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ALBOT BEATS EVANS TO BECOME FIRST
MOLDOVAN TO WIN AN ATP TITLE | 24

(From left) Alex Hales, David Willey and
Liam Plunkett leave the field as rain
delays the start of the third ODI against
West Indies in Grenada on Monday

New Zealand move to

No. 2 in Test rankings

Dubai: New Zealand cricketer Henry
Nicholls has hailed the team for attaining
the No. 2 position in the International
Cricket Council (ICC) Test rankings. The
27-year-old said that upgradation in the
rankings is a result of the work the team
has put in over the past few years. “It is
pretty cool, it is a testament to the cricket
we have been playing for the last 12
months if not longer,” ICC quoted Nicholls
as saying. The Kiwis have four batsmen
featuring in the top 20 with Williamson
occupying theNo. 2 position, Nicholls at No.
5, Tom Latham and Ross Taylor at No. 12
and No. 19, “It's not something that | go out
and try to achieve or focus on, but to be
around some really great batters in the
world, it is pretty humbling,” said Nicholls.

Women's IPL exhibition games likely
during playoffs, says BCCI official:
The women's T20 exhibition matches,
which will be staged during the IPL, is once
again likely to be slotted during the play-
offs as the BCCI that remains the only
window available for these games, As
stated earlier by the Board officials, the
matches are expected to have a 7pm start
to grab maximum eyeballs. “Like last year,
the sole window we have is during the
playoffs. But a lot depends on the election
dates,” a BCCI official told PTI on Monday.

Rana shines in Delhi’s win: Nitish
Rana's unbeaten half-century guided Delhi
to a seven-wicket win over Keralain a
Group ‘A" match of the Syed Mushtag Al
Trophy T20 cricket tournament, here on
Monday. Kerala won the toss and chose to
bat but couldn't make the most of it,
posting a modest 139 for 7 in 20 overs.
Skipper Ishant Sharma struck the first
blow for Delhi, having K B Arun Karthick
caught and bowled for a duck and Kerala
never really got going as the impressive
Navdeep Saini got Rohan Prem (8), to a
return catch.

Manish Kaushik among three Indians
to enter semis: Commonwealth Games
silver-medallist Manish Kaushik (60kg) was
among the three Indian boxers who advan-
ced to the semifinals and assured them-
selves of medals at the Makran Cup in
Chabahar, Iran. Kaushik, also a national
champion, defeated Salar Moumivand 5-0
in his quarterfinal bout. Also making the
semis were, former national champion
Duryodhan Singh Negi (69kg) and Rohit
Tokas (64kg). The total number of Indians
in the medal rounds stands at eight after
Commonwealth Games silver-medallist
Satish Kumar (+91kg), Manjeet Singh
Panghal (75kg), Sanjeet (91kg), Lalit Prasad
(52kg) and Deepak (49kg) made the semis
on Saturday.

Saurav enters pre-guarters; Joshna
makes exit: India’s Sourav Ghosal entered
the men's pre-quarterfinals even as com-
patriot Joshna Chinappa crashed out of the
women's event of the ongoing PSA World
Squash Championship in Chicago. Sourav
now remains the lone Indian in the fray.
Sourav, seeded 11th, defeated France's
Lucas Serme 13-11 11-6 11-8 in his second
round match that lasted 48 minutes on
Sunday. However, 14th seed Joshna suffe-
red a shock defeat against Hong Kong's
Joey Chan 10-12 7-11 7-11 in the second
round of the women's singles event.

Magic put it across Raptors: Terrence
Ross came off the bench to score 28 points
and Montenegrin center Nikola Vucevic
added 23 points and 12 rebounds, sparking
Orlando Magic's 113-98 win over Toronto
Raptors. The Raptors, who played without
Kawhi Leonard, fell to 44-17 and slid two
games behind Milwaukee for the best
record in the NBA and the Eastern Con-
ference. The Magic improved to 28-33 and
were rank ninth in the East, one game
behind Charlotte for the final playoff
position in the conference. Jonathan Isaac
added 16 points and DJ Augustin added 12
for the Magic.

Gupta wins Cannes International
Open: Grandmaster Abhijeet Gupta won
the Cannes International Open after taking
an easy draw with Pier Luigi Basso of Italy
in the ninth and final round that concluded
here on Monday. Having been tied for the
top spot in the previous edition, Abhijeet
did one better winning the tournament
with 7.5 points, a clear point lead over
nearest rivals Nikita Maiorov of Belarus,
Nasuta Grzegorz of Poland and Yuri Solo-
dovnichecko of Ukraine. acencies

ACTION TODAY

BASKETBALL: Memphis vs. L.A. Lakers,
6.30 am; LA Clippers vs. Dallas, 9 am (SONY
ESPN & SONY ESPN HD)

SHOOTING: SSF World Cup 2019: 50m
Rifle 3 Positions Women's Final, 12.30 pm;
10m Air Pistol Women's Final, 2.30pm
TENNIS: Dubai Open, 3.30 pm, 830 pm
(SONY ESPN & SONY ESPN HD)

Board Looks To Tie Up With Research Institutes For
Proposed Centre Of Excellence; Grand Project,
Worth Nearly Rs 500cr, Running Six Months Late

Arani.Basu@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Indian cricket board
(BCCI) has had talks with medical rese-
arch institutes and universitiesinabidto
make its upcoming centre of excellence
in Bengaluru a ground for sports medici-
neresearch, TOIhaslearnt. The BCCl al-
so wants to create a sports medicine cur-
ricullum and upgrade the qualification
eriteria of physios and trainers.

All this is part of BCCI's long-term
plan to build a cenfre of excellence spre-
ad over 40 acres of land and shift the ope-
rations of the National Cricket Academy
(NCA). The project, estimated to cost aro-
und Rs 300 crore, is running six months
late. The board acquired the land close to
the Bengaluru in Sept 2017.

Operations at NCA have been under
the scanner for some time now and the
handling of Wriddhiman Saha’s injury

has put a question mark on its relevance.
NCA COO Tufan Ghosh, brought in to
play a key role in setting up the facility
and creating a centre of excellence, said,
“I can't give you the details but we are al-
ready in talks with a leading university
in Bengaluru.”

According to the blueprint, accessed
by TOL BCCI feels it requires the affilia-
tion of medical universitiesandresearch
institutes to groom physiotherapists and
trainers and increase the number of re-
ferral doctors so that botched up cases
like Saha's are minimized. Interestingly,
(hosh had been involved with hospital
operations before taking uphis role at the
NCA inDec 2017.

To keepup with the fitness standards
of modern-day sport, BCCI has also up-
graded the qualification certification for
its recognized trainers. The strength and
conditioning coaches, simply referred to

GOALIE KEPA'S "MUTINY’ MARKS CHELSEA'S
DEFEAT TO CITY IN LEAGUE CUP FINAL | 24

To keep up with the fitness standards
ofmodern-day sport, BCCI has also
upgraded the qualification
certification for its recognized
trainers. Thestrength and
conditioningcoaches, simply
referredtoas trainers, needtobe
certified either from the Australian
Strength and Conditioning
Association (ASCA) Level 2, UK
Strength and Condition Association
(UKSCA) and Certified Strength and
Conditioning Specialists (CSC5).

as trainers, need to be certified either
from the Australian Strength and Condi-
tioning Association (ASCA) Level 2, UK
Strength and Condition Association
(UKSCA) and Certified Strength and
Conditioning Specialists (CSCS). These
parameters have been set by Team India
sShankar Basuand his team atthe NCA.
“There are no institutes in India that
offer these courses. There is only one
which can train vou for the ASCA Level1
degree. Generally, trainers register onli-
neand take the tests. Thus, the process is

BCCI sports medicine hub in offing

gquite tough,” BCCI official said. “This
will bring about uniformity in trainers
acrossthe country and it will alsohelp In-
dian trainers making it to the IPL teams.
This will help in monitoring the players
round the yvear.”

ADMINISTRATIVE UNCERTAINTY

While the process of setting up the
centre of excellence has been delaved by
administrative uncertainties plaguing
BCClI for the last two years, the board islo-
okingtogetthecricketing facilities ready
over the next18 months. Ghosh refused to
commentonthereasonsbehind thedelay
According to the initial project plan, the
BCCI wants to get at least four full gro-
unds ready by the end of 2020, The plan
talks about ‘'mimicking pitch conditions
across theworld —importing clay and so-
il and making hybrid pitches'. These gro-
unds will be used for practice games, trial
matches and other BCCI events.

The basic hurdle facing the BCCI is
getting the budget sanctioned. “Who
sanctions this big sum of money? Accor-
ding to the new constitution, the apex co-
uncil should decide. But the CoA is still

running the board affairs,” said a senior
BCCI official.

NCAEBUDGET SOARS

For now, however, it is the NCA which
is likely see a rise in its annual budget.
The BCCI had nearly doubled the budget
for NCA and other academies last vear
from Rs 26 crores toRs S0 crore. This vear,
however, the NCA's medical expenses on
plavers (excluding major injuries to cen-
trally-contracted players) has already to-
uchedRs.1.05cr till January compared to
Rs 551akh in the previous financial vear
The per-player budget at the NCA has al-
so nearly doubled from Rs 1.3 lakh to Rs
2.21akh. However, with a 16% increase in
the budgeted numberof players, another
Rs 15 crore could be asked for:

“The NCA has opened its doors to sta-
te plavers. We have already seen 68 state
plavers by January The endeavour has
been totechnically educate plaversabout
possible injuriesand to prevent these pla-
vers form aggravating injuries. NCA
used to see just three or four playersat a
time, now there are always 17-18 cricke-
ters,” asource said.

JAC.Gladson@timesgroup.com

Visakhapatnam: He put in
the hard vards and took his te-
am to a near-magical victory
in the first T20I against Aust-
ralia on Sunday, but India’s
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah in-
stead found himself put upa
spirited defence of Umesh Ya-
dav following India’s defeat.

The Australians needed 14
runs from the lastover bowled
by Yadav, who was found wan-
ting not only with the ball but
also in the field. His reluctan-
ceto attack the ballresulted in
Pat Cummins and Jhye Ri-
chardson converting a single
into two at the ACA-VDCA
Stadium. “When vou bow] the
lastoverinaclosegame, it'sS0-
50." Bumrah said and added
that death bowling was not ea-
sy “Youtry your best, youreal-
ways clear in your execution,
but some days it works and so-
medays itdoesn't. There's not-
hing to be worried about. We
wanted to close the game in
our favour but these things
happen. Death bowling is al-
ways difficult.”

It didn't look difficult
when he bowled the penulti-
mate over. He conceded two
runs and got rid of Peter
Handscomband Nathan Coul-
ter-Nile in the last two delive-
ries. “I just focused on my
strengths. The wicket was a
little difficult to bat on. It was
sluggish. It wasn't easy to sco-
re heavily I was just figuring
out my options and planning
toexecutethat,” Bumrah said.

With three for 16, Bumrah
was menacing whenever he
had the ball in his hand but
that did not stop the Aussies

from chasingdown India’s 126
for seven. “Once you know vo-
ur target is small, batting isa
little different. There's no ne-
ed to take risks. When we bat-
ted first, we were figuring out
a safe total. Maybe that was
thedifference. They wererota-
ting the strike after hitting a
boundary but in theend it was
agood match.” Bumrah said.

Unlike the Australians,
the Indians showed a prono-
unced dislike for singles, espe-
cially MS Dhoni."Wetried our
best. He was trying to get us to
a safe total. We were short by
15-20 runs but we still had a
fighting total. That was the
plan hewastrying toexecute,”
he said. “We almost pulled off
a win today On this wicket,
around 140-145 would have be-
en a very good score. There
was low bounce and it was dif-
ficult to hit big shots. It's alwa-
ys difficult to chase on these
Kindof wickets."

Were the Indians a bats-
man short with Vijay Shan-
kar benched? “We always
knew what our batting line-
up was. Everybody would ha-
ve gone in taking more re-
sponsibility This happens in
cricket. We lost 2-3 wickets
more than we wanted to but
we back ourselves.”

Rahul was an exception,
though. The opener, who came
in place of Shikhar Dhawan,
made 50 (36b). “It's alwavs go-
od to have good competition,”
Bumrah said. “I feel he was
our best batsman todayv; he
was playing with a lot of com-
posure. He was playing con-
ventional shots. It's very good
when a playver like him is back
inform.”

SHOWING THE WAY: Jasprit
Bumrah celebrates the wicket of
Nathan Coulter-Nile on Sunday

for Dhoni: Maxell

Visakhapatnam: Mahendra
Singh Dhoni once again drew
flak for his slow strike-rate
against Australia in the first
T2 International but Glenn
Maxwell feels thatona low and
slow track, that was all the for-
mer India captain could have
done. Dhoni managed 29 off 37
balls in India's below-par 126
for 7 on a track where the ball
was not coming onto the bat.
To be fair to Dhoni, a clutch of
wickets fell and he also had to
stem the rot with Yuzvendra
Chahal at the otherend.

“Tt {the slow strike rate)
was probably fair enough.
With the way the wicket was
behaving, it was difficult to
score for any batter; let alone a
guy who is not known for his
power-hitting in Chahal,”
Maxwell said in Dhoni's defen-
ce as his analogy of Chahal's
pyvrotechnics invited a few
chuckles.

It was such a track where
deliveries were keeping low
and Dhoni could manage only
one six.

“MS is obviously a world-

says death bowling is always difticult

AP
£l

Glenn Maxwell

class finisher and even he was
finding it hardtohit themiddle
of the bat So, I think it was
rightof himtotry and farmthe
strike. He hit a six in the last
over and [ think that showed
how difficult it was,” Maxwell
said. He lauded his bowlers for
keeping Dhoni under tight le-
ash. “If vou are holding MS to
one boundary in the last few
overs, it's a pretty good effort
and also a sign of the condi-
tionsaswell.”

They had targeted leg-spin-
ners Yuzvendra Chahal and
debutant Mayvank Markande
and Maxwell said Bumrah and
Krunal Pandyva werre toug-
hest to face in such condi-
fions. em

ICCtoappnseBCCI
of World Cup security

Dubai: The International
Cricket Council (ICC) will cle-
ar India's “doubts” about secu-
rityat the upcoming WorldCup
but the world body is unlikely
to even discuss a possible boy-
cott of Pakistan when its Chief
Executives Committee (CEC)
meets here on Wednesday. The
committee of administrators
running Indian cricket wrote a
letter to the ICC urging it boy-
cott countries from where “ter-
rorism emanates” but did not
specifically name Pakistan.
The quarterly meeting of
the ICC will start in Dubai on

ecutives (CEC) meeting mee-
ting where BCCI CEQ Rahul
Johri’s letter will be tabled and
the matter will be discussed.

The BCCI had expressed its
concernabout the safety of the
playvers and officials during the
World Cup which starts May 30
in England.

“The ICC will provide all
the details of the security ar-
rangements made for the
World Cup. It will be same for
all the participating nations
and England and Wales Crick-
et Board have always provided

L)

top notch arrangements,” a se-

Pratyush.Raja@timesgroup.com

thuphogatmovesﬁomwrestlmgto

Chandigarh: Ritu Phogat, daugh-
terof Dangalfame wrestling coach
Mahavir Phogat, in a shock move
on Monday announced her deci-
sion to join Mixed Martial Arts

(MMA), leaving a promising career

in wrestling. The 24-vear-old is
third of the famous Phogat sisters
— (Geeta, Babita, Rituand Sangita.
In 2017, she had won a silver medal
in the 48kg category at the World
U-23 Senior Wrestling Champions-
hip in Poland.

Shehas joined Singapore-based
Evolve Fight Team. “l am really ex-
cited to begin my new journey. The
reason I picked MMA is because [
want to be the first Indian to beco-
me MMA world champion,” Ritu
told TOI on telephone from Singa-

SURPRISE SWITCH: Ritu Phogat

pore. Her decision has shocked the
Wrestling Federation of India,
which says Ritu kept them “in the
dark" by claiming she was injured.
“T have been following MMA for a
while and [ was very impressed by
the sport. | have always wondered
why there are no Indians in this
sport,” she added.

When being asked what had
prompted her to opt for MMA, the

grappler replied, “Everyone in our
family is a wrestler. People have ex-
pectations since I'm Geeta and Ba-
bita'ssister. I want to fulfill theirex-
pectations and hopes, not on the
mat but inside acage.”

Explaining that she was more
adventurous than her sisters, Ritu
said, “Wrestling is my first love, Of
course, I am going to miss it, but I
am different from myv sisters. 1 just
can't wait togetstarted.”

Themove to MMA will cost Ritu
her chance towin glory for India at
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. Com-
mentingon Ritu's decision, WFI as-
sistant secretary Vinod Tomar told
TOIL, “It is quite shocking, but if
she hasdecidedtojoin MMA thenit
will be curtainsfor her amateur ca-
reer: Trust me, | can't believe this,
Ritu is one of the most promising

wrestlers in India. I hope she
knows the consequences as she
won't be ableto represent India.”

Earlier this month, Ritu had
pulled out of the senior women's
national wrestling camp, which is
underway in Lucknow, citing inju-
rv. “She should have told us. She
had called up last week to inform
she is injured. She instead wanted
heryoungersister Sangita torepre-
sent the country in her category
We have invested so much in Ritu.
It is obviously a big loss forus,” ad-
ded Tomar.

Back home in Harvana's Balali
village, her family is very excited.
“It is not an overnight decision.
Growing up, she was a big fan of
MMA. One day she told me that she
wants to try her hand at MMA" sa-
id Mahavir Phogat, her father.

No medical personnel, boxers left in lurch

Sabi.Hussain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: India’s core group of
top male boxers, competing in the
prestigious Makran Cup boxing to-
urnament at Chabahar city in
Iran, are without the services of a
doctor or other medically trained
staff, TOI has learnt. Specialized
medical staff is a mandataory requ-
irement in a contact sport like box-
ing, where physical injury is com-
mon during trainingand bouts.
The Iran tournament serves as
significant preparation for the Asi-
an Championships in Bangkok in
April. India’s 10-member boxing
contingent includes the likes of
Commonwealth and Asiad medal-
lists Satish Kumar and Manish
Kaushik and India Open gold win-

ner Sanjeet. According to sources,
the support staff has an arrange-
ment in mind — in case of injury,
they will seek the help of medical
personnel attached with other par-
ticipating nations to attend to Indi-
an boxers.

A separate 12-member senior te-
am, comprising 10 male and two fe-
male boxers, is set to travel to the
36th Gee Bee International boxing
towrnament in Helsinki, Finland
from March 7-10, also without medi-
cal personnel. This is because the
Boxing Federation of India (BFI)
has decided to give preference to
other support staff, including a vi-
deo analyst, over a doctor: The Hel-
sinki tournament will feature the
likesof former Asianchampionand

world bronze-medallist Shiva Tha-
pa, youth world champion Sachin Si-
wach and Asian silver-medallist Su-
mit Sangwan.

BFI executive director Raj Ku-
mar Sacheti admitted that a doctor
should have accompanied the te-
am. “We should send them, but it’s
not mandatory that in all tourna-
ments, a doctor accompanies the
team. We have to see which sup-
port staff personnel is more im-
portant for a particular tourna-
ment. Organisers also limit entry.
Like, (if) we are sending a team of
10 boxers, then we can only send
three-five coaches, one doctor/
physio and one masseur. So, we de-
cided to send a physio to Iran and
the video analyst we have sent as

extra official on our own cost. But
it'sour desire that weshouldsenda
doctor full-time.”

For the recently-concluded
Strandja Memorial tournament in
Sofia, Bulgaria — where Indian
boxers clinched an impressive se-
ven medals — the BFI had sent the
Sports Authority of India (SAl)-ap-
pointed doctor at the NIS Patiala
centre, Anil Bhan, with the team.

TOI had onJan 3l reported that
national campers at NIS Patiala
were without the services of adoc-
tor. The BFI recently engaged a
doctor named Pradeep, but, accor-
ding to sources, he completed his
degree in sports medicine only in

2017 and has no priorexperienceof :

managinga national-level team.

Wednesday with the Chief Ex-

Jhulan Goswami (right) celebrates after dismissing Heather Knight

nior BCCI official said. emi

-~ Smriti, seamers shine

as India clinch series

Tinaes News NeTwork

Mumbai: Riding on a superb
spell by their pacers Shikha
Pandey (4/18 in 10 overs) and
Jhulan Goswami (4/30 in 8.3
overs), India outclassed Eng-
land by seven wickets in the se-
cond ODI to clinch the three-
matchseries 2-0at the Wankhe-
de Stadium, here on Monday.
Pandey and Goswami wre-
aked havocwith fiery spells, ta-
Kingfourwicketseach tobund-
le out the opposition for a palt-
ry 161 in just43.3 overs, beforea
half-century by inform ope
ner Smriti Mandhana (63), and
an unbeaten 47-run knock by
skipper Mithali Raj helped In-

dia cruise to the target in just
41.1 overs.

India have gained two po-
ints to go up the ladder in the
[CC Women's ODI champions-
hip table. As a result, they se-
em to be on target to qualify di-
rectly for the 2021 World Cup.

Mandhana added 73 for the

second wicket with Poonam
Raut (32 off 65 balls) to set the
base, and then 66 for the third
wicket with Mithali.
Brief scores: England Women
161 in 43.3 overs (Natalie Sciver 85,
Shikha Pandey 4-18, Jhulan Gos-
wami 4-30) lost to India Women
162-3 in4L.1 overs (Smnti Mandha-
na 63, Mithali Raj 47 not out) by se-
ven wickets.




