My compliment
goes to govern-
ment and also to
the Air Force for
the way they
have carried

out this strike

Lt Gen DS Hooda (Retd)
SURGICAL STRIKE ARCHITECT

DECBARING JEM CHIEF GLOBAL TERRORIST

F

nceto Move

UNSC With More
Info Against Azhar

Dipanjanfay.Chaudhiz y@ti mesgroup.com

New Delhi: France, armed with fresh
information on Jaish e Mohammed
chief Masood Azhai and his family
memberswho areactive inthegroup,
is planningto movea newproposal in
the UN Security Council {UNSC) to
designate the terror mastermind
with support from the Eurepean bloc
inthe UNSC.

ET has lea:'nt that France hasgath-
eredfiresh informationon Azhar and
the role of his family members inthe
group to counter Chinese attempts to
block the JeM chief’s UN listing on the
ground that he is no longer associated
withthe proscribed group ‘Thepiopessl
will be moved m the UNSCston.

France is 1moving as P-3blec in UNSC
with thetwo other members being the
USAand UK. This isbeing backedby
Germany, Poland and Beigiwn -- three
non permanent membets in the UNSC

{rom Exirope.
CHINA Franceislead
BLOCK ing the effort

Iike it did last
week in getting
the UNSCtois-
suea smmtement
condemning
the Pulwama
attack and
naming JeM.
ET has learnt
that Indiaisas
sisting France
to gather evi-
dence on Jaish
chief Russia,
another UNSC
permanent
member. sepa

Last week s
UNSCstatement
on JeM was not
withoutroad-

blocks created ;ﬁyof;?is;geg?
byChinatothe ) “Nsc ef
draft initiated forts to list
by France Masood Azhac

In 2017. the

US, supported by tlie UK and France,
movedaproposalatthe UN's Sanctions
Comnnittee 1267 to ban the chief of the
Pakistan-based terror outfit, butthe
proposal was blocked by China. After
therecent Pulwama attack. China has
again reiterated itsposition.Since 3010,
China has been blockingefforts in tiie
UNSCtolistthedaish chief _

The Balakot JeM facility which the
Indian Air Force targeted in the wee
hours of Tuesday was headed by
Maulana Yousuf Azhar (alias Ustad
Ghouri).brother in law of Azhat.

I.astweek’s UNSC statement on JeM
was not without roadblocks created by
Chinato the draft initiated by France
Beliing objected to the description of
Jaish-e-Mohammed as ‘Pakistan-
based. It has alsodes ired that Jammu
and Kashmir be referred as ‘Indian-
administered’ Kashmir:

OMARABDULLAH
@0marAbduitah

= Anumber of f rsts
from Balakot.. the
irst time air power
hasbeenusedto
str ke inside Pakistan during
peace times...& first time visible,
acknowledged use of force to
preempt a perce ved terror strike

French Support

Franee on Tuesday said it
recognises India’s
legitimacy toensureits
security againstcross-
border terrarism and
asked Pakistantoputan
endtotheoperations of
terrorist groups
established onitsterritory

Pak Opposes
OIC's Invitation

‘toIndia

Islamabad; Pakistan s foreign
minister Shah Mahmood
Quieshisaid on Tuesday that he
has *poken o hisUAE
ocounterpart and “expressed
reservations”’about invitation
© India'sexternal affars

~ ministerSushmaSwarajto
attend the OIC meeting
stheduled later this week Indla
has been invited o the
indugural p enary of the foreign
ministers condave of OICin Abu

Dhabi from March 1ta 2. et
3 |

- Qureshi briefs

Pompeo, Others

Islamabad: Pak stan's fore gn
minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi
spoketo USsearetar y of state
Mike Ponpeoando erforeigl%
d p amatson Tuesdayand
3pprised theinabog the t ine of
Contr?I]“vio!ation"by thelndian
jets Inhis telephonic
sonvaisation withPompeo
Quresh said Indiais“jeopard sing
the peacein South) Asiafor its
poi tical purposesandebcnons i
Radio Pak stanreported Hesaid
tat PaKistan is des rous of peace,
. bt will not compromiseon ts
tetntaria ntegdity.—emi

MEHBOOBA MUFTI
@MehboobaMsifi

Officiat communiqué
by FS ¢ aims terror
training camps were
wantrz: hombed whi e Pak
demed th s & said the planes |
made ahastyjretreat after being
spotted. Hope object ve of both
sides hasbeenserved i

By this heroic
action, IAF has
restored the
prestige and
morale of the
Indian people
and our forces

AK Antony
EX-DEFENCE MINISTER

sive Continues

Support Flowsiis.(
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with Pakistan
inRanblrSingh
Pura sector near
Jammu—Reuters
== ————]
The security
forces, including
BSF. Armyand
IAF, deployed in
border areasof
CETERGELGED e
Punjabhavebeen [Ela s
puton highalert AR
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Briefs Global Powers

Assures nations there

China, Singapore. Bangladesh and

Afghanistan.

Foreign secretary Vijay Gokhale.

IS no intentjion to
escalate the matter

DipanjanRoy Chaudhury
@ti mesgroup com

New Delhi: TheIndian govern-
ment briefed global powers, in-
cludingthe US, Russiaand China,
on Tuesday on the Indian Air
Forcesstrike on JeM-run terror
camps in Pakistan and assured
them there was nointention to es
calate the matter nnd that actions
will betakenin a restrained and
responsible manner
Thegovernmenturgedtheinterna
tional communityto impress upon
Islainabad to dismantle theterror
mirastructureand called on the UN
Security Council members to take
strong action against cross-border
terror ET has learnt that Fereign
Minister Sushima Swaraj helda tel-
ephonic conversation witii US
Secremry.of State Mike Pompeoto
brief himon the airstrikes. She also
spoke with her couiterparts from

besides top secretaries in the
Ministry of External Affairs, niet
the envoys of tlie permanent and
non permanent inembers of the
SecurityCounci as well asrepresen-
tatives of countries from Europe,
Southeast Asia and the Gul fto brief
theinabout the pre-dawn strikes, of-
ficialsinformed BT

ET has learnt that top ME A ofi-
Cials spoke to envoys in the Indian
capital about the operation, which
was targeted against the JeM and
notcivibians It has been learnt that
India has received support, in keep-
ing with the objectiveot g8rnering

SUSHMA CALLS US SECY
Swaral spoke
with US sec
retary of state
Mike Pompeo, and her
counterparts from Chi-
na, Singapore, Bangla-
desh and Afghanistan.

o

themaximumglobalbackinglorthe
couter terrormove.

The government informedthe{sr
eign envoys that “itwas adirect at-
tack with alimited and specificob
Jective, with nocivitian aor military
casualties " The Heads of Miss ions -
will cenvey the inessage to their re-
spective goveriiments. .

“The diplomatic corps feels very
satisfied at the rapid and organised
manner in which the MEA has
briefed all Headsol Missionsaccred-
ited in Delhisimultaneously and by
the highest of thieauthoritieswithin
themlnismy,'' aseniordiplomaticof
ficial told ET, speaking <n cendition
of anonyinity.

It is understood that India has
called on countries to urge
Pakistan to dismantle terror
cawps and infrastructwe It urged
UNSC memnberstotake a strong
position on counter terrorism.
without double standards

Diplomats who spoke on cond it ion
of anonymity indicated thatit was
expectedthat indiawoul dundertake
strong counter terror actions atter
the February 14 Pulwamaatmck, in
which 40CRPFsoldiers wele kiiled.

Since the ‘ncident, India has been
on‘a diplomatic offensive, briefing
ambassadors across continents

DipanjanRay.Chaudhury
@i mesgroup com

New Delhi: Chinaon Tuesdayad
opted anuanced approachafte: the
JAF airstrikes on Jaish-e-
Mohammed camps acioss thel.oC
andjustaheadof the Russia-lndia-

whichit ishostingon Wednesdaw,
China was thefirst country tois
sue a statement ater theairstrikes
evenbeforeits envoy was briefedin
Delhi. Beijing called for restraint
andurgedIndiatocarryout itsfight

tional cooperation.
"I want to say that India and
Pakistan are both important

relationship and coopet ation be-
tween the two serves the interest
of botly the countries and peace
and stability in South Asia,” said
Chingse fereign minlstyy spokes

China RIC) foreignministers meet-

againstterrorismthrough interna-

countries in SouthAsia.A sound

Man ;4 Kang
Over the years, Chinahas ve-
toed India’s requests in the

UnitedNationstodesignate JeM.

chief Maulana Masood Azhar a
global terrorist, and even after
the Pulwama terror attack on
February 14, China stuck 0 its
stand on Azhar China extended
support for the UN Security
Council statement on JeM, with
certain changes to the text.
Foreign minister Sushma Swaraj
willbe visitingChina to pas ticipate
inthe Russia Ind ia China trilateral
meeting. While she is expected to
raise the issue of cross borderter
rorism in her talks with her
Chinese and Russian counterparts
inthe meeting in Wuzhen, thetalks

assumegreater significancein the

wake of Tuesday sairstrikes All
eyes are now on Wednesday's RiC
meet wh:ch will beIndia’s maiden
international outreach afier the
ctress LoCaustrikes

Whilethe USA is yet & issue any
staterment on thealrstrikes, US’ ally
Anstralia came out in Delhi s sup-
port. “India’s fereign secretary has
stated thatIndlahas noiwconducted

ChinaCautious,
Australia Urges Pak
to Act Against Terror

susuwm HEADS TO CHINA
LI Foreignmin-
ster will be

visiting China
a-India-China
She is ex-
pected to ra se ¢ross-
border terrorism issue
with her counterparts

operations targeting terrorist
groupsbased inPakismn.Pakistan
must take urgent and meaningtul
actionagainstterrorist groups in
its territory, including Jaish e-
Mohammed which has claimed
responsibility for the February 14
bombing, and Lashkax-e-Taiba.”
said Austtalian foreign minister
MarisePayné

“Pakistaninustdoeveryth:ngpos
sibleto implementitsownprosciip
tionof Jaishe Mohanmed. Itcan
Ur gesgroupsthelegal and physical
spaceto operate ft om its territory.
Thesestepswouldmakeasubswn
tialconti ibution to easing tensions
and resolving the underlying
cansas of conflict, Paynesaid with
outminci'ng words.

BTV U I D LU U ULV U U U U DA L R T DU O OO S G T

Opposition Backs Government But
Cautious on Pre-Poll Discourse Twists

CL.Manoj@t mesgroud com

New Delhi: Afterjextending fx1il
supportto thegovernment and the
Indian Air Force for the anti ter
ror air strike in Pakistan's
Balakot. Opposition parties have
begun evaluating the potential
fa llout of the high profile strikeon
the Lok Sabha polis less than two
months away. .

| A Congress corecommaittee ineet-
ing willyeview theemergin gpolit i
cal situation on Wednesday morn
ing, manyOpposition parties will
also discuss the post-Pulwama sit-
nation at their joint meeting later
in the day even as they will choose
to go slowon the Trinamool
Congress/I'DP sponsored ‘com-

Rajasthan the ruling party'sre
solve to convert the election cain
paign into an emotive patriotic
discom'se They expect BJP to uin
leash a blitzkrieg—as done by the
Vajpayee regime, post Kargil —to
build up nationalist fervour and

STRONG
SENTIMENT

| Opposition privately
acknowledges itsim-
mediate challenge
would be to tactical-
ty deal with theemo-
tional outpouring

with the emotional outpouring
and work to bring back the focus
~on bread and butter electoralis
~sues such as farm distress, unem
ployment. issues of socially back- -
"wards even while building-
state - wisealliances.

{AFatabriefin gcalled b y theexter-
nal affairs minister All Opposition
leaders congratulated the govern-
mentandlAF and projected nation-
al unity on the is<ue Leaders such
asGhulam Nabi Azad, Bhartruhari
Mahtab, Omar Abdullah, Sitaram
Yechury and D Raja urged the gov-
ernment, “not to let the guard
down " against possible retaliation
and sttessed the govermnent must
ensure "“nationalunity, not whipup
Jingoist feelings and prevent tar-
geting of Kashmiris.™

What many Opposition leaders
wereprivately hoping was however
summed up by Omar Abdullahs

tweet: “For all thoselooking at to-

day's air stries through a poi itical/
electoral prism.it mightbe worth
remembering that PM Vajpayee

mon minlmwn agenda’.

Opposition parties have clearly
1read in Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's post air strike speech in

shield it from incumbency issues.
‘TThe Opposition privately ac-
knowledges 1ts inimediate chal
lenge would be to tactically deal

Determined not to gift an opporiu-
nity to the ruling front to blame it.
the Opposition gave wholesome

_backingtothe governmentand the

went into the 199 elections with nu-
clear tests and victory in Kargilun
der his belt but still only returnedto
power witha coalition.”

Entire Oppn
Stands With
Government

Kumar Anshwman@t mesgroup.com

New Deihi: The entjre opposition
stoed firmly bebind the government
an theairstrikeonter'rorcamps ins.de
Pakistan. and congratulated the
Indian Alr Force for itspieciseatack
an tervor without any civilian casual
ties at anall arty meeting th Tueseay

- Externalaffaitsminis
Externalaf- ter Susinna Swaraj
tarsminis-  bricfedleadetsof oppo-
tersushma Sitionpartiesaloutthe
swaraj’ pre-dawn air strikes:
briefed Home minister
leagersof  FAnath Singh, finance
opposition  minister Arun Jaitley
parties and minister of state

for parliamentary af
fairs Vijay Goel were present 1n the
meeting. Other leaders included
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Praful Patel,
Omar Abdullah, Sitarain Yechuri, D
Raja, PC Gupta, Raindas Athawale,
Naresh Gtijral, S C Misra Derek
O'Brien and Bhartruhari Mahtab .
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KANWAL SIBAL

The Pulwama attack showed that
@akistan bas noredthis warnhg It

has continued to protect JeM chief |

Masood Azhar with China’s support
fiom being designated as an interna
timnal terrorist. besidesalowingHatiz

_Saeed to continue fomenting jihad

ndia s aerial strikes at terrorist
in Po,JX and in Khyber
htunkhwahave significance
any ways India hasover
esome critical self. impased
s in dealingwith Pakistan.
DuringPakistan’s Kargilaggression,
our air force was instructed notto
cross the LoC, framing India’s re-
sponseaspurelyself-defensivewithin
Indian territory The 2016 surgical
strikesacross thel.oC brokethiscuu b
andwarnedPakistanthatthe } oCwill
nolonger be considered sacrosanct.

againstindia. Despite its precarious
firtancial situationand grey listing by
the Financial Action Task fforce
Pakistanhasnotfelt compelled to act
meaningfullyandcrediblvagainstthe
Jihadiorganisations sargetingIndia
Whilehavingthecapacitytostrikeat
terrorist targets in Pakistan, Indian
Jeaders have been unwiiling to use
aerial power because of escalation
concerns Aerial strikes have apuliti
cal resonance different from cross
LoC I:mited operations or fire e x
changes that have actually become
cernmonpiace whether publcised or

not. Air strikes cannotbe ignoted be-
caise an absenceof reaction may en-
courage more strikes and deadlier
ones Useof aerial power by its very
nature is therefore escalatory In

Pakistan’s case, our concerns about
i%s nucleat capability has dissuaded
usfiommkingstrong retaliatory ac
tion Bvusingairpowerinaconmined
manner (o ashieve a limited anti ter

A Warning! LoC May No Longer Be Sacrosanct

rorism objective, we have finallv got
rid of the nuclear ghost in dealing
with Pakistan:

The diplomatic ground for owr ac:
tion hasbeen well prepated By pub-
licly recomnising out rightto self-de-
fence afterPulwama. the US National
Security Adv iserrmade ourresponse
casier At the in tiative of I'ranec.the
UNSecwrity Ceuncithasissuedavery
strong statement condenmning the

2 Pulwama attack and attributingitto

the JeM. Our pastunhappy experi-
ence with the UNSC on Kaslunir has
made usrel uctanteo have the issue ta-
bledatthis forumlesttheproclivityof
member states to beevenhanded b2
tween India and Pakistanand intro-
dncetheelementofhmmnanrightsand
_exercise of restraint blur Pakistan's
culpability China as usual, tried to
. Shield Pakistan but eventually sup-

IN SELFDEFENCE
During Paki-
StansKargil
aggression, our

Alr Force was instructed

not to cross the LoC..

ported the statement,takingintoac
countno doubt the damage its parti-
san position inthe UNSC esuldcause
to India China tres Chinahas,how:
ever, made it knownthatthe reference
tothe JeMdoesnotalteritspositionon
designating him aninternationalter

_ roristby the relevant UN commitlee
Besides this, Gulf ssates like Saudi”
Arabia and the UAE have strongly
condemned the Pulwama attack,
kuowing its linkage to the JeM based
in Paldstan. Indianew intends to put

the ball back once againin Chinas
courtby seekinga sbonglanguageon
terrorism andcondemnation of the
Pulwaina attack in thejoint Russia-
India China communique this week

‘fwo.aspects of our air strikes need
highlighting One, that no Pakistani
military installation or economicas-
set has been attacked. Second, we
seemtohavehadcredibleinformation
that the JeM was planningcar bomb
attacks at places ouwide J&K and we
had brought this to Pakistan’s atten
tion in the past 14 days without
Islamabad mking any action. Which
explains why we are describing o ur
strikes as pre -emptiveagainst ter rer

and are briefing tbe foreign govern-
mens accordinglk Clearly, India is
seeking tocontainthefalloutof itsac
tion, make it more difficult for
Pakistanto respond and putthe onus
on it for anyfurther escalation.

The auther isfer ine forelgn secrefury




