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Navi Mumbai: Diamantaire
Mehul Choksi'snamehascrop-
ped up in suspicious land deals
dating back to 2008 for a Panvel-
based gems and jewellery spe-
cial economic zone (SEZ) that
never got off the ground.
Records show Choksi bou-
ght land for a diamond SEZ in
his own name and a few of his
associates, and not in his com-
pany’s, in violation of SEZ reg-
ulations. Choksiandaides own
25 acres in Panvel worth Rs 300
crore at current market prices.
His company, Gitanjali
Gems Ltd (GGL), was to buy
the land in two Panvel villag-
es that fell in the green zone
then, with the stated purpose
of setting up an SEZ. Panvel
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tehsildar’s office is investi-
gating thecase.

Documents, copies of
whicharewith TOI, show that
GGL had applied for the SEZ
on 25 acres of land before Ma-
lini Shankar, the then devel-
opment commissioner{ indus-
tries), in Chirvatand Sangurli
villages in 2008 under Mum-

 Mehul Choksi bought
land for a diamond
_ SEZin his own name
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bai Tenancy and Agricultural
Land Act1948. The two villag-
es then fell inthe green zone.
The order came with three
riders. One, GGL had toobtain
permission from the planning
department and MMRDA to
convert the green zone land in
the two villages for bona fide
industrial use. Accordingly,
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GGL had submitted an affida-
vit. Two, the land was to be pur-
chased within two vears, and
three put to industrial use
within five years from the or-
der date, March 31, 2008. Else,
theland owners would have the
right to repurchase the land at
the same purchase price. The
land is vet to be returned to the
original owners though.

On May 4, 2017, Vikas Jain,
the then development com-
missioner (industries), can-
celled the purchase order, cit-
ing that the Central govern-
ment had withdrawn the per-
mission granted for the SEZ
using the sunset clause. GGL
twice represented the case be-
fore the development commis-
sioner (industries)on Aprills
and 24, 2007. Lack of progress
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Revealed: A Z300cr Choksi land scam

Diamantaire, Aides Bought 25 Acres For Diamond SEZ That Never Took Off

in submissions, though, final-
Iy led to cancellation of the
land purchase order.

Vinod Lachake, Panvel teh-
sildar office senior clerk, said,
“The SEZ land purchase and
cancellation orders have been
received from the Raigad col-
lector. Nowhere is GGL men-
tioned or represented by Chok-
siin the 7/12 land extracts.” A
7/12 document is an extract
from the land register which
gives details abouta plot.

Activist Santosh Thakur
said, “The green zone villages
were denotified around 2012."
RTI activist Bharat Jadhav
said, “People do not even
know that a gems SEZ was to
come up here. Theirland were
purchased at throwaway pric-
eswithagentsas middlemen.™
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Twitter execs to face House panel for ‘bias’

Times News Network

New Delhi: TwitterIndiahas
been called before Parlia-
ment'sstanding committee on
information technology in
what is being seen as a re
sponse to concerns over fake
newsandrepresentationsthat
the platform has been proac-
tive in shutting down pro-BJP
andright-wing handles.

The complaint of politi-
calbias against Twitter India
hasbeenaired by several BJP
and right-wing social media
users with Delhi BJP spokes-
person Tajinder Bagga orga-
nising a protest against the
platform. Right-wing han-
dles have accused Twitter In-
dia officials of bias against
PM Narendra Modi, digging
out tweets that they sav dis-

Committee sources said
the panel will examine a
rangeof issues, including the
problems of fake news, par-
ticularly in the run-up to Lok
Sabha elections. BJP spokes-
persons have often com-
plained that the social media
site is slack when it comes to
acting against abusive beha-
viourof their political rivals,
while being quick to suspend
right-wing accounts.

Social media companies
have been in touch with the

Complaints of political bias against Twitter India
have been aired by BJP and right-wing social media
users. Twitter India officials have been accused of
bias against PM Modi, with users digging out
tweets that they say display anti-BJP orientation

guidelines are being worked
out, but the committee is
keentoexamine how Twitter
India is dealing with com-
plaints of bias and fake
news. The panel would like
to be informed of the techno-
logical tools used to detect
and filter such comment and
how the firm deals with alle-
gations of bias.

Right-wing handles have
complained that the number
of their followers Auctuates
and they are sometimes un-

curatelv. The interaction will
take place on February1l.
There have, however, been
similar complaints from oth-
er users who feel Twitter is
unfair to their points of view,
There was a controversy dur-
ing a the recent visit of
Twitter CEQ Jack Dorsey to
India when he was photo
graphed posing with a plac-
ard allegedly bashing the
“Brahmin community”. The
poster was given to him dur-
ing an interaction with jour-

Kerala church
issues rules to
curb sex abuse

Kochi: The Kerala Catholic
Bishops Council has issued gui-
delines to protect minors and
adults in church-run institu-
tions from any form of sexual

abuse. Theguidelines, issued in

the wake of several priests and
bishops facing sexual assault
charges, has proposed “strict
action™ against offenders.
Though thedocumenttitled
KCBC Guidelines for Safe Envi-
ronment Programme was is-
sued last year, it entered public
domain recently. On January
11, TOI had reported on Syro
Malabar church’'s decision to
implement the norms. These
also mooted a mechanism to
address false accusations

against the clergy, employees

Going abroad for
studies? You may’ve
to register with govt

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Indian stu-
dents looking to study
abroad may soon have to
register with the govern-
ment before they take that
flight to their destination of
choice for higher studies.
The proposal isa partof the
draft Emigration Bill 2019
which the ministry of ex-
ternal affairs (MEA Ywill in-
troduce in Parliament once
it has completed the proc-
ess of feedback which it is
seeking fromthe public.

Official sources said
though the bill 1s out in the
public domain since Janu-
ary 9, it is not yet final and,
depending upon public
feedback, several changes
could be made. The process
of registration/intimation
by students isunlikely to be
cumbersome as it will be
doneonline, said officials.

“The Bill makes manda-
tory registration/intimati-
on of all categories of Indi-
an nationalsproceeding for
overseas employment as
well as students pursuing
studies abroad. Registra-
tion/intimation is pro-
posed tobe technology/dig-
ital platformdrivenso asto
keep emigration a swift, ef-
ficient and hassle-free
process,” saystheproposed
bill, adding that necessary
provisions have been in-
corporated to exempt cer-
tain categories in this re-
gard on a need basis.

India had this year made
similar registration manda-
tory for those seeking work
in 18 countries — UAE, Afl-
ghanistan, Bahrain, Indo-
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IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Sudan, South Sudan, Syria,
Thailand, and Yemen.

According to the govern-
ment, mandatory registra-
tion/ intimation by students
and Indian nationals work-
ing abroad are aimed at as-
sisting them in times of dis-
tress and emergency and
putting in place an “effective
emigration management
framework”. Thebill, itsays,
aims at optimum utilisation
of existing resources and
manpower than creating
new elaborate structures.

The bill further makes
mandatory registration of
recruitment and student
enrolment agencies and al-
s0 includes provision for
their rating. “Sub-agents
working with recruitment
agencies have also been
brought under the ambit of
proposed bill,” it says.

The government is
looking to create with the
bill an Emigration Man-
agement Authority (EMA).
Itproposes that the EMA be
led by a secretary-level offi-
cer from MEA, the nodal
ministry for all emigration
related matters, and have
representatives also from
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Officer under
CBlI lens for
Bofors parts
found dead

MNaveen & Siddharth Pandey | Tin

Bhopal/Jabalpur: A junior
works manager of Gun Car-
riage Factory (GCF) Jabalpur,
whowasmissing since January
17, was found dead in a deserted
areaof thecityonTuesday.

Sarada Charan Khatua had
vanished a week after being
guestioned by CBI in connec-
tion with the alleged supply
and use of Chinese parts in in-
digenised Boforsguns. His bad-
ly decomposed body was found
ina deserted region in Sector 2
near the ordnance factory.

It's strange that the body
lay rotting and no one noticed
despite a missing person’'s
complaint being active for 19
days. A local resident grew
suspicious about Khatua's
abandoned car on Tuesday
and called police, who then
found the body:

Khatua's family members
allege he wasmurdered as part
of a conspiracy, but police be-
lisve he committed suicide.
Khatua'’s wife Mousumi is in
shock and in no condition to
speak. Her brother Manas
Behera, aSupreme Courtadvo-
cate, said: “He has been mur-
dered by the Kingpin of the
syndicate. His head has been
mutilated. Some people, who
were threatening my sister
should be suspended. 1 have
tweeted to PMO, seeking im-
mediate intervention.”

Behera accused a senior
CF officer of harassing Kha-
tua and pushing him into se-
vere depression. Jabalpur SP
Amit Kumartold TOI that they
have sent the body for postmor-
tem. “We found a blade near
the spot and it seems he com-

playan anti-BJPorientation. Election Commission and abletotrack theirretweetsac- nalists and activists. : associated with the church. tin nesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, MHAand HRDministries. mitted suicide,” he said.
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