive sound byte to the journalist, that
she was coming to grips with the Uttar
Pradesh party organisation.

Another

That said, what are the options for
India? Pakistan is not a normal State. It has
a civilian government which off and on
during its history has been ostensibly
elected on democratic principles. Thereis
an army establishment which has been
the backbone of stability in Pakistan for
longer than it has been ademocracy. Ever
since the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan
created, with American financial and mili-
tary help, the Islamist terrorist movement,
Pakistan has had a third pillar of authority,
the Islamist terrorist armies.

Terrorism is something very difficult
to counter and to eliminate. This is not
just India’s problem. Across the world,
developed and emerging countries have
failed to eliminate it forever. The US has

HISTORY HEADLINE

What happened in Panipat, 1761?

LAKSHMI
SUBRAMANIAN

THE PLAINS of Panipat, well known as a site
of decisive military action in India’s
recorded history, are back in the news. This
time, preparations are afoot for a different
battle. There is the blistering call for a sus-
tained crusade against the enemy, and to
reverse the slide to enslavement — allud-
ing to the fact, as some historians have
maintained, thatit was after 1761 whenthe
Marathas, one of the contenders in the
Third Battle of Panipat, became a spent
force, that the English East India Company
emerged from the margins, drawing
strength from the treasures of Bengal, to
emerge as the masters of Hindustan.

So who was the enemy in 17617 Was
there an enemy in the singular? Can we
find parallels in the 18th century for the
times we live in? What was the battle all
about? And what were its immediate
consequences?

The 18th century was a period of pro-
found change in the Indian subcontinent
as the Mughal Empire gave way to re-
gional powers, many of whom, like the
Marathas, aspired to, and almost achie-
ved, imperial status. The century saw an
array of social movements, organised
around religion, community articulations,
and agrarian expansion, often crystallis-
ing into coherent political entities. It was
a period made for political adventurism,
with shifting alliances making any politi-
cal calculation virtually impossible.

In this cauldron was a heady mix of re-
ligious invocation that did not always cor-
respond to the cleavages that we assume
to exist between Hindus and Muslims. In
terms of realpolitik, what mattered was the
steady growth of Maratha power north-
ward, in the form of both territorial control
as well as mediation in matters of deciding
succession in regional states. Maratha op-
erations were not especially well received
— for example, by Jat ruler Surajmal.

The Maratha push to the north en-
countered the equally resolute push from
the Afghan Durrani chief into the Punjab
and North India, the result being a bloody
campaign fought on the plains of Panipat.
The Durrani chief was able to enlist the
support of several malcontents (the
Rohilla chief, the Nawab of Awadh) and

been engaged in a futile war for 15 years
in Afghanistan and is now withdrawing
defeated though not openly admitting it.
Muslim-majority countries as much as
non-Muslim ones have been subjected
to Islamist terrorism. Algeria,
Bangladesh, Malaysia have been hit.
Boko Haram has terrorised Nigeria for
decades now and is spreading to Sudan.
No other ideological movement, neither
Bolshevism nor Anarchism, has had the
global reach which Islamist terrorism
has, but like the older ideological move-
ments, it is a global movement and pow-
ered by cybernetics and modern
weaponry extremely deadly.

India has been at the forefront of the
fight against terrorism but its own inter-
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Haryana CM M L Khattar with Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis at an event,
where he called Third Battle of Panipat biggest link between their states. Express

most impressively, of the warrior ascetics,
the Naga sanyasis and Gosains, whose in-
sane gallantry and casual nakedness
threw the Afghan soldiers off-kilter!

The events leading to the final en-
counter between the Afghan and
Marathas make for compelling reading.
One thing was certain though: the fragility
of alliances and the overriding greed for
immediate gain undercut possibilities of
any long-term balancing of imperial aspi-
rations with those of local powerholders.

The Durrani Afghan chief was barely
interested in the crown of Hindustan and
wanted above all to keep the Punjab as his
milch cow, while the Marathas were keen
to control Delhi affairs as well as to restrain
other contenders — being prepared for
untenable agreements, and remaining
impervious to any sort of counsel.

What distinguished Maratha politics
was its fragmentation and the overriding
rivalry between various sardars, the case
of Malhar Rao Holkar and his reliance on
Rohilla leader Najib Khan being an in-
stance in point. The precarity of hastily
conceived alliances, the extreme cynicism
that accompanied all political and diplo-
matic engagements, blurred distinctions
between friend and foe. Therefore, when
the two contenders finally met in Panipat,
the stage was set for confusion, extraor-
dinary feats of courage, and equally de-
spairing episodes of sheer opportunism.

The final act in the drama, however,
was not predictable. With gifted com-
manders like Sadashiv Rao Bhau, with the
select forces of Vishwas Rao, the Peshwa'’s
son, marching towards North India with
Ibrahim Gardi, a French-trained Muslim
general who had worked for the Nizam of
Hyderabad, it seemed the Marathas
would take the honours. Only a last-

ests are not well served by the world at
large. The UN system is crippled by the
veto enjoyed by the five permanent mem-
bers. Chinais not interested in fighting ter-
rorism except at home. Russia is also aid-
ing terrorism in Syria so is hopelessly
compromised. Words of support from
these two are worthless. India has to treat
the partners in the fight against terrorism
as fair-weather friends who will be no
help at all.

Sowhatis tobe done? Itis not a case of
repeating the Uri surgical strike. That was
a skirmish between two armies. Terrorist
movements exist outside that domain. For
India to cross the border and attack guer-
rilla groups will be a violation of interna-
tional law. That may not seem so bad to

minute constellation of adverse weather
conditions, diplomatic isolation, want of
provisions, and the disagreement bet-
ween the Maratha sardars strained the
Maratha forces.

Abdali moved in stealthily, squeezing
the line of supplies for the Marathas, and
outwitting them in what was essentially a
battle of attrition. Neither side could goad
the other into firing the first salvo until the
starving Maratha camp finally responded,
abandoning well thought-out military
plans. The struggle and carnage that follow-
ed lasted seven hours — by which time
some of the great commanders had died,
leaving the Peshwa in Poona to decode
what remains in history a rare epistle car-
ried by a banker: “two pearls dissolved,
twenty-five gold mohurs have been lost,
and of the silver and the copper the total
cannot be castup”.

Itis, of course, tempting toread paral-
lels and prophesies, especially when the
contemporary political scene seems to
have resemblances to cynical power poli-
tics. What was certain then was that the
Battle of Panipat temporarily halted the
Maratha advance, and enabled the East
India Company to maintain a low profile
for a while, consolidate its early gains in
Bengal, and subsequently make a strong
bid for supremacy in the subcontinent.

What is certain now is that the stakes
are high, the narrative overcharged with
religious symbols, while on the ground, all
contenders have to grapple with the reali-
ties of power and go beyond the equations
of caste, community, and the bazaar.

Lakshmi Subramanian is a Fellow at
L'Institut d'études avancées de Nantes.
She has written extensively on the history
of pre-colonial and early modern India

chapter in a perennial war

most Indians. But if such an attack across
the border is carried out, India will have
to be ready for a war of some duration
with Pakistan.

India has won three out of four wars
against Pakistan. The 1948 war can be
called unfinished. But the major differ-
ence now is that both are nuclear powers.
Thus any military engagement has to have
a strictly limited aim which can be re-
alised and then India can unilaterally end
the war. This is tricky and cannot be done
in a hurry and certainly not while Indian
blood is boiling. This time the strike has
notonly to be surgical but it has to be key-
hole surgery, precise, subtle and effective.

There should be no haste. Success
is vital.

FIFTH COLUMN

TAVLEEN SINGH

‘This is
war, not
terrorism

A QUESTION that has troubled me ever
since Maulana Masood Azhar became
one of the jihadist fiends we released in
Kandahar 20 years ago is why he is still
alive. Why was he along with the other
monsters released in exchange for the
passengers of IC 814 not killed immedi-
ately after they sped across the border
into Pakistan? The military men who
rule the Islamic Republic have never hes-
itated to admit that the jihadi groups
they created were ‘assets’ in their unend-
ing war against India, so they would have
no right to complain if we started de-
stroying these assets by covert means. So
why have we never done this? Could it
be because we do not have the ability to
do this? If not, why not?

When Narendra Modi became prime
minister, he promised not to be as much
of a wimp as the prime ministers before
him. He used strong language to con-
demn their wimpy behaviour. After the
attack on the military camp in Uri three
years ago, there was that famous surgical
strike. It was a tough immediate re-
sponse. But, surely since then, there
should have been time to build enough
covert assets to conduct exactly the sort
of war inside Pakistan that the Islamic
Republic’s military rulers have been con-
ducting on Indian soil for far too long? It
is because India has not yet learned to
fight this new kind of war that evil men
like Hafiz Saeed and Masood Azhar are
still able to do what Jaish-e-Mohammad
did last week in Pulwama.

These Pakistani ‘assets’ are religious
fanatics who have a hatred for India that
is visceral. In a memoir Masood Azhar
wrote soon after being freed, he wrote of
how the Indian Minister of External
Affairs, Jaswant Singh, had offered him
food and water on the flight that took
him to Kandahar and how he had re-
fused. “I did not want to sip even a drop
of Indian water,” he wrote. He drank
plenty of it when he spent years in Indian
jails and to this day it makes no sense
why nobody quietly poisoned that wa-
ter while he was a guest of the
Government of India. The other man
who we should have been dealt with
similarly was Omar Sheikh who was re-
leased in the same exchange. He also
spent years in Indian jails.

If we can have special courts to try
rapists, why do we not have special mil-
itary courts to try jihadists? In ‘secular’
Congress times, this was not a question
anyone could have asked without being
labelled a hawk because senior Congress
leaders were not even prepared to ac-
cept that the 26/11 attack was a
Pakistani military operation. A former
chief minister released a book whose ti-
tle said that the RSS was behind the at-
tack on Mumbai. And, the man who is
now Congress president told an
American ambassador he was more
worried about Hindu terrorism than the
jihadist kind.

So we learned to live with what we
continue to wrongly call ‘Pakistani ter-
rorism’.

It is not. It is war. When the surgical
strike in 2016 was Modi’s response to the
Uri attack, there was hope that Modi un-
derstood the need to fight back hard.
Surgical strikes have their place but why
are we not using the same tactics that the
Pakistani army is using against India? If
itis because we have not created the as-
sets to do this, then shame on us. We
need these assets more than we need
Rafale fighter jets because there is un-
likely to be another old-style war on our
benighted subcontinent. There will not
be that kind of war because the Pakistani
military has proven that it is unneces-
sary when they can continue to deploy
‘assets’ like Masood Azhar.

So what happens now? With India
on the verge of a general election, there
is little time to do more than spout the
kind of platitudes we heard from senior
political leaders after the Pulwama at-
tack. ‘The sacrifices of our brave security
personnel shall not go in vain,” tweeted
the Prime Minister and the Home
Minister echoed this sentiment. The
Governor of Jammu & Kashmir accepted
that there had been a major intelligence
failure.

But is there nothing more we can do?
Since we are in a state of undeclared war
with Pakistan, surely we can, at the very
least, break diplomatic relations. Is there
any point in having an embassy in
Islamabad when Pakistan has made it so
clear that it has no intention of calling off
its cowardly, shameful war?

What must be done even more ur-
gently is to prepare our soldiers and
para-military forces to fight the kind of
war that is being fought against us.
Attacks like the one that killed 40 CRPF
men last week are not acts of terrorism;
they are acts of war.

Follow Tavleen Singh on Twitter
a @ tavleen_singh
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Twitter before Parliament

It should have proactively engaged with Indian lawmakers

he summoning of Twitter Chief

Executive Officer Jack Dorsey by

the Parliamentary Committee on

Information Technology to discuss
the “safeguarding of citizens’ rights on the
social media platform” has interesting ram-
ifications. At one level, it is de facto acknowl-
edgement of the importance of social media
as a key channel for political messaging. At
the same time, it is also an example of the
elected representatives of a democratic
nation emphasising the sovereignty of local
laws while dealing with a multinational cor-
poration (MNC). There is no doubt that social
media is a force multiplier during contem-
porary political campaigns. Twitter is a

remarkable platform for publicly showcasing
political ideologies. It is used by all sorts of
political formations for the dissemination of
news, fake news, and opinions favouring
their respective causes, making it an arena for
deploying argument and counter-argument.

In that sense, social media platforms
are open pulpits and there must indeed be
alevel playing field in terms of allowing the
free expression of different points of view,
subject to basic limits being placed on vio-
lent threats and hate speech. So, the right
wing complaining about possible bias in
the moderation of Twitter accounts has to
be taken seriously. However, it may well
also be true that Twitter is responding even-

handedly, as it insists it is, in removing bots
and abusive posters, and that the right wing
simply has a numeric preponderance in
terms of abusive posters.

The paradox arises in that social media
platform such as Twitter are public spaces
that happen to be privately-owned. They are
curated by their owners who happen to be
MNCs driven by the profit motive, rather
than by altruism or any specific political ide-
ology. Twitter, like Facebook and Google,
operates in India in the hope of gaining trac-
tion and garnering revenues in one of the
world's largest internet markets. And, like
other multinationals, social media corpora-
tions must abide by local laws in every
nation where they operate.

Ttis especially important for the Indian
Parliament to assert its sovereignty in this
instance since there is extreme sensitivity
about this subject because of the country's
colonial history. The British East India

Company was, after all, a private company
that entered the subcontinent looking for
profits. There have been countless instances
through the colonial period and even later
when MNCs have manipulated political sys-
tems across the world in the hope of max-
imising profit. Indeed, MNCs have provoked
coups and backed dictatorships in Africa
and Latin America to safeguard their com-
mercial interests. Given the direct impact
of social media on politics, it is understand-
able that there is a great deal of nervousness
about possible bias on the part of Twitter.
A third, and so far unstated, strand in
this narrative is the enormous investment of
resources by all sides, which makes it diffi-
cult to contemplate drastic action. The polit-
ical establishment cannot afford to simply
eschew social media and ban Twitter. Every
political party has a social media wing with
a substantial budget and every party relies
on its social media strategy to energise the

base and to deliver votes.

For its part, while Twitter doesn't dis-
close national numbers, its India base is esti-
mated to be 30-50 million active users. This
makes it a potentially huge market and,
indeed, Twitter admits it hopes to generate
significant revenue from political adver-
tisements as the election campaign hots up.
Of course, Facebook and Google are also
hoping to pick up slices of the campaign pie.

This creates an uneasy situation of
mutual dependency. Twitter would be loath
to abandon India and the politicians would
also be unhappy if it does leave. That is why
it is all the more surprising that Twitter
would delay participating in the
Parliamentary Committee’s process. It is
also quite surprising that none of its India-
based officials is empowered to answer for
it before the Parliamentary Committee. To
that extent, it has been a public relations
fiasco on Twitter’s part.

Putting the EVM controversy to rest

Doubts about the reliability of electronic voting machines will continue unless election results obtained through
EVMs and voter-verified paper trails are matched through statistically rigorous tests

REUTERS

Election staff check electronic voting machines at a distribution centre. Boosting the voter’s confidence in the safety of EVMs is as important as making the machines tamper-proof

ATANU BISWAS

Democracy investigated anomalies and irregularities
in electronic voting systems, particularly those made
by Diebold Election Systems, during the years 2000-04 in
the United States, especially in Florida. However, Diebold
President David Byrd suggested that the documentary was
“replete with material examples of inaccurate reporting”.
Most voters, like me, are technologically not knowl-
edgeable enough to understand the security of electronic
voting machines (EVMs), and would depend either on
institutions or political parties to make up their minds in
such a delicate issue. The Election Commission of India
(ECI) has consistently maintained that EVMs in India are
standalone devices not connected to any network, that
the software is written onto a one-time programmable
chip, and that these EVMs cannot be tampered with. The
courts also have ruled in favour of the machines quite a few
times. However, most major political parties have raised
their voice against EVMs at some point or the other.

The EVM Hackathon Challenge organised by the ECIin
June 2017 was, in fact, a litmus test for EVMs, but no expert
from any political party could hack the machine. However,
such allegations are not good advertisements for democ-
racy. And the “common man” remains utterly confused.
Can this be stopped by using scientific evidence?

Now that we are almost into the era of 100 per cent
Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trails (VVPATS) in all elections,
VVPATS can be used for macro-level verification as well.
Some statistical application, specifically efficient sampling
and probability calculations, might be enough to prove
that EVMs have not been tampered with. In a Press Note
dated May 20, 2017, the ECI stated: “The Commission will
count VVPAT slips up to a definite percentage, which will
be determined by the Commission.”

In the past, there was speculation about the possibility

T he 2006 Emmy-nominated documentary Hacking

of a five per cent ceiling on counting VVPAT trails, and also
mandatory counting of 5-14 polling stations in each con-
stituency. There has even been speculation to the effect that
10-25 per cent of VVPAT slips would be counted manual-
ly. But, that is a huge proportion. Statistically, we really do
not need such a large number of paper trails to be count-
ed and tallied with EVM results. A much smaller number
of VVPAT slips would be more than enough to ensure that
EVMs have not been tampered with.

During the Assembly Election in
Gujarat in December 2017, VVPAT slips
and EVM results were matched in one
randomly selected polling station in
each of the 182 constituencies, and the
Commission did not find any discrep-
ancy. While it was an experiment
involving 182 polling stations out of a
total of 50,128, which is just 0.36 per
cent, in practice it might be strong evi-
dence of non-tampering with EVMs,
provided proper statistical sampling
design and techniques are followed in selecting the sample.

For example, if only two per cent of EVMs are tam-
pered with, such a small sample size with proper sam-
pling methodology will be able to identify a tampered
EVM with 97.5 per cent probability. Let us try to understand
how such a small sample size would work.

About 18 lakh EVMs are used all over India across 543
Lok Sabha constituencies. To check whether rice is prop-
erly boiled while cooking, we use a spoon to make the
grains homogeneous in the rice pot, and then test only a
few grains. That is sampling, enough to judge whether the
rice is nicely boiled, and the technique can be used to
identify possible tampering in the case of EVMs as well.
However, “random” selection of EVMs should be executed
by eminent experts in sampling, who could be appointed
a priori for this job by an appropriate authority.

Statistical
applications
such as efficient
sampling and
probability
calculations may
be enough to
prove that EVMs
have not been
tampered with

Some technical issues, such as the possibility of strati-
fied sampling, selection of strata and determination of
sample size within each stratum, should also be fixed a pri-
ori. For example, assuming that only 0.1 per cent of EVMs
are tampered with, a sampling of one per cent will almost
certainly identify at least one mismatch. If, instead, only 0.3
per cent of EVMs are sampled in this case, a mismatch can
be identified with a probability more than 99.5 per cent.

Alternatively, we may prefer to assess the EVMs of each
constituency separately, depending on its political and social
nature. On average, a little over 3,300 EVMs per constituen-
cy are used in India, and the number of EVMs for which
VVPATs are tallied should depend on the level of vulnera-
bility and level of precision we need. For example, if we
want to identify a “20 per cent EVM tampering” scenario in
a constituency with 95 per cent probability, we would need
to count VVPATs in 14 machines. On the other hand, a “three
per cent tampering” scenario can be detected with 99 per
cent probability with a sample size of 99 per constituency.

In both cases, nearly three EVMs that have been tampe-
red with are expected to be found in each constituency. In any
case, we would count the VVPATS of a very small proportion
of EVMs, and yet that would provide enough scientific evi-
dence. Also, there might be different levels of allegations of
EVM tampering in different parts of the country, which might
be an additional input for the formation of strata.

A “nomismatch” in the sampled EVMs in such a set-up
might be very strong scientific evidence against the possi-
bility of EVM tampering. Voters may also find it helpful to
keep their faith in EVMs. Unless EVMs are put through
such a clear scientific agni pariksha, grumbling about
them will continue. Bolstering the common man’s confi-
dence in the safety of the EVMs is no less important than
making the EVMs themselves safe, if not more important.

The writer is Professor of Statistics at the Indian Statistical
Institute, Kolkata

Why Chinese
tourists matter

GAUTAM BAMBAWALE

deficit with China has agitated

our policymakers over the past
decade. All efforts to bridge the
trade gap or even reduce it have so
far come to naught. Our efforts to
export more basmati and non-bas-
mati rice, sugar, cotton, mangoes,
grapes, pomegranate and sapota
have not dented the ballooning
deficit. Our attempts to sell software
and pharmaceuticals to the Middle
Kingdom have run into elaborate
Chinese non-tariff barriers. Our
deficit with China constitutes the
bulk of our global trade deficit.

India’s expanding trade deficit is
dictated by the composition of our
trade with China. When we import
every kind of finished, value-added
product — including iron and steel,
electronics, electricals, power
equipment and mobile handsets —
no amount of pro-active effort by
our exporting community to boost
the sales of primary produce to
China will narrow the deficit. This is
dictated by the nature of our
imports and exports.

The key to balancing our deficit
with China is not to
look at the balance of
trade, but instead to
focus on the Invisibles
part of our bilateral bal-
ance of payments.
India needs to boost
the number of in-
bound Chinese tourists
to our country. We need
to do this quickly. We
need to do this on a
large scale. We need to
do this with a game
plan in mind.

In 2018, Chinese tourists made
150 million trips abroad. In that
same year, India received just
250,000 tourists from China. India
needs to work on attracting a size-
able chunk of the large numbers of
Chinese nationals who travel out-
side their country. Even one per
cent of this number works out to a
whopping 1.5 million Chinese visi-
tors to India. This enhanced tourist
inflow would help balance our pay-
ments with China on the current
account. This is where India needs
to focus its efforts.

We must make a herculean effort
in the coming two years on this
score. It needs to be a public-private
effort, where the central govern-
ment, the state governments and
our privately-owned-and-run
tourism industry pool all their
resources and work in tandem.

An excellent start in this direc-
tion was made in August 2018, when
Tourism Minister KJ Alphonse con-
ducted a series of tourism road

India’s large and growing trade

We have the
capacity to
entertain many
more tourists
from across our
northern borders.
A concerted effort
to get our message
across to them
could see up to 1.5
million Chinese
tourists visiting
India by 2020

shows in four major Chinese cities.
Our efforts cannot end there. India
must expand the size of the India
Tourist Office in Beijing and put
more resources at its disposal. We
need to appoint a top-of-the line
strategic consultant in China to aid
us in drawing up a comprehensive
tourism development plan. This
should be backed up by hiring an
excellent PR firm to help us get our
message of “Incredible India” out
to the Chinese audience.

This message needs to be taken
down from the metropolitan cities
of China to the tier-2 and tier-3 cities
too, since many of the potential
tourists live there. Advertising cam-
paigns, bus-wrap projects as well as
on-line blitzes will be necessary.

While we already have tourism
material in the Chinese language
and India Tourism also boasts a
Chinese language website, surely
we can make some incredible adver-
tising with a well-known Chinese
film or sports star as the face of our
campaign in China. Perhaps, Aamir
Khan (whose films are loved by
Chinese audiences) and Jackie
Chan could be made brand ambas-
sadors for India.

It is critical for our
promotion efforts to be
intense, ongoing and
continuous, focused on
our end goal and credi-
ble. If we are able to bring
such single-mindedness
to bear, we can achieve
the objective of attract-
ing significant Chinese
tourism to India.

Many Chinese
tourists, but not all, pre-
fer to travel in groups,
and special catering
may be necessary in terms of
accommodation, food and local
transportation. India’s Buddhist
trail is sure to be especially attrac-
tive, but so will our beaches, our
mountains, our forests, and our his-
torical sites. We have the capacity
to entertain many more tourists
from across our northern borders.
What is required is a concerted push
and a special effort to get our mes-
sage across to them. Such an effort
could see up to 1.5 million Chinese
tourists visiting India by 2020.

Not merely will this help us
achieve all our targets for the
tourism sector, but it will also pro-
vide gainful employment to many of
our countrymen and women, while
at the same time balancing out our
trade deficit with China.

Thewriteris a former Indian Ambassador
to China. Heis currently Distinguished
Professor at Symbiosis International
(Deemed University).

The views are personal
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CAG report does not allay all
doubts about Rafale deal

The nation mourns

SBI chief revives an old idea

This moment calls for wisdom, foresight

But little progress on unified regulator

Clearly, defence acquisition processes
require reforms and streamlining

The price-redacted audit report on the process to acquire 36
Rafale fighter jets is unlikely to bring closure to the contro-
versy over the deal. The Modi government can draw comfort
from the fact that the CAG report concludes that the 2016
agreement is slightly better in terms of both pricing and deliv-
ery than what was under negotiation in 2007 during the UPA
regime. However, the report does not allay all doubts. Pegged
at 2.86 per cent, the price advantage in the contract over the
2007 offer is marginal. It is a far cry from the nine per cent sav-
ing claimed by the government. The delivery schedule is only
one month sooner than the estimated outer limit in the ear-
lier process.

The original issue of bringing down the total acquisition
from 126 to 36 aircraft does not draw much comment. Also, the
huge outgo on the India-Specific Enhancements (ISEs),
despite the final figure being projected as a 17 per cent saving
on the aligned offer, is something that requires deeper exam-
ination. Dassault was not the lowest bidder in the earlier
process, and its technical bid had been rejected. Perhaps,
this presented an opportunity to the present regime to reopen
the entire process to buy Medium Multi-Role Combat Aircraft

(MMRCA) and invite fresh bids. The CAG identifies as a major
problem the fact that the technical requirements are too nar-
rowly defined for most vendors to comply with. The mes-
sage from the report is that defence acquisition processes
require reforms and streamlining.

The Hindu, February 15

The vehicle-bomb suicide
attack on a CRPF convoy near
Awantipora on Thursday is
the deadliest ever terror
strike against security forces
in three decades of militancy
in Kashmir. The loss of so
many security personnel
while on duty will be
mourned across the country.
Jaish-e-Mohammed, which
works out of Pakistan under
the leadership of Masood
Azhar, has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack. The route
taken by the 78 vehicles with
more than 2,500 jawans on
Thursday is used by troop
convoys travelling up from
Jammu to camps in Srinagar.
As it is the only highway,
their movement is no secret.
But as Thursday’s attack has
revealed, abomber in a vehi-
cle loaded with explosives

just has to wait for his
opportunity.

Whether Jaish had
advance information, and
how the bomber slipped
through road opening parties
that must clear and secure
the route, is now a question
for investigators to probe. For
now, however, this moment
calls for sobriety and wis-
dom. With parliamentary
elections only weeks away,
the timing of the attack is a
fraught one. But the nation
would be better served if the
BJP-led NDA government at
the Centre, and all political
parties, including those in
the Valley, pause and reflect
on the grave juncture in
Kashmir in which this dev-
astating attack has come.

The Indian Express, February 15

Rajnish Kumar, the chairman
of State Bank of India, has
tried to stir a debate on that
old chestnut: The need for a
unified regulator in the
financial services industry.
On the face of it, the concept
of a unified regulator appears
to be very seductive. The
United Kingdom experi-
mented with a single regula-
tor, the Financial Services
Authority, between 2001 and
2013. It has since been split
into two agencies.
Regulators in India have
baulked at the idea, fearing
invasion of their turf and the
loss of independence to a
super regulator. In 2013, the
BN Srikrishna committee,
which had been asked to sug-
gest financial-sector legisla-
tive reforms, had examined
the idea closely. The commit-

tee had proposed the forma-
tion of a super regulator with
the merger of four regulators:
The Securities and Exchange
Board of India, Forward
Markets Commission,
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority, and
the Pension Fund Regulatory
and Development Authority.
While the oldest regulator, the
Reserve Bank of India, would
continue to operate inde-
pendently, the committee
suggested that its role ought to
be modified to initially cover
the three areas of monetary
policy, banking supervision
and payment systems. Mr
Kumar's latest push for a
debate on the issue opens up
the scope of tearing down the
walls of regulation.

The Telegraph, February 15
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ANJULI BHARGAVA
New Delhi, 16 February

The fate of 100 young girls hung
by a thread when the head of the
Telangana Welfare Society in the
state’s Ranga Reddy district felt
that the residential school which it
ran may as well be shut down.

Not only were the results
abysmal — the students were fail-
ing most of the external examina-
tions — the school itself was in a
decrepit condition. Poor hygiene
and the infestation of mosquitoes
on the grounds meant that stu-
dents were often sick. The prob-
lems of the Telangana Social
Welfare Residential School,
Gowlidoddi, looked insurmount-
able.

Still, the head of the Society
made one last attempt to revive
the school. He brought in a new
school leader and sought the assis-
tance of the Indian School Leaders
Institute (ISLI), a Mumbai-based
initiative. ISLI began a two-year
School Improvement
Development Plan with the new
head. The Society also agreed to
pump in more resources to
improve the school’s basic infra-

Indian School Leaders Institute, a Mumbai-based
initiative, aims to motivate leaders to transform a
failing institution into a successful one

structure.

The new principal, assisted by
ISLI, adopted a painstakingly
detailed data-driven reform plan
— class by class and lesson by les-
son. For example, if in a class, 17
students got something right and
3 did not, the teacher was asked to
focus on the three who erred. But
ifin a class of 20, 17 got an answer
wrong and 3 got it right, the prin-
cipal was to focus on the teacher.

Two years later, the change was
dramatic. In 2017-18, the school’s
pass rate for the Class 12 board
examinations rose to 98 per cent
— up from 65 per cent before the
reform. As many as 55 girls joined
the MBBS/BBS programme, 14
joined ayurveda and homeopathy
courses, and 10 enrolled in char-
tered accountancy or other
finance courses.

Two girls made it to the Azim
Premji University in Bengaluru
and three to the Delhi University
— both game changers for stu-
dents who were mostly first- gen-
eration learners.

Thanks to the efforts of ISLI
and the new principal, the
Telangana Social Welfare
Residential School had been saved
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Gray Matters India (GMI), which assesses low-cost private schools in India, has found that ISLI schools have
seen a 20.5 per cent improvement in the number of students performing better than the GMI Average

from closure.

Not far away, R Prashanthi, a
principal in a school in
Telangana’s Siddipet district, was
yet another cog in the public-edu-
cation wheel until she underwent
ISLI’s City Fellowship programme
in 2015.

Prashanthi learnt how to devel-
op school improvement plans,
design academic calendars, and
expand the scope of activities for a
more holistic development of stu-
dents. She also learnt how to train
teachers in “flipped pedagogy”,

where students are the active par-
ticipants and the teachers are the
facilitators.

The personal transformation of
Prashanthi is a story in itself. She
trained her own teachers so suc-
cessfully that she was entrusted
with the training of teachers in six
other schools. Today, she is the
controller of examinations and
training for 267 schools in the dis-
trict — a star of sorts.

The two examples above — one
where a failing institution was
turned around, and the other

where a star was identified in a
system that consistently fails to
recognise merit — illustrate why
ISLI came into being and what can
be achieved if the school leader is
motivated.

Set up in 2013, ISLI is the brain-
child of three key people in India’s
education space. Shaheen Mistry
(Teach for India), Vandana Goyal,
(then CEO of Akanksha
Foundation) and Ashish Dhawan
(founder, Central Square
Foundation) came together when
they spotted the gap in the system

How tofixaschool? Byfixing theleader

and realised a motivated school
leader can transform a failing
school into a successful one.

“At that time, there was a lot of
conversation about teacher quali-
ty, but conversations about school
leadership quality were limited. It
was to bridge this gap that we
decided to set up ISLL,” explains
Dhawan.

Moreover, global research has
found that school leadership
accounts for a quarter of the
school’s impact on student learn-
ing. The National Centre for
School Leadership (NCSL) was set
up in 2012 to focus on this need in
the public education system, but
there was no one addressing this
in the case of private schools.

ISLI has two main interven-
tions: the City Fellowship and a
programme to work with state
governments. The City Fellowsh-
ip, which is an urban initiative, is
one where ISLI staff work closely
with a school leader for two years.

Currently operating in Mum-
bai, Pune, Hyderabad and Beng-
aluru, the programme involves
ISLI running workshops every 4
to 6 weeks, where the principal is
trained to raise their expectations
from students (instead of writing
them off), develop a vision for the
school, and motivate teachers.

Leaders learn to make aca-
demic calendars, train teachers
and maximise what the school

offers. ISLI is medium- and board-
agnostic. Typically, training is cus-
tomised depending on the region
and the school. And there is every
indication that ISLI’s efforts are
paying off.

Gray Matters India (GMI),
which assesses low-cost private
schools in India, have found that
ISLI schools have seen a 20.5 per
cent improvement in the number
of students performing better than
the GMI Average.

ISLI has also started working
with state governments. A pilot
project was recently launched in
Tamil Nadu, where it is working
with 1,400 school principals in the
educationally backward district of]
Krishnagiri. In 2019, it will work
with 117 government schools in
Pune’s Pimpri Chinchwad district
over a period of three years.

Gayatri Lobo, CEO of ISLIL, who
quit a career in consulting, moved
into education in 2009, and then
joined the body in 2017, is focused
on expanding its reach.

Plans are afoot to reach 16,000
government school leaders by
2020. A model is being developed
to “virtually” reach 40,000 school
leaders.

With over 400,000 low-cost
private schools and private-aided
schools and over a million gov-
ernment schools across the coun-
try, ISLI clearly has its work
cut out.

Air Force shows

“‘New India’ won’t spare those who

off strike power
at Vayu Shakti

Firepower demonstration of an Indian Air Force fighter plane during the ‘Vayu Shakti-2019’ at

Pokhran, Rajasthan, on Saturday

AJAI SHUKLA
Pokhran, (Rajasthan), 16 February

based Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) ter-

rorist group orchestrated a deadly sui-
cide car bombing in Kashmir that killed some
40 troopers from the Central Reserve Policy
Force (CRPF), 137 aircraft from the Indian Air
Force (IAF) struck ground targets 200 kilome-
tres due south of Bahawalpur, the headquarters
of the JeM.

This was not retaliation. The targets struck
were well inside India, in the Pokhran Field
Firing Range. This was a pre-planned exercise
called Vayu Shakti, which the IAF carries out
once every three years, to demonstrate it is
equipped, rehearsed and ready for action. It
has been rehearsing Exercise Vayu Shakti for
almost a month.

“Today we will display the way we would
influence events on the ground (in a war). We are
showcasing our ability to hit hard, hit fast and hit
with precision, hit during day, hit during night
and hit under adverse weather conditions
through our autonomous bombing capability,”
said IAF chief, Air Chief Marshal B S Dhanoa,
while inaugurating the demonstration.

Like every year, dozens of diplomats, mostly
foreign military officers posted in embassies in
New Delhi, were flown out to Pokhran in an IAF
aircraft and shown the display. There were no
diplomats from Pakistan or China — the two
countries to whom New Delhi would most like to
send out messages of operational readiness.

Business Standard learnt diplomats from
these two countries were not issued invitations
to the demonstration.

Exercise Vayu Shakti was mostly about dis-
playing the IAF’s ability to strike targets on the

O n Saturday, two days after the Pakistan-
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ground — such as enemy convoys and tanks,
radar stations, railway yards and military head-
quarters. The other important dimension of air
power, air-to-air combat, had been practiced a
few months ago in a large IAF exercise called
Gagan Shakti.

Dhanoa did not miss the opportunity to
correlate Vayu Shakti with the recent events
in Kashmir.

“While wars are few and far between, we have
an ever present sub-conventional threat as the
enemy knows he cannot defeat us in a conven-
tional conflict. So today we showcase our ability
to punish, our ability to insert and extricate our
troops from hostile territories,” he said.

This was demonstrated in spectacular fash-
ion, with Dhanoa himself arriving in a C-130
special forces aircraft that landed right in front
of the spectators on a makeshift airstrip barely
800 metres long. The C-130 is built for inserting
commandoes into enemy territory using
makeshift airstrips.

Thereafter, the Pokhran Ranges resonated
with explosions as each of the IAF’s fighter air-
craft struck a variety of simulated targets with
unerring accuracy. For the first time, the MiG-
29UPG — an air-to-air fighter that has now been
upgraded to a multi-role aircraft — showcased its
new ground strike capability.

Also featuring for the first time was the swing
role capability of the Tejas fighter, which fired a
missile at an enemy aircraft and also struck a
ground target in the same mission. The indige-
nous Akash missile also engaged and directly
hit a simulated aircraft target by night.

Exercise Vayu Shakti is conducted once every
three years. This firepower demonstration was
earlier conducted at the Tilpat Ranges outside
Delhi. But, after 1989, it was shifted to Pokhran
Ranges where more land is available.

target our soldiers, says PM Modi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Dhule (Maharashtra)/lagdalpur (Chhattisgarh),
16 February

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday said the grief caused by the
Pulwama terror attack would be
avenged. He said this was a “new
India” that would not tolerate those
who provide guns and bombs to target
security personnel.

Addressing a public meeting after
inaugurating several development
projects in north Maharashtra, he
said anger over the assault in Jaimmu
and Kashmir that claimed the lives of
40 CRPF jawans was palpable in the
country.

“I have come here at a time when
there is anger and eyes are moist. I salute
the brave soldiers and the mothers who
gave birth to them,” he said. “Apart from
the government, as citizens of the coun-
try, itis our responsibility to stand by the
families. This is the time for mourning.

“Iwant to assure each family who lost
their loved one that each drop of tear will
be avenged (aasu ka pura pura jawab
liyajayega).”

The PM also said, “Oursis a new India
with new methods and policies, and the
world will experience this now. Those
who spray bullets or those who provide
guns and bombs to target our soldiers,
will not be spared. We will not allow them
to sleep in peace," Modi asserted.

The prime minister said his govern-
ment has worked tirelessly for the wel-
fare of farmers and pointed to the recent
announcement of providing 6,000
annually directly into the bank accounts
of agriculturalists having less than five
acres of land.

Rahul rakes up Ambani, Mallya

Congress president Rahul Gandhi on
Saturday hit out at the Modi government,
saying that while it waived loans worth

(From left) Prime Minister Narendra Modi hands over a key to a beneficiary of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, in
Yavatmal, Maharashtra, on Saturday, along with Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis. Congress President
Rahul Gandhi, Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel and other senior Congress leaders during a rally in
Bastar, Chhattisgarh, on Saturday

US National Security Advisor John
Bolton telephoned Indian counterpart
Ajit Doval on Friday night to express his
outrage over the terrorist attack by a
Pakistan—based group of Islamic
extremists on Thursday in Kashmir,
according to a statement from India's
foreign ministry. The statement said
the two vowed to work together to
ensure Pakistan ceases to be a safe

Bolton calls Doval, China also condemns attack

haven for terrorist organisations.
Chinese State Councilor and Foreign
Minister Wang Yi on Saturday also
condemned the suicide attack in which
at least 40 CRPF personnel were killed,
saying Beijing "resolutely opposes" all
forms of terrorism and countries in the
region should enhance cooperation
and jointly address the threat of posed
byit. PTI

3.5 trillion of select industrialists such as
Anil Ambani and Vijay Mallya, it prom-
ised just %3.50 per day to farmers.
Gandhi was speaking at a convention
of tribals at Dhuragaon village in Bastar
district of Chhattisgarh. At the begin-

ning of the function, homage was paid to
thejawans who died in Thursday’s terror
attack. “We remember the CRPF jawans
who sacrificed their lives in Jammu and
Kashmir, and extend condolences and
love to their families,” Gandhi said.
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“Lakhs and crores of rupees have
been given to the people like Anil
Ambani, Nirav Modi, Mehul Choksi,
Vijay Mallya and Lalit Modi, but farmers
will get just%3.50 per day,” he said, refer-
ring to the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi Scheme, under which
farmers cultivating up to two hectares
(five acres) will get direct cash support of
36,000 annually.

“When the announcement 0f36,000
for farmers was made in the Union
Budget, BJP MPs were thumping their
desks in Lok Sabha... Is this a joke?" he
asked.

He promised that if the Congress was
voted to power after the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, a minimum income guarantee
would be provided to the poor and the
money would be deposited directly into
their bank accounts.

NGT hits out at TN govt for failing to clean water bodies

AASHISH ARYAN
New Delhi, 16 February

The principal Bench of the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
has come down heavily on the
Tamil Nadu government for
failing to clean its water bodies,
particularly the Cooum and
Adayar rivers, and the
Buckingham canal, despite
repeated reminders.

The increasing pollution in

these three water bodies has
been owing to “repeated failure
of the state of Tamil Nadu in its
duties,” said a three-member
Bench led by Chairman Justice
Adarsh Goel.

The Bench said it was tenta-
tively inclined to fining the state
government 100 crore for not
being able to act on its assur-
ances about cleaning the water
bodies. But, it would wait for a
report from an expert commit-

of damage.
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teeto assess the exact quantum

“Before taking a final view,
ajoint committee comprising
representatives of the Central
Pollution Control
(CPCB), Indian Institute of
Sciences-Bangalore, Madras

Environmental

Institute (NEERI), and the
State Pollution Control Board

Board

Economics,

Research

may assess the causes and
quantum of damage to the
environment as well as fur-
ther steps required for restora-
tion of the environment
which are not covered in the
action plan,” the Bench said.

The NGT has also directed
the chief secretary of the state
to be present on the next date
of hearing on April 23. “We
direct the chief secretary to be
ready with the progress report

in the present matter as well
which is impacting a large
number of inhabitants living
in the catchments of these riv-
er systems,” the NGT said.

On the last date of hearing
in the matter, the NGT had
said it was not satisfied by the
action taken report submitted
by the state and asked Tamil
Nadu as to why it should not be
asked to submit a performance
guarantee of 10 crore.

In a trend reversal, jewellers shift to handcrafted designs

Fewer options and inability to correct design errors are some
of the major drawbacks of machine-made jewellery

Heavy machinery costs, changing mindset of consumers responsible for the shift, say experts

DILIP KUMAR JHA
Mumbai, 16 February

Machines replaced human hands in the
manufacturing of gold jewellery a few
decades back. The need, back then, was to
cut costs, and cater to the rising popularity
of machine designs in chains, earrings and
bangles. Handcrafted designs were blended
with machine-made ones. And soon,
machine-made ornaments expanded their
share in the overall jewellery sales to 25-30
per cent, from less than 5 per cent.
However, after revolutionising the jew-
ellery industry through machine-made
designs, jewellers are going back to their
roots of traditional handcrafted manufactur-

ing of gold and diamond ornaments to
appease customers for premiums.

This move can be seen as a result of com-
bination of factors. One, most jewellers are
voluntarily opting for hallmark jewellery.
Second, the retail gold price is in sync with
the indicative price announced daily by the
Indian Bullion and Jewellers Association
for retailers.

Therefore, the major differentiation is the
design. And without designs, the brand val-
ue, which otherwise is a guarantee for purity,
is diminishing.

Adding to this, the shift from hand-craft-
ed to machine-made ornaments did not
serve the purpose. Neither the cost of
machine-made jewellery declined, nor did

the jewellers find innovative designs.

“The industry is going back to ‘hand-
crafted’ ornaments for both domestic and
overseas buyers. Thus, such jewellery will be
the future in India,” said N Anantha
Padmanaban, managing director, NAC
Jewellers, a leading jewellery manufacturer
in Chennai, and chairman of the All India
Gems & Jewellery Domestic Council (GJC).

In fact, the GJC plans to re-introduce
‘Lucky Lakshmi’ — its famous marketing
campaign — to encourage jewellery
manufacturers to work with intricate hand-
crafted designs.

“Installment of a machine calls for a mas-
sive investment. Hence, small jewellery
orders cannot be fulfilled using machines.

For every small order, a dye needs to be
made, which costs a lot to jewellers. Since
the consumers’ mindset in India keeps
changing, the machine-made ornaments
become outdated after a small period. In
case of handcrafted ones, the consumers
hold onto the ornaments for long because of
their emotional attachments,” said Shaankar
Sen, chairman and managing director,
Senco Gold, a Kolkata-based jewellery
manufacturer.

Availability of options and flexibility with
errors and omissions are some of the major
drawbacks of machine-made jewellery. Also,
machine-made jewellery tends to break dur-
ing the finishing process. They are then con-
nected using laser technology, which has
short durability and further adds onto

the woes.
o0 00
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Pulwama terror attack

J&K needs governance beyond rhetoric

came in of the death of 40 CRPF men in a suicide bomb attack.

The nation as one joins the shattered families in their hour of
grief. But repeated rhetoric of a muscular kind has now been shown to
be inadequate in addressing national security concerns. The daily kill
count in the Kashmir valley and the extended political celebration of
the surgical strikes, recently made into a testosterone-laden block-
buster movie, were insufficient to neutralise the consequences of a
disastrous coalition experimentation, repeated governance failures
and the sidelining of alternative political voices in the Valley.

The unrelenting security operations with no political solution on
the horizon may well have given way to complacency in the Kashmir’s
security infrastructure, leading to a grave intelligence lapse that per-
mitted the accumulation of several hundred kilograms of explosives
used in the attack. Pakistan is, of course, behind this attack. But we
cannot forget that it was a local youth who rammed the car into the
CRPF convoy. Continuing counter-insurgency strikes in the Valley are
creating a contrarian conflict, which can only be addressed through a
political process. The government and people of India cannot win this
battle without winning the hearts and minds of the local population.

If the huge cache of explosives establishes the scale of intelligence fail-
ure, we need to ask how could 2,500 security personnel be ferried without
following the standard operating procedure? We cannot afford to shed more
blood in vain. If choppers are the answer, let the government bring in amore
expensive alternative. The maximum losses of security forces have hap-
pened on the Anantnag-Brijbehara-Pampore axis, yet there has not been
sufficient surveillance to deter this murderous mayhem that reduced the
CRPF bus toamangled heap. Pakistan’s deep state will try every dirty trick
in its book but we should be militarily prepared to stop, expose and hit at its
resources like Masood Azhar. Simultaneously, we should create an atmos-
phere of political engagement to address the angst of the Valley’s youth.

3 SHROUD of sadness descended on the country as the news

Superstition echoes in House

Punjab MLAs trade barbs over black magic, dera culture

enactment of a law in Punjab on the pattern of Maharashtra to

prevent exploitation of the masses due to superstition and black
magic, opened a can of worms during the ongoing Budget session in
the Punjab Assembly on Thursday. Cutting across party lines, the Vid-
han Sabha members agreed that tough action should be taken against
the charlatans who were propagating irrational beliefs and befooling
mostly illiterate and poor people. However, they could not resist the
temptation of revealing each other’s secrets in the House.

An Akali MLA took potshots at a minister for changing the direction of
his houses on the advice of astrologers; he targeted another minister for
holding havans. The ruling Congress, in turn, accused the rivals’ top brass
of wearing rings studded with special stones for good luck. There was
another verbal duel between legislators of the two parties over wearing
amulets and consulting priests. The slanging match nipped in the bud
what could have been a meaningful discussion on social evils. The urgency
of formulating an action plan to deal with the menace was lost in the din.

It is common knowledge that the state’s politicians frequent deras,
especially during election time, as these are perceived as major vote banks.
The sect heads largely owe their clout to political patronage, even though
their electoral influence has waxed and waned over the years. In 2017, Akal
Takht had handed out tankha (religious punishment) to about 40 Sikh lead-
ers of the SAD, the Congress and the Aam Aadmi Party for seeking the sup-
port of Sirsa-based Dera Sacha Sauda ahead of the Assembly elections.
With another election coming up, it won’t be a surprise if desperate
attempts are made again to woo various deras, though this might be done
more discreetly than before. It’s unfortunate that some elected represen-
tatives have no qualms about going the superstitious way. They are send-
Ing out awrong message by shunning a rational and progressive approach.
There is no room for scientific temper under these circumstances, unless
the leaders act responsibly and show the way to the masses.

Q RESOLUTION moved by BJP MLA Som Parkash, seeking the

Violence sends deep roots into the heart; it has no
seasons. It is always ripe evergreen. — Pat Conroy

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

CBhe Tribune.
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The Failure of Coercion.

AS for the failure of coercion, we will quote one or two more. A more honest man
than John Bright never lived. And this is what he said of the first Coercion Act:-
“I think the legislation of 1881 was unfortunately a great mistake, though I was
myself a member of the Government concerned in it.” How many similar
admissions should we have if all statesmen were as honest as Bright or as
courageous as Gladstone! Let us quote another authority, an authority not as
high, where statesmanship is concerned, as that of Gladstone or Bright, but one
even more significant owing to the political creed and the high executive office
held by the personage concerned. He had been looking through Coercion Acts,
said Lord Carnarvon, who had become Lord Lieutenant of Ireland after the fall
of the Gladstone Ministry in 1885, and had been astonished to find that ever
since 1847, with some very short intervals hardly worth mentioning, Ireland had
lived under exceptional and coercive legislation.

Samples of Moderation.

THE Anglo-Indian Press so often set up as mentors of the Indian both as regards
the virtue of moderation and the heinousness of using strong language that the
following samples of moderation which we cull from one single article in one of
the most widely read of these papers, the Englishman of Calcutta, may prove of
interest:-"Weakness of this kind (the concession of time limit made in the case of
the Emergency Powers Bill) brings the Government into deserved contempt.”
Again:-“We detest this shilly-shallying. It is time the Government of India had
the courage of its convictions. Until it does show some vestiges of backbone it
cannot except to inspire confidence in its friends or respect in its opponents.”

OPINION
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Clueless in Kashmir

The Pulwama strike throws up pertinent questions, challenges

PRAVIN SAWHNEY

STRATEGIC AFFAIRS EXPERT

HE detestable Pulwama
blast is not about intelli-
gence failure or the inabili-
ty of security forces to act
upon it, as the government would
want us to believe. It is about India
lacking capability, capacity and
political will for war escalation. And
Pakistan being aware of it.

Things were made worse by the
2016 so-called surgical strikes, where
India (a) clandestinely hit terrorists’
temporary launchpads rather than
Pakistan army posts, and (b) imme-
diately informed Pakistan that it
would not escalate matters — an
acknowledgment of defunct political
will. Instead of furtively building
war-withal for strengthening border
management, Indian Generals,
notwithstanding incessant terror
attacks and loss of lives, continue
with counter-terror operations and
hollow bravado.

Moreover, the Modi government’s
iron-fist Kashmir policy, with no polit-
ical balm, helped Pakistan declare its
innocence. It was a local Jaish mili-
tant and not a Pakistani operative
who orchestrated the mayhem. What
would be lost in this big picture that
Pakistan would tom-tom are the fol-
lowing: the 300-kg explosives came
from Pakistan, though their fabrica-
tion into an IED would have been
done in the Valley (the expert may
still be ensconced somewhere enjoy-
ing local shelter and hospitality); and
the Jaish-released video clip shows
the lone perpetrator with M-4 carbine,
which is not in the inventory of the
Indian Army and paramilitary forces.
It came from Pakistan.

Given all this, when government
spokespersons talk about revenge,

ALIENATION: Local support has grown overwhelmingly. The ground situation
in the Kashmir Valley is far worse than is admitted.

Our Generals must realise that military objectives cannot,
and should not, be similar to political objectives.

they do not make sense. What exactly
are Delhi’s options? Another surgical
strike is ruled out since (a) Pakistan
would be on better watch, (b) India is
still unprepared for an escalation
whose dynamics are unpredictable,
and (c¢) with the General Election
looming, an escalation would spell
political suicide. Yet, expect the Gen-
erals to inform the nation that they
would strike at a time and place of
own choosing, whatever that means.

With military options closed, the
Modi government could plug the bor-
der’s porosity — the closure of
Poonch-Rawalkote and Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad bus routes and the foot
crossings at Chakothi-Uri, Rawalkot-
Poonch, Chihana-Tithwal and Tatta-
pani-Mendhar could be on the cards.
Even reduction of Pakistan High
Commission staff, if not outright clo-
sure of the mission, might happen.
Perhaps, the Kartarpur corridor proj-
ect could be a casualty of the events.
Within the Valley, the security forces
led by the Army would intensify fur-
ther hammering by its iron fist.

Such optics, however, would not hide
the truth behind the Pulwama attack,

which can be summed up in eight
crisp points. One, the Indian Army
cannot win this war which is fully sup-
ported by the Pakistan army. Two, it is
time that our Generals realise that mil-
itary objectives cannot, and should
not, be similar to political objectives.
Three, the Army should go back to
building conventional war-withal —
starting with strengthening border
management — which is the only way
to browbeat Pakistan. Four, internal
security should progressively be hand-
ed over to the paramilitary and police
forces. Five, there is little point in
blaming China for its support to Pak-
istan; Beijing would do exactly what is
in its national interest. Five, since the
locals’ support has grown overwhelm-
ingly, the ground situation within the
Valley is far worse than is admitted.
Six, given the increased interoperabil-
ity between China and Pakistan and
the aggressiveness of their foreign pol-
icy, external military threats on
India’s unsettled borders are rising
rapidly. This does not mean that China
will start a war with India; what it
means is that it would support Pak-
istan to the hilt politically, with war

material and its own non-contact war
capabilities. Seven, Delhi should start
talks with all Kashmiri stakeholders,
including Hurriyat and Shah Faisal,
who is trying to harness youth power.
And eight, India should talk with Pak-
istan, not on confidence-building
measures, but on conflict resolution.

Consideration of these issues mat-
ters because while the Indian Army
can perhaps hold the land indefinite-
ly, the same cannot be said about the
people. And this is where India has
reached the tipping point: the people
are no longer afraid of dying. Hence,
they appear to be reaching out to Pak-
istan, instead of the other way around,
to fight the Indian state.

Much of the blame for this should go
to the Army leadership which misled
the political leadership into believing
that fencing of borders was good
enough protection against a deter-
mined adversary. For example, when I
asked the then Army Chief, Gen Dalbir
Singh, in his customary media interac-
tion in January 2015, how long the
Army would continue with internal sta-
bility operations, his response was
shocking: “You should ask the Home
Ministry” The Chief had aligned his
objectives with that of the political
leadership. No wonder, he led the 2016
surgical strikes, which sought political
rather than military gains; and he
handed over the baton to his successor,
who, given his vast experience in
counter-terror operations, has lifted
local tactical operations to the level of
operational art. Pulwama is a conse-
quence of all this.

The problem, to be sure, is not the
undiminishing number of terrorists
or militants in the Valley. The prob-
lem is the Pakistan army, which
does not think much about Indian
Army’s war-fighting capabilities.
This needs to be reversed if another
Pulwama is to be avoided. This will
not be easy since the Generals,
unwillingly to give up their risen
status, would desist from going
back to the barracks. Surely, the
Army Chief would not advise the
Prime Minister that his force should
go back to its primary task.

[s it the end of humanity?

VISHAL KUMAR

LTHOUGH it was a beautiful
Asunny morning at my native
town, I had to cancel my morn-

ing walk, as I was supposed to board
a train to Delhi. The preceding night,
I could not catch a wink of sleep
because of the heartrending piece of
news from Pulwama. A dastardly and
gruesome act by the enemies of
humanity spelled doom, snuffing out
many innocent lives. My heart was
not only shaken, but shattered. My
mind was overloaded with a volley of
questions which pushed me into the
deep ocean of painful contemplation.
Why are people murdering one
another with such mindless frenzy?
I was reminded of Swami
Vivekananda’s words: ‘I wonder

Intelligence failure

We were caught unawares in 1947
when Pakistan-sponsored tribals
almost reached Srinagar. We got a
bloody face when we failed to com-
prehend China’s intentions in
1962. Pakistan’s armour reached
Akhnoor and we were sleeping in
1965. Bhindranwale could take on
tanks from his hideout in the Gold-
en Temple in 1984. Till we lost two
aircraft in 1999, we didn’t know
that Pakistanis were in our territo-
ry. And now we have 300 kg explo-
sives, used in the Pulwama attack,
assembled into an IED, recce was
carried out, rehearsed and we did-
n’t know that it was coming. There
1s a big difference between sacrific-
ing your soldiers for the nation and
getting your jawans butchered
because of incompetence for want
of actionable intelligence. Salute to
the bravehearts who got no time to
display their bravery.

COL HP SINGH (RETD), CHANDIGARH

Nation grieves with kin

Apropos the report ‘42 CRPF jawans
killed in Pulwama blast’ (Feb 15), the
attack has shaken the whole nation.
Pakistan, infamous for providing shel-
ter to terrorist organisations, must be
condemned harshly. It is time to recip-
rocate these ghastly attacks. Every

why people hate, when life is too
short to love!’ Today, unfortunately,
the wicked emotion of hatred is
spreading its stench in every nook
and corner of the world, whereas
the kindred emotion of love is get-
ting weaker day by day. Are men
morphing into monsters? Another
unsettling question raised its ugli-
est head. My eyes were clouded
with forcibly held back tears.
Where had compassion, kindness
and sympathy vanished? Head
heavy, heart bloated, eyes groggy, I
reached the railway station.

As the train chugged forward, I was
eyeball to eyeball with pristine nature
in all its myriad captivating colours:
lush fields, quiescent scarecrows,
birds perching on branches of various
trees, loth to give up their languid-

Indian salutes the bravehearts who
lost their lives. The nation mourns the
incalculable loss of these martyrs and
stands shoulder to shoulder with their
families in their time of grief.

TUSHAR ANAND, PATNA

What happened to NCTC?

In an attempt to radicalise the
anaemic internal security mecha-
nism, the National Counter-Terrorism
Centre (NCTC) was envisaged by the
government in the aftermath of the
26/11 Mumbai attack. The NCTC, it
was proposed, would have access to
counter-terrorism intelligence gener-
ated by India’s covert services, as well
as authority over the NSG and the
NIA. Newly-created electronic data-
bases would make up the NCTC back-
bone, providing it with vast access to
real-time information. It is time the
lawmakers wriggled out of the politi-
cal quagmire and addressed the lack
of institutional arrangement for the
management of India’s counter-ter-
rorism response. While procurement
and indigenous manufacturing of
arms are welcome, it is imperative to
remove system-wide deficiencies in
skills and capabilities. The country
can ill afford repeated embarrass-
ments and loss of precious lives at the
hands of a few extremist forces.
SHREYANS JAIN, NEW DELHI

ness. Farmers were already up and
moving towards their fields. Such a
salubrious spectacle tried to soothe
my frayed spirits, but my heart
remained dipped in the sorrow of the
ghastly carnage. Mist hung heavy all
around and trees were mere silhou-
ettes, searching for lost identity.

Soon, we were at the next junc-
tion. By now, the young couple sit-
ting on the next berth had finished
a boxful of sweets and an elderly
couple sitting across the aisle was
savouring homemade delicacies.
But I had lost my appetite. No
thought of having breakfast
occurred to me; my stomach, like
my heart, was sufficiently filled
with sorrow.

When the train crossed the dense
maze of wild greenery, my ache was

Either way, India’s loss

The sad part is that a 21-year-old
bomber was responsible for the mas-
sive killings. The worst part is that the
bomber was an Indian himself. What
1s drawing these young people to ter-
rorism? On the one hand, there were
young jawans who died for their
nation, and on the other, there is
another young Indian who Kkilled
himself against his nation. Either
way, it is the loss of our motherland.
VAISHALI PANDA, AMBALA CITY

Calls for a tough lesson

Refer to the Pulwama attack, the
involvement of overground workers
leaking information and supporting
terrorists cannot be ruled out. The
government should act decisively
while taking the international com-
munity into confidence. Television
channels must desist from inviting
those people for debate who provide
indirect support to anti-India organi-
sations. The time has now come to
teach a tough lesson to Pakistan.
PRAVEEN KHANNA, PATIALA

Politics of blame game

The deadly Pulwama attack has shak-
en the country. This cowardly act by
terror organisations is condemnable.
Butwhat is our country doing? Why is

relieved to an extent by the sight of
fashion-conscious scarecrows. All of
them flaunting their multicoloured
attires. A momentary diversion that
brought a smile to my sombre face, as
did the sight of the luxuriously green
fields, dotted with white egrets.

As the train headed towards its
destination, an image embossed
itself on my mind. On the periphery
of the fields were some trees,
spreading their skeletal branches
towards the sky. I imagined this was
a picture of lost humanity extending
its arms towards the heavens,
beseeching and pleading God for
peace. Praying for humanity! Was it
too difficult to love and be human?

Here’s hoping that humanity
regains its lost image before it is too
late.... Dilli abhi bhi door hai.

Indian politics based on blame game?

Will our martyred soldiers get justice

or will their sacrifice go in vain?
MUSKAAN GULATI, AMBALA

Pak a nation of cowards

Our political bosses, as usual, have a
one-liner for media: “The sacrifice of
our brave security personnel shall
not go in vain’. Does this statement
suffice considering the great loss
that the country and the families of
the victims have incurred? Has not
the time come to give a fitting reply
to Pakistan? That country has a
dwarf ideology. It is not a nation, but
a congregation of cowards. It is not
fit to be treated as a country.

PANKAJ KAPOOR, BY MAIL

Rooting out drugs

Refer to ‘Bhola drug racket verdict’
(Feb 15); the conviction of Bhola and
his accomplices is the tip of the ice-
berg, given the scale of involvement of
people of all hues in the business of
intoxicants. Extradition of proclaimed
offenders would be a real check on
prospective offenders, because going
abroad is considered the safest way
out against conviction. The anti-drug
campaign must be taken to its conclu-
sion; convictions being the first step.
JAGVINDER SINGH BRAR, PATIALA

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit. These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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RAJEEV DHAVAN
SENIOR ADVOCATE, SUPREME COURT

Officers obey the courts
because strictures or
punishment by the judiciary
could ruin their career.
That is why officers do not
want such a blot on their
file. In some cases, simple
strictures are enough.
Perhaps, that may have
been enough in this case
also. The court should have
ordered a high-level
Investigation into who was
responsible for ordering the
officer’s transfer by drafting
the order that was
eventually passed.

RANAJOY SEN
COLUMNIST

For a sizeable number
of voters, there is still
something overpowering
about the Nehru-Gandhi
dynasty. However, it is not
the only one on the political
scene. The continuing
relevance of the Abdullahs
and Muftis of J&K,
Karunanidhis of Tamil
Nadu, Yadavs of Uttar
Pradesh, Thackerays of
Maharashtra and Badals
of Punjab indicates that
dynastic politics remains
a key component of the
Indian political landscape.

HE CBI has recently been in

the news mostly for the wrong

reasons, with the allegations

embroiling not only its Direc-
tors, but also the Central Vigilance Com-
mission and the Union government. In
the latest embarrassment, two of the
premier investigating agency’s high-
ranking officers, former interim Direc-
tor K Nageswara Rao and additional
legal division incharge of prosecution
Bhasuran S were punished for contempt
of court by the Supreme Court.

The case pertained to the alleged
sexual abuse of inmates of a chil-
dren’s shelter home in Muzaffarna-
gar. Dissatisfied with the Bihar
Police’s investigation, the apex court
had transferred the case to the CBI on
November 27, 2018. The next day, fol-
lowing the earlier orders of August 29,
31 and September 18, the Supreme
Court affirmed that the CBI’s probe
officer in this case “will not be trans-
ferred without the leave of the court”.

However, on January 17, after the
approval of the Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet (ACC), investi-
gating officer AK Sharma (Joint
Director) was transferred as Addi-
tional Director General of the CRPF.
This was in violation of the court’s
order. No permission was taken
from the court, which was informed
of the development in a status
report on January 31. The file had a
note (dated January 18) by Bhasur-
an that since AK Sharma had been
‘beneficially’ promoted to the rank
of DGP, “there was no legal impedi-
ment to relieve the officer”, but
these facts be brought to the
‘notice’ of the Supreme Court for
approval. Rao issued the relieving
order the same day. How can prior
permission of the SC be substituted
with ex post facto approval after the
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CONTROVERSIAL: The transfer of the CBI’s investigating officer in the Muzaffarnagar shelter home case kicked up a row.

event? The whole purpose of the
SC’s order was defeated. Contempt
notices were issued. The officers
apologised and admitted to con-
tempt of court. The Attorney Gener-
al emphasised that since this was
civil contempt, it suggested that
there was no wilful default.

An unconditional apology is a time-
honoured escape route, sharpened
by Section 12 of the Contempt of
Courts Act, 1971, which says that a
conditional apology may be accept-

able if it’s bona fide. It could not be
said that the transgression was not
wilful or they knew of the order
because it was in the file with the
note. So, it was a case of ‘mercy’. It
follows that the apology was not bona
fide. This was incorporated in the
sentence — to remain in the court till
its rising and a fine of Rs 1 lakh
(which the officers could afford).
Due process is needed with regard
to the ‘rising of the court’ sentence.
Some High Courts have put the con-

temnors in custody without hand-
cuffs or sent them to sit in the Regis-
trar’s room with implied access to
rest rooms, water, tea, refreshments
etc. In this case, they were asked to sit
in a corner. I saw that they did not
have food. They just sat there in pub-
lic obloquy. When the Attorney Gen-
eral asked the court after lunch if they
could go home, the Chief Justice of
India said the court hadn’t risen, so
they must stay.

There are some cases of constructive
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Contempt of court anew low for CBI

contempt by the media or by way of
comment which is criminal contempt,
raising issues of free speech. But this
was a civil contempt case of wilfully
disobeying an order of the court. If a
court cannot enforce its orders, then
its writs and orders will be futile. It is
not enough that all civil and judicial
authorities must “act in aid” of the
Supreme Court (Article 144). In its
expansive version, this might embold-
en policemen, magistrates or minis-
ters to take matters into their own
hands. Hence, the contempt proceed-
ings. But in civil contempt, there is
the yes/no answer, apart from the
three defences of not knowing, not
wilful and bona fide apology. These
usually work, with or without stric-
tures against the disobedient person. I
don’t think this was civil contempt
(disobeying an order addressed to
you), because it was not addressed to a
particular officer. It could be one of
abetment or criminal contempt for
obstructing justice.

Since the draft order was prepared
by the Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) and affirmed by the
ACC, were the DoPT officers and
those servicing them or the commit-
tee not abettors? After all, the con-
temptuous officers were obeying
their respondent superiors. The court
should have ordered a high-level
investigation into who was responsi-
ble for ordering the officer’s transfer
by drafting the order eventually
passed, with the paper trail leading to
the Cabinet Committee.

Officers obey the courts because
strictures or punishment by the judici-
ary could ruin their career. That is why
officers do not want such a blot on
their file. In some cases, simple stric-
tures are enough. Perhaps, that may
have been enough in this case also.

Warts and all, dynastic politics stays relevant

N the run-up to the parliamentary

elections, several political parties

opposed to the NDA have begun

efforts to stitch up an alliance to pre-
vent the split of anti-BJP votes. The Con-
gress is making a clarion call for unity of
disparate parties, but it is yet to clarify its
own position regarding being a con-
stituent of any such alliance. The party
appears busy reinforcing its presence in
the political arena.

Ever since Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
took charge as the Congress general
secretary, the party’s rank and file
appear enthused. Regarded as politi-
cally astute, Priyanka was the cyno-
sure of all eyes during her debut ral-
ly in Lucknow. There is a buzz that
the Congress, which has been repeat-
edly beaten by the BJP and some
regional parties in recent years, can
do a turnaround in the General Elec-
tion. Under the leadership of Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi, there was
an impression, backed by ground
reality, that the Congress’ influence
was steadily ebbing. There were
murmurs about bringing more com-
petent leaders into the party fold.
However, it could not be done due to
an overweening dependence of the
party’s members on those who indis-
putably control the Congress: the
Nehru-Gandhi family.

When the country’s first Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, passed
away in 1964, his successor was not
his daughter, Indira Gandhi (whose
husband, Feroze Gandhi, was no
relation of Mahatma Gandhi). It was
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MISSION 2019: Rahul and Priyanka face the uphill task of bringing about
a turnaround for the Congress in the upcoming General Election.

the homespun, popular Congress
leader and a former minister in the
Nehru government, Lal Bahadur
Shastri. When Shastri died less than
two years later, senior leaders of
then undivided Congress faced a
dilemma over selecting a Prime
Minister who had a pan-India
appeal. They found none except
Nehru’s daughter.

Notwithstanding her tremendous

popularity and political stature, Indi-
ra Gandhi increasingly concentrated
power in her own hands and dis-
played a penchant for sidelining
leaders of some stature who had a
mass base of their own. She, there-
fore, could think of nobody to suc-
ceed her than those of her immediate
family. Her approach to political suc-
cession in the Congress — by then re-
named after her as Congress (I) —

was determined by a “dynasty above
all” aspect, eclipsing other factors.
When her politically inclined
younger son, Sanjay Gandhi, died in
a plane crash, her inevitable choice
was the elder one, Rajiv Gandhi.

After Indira’s assassination in
1984, Rajiv took over as the Prime
Minister. After he was killed in 1991,
the Congress, within seven years,
found it a pressing requirement to
make his wife, Sonia Gandhi, agree
to be the party’s unquestioned
leader. Thereafter, with the passage
of time, the question within the Con-
gress was less of whether and more
of when her son, Rahul Gandhi, and
daughter, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
would join the party.

Rahul Gandhi contested and won a
Lok Sabha seat for the first time in
2004; from then on, he is wholly
engaged in Congress affairs. In
December 2017, he took over as the
party president. His sister has just
entered active politics. There has
been criticism all along that the Con-
gress has become a dynasty-con-
trolled political party.

The supreme leadership of the party
has rested with successive genera-
tions of the Nehru-Gandhi family for
the past about 40 years. Hence, the
party has probably not been able to
tap the potential of seemingly more
suitable candidates. Some observers
claim that the Congress has lost
potentially competent individuals
who might have joined the party, but
for the unquestioned dominance of

the Nehru-Gandhi family.

All said and done, successful dynas-
tic succession in political parties can
occur if the electorate endorses it. In
India and across the subcontinent,
the electorate, in large measure, has
perennially done exactly that — for
better or for worse. Even today,
despite trenchant criticism, for a size-
able number of voters, there is some-
thing distinctive, dazzling and over-
powering about the Nehru-Gandhi
dynasty. But, it is not the only one on
the Indian political scene. The contin-
uing relevance of the Abdullahs and
the Muftis of Jammu and Kashmir,
the Karunanidhis of Tamil Nadu, the
Yadavs of Uttar Pradesh, the Thacker-
ays of Maharashtra and the Badals of
Punjab indicates that dynastic poli-
tics is still a crucial component of the
Indian political scenario.

There is an anecdote about the
dreaded ruler, Taimur the ‘Lame’,
enquiring from illustrious scholar Ibn
Khaldun about the fate of political
dynasties. Khaldun opined that the
glory of a political dynasty usually
started fading from the fourth genera-
tion, unless diligent efforts were made
by those concerned to prevent it.

Rahul and Priyanka belong to the
fourth generation of the family. While
attacking the Modi government and
working with other political parties to
try and prevent the return of the BJP
to power, they would have to work
wisely and conscientiously, if they are
keen to script a successful narrative of
their political careers.
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11 Cloudy (4)
12 Perturb (8)
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