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PRINCE CHARLES SAYS MORE PEOPLE TAKING UP YOGA

TIMES GLOBAL

THE LANGUAGE OF
FRIENDSHIP IS NOT
WORDS BUT MEANINGS
— HENRY DAVID THOREAU

JAPAN PM SHINZO ABE STAYS MUM IN PARLIAMENT ON

] - \ WILL EASE PRESSURE ON UK'S HEALTHCARE RESOURCES ~ WHETHER HE NOMINATED TRUMP FOR PEACE NOBEL

Trump rails about coup and treason Digital gangsters’ UK wants
tougher rules for Facebook

Remarks Come After FBI Ex-H

Chidanand.Rajghatta
@timesgroup.com

Washington: Charges and co-
untercharges of treason and a
constitutional coup flew
across the American political
landscape over the weekend as
President Donald Trump las
hed out at critics questioning
his fealty to the United States.
The latest spark to re-ignite
the treason firestorm was a
CBS 60-minutes interview of
a former FBI deputy director
in which he alleged Trump
had told US intelligence offi-
cials that he believed Russia's
President Vliadimir Putin's
word that North Korea did
not possess missiles capable
of hitting the US over their
assessment that it did.
According to  Andrew
McCabe, who was briefly ac-
ting director of the FBI after
the firing of director James
Comey, Trump’s comment ca-
me in ameeting with top US in-
telligence officials about No-
rth Korea's intercontinental
missile capabilities when they
tried to warn the president
that Pvongvang possessed mis-
siles capable of striking the
US, but he brushed them off
because Putin had told him
they did not. “Intelligence offi-
cials in the briefing responded
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President Trump on Monday lashed out at ‘Saturday Night Live’ for an

L

unflattering portrayal of him on the show. He called it a ‘total Republican
hit job" and called ‘cormupt’ media "enemy of the people’. Alec Baldwin,
who spoofs Trump in SNL skits, responded by questioning whether the
president’s words represented ‘a threat to my safety and that of my family'

that that was not consistent
with any of the intelligence
our government possesses”
McCabe, who was subsequent-
Iy fired himself, said. “To
which the president replied, ‘1
don't care. I believe Putin.'™

It was this, among other re-
marks and behaviour by Tru-
mp, that apparently caused
MecCabe and other FBI and jus-
tice depariment officials to be-
gin suspecting the president's
loyalty to the US, launch inves-
tigations, and consider invo-
king the US Constitution’s 25th
Amendment (which allows a

majority of the 15-member ca-
binet to remove the president
from office). “It's just an asto-
unding thing to say," McCabe
told B0 M inutes. “Tospend the
time and effort and energy
that we all do in the intelli-
gence community to produce
products that will help deci-
sion-makers and the ultimate
decision maker — the presi-
dent of the United States —
make policydecisions. And to
be confronted with an absolu-
te disbelief in those efforts
and an unwillingness to le-
arn the true state of affairs

that he has to deal with every
day was justshocking.”

The explosive interview
triggered a twitterstorm from
Trump in which he accused
MeCabe and other justice de-
partment officials (whom Tr-
ump hired) of treasonous acti-
vity. “Wow, somany liesbynow
disgraced acting FBI Director
Andrew McCabe. He was fired
for lving, and now his story
gets even more deranged. He
and Rod Rosenstein, who was
hired by Jeff Sessions (anot-
her beauty), look like they we-
re planning a very illegal act,
and got caught...There 1s a lot
of explaining to do to the mil-
lions of people who had just
elected a president who they
really like and who hasdone a
areat job for them with the Mi-
litary, Vets, Economy and so
much more. This was the ille-
galand treasonous ™ insurance
policy” in full action!” the pre-
sident railed in a two-part twe-
et. He also retweeted Fox
News commentators whosaid
what McCabe and others did
(considering invoking the
25th amendment) amounted
to an “illegal coup attempt”
against the president.

Notably though, Trump
did not specifically challenge
the assertion that he believed
Putin's word over his own in-

after his loyalty to US is questioned

rez Trusted Putin’s Word On N Korea Over US Intel

telligence agencies’. Critics al-
so pointed out that he himself
hired attorney general Jeft Se-
ssions and his deputy Rod Ro-
senstein{whostillworks inthe
justice department)after boas-
ting “I hire the best people.”

Trump and his constitu-
ency's meltdown over McCa-
be's interview came after the
president lashed out against
the media for vet another spo-
of from the comedic pro-
gramme Saturday Night Live
that portrayed him in an un-
flattering manner. “Nothing
funny about tired Saturday
Night Live on Fake News
NBC! Question is, how do the
Networks get away withthese
total Republican hit jobs wit-
hout retribution? Likewise
for many other shows? Very
unfair and should be looked
into. This is the real Collu-
sion!” he tweeted, adding in
all caps “THE RIGGED AND
CORRUPT MEDIA IS THE
ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE!"

The actor Alec Baldwin,
who spoofs Trump inthe SNL
skits, responded: “I wonder if
a sitting President exhorting
his followersthat myroleina
TV eomedy gualifiesmeasan
enemy of the people constitu-
tes a threat to my safety and
that of my family?

Full reporton wwwtol.in

EU vows ‘swift’

London: British lawmakers
issued a scathing report on

: Monday that calls for toug-
. her rules on Facebook to ke-
: epitfromacting like “digital
: gangsters” and intentional-
: lyviolating data privacy and
: competitionlaws. The report
: onfake news and disinforma-
: tion on social media sites fol-
: lowed an 18-month investiga-
: tion by Parliament’s media
: committee, Thecommitteere-
: commended thatsocial media
- sites should have to follow a
: mandatory code of ethics
: overseen by an independent
: regulator to better control
: harmful orillegal content.

The report called out Face-

. book inparticular, saying that
: the site’s structure seems to
: bedesigned to “conceal know-
: ledgeof andresponsibility for
: specific decisions.” “It is evi-
: dent that Facebook intentio-
: nally and knowingly violated
: both data privacy and anti-
: competition laws,” the report
: states. It also accuses CEQ
: Mark Zuckerberg of showing
: contempt for the UK Parlia-
: ment by declining numerous
. invitations to appear before
: the committee. “Companies
: like Facebook should not be
: allowed to behave like “digital
: gangsters’ in
: world, considering themsel-
: ves tobeahead of and beyond
. thelaw,” the report added.

the online

The committee said it ho-

: pes its conclusions will be
: considered when the govern-
: ment reviews its competi-
: tion powers in April.

Facebook said it shared

Nagae
WHAT
THE

PANEL
WANTS

Tech cos must have a
code of ethics

Independent regulator

should monitor them,
launch legal proceedings
if required

UK's electoral laws and
rules on overseas

Social media company
says it is open to
‘meaningful requlation’

facebook

obliged to remove sources of
harmful content, including
disinformation

Tech cos in UK should be

taxed to help fund any
new regulator set up to
oversee them

UK antitrust

involvement in regulators should
elections need to UK carry outa
be reformed parliamentary ‘comprehensive
Social committee reports audit’ of
il are intended to the advertising
platforms influence government market on
ATV policy, but are not binding R TETR TN
FACEBOOK While we still have more
RESPONDS to do, we are not the same

company we were a year ago,’

KARIM PALANT | FACEBOOK UK'S
PUBLIC POLICY MANAGER

NZ plans new tax for Google, Facebook

ew Zealand’s government announced plans on Monday for a

new tax targeting online giants like Google and Facebook
that earn plenty of money in the country but pay little tax. PM
Jacinda Ardernsaid there'sagap that needstobeclosed. *Our
current tax system is not fairinthe way thatit treats individual
taxpayers and the way that it treats multinationals,” she said.
“It's not fair.” She said the proposed digital services tax would
tax multinational online companies at about 2% or 3% on the
revenue they generatein New Zealand, aratethatisin line with
other countries considering similar taxes. Revenue minister
Stuart Mash said foreign online companies have a competitive

: “the committee’s concerns
: about false news and elec-
: tion integrity"” and was open
: to“meaningful regulation”.
: Facebook’s UK public po-
: licy manager, Karim Palant
: said, “We have tripled the si-

advantage overlocal companies that do pay significantamounts
oftax. Hesaid the new tax could be implemented next year. ap

In Pakistan, Saudi minister calls Iran

riposte to
threatened US
auto tariffs

chine learning, artificial in-
telligence and computer vi-
sion technology to help pre-
vent thistvpe of abuse.” ap

ze of the team working to de-
tect and protect users from
bad content to 30,000 people
and invested heavily in ma-
OmerFarooq Khan | Tun £l

‘world’s chief sponsor of terrorism’

Islamabad: Saudi minister
of state for foreign affairs
Adel bin Ahmed Al-Jubeir
lashedout atIran on Monday,
calling it the “world’s chief
sponsor of terrorism” and
accusing it of sponsoring
terrorism for decades while
blaming others for terrorist
activitieson itssoil.

The minister, who was pa-
rt of Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman’s visiti-
ngdelegation, delivered anan-
g1y diatribe against Iran, his
country's historical religio-
political rival state in the re-
gion, in Islamabad while add-
ressing a joint press conferen-
ce with Pakistan foreign mini-
ster Shah Mahmood Qureshi.

“It is strange for the fore-
iom minister of the world's
chief sponsorof terrorismi(a
reference to Iran) to accuse
others of engaging in terro-
rist activities,” the Saudi mi-
nister said. He was respon-

‘Unicom?’; Word Maldives’

that stumped a
prez candidate

Jakarta: Indonesia’s presiden-

tial candidates debated someof :

the most pressing issues facing
the world's third-largest demo-
cracy: dilapidated infrastruc-
ture, struggling farmers, forest
fires—and unicorns.

When President Joko Wi-
dodo, who is seeking a second
term, askedchallenger Prabo-
wo Subianto about his polici-
es for supporting unicorns —
tech startup companies
worth at least $1 billion —alo-
ok of bafflement passed
across the ex-general’s face.
Wondering aloud, he replied:
“What are unicorns? You me-
an those online things?”

Indonesia has several uni-
corns and they are transform-
ing areasof the national econo-
my. Social media were awash
with memes after the debate. ap
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Pakistan President Arif Alvi (L) conferred the country’s highest civilian

award on Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed hin Salman on Monday

ding to Iran’s recent allega-
tions that held Pakistan re-
sponsible for an attack that
killed 27 members of Iran's
Revolutionary Guards.
Apcusing Tehran of
sponsoring terrorism since
the Iranian Revolution of
1979, Al-Jubeir said that Iran
had established terrorist
groups such as Hezbollah in
Lebanon and the Houthis in
Yemen. “Iran had been im-

plicated in terrorist attacks
that took place in other co-
untries, ncluding Saudi
Arabia and the US,” he said.

About the strained rela-
tions between India and Pa-
kistan, he said that Saudi Ara-
bia's objective was to try to
de-escalate tensions between
the neighbouring countries.
“T hope both countries would
be able to resolve their dispu-

te peacefully,” he said.

MbS meets

Pak army chief

Omer Farcoq Khan| Tun

Islamabad: Pakistan confer-
red its highest civilian honour
—the Nishan-e-Pakistan—on
Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman on Monday, a
day after his country signed
$20 billion in investment deals
with Islamabad. Earlier in the
day, Pakistan’s foreign and in-
formation ministers annou-
need that the crown prince
had ordered the "immediate
release” of 2,107 Pakistani pri-
soners from Saudi jails. Theis-
sue had been raised by PM Im-
ran Khan on Sunday.

MbS also met Pakistan ar-
my chief General Qamar Jav-
ed Bajwa. According to sourc-
es, the talks focused on region-
al security, including initiati-
ves on the peace talks between
the US and the Taliban.

ex-prez arrested

in money laundering case

Male: A Maldives court or-
dered the arrest and deten-
tionof former MaldivesPre-
sident Yameen Abdul Gayo-
om on Mondayoncharges of
money laundering. The cri-
minal court in Male ordered
that Yameen be kept in cus-
tody after prosecutors argu-
ed ata hearing that he could
attempt to influence witnes-
ses if hewere free.

Yameen was charged
with money laundering for
alleged involvement in the
embezzlement of Maldives
Marketing and Public Rela-
tions Corp. funds. Police say
investigators found %1 mil-
lion in Yameen's bank acco-
unt allegedly linked to a de-
al to lease public islands for
tourism development in the
Maldives, an Indian Ocean

A criminal court in Male
ordered that Yameen be kept
in custody after prosecutors
said at a hearing that he
could attempt to influence
witnesses if he were free

archipelago famous for its
luxury resorts.

President Mohamed So-
lih also suspended two cabi-
net ministers — Ahmed Ma-
loof and Akram Kamalude-
en — over $33,000 allegedly

found in each of their acco-
unts from the same resort
development deal. State la-
wyver Aishath Mohamed sa-
id documents showed that
Yameen had attempted to in-
fluence witnesses and had
offered them money to ch-
ange their statements.
Referring to the state-
ment, Chief Judge Ahmed
Hailam ordered Yameen to
be kept in detention until
the end of thetrial. Yameen
told the court that he didn’'t
know the people who had
testified against him and
never gave anyone bribes.
He also said he didn't know
that $1 million had been
transferred in to his acco-
unt, and that after he found
out he contacted the Anti-
Corruption Commision. ae

Brussels: The EU promised a
guick and effective response if
the United States imposes im-
port duties on European au-
tos, a spokesman for the Euro-
pean Commission said on
Monday Brussels issued the
threat after the US Commerce
Department filed a report that
empowers President Donald
Trumptoapply car duties wit-
hinthenext90 days.

German Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel has labelled as
“frightening” the prospect
thatthisreportcould label Eu-
ropean car imports as a natio-
nal security threat to the Uni-
ted States, enabling the tarifts.

The White House has alrea-
dy used the national securityar-
gument, saying that undermi-
ning the American manufactu-
ring base impairs military rea-
diness, among other claims, to
imposesteep tarifts on steel and
aluminium imports. “Were this
report translated into action
detrimental to European ex-
ports, the Euwropean Co-
mmission would react in a swift
and adequate manner;” EU spo-
kesman Margaritis Schinas
told a news briefing in Brussels.

The protectionist Trump
has threatened 25% duties on
European autos, especially tar-
geting Germany, which he says
has harmed the American car
industry European officials
have said that Brussels has
drawn upa list of 20 billion eu-
ros ($22.6 billion) of potential
counter measures, without
providing further details.

In 2017 just under half of
the 17 million cars sold in the
US were imported, most of
them produced in Canadaand
Mexico which are expected to
be exempt from any new auto-
mobile duties. German auto-
mobile groups last yearexpor-
ted 470,000 cars from Germa-
ny to the US, according to the
VDA manufacturers’ federa-
tion. EU trade ministers will
discuss thetalks, as wellasthe
possible  countermeasures
against the US, at talks in Bu-
charest on Thursday. are

China’s leaders want more kids, but local officials resist

Heuters.

Beijing: Facing a future de-
mographic crisis and aging
society, China's leaders are
desperately seeking to persu-
ade couples to have more
children. But bureaucrats
don't seem to have gotten the
message, fining a couple in a
recent widely publicised case
for having a third child aga-
inst thestrict letter of the law.
The move has sparked pub-
lic outrage as people vent their
anger at population control of-
ficialswhoare hungry forreve-
nue and have long persecuted
couples for violating the now-
scrapped “one-child policy™,

e - 8

AT ODDS: Last month, a couple's bank savings of $3400 were frozen by
population control officials after they failed, after many deadlines, to pay
fine — know as “social maintenance fee' — for the birth of their third child

“The country is doing all
it can toencourage childbirth
but the local governments ne-
ed money, so we end with this
sort of madness,"” a colum-
nist and political commenta-
tor who writes under the na-
me Lianpeng said on China's
Weibo microblogging servi-
ce. “The low birthrate has
evervone on edge, vet the lo-
cal governments care only
about collecting fees," jour-
nalist Jin Wei wrote on her
verified Weibo account.

The Wangs, the couple at
theheart of therecent contro-
versy, were ordered by local

authorities in Shandong pro-
vince to pay a fine knownasa
“social maintenance fee" of
64,626 yuan ($9,500) immedia-
tely after the birth of their
third child in January 2017.
After various deadlines came
and went, the family’s entire
bank savings of 22,957 yuan
($3,400) were frozen last
month, with the balance still
due. “I just don’t know what
I'mgoing todo,” the husband,
Wang Baohua, said. Local bu-
reaucrats in the Wang case
said they were just following
the law, citing the exact arti-
cles and passages. ae

ey were courting oth-

i oup, saying “enough

7 MPs quit Labour Party citing

Brexit ‘betrayal’, anti-Semitism

London: Seven Labour law-
makers quit on Monday over
leader Jeremy Corbyn's app-
roach to Brexit and a row over
anti-Semitism, sayving Brita-
in's main opposition party
had been “hijacked
by the machine poli- |
tics of the hard left”.
In a direct challenge
to Corbyn, the seven
centrist MPs said th-

ersfromacross parli-

ament to jointheirgr- Jeremy Corbyn

that their resignations would
not change the arithmetic in
parliament, where there is as
vetno majority forsuchavote
But their move underlines the
increasing frustration within
- Labour over Corby-
n's reluctance to cha-
nge his Brexit strate-
gy —the leftist leader
and longtime critic
of the EU hasstuck to
his preference for a
new election or his
plan to leave the bloc.

is enough” in keeping silent
over theirdoubtsaboutthe La-
bour leader’s fitness for office.

United by a desire for a se-
cond referendum on Britain’s
decision toleave the European
Union, they acknowledged

“The Labour par-
ty we joined that we campaig-
ned for and believed in is no
longer today's Labour Party
... it has now been hijacked by
the machine politics of the
hard left,” lawmaker Chris
Leslie said. “Evidence of La-

bour's betrayal on Europe is
now visible forall tosee.” The
seven lawmakers are Leslie,
Luciana Berger, Angela
Smith, Gavin Shuker, Chuka
Umunna, Mike Gapes and A-
nn Coffey They will continue
to sit as MPs under the banner
“The Independent Group™.
Corbyn expressed his dis-
appointment that the group
had left, referring in a state-
mentto “Labour policies that
inspired millions at the last
election” when the opposi-
tion party saw its biggest in-
crease in vote share since
1945 to win 262 seats. Some ac-
cused Corbyn of failing to
tackle anti-Semitism in the
party., Corbyn denied the
charge, sayving he isstamping
anti-Semitism out. reuTers
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Sailor in V-) Day
kiss photo dies

he ecstatic sailor shown

kissing awomanin Times
Square celebrating the end of
World War Il has died. George
Mendonsa was 95. His daugh-
ter, Sharon Molleur, told The
Providence Journal Mendonsa
felland had a seizure on
Sunday atthe assistedliving
facility in Middletown, Rhode
Island, where he lived with his
wife of 70 years. Mendonsa
was shown kissing Greta
Zimmer Friedman, a dental
assistantinanurse’s uniform,
on August 14, 1945, Known as
V-] Day, itwasthe day Japan
surrendered to the US. The
photo by Alfred Eisenstaedt
became one of the most
famous photographs of the
20th century. It was years
before Mendonsa and
Friedmanwere confirmed to
be thecouple. Friedman died in
2016 at theage of 92

Disneyland kicks out man
over pro-Trump banner

A man has been kicked out of
California’s Disneyland for
revealing a Donald Trump 2020
flag, a violation of the park’s
rules. Dion Cini, a 49-year-old
resident of New York, displayed
the flag, which read “Re-elect
Trump 2020" and “Keep Ameri-
ca Great”, on Disneyland's Mark
Twain Riverboat ride. Cini has
become notorious for displa-
ying pro-Trump flags and ban-
ners in public locations in a bid
to “go viral™ and draw attention
to President Trump’s campaign.

According to its website, Dis-
neyland prohibits “the usage of
any flag, banner or sign for
commercial purposes, or to
incite a crowd.” Cini has been
permanently banned from all
Walt Disney World sites.

Body of woman missing for
18 years found in freezer

A body found in a freezer ina
Croatian village is apparently
that of a woman who went
missing more than 18 years
ago, Croatian police said on
Monday. Police said they have
detained the older sister of

Jasmina Dominic, who was
reported missing in 2005 but
was last seen in 2000 when she
was 23 years old. The body was
found Saturday in a freezerin
the hallway of the Dominic
family home in the village of
Paviovec, northeast of Zagreb,
a police statement said. Smilja-
na Srnec, 45, was detained in
the case and an autopsy is
being conducted, police said.
The case has shocked Croatia,
with many wondering how it
was possible that the family
had lived for so long with a
body hidden in the house.




