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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

ANXIOUS IN ITANAGAR

Row over residency claims is another reminder of need to
tread carefully on complex identity question in Northeast

UST ASTHE furore over the Citizenship Amendment Bill ended after the legislation

lapsed in Parliament, a new round of protests has rocked Arunachal Pradesh. On

Sunday, mobs angry over a Joint High Powered Committee report on the claims of

six non-tribal communities to the Permanent Residence Certificate (PRC) attacked
the deputy chief minister’s house and many public buildings, including the office of the
powerful All Arunachal Pradesh Students’ Union (AAPSU) in Itanagar. Two persons were
killed in police firing and scores injured. A rattled state government has withdrawn the
JHPC report and has promised protestors that the PRC claims are now a closed chapter.
The tense condition in the state capital and three Arunachal districts bordering Assam
may have forced the government’s response. But the PRC demand is an old one and is
likely to surface again.

There is a need to reflect on why matters concerning identity have become increas-
ingly combustible. The PRCis a necessary document for education and employment un-
der the state quota in Arunachal Pradesh and neighbouring states. The six communities
which have been excluded from the ambit of the PRC live in districts bordering Assam, pos-
sess landholdings etc and claim that they have never been residents of Assam or any
other state. In recent times, even groups like the AAPSU had come around to the view
that their claims for the PRC need a sympathetic hearing, which may well be the reason
why the mob targeted the AAPSU office in Itanagar on Sunday. Clearly, not everyone
agrees with this reasonable position. The protests, reportedly, lacked leaders and were
more uncontrollable because they were constituted of people who had gathered spon-
taneously, not under the banner of a party or organisation. The fear of shrinking oppor-
tunities and loss of control over resources seems to have fanned the mob violence. This
reaction could well be the fallout of the foregrounding of the identity question follow-
ing the introduction of the Citizenship Amendment Bill. The Bill, and the debate that en-
sued, has pushed the region backwards, privileging the claims for a less inclusive polity.

Sunday’s unrest doesn’t augur well for the BJP, which holds office in Itanagar. The
party, which won 11 seats in the 60-member assembly in the 2014 assembly election but
managed to cobble together a majority by engineering defections from the Congress, is
already seeing desertions ahead of the polls. Its push to privilege the claims of non-
Muslims for citizenship has turned the region restive again. The BJP needs to acknowledge
and respect the fact that the identity question in the Northeast is complex, and calls on it
to tread carefully.

PEDAGOGY & POLITICS

HRD ministry’s proposal to institutionalise Vedic education
invites questions of priority, due process

AST MONTH, THE Union Ministry of Human Resource Development gave an

in-principle approval to a new national board of education, the Bharatiya

Shiksha Board (BSB). By all accounts, the ministry envisages the new board as

an alternative to the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE). It will en-
sure “standardisation” of “Indian traditional knowledge”, draft syllabi, issue certificates
and recognise gurukulas, pathshalas and schools that offer “a blend of Vedic and modern
schools”. The constitution of the BSB acquired further momentum last week: On February
23, a selection panel of the ministry decided that yoga entrepreneur Ramdev’s Patanjali
Yogpeeth was the best among the three outfits that had placed bids to set up the new in-
stitution. Patanjali has reportedly committed Rs 21 crore for the board’s development
and informed the panel that it has the necessary infrastructure for the purpose. Setting
up an alternative pedagogical agency, however, should not be just about funds and phys-
ical infrastructure.

From an academic perspective, there should not be any quarrel with a project that fo-
cuses on “Indian traditional knowledge”. Indeed, aspects of such knowledge are part of
the social science and humanities curricula in both schools and universities. History text-
books at all levels, for example, talk about the scholarly debates on the Vedic age. Sanskrit,
similarly, is offered in schools and institutions of higher learning. In fact, in 2017, amongst
Indian languages, Sanskrit had the third-highest number of post-graduate students. Of
course, much more needs to be done. Scholarship around the language’s rise and fall, its
social and political implications, and its relationship with other languages hasn’t gone
beyond a few elite universities. But such problems cannot be resolved by compartmen-
talising “ancient Indian knowledge”. Conflating ancient Indian knowledge with the Vedas,
shastras and Sanskrit also invites questions.

There is, of course, no getting away from pedagogy’s links with politics. Even then, in
the current political climate, the HRD ministry’s emphasis on Vedas and darsanas could
be seen as a project to pursue a majoritarian agenda. Ancient societies in India displayed
diversity in culture, religion, language and ethnicity. The new board’s objective to “stan-
dardise” Vedic texts and its rooting for Sanskrit militates against such plural readings of
history. Three years ago, the HRD ministry had rejected Patanjali Yogpeeth’s proposal to
constitute a “Vedic educational board”. The ministry’s selection panel should explain the
reason for its rethink.

WIN OR LOSE

What mattered was that most of the top films in contention
for the Oscars were made richer by their women characters

he 2019 Oscars had a pretty bad run leading up to the glittery Sunday night,
leaving it eventually without a host. In the mostly sedate presentation, no one
ruffled any feathers but for Spike Lee, who in his acceptance speech for Best
Adapted Screenplay, called to “do the right thing”, come the 2020 US presiden-
tial election, and made his displeasure over Best Picture winner Green Book evident by lit-
erally turning his back onit. The biggest buzz was about Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper’s
performance to her award-winning song, after their Oscars campaign had fizzled out.

None of that mattered, though. What did was the shutting out of Glenn Close in the
Best Actress category, now going seven times win-less after an Oscar nomination. What
did was the Academy’s failure to acknowledge the significance of the role that got her here.
In the rigid ringfencing of #MeToo, where you can only be victim or culprit, and nothing
inbetween, she played The Wife, representing the millions who push the envelope bravely
and silently and travel miles without leaps. She played the women who don’t just wage one
battle or three or four, but who know which to fight; who must be something to everyone
while being everything to someone. In a film that barely matched her searing performance,
Close’s wife packed in years of that being, for centuries of those beings.

Most of the top films in contention on Sunday were made richer by their women char-
acters — even those in the background. Singed by an unwinnable race debate, Green Book
had Tony Lip’s wife taking care of the home and hearth but also shining piercing light on
his wrongs, Roma had the women who bonded, unseen by the men, The Favourite had Best
Actress winner Olivia Coleman and others running a kingdom, while it took Lady Gaga
to lend shine to a new A Star is Born.
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Doing good

... undoing bad, and transforming bad into good is real

power. India must remember this after Pulwama

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WORDLY WISE
I AM THE SON OF IMMIGRANTS FROM EGYPT.I'M A
FIRST-GENERATION AMERICAN. PART OF MY STORY
IS BEING WRITTEN RIGHT NOW. — RAMI MALEK

RAM MADHAV

INDIA HAS MANY neighbours. But Pakistan
isdifferent. Itis a neighbour that s singularly
focused on harming and harassing India, irre-
spective of whether it benefits or damagesits
own interests. One former prime minister of
Pakistan had once declared that Pakistanis
would eat grass in order to fight with India
for a thousand years.

Dealing with such a neighbouris not easy.
Not just India, other neighbours, too, realise
this. Afghanistan’s foreign ministry recently
complained to the UN Security Council
against Pakistan’s direct engagement with
the Taliban bypassing the Afghanistan gov-
ernment, saying that it not only undermines
ongoing peace efforts but violates
Afghanistan’s national sovereignty and UNSC
Resolution 1988.

Inarecent suicide attack, 27 members of
Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards were killed.
The chief of the Revolutionary Guards, Major
General Mohammad Ali Jafari, has accused
Pakistan of providing safe havens to the per-
petrators. “Why do Pakistan’s army and se-
curity body give refuge to these anti-revolu-
tionary groups? Pakistan will no doubt pay a
high price”, warned Jafari.

Pakistan is today like a cantonment or a
military barracks, run by its military and ISI
leadership. “The military-industrial complex
was one of Pakistan’s binding forces, along-
side Islam, national pride, suspicion of India
and America,” writes Steve Coll in Directorate
S.The deadly combination of military, Islamist
radicalism and hate for India has wreaked
havoc for India over decades. Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto had talked about bleeding India
through a “thousand cuts”. Pakistan contin-
ues with that policy, irrespective of who oc-
cupies political power,a power that s just no-
tional, as the real power is wielded by the
army and the ISL

That Pakistan has emerged as the global
epicentre of terrorism is no longer a revela-
tion or a secret. The entire world knows about
it. One can see it in the US White House state-
ment after the ghastly attack at Pulwama on
the CRPF convoy.

Kashmir occupies the
centrestage of this conflict as
far as India is concerned.
Unfortunately, India has a
huge problem with the
regional narrative in the
Kashmir Valley that helps
Pakistan enormously. That
narrative is one of
separatism — soft or hard,
depending on the situation
— alienation and
victimhood. Kashmiri
regional satraps are not fully
reconciled to the fact, even
after 70 years, that they are
an integral part of India and
are like any other citizen of
the country. They consider
their relationship with India
to be special, in which

they had made a huge
sacrifice in 1948 by choosing
India over Pakistan, and
hence the Indian state and
people should ever be
grateful to them.

“The United States calls on Pakistan to end
immediately the support and safe haven pro-
vided to all terrorist groups operating on its
soil, whose only goal is to sow chaos, violence
and terror in the region,” read the statement
issued by Trump’s press secretary. No ambi-
guity, no “alleged”, but an affirmation about
the existence of terrorist groups on “its soil”.
The UNSC stopped short of naming Pakistan,
but it too openly blamed the Jaish-e-
Mohammad, an organisation based out of
Bahawalpur, Pakistan, for the Pulwama attack.

Pakistan must be made to change. It calls
for global consensus. Tragically, we lack global
consensus even on the definition of terror-
ism. Guided by self-interest, the US and China
have both ended up patronising the monster
in Pakistan, namely the military-ISI establish-
ment. The Pakistan leadership has mastered
the art of doublespeak and deception.

Kashmir occupies the centrestage of this
conflict as far as India is concerned.
Unfortunately, India has a huge problem with
the regional narrative in the Kashmir Valley
that helps Pakistan enormously. That narra-
tive is one of separatism — soft or hard de-
pending on the situation — alienation and vic-
timhood. Kashmiri regional satraps are not
fully reconciled to the fact, even after 70 years,
that they are an integral part of India and are
like any other citizen of the country. They con-
sider their relationship with India to be spe-
cial, in which they had made a huge sacrifice
in 1948 by choosing India over Pakistan, and
hence the Indian state and people should ever
be grateful to them.

Generations of Kashmiris have been fed
this fallacy by the Kashmiri regional leader-
ship. That not just J&K, but more than 540 in-
dependent kingdoms and princely states had
joined Indiain 1947-48 under the same docu-
ment called the Instrument of Accession;
hence they are an integral part of the country
— is not what these eminences in the Valley
teach their people. Instead, to showcase their
special status, they brandish Article 370 of the
Indian Constitution. This Article, inserted as a
temporary and transient provision, has lived

far too long. It only helped perpetuate the
sense of alienation and separatism in the
Valley. Mind you, even though this Article is
applicable to the entire state of J&IK, one does-
n’t find alienation or separatism in its other
parts, like Jammu and Ladakh. The leadership
in these regions has ensured that the people
there fully integrate with the rest of India.

The ordinary Kashmiri is like any other cit-
izen, but the leaders are the ones who turn
him into a terrorist or a separatist or a stone-
pelter. Article 370 can go whenever the gov-
ernment of the day decides. All that is re-
quired is a proclamation by the president of
India. But of greater importance is to tackle
these leaders in the Valley who continue to
peddle the separatist narrative.

We have given them toolong arope, inthe
hope that the greater the engagement, the
better the integration process would be.
Sadly, while large sections of the Kashmiri
people wholeheartedly internalised their
Indianness, the regional satraps are busy stok-
ing separatist fires. The time has come to
make them irrelevant in the Valley. Just like
inthe other tworegions of the state, the dom-
inant narrative to be encouraged in the Valley
should also be one of Indianness.

It puts the onus on the rest of the country
— itsleadership and people alike. The people
of India must remember that when they say
“Kashmiris ours”, that also means “every Kas-
hmiriis ours”. If he is misguided, lead him; if
he is mischievous, punish him; if he is treach-
erous, banish him. But instill India in him. A
billion plus population can’t be so powerless
in tackling a handful of terrorists and their
masters; but the real power lies not in hating
every one, but bringing them to the right way.

“Kartum akartum anyatha kartum shaky-
ate” —this is how power is defined in ancient
Indian wisdom. “It will do, it will undo, and it
will do otherwise”. Doing good, undoing bad
and transforming bad into good is what is de-
scribed as real power.

The writer is national general secretary, BJP,
and director, India Foundation
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There is so much more that India and EU can achieve together

ELZBIETA BIENKOWSKA

IN NOVEMBER LAST year, the European
Union (EU) adopted a communication that
set out the Union’s vision for a strategy to
strengthen its cooperation and partnership
with India. This new strategy, developed in
broad consultation with European and
Indian stakeholders, shows how significant
the EU considers India’s role ininternational
and regional matters and how determined
the EU is to further develop and realise the
full potential of this partnership.

India, as an emerging global power, plays
a key role in the current multi-polar world.
While there is growing convergence be-
tween the EU and India on global and re-
gional issues, we stand to benefit equally
from a stronger partnership by addressing
together global challenges, promoting eco-
nomic growth and expanding business op-
portunities.

There is an increasing recognition and ac-
knowledgment from both sides that there is
a huge untapped potential in our partner-
ship: Do not forget that jointly, the EU and
India represent close to 2 billion people, who
can positively influence not only the eco-
nomic discourse but also the course of hu-
man development. My ongoing India visit is
with the purpose to further strengthen pol-
icy dialogues and cooperation with India,
particularly with regard to small and
medium-sized enterprises.

The EU and India have a strong and long-
standing economic relationship, with trade
and investment representing an important
aspect of our strategic partnership. The EU is
India’s largest trading partner, whilst India is
the EU’s ninth largest partner. Bilateral trade

European companies, many
of which are start-ups and
SMEs, are strong in areas
such as technology,
environment,
communications, energy and
infrastructure. This

wealth of experience and
knowledge means the EU
has much to offer to India in
its quest to grow and
modernise, from technology
to know-how sharing.

ingoods and services amounted to over €100
billionin 2017. However, I am convinced that
there is scope for much more trade, invest-
ment and cooperation between European
and Indian companies, particularly small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). Indeed,
SMEs form the backbone for both our
economies; both regions have bright and dy-
namic entrepreneurs, willing to take risks
and to launch new initiatives, eager to dis-
cover new opportunities and realise their
dreams for a better future.

European companies, many of which are
start-ups and SMEs, are strong in areas such
as technology, environment, communica-
tions, energy and infrastructure. This wealth
of experience and knowledge means the EU
has much to offer to India in its quest to grow
and modernise, from technology to know-
how sharing.

The EU’s Business Support programme
aims precisely at tapping into these existing
business opportunities and focussing in par-
ticular, but not exclusively, on areas such as
environment, energy, climate, mobility, ur-
banisation and ICT, where we already have
an advanced cooperation with India. This ini-
tiative will bring together European and
Indian SMEs through joint action, business
to business match-making and exchanges
on best practices. The programme will carry
out technical market studies, build a data-
base of EU companies that can offer techni-
cal solutions and create an online platform
to share information on the business oppor-
tunities and connect Indian and EU business.
Bringing European and Indian business to-
gether to complement these key dialogues

with a business angle will not only facilitate
business cooperation but would also support
the transfer of advanced EU technologies and
innovative practices, which can be adapted
for the Indian market.

Fostering an environment in which our
innovative businesses can flourish and co-
operate should be a shared priority for both
sides. | am looking forward to discussing
these issues with my counterparts in the
Indian government, notably ministers Nitin
Gadkari and Suresh Prabhu.

Space is another area where I believe we
have much to contribute to each other, con-
sidering both the EU and India are keenly
working towards establishing themselves as
leading space powers. Copernicus, the EU’s
observation programme, that is now the best
system of that kind in the world, can provide
support to India in tackling many common
challenges, from environmental protection,
agriculture and climate change monitoring
to disaster support and urban development.
India and Europe have already initiated
cooperation in this area, but we can do much
more to develop our space activities, for
instance on satellite navigation and
space research.

During my visit, I will explore where in-
creased regulatory cooperation can con-
tribute to our shared endeavours. There is so
much more we can do together, and we
stand ready to play our part.

The time is right to seize the
opportunities.

The writer is Commissioner for Internal
Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs
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FEBRUARY 26, 1979, FORTY YEARS AGO

STATES AGREE ON PLAN

A TWO-DAY MEETING of the National
Development Council reached an accord on
sharing of central plan assistance by the
states. Accordingly, the central assistance
originally provided in the draft sixth five-year
planfor 1978-83 is to be distributed in accor-
dance with the old Gadgil formula, the addi-
tional central assistance that has become
available after cutting out some of the cen-
trally-sponsored schemes is to be allocated in
amore progressive manner after taking into
account the population and per capita in-
comes of different states. The formula ac-
cepted is the one proposed by the Planning
Commission Deputy Chairman D T

Lakdawala, in his report to the council.

UP CM PROSPECTS

THE PROSPECTS OF Banarsi Das, the BLD-
supported candidate for UP chief minister-
ship, have improved after a meeting between
Charan Singh and Congress for Democracy
(CFD)leader HN Bahuguna. This is an unex-
pected development because the Jana Sangh,
the main supporter of Gupta, had been bank-
ing on the CFD, which has 45 MLAs.

US INDICTS CHINA

CHINA IS THE “transgressor” in its fighting
inside Vietnam and risks causing a wider
war, US Treasury Secretary Michael

Blumenthal said. He delivered a blunt warn-
ing to Chinese leaders that further rapid im-
provements in relations between the US and
China could depend on a quick end to the
fighting. China’s finance minister, Chang
Ching-fu, said Chinese troops were fully jus-
tified in invading Vietnam.

WAR TOLL IN VIETNAM
THE VOICE OF Vietnam, monitored in
Bangkok, said the Vietnamese had killed
16,000 Chinese and destroyed 160 tanks in
the seven-day war. The casualty claims could
not be verified by independent sources and
some analysts believed the Viethamese were
exaggerating.
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Slipping on democracy

Arecent Democracy Index confirms the paradox of India being the world’s largest electoral wonder, but an
increasingly flawed democracy

S Y QURAISHI

THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE Unit re-
cently published its 11th report on the “State
of Democracy in the World in 2018 titled
“Me Too? Political participation, protest and
democracy”. The EIU has over seven decades
of experience in studying the spectrum of
democracies in the world. The index made
news last year when India had slipped 10
straight positions, from 32 to 42, ranking be-
low Latvia and South Africa.

The survey ranks 165 independent coun-
tries based on five parameters — namely,
electoral process and pluralism, civil liber-
ties, functioning of the government, political
participation and political culture. Based on
a comprehensive survey containing 60 ques-
tions under five categories, the index classi-
fies countries into four types — Full
Democracies, Flawed Democracies, Hybrid
Democracies and Authoritarian Regimes.

The countries range from Norway, scor-
ing an almost perfect 9.87 out of 10, to North
Korea at 167, scoring an abysmal 1.08 out of
10. Only 20 countries (4.5 per cent of the
world population) are full democracies,
down from around 11 per cent at the start of
this decade. Most of the shift has taken place
into flawed democracies, which constitute
the largest group with 43 per cent of the
world’s population. A third of the world lives
under authoritarian governments, the ma-
jority being in China.

Nordic democracies continue to top the
rankings year after year, with high political
participation, robust welfare state and pro-
gressive workers’ rights and environmental
standards. The top five are Norway, Iceland,
Sweden, New Zealand and Denmark, while
the bottom five are generally war-ravaged
nations with highly authoritarian regimes,

namely Chad, Central African Republic,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Syria and
North Korea.

Even though the voters are disillusioned
with the political parties and “formal politi-
calinstitutions”, voter turnout was on the rise
in 2018, in expression of disillusionment. The
culture of protest is on the rise, with a num-
ber of demonstrations around the world for
a plethora of causes. The rise of social media
has made public outreach quicker and eas-
ier, making lawful assembly an increasing
trend. Hence, the report concludes that citi-
zens are “turning anger into action”.

Quotas for women candidates have made
parliaments more inclusive, pointing to the
instrumental importance of positive politi-
cal discrimination. Japan introduced
women'’s quota legislation in 2018. In the sub-
continent, Nepal already tops South Asia in
women’s representation, with 33 per cent of
the seats reserved for women in Parliament
and a record 40 per cent of women in local
bodies. Bangladesh has 14 per cent reserved
seats and Pakistan also reserves 17 per cent
and 15 per cent in the Lower and Upper
Houses respectively. It is time the Indian
Parliament also walks the talk on women'’s
representation. The NDA government, which
could pass a constitutional amendment for
10 per cent reservation for the economically
weak in three days, could have easily created
awomen’s quota in legislatures if there was
political will.

Four out of five attributes of the
Democracy Index either showed stagnation
or improvement for the whole world, except
for “civil liberties”, which continues its de-
cline since 2008, coming down from 6.3 to
5.7.“Functioning of the government” remains
at the bottom of the score card, with hardly
any improvement from a high of 5.0 since
2008.

Another concerning trend is that, as a
whole, the score for perception of democracy
as a sub-attribute suffered its biggest fall in
the index since 2010, indicating that people
are losing faith in the capability of democ-
racy to deliver basic goods and utilities.

Among the SAARC countries, India (41)
and Sri Lanka (71) are classified as flawed
democracies, followed by Bangladesh (88),

What has adversely affected
Indian rankings, according
to the report last year, is the
rise of “conservative religious
ideologies”. Vigilantism,
violence, narrowing scope for
dissent, threat to minorities
and marginalised groups has
affected our ranking.
Journalists are increasingly
under attack, with murders
taking place in several areas.
As aresult of limited scope
for fair reportage, the Indian
media is classified as only
“partially free”, a fact also
corroborated by the
“Freedom in the World
Report, 2018”.

Bhutan (94) and Nepal (97) which are hy-
brid regimes, with Pakistan (112) and
Afghanistan (143) being authoritarian. The
Maldives is not being ranked on the index.
Sri Lanka registered the worst fallamong all
countries in South Asia, with deteriorating
civil liberties and functioning of the govern-
ment in the wake of a constitutional crisis
in October last year.

India, which had reached its highest-ever
position of 27 in 2014 (just two ranks away
from becoming a full democracy), slipped
to42 last year, registering the second largest
fall in ranking after Indonesia, which fell by
20 ranks to 68. Even though India has im-
proved one rank to 41, there has been no im-
provement in scores, which continued at
7.23 out of 10.

This is the worst ranking ever on the in-
dex for India. Itis a mid-range country among
flawed democracies, with a high score of 9.17
in electoral process and pluralism but moder-
ate record not crossing 7.5 on the rest of the
parameters. This confirms the paradox of
India as the world’s largest electoral wonder,
but a flawed democracy.

What has adversely affected Indian rank-
ings, according to the report last year, is the
rise of “conservative religious ideologies”.
Vigilantism, violence, narrowing scope for
dissent, threat to minorities and marginalised
groups has affected our ranking. Journalists
are increasingly under attack, with murders
taking place in several areas. As aresult of lim-
ited scope for fair reportage, the Indian media
is classified as only “partially free”, a fact also
corroborated by the “Freedom in the World
Report, 2018,

This year's report maintains those con-
cerns, and also warns of incumbents trying
to further consolidate power: “In India, the
ruling (NDA) coalition has struggled to main-
tain its dominance in state elections. To some
extent, this is in fact a reflection of the
strength of the country’s democratic institu-
tions, which has yielded upsets for the gov-
ernment, despite various coercive tactics used
by the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to
consolidate power.”

The writer is former Chief Election
Commissioner

The thing about air

The pollution problem is not merely a technological issue, but a social concern

MALA KAPUR SHANKARDASS

AIR POLLUTION is a silent killer in India, es-
pecially in the country’s northern belt.
Eighteen per cent of the world’s population
lives in India, but the country bears 26 per
cent of the global disease burden due to air
pollution. According to estimates of the India
State-Level Disease Burden Initiative — pub-
lished last year in Lancet Planetary Health —
over half the 12.4 lakh deaths in India attrib-
uted to air pollution in 2017 were of individ-
uals under the age of 70. The average life ex-
pectancy in the country could be 1.7 years
higher, if air pollution is contained at a level
at which human healthisn’t harmed.
However, policy and civil society re-
sponses to air pollution have been limited
and delayed. It was only in January that the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change revamped the National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP) to make it the country’s
first overarching policy framework on air
quality. A few days before the programme’s
launch, Bloomberg Philanthropies and The
Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) came
forward to provide technical assistance to the
government for implementing the NCAP by
an emission inventory database. The two in-
stitutes would also cooperate with the gov-

ernment in identifying sources of pollution
and tracking emissions in order to help it re-
alise the target of reducing particulate mat-
ter by 20-30 per cent in the next five years.
Time will tell if such techno-centric initia-
tives bring about ground-level changes — or
become interim solutions.

Globally, there have been several techno-
logical breakthroughs in evaluating and im-
proving air quality. In India too, researchers,
entrepreneurs and environmentalists have
voiced the need for devices such as sensor-
based monitors, air purifiers and smog tow-
ers. The use of mass spectrometers has been
advocated to identify volatile substances that
pollute air. However, there is a flip side to the
use of such gadgets. Their increasing use
might improve air quality. But their energy
footfall is likely to offset recent gains in en-
ergy efficiency.

Air pollution is not a local issue that can
be resolved by using household gadgets or
placing devices at a few places. Itis a nation-
wide concern that requires systemic meas-
ures, long-term planning, stringent action
against those violating emission laws and
standards. India lacks auditors who can en-
force these standards. The country also re-

quires inter-departmental coordination, con-
tinuous monitoring, appropriate warning
systems and adequate protocols for assess-
ment of air quality.

Seen from such a perspective, the increas-
ing use of gadgets like air purifiers by a cer-
tain section of people becomes problematic.
These devices consume energy, require con-
stant maintenance and constitute a lopsided
and expensive answer to the air pollution
problem. Studies have shown that many
types of air purifiers used in households, of-
fices and commercial set-ups do not actually
improve the air quality in their surrounding
environment. For instance, certain types of
air purifiers do not remove chemicals or
gases. lonisers have limited utility against
harmful particles and activated carbon fil-
ters —amongst the most popular air purify-
ing devices — are not effective against par-
ticulate matter and allergens. Electrostatic
filters are not effective in large rooms and
ozone purifiers are known to trigger asthma
attacks. Our attempts to control the environ-
ment throw up new problems. Itis high time
we recognise that air pollution will not go
away if we continue to see it as a problem of
only the affluent sections of society.

It is also high time we recognise that air
pollution problem is not merely a technolog-
ical issue, but a social concern. Besides em-
phasising on clean energy devices, energy
efficiency technologies, dust control mecha-
nisms and clean transport facilities, the gov-
ernment must be alive to the concerns of the
people whose livelihoods are affected when
polluting industries are banned. The im-
provement in the quality of lives of the rich
and middle classes should not be at the cost
of the poor. This perspective now informs the
air pollution management programmes of
several countries. Some states of the US,
Singapore and China, for instance, have come
out with citizen-friendly remedies that em-
phasise dust management, soil conservation
and ecological restoration. Long-term solu-
tions to address air pollution require political
will. Addressing air pollution is a human con-
cern. Regulation and technological solutions
should not lose sight of this perspective.

The writer an associate professor of sociology

at Maitreyi College, Delhi University is a
health and development social scientist
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

While jingoism on both sides must be responded to by those with an
unshakeable desire for regional peace, the concerns over the calls for war remain
in place.

—DAWN

Hope in Hanoti

This week’s US-North Korea summit could be
about Trump, Kim and Moon imagining a

political rearrangement of the Korean Peninsula

ST for during the Korean War. In return for

i\ concrete North Korean steps on denucleari-

' sation, Trump might offer something Kim

has long wanted — diplomatic relations

with America. There is speculation that the

two leaders might agree to set up liaison
offices in Washington and Pyongyang.

The third relates to the easing of inter-
national economic sanctions that is at the
top of Kim’s priorities. While Washington
is averse to lifting the principal leverage
against Pyongyang, Trump may be willing
to carve out an exception to South Korea,
whose leader, President Moon Jae-in, be-
lieves economic incentives are critical for
getting Kim to move faster towards denu-
clearisation.

In moving America from an exclusive
focus on “denuclearisation” to a more bal-
anced approach that factors in peace and
prosperity, Trump has generated unprece-
dented optimism about unfreezing the
geopolitics of the Korean Peninsula. Until
recently, Washington insisted that progress
must be “sequential” — denuclearisation
must precede any liberalisation of political
and economic sanctions against North
Korea. Trump is now open to “simultane-
ous” movement on all tracks.

Trump has also recognised the impor-
tance of addressing the Kim family’s origi-
nal rationale for building a nuclear arsenal
— the fear of American military presence
in the peninsula and Washington’s tempta-
tions for “regime-change” in the North.
Trump’s change of approach — founded in
part in his own conviction that America
must begin to end its “forever wars” around
the world — has opened enormous space
for diplomacy with Kim.

Trump’s new strategy could not have
come this far without strong support from
Moon, whois determined to explore a his-
toric political reconciliation with the North
and more than eager to facilitate the en-
gagement between Washington and
Pyongyang. While there is much distance to
be covered, Trump, Kim and Moon have
demonstrated thatitis possible toimagine
a political rearrangement of the Korean
Peninsula.

Not everyone is taking a benign view of
the “ménage et trois” between Trump, Kim
and Moon. Some in Beijing worry that
Trump’s diplomacy is not about “denu-
clearisation” but prising North Korea away
from China. After all, Chinese leaders see
the Korean Peninsula as their front yard.
They insist Beijing must be the final arbiter
of Korean politics. Tokyo is equally worried
that Trump is going ahead with Korean
peace plans without paying heed to Japan’s
interests. Tokyo has nightmares about a po-
tential Trump decision to live with North
Korean nuclear weapons and its awful se-
curity implications for Japan.

Not all Asian countries are unhappy
though. The first summit between Trump
and Kim enhanced Singapore’s reputation
as Asia’s emerging diplomatic centre. For
Hanoi, the second summit is a big oppor-
tunity to showcase Vietnam’s dramatic
economic transformation in recent years.
Trump, in turn, hopes that the rise of capi-
talist Singapore and communist Hanoi
might encourage Kim to see the virtues of
giving up nukes and opening up to America
and the world.

a

RAJjA MANDALA

BY C RAJA MOHAN

VIETNAM'’S CAPITAL Hanoi is as improba-
ble a place as Singapore for this week’s
summit between US President Donald
Trump and the North Korean leader, Kim
Jong-un. There was a time when the big
Asian peace talks were held in European
capitals like Geneva. Five decades ago, ne-
gotiations to end the American war
against Vietnam took place in Paris. Two
decades ago, when the Taliban was ousted
from Kabul in the wake of the 9/11 attacks
on New York and Washington, the new
framework for governing Afghanistan
was hammered out in Bonn, Germany.
Now Asian problems are being resolved
in Asia itself.

Itis no small thing that the US president
is traveling to Singapore and Hanoi to sit
down with Kim. Itis even more significant
that Trump is willing to gamble on striking
a nuclear deal with Kim and braving the
charge of appeasement. Even limited suc-
cess for Trump could set in motion pro-
found structural changes in East Asia.

For nearly seven decades, Washington’s
conventional wisdom argued that it isim-
possible to unfreeze the Korean Peninsula’s
geopolitics. The end of the Cold War did not
change that perception. The addition of the
nuclear layer to the conflict — with the Kim
family’s quest for nuclear weapons in the
1990s — made the Korean problem more
salient and intractable at the same time.

Whatever Trump’s critics might say, the
hopes for peace in the Korean Peninsula
have never been as high as they are today.
Many in the West had trashed the
Singapore summit — the first ever between
an American president and a Korean leader
— as a failure. Sceptics continue to insist
that the Hanoi summit might not be very
different; many others fear that Trump
might end up making a “bad deal”.

Trump has over-ruled his advisers to in-
troduce more flexibility into the US nego-
tiating position. Some Republicans and
many Democrats in the US Congress are
critical of Trump’s engagement with Kim.
Speaking to reporters last week, Trump said
he is no hurry for the “denuclearisation” of
the Korean Peninsula and hinted that he
could live with a nuclear freeze for now. As
his officials discuss a range of nuclear steps
from Kim, Trump is offering possibilities
for progress in three other areas.

The first relates to agreeing to what is
being called a peace regime in the Korean
Peninsula. The Korean War during 1950-
53, that followed the partition of the Korean
Peninsula at the end of World War II, did
not end with a peace accord, but a cease-
fire signed by the three main parties, China,
North Korea and an international coalition
led by the US. Both Kim and the South
Korean president want a formal declara-
tion of peace. Trump appears ready.

The second relates to the improvement
of US-North Korea bilateral relations. Since
the last summit, Kim has stepped up efforts
to find and return the remains of some

The writer is director, Institute of South
Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore and contributing editor on
international affairs for
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at a stalemate’ (IE, February 25). W EEK AWARD

Pakistan’s dubious distinction of being
an interlocutor for the Taliban and
Uyghur nationalists shines alight oniits
“blackmail diplomacy”. The deep state
in Pakistan must have figured out that
it cannot continue to harbour terrorists
without inflicting significant self-

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
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adjudged the best for the

causality. Pakistan has been risking po- week is published every
litical isolation for some time now. It Saturday. Letters may be
should re-imagine a more progressive e-mailed to

agenda of engaging with the interna- editpage@expressindia.com
tional community before it is too late. or sent to The Indian

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,

Noida-UP 201301.

WRONG SIGNALS Letter writers should
L ' mention their postal

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The PM’s address and phone number.
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seems more like an electoral rhetoric. If SELECT EXPRESS

Kashmiris have to be won back, para- PUBLICATIONS

military companies should be moving
out progressively, not moving in. Of
course, this may not happen immedi-
ately but right signals have to be given

tack of February 14 gives a sense satis-
faction to every Indian, itis unfortunate

to the local people. that the Supreme Court had to step in
Rahul Gaur, Gurugram  to secure the safety of Kashmiris resid-

ing in 11 states following attacks on

COLLE CTIVE FAILURE them. The latter not only bares the fail-

ure of the administrative machinery
and the political parties, it also shows a
large section of the country’s popula-
tion in poor light.

Krishan Chugh, Delhi
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matic efforts leading to the UN’s con-
demnation of the Pulwama terrorist at-




8 ISSUES AND INSIGHTS

[ ] , ()
The giant’s growing pangs
Changes in management, poor pilot planning and growing faster than
expected are making the market leader's ride bumpy

OUT OF THE BLUE

ANJULI BHARGAVA

he last few weeks have been har-
T rowing for Indian fliers. On the

one hand, Jet Airways — gasp-
ing for life — has withdrawn from many
domestic routes and cancelled as many
flights as it liked. Adding fuel to fire,
IndiGo, the market leader, started can-
celling flights all of a sudden. Together,
this led to chaos, frayed tempers and

haywire schedules at many airports
across India.

While Jet’s troubles are well known,
IndiGo seems to have partly created its
own problems and is bearing the brunt
of it. The airline grew at breakneck pace
and operates a fleet of 208 aircraft
including 14 ATRs. Contrary to what
was widely reported, the airline has no
shortage of captains or first officers. It
is operating with a total of 1,263 cap-
tains and 1,154 first officers. This works
out to close to six captains per aircraft,
avery comfortable number and higher
than many rivals.

The so-called shortage is artificially
created — thanks to a sharpening dis-
connect between flight operations and
roster making and poor pilot manage-
ment — leaving a pilot body that is
growing increasingly unhappy and
recalcitrant. What has led to the spate
of cancellations is more about the
unavailability of flying pilots.

Let me elaborate. For several years,

IndiGo pilots flew for 11 weeks and then
got two weeks off. This ensured that the
pilots had a reasonable work-life balance
and enough rest. As the airline grew and
more captains than were available were
needed, the airline started paying more
for extra flying. While this worked well
for all concerned for a while, it ultimate-
ly led to many pilots hitting their 1,000
hours in the first 10 months of the year
itself, leaving two months where they
are not permitted to fly.

It also led to cumulative pilot fatigue.
Pilots may earn more but their work-life
balance gets thrown out of gear.

Moreover, the airline is operating
with skewed numbers across many
bases, which often results in pilots hav-
ing to fly to a different base to operate,
adding to the nights out of home.

The problems are compounded by
acomputerised and intransigent roster
that fails to account for real-life situa-
tions. As one former employee of the
airline points out, if the roster fails to

SBI: A steady climber

The surge in debt inflows and EPFO money has catapulted SBI MF to the podium. Can it bag the top spot?

ASHLEY COUTINHO

of ups and downs during its

nearly 32 years of existence. As
the second fund house to set up shop
after UTI in 1987, the fund house
enjoyed a dream run between 1987
and 1993 piggybacking on the perfor-
mance of its closed-ended schemes.
The entry of private sector players in
1993, however, spoiled the party of
public sector-sponsored asset man-
agement companies (AMCs), includ-
ing SBI MF.

Unlike other public sector peers
which lost their way, SBI MF was back
on its feet a few years later and enjoyed
agood run in the early to mid-2000s as
the equity market picked up steam. The
fund house found itself in rough weath-
er in the aftermath of the financial crisis
as performance started to slip and inter-
nal attrition began to bite.

All of which prompted the fund
house to rejig its processes and take
steps to foster greater transparency.
Navneet Munot was roped in as the
chief investment officer in December
2008 and a new investment team was
put in place.

There have been no
major wobbles since. In the
past five years, the AMC has
clocked a growth rate of 40
per cent, with its AUM up
nearly four times. It moved
up two places to number
three last year, helped by
the surge in debt inflows,
steady performance across
schemes and the money
from the Employees'
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO),
amandate it got in mid-2015.

Managing director and CEO
Ashwani Bhatia, who took charge last
year, attributes the AMC's steady climb
to the robust systems and processes the
fund house has put in place. “We are

S BI Mutual Fund has had its share
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competing with the best of the private
sector. Our products are good and we
have earned the trust of
customers,’says Bhatia.

Does SBI MF have what it takes to
bag the top spot?

Culture

“The AMC has worked on bringing in
experienced people and creating a con-
ducive corporate culture. This has
translated into greater consistency in
the process plied across the fund
house;” says Kaustubh Belapurkar,
director of fund research, Morningstar
Investment Adviser India.

Barring a few top officials, most of
the talent is recruited from outside the
bank. It may not be one of the best pay-
masters in the industry but the fund
house has an incentive structure for
managers and began doling out employ-
ee stock option plans two years ago.
“Within the group we are the only com-
pany to give stock options. Our attrition
rates are low and it’s our culture that
makes people stay;” says Bhatia.

Key personnel such as the chief
investment officer, head of equity and
head of fixed income have been with the
fund house for over a decade.
While the AMC may not have
entirely shed its public sector
culture, it is more attuned to
market realities. Sources say
the fund has spent a tidy sum
in increasing its digital
marketing prowess and
improving its reach through
social media.

“We have used the public
sector image as a strength.
First time investors, in partic-
ular, have alot of trust in the brand equi-
ty,” says executive director and chief
marketing officer DP Singh.

Performance

SBI MF has built up a decent track
record in some of its equity and equi-

BULKING UP

accommodate pilots, the pilots refuse
to cooperate with the roster. In
February, with uncooperative weather
in north India, some pilots chose to call
in sick even when they were not.

Overworked but highly paid pilots
are unhappy due to other reasons too.
They claim they have received no incre-
ment for over two years now, that
expats are being treated better and that
the airline places “inhuman” demands
on them. A senior commander who
called in sick one day was asked to
report at 4 am the next morning for a
flight. “As per their expectations, I
should be fighting fit by midnight
which is unreasonable”, he points out.

Pilots also argue that they prefer a
former pilot as their head, someone
who understands their situation as he
would have been in it himself. The cur-
rent head who was brought in from
AirAsia Berhard is not in their best
books. “I was Jasoned” is a polite pilot
speak for being poorly handled. They
retaliate by refusing to cooperate.
Parties and off-sites fail to compensate
for all that.

Another change introduced by the
airline was separating operations from
rostering and bringing it under airport
operations control centre. As a result,
the flight operation section flies its own

SBIFundsManagementis  Thefundisnumber TrailsICICI Prudential ~ Wasfifth most
a63:37isajointventure 3 withassetsof MF(%¥3.08trillion) profitablefund house
between SBland French T2.64tillionasof  and HDFCMF inFY18 witha net
asset managerAmundi Dec2018 (¥ 3.35trillion) profitof ¥331 crore
TheAMChassigned the FirstAMCtoadoptthe CFA Fund had entered intoaJV
UN-Supported Principles of Institute AssetManagement ~ with Societe Generale Asset
Responsible Investing (ode of Conduct Managementin 2004

ty-oriented schemes. “SBI's equity
funds have largely been in the top two
quartile in terms of performance but
can be volatile,” says Vidya Bala, head-
MF research, FundsIndia.

“Their investment management
team is not exceptional and their
approach is conservative. It’s like going
to an SBI bank branch; even five years
later their style of functioning will
remain more or less the same,”;
observes an industry official. “But, in
investment, consistency always pays.”

Some market participants, however,
believe that SBI's equity performance
has rotated and the schemes have not
performed well across cycles. SBI
Bluechip, one of their flagship funds,
for instance, is now lagging and has
underperformed its benchmarks over
one-year and three-year periods, data
from Morningstar shows.

“They have a fairly momentum-led
portfolio, which is quite volatile. But the
brand association with SBI does give a

perception of stability which, according
to me, is not the case,” says a wealth
manager, requesting anonymity.

SBI MF has beefed up its credit
research team in the past few years and
has built a mechanism for credit
approvals and limits sanctioning. “We
conduct our own credit research and
focus on risk-adjusted returns instead
of chasing absolute returns. Our con-
servative stance on credit has kept us
in good stead over the years;” says Chief
Investment Officer Munot.

The IL&FS default hit AMCs hard
last year. The ensuing risk aversion,
however, has benefited a few AMCs
such as SBI Mutual Fund, whose debt
schemes are perceived to be safer than
many other fund houses. “With the
debt crisis unfolding, SBI MF is expect-
ed to be one of the biggest beneficiaries
of this trend. I wouldn’t be surprised if
the fund house reaches number two
this year;” says the wealth manager
quoted above.

ONTHEJOB
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kite and sets its own schedule without
being fully aware of the pilot availability
position. It expects the roster to comply.

The biggest change, perhaps, has
been the exit of former top and senior
level executives — several of whom
were better versed with the Indian ethos
and culture and had managed the air-
line from its inception almost. Four
expats have replaced Aditya Ghosh and
Sanjay Kumar. There have been other
senior level exits that have led to creases
in the smooth functioning of the leader.

The entry of several foreigners at the
top has led to some confusion over
accountability and delineation of
responsibilities. This showed up in the
last two weeks in the poor public rela-
tions management of the present crisis
with top-level executives pointing fin-
gers at each other and nobody being
held accountable. The expats are not
yet fully integrated into the system and
for some of them the Indian environ-
ment is still alien.

In conclusion, the Indian media’s
reaction to IndiGo’s mini crisis — as
with everything else — has been over
the top. SouthWest Airlines and
Ryanair a few months ago cancelled
flights en masse with little ado.
Heavens won'’t fall with a smaller num-
ber of aircraft in the sky.

The AMC bucked the trend of de-
growth in debt assets seen by most
industry players last year. At the end of
2018, it had 0.54 per cent of its overall
assets in papers below AA+ compared
with an average of 0.99 per cent for the
top 15 players.

Gaps and opportunities

The AMC has not adequately leveraged
its army of distributors. The general
perception is that the AMC mostly pig-
gybacks on its parent State Bank of
India to sell its schemes. In FY18, SBI
earned the most in commissions after
NJ Indiainvest and HDFC Bank, pock-
eting nearly Rs 558 crore.

SBI MF, for its part, insists that it
does not rely solely on its proprietary
channel for distribution and is reaching
out to National Distributors (NDs) and
Independent Financial Advisers (IFAs)
as well. The parent distribution channel
contributes just about 20 per cent of its
MF sales, says Singh.

Critics point out that the asset man-
ager’s growth minus the EPFO assets
do not look as impressive. SBI MF
would be at number 5 after excluding
the EPFO assets of over 355,000 crore.
Fund houses typically charge 100-150
bps for managing equity schemes;
Fees for managing EPFO assets are
5-7bps.

To be fair, SBI MF is not the only top
fund house handling government mon-
ey. ICICI Prudential MF and Reliance
MF manage Bharat 22 ETF and CPSE
ETF respectively, while UTI MF man-
ages EPFO money. That said, the
dependence on EPFO money could be
perceived as negative, especially if the
AMC sees an asset erosion in its flag-
ship SBI Bluechip Fund or SBI Equity
Hybrid Fund; schemes with assets in
excess 0f 320,000 crore each.

Industry observers feel that it’s time
that SBI MF highlights the performance
of its fund managers other than CIO
Munot. “Now that you are a top 3 player,
the market would like to know your
bench strength. Who are the other peo-
ple driving fund performance?” says
Amol Joshi, founder, PlanRupee
Investment Services.

Moreon businessstandard.com

Colour doesn't matter

TWITTER: @AITCOFFICIAL

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has just flagged off the
Pink Taxi Services as part of her
women's empowerment plan.
Around 1,000 taxis — pink and
white — driven exclusively by
women would be able to avail of
the state government's Gatidhara
scheme. As opposed to a subsidy of
%1 lakh for other cars, the Pink taxi-
owners will get ¥1.5 lakh. More than
36,000 have already availed of the
Gatidhara scheme. Though women
car owners would now have an
edge under the scheme, passengers
need not worry, as all were
welcome to take a ride.

Shoeshine boys and stocks
Stock investors are always on the
lookout for buy and sell signals.
There are theories on when itis a
good time to buy and when to sell
your equity investment. One such
is that it is time to sell when your
shoeshine boy starts giving you
stock tips. This means the market is
so overheated that even a layman
can guess what is going to happen.
Hedge fund manager Samir Arora
believes to take full advantage of
the theory one has to always wear
leather shoes. "Otherwise you
won't get to meet a shoeshine boy,
so won't even know what he is
talking about,” he says.

A meeting of equals

Madhya Pradesh women and child
development minister Imarati Devi
is back in the news, but for the
wrong reasons. During a meeting
with anganwadi workers in
Shivpuri district, she was
confronted by a dissatisfied worker
who complained they receive a very
small honorarium for all their hard
work. The minister told her that the
honorarium depends on the
person's educational
qualifications. The worker shot
back and demanded to know the
minister's qualifications, which left
her fuming. According to the
government website, the minister
has passed her higher secondary
examination. Incidentally, the
minister was in the news a month
ago when she fumbled while
reading aloud a speech at the 70th
Republic Day function in Gwalior.
In a video clip that went viral, she
was seen passing the papers to the
district collector and saying, “aage
collector sahab padhenge".

Building bridges

MAHESH VYAS

collection and dissemination of data
on employment/unemployment is
getting increasingly uncertain.

According to a report in The Indian
Expresslast Friday, the government seems
to have “junked” results of the National
Sample Survey Organisation's Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS). Such a deci-
sion was reportedly taken in a meeting
between NITI Aayog and the Labour
Ministry. Till Monday noon, there was no
statement from any of these agencies or
the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation refuting this report.

If this report is therefore true, then it
raises a question whether the Standing
Committee on Labour Force Statistics
has examined issues of comparability
and methodology of the PLFS as stated
by the Chief Statistician of India in an
article in The Indian Express just a week
earlier on February 14. The expectation
was that the PLFS report would be
released after the Standing Committee’s
examination. But, it now appears that
the report has been rejected by the gov-
ernment, not just withheld.

The government has reportedly

I ndia's official stance with respect to

decided to use information on Mudra
loan beneficiaries available in Labour
Bureau’s household survey and extrap-
olate all direct and indirect employment
estimates available from this survey over
all Mudra loan accounts to estimate the
jobs created in recent times.

If this is true, then we can infer that
the government considers the Labour
Bureau’s household survey as reliable. If
it is reliable then it can be argued that
the report should be made public.

According to The Indian Express
report, it is NITI Aayog again that is
intervening over matters related to offi-
cial statistics. If this is true, then we may
also infer that the official statistical agen-
cies have implicitly surrendered their
independence to the Aayog by succumb-
ing to its intrusions. This is a very sad
outcome of an aggressive attempt to con-
trol the narrative on jobs.

It is hard now, to not accept the hypoth-
esis that the government is only interested
in data that show its performance in good
light with respect to jobs creation and that
it is not interested in any professional,
established statistical systems or institu-
tions that do not show good results —
whether these are of the government or of
private agencies such as CMIE.

But, lets keep hope alive.

None of those involved in the sordid dra-
ma of employment statistics in India would
have liked events to pan out the way they
have. If we can trash those memories and
chart a path of building a better environ-
ment of professional institutions, reliable
data and healthy discussions, we may find
solutions to our problems more easily and
we may also enjoy our successes better.

While CMIE regularly publishes esti-
mates of employment and unemploy-

ment it strongly believes that the need
for an independent professional official
statistical machinery is imperative.

It is apparent now that unemploy-
ment estimates produced by CMIE’s
Consumer Pyramids Household Survey
(CPHS) are broadly in line with estimates
of the PLFS. The PLFS estimates an
unemployment rate of 6.1 per cent and
CPHS estimates it at 5-7.5 per cent for the
same period depending upon the defini-
tion of the the unemployed. Differences
in methodology, sample and execution
reflect the different objectives of the two
surveys. CPHS aims to generate fast-fre-
quency time-series of employment and
unemployment while NSSO's quinquen-
nial Employment/Unemployment
Surveys (EUS) aimed to get a deep under-
standing of the labour markets as of a
point in time.

Itis easy to see that the EUS and CPHS
complement each other. It is also easy to
see that it is not possible for a single sur-
vey machinery to simultaneously be a
fast-frequency longitudinal survey and
also be a deep-dive cross-sectional sur-
vey at the same time.

It would be much better for the gov-
ernment to improve the EUS with a larger
sample and a bigger investment into cre-
ating a stronger internal cadre. A stronger
internal cadre is arguably the most impor-
tant requirement to resurrect the Indian
Statistical Service to its past glory. A strong
cadre will also ensure that the ISI will keep
its professional freedom unencumbered.

It is perhaps a good time to look at a
new way forward. Partnership with private
agencies is not a bad idea. Fast-frequency
measures on employment/unemploy-
ment are available for free from CMIE. The
government should capitalise on these
and concentrate its resources on the EUS
and on building strong human capital.

Disclosure: The author is the MD & CEO of CMIE

Not a viable move

Union water
resources
Minister
Nitin
Gadkari’s
(pictured)
decision to
- “stop” India's
a share of

/H water of the

- three rivers
— Ravi, Beas and Sutlej — that used
to flow to Pakistan, was anger over the
Pulwama terror attack or another vote
bank opportunity is debatable. What
Gadkari said — that in the last 54
years, India and Pakistan have gone
to wars, but nobody spoke about
scrapping the Indus Waters Treaty —
is not completely true. In this Treaty,
we have divided six rivers. Three rivers
on the eastern front (Sutlej, Beas and
Ravi) are given to India, on the west-
ern side, three rivers (Indus, Jhelum
and Chenab) have been given exclu-
sively to Pakistan.

Though such type of announce-
ment is nothing new, a similar demand
for scrapping the Indus Waters Treaty
was raised in the aftermath of the
attack in Uri in September 2016. When
all over the world the Treaty is referred
to as most successful, how will scrap-

nation or human beings, or even ani-

mals, is a crime against humanity.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad

Strengthen the banks

A strong banking system capable of
meeting all financial requirements is
essential to support the economy that
is on the path of growth and social
development. The price of deposits
and loans are crucial for the growth of
household savings, credit expansion
and investment. The source of funds
to create credit has to come mainly
from the deposits, and therefore, the
price of the deposit products need to
be attractive to face the competition
from other savings products available
in the market. In order to promote
investments, banks have to lend at
affordable rates. Striking a proper bal-
ance between the two is imperative to
ensure a viable net interest margin.
Albeit the repo rate cut by the mone-
tary policy committee, the banks are
unable to transmit the benefits to the
end beneficiaries.

The elevated level of bad assets is
one of the factors adversely affecting
the growth of the net interest margin.
The resolution, recovery and improving
the quality of assets are imperative to
boost the earnings as well as the net

ping this treaty teach Pakistan a les- M Ji{\;1:{0]\']| 3

son? In reality and technically, it is not

possible. Even if we put infrastructure opNE CAREFUL
to do so, it will take six to 15 years to ouaNER ¢ You
build canals to divert the water. Like MueT BE JOKING ! G

millions, I am also aggrieved, sad-
dened, and outraged by the deaths of
40 jawans by Pakistan-fed terrorists
and believe that crime against criminal
is worth worshipping. But interrupting
life-sustaining supply of water to a=J

worth of the banks. A sizable amount
of the capital infused in the public sec-
tor banks has been used to meet the
increasing provision coverage of bad
assets, resulting in a marginal improve-
ment in the capacity to lend. Any
restraints on lending negatively impacts
the growth of the economy particularly
at a time when it is in the path of eco-
nomic growth. At this juncture, banks
must be provided with sufficient capital
in accordance with Basel norms to aug-
ment their capacity to lend. Also, banks
must proceed aggressively to recover
the bad assets. The resolution of the bad
assets that have been referred to the
National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) are showing sluggish progress.
Many cases are pending with the NCLT
beyond the stipulated 270 days.

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code is of paramount importance and
as such it must be strengthened with
amendments to ensure swift resolution
of bad assets. In accordance with the
requirement, the capacity of the NCLT
needs to be strengthened too.

VSKPillai Kottayam
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Taxboost for real estate

But selective exemptions distort the GST regime

he Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council has provided a big relief to

the real estate industry by cutting the rate on under-construction

housing to 5 per cent from an effective 12 per cent, providing relief to

homebuyers ahead of the Lok Sabha elections in May. The Council
has given an even deeper cut, of 700 basis points, for the affordable housing seg-
ment by reducing the effective GST rate to just 1 per cent from 8 per cent. The
rate cuts should lead to real estate prices coming down by as much as 6 per cent,
according to industry calculations. The dip in prices is expected to boost overall
demand by improving affordability and convincing fence-sitters to finally take
the plunge and buy a house. The decisions will surely give the much-needed
breathing space to the real estate sector, which has been struggling since demon-
etisation and the introduction of the GST.

Lack of demand in the sector meant the unsold inventory of under-con-
struction houses kept piling up. What made the situation worse was that properties
where construction was completed attracted stamp duty, but no GST. According
to industry estimates, close to 600,000 under-construction houses are lying
unsold in India’s top seven cities at present. The cut in the GST rates changes
the scenario substantially, especially in the affordable housing space. The Council
made liberal changes in the definition of carpet area in affordable housing. So
properties costing up to ¥45 lakh will now be considered “affordable”. Those
with a carpet area of 60 square metres in the metros and 90 square metres in
non-metros will now come under this category. The effect will be wide, as the
government has asserted that about 95 per cent of the flats in small cities and
about a third in the metros will now fall in the “affordable” category.

All this is good news. What is not is that real estate builders in this space
will not be eligible to claim input tax credit. At one level this means that the con-
struction costs of the builders would rise, thus hitting their profitability. More
importantly, the absence of input tax credit will make it difficult to trace the
invoicing trail. In other words, it opens up the possibility of the generation of
black money in the sector. Also, in effect, the Council has turned the clock back
to the earlier indirect tax regime with its share of ad hoc exceptions and exemp-
tions. The concept of input tax credit has a critical role in making sure that there
is an economic incentive for everyone in the chain to pay tax. It also reduces the
distortionary impact of the tax regime in economic decision-making. The new
tax regime was designed to eliminate the cascade of indirect taxes that products
bear now and allow manufacturers to claim credit for all the taxes paid on inputs
across the value chain. Exemptions break the GST chain, raise the chances of
evasion, and create systemic inefficiencies. There is no rationale to exempt some
sections from the GST because it leaves the scope for others to make a similar
demand. The need is to move to a clutter-free tax system. But selective exceptions
from the input credit system distort the entire architecture and undermine
India’s most ambitious tax reform.

Whoselandisit,anyway?

Mass evictions of tribals make little sense

he Supreme Court’s recent order to state governments to provide data

on evictions of tribals and forest-dwellers against rejected land claims

under the Forest Rights Act (FRA) of 2006 has underlined the incon-

venient truth of the systemic indifference to a marginalised section of
India’s population. Signs of tribal discontent with the way the FRA, which seeks
to recognise forest-dwellers’ rights, was administered were evident in the “long
march” of rural folk from Nashik to Mumbai in March 2018 last year. At the time,
tribal leaders voiced complaints of a high rejection rate of claims under the FRA.
Instead of correcting this anomaly or defending this critical law, which sought to
reverse British-era forest legislation that overrode customary rights, the Central
government displayed startling apathy by neglecting to send a lawyer for the
hearing in response to a PIL (public interest litigation) petition from wildlife
groups. On Monday, the Bharatiya Janata Party finally tried to make amends by
asking all its chief ministers to file a review petition against the court’s order. This
came soon after Congress President Rahul Gandhi’s direction to the government
of Chhattisgarh, the state with a high proportion of “at risk” tribal households, to
doit. All this may well be an election gimmick, but for India’s beleaguered tribals,
the move by both the national parties has not come a day too soon.

That’s because as a result of the Supreme Court’s February 13 order, which
hasset adeadline of July 27 for states to comply, nearly 1.9 million tribal households
in 16 states face the threat of eviction. Some activists say the order need not lead to
homelessness and landlessness. They say many of the claimants are already land-
holderswho have extended their agricultural fields into the forest. These arguments
may be valid for some tribal households, but such statements ignore the fact that
the qualifying rules have been so absurd as to exclude almost half the claimants,
defying the objective of the FRA. In a nutshell, the claimant has to prove that he or
his household has primarily resided in forest lands and depended on the forest
and forest land for “bona fide livelihood needs” for 75 years, or is a member of a
scheduled tribe. It takes no rocket science to understand that furnishing proof of
three generations of habitation for a barely literate tribal is well-nigh impossible.

Many of these claims are currently under review by gram sabhas, the village
assemblies that decide these applications under the law. The Supreme Court’s
eviction notice could well impede this process. Recent history also offers an omi-
nous precedent of the impact, admittedly unintended, of a 2001 Supreme Court
order. This forbade the Centre from regularising encroachments without the
court’s permission in a case involving the destruction of forests by commercial
interests and lobbies. The ministry of environment and forests chose to interpret
this as a direction to evict encroachers, and state governments were instructed to
do so for those who had “encroached” after 1980. Between 2002 and 2004, this
order triggered a massive drive that uprooted some 300,000 households from
land they had inhabited for generations. Many of them were victims of brutal
state violence — their homes were burnt, women sexually assaulted, and thousands
illegally detained. It was against this background that the National Advisory
Council, under the United Progressive Alliance, framed the contours of tribal
rights. The FRA, thus, was to have been a major corrective had poor and unimag-
inative rule drafting not defeated its intent.

B O o

Deriving India’s
democratic dividend

The country's steady march from competitive populism toward
competitive good governance will benefit the common man

atching the final session of the 16th Lok

s " ; Sabha on February 13, I was overcome with
asense of deep pride. Ours is one of the very

few, if not the only, country which, having achieved
its independence from colonial rule after World War
II, has managed to sustain and even strengthen its
democracy over the past seven decades. Some will
argue that in doing so, we have incurred significant
costs in terms of lost opportunities for higher economic
growth. Even if this be true, we must recognise that,
for India, there was and is no alternative to a full-
fledged and unconstrained parliamentary democracy,
with its constitutional guarantees for
fundamental freedoms and rights.
However, it has indeed been an enor-
mous challenge to undertake our eco-
nomic transition based predominant-
ly on market economy principles and
private entrepreneurship in the con-
text of an intensely contested parlia-
mentary democracy. Readers would
dowell to ponder on how many other
countries, in human history, have

been successful in implementing
their economic transition from a poor P AH LE INDIA

thrown out of office on the basis of their overall and,
in particular, their economic performance. Other fac-
tors, like caste equations and regional loyalties may
well have their role in determining electoral outcomes
but the primacy of economic performance and the
underlying good governance just cannot be denied.
This is a tremendous change, the import of which will
hopefully become clearer in the coming years.

There is now a competition among states to attract
private investment, improve their physical as well as
social infrastructure and go up the inter-state rankings
in ease of doing business, health and nutrition out-
comes and educational achieve-
ments. This is the essence of com-
petitive federalism that has been
greatly encouraged by the several sec-
tor inter-state rankings brought out
by NITI Aayog. Moreover, the rising
aspirations of our young population
are compelling administrations at all
levels to improve performance and
show better results. As the trend
towards competitive good gover-
nance strengthens in the coming
years, the common Indian will stand

economy, while affording full demo-
cratic rights to all its citizens. RAJIV KUMAR
Now, as we approach our next gen-

eral elections, in themselves an exemplar to the rest
of the world for the sheer scale and relative peace in
which they are conducted, I have a feeling that we are
on the cusp of a major breakthrough and transforma-
tion on multiple dimensions. Over the years, and espe-
cially during the last five years, we can discern a steady
move from competitive populism toward competitive
good governance as the principle driver of electoral
success. Parties are increasingly getting elected or

to benefit from greater transparency,

accountability and efficiency in gov-

ernance. Finally, after seven decades

of suffering the adverse consequences of a weak, soft,

crony and predatory State (as various authors have

characterised governance in India), Indians stand to

benefit from the establishment of a development state,

which recognises its responsibilities and acts to deliver
them efficiently and transparently.

Second, the rules of the game that drive economic

activity have been decisively changed. With the imple-

mentation of the Benami Transactions Amendment
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Act, Real Estate Regulatory Act (RERA) and the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Act, it is no longer possible
for fraudsters, disguised as investors, to game the sys-
tem and generate unaccountable income and wealth
and get away with dumping banks and other creditors
with assets that have been rendered non-performing
either because the project is gold plated or the equity
has been covertly sucked out. Now investors have to
share both the downside and upside risks. Cleaning
up the Augean stables of ‘ghost companies’ by shutting
down more than 2.5 lakh such companies has sent a
strong signal against those who used these entities
principally for either dodging due tax or for money
laundering.

Those who play the fair game are being rewarded
with increasing simplification (through digitisation)
of the direct tax regime and the effective lowering of
tax rates for 95 per cent of the corporate tax payers.
India’s moving up the global rankings for ease of doing
business, a remarkable move from 142 to 77 in four
years, and on the competitiveness and innovation
index has further improved the investment eco-sys-
tem. With the implementation of investor perception
based inter-state rankings for ease of doing business,
as is being undertaken by the Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, significant
improvement can be expected in the coming period.
FDI norms have been liberalised and virtually all pro-
duction sectors, including defence and real estate,
opened up for majority foreign investment. The econ-
omy is more formalised and the licence and control
raj has been decisively pushed back. The honest
investor can now hope to thrive without having to be
on the ‘inside track’ with the bureaucracy either at the
Central level or in the state capitals. Crony capitalism
and its counterpart, phone banking, have been given
a decisive push-back.

Finally, the macroeconomic foundations for sus-
tained rapid and inclusive growth have never been
more robust. Never before has an average 7 per cent
real GDP growth been achieved over five years, with a
headline inflation of lower than 4.5 per cent! This is
partly a result of government’s decision to give RBI
the statutory authority and responsibility to achieve
atargeted inflation rate. The fiscal rectitude exercised
by the government has also surely contributed to this
stable macroeconomic condition. This augurs well for
ramping up economic growth in the coming period
and permanently shifting to a higher, more inclusive
and sustainable growth paradigm. Moreover, with the
distinct improvement in delivery of public services
and direct transfer of benefits, growth has been accom-
panied with greater inclusion and rising income levels
of those at the bottom of the pyramid.

Yes, it is true that much remains to be done. But
with these three fundamental transformations, we
can expect this momentum to continue. The good
news surely is that henceforth, India can expect its
economic transition being propelled forward by twin
dividends— demographic and democratic. Credit flow
from commercial banks is beginning to flow again.
With credit-to-GDP ratio languishing at around 50 per
cent, new investment demand can be easily met. The
Indian economy may be entering a sweet spot which
could push its growth higher towards double digits.

Thewriteris an Indian economist and is currently the
vice-chairman of the NITI Aayog. Views are personal

Energy access: Are you being served?

in extending energy access to hundreds of millions

of people. The supply-side push has bridged the
gap between political promises and policy execution.
Now, we have to bridge the gap between policy execu-
tion and lived reality.

When the Sustainable Development Goals were
adopted in 2015, India had about 40 million households
without electricity connection and more than 100 mil-
lion homes used firewood and cowdung cakes for cook-
ing. India had the dubious distinction of being home
to the world’s largest number of energy-poor citizens.

Then came a big push. Under the Saubhagya
scheme, launched in October 2017,
almost every willing household has
been connected to electricity — a
whopping 25 million households.
Under the Ujjwala scheme, 65 million
households received their first lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG) cylinder.
LPG penetration has jumped from 60
per cent of households in 2015 to more
than 85 per cent today. Let us give
credit where it is due.

India has made remarkable progress in recent years

But energy access goes beyond
connections. Just as poverty can no IN FI-EXION POI NTS

gy, the Council considered availability of primary cook-
ing fuel, health impacts of cookstoves and fuel use,
quality of cooking, convenience of cooking, and afford-
ability (expenses on all cooking fuels). Electricity access
is also multi-dimensional: Load capacity of the power
connection, duration of supply, quality of power (high-
voltage days that damage appliances and low-voltage
days that restrict appliance use), reliability (number of
blackout days each month), affordability, and legal sta-
tus of the connection. Each dimension is assigned a
tier (ranging from O to 3). A household’s overall tier
corresponds to the lowest tier across all dimensions,
so that policymakers and on-ground personnel know
the weakest link that needs attention.

CEEW used this multi-dimen-
sional framework for its flagship
ACCESS survey ( in collaboration
with Columbia University in 2015;
in 2018* with the Initiative for
Sustainable Energy Policy and
National University of Singapore)
across rural areas in Bihar,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, and West
Bengal. With five million data points,
this is the largest panel data on mul-

longer be assessed only based on
incomes, several metrics matter to
understand energy  poverty.
Connection to the grid is no good if no electrons flow
through the wires. Households will continue cooking
with traditional biomass if LPG cylinders are unavail-
able in rural areas. They could regress back into energy
poverty if consistent energy services are missing.
Moreover, minimum thresholds for energy access
will rise with time. A functional light and fan could
yield to demands for refrigerators or televisions. If small
enterprises ran from household premises (say, tailoring),
they would need reliable power supply for sewing
machines. With rising aspirations, what is good enough
today (as energy services) will not suffice tomorrow.
The Council on Energy, Environment and Water
(CEEW) developed a multi-dimensional, multi-tier
framework to evaluate energy access. For cooking ener-

ARUNABHA GHOSH

ti-dimensional metrics for energy
access in India (and possibly in the
world).

This consumer-centric approach yields granular
insights. For instance, whereas 60 per cent of rural
households in Jharkhand used grid power for lighting
(up from 20 per cent in 2015), median hours of supply
barely budged (from eight to nine hours). UP saw
three-fold increase in homes primarily using elec-
tricity for lighting, but also has the highest share of
unelectrified households that do not want a connec-
tion, even if provided for free. West Bengal — best
performer in terms of connections and duration of
supply — also witnessed deterioration in reliability
and quality of power supply since 2015, relegating
many households back to lower tiers.

For cooking energy, 42 per cent of households that
graduated from tier O since 2015 were Ujjwala benefi-

ciaries. Yet, two-thirds of them are stuck in tier 1, due
to continued use of freely available biomass, inability
to afford refills, long travel distances to refill LPG cylin-
ders, and intra-household decision-making dynamics.
For instance, in rural West Bengal women had an equal
or exclusive say in reordering cylinders in 59 per cent
of households. The proportion was only 16 per cent in
Madhya Pradesh. Mere connections cannot guarantee
that women will be empowered enough to exclusively
shift to cleaner cooking fuels.

A consumer-centric view also helps with policy
design. The ACCESS survey revealed that 84 per cent
of households preferred subsidies on solar lanterns in
lieu of kerosene subsidies. Or that most households
want increased LPG subsidies and improved LPG dis-
tribution in rural areas.

Systemic problems, too, gain new perspective. Take
electricity theft. Another recent CEEW-ISEP survey™*
in UPrevealed that 84 per cent of rural and urban con-
sumers took a dim view of hooking wires (katiya) to
steal electricity. Instead, poor metering and billing is
resulting in weak compliance with electricity payments.
Only 45 per cent of rural households are metered in
UP. Ifbills are not sent monthly, most rural consumers
do not believe that the bill is based on meter readings.
The result? Lack of trust between utilities and con-
sumers. When frequently billed, rural consumers are
as likely as their urban counterparts to pay on time.

Energy access is not a binary. Let’s not ask, “Are you
connected, yes or no?” Let’s ask, “Are you being served
— and how?” Energy needs will evolve with time.
Declaring victory in connecting homes indicates that
one mammoth battle has been largely won. The battle
toimprove household experience —and win consumer
trust — will take longer.

Thewriter is CEO, Council on Energy, Environment and
Water (http://ceew.in). Follow @GhoshArunabha
@CEEWIndia *Jain et al (2018) Access to Clean Cooking
Energy and Electricity: Survey of States 2018, CEEW
Report, November. ** Ganesan, Bharadwaj, and Balani
(2019) Electricity Consumers and Compliance: Trust,
Reciprocity, and Socio-economic Factors in Uttar Pradesh,
CEEW Report, February.

Islam’s great divide

~7

BOOK REVIEW

HASAN SUROOR

he origins of the Shia-Sunni divide

I are so arcane that, let alone non-
Muslims, even many ordinary
Muslims will struggle to explain if you
asked them. It’s not surprising, therefore,
as John McHugo points out that until not
long ago this ancient dispute was “virtually
unknown” in the West outside specialist
academic circles. Nobody really cared, or
attached toit the kind of significance it has
come to assume in recent times. It received
“almost no attention” during India’s

Partition debate” and was “clearly of little
significance”, he writes.

Today, however, it’s on everyone’s lips
as a shorthand for the many crises around
the world, not the least the chaos in West
Asia. What started off as a little sectarian
difficulty 1,400 years ago (a succession feud
after Prophet Mohammed’s death in 632)
has come to define Islam for the modern
world thanks to the geopolitical dimensions
it has taken with Shia-Iran and Sunni-Saudi
Arabia competing for the Muslim world’s
leadership.

Both sides have their proxies on the
ground in various sectarian hotspots
notably Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Egypt, and
Lebanon. But, more importantly, both also
have their respective Big Power patrons—
the Saudi-Sunni alliance is backed by
America, and Iran by Russia. A rather
obscure centuries-old religious rift has
become a convenient peg on which to hang

“today’s many disasters in the Middle East”,
Mr McHugo says, questioning the popular
narrative that all the Muslim world’s ills
are down to the Shia-Sunni rivalry.

Rather bravely, he accuses important
Western figures, including Barack Obama,
of fuelling “this kind of simplistic percep-
tion” . Because, he argues, it is a “very con-
venient narrative” and deflects attention
from external causes of conflicts in the
region. He refers to Obama’s 2016 State of
the Union address in which he stated that
“the Middle East is going through a trans-
formation...rooted in conflicts that date
back millennia”. Mr Obama’s assertion, he
says, could only be a reference to the Shia-
Sunni divide. On other occasions, too, Mr
Obama suggested that “ancient sectarian
differences” were behind the turmoil in the
Arab world.

Mr McHugo warns: “A simplistic nar-
rative is in danger of taking firm hold in
the West: that Sunnis and Shi’is have
engaged in a perpetual state of religious
war and mutual demonisation that has last-
ed across the centuries; and that is the root

cause of all that is wrong in the Middle East
today. This is a very convenient narrative.”

The reality, he contends, is that Shia-
Sunni tensions are mostly “entwined with
political issues”. “The way to stop today’s
bloodshed is to sort out those political prob-
lems. Unfortunately, that runs up against
the vested interests of many players,” he
writes, alluding to the role of Western pow-
ers and their local proxies.

Toillustrate his point, he offers alengthy
analysis of Irag’s descent into sectarian
bloodshed after the 2003 American inva-
sion. The Americans completely failed to
understand Iraq’s fragile social and cultural
make-up: A patchwork of ethnic tribes or
clans held together by a strong/authoritar-
ian central government.

“Paul Bremer, the man chosen by
Washington to govern Iraq for the imme-
diate future (after toppling Saddam
Hussein), had no knowledge of the Middle
East. Even more crucially, he had nounder-
standing of Arab or Muslim society,” Mr
McHugo writes. Later, we saw a similar
lack of American/Western arrogance and

cultural insensitivity in Libya in 2011.

All this, of course, is well known and
has been widely commented upon. What
is new is Mr McHugo’s stress that the Shia-
Sunni differences were not the primary
cause of the post-invasion mayhem in Iraq
that later spread to other parts of the region.
It was the invasion that reignited old sec-
tarian resentments. And once they were
reignited they were “exploited by those
seeking to destabilise the country”.

His essential argument—and an impor-
tant one—is that there was nothing
inevitable about the sectarian conflicts in
the Muslim world, as the popular Western
narrative would have you believe. The Shia-
Sunni divide was stoked instead by foreign
players to suit their own ends.

Mr McHugo is a liberal British scholar
of Islamic studies, currently a Senior
Fellow at the Centre for Syrian Studies at
St Andrews University. His well-argued
critique of Western attitudes towards the
Muslim world and West Asia forms only
a small part of the book. Much of the rest
of it is a potted history of the Shia-Sunni

schism, which has left no Muslim country
unscathed. Even Indian Muslims have
not been able to escape its toxic influence.
Muharram processions taken out by Shias
to mark the martyrdom of Hussein ibn
Ali, grandson of Prophet Mohammed, in
Karbala are frequently marred by clashes.
Some don’t eat at the other’s place sus-
pecting the food may be contaminated!
Incidentally, it’s wrongly presented as a
religious dispute. It began as a quarrel
over who should succeed the Prophet as
he died without naming a successor —
and spiralled out of control. This book is
a handy guide to an elementary under-
standing of the “hows” and “whys” of this
running sore.

(The reviewer is a Sunni Muslim)

A CONCISE HISTORY OF SUNNIS
AND SHI'IS
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Before eviction

States must quickly determine if procedural
lapses deprived forest-dwellers of their rights

he Supreme Court’s order to evict, over the next
Tﬁve months, occupants of forest lands who failed

to make a successful claim for tenure under the
Forest Rights Act, 2006, has once again highlighted the
dilemma of reconciling inalienable tribal rights with
biodiversity conservation. When the Scheduled Tribes
and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act was passed, it was with the wholly
welfarist goal of making these communities partners in
conservation. They would be stewards of forests that
have shrunk and become fragmented over the decades.
It was another landmark, therefore, when the Forest
Rights Act protected possession and conferred herita-
bility of land to over 23 lakh out of 44 lakh claimants
who are either specified Scheduled Tribes, or people
who have lived in forests traditionally, relying on forest
produce for at least 75 years prior to the cut-off year of
2005. But over 20 lakh other applicants who could not
establish their claim through gram sabhas and appel-
late authorities have now been ordered to be evicted by
July 12. The 17 State governments which have been
asked to carry out the evictions must respond by quick-
ly determining whether there were procedural lapses
that deprived applicants of due process, notably in
making appeals. This process may take time, more so in
an election year, and the sheer scale of action required
would necessitate an extension of the eviction date.

In the ideal scheme, as the Forest Rights Act envisag-
es, forested areas and their biodiversity will be protect-
ed by communities, with individuals taking forest pro-
duce only for sustenance and livelihood. Such an
approach is at odds with the colonial paradigm of for-
ests being treated as a resource run by an opaque bu-
reaucracy that replaced precious old-growth trees with
monocultures such as teak. Today, forests have shrunk
to about 5% of the land in terms of protected areas,
while human pressures are growing: landscapes are
alienated for resource exploitation, road and dam
building, and a lot of wildlife is lost to poaching. Man-
animal conflict is growing. Claims for tenure under the
Forest Rights Act must therefore satisfy the primary test
of whether they are legally unimpeachable, and even if
they are, whether they would impose additional pres-
sures on forests and wildlife. The answer in many areas
may lie in resettlement. In some well-documented cas-
es, such as in the Western Ghats, alternative land and
cash compensation convinced tribals to move out of
core areas. One example is that of the Nagarahole Na-
tional Park, where the outcome has been good for both
people and wildlife, as evidenced by the recovery of tig-
er density over three decades. State governments need
to pursue such programmes in a humane and vigorous
fashion. They must also come forward to declare criti-
cal wildlife habitats under the Act. This will aid in for-
mulating resettlement schemes for tribal residents.

Pre-poll gambit
Reduction in rates brings cheer to real estate
sector, but unsettles the GST regime

n Sunday, the Goods and Services Tax Council
recommended a dramatic reduction in the hea-

dline indirect tax rates payable on under-con-
struction properties. The GST rate payable on afforda-
ble homes, with effect from April 2019, will come down
from 8% to 1%, and all other residential properties out-
side the affordable segment will attract 5% GST instead
of the 12% levied at present. The new rate on affordable
homes, defined as units that cost less than 45 lakh and
have a carpet area of 60 square metres in metro cities
and 90 square metres in non-metros, is far lower than
the 3% rate mooted by a ministerial panel. The Council
needs to meet again in March to clear the transition
rules for the proposed rate cuts, and the conditions to
be stipulated for housing projects to be eligible for the
new rates. Days ahead of the expected announcement
of the Lok Sabha poll dates by the Election Commis-
sion, the government is clearly keen on reaching out to
different sections of voters. It has argued that the move
will help meet the aspirations of millions of home-
buyers, and revive the fortunes of real estate develop-
ers. Among the country’s largest employers in recent
years, the realty sector has been marred by the debt
overdose that has plagued much of corporate India; this
has been compounded by high unsold inventory that
hit cash flows. Properties that were already complete at
the time of the GST’s adoption were spared the tax. But
the introduction of 12% and 8% GST for under-construc-
tion premier housing units and affordable homes, res-
pectively, had come as a dampener for fresh bookings.
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley reckons that revenues
will not be hit by the rate cut. The implicit assumption
is that higher sales volumes will compensate the exche-
quer. Experts expect a 4-5% reduction in home prices,
but the decision to deny input tax credits to builders
could bring a twist in the tale. Developers may be
forced to raise base prices as critical inputs, particularly
cement (taxed at 28%), entail high levies that can no
longer be offset. Buyers may still prefer to opt for un-
sold completed properties that don’t attract GST, in-
stead of incomplete projects. Compliance as well as ma-
terial costs could go up too, as the Council is likely to
mandate that around 80% of a project’s inputs must
come from formal sector vendors in the GST net. It is
difficult to determine to what extent a proposed tax ex-
emption on development rights will offset these costs
for developers. Whatever the outcome of this pre-elec-
tion ploy, the frequent structural tinkering ahead of
electoral battles has emerged as the biggest challenge to
the stabilisation of India’s fledgling GST regime.

Coalition of the concerned

Multi-pronged diplomacy is vital to compel Pakistan to end its support for terrorist groups

SUHASINI HAIDAR

tack on February 14, the go-

vernment has iterated once
again its plan for the “diplomatic
isolation” of Pakistan. The idea,
which was first articulated after
the 2016 Uri attacks, is a non-star-
ter, as was underlined by the visit
of the Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
mad Bin Salman to both countries
earlier this month, just a few days
after Pulwama. In Pakistan, the
Prince called himself “Pakistan’s
Ambassador” in his country, and
issued a joint statement praising
Pakistan for its fight against terro-
rism. Clearly, a more considered
diplomatic strategy, less full of rhe-
toric, must be chalked out by the
government in response to cross-
border terrorism.

In the wake of the Pulwama at-

Beyond isolation

To begin with, the government
would do better to repackage its
idea of “isolating Pakistan” into
one of building a more inclusive
‘coalition against terrorism ema-
nating from Pakistan’. In the past
couple of weeks alone, Iran and
Afghanistan have faced terror at-
tacks on their security forces along
the border with Pakistan — and
several other countries, which
have also faced such attacks or see
the presence of Pakistan-based
groups on their soil, would be will-
ing to join ranks on this. The truth
is, in today’s interconnected
world, it is vainglorious to expect
countries to join a unilateral plan
for isolation.

Despite the U.S.’s considerable
might, it has been unable to get
most countries, including India, to
sever ties with Iran and North Ko-
rea, for example. The impact of
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such a campaign is also doubtful:
after years of trying to isolate
North Korea, the U.S. is pursuing
talks with its leader. While isola-
tion might work as a campaign slo-
gan for domestic audiences, it is
quickly rebuffed each time a coun-
try engages with the nation one is
trying to isolate. An inclusive coali-
tion is more likely to move nations
at the global stage as well. The suc-
cess of the efforts led by the U.S.
and other countries to ‘grey list’
Pakistan at the Financial Action
Task Force or of French efforts for
a United Nations Security Council
statement on Pulwama points to
that.

Second, India must focus on the
case against Masood Azhar, which
pre-dates the case against 26/11
mastermind Hafiz Saeed. In a first,
the Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)
claimed responsibility for the Pul-
wama attack in a suicide bomber
video that has not thus far been
disputed by its leader Masood Az-
har. Azhar has been on the U.S.’s
radar since 1992, when he was a
leader of the banned terror group
Harkat ul-Ansar, and worked with
jihadi groups in Sudan and Bangla-
desh. His release after years in In-
dian prisons in exchange for hos-
tages on board the IC-814 flight
should on its own merit his ban-
ning and prosecution — not just in
Pakistan, but in all the countries
whose nationals were on board

that Indian Airlines flight, as well
as the stops that flight made: in Ne-
pal, the United Arab Emirates and
Afghanistan.

Third, India must prepare for a
pushback from Pakistan, most
likely in terms of internationalis-
ing the Kashmir issue, and linking
it to progress in Afghanistan. This
is what Pakistan’s Ambassador to
Afghanistan, Zahid Nasrullah, did
when he said that any attack by In-
dia would “impact the momen-
tum” of the peace talks in Afghan-
istan. His words were heard
beyond Kabul, in Washington and
Moscow. On February 18, mem-
bers of the Taliban negotiating
team were due to meet U.S. special
envoy Zalmay Khalilzad in Islama-
bad. The talks were called off after
Afghanistan objected to the Tali-
ban team’s travel to Pakistan, and
rescheduled for February 25 in
Doha. It remains to be seen how
much countries trying to negotiate
with the Taliban will need Pakis-
tan’s leverage to make progress on
those talks. U.S. President Donald
Trump sees them as the precursor
for plans to pull out most troops in
combat in Afghanistan before his
re-election bid for 2020.

The American angle

Next, the government must priori-
tise action over words, when it
comes to moves against Pakistan’s
sponsorship and hosting of the

The correct prescription

Entry of e-pharmacies will bring down the price of medicine for Indian patients
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PRASHANT REDDY T.

mid a slew of conflicting jud-
Aicial decisions from diffe-
rent High Courts, the legali-
ty of e-pharmacies continues to be
questioned by various trade asso-
ciations such as the All India Or-
ganisation of Chemists and Drug-
gists (AIOCD). It represents 8.4
lakh pharmacists who run the
brick and mortar pharmacies in
neighbourhoods across India.
E-pharmacies, which operate
through websites or smartphone
apps on the Internet, offer medi-
cines for sale at a discount of at
least 20% when compared to tradi-
tional pharmacists, with the ad-
ded convenience of home delivery
of medicines to one’s doorstep.
For scheduled drugs, patients can
submit photographs of prescrip-
tions while placing orders. Despite
operating in India for at least four
years now, the legal status of these
e-pharmacies is not clear because
the government is yet to notify in-
to law draft rules that it published
in 2018.
The fiercest opponents of e-
pharmacies are trade associations

of existing pharmacists and che-
mists. They argue that their liveli-
hoods are threatened by venture
capital backed e-pharmacies and
that jobs of thousands are on the
line. Apart from these obvious ar-
guments, these trade associations
also spin imaginary tales of how e-
pharmacies will open the door to
drug abuse and also the sale of
sub-standard or counterfeit drugs,
thereby threatening public health.
There is enough evidence on re-
cord to demonstrate how existing
pharmacies contribute generously
to drug abuse and sale of sub-stan-
dard medicine. There is no reason
to suspect that e-pharmacies are
going to worsen the situation in

anyway.

A case of cartelisation
The more prudent way of looking
at the entry of e-pharmacies is
competition and the resultant ef-
fect it will have on lowering the
price of medicine for Indian pa-
tients. Viewed from this perspec-
tive, there is virtually no doubt
that e-pharmacies should be al-
lowed to operate because the his-
tory of India’s trade associations of
pharmacists is one of rampant,
unabashed cartelisation that has
resulted in an artificial inflation of
medicine prices.

In a fully functional, competi-
tive market, pharmacists would
compete with each other for busi-
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ness. This competition could hap-
pen in the form of discounts or im-
proving operational efficiency. For
example, if two retailers buy a
medicine from a wholesaler at 350
and the maximum retail price of
the drug is ¥75, they are free to sell
it at T70 or 65 or even I51. The
seller with the lower price gets
more customers and can make
more profits. However, if both sell-
ers enter into an agreement with
each other to sell the drug at I75
and they also clearly define the ge-
ographical area within which they
are operating, they both make
higher profits but at the cost of the
patient who now has to pay higher
prices.

This practice of two competi-
tors colluding to fix the sale price
and area of operation is called car-
telisation, and is illegal under In-
dia’s Competition Act. The pre-
mise of this law is that a free
market is efficient only if all sellers
are competing with each other to
offer the lowest price to the cus-
tomer.

Over the last decade, the Com-

JeM. The measures taken thus far
— cancelling Most Favoured Nation
status, maximising use of Indus
waters, denying visas to Pakistani
sportspersons, etc. — have little
real impact on Pakistan and cer-
tainly none on the military esta-
blishment. Instead of priding itself
on extracting statements of con-
demnation from various govern-
ments in the world, it is better for
New Delhi to use India’s considera-
ble diplomatic leverage to ensure
action that would shut down the
JeM and the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
permanently and bring their lead-
ers to justice. In this regard, mere
statements and bans have not
worked for more than two de-
cades, and the government must
consider other options, especially
with the countries that carry the
most leverage and access in Pakis-
tan: China, the U.S. and Saudi Ara-
bia.

It is puzzling that the U.S. has
been able to carry out drone
strikes on a whole host of terror
group leaders on Pakistan’s west-
ern front, but never once targeted
camps and infrastructure belong-
ing to the JeM and the LeT, despite
their well-established links to al-
Qaeda. India must also press the
U.S. to place travel sanctions on
specific entities in the Pakistani
military establishment unless visi-
ble action is taken against the JeM,
whose leaders hold public rallies
and issue videos threatening
India.

Contrary to popular percep-
tion, the Trump administration’s
moves to cancel funds to Pakistan
last year is not the toughest action
the U.S. has contemplated: in May
1992, then U.S. President George
H.W Bush had directed his Secre-
tary of State James Baker to send a
stern letter to then Pakistani Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif threatening
to designate Pakistan as a “State
sponsor of Terror” for its support
to Kashmiri and Sikh militant
groups.

A similar line of talks must be

petition Commission of India (CCI)
has had to deal with several com-
plaints alleging that trade associa-
tions of pharmacists are providing
platforms for cartelisation where
pharmacists are basically rigging
the market. In simple terms, this
means that pharmacists, who
should otherwise be competing
with each other to offer lower pric-
es for their customers, prefer to
enter into agreements with each
other to fix the price at which they
will sell medicines to patients.
Once all parties are on the same
page, there is no reason to com-
pete with each other and reduce
prices.

Another barrier

A second, more insidious strategy
is the practice of requiring phar-
maceutical companies to apply for
a no-objection-certificate (NOC)
from the regional trade associa-
tion before they appoint new
stockists in a region to sell a partic-
ular drug. This has the effect of ar-
tificially restricting competition in
certain markets because more
stockists mean more competition.
By creating such artificial, extra-le-
gal barriers to the free trade of
medicines within India, these
trade associations create huge dis-
tortions in the Indian market. It is
suspected that these practices
continue despite multiple restrain-
ing orders by the CCI.

pursued by New Delhi with Riyadh
— which once was a donor to Pa-
kistan’s Islamist institutions, but
now is wary of funding extremism
— to withhold any funds that may
trickle down to charitable wings
run by the JeM and LeT. With Chi-
na, it is surprising that the issue of
a simple ban at the UN Security
Council has not been made India’s
chief demand from Beijing. It is
hoped that this will be rectified
soon when the next proposal to
ban Azhar is brought to the UNSC,
and during Foreign Minister Sush-
ma Swaraj’s visit to China this
week for the trilateral Russia-In-
dia-China meeting. More than the
ban, however, India must ask Chi-
na for action against any entities
dealing with the JeM in Pakistan,
given that China is the partner
with the most influence in Pakis-
tan today, and one with the most
to lose from terror groups in Pun-
jab operating along the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor.

Steady dialogue

Finally, India must look to its own
actions on the diplomatic front
with Pakistan. Calling off a formal
dialogue process for more than a
decade has clearly yielded no de-
sired outcome. South Asia as a re-
gion, and the South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) process too have suffered
the consequences of this disen-
gagement, without yielding any
desired outcomes. A measured,
steady and non-political level of
dialogue is a more effective way of
impressing India’s determination
to root out terrorism than the pre-
sent on-again, off-again policy. As
the nation prepares for a possible
military response to the Pulwama
attack, it is important that New
Delhi consider its diplomatic res-
ponse carefully, particularly tak-
ing into account both the histori-
cal and regional context of its
moves.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

In its recent policy note on
“Making markets work for afforda-
ble healthcare”, published in Oc-
tober 2018, the CCI noted, “One
major factor that contributes to
high drug prices in India is the un-
reasonably high trade margins.”
One of the culprits for this pheno-
menon identified by the CCI was
“self-regulation by trade associa-
tions [which] also contributes to-
wards high margins as these trade
associations control the entire
drug distribution system in a man-
ner that mutes competition”.

One of the solutions proposed
by the CCI was encouraging more
e-pharmacies. As stated by the CCI
in its policy note, “Electronic trad-
ing of medicines via online plat-
forms, with appropriate regulato-
ry safeguards, can bring in
transparency and spur price com-
petition among platforms and
among retailers, as has been wit-
nessed in other product
segments.”

Where the state has failed, it is
possible that venture capitalist
backed e-pharmacists will succeed
in bringing back competition to
the retail drug markets in India.
There is no reason for India to con-
tinue indulging trade associations
that have no taste for competition
or fair business practices.

Prashant Reddy T. is a Senior Resident
Fellow at the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy
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After Pulwama

m As some of the letters show

Being a former government
interlocutor for Jammu and
Kashmir, one expected the
writer to acknowledge the
complexity of the problem
(Editorial page, “After
Pulwama, a sorry
response”, February 25).
There was an eagerness to
sing paeans to the erstwhile
UPA government’s
responses.

Nowhere in the article
could one find any
suggestion or solution to
end Pakistan’s treacherous
and cowardly policy: of
locking its regular army in
barracks and training and
dispatching terrorists to
bleed India. Will
mollycoddling the
separatists make Pakistan
shut down its terror camps?
The comment about the
lack of a Kashmir policy is
astonishing because there is
no Kashmir policy without

a Pakistan policy. It is
impossible to have any
policy towards a nation
which is a de facto
militaristic theocracy
masquerading as a modern
democracy and which
operates in the shadow of
international conventions.

V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN,
Thiruvananthapuram

Managing the waste

The reality about sanitation
is a lot more different than
what is on record. The
mega Swachh Bharat
Mission appears to have lost
its purpose and it may not
be an exaggeration to say
that it has been reduced to
an exercise of building
toilets. The major issues
such as whether they are
being used or whether
these toilets are indeed
connected to a proper
sewerage system need to be
the focus (Editorial page,

“De-odourising sewage”,
February 25).

DEEPIKA TRIPATHI,
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

m Every citizen is entitled to
potable water, but with the
population explosion and
water management
programmes far from
satisfactory, the problem of
sewage management has
been compounded. The
other major cause of water
pollution is the unchecked
discharge of industrial
effluents into water bodies,
which can be seen across
India. The government and
other stakeholders should
exercise care. Finally, when
one talks about sanitation,
cosmetic and superficial
measures such as “photo
ops” of celebrities cleaning
roads do not help the main
cause.

DEEPAK SINGHAL,
Noida

= The common process of
recirculating treated sludge
into the rivers does not seem
to be coherent. Inoperable
sewage treatment plants
should be replaced with
futuristic systems which can
provide potable water after
treating the sludge and
subsequent osmosis. These
plants can also provide
electricity and excellent
manure. The hallmarks of
any smart city should be a
good drainage system, an
idea championed in the
Indus Valley Civilisation.

JACOB J. PUTHENVEETTIL,
Chennai

Migrant focus

A paradigm shift in the
attitude towards migrant
labourers in Kerala, to make
them live a life of dignity, is
no more an optional policy.
In a State where there are
shifts in the work force ratio,
a growing population of the

elderly and a yet-to-wane
attraction among the young
for seek overseas
employment, the role that
migrant labourers play in
ensuring Kerala’s progressive
march cannot be over-
emphasised.

While the LDF government
seems alive to this, cosmetic
steps need to be augmented
with proactive measures
(OpEd page, “Old challenges
in building a new Kerala”,
February 25).

AYYASSERI RAVEENDRANATH,
Aranmula, Kerala

A Sunday refresh

The new format of the
‘Magazine’ is interesting. I
have come across the
magazines of other
newspapers but The Hindu’s
is different. The handy
format will ensure a week of
good reading material.

HIMANSHU SRIVASTAV,
Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh

(‘Letters to the Editor’,
February 25), the new format
of the ‘Magazine’ has been
well received.

How about shifting the ‘Open
Page’ to the tabloid? Most of
us would like to read its
interesting stories/anecdotes
at leisure during the week.
Most often, the main paper
loses its importance by
evening.

J.S. ACHARYA,
Hyderabad

= The makeover has resulted
in a product that is rich in
content. Perhaps the Literary
Review can have poems and
short stories, which will also
allow creative writers to have
a space of their own in the
magazine. There should be a
forum for readers’ opinions.

B. PRABHA,
Varkala, Kerala

MORE LETTERS ONLINE:
www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/
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The case of Shamima Begum

If the UK. goes with the exclusionary instinct of an angry public, it will be dangerous for democracy

VIDYA RAM

In February 2015, three British
schoolgirls from East London, aged
between 15 and 16, took a flight to Is-
tanbul and then Syria. They had told
their parents they were going out for
a day, but they didn’t return. While
their worried families went to Turkey
in March to find out what happened
to them, the disappearance of the
girls sparked a national conversation
on how young men and women in
the U.K. were leaving for Syria and
Iraq, often unbeknown to their fami-
lies, to join the ranks of the Islamic
State (IS) and other terrorist groups.

Giving evidence to a parliamen-
tary committee shortly after the girls
disappeared, the then Assistant
Commissioner of the Metropolitan
Police, Mark Rowley, spelt out what
appeared to be Britain’s approach:
“If you have been innocently duped,
you travelled to a war zone and you
regretted it and you have come back,
there is nothing criminal or terrorist
in that. Clearly, if you have taken part
in terrorism... then we are going to
do everything we can to make sure
you face the consequence of that
through the criminal justice pro-
cess.” Britain has been contending
with the issue of returnees for some
time now. The government believes
that of the 900 individuals who tra-
velled to Syria and Iraq to join forces
such as the IS, 40% have returned to
the U.K., 20% have died, and 40% re-
main in the region.

Four years after the disappea-
rance of the girls, The Times disco-
vered one of them, Shamima Begum,
in a Syrian refugee camp of 39,000
people. Heavily pregnant at 19 after
having lost two children, Begum told
the newspaper she had no regrets.
She insisted that she was not the “sil-
ly” schoolgirl who ran away, but was
still frightened. “Now all I want to do
is come home to Britain,” she said.

The question of citizenship

The story created an uproar in Bri-
tain; tabloids raged at her “unrepen-
tant” attitude. The government swift-
ly ratcheted up its response. While

SINGLE FILE

More mixed events, please
If the Hopman Cup gets the axe, it will

be aloss for the sport

PREETHI RAMAMOORTHY
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It was one of tennis’ most strik-
ing images: Roger Federer and
Serena Williams, arguably the
greatest players of the sport,
playing against each other for
the first time. This moment
was possible thanks to the
Hopman Cup, a mixed team
competition that has been held
in Perth, Australia, for the past
three decades. “Fed/Serena and Hopman Cup is dominating
sports news today,” Sports Illustrated’s Jon Wertheim tweet-
ed. “Even 14 time zones removed, there is more talk of this

"The fact that Shamima Begum admitted to having no regrets leaving the U.K.
is not surprising given that she lives in a refugee camp that is home to many
Islamic State sympathisers." A picture of Begum. =RreuTers

the Security Minister initially insisted
that no British lives would be put at
risk to “go looking for terrorists or
former terrorists in a failed state,” it
soon emerged that the authorities
were determined to withdraw Be-
gum’s British citizenship. Under the
British Nationality Act of 1981, the Se-
cretary of State has the power to de-
prive a person of citizenship on the
grounds that it is “conducive to the
public good” and that the person
would not be rendered stateless. The
government believes that Begum
either currently holds Bangladeshi
citizenship or is eligible to apply for
one. Begum and the Bangladesh go-
vernment deny that she holds dual
citizenship, and Bangladesh has even
firmly said that there is “no question
of her being allowed to enter into
Bangladesh.” This suggests that
Home Secretary Sajid Javid’s deci-
sion to strip Begum of her citizenship
would render her stateless. Her fami-
ly is considering legal options to chal-
lenge this decision. While deploring
her conduct and comments to the
media, her sister wrote in a letter to
Mr. Javid that it is not possible for the
family to abandon her either.

The issue has deeply divided Bri-
tain. On the one hand, the right-wing
has sought to use the controversy to
add to the narrative that it has often
resorted to: of a supposedly magna-
nimous, set upon Britain, apt to be
exploited by rogue individuals such
as an impudent “jihadi bride”. To
this effect, many have attacked Be-
gum’s comments that revealed her

Jisyo-

shock at the Home Office’s decision.
“Thank god, Sajid Javid grasped Sha-
mima Begum is the one person unit-
ing Britain - against her,” declared a
columnist in The Telegraph, accus-
ing some of attempting to turn her in-
to the nation’s “sweetheart”. This is
ludicrous, as everyone who opposes
the Home Office’s decision unani-
mously agrees that she must come
back to face the judicial consequenc-
es, whatever they be.

Migration to Britain

To many others, this has highlighted
the dangerous trajectory of British
politics, where citizenship and the
concept of belonging are under
threat, and at the mercy of a capri-
cious political system. Britain’s atti-
tude to migrants has already been
under great scrutiny over its treat-
ment of the Windrush generation
(Commonwealth citizens who were
invited to Britain between 1948 and
1971 to help rebuild the country after
World War II, and were wrongly
treated as illegal immigrants and
some even deported). The Begum
controversy highlights how only
those with foreign roots are at the
risk of losing citizenship. A white Brit
without foreign ancestry would have
no recourse to other countries and
would therefore not be stripped of
her citizenship. This makes the situa-
tion particularly discriminatory.

It raises other ethical questions.
One Conservative MP asked in Parlia-
ment: “In removing British citizen-
ship, the Home Secretary is essential-
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ly saying, ‘She’s somebody else’s
problem’, but... ‘Which other coun-
try is supposed to look after her on
our behalf? Can you imagine the fury
here if we took a French or Italian ci-
tizen who joined Islamic State?’” Oth-
ers wonder about leaving a young
woman, who could potentially do
harm or radicalise others, in Syria, a
country without resources and vul-
nerable to terrorist activity.

Through all this Mr. Javid has in-
sisted that his decision is all about
“keeping the country safe”. He has
also questioned the ability of Bri-
tain’s judicial system to hold Begum
to account given that where she and
others like her are is a “very lawless
and dangerous place, so it is not al-
ways possible... to gather evidence
of... activities that could be used to
try to have a successful prosecution.”
However, many in the law enforce-
ment agencies disagree with this per-
spective. The head of Mi6, Alex
Younger, told The Times that while
those who returned did pose risks,
they had the right to come back. Oth-
ers have pointed to the mechanisms
that exist for returnees, such as
through the use of temporary exclu-
sion orders that place conditions on
their return and enable them to be
monitored at home. Still others have
noted that depriving Begum of her ci-
tizenship could send out the danger-
ous signal that Britain is playing into
the hands of terrorist recruiters, who
are eager to make minority commun-
ities in the U.K. feel isolated. Howev-
er, it’s easy to see why Mr. Javid,
widely seen as having prime ministe-
rial ambitions, may disregard such
considerations: A recent Sky News
poll suggested that 76% of the public
are in favour of Begum not being al-
lowed to return.

What Begum did during her time
with the ‘Caliphate’ and the extent to
which she continues to sympathise
with the IS is not known. The fact
that she admitted to having no re-
grets is hardly a surprise given that
she remains in a refugee camp that is
home to many IS sympathisers. But if
the starting point is to just go with
the punitive instinct of an angry pu-
blic and deprive a young woman,
who was potentially brainwashed as
a minor, of her fundamental rights, it
is a dangerous time for democracy,
due process and the rule of law.

vidya.ram@thehindu.co.in
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Re-imagining Delhi

The governance structure is in need of a drastic remake
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RAGHU DAYAL

Notwithstanding the importance of the rural
sector, it is the cities and towns, where citi-
zens’ daily travails in terms of pani, bijli, sa-
dak, housing, schooling, healthcare and san-
itation play out, that extensively impact the
public’s perception of a government’s per-
formance. While the annual inundation of ci-
ties, daily loss of lives on roads, and frequent
infernos highlight dysfunctional civic and
municipal governance, the failure to create
zones, which results in thickets of illegal
buildings and structures, as re-
vealed in the ‘sealing’ over-
drive in Delhi, shows how the
rot runs deep.

Urban problems are not ur-
ban in isolation; they are na-
tional problems. Cities are in
need of duly empowered mun-
icipalities and institutional sys-
tems and processes for closely
coordinated and accountable agencies that
can deliver in areas such as sanitation,
health, education, mobility and housing.

Too many cooks

With a plethora of elected and other agen-
cies, the governance structure for Delhi is in
need of a drastic remake. In addition to 272
councillors in three municipalities, 70 MLAs,
and seven MPs, there is the New Delhi Mun-
icipal Council for the cloistered Lutyens’
zone, and the Cantonment Board, not to talk
of the Union government controlling land
and policing. Too many intervening institu-
tions, often with overlapping jurisdictions
and sometimes contradictory goals, make
for suboptimal outcomes.

The mega-scale migration is Delhi’s spe-
cial challenge. Migration has steadily risen
over the decades. With people pouring into
the city and cars on to roads, the outlook for
the environment looks grim. Delhi generates
over 5,000 tonnes of refuse every day. In a
way, Delhi is hailed as the country’s pam-
pered child. Its annual per capita income of
23.29 lakh (2017-18), which is almost thrice
the national average. According to the 2011
Census, of a total of 3.34 million households
in Delhi, 3.31 million had electricity, 2.62 mil-
lion had safe drinking water, and 2.99 mil-
lion had toilet facilities. Even so, the city has
more than 200,000 homeless people and al-
most half of its population is in slums and
unauthorised colonies.

than college bowls. If 'm Tennis Australia, 'm thinking long

and hard before I mess with this event.”
Despite making headlines worldwide, it is unlikely that
the world will see a repeat of this. The future of the Hopman

Cup is uncertain because the Association of Tennis Players

(ATP) is planning to relaunch its World Team Cup, the ATP
Cup, around the same time. This all-men’s event will serve

as another springboard before the Australian Open, carry a

hefty $15 million in prize money and, most importantly, con-

tribute to player ranking points. On the other hand, despite

NOTEBOOK

When India-Pakistan animosity was pushed to the back burner
Not long ago, the two public service broadcasters promised to share treasures
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High wages with little accountability for
actual service delivery make public sector
agencies an obvious target for patronage hir-
ing. It also results in massive over-staffing.
We need privatisation of civic delivery ser-
vices like cleaning of roads and drains.

Use of technology

Conservancy services deserve a senior-level
exclusive administration. Waste manage-
ment demands professionalism and technol-
ogy. The use of biotechnology should help in
the treatment and disposal of waste; infor-
mation technology in city planning and ser-
vice delivery options; energy saving and
cleaner technologies in urban transport; and
high-tech, low-cost materials in building and
housing. Technology can be used to imple-
ment user-based charges for access to roads,
electricity and water. Economies of scale can
be achieved by sharing service
areas such as billing and tariff col-
lections, cable laying and mainte-
nance.

China envisions three big ur-
| ban clusters — along the Pearl Riv-
er, the Yangtze River, and the Beij-
ing-Tianjin corridor — each with
50 million people or more. The
National Capital Region, aiming to
relieve pressure on Delhi, needs to be simi-
larly treated as a Common Economic Zone,
with a rationalised inter-State tax structure,
uniform financial/banking services, telecom
facilities and power supply, an integrated
education and health policy, rail and road
transport network, water supply and drain-
age system.

It is not a case of a lack of funds, but of go-
vernance and delivery. In most cities, muni-
cipalities are viewed as dens of corruption
and inaction. Inspectors do not inspect, they
only extort. A structured, mandatory inspec-
tion system is necessary for effective deliv-
ery. Councillors and commissioners don’t
regularly move around their wards; they re-
main inaccessible to people.

Owing to its great importance for national
reconstruction and countrywide impact, es-
pecially for India’s large cities — Mumbai,
Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru — the real cata-
lyst for reimagining the NCR needs to be the
Union government. A compact, less diffused
and pruned structure will hopefully usher in
a promising paradigm of urban management
that is worthy of being replicated across the
country. The primary need is for the delivery
apparatus to be transformed. The city needs
to first address its basic problems before it
dreams of striding towards the goal of being
really swachh and ‘smart’.

The writer is former Managing Director, Container
Corporation of India
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FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 20, 1969
Indus Valley inscriptions deciphered

A team of Finnish scientists yesterday [February 25] an-
nounced that they had succeeded in deciphering — by logic,
intuition and computer — the language of India’s ancient Indus
Valley civilisation that vanished about 4,000 years ago and left
amysterious legacy of thousands of inscriptions on beautifully
carved seals. The team, sponsored by the Scandinavian Insti-
tute of Asian Studies here [Copenhagen], said the break
through came only three weeks ago, and provided a key that
threw open the doors to a new understanding of the Indus pe-
ople. “Our key already gave the answer to the mystery of the
origin of the Hindu caste system,” said Dr. Asko Parpola one of
the four Finnish researchers on the team. “It also approved for
certain that the bearers of the Indus culture were Dravidians.”
The deciphered Indus inscriptions showed that the caste sys-
tem existed long before the Aryans swarmed into India.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 26,1919

A Daring Robbery.

A daring robbery is reported to have been committed [in Ban-

galore] at 2nd Q.V.O. Sappers and Miners. It is stated that at
about seven o'clock in the evening a domestic servant, who

subsequently turned out to be unemployed, appeared at the
guard room with a chit asking for the family allotment cash

box to be handed over to Captain Joyce. Believing the chit to

be genuine the Havildar of the guard, with the permission of

the officer of the day, gave the cash box to the servant. In com-

its star performances, the Hopman Cup does not count to-
wards rankings.

Of all major sports, tennis celebrates men and women
competing as equals in the same major tournaments, for the
same prize money, and in front of the same crowds. Apart
from mixed doubles at the Grand Slams and the Olympics,
the Hopman Cup is the only tournament where tennis fans
can witness the best men and women players compete on
the same court. It is one of those rare events that features
mixed doubles as the main crowd draw. Some stellar exam-
ples from the past include Boris Becker and Steffi Graf, who
played together in 1992, and Federer and Martina Hingis,
who played together in 2001. This year, Federer and Belinda
Bencic won. A record 1,10,364 people were in attendance
and several days were sold out.

This is perhaps why it is surprising that the sport has de-
cided to let it go, rather than embrace it as a huge selling
point. It also points to what the sport thinks of mixed dou-
bles. Even at Grand Slams, these matches are given little fan-
fare and often relegated to smaller courts. The prize for win-
ning at Wimbledon is $1.45 million compared to $3 million
for the singles winner.

But for fans of tennis, some of the most entertaining
matches feature both men and women. They are a mixture
of power and finesse, joy and unpredictability. Tennis is a
gender-balanced sport. But in the last two years, three new
all-men events have been introduced: the ATP Cup, the re-
vamped Davis Cup and the Laver Cup. There is no reason
why these tournaments cannot include a female or mixed
doubles version. When you get your best men and women
together, it is ultimately the sport that wins.

The writer writes on tennis for The Hindu

CM
K

ANURADHA RAMAN

Since the time of its incep-
tion in 1930, All India Radio
(AIR) has broadcast inter-
views, public addresses,
conversations, and music.
Senior officials often speak
about the invaluable trea-
sures in AIR’s archives and
narrate the most fascinating
stories. One that has stayed
with me is about Saadat Ha-
san Manto. Manto appa-
rently scribbled stories on
paper napkins, which are in
AIR’s possession. I dream of
seeing those paper napkins
some day.

Almost every single artist
has sung in AIR studios. I
heard that veteran singer
Gangubai Hangal was made
to wait at the gates of AIR
before being allowed to en-
ter its studios for a record-
ing. Much as I wish she had
not been made to wait, I
have also heard about how,
much before television,
when AIR ruled the roost,
its studios played host with
generosity. A newly inde-

pendent country wished to
preserve its cultural diversi-
ty, and AIR was the patron
saint for one and all.

Along with the archival
material, which is accessi-
ble to journalists, came the
problem of storing the
spools of recordings in a
temperature-controlled en-
vironment. Some rare re-
cordings were erased to
make way for new public
speakers, and these made
news.

But what I was looking
for six years ago were the
rare Muhammad Ali Jinnah
tapes — two public speech-
es made on August 11 and
14, 1947. As with AIR re-
cordings, there was a back
story to Jinnah’s original
tapes on spools (the speech-
es are now available on You-
Tube). I was told that the
original spool recordings
were buried in the vaults of
AIR. I was also aware that
Pakistan wanted the origi-
nal tapes of their Quaid-e-
Azam’s address.

The story goes that two
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south Indian engineers
(most of the engineering
staff then were recruited
from south India for their
technical skills) were dis-
patched to Pakistan to re-
cord Jinnah’s address as
there were no recording fa-
cilities in Lahore and Pesha-
war then. Here is where
things get a little muddled.
Apparently, the engineers
came back with the record-
ings, but the recordings got
misplaced in the chaos that
followed Partition. While
Pakistan insisted that India
had the tapes, India coun-
tered this saying that it
didn’t have the August 11 re-
cording. This had Jinnah’s
speech about how all faiths

would enjoy equal treat-
ment in the new country.

After I chased officials at
AIR for eight long months,
they made available the Au-
gust 14 recording, which
was later returned to Pakis-
tan amidst much fanfare. A
public-spirited individual
had also filed a request un-
der the Right to Informa-
tion Act to make public the
Jinnah recordings. What
AIR also had was another
recording of June 3, 1947, a
brief talk by Jinnah in Delhi.
This was not the ‘multi-
faith” address.

There was much bonho-
mie on display as India too
made a request for some
rare recordings of its film-
stars, Prithviraj Kapoor and
Dilip Kumar, from Pakistan
to be returned to its ar-
chives. On display was a
common legacy where two
public service broadcasters
promised to share treasures
from the past. And for a
brief moment in time, ani-
mosity was pushed to the
back burner.

pany of a Sapper, it is stated that these men say that they went
to the R.E. officers’ mess where they say a European officer to
whom they handed the cash box told the Sapper to return at
10 P.M. for the box, which he did. The man, it is said, alleges
that when he went back the same officer said the cash box was
locked up in a big Safe and he was to come for it in the morn-
ing. In the morning, however, the cash box was found broken
open and empty with the exception of two or three cheques,
on Coles Road, about a furlong away.

CONCEPTUAL
Hysterical strength

BIOLOGY

This refers to the abnormal levels of strength exhibited by cer-
tain individuals during times of extreme stress. For instance,
people have been reported as lifting heavy objects like cars
and huge rocks when their lives were under imminent threat.
Such superhuman strength is attributed to the production of a
variety of hormones like cortisol and adrenaline by the hu-
man body when exposed to extreme stress, which in turn in-
creases the overall energy level of an individual.

MORE ON THE WEB gffén

Oscar fashion in Pictures: Tuxedo gowns, much pink, and
jewel tones

http://bit.ly/oscarsphoto
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Rush to take visible action may backlire

NILANJAN MUKHOPADHYAY
SENIOR POLITICAL ANALYST

HREE parallel tracks, of equal

significance in both short and

long terms, are running concur-

rently following the terror strike
in Pulwama. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his image of a ‘decisive
leader’ or strongman, anchors each of
these narratives, two of which were
kick-started by the attack, while the
third, limited to domestic politics, is
becoming more melodramatic with the
approaching elections.

The first and most important story-
line was triggered by Modi’s hasty
promise that the government would
better Newton’s Third Law of Motion
— the reaction would not just be
equal and opposite but greater, whose
quantum, timing and nature would
be determined by the armed forms.
Driven by his machismo and political
necessity, Modi needlessly declared
his retributive intention. Now, when
the security and diplomatic estab-
lishments map their moves while
assessing gains on the ambassadorial
arena, there is a risk of anticipation
raised by Modi transforming into
impatience and negatively impacting
the other plots.

The triggering of the second narra-
tive was symptomatic of frustration at
the inability to thwart Pakistan’s
designs and quell terrorism despite a
majority government and an authori-
tative leader. This stems considerably

L
MJ WARSI
LINGUIST AND AUTHOR

Maintaining and retaining
the languages of ethnic
and cultural groups is
critical for the preservation
of cultural heritage.
Using one’s mother tongue
at home will make it easier
for speakers to be more
comfortable with their
own linguistic and
cultural identity.
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from portraying the ‘surgical strikes’

— the reality as well as the cinematic
version — as an end in itself, whereas
it should have been showcased as
another ‘success’ in a protracted war.
Now, because the actual ‘enemy’ can-
not be targeted instantly, soft proxies
are chosen. It is sad that the Supreme
Court had to prompt 11 states, includ-
ing those ruled by opposition parties,
and the Centre to issue advisories to
prevent violence and socio-economic
boycott against Kashmiris. Undeni-
ably, this attack was mounted by
people who are ideologically posi-
tioned on the Right and their targets
are not just the Muslims from Kash-

mir but other minorities, too,
besides the usual suspects — aca-
demics, human rights activists

(urban Maoists) and journalists.
These two narratives are already
beginning to unambiguously impact
the third storyline, of utmost impor-
tance to politicians of all hues — from
chest-thumping ones to those who
mock peers flaunting their bravado.
Historians of the future will look for
differing political assessment of voters
in pre- and post-Pulwama phases.
However, a few symptoms of the anti-
incumbency sentiments being
reversed are becoming visible. Over
the past few days, candlelight marches
were taken out by both restrained
social groups and motormouths, fund
collection is underway in middle-class
colonies (few really know for what) and
the social discourse is turning belliger-
ent towards desh ke gaddar (traitors).
These are early days, but these pro-
grammes provide a sense of participa-
tion and bolster the spirit of vengeful
nationalism. Modi once told this
writer that as a 12-year-old, he joined
people donating clothes to soldiers
heading to the border posts. “These
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TIGHTROPE: It will be tough for PM Narendra Modi not to be tempted into pursuing the diplomatic path.

The 26/11 terror attacks did
not become a poll issue
because the ruling Congress
made no promises. After the
Pulwama attack, Modi will
not have a similar cushion
because he has raised the
bar of desirability, insofar as
what action should be taken
not only against terror groups,
but also against Pakistan.

would have been of no use to them,
but we felt that humne bhee ladayee
me hissa liya (we, too, played a part in
the war),” he said. In a couple of
months, when these people now turn-
ing out queue up to vote, and when
the discourse solely constitutes of
polar opinions, it is anyone’s guess if
they will cast their lot with ‘those for
the nation’ or ‘those against it’.

But for this to politically benefit
Modi, it is imperative to ‘do some-
thing’. To escape being consumed by
the craving for an instantaneous
response, shaped chiefly by his criti-
cism of the UPA government after the
26/11 attacks and followed thereafter
in 2013-14, Modi would have to ensure
that the military response to Pulwama

is visible as well as successful. India’s
limitation is that the terror strike was
just a noticeable episode of an asym-
metric war waged against it for almost
three decades. But, having done pre-
cious little in building capabilities to
wage covert warfare against those tar-
geting India, the rush to take visible
action may compromise success and
backfire politically.

The Indian State has worrisomely,
consistently refused to delineate its
enemies and instead, after every ter-
rorist offensive, casts Pakistan in its
entirety on the other side. Domestical-
ly, this provides an opportunity to the
Indian Right to club critics of the offi-
cial policy with the enemy. But this
raises the ambition of the people and

sets up a divergence with military
objectives. Political leaders in the gov-
ernment can ill-afford prodding peo-
ple to be driven by the ‘off with their
heads’ sentiment.

After the 26/11 terrorist strikes,
there was a sense of outrage in India,
but this anguish was not stoked by
the then government or the ruling
party. The BJP, even Modi, who was
then the Gujarat Chief Minister, crit-
icised the Prime Minister for his
gentleness. Yet, a few months after
this, the Congress returned to power
and the BJP ended up with a tally
which was even lower than what it
had won in 1991. The Congress
became the first party after 1996 to
cross the 200-mark in the Lok Sab-
ha. The Mumbai terror attacks did
not become a poll issue because the
Congress had made no promises.

Modi will not have a similar cushion
because he has raised the bar of
desirability, insofar as what action
should be taken, not only against ter-
rorist groups, but also against Pak-
istan. Already, his decision to break
protocol and hug Saudi Arabia’s
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman caused dismay among a sec-
tion of his supporters. The worry is
that having allowed the imagination
of the people to soar, the action being
anticipated by them may not either
be achievable or have major security
and diplomatic ramifications. It will
be tough for Modi not to be tempted
into pursuing the diplomatic path,
given the success at the United
Nations Security Council. But this
may force a delay in military action.
Inversely, exhorting the security
establishment runs the risk of forfeit-
ing diplomatic gains. How Modi bal-
ances various pursuits will greatly
impact his political fortunes.

Mother t()ngue merits wholehearted acceptance

HE United Nations General
Assembly proclaimed 2019 as
the International Year of Indige-
nous Languages. International
Mother Tongue Day is celebrated every
year on February 21 since 1990, follow-
ing the UN declaration to recognise the
sacrifices of people who died for the sake
of their mother tongue in Bangladesh.
The mother language is one of the most
precious gifts we have. Every language
spoken throughout the globe represents
a unique and distinct cultural heritage,
enabling people to express their feelings
and emotions without any hesitation.

A good proportion of the world’s
population speaks more than one lan-
guage, but the idea that people would
regularly have to be taught in a lan-
guage that isn’t native to them is a rel-
atively recent phenomenon. “Fifty per
cent of the world’s out-of-school chil-
dren live in communities where the
language of schooling is rarely, if ever,
used at home,” says Susan E. Malone,
a senior scholar in the field of lan-
guage education.

This is perhaps one of the most
astounding figures about second-lan-
guage education. Schools have tried to
tackle the problem by going to the
families of these children for help in
having students be comfortable with a
second language for their own learn-
ing. They ask the parents of students
to use the second language at home so
that they find it easier to use it in
school. This does more harm than
good for reasons other than a second
language being much harder to learn,
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SATURDAY’S SOLUTION

Across: 1 Right, 8 Cut noice, 9 Hoary, 10 Lose face, 11 Sally, 12 Yap, 16 Prague, 17 Asylum, 18
Now, 23 Chaff, 24 Alienate, 25 Snarl, 26 Pooh-pooh, 27 Petty.

Down: 2 Idolatry, 3 Horology, 4 Cupola, 5 Infer, 6 Vital, 7 Vexed, 12 Yen, 13 Paw, 14 By chance,
15 Run for it, 19 Option, 20 Happy, 21 Minor, 22 Snipe.

ACROSS

1 Archetypal miser (7)

5 One of The Three
Musketeers (5)

8 Greatly cherished person

5,2,3,3)

Appeal earnestly (5)

10 Sequoia (7)

11 Type of engine (6)

12 Stimulus (6)

15 Identify wrongly (7)

%] 17 Heavy drinker (5)

19 Demagogic (6-7)

20 Very small (5)

21 Glad (7)

Quick-witted (5)
Meriting rebuke (13)
Behind time specified (7)
Serious attempt (6)
Plant pest ()

Writing in symbols (13)
7 Accelerate (5,2)

11 Fault (7)

13 Enter uninvited (7)

14 Be of good heart (4,2)
16 Mixture of metals (5)
18 Strictly observed (5)

MEDIUM: To know your language is the key to preserving your culture.

regardless of copious levels of effort
put in to learn it. In the types of devel-
oping areas where this is a large prob-
lem, there aren’t frequently the
resources to prepare students at this
level, so their efforts are futile in that
sense. They also cause a rift within
families. Families feel alienated from
their mother tongue simply because
the school gives the impression that
they should feel this way. By propagat-
ing this attitude, these school systems
are essentially destroying our diverse
culture and background.

“I never made significant strides
towards becoming fluent in another
language,” said one of my former stu-
dents at Washington University in St

Louis (US). “The closest I had ever
come was a ‘working proficiency’ in
Spanish during my junior year of high
school. When I think back on my per-
spective on this subject in the context
of my parents, their accents never
bothered me because I had just always
been so used to them.”

According to Leanne Hinton, a pro-
fessor of linguistics at the University
of California, Berkeley (US), “More
broadly, the loss of language is part of
the loss of whole cultures and knowl-
edge systems, including philosophical
systems, oral, literary and music tradi-
tions, environmental knowledge sys-
tems, medical knowledge, and impor-
tant cultural practices and artistic

skills. The world stands to lose an
important part of the sum of human
knowledge whenever a language
stops being used. Just as the human
species is putting itself in danger
through the destruction of species’
diversity, so might we be in danger
from the destruction of the diversity
of knowledge systems.”

These problems are hard to fix. If
one were to approach educators and
tell them to try to resolve the issues
themselves, they will frequently point
to a lack of resources to be able to do
this. Nevertheless, a greater effort
must be made by the educators to
acquire sympathy for the mother
tongue of their students, if different
from their own. The beauty of aca-
demic education is that a majority of it
comes from books that can more easi-
ly be produced in areas with greater
resources. The onus is on many of the
educators in these parts of the world
who are multilingual to produce
orthographical and instructional
material for use in the developing
areas. Given the resource crisis in the
developing world, this is likely to be
one of the most practical solutions.
Children in developing regions have
the thirst for knowledge; we must do
what we can to satiate it.

A breakthrough takes place when
students leave an environment of a
classroom where the objective is to
learn a particular language to an envi-
ronment where they are fully capable
of including everyone in it. By speak-
ing their mother tongue on the cam-

pus, either by choice or subconscious-
ly, they are including everyone else
on the premises into their conversa-
tion and essentially into their friend
circle. This approach of speaking
their mother tongue when they have
the choice to speak in the universal
language may be beneficial not only
from the teaching standpoint, but
also from a social and cultural point of
view. Language is the essence and
identity of culture, and is a major tool
for communication. It is an ideal
medium for exchanging ideas, emo-
tions and feelings. To know your lan-
guage is the key to preserving your
culture. In recent times, the idea of
linguistic and cultural awareness has
increased, thus allowing the mother
tongue to be more culturally accepted.

It’s clear that we must strive to
reform the systems that educate the
youth to further the quality of learn-
ing of a language, not target families
who speak a different language at
home. Destroying culture, diversity
and family comfort, while supplying
a dangerously low level of education
for the sole benefit of the systems
that are °‘educating’ children, is
passed off as acceptable because they
ignore the merits of mother tongue
education. Maintaining and retaining
the languages of ethnic and cultural
groups is critical for the preservation
of cultural heritage and identity.
Using one’s mother tongue at home
will make it easier for speakers to be
more comfortable with their own lin-
guistic and cultural identity.
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Tathagata Roy must go

Don’t spare those who demonise Kashmiris

INALLY, the Prime Minister has spoken. A day after the Supreme

Court lent protection to Kashmiri students, Modi assured during a

BJP rally in Jaipur on Saturday that the fight is not against Kash-
miris and that the people of the Valley are at the receiving end of terror-
ist violence — better late than never. Meanwhile, the apex court yet again
came to the rescue of the people, performing its crucial constitutional
duty of safeguarding citizens from rabid mobs driven by hatred. A
Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi on Friday direct-
ed Chief Secretaries and Directors General of Police of 11 states to pre-
vent incidents of threat, assault and social boycott of Kashmiris. The
court entrusted the safety of Kashmiris with police officers who were
earlier appointed as nodal officers to stop instances of lynching.

The order had a salutary effect. Late on Friday night, the Ministry
of Home Affairs issued an advisory directing all state governments to
ensure the security of people from Jammu and Kashmir. The Univer-
sity Grants Commission, too, asked vice chancellors of all universities
to personally look into the issue of harassment of Kashmiri students.

Since the court has very specifically mentioned ‘social boycott, etc,
against Kashmiris’, action ought to be taken against all those who spread
venom and sought to shun Kashmiris. The sad reality of Indian politics is
that, among those who actively promoted this agenda was a Governor, a
constitutional authority. Meghalaya Governor Tathagata Roy had put out
atweet early last week openly calling for a boycott of everything Kashmiri,
asking people not to visit Kashmir or buy Kashmiri handicrafts. Despite
the Supreme Court order, he has neither removed his tweet nor stopped
his Twitter tirade. In the context of the order, he has committed an offence
and must pay for it. As a person who is blinded by ideology to even see the
difference between terrorists and those desperately trying to defeat terror-
ists, he does not deserve to hold the office of the Governor.

Pak takeover of JeM HQ)

Charade will strip PM Imran Khan of credibility

AKISTAN can easily claim the world record for banning terror-

ist organisations. Ever since 9/11 it hurtled down the road of

proscriptions and has rarely lifted its foot off the pedal. The
problem is that the banned organisations do not remain cowed down
for long. Their leading stars continue to rain down invectives on the
Pakistan army’s enemy of the day, while public prosecutors fail to
press home the charges, leading to courts repeatedly letting off the
hook these terror-cum-charity outfits. Evidence suggests that the ban
serves each time the purpose of getting the monkey off the army’s
back. In the latest replay, Pakistan has banned two terror outfits led
by Hafiz Saeed and its administration took over the Bahawalpur
headquarters of Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) chief Masood Azhar.

Clearly, the problem is in implementation. First banned in 2002, Hafiz
Saeed’s Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and JeM would have been decimated by
now, had there been a determined effort by Pakistan. After the 26/11 Mum-
bai attacks, it again proscribed 16 terror outfits, including the two anti-India
terror outfits. Saeed's principal gunslingers were jailed and it appeared, for
once, that the centrist government of Asif Ali Zardari had got the measure
of the radicals. But two dead public prosecutors later, the trial petered out.
Even the US, which freely indulges in drone hunting of terrorists on Pak-
istani soil, was unable to get at Saeed despite a multi-million bounty.

But Pakistan is under the pump after the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) gave it a three-month deadline to sharpen the implemen-
tation of its anti-terror financing laws. The recent Saudi bailout may
have been the last act of generosity by Pakistan’s all-weather friends.
Its impending blacklisting by the FATF could deter foreign investors
and hinder Pakistan’s access to international markets. The road
ahead for Pakistan is already tough without the distraction of a large
neighbour unveiling all available tools of coercion. As India deter-
minedly tightens the political screws — it has gained access even to
the Organisation of Islamic Countries (OIC) where Pakistan till now
had the field to itself — and leverages its geo-economic charm, PM
Imran Khan may find himself bereft of viable options.

We do better when we work together. Our differences

do matter, but our common humanity matters more. — Bill Clinton

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

Che Tribune.
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Lala Lajpat Rai.

REPLYING to a question by Commander Wedgwood in the House of Commons
Mr. Montagu stated that “Lala Lajpat Rai would not be permitted to come to
England from America at present, but Mr. Montagu would gladly reconsider the
matter when peace was signed.” It is a great pity that an Indian leader of
unquestionable eminence and authority of Lala Lajpat Rai should for months
lie under accusations without being able to have the matter properly investigat-
ed. It will be remembered that Lala Lajpat Rai promptly denied the correctness
of the allegations made against him, allegations, by the way, in which no Indi-
an who knows the Lala could for one single moment believe, though made by
a responsible minister. It will be regretted that through his failure to promptly
investigate the matter, Mr. Montagu has deprived India at an important junc-
ture in her history of the services of one of her most eminent sons.

The Toy Industry in Japan.

THE toy industry in Japan has been developed with marvellous success dur-
ing the war, so much so that the value of the export trade in this material rose
from 750,162 yen in 1908 to 8,421,463 yen in 1917 or by more than ten times.
Before the outbreak of the war the toy industry was considerably improved
and the export to foreign countries was valued at 2% million yen in 1914. In
1915, however, the export increased to 4% million yet, in 1916 to 7% million
yen and in 1917 to 8% million yet. The largest importing country was the
U.S.A. which imported 3% million yen and Australia with one million yen.
Next came China and India with more than half a million yen each. Japan-
ese toys have been popular. England imported toys worth 1% lakhs yen.
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The right to belong

India is withessing a gradual corrosion of citizenship as an idea

1]
SHIV VISVANATHAN

ACADEMIC ASSOCIATED WITH COMPOST HEAP

NE of the most sacrosanct

terms within a modern

democracy is not the idea of

a nation state, or rights, or
therituals of voting but the existence of
citizenship. Citizenship as an idea has
become arid because it projects a
process of certification, an act of cleri-
cal labelling where we forget that itis a
festival of homecoming, a claim to
have a home and right to determine
the idea of one. It creates an ontology of
being, a sense of no longer being alien,
of being confronted as an outsider. The
rituals of incorporating someone as a
citizenship are an empowering act.
Democracy choreographs the vari-
eties of empowerment. Nineteenth
and 21st century democracy enacted
out the drama of citizenship between
refugee, exile, and migrant. The dra-
ma of incorporating these three limi-
nal worlds often produced the cre-
ation myths of democracy.

Yet of late, democracy has taken a
strange turn and its citizens, along
with a security-oriented state, are
whittling away at the idea of citizen-
ship. What was once a celebration of
diversity has become a self-con-
scious whittling away of the rich-
ness of citizenship. It is a world eat-
ing into itself.

One can understand this by looking
at a shopping list of citizenship. It pro-
vides a home, a sense of residence, a
certificate of identity, a feeling of
being and continuity and sense of
membership in alocality. One can dis-
miss these as bourgeois demands, but
bourgeois requirements also embody
a sense of the human and the univer-
sal. Safety, security, and sustainabili-
ty become the hallmarks of citizen-
ship and it is precisely this which we
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TARGETED: Be it the National Register of Citizens or the attacks on innocent
Kashmiris, the question of ‘identity’ is doing the rounds.

Vigilante mobs are taking over the custodianship of citizenship,
transforming it from rights of inclusion to rites of exclusion.

have impoverished over the past two
years of the Modi regime.

A litany of anecdotes can capture
this impoverishment of citizenship. As
one sifts through the archive of suspi-
cion and hostility one realises that the
so-called citizen secure in his identity
can disappear into a parallel world of
the alien, the stranger, the homeless,
the doubly displaced refugee and the
nomad. It is almost as if some status-
es, some claims to the legacy of citizen-
ship are less equal than others. Sadly,
it reveals that citizenship has lost its
bourgeois certainty and become an
Orwellian world of anxiety, loss and
futility. The example is recounted in
every newspaper, but there is no
attempt to connect the dots and read
the social message of the patterns.

After the Pulwama tragedy, an epi-
demic of jingoism has spread across
India. A Kashmiri shawl seller was
thrown off a train. He, like the Tibetan
selling sweaters, is a ubiquitous pres-
ence in winter. Yet, the Kashmiri sell-
er, part of the everyday economy, is
stigmatised as suspect. From a wel-
come salesman, he becomes a securi-
ty threat. An individual, who has no
connection with war, is struck off the

imaginary list of citizenship. Here,
ordinary citizens are witch-hunting
and carrying out inquisitions as part
of the rituals of civic life. Murder is
written off as collateral damage. The
poignancy of the shawl seller is repli-
cated by threats as a Kashmiri doctor,
who has lived for decades in Kolkata,
1s suddenly turned suspect and non-
citizen. Vigilante mobs have been tak-
ing over the custodianship of citizen-
ship and transforming it from rights
of inclusion to rites of exclusion.

The case of the citizens’ register in
Assam provides another epidemic of
horror stories. Here, the national reg-
ister, rather than assuring citizenship,
triggers leakages around certificates.
The clerk becomes the sovereign of
the citizen’s fate and no assurances
that one has stayed for decades helps.
A certificate as testimony becomes
more a modus operandi for exclusion
rather than incorporation. Worse, the
government skews the possibilities
by contending that Hindus and Sikhs
subject to persecution deserve prefer-
ence. The Bengali Muslim loses out in
this battle to the Bengali Hindu. Suf-
fering, which once had a secular,
humanitarian frame, now becomes

an occasion for bias. All these issues
disappear in the confusion of the
great census read of a technical act of
governance. There is little attempt to
read the census as a discourse of vio-
lence. Worse, the power of electoral
politics creates anxieties in numeri-
cally marginal groups, inducing
protests which rarely command
attention. Finally, one faces the
prospect, after all the intricacies of
the survey, that India might have to
intern four million people in refugee
camps as beings who do not belong to
the other side of the border.

The typical citizen is someone who
lives within the formal economics and
politics of civics. But such civics is
becoming exclusive in its availability.
The tribal way of life leads to a lesser
form of citizenship. A tribal without
the sustaining power of nature is
already impoverished. Robbed of his
access to oral language, he becomes
vulnerable but when the court in a
surreal judgment denies him the right
to his forests, it emasculates his citi-
zenship and denies him the entitle-
ment to his knowledge system.

Beyond the indifference of gover-
nance, the idea of our citizenship is
being caught in the cross hairs of the
natural security state, the develop-
ment debate, the battle between
ecologism and human rights, and
worse in a huge world of anxieties
created by majoritarianism, where
electoral democracy becomes a
threat to plural democracy. The
problem is few scholars or activists
are connecting this quilt patch of
incidents to reveal a denudation of
rights. We legitimise ourselves by
arguing that identity politics is
destroying democracy everywhere.
But that is little consolation to the
abandoned citizen stigmatised for
being nomadic, homeless, suspect
or different. The need is to reinvent
citizenship beyond its 19th-century
developments, hospitality and com-
passion. Solidarity must once again
inform the reinvention of citizen-
ship. Otherwise, vulnerability
might become the fate of a majori-
ty of our people.

Not jungle, human raj sucks

MARY PARMAR

HERE was much commotion in

I the jungle. Animals and birds
were taking out a rally. The flut-
tering and screeching of the birds and
the growling, snarling of the animals,
both big and small, echoed in the jun-
gle. The eagle who frequently flew
over the human kingdom had report-
ed that the humans often referred with
contempt to ineffective governance as
‘jungle raj’. This was the reason for
the rally under the leadership of the
cunning vixen, who wanted to show
her importance as well as please their
king, the Lion. How dare the humans
treat the governance of the Lion King
with contempt! ‘Jungle raj’ was better
than ‘human raj’, this was their con-
viction. To reconfirm it, they reached

ECI doing all it can

Refer to ‘Soldiers need user-friendly
system to cast vote’ (Feb 4); the Elec-
tion Commission has extended the
facility of giving an option to the serv-
ice personnel to get themselves regis-
tered as general electors at a peace
station, in addition to the option of
enrolment as service electors at their
native place. To increase their quali-
tative electoral participation, the
commission has created a one-way
Electronically Transmitted Postal
Ballot System (ETPBS). The classifi-
cation of soldiers as ‘service voters’
has been done by the law, not by the
commission. There is no option avail-
able to a service voter to cast the vote
at a polling station. Similarly, as for
proxy voting, a service voter has to
first apply for nomination of proxy in
Form-13E, to be submitted personally
or sent to the Returning Officer. If the
service voter is at his native place, he
can submit the form after getting it
countersigned by a public notary or a
First Class Magistrate. It is not
required to get it countersigned by
the Commanding Officer. The proxy
nominated by the service voter
casts his vote at the polling station
and his vote is not required to be
sent to the service voter for any
countersignature. It won’t be out of
context to mention that as for the
registration of service voters and

the doorstep of his majesty.

The Lion King came out of his den-
castle and pacifying the angry crowd,
said: ‘Calm down, ‘jungle raj’ is very
different from ‘human raj’. In fact, it
is incomparable and much better. We
follow the law of nature, be it the sur-
vival of the fittest. We kill only for our
needs and survival. We have no
greed, we do not hoard and hide. All
creatures of the forest have access to
the wealth of the jungle and accord-
ing to their strength and need, are
free to take it. Our rules are simple
and clear and all understand and fol-
low them. As for humans, their men-
tal horizon is very limited. They are
intolerant of one another. In the
name of region, religion, caste, creed,
wealth etc., the human species Kkill
and destroy one another. Due to their

facilitation of voting for them, the

commission has been taking proac-
tive steps for several years.

NARENDRA N BUTOLIA, PRINCIPAL

SECRETARY, ELECTION COMMISSION

OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

Peddling opinion

Apropos ‘Sting in the tail on the
campaign trail’ (Feb 23); it is
astonishing to what extent social
media posts can go! The recent
successful Operation Karaoke
revealed the names of those
celebrities who manipulated their
posts favouring a certain party
just for grabbing hefty amounts. It
may be a professional engagement
for the beneficiary, but it is like
playing with the minds of their fol-
lowers. Who loses in this game of
social-cum-political outburst? It is
the followers, who are giving up
their own right to choose their
leader. People should follow their
own minds in deciding the future
of this country and not blindly
feed on the views of others.
SHIVANI BANSAL, RAMPURA PHUL

No price for integrity

The Cobrapost investigation of certain
celebrities is the real picture of India’s
collapsed values. It seems that integri-

lust and greed, they commit many
heinous crimes, which we animals
cannot even imagine. They call
themselves intellectuals, yet they do
not know one basic thing, i.e., nature
prevails over each and everyone, and
yet, they are out to destroy nature
with their so-called knowledge.’
Taking a deep growl and licking his
lips he continued, ‘There is no law
and order even in their so-called dem-
ocratic setup of governance, which
they say is the best form of gover-
nance. In all the branches of gover-
nance, everyone has his own axe to
grind, forgetting the common good.
They make rules and regulations, but
with many ifs and buts. Many clauses
and sub-clauses are added to suit and
accommodate the greed of the law-
makers and law-enforcers. Everyone

ty of a person never coincides with the
economic status of a person.
JIWAN KUMAR, BY MAIL

Punjab’s cash credit limit

The news ‘Had settled food account
with banks for CCL’ (Feb 23), attrib-
uted to Dhindsa, former finance min-
ister of Punjab, is incorrect on the
point that the loan was taken by the
state procurement agencies. The loan
i.e.the cash credit limit (CCL)is raised
by the state government with the RBI
in consultation with an SBI-led con-
sortium of 17 banks every procure-
ment season to enable agencies to pro-
cure for the Central pool and defray
the consequent expenditure of pay-
ment to farmers through commission
agents. The agencies perform on a no-
profit-no-loss basis. Any loss or gain is
of the state government, not the agen-
cies. As on March 10, 2017, there was
CCLfood credit gap to the tune of over
Rs 29,000 crore, including interest.
The incumbent government could not
realise in full the procurement cost
from  FCI/Central = Government
against grains delivered, thus, caus-
ing huge financial hiatus between the
value of available stocks and the cor-
responding credit amount. The gov-
ernment should settle the matter with
the Centre, so the state can get rid of
the annual interest of over Rs 3,000

has the freedom to break them and
punitive actions are rare. Theory and
practice differ. The applicability of
rules changes so often that it would
put even a chameleon to shame.

‘So, my dear jungle folks, do not be
upset. We, the creatures of the jungle,
are far more superior to the humans
as far as governance is concerned. We
follow the jungle rules and any breach
of it is fatal. As for the humans, rules
are for fools. Yet, there are many who
live in a fool’s paradise. Perhaps it is
due to these people the human race
has survived and is surviving. Long
live these people and let their tribe
grow,” the Lion concluded.

The jungle crowd was satisfied lis-
tening to the wise words and started
dispersing, wagging their tails and
nodding their heads.

crore on the loan. The source of facts is
the White Paper issued by the govern-
ment in June 2017.

GURMIT SINGH SAINI, MOHALI

Water ban not done

This refers to the ‘Turning the tap
off’ (Feb 23). Using water as a
weapon against terrorism is not a
smart move. Abrogating the Indus
Waters Treaty would set a bad prece-
dent as it would open a Pandora’s
box for India with respect to water
disputes with other nations. Being a
global leader with respect for inter-
national treaties, India should not
retaliate by stooping to the level of
depriving people of the essential nat-
ural resource. It should opt for more
long-term and effective measures.
DIVYA SINGLA, PATIALA

Linking PNRs

Apropos ‘Now, airline-like linked
PNRs for connecting trains’ (Feb
23), it 1s good news for travellers.
The rule stating that a passenger
has to surrender the ticket within
three hours of the actual train
arrival is all right for counter tickets
to control any misuse, but for e-tick-
et it is not understandable, for these
are available in Xerox copies.

ARUNIJIT S BUTALIA, FEROZEPUR CANTT

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit. These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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