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Terror timeline

The FATF must impress upon Pakistan
the need to take meaningful action

he statement of the Financial Action Task Force
Tin Paris is another message to Islamabad from the

international community of the mounting costs
of its decades-old lax policy towards terror groups. Sig-
nificantly, it came a week after the February 14 Pulwa-
ma attack, and the global terror finance watchdog con-
demned, in no uncertain terms, the suicide bombing of
the CRPF convoy that left 40 personnel dead. It issued a
10-point advisory to Pakistan if it wants to be out of the
“grey list” of countries posing a “risk to the internation-
al system”. Pakistan has been on the grey list since June
2018, and will be required to show compliance or face
being “black-listed” by the session in October 2019. A
black-list would mean enhanced financial scrutiny of its
government, possible sanctions against its central
bank, and a downgrade of its financial and credit insti-
tutions. This is something Pakistan, already facing an
acute debt crisis, can ill-afford. Amongst the FATF’s
stern observations of what it called Pakistan’s lack of
“understanding” of the terror finance risks posed by
groups, such as the Taliban, al-Qaeda, Islamic State,
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed, was a clear
message: Islamabad must visibly demonstrate that it
has taken measures to crack down on and shut down
the infrastructure and finances of these groups. The
first deadline to show results is May 2019, with a review
in June. This goes even beyond the Security Council gui-
delines under its 1267 listing, that oblige Pakistan to en-
sure that terror entities do not travel out of the country,
or have access to funding or weaponry.

Proof that Pakistan took on board the FATF’s warn-
ings and potential action came even as the plenary was
under way. Prime Minister Imran Khan held a meeting
of his national security officials, and vowed to double
down to tackle terror groups in Pakistan and to put two
Hafiz Saeed-led LeT offshoots, the Jamaat ud Dawa and
the Falah-e-Insaniat Foundation, on its schedule (1) list
of banned organisations. A day later, security forces
took over “administrative control” of a madrasa in Ba-
hawalpur believed to be run by the Masood Azhar-led
JeM, which was behind the Pulwama attack. But the
measures do not go far enough or inspire confidence.
Mr. Khan’s own speech in response to India’s demand
for action on those responsible for Pulwama was a dis-
appointing mix of denial and opportunism to raise the
Kashmir issue. The banning of the JuD and the FIF
doesn’t appear to have affected the groups in the slight-
est, and a day after taking over the Bahawalpur semin-
ary, Pakistan’s Information Minister announced that its
links to the JeM were simply “Indian propaganda”. The
world community must make it clear to the Pakistan go-
vernment the possible international and financial re-
percussions of ignoring the FATF’s timeline.

Saf@lets

New rules on unregulated deposit schemes
need to be backed up with proper checks

he savings of low-income Indian households have
Ttraditionally remained unprotected by the go-
vernment when compared to those of the more
affluent economic groups. But that may be about to
change now. President Ram Nath Kovind on Thursday
promulgated the Banning of Unregulated Deposit
Schemes Ordinance, which bars all deposit schemes in
the country that are not officially registered with the go-
vernment from either seeking or accepting deposits
from customers. The ordinance will help in the creation
of a central repository of all deposit schemes under op-
eration, thus making it easier for the Centre to regulate
their activities and prevent fraud from being committed
against ordinary people. The ordinance allows for com-
pensation to be offered to victims through the liquida-
tion of the assets of those offering illegal deposit
schemes. Popular deposit schemes such as chit funds
and gold schemes, which as part of the huge shadow
banking system usually do not come under the purview
of government regulators, have served as important in-
struments of saving for people in the unorganised sec-
tor. But these unregulated schemes have also been mis-
used by some miscreants to swindle the money of
depositors with the promise of unbelievably high re-
turns in a short period of time. The Saradha chit fund
scam in West Bengal is just one example of such a hei-
nous financial crime against depositors. The Centre’s
latest attempt to curb unregulated deposit schemes
through an ordinance reflects a timely recognition of
the need for greater legal protection to be offered for
those depositors with inadequate financial literacy.
While the intent of the ordinance, which is to protect
small depositors, is indeed commendable, the benefits
that depositors will eventually derive from the new le-
gislation will depend largely on its proper implementa-
tion. For one, policymakers will have to make sure that
the bureaucrats responsible for the on-ground imple-
mentation of the ordinance are keen on protecting the
savings of low-income households. There must also be
checks against persons in power misusing the new rules
to derecognise genuine deposit schemes that offer use-
ful financial services to customers in the unorganised
sector. In fact, in the past there have been several cases
of politicians acting in cahoots with the operators of
fraudulent deposit schemes to fleece depositors of their
hard-earned money. Another potential risk involved
when the government, as in this case, takes it upon it-
self to guarantee the legitimacy of various deposit
schemes is that it dissuades depositors from conduct-
ing the necessary due diligence before choosing to de-
posit their money. The passing of tough laws may thus
be the easiest of battles in the larger war against illicit
deposit schemes.

After Pulwama, a sorry response

The government and the Opposition must state their policy for security and reconciliation in Jammu and Kashmir

RADHA KUMAR

ike many others, I have
Lwatched events following the

Pulwama tragedy with
mounting stupefaction, not to
mention rage and disgust. Rarely
have I seen such a disingenuous
response, and that is saying a lot
considering we have been unable
to deal adequately with Pakistan-
based terrorists for decades.

Right time for questions

We are told that this is not the time
to ask questions. In fact, this is
precisely the time. Forty of our se-
curity personnel have been killed
in what appears to have been a
preventable tragedy. We are told
there was little or vague intelli-
gence, but in fact the Jammu and
Kashmir police advisory, sent a
week prior to the attack, was spec-
ific that the Central Reserve Police
Force deployment would be tar-
geted. What is being done to en-
sure that operational lapses do not
occur again? Moreover what about
long overdue security reforms for
troops that are sent into harm’s
way, such as properly fortified
vehicles and installations, not to
mention adequate protective gear
and shorter terms of duty? Will
these basic safeguards be provid-
ed this time?

Far from improving security, ca-
sualty figures within Jammu and
Kashmir have mounted to levels
far above what they were in the
years preceding 2014. Union Law
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad says
that 475 terrorists have been killed
between 2015 and 2018 as against
249 in the three prior years, but
omits the fact that the number of
armed youth was below 200 from
2008 to 2013. This number shot up

after 2016 and continues to rise.
Nor does Mr. Prasad mention the
figure of security forces killed. It
stands at 358 killed between 2014-
18, a rise of 93% over preceding
years. There have been more than
1,700 terrorist attacks in the same
years; and infiltration too has con-
tinued to rise, reaching 400 bet-
ween 2016 and 2018. Are we not
owed some explanation for this
deteriorating security situation?

‘Coercive diplomacy’

Bad as this is, what followed the
Pulwama attack was even worse.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
given the Indian Army the green
light to respond as and when they
consider appropriate. That is fine,
and we will wait and see what the
Army does. In the meantime, we
are told, New Delhi is engaged in
‘coercive diplomacy’ to make the
Pakistan government suffer diplo-
matic and economic consequenc-
es. Either they don’t know what
coercive diplomacy is or they
think we the people do not. Re-
moving the Most Favoured Nation
status is meaningless and raising
tariffs on Pakistani goods is equal-
ly so given that the balance of
trade with Pakistan is heavily in
our favour. A threat to divert the
surplus waters of the Indus’s east-
ern rivers, such as the Ravi and
Beas, is again disingenuous, since
it is anyway India’s right and will
take over four years to materialise,
without significantly hurting Pa-
kistan. As for denying sports visas
or pulling out of the World Cup,
the former has already rebounded
against India, with the Internation-
al Olympic Committee downgrad-
ing the event.

One point the government has
missed is with regard to Russia. We
are currently negotiating to buy
Kalashnikov rifles from Russia,
surely necessary for our security
forces. But have we asked Moscow
to cease, or at least freeze, arms
sales to Pakistan until the Imran
Khan government take credible
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action against the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed (JeM)?

Groundwork from the past

So what is Mr. Modi’s National De-
mocratic Alliance government do-
ing? As far as one can see, it is
mostly following in the steps of the
United Progressive Alliance. Get-
ting JeM chief Masood Azhar pro-
scribed as an international terro-
rist under UNSCR 1267 was an
initiative launched by the Manmo-
han Singh government, supported
by France, the U.S. and the U.K.
(and consistently blocked by Chi-
na). The present government is
right in persisting with this effort
despite the move having had little
impact on Pakistan, though it has
gained a strong statement from
the UN Security Council. What is
wrong is the failure to acknow-
ledge that it was his predecessor’s
initiative and represents continui-
ty of government policy. Such a re-
cognition would go some way to
justifying Mr. Modi’s demand for
unity. In its absence, his demand
appears hollow.

In fact, the only step an Indian
government took with serious con-
sequences for Pakistan — includ-
ing last week — was under the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force (FATF),
which placed Pakistan on a grey
list in 2012, making it difficult to
get aid or loans from international
agencies. On Friday, the FATF re-
solved to keep Pakistan on its grey
list while issuing severe strictures
at Pakistan’s failure to accept the
threat that terrorist groups like the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and JeM pose. The

De-odourising sewage

India’s cities are drowning in waste — but no one is bothered

R. SRINIVASAN

he World Bank estimates
Tthat more than a fifth of all

communicable diseases in
India (21%) are caused by contami-
nated water. It attributes one in
ten deaths in India to diseases or
infections directly or indirectly
transmitted through water. Over
500 children die every day in India
due to diarrhoeal diseases.

Nitrogen, a growing pollutant
Now, add nitrogen pollution to the
list. According to a study by the In-
dian Nitrogen Group, a task force
of scientists tracking the issue, the
amount of reactive nitrogen in a
bulk of the water bodies in India is
already twice the limit prescribed
by WHO. Nitrogen pollution from
untreated sewage, the study
found, now outstrips nitrogen pol-
lution from the Indian farmer’s
urea addiction.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has managed to make toilets top of
the mind in our country, with his

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. Toilets
are being built in mission mode
and there is enough anecdotal evi-
dence to suggest that there has
been a measurable reduction in
the number of people defecating
in the open, which stood at over
500 million — or half the popula-
tion — a few years ago.

Clean India missions

Ironically, India’s latest, largest
and most significantly scaled at-
tempt at cleanliness — the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan — is likely to add to
this problem.

Under the mission, in the past
four years alone, over nine crore
toilets have been constructed. Of
these, only 60 lakh are in urban
areas, where one assumes they are
connected to some sort of sewage
system (even this assumption is a
stretch. A study done by the
Centre for Science and Environ-
ment in 30 cities in Uttar Pradesh
found that only 28% of toilets in
these cities were connected to a
sewage system). The rest will be
generating fecal sludge, sewage
and septage which has no place to
go.
Which means that that too will
simply get dumped, polluting
land, surface and ground water
and killing our rivers and ponds.

J. MANOHARAN

According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), 63% of ur-
ban sewage flowing into rivers is
untreated. The CPCB’s website ad-
mits that the gap between sewage
generated in urban areas (all Class
1 and Class 2 towns) and capacity
for treating that is over 78%.

Besides, the numbers are a bit
dodgy. Up to a third of the in-
stalled sewage treatment capacity
is fully or partly dysfunctional.
Even where the plants are work-
ing, many are not working at full
capacity, because the infrastruc-
ture needed to feed the raw sew-
age into the treatment plant — a
network of drains, sewers and
pumping stations — is inadequate
or incomplete.

All this, one would have pres-
umed, prodded policymakers and
governments into action. Just like
the nation is building toilets in

results have been immediate
though perhaps cosmetic: the Im-
ran Khan administration has taken
over seminaries in Bahawalpur
and reinstated the ban on the
Lashkar and affiliated organisa-
tions.

Who first activated the FATF? It
was the Manmohan Singh govern-
ment, with substantial support
from the U.S’s Obama administra-
tion. And who came up with the
proposal to activate the FATF? It
was suggested at a Track II on Af-
ghanistan in 2008-9, by Arundhati
Ghose, one of our finest diplomats
and a committed supporter of
Track II, which our talking heads
take such pleasure in reviling.

Kashmir crackdown
Disingenuity pales in comparison,
however, with the steps the go-
vernment has taken in Jammu and
Kashmir — or not taken. It is a sad
commentary that the Supreme
Court had to order immediate ac-
tion to protect Kashmiri students
and traders in the rest of the coun-
try. The Home and Human Re-
source Development Ministers
have now swung belatedly into ac-
tion, and on Saturday, Mr. Modi fi-
nally spoke on the issue at a rally
in Tonk, Rajasthan. But, as of this
writing, no action has been taken
against Meghalaya Governor Tath-
agata Roy for his hate speech
against Kashmiris.

Blatant as the acts of omission
are, it is the acts of commission
that truly worry. The government
first removed the security given to
over 170 people, from Hurriyat
leaders to members of Kashmiri
political parties and new aspirants
like former civil servant Shah Fae-
sal. Now Jamaat-e-Islami members
and the Jammu and Kashmir Liber-
ation Front’s Yasin Malik have
been detained. Why these arrests?
Is there some evidence linking
them to the Pulwama attack? Simi-
larly, why the removal of security?
There is a terrible canard doing
the rounds that Kashmiri political

mission mode, one would have
thought civic administrations
would be building drains and sew-
ers and treatment plants with the
same zeal.

One would have presumed
wrong. Even though it is arguably
one of the major health hazards
faced by the people — in cities, in
particular — sewage and human
waste is simply not on the agenda.
Here’s a telling statistic to illustrate
my point — of the 99 cities in the
‘Smart Cities’ mission, which are
collectively spending 32 lakh crore
over five years (from 2015), only
2.4% of the money is going to be
spent on waste management. Even
storm water drainage (which only
removes short-term excess water
during heavy downpours and
doesn’t really add to waste man-
agement) gets a higher share of
2.5%!

Of course, other schemes like
the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation
and Urban Transformation (AM-
RUT) also fund such schemes. AM-
RUT covers a much larger spread —
500 so-called ‘mission cities’
across the country. Of these, only
217 pitched for a sewage treatment
plant as an AMRUT project. Of
these, in the last four years, only
four have been completed, accord-
ing to a reply filed in the Lok

parties are responsible for the mil-
itancy in the Valley. In fact, their
members have risked and lost
hundreds, in some cases thou-
sands, of lives at the hands of
armed radicals. What is the point
of back-footing constitutional par-
ties? Is it to justify the postpone-
ment of Assembly elections when
the State urgently needs to move
out of President’s rule?

Indeed, what reason can there
be for withdrawing security to
Hurriyat leaders when successive
Indian governments, including the
current one, have provided them
security? The only result has been
to unite radical youth behind
them, and to allow further radical-
isation of the people of the Valley.

A larger question that flows
from the above is, does the govern-
ment have any policy to make
peace in Kashmir? Resolution
through talks, especially with
Kashmiri dissidents, has been ax-
iomatic to government policy for
three decades. Their most fre-
quent interlocutors were the Hur-
riyat. Ironically, the Mirwaiz be-
lieved that only right-wing Indian
political parties could make
peace, offering the Modi govern-
ment one of the best opportunities
of any Indian government. That il-
lusion was exploded in 2014 itself
and stands in tatters today.

Clearly, issues of peace, securi-
ty and reconciliation in Jammu
and Kashmir cannot be left to the
government alone. It is time for
Opposition parties to unite on a
programme of sustained engage-
ment with the people of the State,
to show that the rest of India cares
for the terrible suffering inflicted
on them — and even more impor-
tantly, that there is political will to
end the Kashmir conflict in part-
nership with the people, not
against them.

Radha Kumar is a former Government of
India interlocutor for Jammu and
Kashmir and author of ‘Paradise at War:
A Political History of Kashmir’

Sabha.

Even these numbers are mis-
leading. Of the 212 schemes, as
many as 189 are accounted for by
just Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Gujarat. Only six other States
have one or more projects under
way. The rest have no plans.

Access to water

This, despite the fact that water is
increasingly becoming the biggest
challenge faced by most Indian ci-
ties today. According to NITI
Aayog’s composite water manage-
ment index report released last
year, 75% of households do not
have access to drinking water on
premises, 70% households lack
piped water (potable or other-
wise) and as many as 20 cities will
effectively use up all available wa-
ter resources by 2020!

Sewage and waste need to come
centrestage in our policy debates.
Elections may be fought on ‘bijli,
sadak, paani’ (power, roads, wa-
ter) but no election is fought over
naali (drain). Unless that happens,
we run the real risk of eventually
either choking or being poisoned
by our own waste.

R. Srinivasan is Editor, The Hindu
BusinessLine
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No longer home?

The judicial order which
could lead to the eviction of
lakhs of forest dwellers is
autocratic (Editorial page,
“Without land or recourse”,
February 23). Tribals have
been in this habitat for
ages. Where will they go?
Those who say that tribals
are destroying forest land
are way off the mark. If they
really wanted to do so,
forests would have been
decimated decades ago.
The real destroyers of forest
lands are smugglers,
corrupt forest officials,
their political masters and
urban dwellers. It is these
people that the judiciary
should be keeping under
check. Creating conditions
for a tribal rebellion would
be far more dangerous than
a border war.

P.R. HARITH VARMA,
Hyderabad

Buffeted by backpacks
The writer’s light-hearted/
mild description (‘Open
page’, “Backpacks with

punch”, February 24) of a
careless act by a fellow air
traveller with a backpack
while boarding a flight does
not fully convey the actual
potential for discomfort or
even outright injury to
fellow passengers. I say this
as a senior plastic surgeon.
The injury caused (after
being struck on the head by
a backpack with gadgets)
could even be of a serious
nature if the person
happens to be a child.
Unfortunately, basic
courtesy and care for
others right next to us, in
our crowded spaces, does
not seem to be a part of our
much-celebrated culture.
However, we can certainly
learn from others. On
boarding crowded railcars
in Japan, one notices how
every person who has a
backpack, or any other bag
for that matter, carries it in
a way that does not
inconvenience others.
Travellers go to the extent
of keeping such bags
between their feet while

standing so that there is
more room for other
passengers. Perhaps
airlines in India and other
transport providers should
emulate such an example
and instruct travellers to
observe this. Instructions to
this effect can be
highlighted prominently so
that travellers can have a
better experience than
what the writer had.

Dr. SYED ALTAF HUSSAIN,
Chennai

Travellers beware
Should I as a recent visitor
to India have to alter my
expectations as to how I as
a visitor can expect to be
treated? While in Delhi
recently, we decided to
walk from our hotel to
Connaught Place. As an
obvious visitor, I am used to
people wanting to talk to
me. One gentleman, while
walking with us, had advice
as to where to go, but also
warned us about a practice
in and around the area
perpetrated on the

unsuspecting — of
‘excrement on the shoe
scam’ where the victim will
either be pickpocketed or
charged an exorbitant sum
to clean the mess. I had
difficulty believing what I
was hearing, until while
walking through Connaught
Place, two people,
undoubtedly in on the
scam, were extremely keen
to point out that I had
excrement on my shoes.
Having been forewarned,
we retreated a safe distance
away and sorted it out for
ourselves. But this
disgusting practice does a
great disservice to those in
and around Connaught
Place trying to make a living
and reflects poorly on the
area.

MARTYN THOMAS,
Cardiff, U.K.

A Sunday refresh

The idea to have the
‘Magazine’, in a new tabloid
format, is commendable.
The look and feel are great,
with improved readability.

Being rich in content, the
portions can be read at
leisure. New columns such
as ‘It Happened Last Week’
and ‘Green Humour’ are
thoughtful. The efforts to
continuously and
successfully experiment to
improve the reader
experience must be noted.

G. GOKUL KISHORE,
New Delhi

= [ am immensely delighted
with the product. It is certain
to make Sunday reading
more pleasurable and
archivable.

G. RAMASUBRAMANYAM,
Vijayawada

m |t is pleasing that the
‘Magazine’ not only has a
refreshed format but also
includes the ‘Literary
Review’ section, my

favourite, which disappeared
from here over a year ago.

RICHIK DADHICH,
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

= Thank you for giving me
ample reading material for a
whole week while on the
move in trains and buses.
The ‘Magazine’ is now a
breath of fresh air.

N. KRISHNAMURTHY
New Delhi

m The product is a pleasant
surprise and raises the
quality of reading material. I
have been a reader since
2001 and am glad to say that
the daily is way ahead of the
competition in connecting
with readers with updations.

PALLAV,
New Delhi
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CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS:

The graphic that accompanied “Safety, pollution top issues
among women voters, says survey” (Feb. 24, 2019), erroneously
stated that the total number of respondents of the survey was

40,000. Actually, it was 20,000.

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300;

E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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Old challenges in building a new Kerala

The Nava Kerala Mission requires decentralised planning and the participation of the local government

M.A. OOMMEN

For the Kerala government, the Nava
Kerala (new Kerala) Mission, which
seeks to address problems in four
key sectors, has only become a big-
ger challenge after the 2018 floods. A
Post-Disaster Needs Assessment
(PDNA) report, prepared by a team
of 76 international experts in collabo-
ration with the State government, es-
timates that 331,000 crore, which
was 4% of the GSDP in 2018-19, is
needed to rebuild the State. Recon-
structing 17,316 houses, repairing
46,000 houses, rebuilding 1,613
schools, etc. are herculean tasks.
Turning this challenge into an oppor-
tunity depends on the will and vision
of the people. Rebuilding is different
from repairing and demands a para-
digm shift in the concept and strate-
gy of development. A novel vision
and holistic approach must replace
the prevailing ad hoc approach. The
PDNA report provides an excellent
starting point for this.

Strengths and weaknesses
For any purposeful rebuilding, we
need to identify both the strength
and capabilities of the State as well as
its major failures. Kerala has a fasci-
nating human development narra-
tive and a rich biodiversity. Since the
Communist Party of India ascended
to power in Kerala in 1957, the State
has abolished landlordism, managed
a literacy rate that is more than 90%,
provided affordable healthcare, en-
sured decentralised people’s plan-
ning, and seen the growing inflow of
foreign remittances. However, social
failures such as widening inequality,
marginalisation of the most vulnera-
ble sections of society, an increase in
the crime rate, atrocities against wo-
men and children, a high suicide
rate, and road accidents have been
ignored by decision-makers.
Antonio Gramsci famously said
that politics means conscious action
(praxis) in pursuit of a common goal.
While adversarial politics is part of
democratic practice, the polarising
approach which Kerala witnesses to-
day is unhelpful in the context of re-

SINGLE FILE

Blatantly banal

Bollywood is noteworthy in turning
homosexual characters into caricatures

KUNAL RAY

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

as My Brother... Nikhil or Aligarh.

Unsurprisingly, then, Ek Ladki... is at best a formulaic
Bollywood film that features love between two women as
merely a plot novelty. My hopes were expectedly dashed
while watching the film amidst unending giggles and guf-
faws when Sweety (Sonam Kapoor) declares her love for Ku-
hu (Regina Cassandra). It has all the trappings of a quintes-
sential Bollywood potboiler: the bucolic small-town Punjab
setting where everybody is nice and happy, mind-numbing
music, a struggling writer (again a classic Bollywood trope),
a loving grandmother, and some moments in the big city
(Delhi in this case, because how can these love stories orig-
inate in small towns?) amidst other props.

Further, Bollywood love stories cannot be realised with-
out strife. Thus, there is the unfeeling elder brother and a
prototypical villain from whom his beloved sister must be
rescued. What’s new then? Only that homosexual love re-
places heterosexual love? Same-sex love is thus reduced to a
convenient plot point to enable the director to deliver a so-

cial message.

Besides, the women in love need a heterosexual man (Raj-
kummar Rao) as the knight in shining armour to bring them
together and of course the dutiful patriarch of the family
(Anil Kapoor) must approve the match. They have no agen-
cy, which is a seriously problematic position. Sweety and
Kuhu’s first meeting and eventual falling in love are the most
unimaginative I have seen in recent Hindi cinema. For the
lack of a better description, it is a poorly etched fairytale far
removed from real life experiences. When will Bollywood
stop the ‘othering’ of the same-sex love story? I wonder if
this discourse helps the cause or is more of a disservice.

During a conversation with his mother in the film, Raj-
kummar Rao is told to write sach (the truth) and not a story.
After watching Ek Ladki..., one is left wondering whether
this notion would apply equally to the filmmaker. The day
when Bollywood films begin to tell stories that adhere to the
sach principle and eschew blatantly simplistic narratives
will be the day that the depiction of minorities, sexual or
otherwise, will become truer to their ground realities.

The writer teaches literary and cultural studies at FLAME University,

Pune
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Bollywood suffers from the mes-
siah complex. Or perhaps that is
a much-coveted status that we
have thoughtlessly ascribed to
the banal and innocuous films it
produces. There was much hype
around the release of Ek Ladki
Ko Dekha Toh Aisa Laga, which
has same-sex love at its core. I watched it out of curiosity, gi-
ven what we know about Bollywood’s despicable track re-
cord of depicting same-sex love. Remember Dostana? Bolly-
wood is particularly noteworthy in turning gay, lesbian and
transgender characters into caricatures, perennial residents
of marginalia. Their yearning, agony and desire remain en-
tirely unexplored. Of course, this doesn’t include films such

concept and strategy of development." A scene from Paravur in Kerala after
the floods in 2018. =reuTErs

building. New political idioms
through discussions are important,
for no society can meaningfully func-
tion without some presumption of
trust and openness. The State needs
significant transparency guarantees.
Transparency guarantees — “the
freedom to deal with one another
under guarantees of disclosure and
lucidity”, as Amartya Sen observes —
have an instrumental role “in pre-
venting corruption, financial irres-
ponsibility and underhand deal-
ings”. Rent-seeking and growing
disregard for the rule of law cannot
be the basis for rebuilding.

Today Kerala is told that it should
recapture the spirit of renaissance.
One needs to clarify this. It is disco-
vering and rediscovering the essence
of humanity, which has been under a
cloud in recent times. Like the En-
lightenment in Europe that threw up
reason against religious fundamen-
talism, Narayana Guru brought out
the significance of freedom for those
who were suffering caste and class
unfreedoms. The moot question is
whether Kerala will sink precon-
ceived religious prejudices and polit-
ical fundamentalism and imbue the
public sphere with reason.

The project requires the participa-
tion of the local government, and de-
centralised planning. The third tier
of governance in Kerala comprising
nearly 22,000 elected representa-
tives is known for its multistage plan-
ning process and people’s participa-
tion. What is wrong in making the
local government the centre of recov-
ery and rebuilding?

The current debates and the PDNA
report are silent on urban gover-
nance. Several problems in Kerala ar-
ise out of the failure to address the is-
sue of a rising urban population.
Urban Kerala has the highest month-
ly per capita consumption expendi-
ture in India. As a result, the report
estimates the daily municipal solid
waste production in Kerala to be at
10,044 tonnes. This is besides the co-
lossal disaster debris that remains to
be cleared. It is not difficult to revive
the gram sabha spirit of the past as
part of the rebuilding project. Sec-
tion 55 of the Kerala Municipality
Act, 1994 provides for the creation of
a State Development Council presid-
ed over by the Chief Minister with the
Chief Secretary as Convener and
comprising members of the Council
of Ministers and leaders of pan-
chayats and municipalities. Both the
United Democratic Front and the
Left Democratic Front have wasted
this institution. The State Develop-
ment Council can be made the um-
brella organisation that will integrate
the Nava Kerala Mission and the local
government to serve as the centre-
piece of the rebuilding project.

Many people speak of making Ker-
ala a green State. A green economy is
not possible without an understand-
ing of the havoc that has been done
to the land-use pattern through indif-
ferent policies and action. Reminis-
cent of Keats’ line, “a thing of beauty
is a joy forever”, Kerala has to be con-
sciously conserved — not just for tou-
rists but for everyone. Human beings
have to rely on nature’s resources for

survival, but aggressive development
invites nature’s wrath in the form of
landslides and floods.

The change in land-use pattern
and water management has resulted
in a sharp decline in the area under
paddy: from 35% of the crop area in
the 1960s to 7% today. Rice cultiva-
tion is done on watershed basis. The
water scarcity that Kerala faces today
is largely linked to paddy reclama-
tion. Since the Kerala Conservation
of Paddy Land and Wetland Act was
belatedly passed in 2008, not much
has happened except the ratification
of all the illegal transgressions.

Unless we realise that the quarry-
ing, metal crushing and sand mining
mafias are endangering Kerala’s eco-
system, no meaningful land use and
mining policy can be implemented.
The Seventh Report of the Legislative
Environment Committee regarding
the working of the quarries speaks of
the pathological environmental man-
agement underway in Kerala. Placat-
ing vocal voter interests (as in throw-
ing away the Gadgil report) can never
be the way to build common good
and sustainable development. The
PDNA recommendations for an inte-
grated water resource management
approach should never be neglected.

An end to social exclusion

Why the tribals and the historically
marginalised remain neglected is a
question that needs to be raised as
part of the rebuilding project. In-
deed, the disasters have brought to
sharp focus once again the vulnera-
bilities of the poor in general as well
as of the elderly, women, the trans-
genders, and the disabled. Given Ker-
ala’s growing elderly phenomenon,
the three million migrant labourers
will have to be made a dignified part
of its social life. Will Kerala see re-
building as an opportunity to put an
end to the social exclusion through
structural reforms and action?

A road policy that aims to reduce
accidents should be another priority
of the rebuilding project. In 2018,
nearly 4,800 people died in road ac-
cidents. The State needs a Road Re-
construction Policy that will reduce
such accidents. If Kerala is to con-
sciously be rebuilt as a thing of beau-
ty, half the battle will be won.

M.A. Oommen is an Honorary Fellow, Centre
for Development Studies,
Thiruvananthapuram

FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR

Conversations benefit

journalism

Even in a polarising environment, it is vital to continue
the dialogue between journalists and readers
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A.S. PANNEERSELVAN

My last column, “Neither vainglorious nor
venturesome’ (February 18, 2019), generated
a debate among journalists about the need to
converse with the critics of journalism. Some
felt that Jeff Jarvis’s prescription, that it is the
sacred duty of journalists to listen to the pu-
blic they serve, needed some modification.
They argued that there is a need to make a
distinction between the larger public served
by journalism and the small, vocal and bla-
tantly partisan section that has been under-
mining not only journalism, but also the idea
of the public sphere.

Engage or disengage?
Journalists felt that this column, which is de-
signed to be a dialogue between the new-
spaper and its readers, should strive to in-
form readers about the challenges faced by
them in a polarising environment. I would
like to summarise their angst in
five points. One, we have a go-
vernment that has a peculiar
Teflon coat — none of its monu-
mental failures stick on it. Two,
facts are compared with rhetor-
ic and hyperbole. Three, mis-
ogyny has grown and become
toxic. Four, the threat to indivi-
dual journalists’ safety has be-
come real, and attacks against journalists are
taking place with impunity. Five, social me-
dia is used to discredit journalism and jour-
nalists. In this environment, what should be
the relationship between journalists and the
social media?

A couple of reporters asked whether 1, as
a readers’ representative in a newspaper,
agree with Farhad Manjoo, an opinion co-
lumnist for The New York Times, who asked
journalists to disengage from the daily
rhythms of Twitter, which he described as
“the world’s most damaging social net-
work”. They wanted to know whether it is
possible to carry on with the dialogue pro-
cess if one section refuses to follow any rules
and prefers instead to spew venom and vi-
triol and threaten people. Mathew Ingram’s
essay, ‘The yin and yang of Twitter and jour-
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nalism’, explores journalism’s difficult rela-
tionship with Twitter in a nuanced manner.

The points raised are real and disturbing.
But disengaging is not the answer. As some-
one who handles complaints for this new-
spaper, I can vouch for the fact that the ma-
jority of the readers are without rancour.
They are inquisitive and desire a fruitful en-
gagement with the newspaper. They may not
be as garrulous as the trolls. But they are able
to distinguish between journalism and pro-
paganda. They are appalled when reporters
are attacked for raising pertinent questions
and holding those who wield power accoun-
table. They respect investigative journalism
and they value truth. Hence, engaging with
them is an inevitable task.

Truth and propaganda
The key question is how to distinguish bet-
ween a truly inquisitive reader and a propa-
gandist who wants to undermine journalism
and the public discourse. I believe that jour-
nalists who have developed excellent edito-
rial judgment find the difference in the very
first sentence of the communication.
Discerning readers, who form the bul-
wark of those who support journalism, ask
journalists questions to scrutinise those in
power. They do not pose questions
to obfuscate truth or to defend the
regime. These readers are able to
see that journalism’s first obliga-
tion is to tell the truth and its first
loyalty is to citizens. They do not
want propaganda articles or un-
critical appeasement pieces. Citi-
zens look for credible information
to make an informed choice.
Journalists must realise that informed
readers do not confuse objectivity with naive
neutrality. One cannot be neutral when a
young girl is stalked and killed, or when mar-
ginalised people are further exploited, or
when there is an open display of dominance-
dependency in an equation. As Bill Kovach
and Tom Rosenstiel rightly pointed out, jour-
nalistic responsibility is “to provide citizens
with the tools they need to extract know-
ledge for themselves from the undifferentiat-
ed flood or rumour, propaganda, gossip,
fact, assertion, and allegation the communi-
cations system now produces.” Hence, it is
vital to continue the dialogue between jour-
nalists and readers, and not be short-circuit-
ed by the viciousness of the trolls.

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 25, 1969
Anglo-French row

Whatever chances there might have been of considering Gen.
De Gaulle’s proposals for a “new Europe” on their merits were
seriously damaged over the weekend by an acrimonious de-
bate between Britain and France on whether the French Presi-
dent’s ideas and intentions were accurately conveyed to the
British Government by Mr. Christopher Soames, British Am-
bassador in Paris, to whom the General first put them across,
and on whether it was proper for the British Government to
pass on the proposals to West Germany without prior French
consent. Gen. De Gaulle proposed that the E.E.C. might be re-
placed by a larger free trading area and NATO might eventual-
ly disappear yielding place to another, less rigid and less insti-
tutional, arrangement for the defence of the Western world.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 25, 1919

Tilak Case in London.

The Tilak case was continued to-day [February 20, in Lon-

don]. Addressing the jury Sir E. Carson declared that the case
ought to have been tried in India. Mr. Tilak ought certainly to
have the verdict if he deserved it but Sir E. Carson emphasised
the result of such a verdict on the Government of India and
white officials in India. Mr. Tilak had the most profound British
justice and before giving the verdict the jury ought to take into
account the whole of Mr. Tilak’s actions since 1893. Sir J. Simon
pointed out that when Mr. Tilak was tried for sedition in Poona
in 1897 not a word was said about the murder. Of Mr. Rand also
the Government in Bombay confirmed Tilak’s election to the
Legislative Council. He was not seeking to justify everything
Mr. Tilak had done but even the devil should have his due. The

Restorative justice

This refers to a form of criminal justice where the major em-
phasis of court proceedings is on repairing the damages im-
posed by a criminal on the victim of the crime. This view of
criminal justice is in direct contrast to the modern criminal
justice system that is focused primarily on retribution against
the criminal. Restorative justice closely involves the victim of
a crime in the judicial process so that proper compensation is
offered to him through the imposition of an appropriate pe-
nalty on the person who committed the crime. Under the res-
torative justice system, a crime is not viewed as an act against
the law but simply as an issue between the criminal and the
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Video: Sri Lanka’s best overseas Test victories
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