
#70929

DELHI THE HINDU 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 20198
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

CM
YK

A ND-NDE

EDITORIAL

T.P. Sreenivasan 

T
he  diff��erences  between  the
Kerala  and  Central  govern­
ments over the denial of ex­

ternal  assistance  to  rebuild  the
State after  the devastating fl��oods
of August last year surfaced again
last  month,  in  the  Kerala  Gover­
nor’s policy speech in the Assemb­
ly  as  well  as  the  statements  of  a
Kerala Minister at the Pravasi Bha­
ratiya Divas in Varanasi. Governor
Justice P. Sathasivam had said that
the  Kerala  government  had  re­
quested the Centre to enhance its
borrowing limit to mobilise addi­
tional resources for rebuilding the
fl��ood­hit State. “We are still await­
ing a favourable response from the
Central  government  in  this  re­
gard,” he added. Minister K.T.  Ja­
leel, who represented Kerala at the
conclave, complained that he was
not  allowed  to  raise  the  issue
there.  The  bitterness  over  the
fl��ood money still persists.

Competitive  federalism,  in  the
context of interaction with foreign
countries, promoted by Prime Mi­
nister Narendra Modi, has proved
to be a double­edged sword. Kera­
la Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
now  stands  accused  of  violating
rules regarding the seeking of fo­
reign  assistance.  He remains  un­
clear on how to  make up  for  the
shortfall,  of  several  crores.  The
Central  government  is  unable  to
provide the funds while Kerala has
been  stopped  in  its  tracks  from

seeking  resources  from  abroad,
either from the Kerala diaspora or
from  friendly  foreign
governments.

The present situation is a result
of  a  series  of  errors  of  judgment
and  misunderstandings  on  both
sides.  Mutual  political  suspicion
and a  lack of appreciation of  the
complexities  of  the  international
situation  have  brought  about  a
confrontation. The Chief Minister
may  have  even  made  diplomatic
and tactical misjudgments.

Diplomatic trajectory
India had no qualms about receiv­
ing foreign assistance for disaster
management till 2004. But when
India’s  aspiration  for  permanent
membership  of  the  UN  Security
Council  met  with  strong  resis­
tance, New Delhi hit upon the idea
of forcing a vote in the General As­
sembly. The game plan was to se­
cure  a  two­thirds  majority  and
then attempt to embarrass the per­
manent members into supporting
the  expansion  of  the  Security
Council.  The  two  false  presump­
tions  were  that  India  would  win
the required number of votes and
that  the  Security  Council  would
wilt under pressure from the Gen­
eral  Assembly.  In  fact,  many  As­
sembly members were opposed to
the veto even for the existing per­
manent members and had no in­
terest in creating more permanent
members with veto. India thought
that  it could  win  over  the  other
countries if it was seen to be help­
ing  them  in  emergencies  rather
than seeking such assistance for it­
self. 

The  tsunami  of  2004  and  the
threat  of  piracy  in  the  Indian
Ocean  provided  India  an  oppor­

tunity to test its new posture. Eve­
rybody was grateful, but  it made
no  diff��erence  to  India’s  claim  to
permanent  membership.  There
were other factors too which mili­
tated  against  India’s  claim.  The
Modi government decided, howev­
er, to lay down the rules regarding
foreign assistance in order to bring
some clarity to the situation.

The  rules,  which  were  framed
in 2016, clarifi��ed that India would
not  solicit  any  assistance but
would  receive  relief  assistance,
even  as  cash,  from  individuals,
charitable institutions and founda­
tions. If cash were to be off��ered bi­
laterally by foreign governments,
the  matter  would  be  considered
on a case­by­case basis. Even be­
fore the extent of the damage was
fully known, I had urged the Cen­
tral  government  in  early  August
2018  to  make  a  suitable  amend­
ment to the rule as the damage in
Kerala was beyond the capacity to
handle it. Needless to say, nobody
responded at that stage.

The UAE’s off��er
The saga of the off��er by the United
Arab  Emirates  (UAE)  began  well
when  the  Prime  Minister was  in­
formed by the UAE authorities that
relief assistance was being put to­
gether as a special gesture, which

the  Prime  Minister  reciprocated
with a warm reply of gratitude. But
the  Kerala  Chief  Minister’s  an­
nouncement  that  the UAE would
provide ₹��700 crore, made on the
same  day  as  the  Central  govern­
ment’s announcement of a provi­
sion of ₹��500 crore, opened a Pan­
dora’s box. It appeared as though
the UAE was more generous than
New Delhi was to Kerala and that
the  Central  government  was  not
empathetic  to  Kerala’s  plight  be­
cause  of  political  considerations.
Moreover, the source of the infor­
mation was supposed to have been
an  Indian  businessman  in  the
UAE. An embarrassed UAE govern­
ment  then  asked  its  Ambassador
in  New  Delhi  to  deny  that  there
was  any  specifi��c  off��er  of  ₹��700
crore. 

An  immediate  consequence
was a reluctance by other govern­
ments to make any off��er of bilater­
al assistance. No one could answer
the question  whether  any  off��er
from other governments would be
accepted. When the Thai Ambas­
sador  in Delhi was  stopped  from
being at a ceremony to hand over
relief  goods  to  an  Indian  offi��cial,
the world was convinced that In­
dia  would  not  accept  resources.
The  issue  was  politicised  as  one
between the Bharatiya Janata Par­
ty and the ruling CPI(M) in Kerala.

It was against this backdrop that
Kerala put forward an unwise pro­
posal  to  despatch  its  Ministers
abroad to collect donations. This
was unacceptable in the context of
the policy that had crystallised af­
ter  the  fl��oods  in  Kerala  and  the
Central  Government  having  re­
fused  permission  for  Ministers
other  than  the  Chief  Minister  to
travel to countries. Apart from the

ignominy  of  soliciting  donations,
there was a clear likelihood of re­
ceiving very  little by way of cash
donations. The possibility of loans
from  the  International  Monetary
Fund and the World Bank became
distant  as  the  Centre  refused  to
raise the limits on loans from these
global  organisations  that  a  State
government could take. The emer­
gence  of  the  Sabarimala  crisis
further  eroded  the  credibility  of
the  State  Government  and  much
of  the  empathy  over  the  fl��ood
damage was also lost. 

The Prime Minister had always
maintained that marshalling of re­
sources is the responsibility of the
Union  government  according  to
the Constitution. Now the only op­
tion  before  Kerala  is  to  demand
more funding from the Centre to
make up the shortfall. Undoubted­
ly, the situation is a tragedy of er­
rors caused by an inadequate fami­
liarity  with  decision  making  and
the  complexity  of  international
relations.

India is a federal state, but un­
itary  in  nature  when  it  comes  to
national security and foreign poli­
cy.  Individual  States  may  have
some  advantages  in  dealing  with
some countries in their neighbour­
hood, but they will do well not to
transgress  the  thin  line  when  it
comes  to managing  international
relations. Now  it will  take  longer
for trust to be established to have
competitive  federalism  work
again.

T.P. Sreenivasan, a former diplomat, is
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A series of unfortunate missteps
Fixing the federal fallout of the Kerala fl��ood relief funding row requires care 
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T
he Government of India has
reportedly  suppressed  its
own data on current employ­

ment,  or  rather  job  loss,  in  the
country. It has, thereby, compro­
mised  the  autonomy  and  the
standing of the National Statistical
Commission. This is the latest in­
stalment in the rather sordid story
of  institutional  decay  in  India,
overseen by the leaders of the Bha­
ratiya  Janata  Party  (BJP).  This  is
not  to  suggest  that  previous  go­
vernments did not undermine in­
stitutions. The internal Emergen­
cy  imposed on  the country  from
1975 to 1977 initiated the process.
The government tried to tame bu­
reaucrats  as  well  as  the  highest
court in the land. Postings and ap­
pointments  were  manipulated  to
suit  the  ruling  dispensation.  The
BJP  government  has,  however,
earned the dubious distinction of
sabotaging the autonomy of sever­
al  political  institutions  in  rapid
succession. 

Necessary checks
Institutional decay occasions wor­
ry because it aff��ects ordinary citi­
zens  in  disastrous  ways.  All  go­
vernments, even those which have
been  democratically  elected,  be­
tray  an  inexorable  will  to  power.
Expectedly, expansion of govern­
ment power violates constitution­
al rights to freedom, equality and
justice. The only way citizens can
be protected against any arbitrary
and unlawful exercise of power is
by  limiting  the  power  of  govern­
ment.  Liberal  democrats,  always
sceptical of state power, have tried
to contain dramatic surges of pow­

er by charting out of constitutions
and  institutional  design.  Institu­
tions,  as  the  embodiment  of  for­
mal and informal rules, assure citi­
zens  that  the  government
exercises  power  according  to
some norms that enable as well as
regulate state capacity.

This  makes  for  good  political
sense  when  we  remember  that
most human activity is structured
by systems of rules — take the intri­
cate and rule­bound game of chess
or  cricket.  Relationships,  house­
holds,  the  economy,  society,  the
games  we  play  and  do  not  play
take place and develop within the
framework of rules. Human beings
are social, but we cannot be social
unless we know what is expected
of us, and what we should do or
not do. Without rules that govern
relationships  —  for  example,  the
norm that friendship is based on
trust—  we  will  not  know  what  is
worthwhile and what is not, what
is preferable and what should be
avoided, and what is appropriate
and what is expedient. 

The  Canadian  political  philo­
sopher Charles Taylor has argued
in his famous work, Sources of the
Self (1989), that institutions embo­
dy  ‘strong evaluations’. We  learn
to discriminate between right and
wrong,  better  and  worse,  and
higher  and  lower.  These  evalua­
tions  are  not  judged  subjectively
by  our  own  desires  or  impulses.
Institutions, which stand indepen­
dently of us, give us standards that
allow  us  to  evaluate.  Following
Taylor, we can rightly wonder why
political  power  should  be  exer­
cised, implemented and executed
without rules. Assertions of politi­
cal power adversely aff��ect our in­
terests  and  our  projects.  We
should  be  in  a  position  to  judge
when this power is exercised fairly
or unfairly. Rules in a democracy
assure  us  that  justice  is  synony­
mous with fairness. 

Moreover,  rules  make  our
worlds predictable. We know what
the boundaries of the freedom of
expression are, we know that if the
police  arrests  us  tomorrow,  we
have the right to appoint a lawyer
and appeal to the judiciary. With­
out institutions and rules our life
would  be  chancy,  unpredictable
and  fi��ckle.  We  would  inhabit  a
space empty of certainties, expec­
tations,  aspirations  and  evalua­
tions. 

Rules, not whims 
In a democracy, individuals are go­
verned by institutions, and not by
men. If we do not live in an institu­
tional universe, we will be at  the
mercy  of  capricious  individuals.
Democrats would rather be admi­
nistered  by  a  system  of  rules  we
can  scrutinise  and  evaluate.  Of
course, rules can be, and are, un­
fair.  But  at  least  we  can  struggle
against  rules.  We  do  not  have  to
commit murders to get the ruling
dispensation  out  of  power.  We
might have to carry out a thousand
peaceful  demonstrations,  ap­
proach the courts, lobby our legis­
lative representatives, engage in ci­
vil disobedience, or withhold our
vote.  In  a  world  stamped  by  the
decline of institutions and the ex­
ercise of arbitrary power, the only
way  to  dislodge  a  government  is
through violence. 

The  present  government  has
tampered with institutions by ap­

pointing  its  own  people  to  posi­
tions of authority, and by using the
Enforcement Directorate, Income
Tax  authorities,  the  Central  Bu­
reau of Investigation and the pol­
ice as bulldozers to fl��atten out any
site of opposition. In civil society,
human  rights  organisations  have
been  pulverised  by  blockage  of
funds,  raids  and  arrests.  The
shameful  way  in  which  human
rights activists have been incarcer­
ated without a shred of evidence
testifi��es  to  the  subversion  of  the
rule of law. The ultimate aim of go­
vernment action is to dismantle in­
stitutions,  and  the  delicate  rela­
tionship  of  checks  and  balances
among  them.  This  bodes  ill  for
democracy.

The  development  contravenes
the spirit of the freedom struggle.
As far back as the 1928 Motilal Neh­
ru constitutional draft, the leader­
ship  of  the  national  movement
opted  for  constitutionalism  to
abridge unpredictable use of pow­
er,  and  grant  basic  rights  to  citi­
zens. On November 4, 1948, B.R.
Ambedkar,  responding  to  criti­
cism  of  the  draft  Constitution  in
the  Constituent  Assembly,  clari­
fi��ed that the Constitution provided
but a framework for future govern­
ments. But: “If things go wrong un­
der the new Constitution, the rea­
son will not be that we have a bad
constitution. What we will have to
say is that Man was vile.” The In­
dian Constitution established ma­
jor  political  institutions,  Parlia­
ment, executive and the judiciary,
laid out the relationship between
them, provided for judicial review,
and  codifi��ed  political  and  civil
rights.  The  constitutional  frame­
work  does  not  provide  thick  or
substantive  conceptions  of  how
we  shall  think,  and  in  what  we
shall believe. It provides us with a
thin  framework  that  guarantees
constitutional morality, or respect
for the Constitution as the basis of

political life. 
Today the ruling party wants to

legislate a thick conception of the
good.  We  are  instructed  to  wor­
ship the nation, respect  the cow,
glorify  the  coercive  arm  of  the
state, and listen on bended knees
to leaders. Frankly the discourse is
reminiscent of the naïve, and often
crude, nationalist scripts authored
and acted out by the fi��lm star Ma­
noj  Kumar  in  the  1960s.  We  can
avoid  watching  his  fi��lms  without
fear of harassment, but we cannot
defy the government without be­
ing  abused  and  subjected  to  vio­
lence of the pen and tongue. 

Upending the balance
The government arrests civil socie­
ty activists who engage with poli­
cy, and vigilante groups attack in­
dividuals  who  dare  transport
cattle, legitimately, from one part
of  India  to  another.  Immediately
the sympathies of  the police and
magistrates, some sections of the
media  and  public  opinion  swing
towards  the  perpetrator,  not  the
victim.  The  leaders  of  our  ruling
dispensation seem to have no res­
pect for the rule of law, nor for the
rules  that  regulate  speech  in  pu­
blic spaces. 

Ultimately  institutionalised
power that is subject to regulation,
and that can withstand the scruti­
ny of the political public, is meant
to protect citizens. Unfortunately,
in  the  India  of  today  institutions
are  used  to  protect  the  ruling
class, and its sins of omission and
commission. The people who rule
us should know that when the re­
lationship  between  citizens  and
the state is governed not by institu­
tions  but  by  individuals,  politics
takes  to  the  streets.  And  then  a
thousand revolts happen. We pay
heavily for institutional decline. 

Neera Chandhoke is a former Professor of

Political Science at Delhi University

Cracks in the framework
With the systematic weakening of institutions, the government risks pushing all resistance to the streets 
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Stand­off�� in Kolkata
It is a moot question
whether West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
can save the country and
the Constitution by
preventing a
constitutionally established
Central agency from doing
its duty (Page 1,
“Opposition leaders call on
Mamata, back her protest”,
February 5). Ms. Banerjee
has been elected by the
people of West Bengal to
govern the State and not to
sit in dharna in the heart of
Kolkata. If she thinks that
her police chief, who is
allegedly involved in a
major scam, is above board,
then she must fi��ght it out
not in the streets but in the

country’s top court. The
blank endorsement to her
stir from political fi��gures
who themselves were/are
associated with major
scams would lend credence
to the BJP’s line that the
political parties supporting
Ms. Banerjee are an alliance
of the corrupt. Ms.
Banerjee must ask her
police chief to face the
investigation until his
innocence is proved.
Kangayam R. Narasimhan,

Chennai

■ The timing of the CBI’s
action certainly leads to the
perception that all this has
been planned with the
general election in view. The
Central government’s anti­

corruption stance is fl��awed
as there seems to be no
action being taken against
those associated with the
ruling party and who face
allegations of corruption.In
Tamil Nadu, the BJP is seen
to be supporting a party
perceived to be corrupt. If
the Prime Minister wants to
prove that he is serious about
going after the corrupt, he
must demonstrate that it is
being done without any
political bias.
S. Bala,

Coimbatore

A distressing cycle
It is disheartening to note the
diffi��culties being faced by
those left out of the draft
National Register of Citizens

in trying to prove their
citizenship (Editorial page,
“A national register of
exclusion”, February 5).
Although the exercise is an
essential part of the
commitment to the people of
Assam, as a part of the
Assam Accord, it merits a
more humane approach. The
account amply illustrates
how the marginalised are left
to fend for themselves amid
bureaucratic ineffi��ciencies
and procedural complexities.
It is imperative that there be
course corrections;
otherwise the exercise runs
the risk of fuelling a parallel
movement against the state
by those being victimised
now. And if this happens, it
would only heighten unrest

Cousins who said, “Drugs are
not always necessary. Belief
in recovery always is.” The
answer to cancer is: Never
give up, fi��ght back. Greater
awareness and early
interventions are much
needed to tackle the disease
(Chennai, “Media should
improve public
understanding of cancer: N.
Ram”, February 5). 
T.S. Karthik,

Chennai

in the already disturbed
Northeast.
Yogesh Aggarwal,

New Delhi

Fighting cancer
One needs to express deep
appreciation to cancer
survivors, those who are
bravely fi��ghting the disease
and also the medical
fraternity. It is a combination
of medicine, the fi��ghting
spirit and the never­say­die
attitude which will aid them
in recovery. It was Norman
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S
tart­ups troubled by the so­called angel tax may

soon receive some concession  from the govern­

ment. On Monday, the Centre set up a fi��ve­mem­

ber working committee to look into revising the norms

of the angel tax imposed on start­ups. The tax, which

was fi��rst introduced in 2012 to curb money­laundering

through the sale of shares of private unlisted companies

at bloated prices, has caused a  lot of anguish among

start­up investors in the country. Start­up owners have

complained that income tax offi��cials have asked many

start­ups to cough up money when they try to attract

capital into their entities by issuing new shares. For its

part,  the  IT  department  fears  that  start­ups  may  be

used as convenient tools to launder illegally acquired

money,  so  a  tax  on  investments  beyond  a  certain

threshold is necessary to deter such shady operations.

But while the intent of such an angel tax may be justifi��a­

ble, the arbitrary nature of it means the cost of unin­

tended  consequences  could  be  larger  than  the  sup­

posed  benefi��ts.  In  trying  to  curb  money­laundering,

Section 56(2)(viib) of the Indian Income Tax Act, 1961

gives income tax offi��cials a free hand to harass even ge­

nuine start­ups looking to raise investments for their

growth. Under the Act, the IT department is free to ar­

bitrarily decide the fair value of a company’s share and

tax start­ups if the price at which their new shares are

sold to investors is higher than the fair value of these

shares. The broad­brush tax on all investments means

an unnecessary cost is imposed on the wider start­up

community simply because of the lack of better means

at the government’s disposal to tackle black money.

The  committee  set  up  by  the  government  will,

among  other  things,  consider  raising  the  threshold

beyond which new investments into start­ups will be

taxed. It is expected that start­ups with aggregate paid­

up share capital and share premium of  less than ₹��25

crore, against the previous threshold of only ₹��10 crore,

will not be taxed while attracting new investment. This

would defi��nitely make life easier to a certain extent for

angel investors and start­ups. But it will not address the

real problem with the angel tax, which has to do with

the unbridled power that it vests in the hands of the in­

come tax authorities.  Investors,  foreign or domestic,

may become wary of investing in new ideas when they

are taxed while risking money on untested ventures. So

the government should look to withdraw the angel tax

and focus instead on building the capability to better

identify and rein in illegal wealth. Otherwise it risks kill­

ing the nascent start­up ecosystem in the country.

Timely review
The very idea of an ‘angel tax’ 

on start­ups must be reconsidered 

I
n  its  ostensibly  even­handed  intervention  in  the

stand­off�� between the Central and West Bengal go­

vernments over the manner of investigation of the

Saradha Chit Fund case, the Supreme Court has de­es­

calated political tensions, at least for now. The decision

allowed both sides in the face­off�� to claim “moral victo­

ry” — even if it was West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee who was forced to climb down from the ag­

gressive posture she took in denying the Central Bureau

of Investigation room to question Kolkata Police Com­

missioner Rajeev Kumar. However, while ordering him

to  cooperate  with  the  CBI  in  “neutral”  Shillong,  the

Court restrained the CBI from taking any coercive ac­

tion against Mr. Kumar. The Police Commissioner and

his  Special  Investigation  Team  investigating  the  chit

fund case had been served a number of notices to ap­

pear before the CBI before it sent a team to his house in

Kolkata. While Ms. Banerjee may have reason to believe

that  the  timing of  the CBI’s operation was politically

motivated, her government’s response — manhandling

and detaining the CBI offi��cials — was shocking and inex­

cusable. In the polarised political atmosphere, her bel­

ligerence  expectedly  secured  the  backing  of  a  large

number of Opposition parties, and even had the Con­

gress rally around her during an impromptu sit­in prot­

est. However, in attempting to obstruct the CBI action

in  a  court­ordered  investigation,  Ms.  Banerjee  once

again demonstrated that she  is prone to taking argu­

ments over administrative procedures to the streets. A

decade ago, she burnished her credentials as the Oppo­

sition leader who would dethrone the Left Front com­

bine in West Bengal with her agitation over the Singur

land  acquisition.  But  her  attempt  now  to  bring  the

State, where she heads the government, to a grinding

halt speaks poorly of her political maturity. Ms. Baner­

jee is free to read political motives into the actions of a

Central agency — but she must conduct that fi��ght polit­

ically and by heeding her responsibilities as a Chief Mi­

nister. To hold a dharna in aid of an offi��cer who is re­

quired for questioning does her no credit.

There are bound to be questions whether this matter

should have been escalated to such an unpleasant level.

The CBI says there was no proper response to the ear­

lier summonses it sent to the Police Commissioner, and

alleges that he could have destroyed evidence that was

initially gathered by the Special Investigation Team that

he had supervised in the initial stage of the probe. But it

is doubtful whether descending on a senior offi��cer’s re­

sidence on a Sunday evening with a large team of offi��c­

ers was the right course of action for the CBI, as it was

liable  to  be  interpreted  as  a  high­handed  attempt  to

browbeat and embarrass the State government. The on­

ly way the CBI can escape this impression is by showing

that it was justifi��ed in demanding the questioning of Mr.

Kumar and establishing proof of its suspicions about his

role in covering up the scam. 

Unedifying episode
The Supreme Court has defused the situation, 

but concerns remain over stand­off�� in Kolkata 

corrections & clarifications: 

“India rises to No. 2”, said a Sports page (Feb. 5, 2019) heading.
It was erroneous because India was already at No. 2  in the ODI
ranking. To say that it rose to No. 2 is wrong. It would have been ap­
propriate to say “India remains at No. 2.”

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300;

E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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Israel last night [Feb. 4] fl��atly rejected the ideas of President
Nasser for a solution of the West Asia confl��ict as “a plan for li­
quidating Israel in two stages.” The fi��rst offi��cial reaction to Pre­
sident Nasser’s interview with ‘Newsweek’ magazine this week
came in a statement from the Israeli Foreign Minister, Mr Abba
Eban, who said: “The solution put forward by Nasser is this –
fi��rst, Israel is to withdraw to the previous armistice lines with
the Egyptian troops and Air Force reoccupying Sinai. Then,
with Egyptian support, the so­called ‘resistance fi��ghters’ will
move to  liberate  their homeland.” Eban said  the continued
presence of Israel at Sharm el Sheikh, at the southern tip of Si­
nai, was necessary to ensure Israel free access to the sea. Mr.
Eban said Israel would to be guarded against any further clo­
sure by President Nasser of the Straits of Tiran at the entrance
of the Gulf of Aqaba which leads to the Israeli port of Eilat. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 6, 1969

Israel rejects Nasser’s plan
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FROM ARCHIVES

Reports have been received of a number of public meetings
from all parts of the country protesting against the introduc­
tion of Rowlatt Bills in the Imperial Legislative Council. [At the
Imperial Council in New Delhi on February 5] ­ Notice of the
following further amendments to the Rowlatt Bills has been gi­
ven in addition to the one already given by Mr. Patel. Mr. Su­
rendra Nath Banerjee will move that in the motion for refer­
ring the Bill to a select committee for the words “on or before
the 6th of March 1919”, the words “within six weeks after the
passing in Parliament of the Reform Bill to be introduced to
give eff��ect to the Montagu­Chelmsford report”, be substituted.
Mr. K.K. Chanda will move that the motion for referring the
Bill to a select committee do stand over till the Simla Session of
the Council. He will also move that the Select Committee do
report to the Council during the Simla Session. [At the Bombay
Congress Committee] ­ The Council of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee have passed a resolution emphatically
protesting  against  the  introduction  of  the  Criminal  Law
Amendment Bills which propose to give unheard of powers of
most dangerous description involving unwarrantable and un­
necessary interference with the people's fundamental rights. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 6, 1919

The Coercion Bills. The Country’s Protest.
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DATA POINT

Napoleon complex
Psychology

Also known as the short man syndrome, this refers to the con­
troversial idea that short people suff��er from a sort of inferior­
ity complex that causes them to compensate for their short
stature through other means of aggressive behaviour. The Na­
poleon complex  is named after French emperor Napoleon
Bonaparte who, according to some, is believed to have adopt­
ed an attitude of dominance in order to compensate for his
short physical stature. 
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CONCEPTUAL

Watch: All you need to know about ISRO's GSAT­31

http://bit.ly/GSAT31
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MORE ON THE WEB 3

On the surface, the world econo­
my remains on a steady trajecto­
ry. Many developed economies
are operating close to their full
potential  with  unemployment
rates at historical lows.

Yet, headlines do not tell the
whole  story.  Beneath  the  sur­
face, a worrisome picture of the
world  economy  emerges.  The

newly released World Economic Situation and Prospects for
2019  illustrates how rising economic, social and environ­
mental challenges hamper progress towards the United Na­
tions Sustainable Development Goals. There are many risk
factors that could infl��ict signifi��cant damage on longer­term
development prospects. Over the past year, trade policy dis­
putes have escalated, and fi��nancial vulnerabilities have in­
creased as global liquidity tightens.

Should such a downturn materialise, the prospects are
grim. Global private and public debt is at a record high, well
above the level seen in the run­up to the global fi��nancial cri­
sis. Interest rates remain very low in most developed econo­
mies, while central bank balance sheets are  still bloated.
With  limited  monetary  and  fi��scal  space,  policymakers
around the globe will struggle to react eff��ectively to an eco­
nomic downturn. Given waning support for multilateral ap­
proaches, concerted actions — like those  implemented in
response to the 2008­09 crisis — may be diffi��cult to arrange.

Even if global growth remains robust, its benefi��ts do not
reach the places they are needed most. Incomes will stag­
nate or grow only marginally  this year  in parts of Africa,
Western Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. Many com­
modity exporters are still grappling with the eff��ects of the
commodity  price  collapse  of  2014­16.  The  challenges  are
most acute in Africa, where per capita growth has averaged
only 0.3% over the past fi��ve years. Given rapid population
growth, the fi��ght against poverty will require faster econom­
ic growth and dramatic reductions in income inequality.

Most importantly, the transition towards environmental
sustainability is not happening fast enough. The nature of
growth is not compatible with holding the increase in the
global average temperature to well below 2°C above pre­in­
dustrial levels. In fact, the impacts of climate change are be­
coming more widespread and severe. The frequency and in­
tensity of extreme weather events are increasing, damaging
vital  infrastructure and causing  large­scale displacement.
The human and economic costs of such disasters fall over­
whelmingly on low­income countries.

Many of the challenges are global in nature and require
collective and cooperative policy action. Withdrawal  into
nationalism and unilateral action will only pose further set­
backs for the global community, especially for those already
in danger of being left behind. Instead, policymakers need
to work together to address the weaknesses of the current
system and strengthen the multilateral framework.

The writer is the UN Chief Economist and Assistant Secretary-General for
Economic Development
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SINGLE FILE

Risks to global growth
Instead of resorting to nationalism
and unilateral action, countries should
strengthen the multilateral framework

Elliott Harris
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In his latest book, ‘Democracy on the Road: A 25 Year Journey
Through India’, investor Ruchir Sharma has catalogued the
27 national and State elections that he has tracked over a
quarter of a century in his personal capacity. Mr. Sharma,
who is the head of emerging markets and chief global strate-
gist at Morgan Stanley Investment Management, discusses
the 2019 general election, explains why India has the highest
anti-incumbency rate among major democracies and why it
can never be a China on economic reforms. Excerpts:

There is a thread running

through your book about

India’s “deep distaste for

incumbents”. Do you mean

Indians instinctively throw

out governments, whatever

their record?

■ The word anti­incumbency
was coined in India. When I
write  for  The New York
Times or such publications,
and  I  use  the  phrase,  they
don’t know what I’m talking
about  because  the  phrase
was  coined  here.  That’s  be­
cause  India  has  the  highest
rate  of  anti­incumbency
among major democracies in
the world. In the U.S. and the
U.K., most incumbents tend
to get re­elected. In the U.S.,
for  example,  two­thirds  of
Presidents  and  Governors
who stand get re­elected; in
India,  two­thirds  lose  their
elections. That’s what the da­
ta say. 

There are two or three rea­
sons why this happens. The
foremost  is  that  the state  in
India  is  broken.  Politicians
want to do stuff�� and promise
stuff��, but the state is just bro­
ken  and  cannot  deliver.  It
just falls through the cracks.
For  example,  yesterday,  I
was  in  Bijnor  [Uttar  Pra­
desh], and before the District
Magistrate’s offi��ce, a big prot­
est broke out by sugar cane
farmers over the question of
dues. The whole issue is that
you  can  keep  announcing
things,  like  minimum  sup­
port price, but  the moment
you  take  your  payment  slip

to  the  Food  Corporation  of
India, they give you the runa­
round. The mechanism is so
broken  that your daily  inte­
raction with the government
is very frustrating and possi­
bly the only thing you can do
is vote people out. Secondly,
it doesn’t take much to vote
people  out  because  of  the
fragmented  polity.  In  most
States in India, you can win
most seats by securing 30%
of the vote share, so then just
a 3­4% vote swing is enough
to  change  the  fortunes  of  a
government, or if the Oppo­
sition comes together, it can
change things. These are fac­
tors  that  distinguish  India
from other countries.

There have been many

instances of governments

being voted back. How do

you explain that?

■ Again, there are a couple of
things. There was a period of
time,  between  2005  and
2010,  when  a  lot  of  incum­
bents won elections in India.
A couple of things happened
in that period. One, the eco­
nomy  was  booming  and  in­
fl��ation  was  fairly  low,  and
two,  because  the  economy
was booming there was a lot
of  welfare  that  could  be
done,  as  governments  were
able  to spend on these pro­
grammes. This really helped
those  governments  come
back to power. 

Having  said  that,  one  of
the  more  insightful  state­
ments which I have repeated

twice in the book is by a Man­
galuru  MLA,  U.T.  Khader,
who said  that winning elec­
tions in India is like fi��ghting a
battery of six tests with a mi­
nimum  passing  mark  on
each.  You  can’t  rely  on  just
one factor — if you don’t do
enough  welfarism,  you  will
lose;  you  have  to  get  the
caste  arithmetic  and  reli­
gious politics right; or some
huge allegation of corruption
hits you.  In American polit­
ics,  there  is  a  far  more  ob­
vious  connection  between
economics and politics. That
argument appears simplistic
in the Indian context.

You say that India’s national

elections are a series of State

elections. Can you explain?

■ That’s  what  happened  in
2004, in 2009, and, in fact,
in most non­wave elections,
unlike  the  1984­85  Rajiv
Gandhi  wave  and  the  mini
wave, mainly in north India,

for Narendra Modi in 2014. In
Delhi  and  Mumbai,  we  are
preoccupied  by  questions
like, “If Modi doesn’t return
in 2019,  then who comes  in
his  place?”  But  it  doesn’t
work that way in the rest of
India. We are a  truly parlia­
mentary  system.  One  bit  of
data  that  I  keep  quoting  is
that  in  2004,  the  gap  bet­
ween  Atal  Bihari  Vajpayee’s
popularity and that of Sonia
Gandhi’s  was  much  larger
than  the  current  one  bet­
ween Modi and Rahul Gand­
hi, and yet because she was
able to stitch good alliances,

the Congress was able to win.
Even this election, it’s going
to go State by State.

Coming to political

personalities, you say that

Bahujan Samaj Party chief

Mayawati hasn’t been able

to accrue much infl��uence

outside Uttar Pradesh or

grow beyond it.

■ It’s amazing to me how no
regional leader has been able
to grow nationally, and with
Mayawati,  you  would  have
thought  with  a  large  Dalit
population across the coun­
try, she would have become
a pan­Indian  presence.  But
the  fact  remains  that  Dalits
are not a monolithic bloc of
votes. The one State where I
remember people telling me
that  Mayawati  could  have  a
big infl��uence was Maharash­
tra, and yet she is a complete
non­entity  there.  Being  a
prime  ministerial  candidate
is  a  diff��erent  matter  and

more a negotiation based on
how many seats she gets, but
her case proves to me that In­
dia is truly a ‘continent’ of 29
States and it is almost impos­
sible  for  a  leader  who  is
strong  in one State  to  repli­
cate it everywhere else.

A part of your interest in

politics was also to see

whether there would be a

leader who could push

economic reforms. In the

book, you come to the

conclusion that the Indian

DNA is statist and socialist.

■ In this country, there is no
constituency  for  privatisa­
tion today.  Is  there any sce­
nario in which you think that
any big push for privatisation
will  be  launched  after  the
2019 polls?  I don’t  think so.
There  was  some  chance  in
2002,  there  was  some
chance with Modi in 2014. To
me that is the evidence — that
what  I  said  about  statism
stands. The good thing in In­
dia is that the private sector
is so vibrant because of some
liberalisation in the past that
it can carry the can, but that
is  also  why  India  can  never
grow like China. In the early
years  of  its  development,
China had no welfare state; it
spent entirely on roads and
infrastructure.  The  Indian
polity will not allow that. 

Through your many years of

covering polls, you have met

several political leaders —

right from the time they

were introduced to politics

to when they were more

mature in politics. What are

the changes in Rahul Gandhi

from when you met him in

2007 to now?

■ In 2007, it was a two­hour­
long  meeting  in  which  he
spoke for an hour and 59 mi­
nutes. He didn’t want to en­
gage  much  despite  the  fact

that he had just entered pol­
itics and it was a roomful of
fairly  experienced  political
watchers. The unfavourable
impression was of being spo­
ken down to. Over the years
we found that he was much
more interested in engaging
and listening. We don’t know
how much of that is change
and  how  much  is  based  on
feedback.  There  is,  of
course, no doubt that he has
improved  a  lot  as  a  cam­
paigner from 2007.

What about Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra and her

formal entry into the

Congress? Will she able to

make a critical diff��erence to

the Congress’s fortunes?

■ I  think  the  days  are  gone
when you could just land and
your  charisma  would  work.
That  India  is not  there any­
more.  You  also  know  how

deeply entrenched caste eq­
uations in Uttar Pradesh are.
To disturb them at this stage
will be a very diffi��cult  thing
to do. If I were to be asked on
how  she  can  make  the  big­
gest diff��erence, it would be to
get her to focus on one thing.
Let’s say she manages to be
the  combined  Opposition
candidate  from  Varanasi
against Modi. Then you can
focus  that  energy  on  one
thing, but the idea of build­
ing the Congress so that it’s a
serious  contender  by  April
2019  based  on  just  charis­
ma... that concept no longer
exists. The deliverables from
Priyanka should be adjusted
in that way if she is to make
an impact.

You have described several

tense meetings of your

travel group with Prime

Minister Modi and BJP

president Amit Shah. Why is

that? 

■ They have a belief that the
entire media  is  ‘liberal’ and
out  to get  them.  It’s  a diff��e­
rent  situation  from,  say,  15
years ago, when the word lib­
eral was not used so pejora­
tively.  They  really  believe
that  the  media  is  out  to  get
them  and  it  colours  that
interaction.

But a lot of it also informs a

narrative of Modi versus all,

and if not Mr. Modi, then

anarchy. How well do you

think that will work in 2019?

■ Rajiv Gandhi tried someth­
ing  similar  in  1989  and  that
didn’t  work  so  well.  It  may
work  with  some  sections  of
the  people,  especially  the
middle  class,  but  at  the
broader level people vote for
the  party  they  want  to  and
not see what’s going to hap­
pen after the election. 

In your view, what will be

the overarching issue

informing the 2019 election?

Will it be jobs, rural distress,

Ram Mandir, or Mr. Modi’s

own version of Hindutva?

■ This election is going to be
all about alliances. Narendra
Modi’s  support  base  is  still
strong, there could be a little
in  and  out  on  that,  and  he
could still get 31% of the vote
share, but the seats this time
could be way less than the 9
to 1 ratio, which was the high­
est  vote­to­seat  conversion
ratio  in  the  entire  electoral
history of India.

In  how  many  States  the
Opposition will be able to put
up good alliances will deter­
mine the course of this elec­
tion.

THE WEDNESDAY INTERVIEW | RUCHIR SHARMA 

‘The 2019 election is going to be all about alliances’
The global investor on the coming general election, the anti-incumbency trend and why he thinks the Indian state is socialist 
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> CHINESE WHISPERS

The electricity sector in the world,
and in India, looks very different
than it did a decade ago, with

solar and wind farms — big ones and
tiny ones — pumping power to homes
and factories. A fuel transition is also
underway in the transportation sector,
as is automation. As many as 61 compa-
nies are testing autonomous driverless
cars in California, while the number of
testers in China went up to 35 at the end
of last month, according to
BloombergNEF (BNEF). To track the
transition in electricity, transport and
green finance, here are four things to
keep track of this year: 

nSolar and wind power: New solar
installations globally last year were close
to 110 gigawatts, and may set another
record by crossing 125 gigawatts this
year, according to early estimates from
BNEF. Solar panels have become “Lego-
like”, according to the principal
economist at the Beijing-headquartered
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank,
Jang Ping Thia. The panels are being
installed on the ground, on rooftops and
floated on water bodies to quietly gen-
erate power across the world. 

In the wind sector, almost 54
gigawatts of new wind farms were added
globally last year, and the projected addi-
tion for the current year is 70 gigawatts,
with over 10 per cent of that offshore.
India is taking its first steps to install off-
shore wind, with a tender likely to be
issued in the first half of the current year.
nSustainability-linked loans, also known
as ESG-linked loans, provide benefits to
the borrower if specific environment,
social or governance metrics are satis-
fied. The loans need not necessarily be
earmarked for green projects, as is the
case, for instance, with the proceeds of

green bonds. According to the latest data
from BNEF, sustainability-linked loans
jumped 677 per cent to $36.4 billion in
2018. Singapore’s real estate developer
CapitaLand was among the companies
that secured a sustainability-linked loan
last year: A S$300 million (USD 222 mil-
lion) five-year, multi-currency loan from
DBS for general corporate purposes. Also
in Singapore, agribusiness group Wilmar
International signed a deal with OCBC
Bank where the interest rate was pegged

to the company’s sustainability perfor-
mance.

Total sustainability debt finance
increased to $247 billion in 2018, with
green bonds making up the largest, $182
billion chunk, followed by sustainabili-
ty-linked loans. The balance was made
up of sustainability bonds, social bonds
and green loans. Expect to hear a lot
more about sustainable finance this
year, and also about standards like the
Green Loan Principles. 
nSelf-driving vehicles, also known as
driverless or autonomous vehicles, are
moving closer to reality with car manu-
facturing companies, software develop-
ers, ride-hailing companies like Uber,
and telecom network providers jumping
in to secure a piece of the action.
Google’s Waymo is widely seen as the
leader in this space, with millions of
miles driven in testing, and a live pilot
underway in Arizona, U.S. BNEF expects
much more activity in this space in 2019
in the U.S. and in China, where as many
as 15 cities have allowed public road test-
ing of autonomous cars.  In India, the
Mahindra Group has already demon-

strated a self-driving tractor. This “will
open up entirely new possibilities in
farming”, according to Anand
Mahindra, chairman of the group. 
nElectric vehicles and oil displacement:
Worldwide, there are over 5 million elec-
tric vehicles on the road (including bus-
es and other commercial vehicles), with
a good number running on China’s
roads, as well as on thoroughfares in
Europe and the U.S. It is possible that
the sales of conventional internal com-
bustion engine or ICE vehicles may have
already peaked. Even if that is not quite
the case yet, restrictions on the purchase
of such vehicles are being imposed or
mooted in several cities globally to man-
age pollution and congestion. This has
impacted oil consumption and demand.
BNEF will be announcing its 2018 esti-
mates for oil displacement by electric
vehicles later this quarter. In India, elec-
tric buses are already plying their trade
in many cities, and they are set to
increase in number this year. In terms
of total cost of ownership, electric buses
tend to be cheaper, though the upfront
costs are higher than a diesel vehicle.
Organising charging infrastructure for
electric buses is also less of a challenge. 

The author is editor, global policy for
BloombergNEF
vgombar@bloomberg.net

‘Lego-like’ solar and driver-less cars
A huge transition is underway in electricity, transport and green finance

Why national data will remain contested 

SUBHOMOY BHATTACHARJEE

Afew years ago, then chairman of
the National Statistical
Commission (NSC) Pronab Sen

released the results of the sixth national
Economic Census to a minuscule
crowd of reporters in central Delhi. Last
week, when the vice chairman of Niti
Aayog Rajiv Kumar called a press con-
ference to contest an employment
report prepared by the National Sample
Survey Office (NSSO), it was
a media event that was post-
ed on YouTube. 

The firestorm over the
latter report, reported by
Business Standard (the gov-
ernment maintains it is just
a draft report), continues.
National statistics are now
contested territory and the
battle over them will inten-
sify in the years to come.

The Indian state prints
statistical reports on a wide range of
topics, mostly economic. Including
monthly and annual ones, they num-
ber about 30 in a year, plus a few sam-
ple surveys. But as more such data has
come under scrutiny the focus has
turned to how it is collected.

The 4,800-odd officers of the Indian
Statistical Service and the subordinate
statistical services have a long history
of compiling the data. The Indian
Statistical Institute was set up in 1932,
but the first synchronous census was
conducted even earlier, in 1881. That
makes India one of the oldest nations
to set up a robust statistical machinery. 

The Central Statistics Office coordi-

nates these activities. It compiles the
National Accounts from which the GDP
data emerge. The index of industrial
production, consumer price indices,
human development statistics includ-
ing gender statistics, the annual survey
of industries and the economic census
are all its domain. Assisting it is the
NSSO, which carries out sampling on
an all-India basis to throw up estimates
for several of those data. Just as it did
through the Periodic Labour Force

Survey from April 1, 2017,
which showed unemploy-
ment at a 45-year high for
2017-18, suggesting that
demonetisation and the
advanced deadline to intro-
duce the Goods and Services
Tax had taken its toll, a fact
picked on gleefully by the
opposition. 

There is an interesting
pattern to the recent data-
related controversy. Apart

from employment data, the govern-
ment also criticised the first series of
revised GDP data on a new base year
when it was published in 2015 for
favouring the second term of the United
Progressive Alliance. Things got com-
plicated in 2018, when an NSC commit-
tee, which sets standards for govern-
ment statistical work, calculated a back
series with the new base year to show
GDP growth through the UPA decades
as being better than earlier reported.
The statistics ministry rechecked the
data and published a revised back-series
months later that put the UPA’s perfor-
mance in less flattering light, which the
Congress party called “a joke”.

Beyond politics, most of the swings
in the data have a lot to do with the
huge changes sweeping through the
Indian economy. “The challenge of
measuring the economy has deep-
ened,” says N R Bhanumurthy, National
Institute of Public Finance and Policy
professor and member of one of the key
statistical committees.

From 2000, when it was $462 billion
economy, India became a $2.13 trillion
beast in 2018. Sectors within have also
waxed and waned in importance.
Imagine trying to measure a cycle run-
ning on a country lane and continuing
to track it as it metamorphoses into a
vehicle travelling on an expressway. 

This is at the heart of the challenge

India’s statisticians face. In recent
years, almost every one of the periodic
statistics of the economy has had to
change both the scale of measurement
and the way the data is gathered. The
ministry of statistics has commis-
sioned the seventh economic census,
the results of which are due towards
the end of 2019. As its name implies it
is a sort of national business register
that lists every sort of economic enter-
prise in the country from the smallest
to the largest. It too could stoke con-
troversy. Why? 

Started in 1977, the database has had
to be updated frequently. The fifth cen-
sus was in 2005 and the sixth was pub-
lished in 2014. Already several changes

have become necessary since then. The
number of virtual enterprises for
instance, have shot up since then along
with the number of people employed
in them.

To get round these problems, the
ministry of statistics has roped CSC e-
Governance Services India Limited,
under the ministry of information tech-
nology, to do the enumeration. This is
the first time the ministry has asked an
agency outside its own workforce to do
data collection work, except for the
population census. This is significant. 

About 15,00,000 enumerators are
being trained to gather the data for the
economic census. According to Dinesh
Tyagi, CEO of CSC e-Governance
Services, the same force could also be
used for the population census, which,
if everything runs to plan, could be held
every two years instead of 10 years at
present. 

The ministry also signed up with
National Council for Applied
Economic Research in January 2019
to obtain new data technologies and
build capacity. For instance, the
Urban Frame Survey, the bedrock of
blocks on maps that statisticians use
to select their samples, has been digi-
tised since November 2017. It is now
based on satellite imagery, in collab-
oration with the National Remote
Sensing Centre. 

All these changes mean more gran-
ular measurement instead of broad-
brush estimates. Some of this has
already happened like the replace-
ment of the manufacturing sector-
based Annual Survey of Industries
with the MCA-21 data compiled by the
ministry of company affairs. The new
sets of data tumbling out don't dis-
credit the older ones; they are simply
measuring a vastly different sized
economy. But governments will need
to be prepared to respond. 

The expansion and transformation of the Indian
economy has altered the scale of measurement
and the way data is gathered 

Journalists wear helmet

The battle of wits between
Chhattisgarh journalists and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) state unit
over the alleged assault of a scribe by
party workers last week continues. On
Tuesday, local journalists protested in
a unique manner. Many attended
press briefings by the party wearing
helmets meant for two-wheeler riders
(pictured). One of them also said their
new dress code was part of the
Patrakar Suraksha Abhiyaan or save
journalists campaign. “We will lift the
visors when we have to ask a question
and lower them back after having
spoken," he added.

Fall from grace 
Yoga guru turned businessman Ramdev's
close aide and co-founder of Patanjali
Ayurved, Acharya Balkrishna, was
awarded a D.Litt degree by Awadhesh
Pratap Singh University in Rewa, Madhya
Pradesh, recently. Before reaching Rewa
Balkrishna had a brief stay at a VIP guest
house in the state capital Bhopal.
Observers pointed out how this particular
visit was different from his earlier visits to
the state capital. Earlier, when Ramdev or
Balkrishna visited the state, they would be
surrounded by political leaders, ministers
and bureaucrats all the time. They would
be hounded by journalists who would
later complain how Balkrishna didn't
offer "media sound bites". This time
around, a junior government official was
the only visitor he had to contend with at
the guest house.

Face to face with Rahul
In what is seen by many as the Congress'
answer to the Prime Minister's Mann Ki
Baat, the party on Tuesday afternoon
posted a short clip on social media that
shows its president Rahul Gandhi, dressed
casually in black, talking to a group of
students in a Delhi restaurant. After
introducing himself, the 48-year-old says,
"Welcome to the first episode of 'Apni Baat
Rahul Ke Saath'." Congress leaders later
said it was an impromptu conversation —
the students were told that a leader of the
party would talk to them, but they were
stunned when it turned out to be Rahul
Gandhi. "I thought I will have a chat with
some of the young people and get a sense
of what they are thinking," said Gandhi.
The interaction was a slightly tweaked
version of similar interactions Gandhi had
before launching the Congress' manifesto
ahead of the 2014 national election.

Gross value added (GVA) in agri-
culture increased by more than
4.5 per cent at 2011-12 prices

during the recent three years including
advance estimate for the year 2018-19.
This is one of the best growth wit-
nessed in Indian agriculture. However,
this growth in GVA at constant prices
did not bring same kid of cheers to
farmers because of low prices of farm
produce. Farmers sell their produce at
current prices, and not at constant
prices, and growth in farmers’ income
in real terms is affected by current
prices as well as farm prices relative to
prices paid by farmers. Implicit price
deflator for the agriculture sector
increased by merely 1 per cent during
2017-18 and declined during 2018-19.
In contrast, implicit price deflator for
the non-agriculture sector increased
by 3.54 per cent and 5.45 per cent in
these two years. As a result, the terms
of trade for agriculture witnessed a
decline during this period of high
growth in output, which implies that
the growth rate in farmers’ income in
real terms remained much lower than
the growth rate in their output. 

Similarly, WPI for food during 2018
did not witness any increase while
some crops show significant fall in
their wholesale prices in 2018 over
2017, creating a situation of high
increase in output but a decline in
income of producers of those crops.
The decline in relative prices of farm
produce has led to significant dissat-
isfaction among farmers.

The depressed prices of farm pro-
duce and resulting
low food inflation,
have been beneficial
for consumers but
they are adverse for
the producers, par-
ticularly for small
and marginal farm-
ers who are very vul-
nerable to price and
production fluctua-
tions and depend
heavily on agricultural income for
livelihood. This created a need to pro-
vide some support to small and
marginal farmers to supplement their
income. A popular response has been
loan waiver or cash payment based on
ownership of agricultural land like the
Rythu Bandhu scheme of Telangana.
Both these initiatives have come under
serious criticism. A majority of farmers
still do not take loan from institutional
sources and are thus not entitled to
any benefit from loan waiving and
those who follow discipline of repaying
loan on time feel cheated. The limita-
tion of acreage-based payment is that
14 per cent farmers who are medium
and large sized corner more than half
of the support and 86 per cent of the

farmers, who are small and marginal,
get only 47 per cent share.

The Union government has
responded to the situation by
announcing the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM Kisan) in
the Budget 2019-20. The scheme will
be implemented with effect from
December 1, 2018 with the budgetary
provision of ~20,000 crore during the
current financial year and ~75,000

crore for the year 2019-20.
Accordingly, PM-KISAN
involves direct cash transfer
of ~2,000 in the bank
account of each farmer, with
up to 2 hectares of land hold-
ings, by March 2019, plus
~6,000 in three equal instal-
ments in year 2019-20. It is
pertinent to ask how much
this support will matter for
the small and marginal

farmers and whether it will benefit
tenant farmers. 

The average land holding of small
and marginal farmers is 0.59 hectare,
of which 0.53 hectare is under culti-
vation. The cost and income based on
the advance estimate of GVA for the
year 2018-19 can be used to assess the
contribution of PM-KISAN to the
small-farm economy. The average
expenditure on inputs for small farm
holdings (0.53 hectare) is about
~13,000 while the expenditure on
hired labour is about ~10,000. The
annual net income out of this land
holding is estimated at ~45,000. The
assured income support of ~6,000 is
sufficient to cover 45 per cent of the
cost of inputs or 25 per cent of the cost

of production including hired labour
at such farms. The income support
under PM-KISAN will supplement the
farm income of small and marginal
holders from the crop sector by about
13 per cent. However, there are bound
to be large variations in the share of
income support announced in the
Budget in the average farm income
across states. 

The biggest advantage of this
scheme over loan waiver and Rythu
Bandhu is that it will also benefit ten-
ant farmers to the same extent as the
land owning farm households.
According to a nationwide NSSO sur-
vey tenants constitute 13.7 per cent of
total land holdings and 80 per cent of
them own some agricultural land.
Based on their own land, tenant farm-
ers are eligible to receive cash transfer
of ~6,000. Only 2.6 per cent of the oper-
ational land holdings are operated by
landless households, who may not be
able to prove their claim for the benefit
of this scheme. Overall, PM-KISAN
will cover 97.4 per cent small holders
including tenants.

PM-KISAN seems quite attractive
in terms of equity and coverage of
farmers. In total it is estimated to cov-
er 84 per cent of all farm households.
The experience of direct cash transfer
under PM-KISAN will be useful in
designing a larger scheme of DBT for
farmers combining all subsidies and
support for the agriculture sector in
the future.

Chand is member, NITI Aayog & Srivastava
is agricultural economist with NITI Aayog
Views are personal

Why delay?
This refers to “Navy, Air Force mod-
ernise; Army still mired in high person-
nel costs” (February 5). Procurement of
modern equipment and adoption of new
technologies, which will also result in
trimming the unwieldy manpower espe-
cially in the Indian Army (with around
1.4 million serving and 1.1 million in
reserve), should continue to be a priority
for India’s defence forces.

The glaringly low budget provided for
the Army, with practically nothing left
for modernisation of equipment and
ammunition, needs to be reviewed. Such
an approach may give credence to the
criticism that defence procurement is
guided by the lobbying power of compa-
nies or countries marketing these prod-
ucts rather than ground-level necessities.

As surveillance power of the Air Force
and striking power of the Navy improves,
the need to deploy the Army to guard
every mile of the border may reduce.
Still, because of the kind of threats com-
ing from across the border, the Army
should get the same attention in main-
taining its personnel and equipment effi-
ciently. The budget for procurement of
modern equipment or providing training
to personnel should not come down by
diversion of money to payment of
salaries or pension which itself should
get equal priority. Let us not forget the

impact the delay in pension revision had
on the morale of the serving personnel
in the defence services in the not-so-dis-
tant past.

M G Warrier  Mumbai

Didi for democracy
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee is in the news these days after
she escalated her street fight against the
Centre and the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) by vowing to contin-
ue her satyagraha till February 8 to save
the country and its Constitution. It is
true that Banerjee’s anti-Centre protest
has caused a tsunami all over the coun-
try and many parties from the
Opposition have announced their sup-
port for her. It will be not wrong to say
that Banerjee is fuelling her prime min-
isterial ambition by pitting herself direct-
ly against Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. She and other leaders from her
party have often attacked the Centre on
the floor of Parliament and even outside.
I hope that her protest will free the coun-
try of all anti-democratic elements.

F R Murad  Kolkata
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The biggest advantage
of PM-KISAN over loan
waiver and Rythu
Bandhu is that it will
also benefit tenant
farmers to the same
extent as the land
owning farm
households



T
he first National Democratic Alliance government, under Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, gave infrastructure development priority and
treated it as the most important engine of economic growth and
job creation in the country. Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi

too this focus has stayed, as reflected in allocations in the last four Budgets.
In this year’s interim Budget, however, the central focus was on reaching
out to the disadvantaged sections of society. To a great extent, the gov-
ernment’s Budget priorities mirrored the electoral pressures as well as
the populist tone across political parties in the run-up to the elections. That
is why the focus was on the direct income support for small and marginal
farmers, the pension scheme for unorganised sector workers, and the
income tax rebate to those earning up to ~5 lakh annually. On the whole,
it appears the government has had to rationalise its resources and cut its
budgetary allocations to infrastructure development in order to accom-
modate the additional expenditure on account of schemes such as PM-
KISAN and income tax rebate.

That does not mean that Finance Minister Piyush Goyal did not show-
case what all have been achieved by the government in the past five years.
In particular, he singled out the success of the UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik) scheme, which has resulted in the number of operational airports
crossing 100. As a result, domestic passenger traffic has doubled during the
last five years. He also pointed out the success of the Indian Railways in
safety. A big aspect of that success story is the fact that all unmanned lev-
el crossings on the broad gauge network have been eliminated. These
changes have meant fast connectivity to those parts of the country that
were difficult to access in the past. For example, Arunachal Pradesh is now
on the air map and states such as Meghalaya and Mizoram now figure on
India’s rail map for the first time. Another first was the movement of the
first freight container from Kolkata to Varanasi, using inland waterways.
On the roads and railways front, too, there is much to cheer when one looks
back. With 27 km of highways being built each day (the pace has increased
in recent months), India is the fastest highway developer in the world.

Despite these successes, the interim Budget has been disappointing on
this front; it’s clear politically guided redistributive schemes have taken
their toll on this sector’s allocation. As such, even though the railways has
received its highest ever capital expenditure (capex) of ~1.58 trillion, includ-
ing an all-time high budgetary support of ~64,587 crore, the road and avi-
ation sectors were not that lucky. For instance, the government has reduced
its budgetary support to the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI)
by over ~631 crore. As a result, the NHAI would have to now gear up for high-
er fundraising through borrowing and monetising road assets. Similarly,
budgetary support for Sagarmala, the flagship scheme for reducing logis-
tic costs along the coastal areas, is down to ~550 crore in FY20 after the gov-
ernment could spend only ~381 crore in FY19 despite a Budget allocation
of ~600 crore.

Infrastructure woes
Redistributive schemes take their toll on allocation

T
he Supreme Court of India deserves accolades for having steered
clear of the political minefield while adjudicating the dispute
between the West Bengal government and the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) over the latter’s investigation of the Saradha and

Rose Valley scams. In a carefully non-partisan manner, the apex court told
the CBI it could not arrest Kolkata Police Commissioner Rajeev Kumar, but
also directed him to appear before the CBI at a neutral venue such as Shillong.
The CBI also filed a contempt petition against the chief secretary in West
Bengal and the director general of police, and the Court asked those officials
to furnish their replies later this month. One indication of the Court’s even-
handedness is that both sides have claimed victory. West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee said this had vindicated the government’s stand
against intimidation and that Mr Kumar had always been willing to meet the
CBI in a mutually agreed location; the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has
focused on the Court’s direction to Mr Kumar to meet the CBI.

The facts of the Saradha or Rose Valley cases are not the main issue here.
The question is why issues have come to such a pass that a near-constitu-
tional crisis has been precipitated. Both the BJP and Ms Banerjee’s
Trinamool Congress are guilty of having politicians accused of close ties to
the disgraced chit fund promoters, so there is nothing much to choose
between them on this issue. But the ugliness of the scenes in Kolkata this
week is a sign of the dangers of political brinkmanship. The Centre — few
would buy the argument that the CBI was acting on its own entirely —
should not have sent so many officers on a “secret mission” to Mr Kumar’s
residence. The local police should have treated the CBI with greater respect.
And on no account should the Central Reserve Police Force have left its bar-
racks without the permission of the state government. Thus, a series of errors
and escalations on all sides led to an unfortunate, high-stakes confrontation,
which the Supreme Court was forced to defuse. Both Ms Banerjee and the
Centre should adopt a more hands-off approach and let the investigators do
their job. The CBI should not be used as a political football.

It is clear that the police chief should make himself available for legit-
imate questioning by the CBI, that the CBI should operate with greater
sensitivity to the expectations of local police forces, and that the Union gov-
ernment should stop politicising an incident with unfortunate connotations
for the federal character of India. Ms Banerjee must also revise her illiber-
al, take-no-prisoners political style. The West Bengal government’s refusal
to let Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath use his chopper in the
state is not just petty. Since it comes in the run-up to an election campaign,
it is a blatant and obvious misuse of power. There should be no double stan-
dards when it comes to upholding the basic parameters of a federal democ-
racy such as India. 

Defusing a crisis
SC intervenes in an unnecessary stand-off in Kolkata
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Asound policy framework requires the support of
robust institutions that collect and transmit
good data regularly. I am a great believer in

robust data being essential in diagnosing the right
problem to target and to devise smart solutions for it.
In the context of the ongoing debate on India’s employ-
ment scenario, we need to make efforts to improve
the availability of quality data so that a narrative driv-
en debate can be resolved through objective evidence.
Currently, there are three contesting narratives. The
first narrative is of jobless growth, which implies that
India is creating insufficient jobs. Thesecond is oppo-
site to first and advocates that there is no issue of
employment. The third, which I believe to be true, is
between the first two suggesting that though there is
sufficient employment, the true challenge is to create
well-paying quality jobs. Unfortunately, the leak of
data from the first year of the two-
year Pilot Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) conducted by the
National Sample Survey Office
(NSSO), before it could be fully veri-
fied, and subsequent media reports
jumping to conclusions based on
incomplete and half-baked data,
have added confusion and misdirec-
tion to the prevalent situation rather
than helping. 

Being a member of the National
Statistical Commission (NSC), it is
my prerogative to bring the facts into
public domain. The report had neither been made
available nor circulated to me for approval. The report
was made available after I demanded it post the data
leak controversy. The report does not have my
approval. In fact, the meeting held on December 5 to
finalise the report was attended only by Acting
Chairman P C Mohanan. Even, Ms J V Meenakshi was
not present in the meeting. As a standard practice,
with this being the first of its kind exercise, the process
of official data release should pass the most stringent
scrutiny and careful verification and should definite-
ly be subjected to peer review.

An impression has been created that the findings
of the PLFS show a large jump in India’s unemploy-
ment compared to the previous Employment-

Unemployment Surveys (EUS), which was last con-
cluded in 2011-12. This is erroneous since the previous
surveys and the new PLFS cannot be so easily com-
pared. The PLFS is a two-year pilot started in July
2017, which includes a quarterly urban and an annu-
al rural survey. The objective is to have more fre-
quent data on labour market and hence it departed
from the previous EUS exercise, which happened
once every five years. Amongst other things, the PLFS
has updated the sampling techniques used, a differ-
ent sampling frame using 2011 Census, and adopted
new data collection methods. 

Let me show you how this conclusion of job loss
based on comparison with 2011-12 survey data is faulty.
Besides employment data, the survey also presents the
basic demographic data such as an estimate of total
population in the country. The PLFS estimates India’s

total population in 2017-18 to be low-
er than the EUS 2011-12. If we were to
accept all such comparisons at face
value, we should also be having the
headline that “India’s population
declines in the last 6 years”. There is
no apparent reason for population
estimates to decline in six years if
one considers that the methodology
and coverage of the two surveys
were same and that over the previ-
ous EUS surveys (2004-05, 2009-10
and 2011-12), the estimated popula-
tion showed a growing trend largely

in line with the country’s official population growth
rate. Another strange trend is the rate of urbanisa-
tion, which seems to have nearly stalled during 2011-
12 to 2017-18. This is at odds with what we know about
growth in Indian cities from numerous credible
sources — all of which point that India is fast urban-
ising. India’s rapid urbanisation has been confirmed
even by NASA’s satellite imaginary of nightlights.
Shall we also believe that India’s urbanisation has
stalled despite what empirical and anecdotal evidence
shows us?

In the current debate, many argue that employ-
ment generation is happening at a slower pace than
workforce growth. However, comparison of the PLFS
with the 2011-12 survey suggests that even the absolute

number of people employed in the country has been
declining at the rate of two million every year since
2011-12. This is completely at odds with any other socio-
economic data available. For instance, India’s real gross
domestic product (GDP) has grown by 50 per cent dur-
ing this period. Economic growth has come about with
expansion in every sector — from infrastructure to
housing, transport to healthcare and from profession-
al services to retail. It is inconceivable that such growth
could happen concurrently with shrinking number of
employed workforce, which would strictly imply that
productivity and capital accumulation is driving whole
of India’s growth. Independent report by Brookings
concluded that number of people living in extreme
poverty in India has reduced from 268 million in 2011
to less than 50 million. It would be difficult to explain
how such rapid reduction can happen if unemploy-
ment is also rising rapidly. Finally, the massive jump in
unemployment seems to also contradict with another
finding in the same PLFS — growing earnings and
wages across different employment types. If the labour
market conditions were as poor as the unemployment
rate suggests, then the economic logic would expect
falling or at least stagnant wages. But they aren’t. For
example, the earnings/wages of rural women, for which
unemployment rate is particularly high, have grown
consistently in each quarter starting July-September
2017 and reached growth of 13 per cent and 8 per cent
respectively by the last quarter. 

It is overwhelmingly clear that the results from
the PLFS are not comparable with the previous EUS,
and the PLFS should be used strictly for measuring
the changes from the baseline in 2017-18. We have
seen this before also — doing surveys in India has
always been tricky with small changes in method-
ology producing unexpected results. The PLFS also
highlights fall in labour force participation rate. Even
if true, it does not mention that it could be a result of
other factors such as increase in attendance in school
and higher education.

The problem lies with the methodology. The sam-
ple size was too small when technology could have
facilitated responses from higher number of house-
holds. In rural areas, the number of households sur-
veyed were a mere 55,000. This has to be seen in the
context of 160 million households in the country.
The percentage works out to be 0.03 per cent — about
three households for every 10,000. Even in household
selection, 75 per cent weightage was given to house-
holds who have higher number of 10th pass members
above 15 years. In the present scenario there is huge
probability of continuing education for above 15
years. Most people in 15-18 group would be continu-
ing education. Those still studying would respond in
a manner that they are looking for employment. The
sample size is so small that sensitivity of the data
will be very high. In urban households one household
giving wrong answer in each area will show labour
force participation rate number in the range of 25 per
cent. There is no source of validation with real time
data. The surveyors used were from outsource agency
— not necessarily the right person for such interac-
tion. Though these surveyors were provided with a
tablet for recording data, they were not given SIM and
data connectivity. Even locations were not captured.
I am amazed that in today’s world real time data and
technology was not utilised.

[End of part 1. The second and concluding part of this article
will appear on Thursday.] The writer is CEO of NITI Aayog.
Views expressed are personal.

India’s employment:
The true picture 
Results from the Periodic Labour Force Survey are not comparable
with the previous Employment-Unemployment Surveys

ILLUSTRATION BY BINAY SINHA

It rained one day during the Jaipur
Literature Festival. I expected the worst; I
expected rain-sodden lawns, an empty
venue, drenched writers and ruined books.
But nothing of the sort happened.
Thousands braved the rain to stand —

writers that they had perhaps never heard
of earlier. Everything ran on time, no ven-
ues were evacuated — in spite of the fact
that almost all of them are in shamianas —
and the books were safe.

The contrast from a similar rainy day
almost a decade ago was stark. The books
tent had flooded, talks were shifted
around — and it was, I agree, intimate
and charming, and I was impressed by
how the volunteers reacted. Even so, the
difference brought home to me how
much JLF has changed over the past
years, into an event organised with such
precision that even unseasonable rain no
longer discommodes it.

There is a ritual to going to Jaipur: the
opening dinner at the Rambagh Palace, a
little awkward as people try to figure out
who is there that year and who isn’t; the
presence of the political power of the

moment in Rajasthan on the first day,
delivering a speech or on a panel; the con-
cert at the spectacular Amer Fort, blazing
out into the night; and, of course, the
inevitable dry day that you can’t avoid in
late January, either Netaji’s birthday or
Republic Day. And in the middle of all
this, a blur of panels, some with old
favourites — Simon Sebag Montefiore
always gets a full house, as he did this
time for a blood-soaked talk about the
Romanovs — and some featuring entire-
ly new breakout stars, such as the
Australian YA author Markus Zusak.

For me, however, the highlight of each
year’s JLF is always one of the less-herald-
ed and unexpected sessions. Frequently
these feature writers from a tradition or a
country relatively unfamiliar to me; or per-
haps a historian who is a leading light in his
field but is not a household name. This

year, my favourite session was one that
wasn’t even on the programme, featuring
the librarian of Corpus Christi College,
Cambridge. Christopher de Hamel has writ-
ten a book — which I have now ordered —
called Meetings with Remarkable
Manuscripts in which he tries to distill the
experience of walking into a library, being
given an early medieval manuscript, and
turning the pages (without gloves on, which
he says is important). His presentation was
fascinating and very funny; and he was vis-
ibly delighted with the quality of the ques-
tions from the audience, including one
about the 15th-century Voynich
Manuscript in the Yale University library,
which is written in some sort of unknown
script and inspired Lev Grossman’s Codex.

It is hard to be a cynic at JLF. I mean
you can try, but it doesn’t seem worth it. It
feels so young. Yes, there are lots of young
people drinking tea and sunning them-
selves on the lawns and apparently unin-
terested in the actual sessions. But, equal-
ly, there are thousands of young people

who do crowd into sessions that you would
think are quite distant from anything that
they might be interested in. There they
were in a session about the troubled border
between Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey, and
about the communities divided and unit-
ed by those lines on a map; or in a session
about biography writing, the highlight of
which was a startling story from a biogra-
pher of Ernest Hemingway about the “rit-
ual” that eccentric writer planned to con-
duct in that bit of northern Italy in which
he had been shot during the Great War.
(Google it or better still buy Andrea de
Robilant’s book.) Perhaps most warming,
however, was the quiet and fascinated
crowd as Audrey Truschke, Parvati
Sharma, Ira Mukhoty and Rana Safvi dis-
cussed the Mughals. It wasn’t just that it
was an all-female panel, and that most
people probably didn’t notice — the ulti-
mate defeat of tokenism, I’d say — but also
that it was a reminder that, even in an age
of fake history and hateful Whatsapp for-
wards, there is a place for and an interest in

the work of real historians.
JLF is, yes, more polished and profes-

sional than it was in its earlier years. After
a few years in which there was always
some headline or another that emerged
from it, it has managed successfully to
avoid controversy. Even the troubles of its
sponsors no longer seem to hang over its
head — after all, this year the main spon-
sor was Zee and while the festival was on
stories were appearing about its corpo-
rate troubles and its shares tanked. Who
sponsors it rarely matters; on stage at the
final debate was Kapil Sibal, complaining
that his own new television channel was
being denied satellite slots by the powers
that be. (Harvest TV is now up and run-
ning, and quite watchable.)

Yet, even if JLF has now emerged from
tempestuous adolescence into comfortable
adulthood, it still manages to have a youth-
ful enthusiasm about it. Or perhaps that’s
just what it inspires in people like me, who
spend most of the rest of the year being
crabby. Either way, it’s an achievement.

Brexit Romance, a recent novel by Clémentine
Beauvais, was set up in July 2017, exactly a year
after the Britons voted for Brexit — the most dis-

cussed referendum in modern history. Indeed, the
islanders have been romancing the idea of divorcing
Europe for quite some time, even before the mar-
riage. Britain had joined the European Economic
Community (EEC) in 1973, and immediately took a
referendum on it in 1975. Nearly two-third of the peo-
ple opined in favour of continuing with the EEC, so
did the main political parties and the press. The EEC
changed the name to European
Union (EU) in 1993. So, this 1975
referendum was nothing but the
first Brexit referendum, although
people grossly miss its reference.
Certainly, the much-discussed
June 2016 referendum is the sec-
ond one in this context.

Even before Britain joined the
'Common Market' of Europe,
British author Daphne du Maurier
had written her novel Rule
Britannia in 1972, where she
described that after joining the
'Common Market' Britain had taken a fictional refer-
endum. And this resulted in Britain breaking out from
the 'Common Market'.

Thus, it is safe to imagine that Britain had the desire
to withdraw herself from the EU since the very begin-
ning, possibly more than any other member state. I
always wonder why Britain had so much desire to
break the tie with Europe. Several researchers had pro-
jected grossly negative economic impacts of the pos-
sible break-up — on agriculture, trade, industries, job
market, educational institutions — even before June
2016, yet the British romanticism with the idea of Brexit
continued. Is that associated with the island’s geo-
graphical isolation? Does Britain have a different kind
of national prejudice? Is it somewhat associated with

their heritage of setting up colonies worldwide? Or
were they afraid of so many immigrants from former
colonies and also from Eastern Europe?

However, romancing the idea of Brexit is quite dif-
ferent from 'Brexit Romance', as depicted by
Clémentine Beauvais in her novel. This is purely a
post-referendum syndrome. In the sweet-bitter-sweet
novel, a canny entrepreneur set up a secret start-up —
the eponymous Brexit Romance — to arrange Anglo-
French marriages, to match young Europhilic Brits to
generous-minded French people. The objective was to

obtain dual nationality, French and
English, if the couple stay married for
five years, and to get back the European
citizenship for the Brit in the process.
Beauvais draws a realistic and terribly
accurate portrait of today’s youth —
their willingness to trade off political
concern with romantic relationships in
the backdrop of an unprecedented
socio-economic and cultural crisis—
and a complex political climate of the
UK and Europe, where marriage was
seen not as a pact of love, but a contract
of interest between two people shar-

ing the same convictions. However, is a European
passport so lucrative in the post-referendum Britain?
Is the impact of Brexit so severe to the island? Yes,
Beauvais believes so. So do many others. For example,
Irish citizenship is open to Britons having Irish par-
ents or grandparents, and there is a 22 per cent
increase in the number of Britons applying for Irish
passport in 2018. And requests for German citizen-
ship from more than 3,380 British Jews have been
received by the German Embassy in London since the
Brexit referendum in June 2016 until January 2019,
whereas only around 20 such requests were made
annually in the years before Brexit.

Certainly, Brexit referendum had tremendous social
and political impact — Britain has already experienced

the exit of one prime minister, and another barely sur-
vived two no-confidence motions within one month.
And the post-Brexit Britain will feel the tremor in every
aspect of its economy over the next few years. Another
recent fiction, Brexit XXL: A Political Novel, by Vincent
Pluchet portrayed London in the year 2022, where
Tracy Meller, the Conservative Prime Minister, is fac-
ing an unprecedented crisis. Around 2018, after a series
of endless negotiations with Brussels, the prime min-
ister had chosen the most uncompromising of all pos-
sible exits, a ‘Brexit XXL’. Subsequently, within the
next four years, the economy, financial markets and job
market are in pathetic condition, the morale and con-
fidence of the country reached a new low, Britain’s
control over Scotland was loosened, and the opposition
Labour Party became very powerful.

Interestingly, even now, some political analysts
speculate that there are looming signs that Britain
may be hurtling towards a suicidal no-deal Brexit on
March 29, 2019, specially after the British parliament
resoundingly rejecting Theresa May’s Brexit deal on
January 15. And there is little confusion that Meller
in Vincent Pluchet’s novel is none other than May
herself. Certainly, the author shares the view of many
others, that Britain is heading towards a dystopia in
near future.

On the other hand, the proposed Brexit deal is an
excellent one for the EU — no more member country
would possibly show interest to break the union after
looking at Britain’s balance sheet in the Brexit deal. And
Britain will keep on wondering why at all they wanted
a break-up with Europe. Yes, they possibly could not
imagine that a divorce costs so dear. In Brexit XXL, in
the backdrop of 2022, Prime Minister Meller herself was
starting to doubt the wisdom of her decision. Is that the
end of romancing with Brexit? The dystopia of ‘Brexit
Romance’, however, continues.

The writer is professor of statistics, Indian Statistical 
Institute, Kolkata

Romancing Brexit, then and now
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Defence on a Budget 

Jittery Mamata 
West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee
is flexing her muscles in a bid to
turn the state into her exclusive
property, apparently allowing no
other leader/authority to pitch
their case without putting up hur-
dles. After stopping people from
attending Amit Shah’s rally to
denying permission to land Yogi
Adityanath’s chopper, the Tri-
namool leader appears to be in a
state of jitters, with the sole objec-
tive of halting Modi’s juggernaut.
She went overboard to launch a
sit-in demonstration against the
Centre. The CBI team swung into
action at the behest of the SC to
unearth the complicity in the
scam. She is also eyeing the PM’s
seat by riding the crest of the
Mahagatbandhan wave.

UPANT SHARMA, PANCHKULA

End ‘didigiri’ 
Refer to ‘Mamata vs CBI in
Kolkata showdown’ (Feb 4); the
detention of CBI officials in
Kolkata is a direct attack on the
Constitution. The Central govern-
ment should take strict action so
that no politician in future shows
his or her dadagiri or didigiri to
India’s prestigious institutions.

ROHINI SHARMA, CHANDIGARH

HAL under scanner 
Apropos the editorial ‘HAL takes a
beating’ (Feb 4), the Mirage crash in
Bengaluru, four days after the crash of
HAL-handled Jaguar aircraft in UP,
has again put HAL under a big ques-
tion mark about its ability. The IAF
has been unhappy over delays in the
supplies of Su-30s, Jaguars, Mirage-
2000s and the LCA. The pathetic work
ethics of HAL is likely to blunt the
Opposition’s accusation of the gov-
ernment overlooking HAL as a part-
ner for the Rafale contract.   

SS PAUL, NADIA

AIIMS only in name 
What is the use of the announce-
ment of building another AIIMS
when the existing AIIMS are crying
for attention owing to poor infra-
structure and shortage of qualified
doctors and paramedics? The gov-
ernment should stop fooling the
public before elections. Name one
city in the country which has
become ‘smart’ during the past
four and a half years?

BHUPINDER KOCHHAR, BY MAIL

The number game 
Apropos ‘A bagful of fiscal trou-
ble’ (Feb 4), the problem with the
Budget is such that when you try

to fix one loophole, another one
will pop up. The interim Budget is
full of loopholes. As elections are
approaching, the Budget seems to
be a gimmick to garner votes. The
writer’s concerns regarding the
fiscal health of the country are
genuine. The government should
have given a thought before
announcing the basic permanent
income to certain groups of people.
The unemployment level has not
been addressed, making the Bud-
get less solution-oriented. How
will the government cope with the
Budget implications? 

JASPREET SINGH, PATIALA 

Long wait for Lokpal 
Refer to ‘Appoint Lokpal or will
return Padma: Hazare’ (Feb 4); PM
Modi has done a lot of commend-
able work in the country along with
the commitment of ‘Sabka saath
sabka vikas’, while not yet fulfill-
ing the promise of the appointment
of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas in
the states. Thus, the social
activist’s indefinite hunger strike
is justified. The Modi government
should seriously consider the
demands for the immediate
appointment of the anti-corruption
Ombudsman, implementation of
the Swaminathan commission’s

recommendations for agrarian
reforms, and electoral reforms.

SHAKTI SINGH, KARNAL

Can we know when? 
Reference to the news report ‘PM:
Will break back of terrorism’ (Feb
4); we have been hearing such
speeches from the Prime Minister
ever since he took over the reins of
the nation in 2014. But we have not
heard him say ‘we have broken the
back of terrorism in Kashmir’. Will
it be broken in the coming two and
a half months before this govern-
ment goes? We are anxiously to
hear the answer.

RK KAPOOR, CHANDIGARH 

Women’s ticket share 
Apropos the article ‘Ensure women
get equal share of party ticket’ (Feb
4), the representation of women is a
must because if they can’t repre-
sent society in Parliament, it will
not be possible to achieve a progres-
sive society. Men and women have
different psyche, and therefore dif-
ferent ideologies. The law of nature
also allows both to work in harmo-
ny in order to attain balance in soci-
ety. Let’s not make society one-
gender representation. 

MANMEET KAUR, NEW DELHI

SanjeevTrikha

NATIONALISM is not a show-
piece to be worn on the sleeve.
It is ingrained, to be felt, expe-

rienced and lived. No one can resist
goose bumps when the National Flag
is hoisted amid the singing of the
Anthem on various national and
international platforms. 

A few days back, on my visit to
Amritsar, I grabbed the opportunity
to fulfil my desire of watching the
retreat ceremony at Attari-Wagah.
With a certain imagination and
excitement, I headed towards the
post. Flags of both countries were
visible from the road, atop struc-
tures on either side. The high-fly-
ing flags fill one with a distinct feel-
ing of euphoria, but at the same
time, indicate the limits of man-

made boundaries and compulsions.
The heart rejoices at the sight of

birds flying freely across the bor-
ders, the whiff of air flowing with-
out caring for the border lines
soothes the body and cajoles the
heart and soul, too. Both countries
share the air, the ambience, the
birds, the ecology of trees on either
side. Nature is generous, but we
humans have rigidly compartmen-
talised our movements, painfully
shackling ourselves in geographi-
cal and psychological boundaries. 

Sitting in my seat at the extreme
end, a couple of steps away from the
border gates, I found myself more
curious about the happenings on the
other side: the people, their attire,
their mannerisms... all appeared like
ours. The retreat ceremony began
with a resounding start, as sound sys-

tems on both sides were given a green
light to roar out their counterparts.
Both sides, suitably cued by men with
baton, got euphoric as the adrenaline
in the form of slogans was pumped
into their veins. Contrary to my per-
ceptions, the ceremony was sans any
cultural presentation. 

The parading security personnel
appeared more concerned about
their challenging gestures of flexing
muscles and moustache, generating
a fair amount of excitement among
people. But it did nothing for my
cerebral churning. Amid the fanfare,
chaotic and loud music, and chanti-
ng of slogans, I sat there lost in
thoughts. My perceived aspirations
and imagination lay shattered. The
only part that fascinated me was
when both flags were lowered with
due honour. As the ceremony ended

and people from both sides started
leaving, I waved to people on the oth-
er side, which was reciprocated with
the same warmth. Suddenly, a strong
voice intercepted my engagement. I
was told by a security man not to
resort to such signals. The humanist
sentiment in me started arguing
with the nationalistic sentiment.

Retreating from the security zone,
I drove freely back to the city. The
giant flags driven by the unpreju-
diced winds, fluttering in the same
direction — sometimes towards the
Indian side and other times leaning
towards Pakistan — appeared to be
mocking me. I reached my hotel
and got busy with routine activities,
leaving the human approach to the
mercy of the political bosses on
both sides, which needs a suitable
and timely retreat.

DISTINGUISHED FELLOW, OBSERVER RESEARCH
FOUNDATION, NEW DELHI

THE allocation for defence in
the 2019-20 Budget is over
Rs 4.31 lakh crore as against
last year’s revised figure of

around Rs 4.05 lakh crore, a 6.4 per
cent increase over the revised esti-
mates. Since the total government
expenditure for the coming year is Rs
27.84 lakh crore,  it represents a figure
of 15.5 per cent of the Central govern-
ment expenditure, as compared to
that of 16.5 per cent last year.  

With a Rs 210 lakh crore GDP esti-
mate, the proportion spent on
defence amounts to 2.05 per cent,
which is considered quite
respectable. But if, as per the Min-
istry of Defence (MoD) convention,
we count only the revenue and cap-
ital expenditures, and minus the Rs
17,000 crore spent on the MoD, we
come up with another more alarm-
ing figure of 1.4 per cent. It has
come down from 2.08 per cent,
when the Modi government
assumed office in 2014-2015.

Another figure teases out the full
picture better — that of capital expen-
diture. The Rs 1.03 lakh crore spent
on the capital outlay of the defence
services represents 30.7 per cent of all
capital expenditures of the Central
government. So, the country is
spending one-third of its annual out-
lay of capital expenditure on defence,
which is why it is obviously short-
changing education, health, social
welfare and infrastructure.

Last year, all three services com-
plained that they were not even pro-
vided enough money to pay for
ongoing acquisitions, leave alone
new ones. The Navy wanted Rs

36,000 crore as capital outlay but was
only given Rs 20,900 crore. The
Army projected Rs 45,000 crore, but
was given Rs 26,813 crore, which
would have not even taken care of its
ongoing commitments totalling Rs
29,033 crore. The fact that the gov-
ernment has increased the capital
outlay by nearly 10 per cent to Rs
1.03 lakh crore means little.

Indeed, before the Budget, there
were a slew of announcements
declaring that the Defence Acquisi-
tion Council (DAC) had approved of
a submarine project worth Rs
40,000 crore and okayed Rs 1,200
crore for the Milan anti-tank mis-
sile. In December, there was
approval for four Talwar class
frigates and Brahmos missiles for
Rs 3,000 crore; in September, Rs
9,100 crore for Akash missiles and
some other schemes; in August, the
procurement of 111 utility helicop-
ters for the Navy worth Rs 21,000
crore, and another set of equipment
costing Rs 24,879 crore; in June,
there was an approval of defence
equipment worth Rs 5,500 crore.

Clearly, there is something unreal

about these decisions, given the avail-
able resources. According to one
observer, the DAC cleared  ‘Project
75I’ submarines in January for the
third time in the last decade, which
has also, uncharacteristically, seen the
overall cost of the project coming
down in each instance. And, of course,
we have the controversial Rafale deal
for which we will presumably have to
begin payment in 2019-2020.

That all this appears shambolic is
not surprising. India’s defence sys-
tem is in deep trouble and little or
nothing is being done about it. Sim-
ply put, the system cannot be run
effectively unless it undergoes deep
reform, which, in the circumstances,
can only be carried out by the political
class. PM Modi seems to be uninter-
ested in this process; he’s happy to
live in a make-believe world of Bolly-
wood achievements. Defence Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman lacks the
clout to push through anything.

A country like India has many seri-
ous security challenges. It is no
one’s case that it should cut defence
expenditure. But there is something
no Indian should forget — our prin-

cipal national goal is to end mass
poverty and deprivation in the coun-
try. Experts will tell you that the
poverty rate has halved over the past
decade. But that only means people
who earn roughly $3 or Rs 230 a day
and Rs 6,800 a month. This means
that a family must feed, clothe and
shelter itself within that amount.

The elephant in the room, too, is well
known. The figure of Rs 1.22 lakh crore
paid out as defence pensions is nearly
one-third of the defence expenditure.
No one grudges the ex-servicemen
their pensions and their right to OROP.
But the government cannot make that
as an excuse to underfund the military.
Another like amount, roughly Rs 1.25
lakh crore are the pay and allowances
of the defence personnel, including the
civilians working there.

While there can be huge savings
through integration of the three
services, reducing headquarter for-
mations, joint logistics, training
and housing, manpower cost is the
real challenge.

Compared with other militaries, giv-
en the threats we confront, the overall
numbers are OK. However, there is
considerable room to re-distribute
personnel — reducing the Army,
enhancing the Air Force, Navy and
specialised personnel who can service
the new military, which needs to be
better networked and supported.

While pay and allowances cannot be
grudged, there is need to keep the pen-
sion bill low. There is a way to manage
this, if there is a ‘whole of the govern-
ment’ approach. This means insisting
on a compulsory stretch in the military
for all those wanting government jobs.
A five to seven-year service in the
armed forces would have an 18-year-
old available for recruitment in the civ-
il services, paramilitary and the police
at the ages of 23-25.

The Parliament’s Standing Com-
mittee on Defence did recommend a
compulsory five-year service as a
pre-condition for jobs in the Union
and state governments. Not surpris-
ingly, the proposal is still doing the
rounds of the government.
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thought for the day
Commerce diminishes the spirit, both of patriotism

and military defence. — Thomas Paine

THE CRUNCH: The services don’t have enough money for even ongoing acquisitions. 
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Battlefield Kolkata
Centre, Mamata should let law take its course

THE CBI’s investigation into the Saradha and Rose Valley chit
fund scams has snowballed into an all-out slugfest between the
Centre and the Mamata Banerjee-led West Bengal Government.

With barely a couple of months to go for the Lok Sabha elections, Mama-
ta has accused the Modi government of indulging in political one-
upmanship by misusing the premier investigating agency. The wannabe
Prime Minister’s sit-in in support of Kolkata police chief Rajeev Kumar
indicates that she is in no mood to back down and will take the fight to
the finish. Home Minister Rajnath Singh has been equally forceful in
warning the state not to mess around with the law.

The beleaguered CBI has been in the news of late mostly for the
wrong reasons, and Sunday’s high drama in Kolkata was no excep-
tion. A bureau team, which went to Kumar’s residence in the city’s
Loudon Street area to question him, was denied permission, bun-
dled into police jeeps and whisked away to a police station, where
its members were detained for a while. The probe agency’s attempt-
ed swoop may or may not have been politically motivated, but the
cops clearly overstepped their powers by manhandling and intimi-
dating CBI officials. Such misconduct is nothing short of
goondaism, an obvious case of preventing a public servant from dis-
charging his duty. What makes it worse is that the Chief Minister,
too, is obstructing the course of justice.

Ironically, both camps are accusing each other of attacking the
federal system, even as the controversy is likely to become a major
issue in the upcoming General Election. Yet again in the picture, the
Supreme Court will hear the CBI’s plea against the Kolkata Police
Commissioner, who is accused of planning or trying to destroy elec-
tronic evidence related to the scams. In this unsavoury tussle, the
law has been the prime casualty. The onus is now on the judiciary
to restore order and constitutional sanity. It needs to be conveyed
unequivocally to the politicians that they can’t get away with using
government officials as pawns in their power game.

Amritsar airport a busy hub
Turnaround registered as flights, projects take off

WITH the growth of Amritsar’s Ram Das Jee International Air-
port outclassing most other airports in the country, it seems
that its flight towards success has finally taken off. Largely

fuelling this welcome development is the doubling of direct internation-
al flights from the Holy City to eight last year. As flights to Birmingham,
Kuala Lumpur, Dubai and Bangkok were launched, foreign air traffic in
Amritsar soared by 48 per cent as compared to 2017, as per the Airports
Authority of India. The growth in the domestic passenger footfall was also
a significant 8.6 per cent, taking the number of flyers choosing to board
from or land here from nine destinations to the highest-ever mark.

Riding on the steady increase in passenger traffic and new connectiv-
ity, the airport is now airborne on the revenue path to black. While the
loss incurred in 2015-16 was Rs 43 crore, it declined to Rs 39 crore in 2016-
17. In the fiscal year ending 2018, it registered a 66 per cent slide in loss-
es as they trickled to a mere Rs 13 crore. Aided by an infrastructural
push, the airport should soon be out of the red. On the horizon are three
new destinations — Patna, Jaipur, Kolkata — awarded under the UDAN-
III scheme. The authorities must tap the demand of both the global and
domestic passengers and offer world-class facilities. There should be no
cause for a repeat of the 2013 fiasco when international flights were dis-
continued from Amritsar, landing the airport in heavy losses.

The airport has a tremendous potential for earning revenue as Amrit-
sar is a tourist hub. Lakhs of devotees from across the world offer prayers
at the Golden Temple. Last year’s passenger footfall of 2.6 lakh can be
easily surpassed. In this year of Guru Nanak Dev’s 550th Gurpurb cele-
brations, there is a demand for flights to London, Toronto and Vancou-
ver. Plus, with the opening of the Kartarpur corridor, more connectivity
would ease the pilgrimage of many more devotees. The Civil Aviation
Ministry would do well to look into airlines such as the Turkish Airways,
Oman Air, Fly Dubai that are willing to start flights from Amritsar.

India’s security system is in deep trouble; deep reform is crucial 

MANOJ JOSHI

on this day...100 years ago

Is not the Opposition Short-sighted?
FROM what we can gather, the opposition to the proposal for a five or six
years’ course is based largely on the ground that it will be disadvantageous
in its operation to the parents of boys belonging to agricultural or artisan
classes. If we are right in this surmise, we are bound to say that not only is
there nothing in this ground of opposition peculiar to the Punjab, but it is
short-sighted. Everywhere among the masses the proposal for the
introduction of compulsory education has met with some opposition on this
ground, and everywhere else it has been overcome through the growth of
the conviction in the better mind of the community that the children belong
not merely to their families, but to the State and that it is the State’s duty to
give them that education. Shall it be said our Mahomedan brethren are slow
in their recognition of this elementary truth of modern life?

Manufacture of Standard Cloth.
WE welcome the decision of the Government of India to give effect to the
Act recently passed to manufacture standard cloths at rates fixed by
Government and sold to the people through Government agencies. The
decision was postponed in view of the temporary fall in the price of cloth in
November and December, but subsequent enquiry has show that in all
provinces the price of cloth, both retail and whole sale, has maintained the
upward tendency, and both profiteering and combination continue. This
has rendered it necessary to manufacture and distribute standard cloths at
prices fixed by Government. In the United Provinces, Behar and the
Punjab the necessity for this action has been felt for some time past.

lahore,wednesday, february 5, 1919 
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Retreat of the humane side

There can be huge savings through integration of the three
services, reducing headquarter formations, joint logistics,
training and housing, but manpower cost is a challenge.
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IT’S advantage Mamata Banerjee.
Just at a time when Rahul Gand-
hi held a highly successful Jan
Akanksha Rally at the Gandhi

Maidan in Patna, showcasing himself
as a prime ministerial candidate, the
West Bengal Chief Minister boister-
ously upstaged him within four hours.
If Rahul had some erstwhile UPA
allies standing by his side, Mamata’s
support base cuts across regions and a
predictable political line-up. NDA ally
Shiv Sena found merit in Mamata's
cause, so did Odisha’s Naveen Pat-
naik, Aam Aadmi Party’s Arvind
Kejriwal, NCP chief Sharad Pawar,
young gun Hardik Patel, arch-rival
CPI, National Conference’s Omar
Abdullah, DMK’s MK Stalin, Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha’s Hemant Soren
and many more.

The Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) team’s aggressive attempt
to question Kolkata Police Commis-
sioner Rajeev Kumar for his alleged
link to a chit fund scam has provided
Mamata not just the limelight or
good optics, but also momentary
leadership of all those who are
opposed to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. If the Modi government, the
Union Home Ministry and West Ben-
gal Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi
go further to consider the dismissal
of the state government, Mamata

would not be a loser. She will emerge
in the VP Singh mould of 1989,
upstaging not only the Congress but
also many of her peers in regional
outfits. Even within West Bengal, the
BJP has no iconic leadership to
match Mamata or the charged Tri-
namool Congress cadre.

Getting support from most region-
al leaders, the Chief Minister now
has a potent plank of protecting the
federal structure and restoring insti-
tutional integrity in institutions
such as the CBI. The Centre’s move
to deploy Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) in the Union Govern-
ment’s offices in the Bengal capital
is baffling as law and order is solely
a State subject. The CRPF does not
have the mandate of the Railway
Protection Force or the Defence
Security Corps that is empowered to
protect railway and defence proper-
ties, respectively.

The Congress, which fancies itself
as a national alternative to the BJP, is
nowhere in sight. For, it has its own
chequered history of undermining
interest of the states and politicising
institutions such as the CBI.

Rahul’s predicaments are many. It
is a fact that the Congress was instru-
mental in getting the Saradha scam
probed by the Supreme Court. How-
ever, today, the party is not in a posi-
tion to champion itself as an anti-
graft crusader. At the same time,
Rahul seems reluctant to stand in
the long queue of politicians extend-
ing support to Mamata. Rahul may
have called Mamata up, tweeted
against the Modi government, but
that is it. The head of the grand old
party is instinctively against the very
idea of playing second fiddle to a per-
son who broke from the Congress

ranks to achieve a pivotal position on
her own strength.

There are many searching questions
on why the Modi government opted
for this risky course of action. What
was the great hurry to nab a serving
police officer holding a high rank in
Kolkata on a Sunday evening?

After all, the Saradha ponzi scam
investigations have been going on
since 2013. What is more intriguing
is the fact that the (mis)adventure
was initiated a day before the new
Director of the CBI was to take over.
The new occupant, Rishi Kumar

Shukla, who was on an Air India
flight from Bhopal to New Delhi,
had no clue about what was going on
in Kolkata and the doings of his
number two at the headquarters,
Nageshwar Rao. Among other
things, Shukla, as the former DGP
of Madhya Pradesh, has tons of
experience in understanding state
sentiments. He has often been a vic-
tim of the political slugfest between
the BJP and the Congress.

There is a feeling among some
retired colleagues that Rao wanted
to remain in the CBI and make him-

self indispensable for the new boss
who was about to take over. The cru-
cial issue is whether he had politi-
cal blessings for any specific objec-
tive. The BJP was getting national
attention when Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath was
denied permission to land in Ben-
gal and hold public meetings. Even
on the much-debated Citizenship
Bill, the BJP in Bengal had the
chance to consolidate its position.
These issues were a major talking
point across West Bengal, but the
brazen CBI handling on a Sunday
seems to have tilted public opinion
against the BJP.

It is also worth pointing out that the
conduct of Kolkata Police Commis-
sioner Rajeev Kumar, himself a pub-
lic servant, has neither been profes-
sional nor above board. There were at
least two summons to him subse-
quent to the one which led him to
write to the then CBI Director Alok
Verma in 2017. In not responding to
the summons, Kumar was not com-
plying with the law. The least that was
expected from an officer was for him
to have written to the Director again
or to have sought judicial protection.
Perhaps in his first communication,
Kumar could have added that he
would be happy to clarify doubts and
queries in the minds of the CBI team
as part of his professional duty and
for that purpose requested for a
detailed questionnaire.

Somewhere, an impression is gain-
ing ground that Kumar was seeking
protection from his state political
bosses. In the coming days, such an
impression can be highly injurious to
him and the service he represents,
even if he wishes to join Trinamool
Congress in the future.

LIMELIGHT: The CBI team’s aggressive attempt to question the Kolkata police chief has provided West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee momentary leadership of all those who are opposed to Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

If the Centre and the West
Bengal Governor consider
the dismissal of the state

government, Mamata would
not be a loser. She will
emerge in the VP Singh

mould of 1989, upstaging
the Congress and many of

her peers in regional outfits. 

BRITISH statistician and econo-
mist Arthur Bowley propound-
ed that the share of labour in
national income remains con-

stant over time. This came to be known
as Bowley’s Law. It held its own till 1970,
after which it started crumbling the
world over as inequalities started rear-
ing their ugly head. India has been no
exception. However, the issue has got
considerably focused attention in recent
years, partly due to the debate generat-
ed by the World Economic Forum — an
annual affair of the world’s rich who
recently met at Davos (Switzerland) —
and partly due to the work done by
Lucas Chancel and Thomas Piketty,
besides organisations such as Oxfam.

The working class is hit hard as its
share in the national income goes
down. It hurts the rich, too. The
share of national income, which is
denied to the working class due to
inequalities, fails to contribute to
the aggregate demand, thus inhibit-
ing economic growth. The share of
national income, cornered by the
capitalists, contributes to the aggre-
gate demand but only partially
because a major part of that income
is saved, a part of which gets invest-
ed in assets such as gold and real
estate. This investment in unpro-
ductive assets also contributes to
black economy. Inequalities hurt
market efficiency as well. Business-
es are driven by the profit motive.
High capital share in national
income satiates this profit motive
and thereby curtails the need for
both investment and innovation

required to maintain bottom lines.
High capital share, thus, inhibits
growth. Since in a scenario of
inequality, the lion’s share in
growth is pocketed by the rich capi-
talists, their interests are also hurt
as growth gets curbed.

Thomas Piketty, in Capital in the
Twenty-First Century, theorises that
if the rate of return on capital is
more than the rate of interest,
inequalities accentuate. The under-
lying principle seems to be that in
the case in hand, the capital is earn-
ing a much higher rate of return at

the cost of the workers, thus con-
tributing to inequalities. But there
are other factors too. The first and
primary among them is the low lev-
el of wage rates as compared to exec-
utive salaries and the shareholders’
dividend. The problem is severe in
the countries with large populations
and low productive capacities, leav-
ing the labour to the mercy of the
market forces. As Keynes found,
markets equilibrate at less than full
employment. The market economies
present a scenario where labour sup-
ply exceeds demand, which exposes

labour to exploitation.
The key question is how the wages

should grow over time to maintain a
fair share of the labour in the national
income. The first factor to be consid-
ered here is the inflation prevailing in
all growing economies. As the physi-
cal goods and services produced
remain the same, inflation becomes a
zero-sum game. The incomes of the
producer-suppliers increase with
inflation, while the purchasing power
of the consumers goes down. A rise in
wage levels equal to the rate of infla-
tion will, therefore, ensure a steady
but stagnant standard of living for the
workers. However, as the economy
grows, it will be unjustified if the
workers’ standard of living does not
improve. It will, therefore, be tempt-
ing to say that wages should increase
at the real rate of growth increased by
rate of inflation to maintain a constant
share of labour in the national income.
However, as the population also
grows, this wage level will lead to dis-
tortion and the share of labour in the
national income will grow dispropor-
tionately high. The rate of growth of
wages, therefore, should be the real
growth rate of economy plus the rate
of inflation minus the rate of popula-
tion growth. The regulatory frame-
work must ensure that this growth in
wages is actually realised, failing
which inequalities are bound to
widen. An important policy tool here
could be the prescription of appropri-
ate minimum wages and more impor-
tantly an effective mechanism for its
implementation.

Tax policies are the second impor-
tant factor to be considered to deal
with disparities and inequalities. Pro-
gressive tax policies, which require
the rich to pay at higher rates than the
poor, ensure that distortions due to
the low wage rate are corrected to
some extent. However, progressive
tax regimes are as good as their
implementation. Thus, tax evasion
and tax dodging by the rich can easi-
ly counterbalance the effort. Indian
economy with progressive tax policies
but high tax evasion and tax avoid-
ance is a case in point. Inequalities
are further manifested in wealth dis-
parities. Wealth tax or inheritance tax
could be another policy tool to deal
with economic disparity.

The third major factor is the public
spending policies of the govern-
ment. Public spending on education,
healthcare, social welfare and other
services availed by the poor can go a
long way in addressing economic
inequality. It ensures that a higher
share of the national income is made
available to the poor. Greater empha-
sis on the social sector also equips
the poorer sections of society to con-
tribute better to national growth and
increase their own earning capaci-
ties. The indirect subsidies, such as
the fertiliser subsidy, routed
through the suppliers, often end up
lining the pockets of the rich. The
use of modern technology (direct
transfer of money to beneficiary
accounts) presents a good policy
option to the public authorities to
directly address inequalities.

JASPAL SINGH
PRINCIPAL SECY, PLANNING, PUNJAB

Public spending on
education, healthcare,

social welfare and other
services availed by the poor

can go a long way in
addressing economic

inequality. It ensures that a
higher share of the national
income is made available 

to them. Greater emphasis
on the social sector also

equips the poorer sections
of society to contribute

better to national growth
and increase their 
earning capacities.

Pro-poor policies can lessen economic inequality

DIVIDE: The regulatory framework must ensure that the growth in wages is realised.

RASHEED KIDWAI
SENIOR JOURNALIST & AUTHOR

Advantage Mamata in slugfest with Centre

su do ku calendar forecast

FEBRUARY 5, 2019 TUESDAY

■ Vikrami Samvat 2075

■ Shaka Samvat 1940

■ Magh Shaka 16

■ Magh Parvishte 23

■ Hijari 1440

■ Shukla Paksh Tithi 1, up to 5.16 am

■ Vya Yoga  up to 8.56 am

■ Dhanishtha Nakshatra -----

■ Moon enters Aquarius sign at 7.35 pm

■ Panchak start 7.35 pm

■ Gupt navratre start.

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION
Across: 1 Silence, 4 Cavil, 7 Rove, 8 Question, 10 Gunrunning, 12 Freely, 13 Osprey, 15
Expatriate, 18 Accolade, 19 Comb, 20 Yemen, 21 Pointer.
Down: 1 Shrug, 2 Lavender, 3 Equine, 4 Cosa Nostra, 5 Vain, 6 Lengthy, 9 Ku Klux
Klan, 11 Breakout, 12 Fantasy, 14 Hard up, 16 Ember, 17 Scam.

ACROSS
1 Easily angered (9)
8 A tropical fruit (5)
9 Motivate (7)
10 Unlucky accident (6)
11 Outer edge (6)
12 Summons to wake (8)
15 Encourage (8)
18 Amount produced (6)
20 Painter (6)
21 Marine mammal (7)
22 To rebuke (5)
23 An inexpensive paper (9)

DOWN
2 Happen again (5)
3 Strabismus (6)
4 Overdrawn at bank (2,3,3)
5 Extensive dominion (6)
6 Conical termites’ nest (7)
7 Illegal seizure of

power (4,5)
11 Self-employed (9)
13 Virulent (8)
14 Refrain from voting (7)
16 To decrease (6)
17 Mental dullness (6)
19 Combination (5)

quick crossword

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

Sunny Partly Cloudy Cloudy Rainy Foggy

CITY MAX MIN
Chandigarh 20 11
New Delhi 22 10
PUNJAB

Amritsar 20  09
Bathinda 21 08
Jalandhar 21 09
Ludhiana 22 11
HARYANA

Bhiwani 20 10
Hisar 21  10
Sirsa 20 10
HIMACHAL PRADESH

Dharamsala 14  04
Manali 11  --03
Shimla 13  04
JAMMU & KASHMIR
Jammu 20 09
Leh  01 --08
Srinagar 05 0
UTTARAKHAND 
Dehradun 26  08
Mussoorie 16  06

SUNSET: TUESDAY 18:01 HRS
SUNRISE: WEDNESDAY 07:11 HRS

TEMPERATURE IN OCMEDIUM

2 3 5 1 8 7 4 9 6
1 8 7 4 6 9 5 3 2
4 9 6 5 2 3 1 8 7
6 5 3 2 4 8 9 7 1
8 1 4 7 9 6 3 2 5
9 7 2 3 5 1 6 4 8
7 2 1 9 3 5 8 6 4
3 4 8 6 1 2 7 5 9
5 6 9 8 7 4 2 1 3

6 7 5

5 2 1

8 3

3 6 7

4 2

8 9 6

8 5

2 3 8

3 7 4
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ßèÚUÖê× ·ð¤ çâ©UÚUè âð ç×ÎÙæÂéÚU ·ð¤ ãéU° âÈ¤ÚU
·¤æ ãñUÐ ¥æÁ §Ù ÎôÙô´ Á»ãUô´ ·ð¤ Õè¿ âÇ¸U·¤
×æ»ü âð ÎêÚUè wyz ç·¤Üô×èÅUÚU ãñUÐ §â ÎõÚUæÙ
¥æÂ·¤ô Îæ×ôÎÚU ÙÎè ÂæÚU ·¤ÚUÙè ãUô»èÐ
ÚUæcÅþUèØ ÚUæÁ×æ»ü x~ (¥Õ ÙØæ °Ù°¿ vy)
ãUôÙð ·ð¤ ÕæßÁêÎ §â ÚUæSÌð âð ÁæÙð ×ð´ ¥æÂ·¤ô
·¤ÚUèÕ ÀUãU ƒæ¢ÅðU Ü» Áæ°¢»ðÐ ßáü v}{{ ×ð´
ã¢UÅUÚU ßèÚUÖê× ·ð¤ ¥çâSÅð´UÅU ×çÁSÅþðUÅU °ß¢

·¤Üð€ÅUÚU Íð ¥õÚU ©UÙ çÎÙô´ ßãU àææØÎ
Ò°ÙËâ ¥æòÈ¤ M¤ÚUÜ Õ¢»æÜÓ ·ð¤ çÜ° âæ×»ýè
ÁéÅUæÙð ×ð´ Ü»ð ãéU° ÍðÐ Èý¤æ¢çââ ãðUÙÚUè S·ý¤æ§Ù
Ùð v~®v ×ð´ ã¢UÅUÚU ·¤è ÁèßÙè  çÜ¹è Íè
¥õÚU ª¤ÂÚU ßç‡æüÌ ¥æ�ØæÙ ©Uâè ç·¤ÌæÕ âð
çÜØæ »Øæ ãñUÐ Õæ¢·é¤Ç¸Uæ ·¤æ çÁÜæ »ÁðçÅØÚU
ßáü v~®z ×ð´ Âý·¤æçàæÌ ãéU¥æ ÍæÐ ÁÕ ×ñ´
§Ù ÂéÚUæÙð çÁÜæ »ÁðçÅUØÚUô´ ·¤ô ÂÉ¸UÌæ ãê¢U Ìô
©UÙ×ð´ ©UÂÜŽÏ âæ×»ýè ·ð¤ Ö¢ÇUæÚU ¥õÚU ©UÙ·ð¤
Üð¹·¤ô´ ·¤è ÂÉ¸UÙð ·¤è ¥æÎÌ âð ãñUÚUÌ ×ð´ ÂÇ¸U
ÁæÌæ ãê¢UÐ

Õæ¢·é¤Ç¸Uæ ·ð¤ çÁÜæ »ÁðçÅUØÚU ·ð¤ Üð¹·¤ô´
Ùð Öè S·ý¤æ§Ù ·¤è çÜ¹è ã¢UÅÚU ·¤è ÁèßÙè
ÂȨ́Uè Íè ¥õÚU â¢¿æÚU ·ð¤ âæÏÙố ÂÚU çÜ¹ð »°
¥ŠØæØ ×ð´ ã¢UÅUÚU ·¤è Øæ˜ææ ¥õÚU ©Uââð ÁéÇ¸Uè
ÂèÇ̧Uæ ·¤ô Öè ©Uâ »ÁðçÅØÚU ×ð́ Õ¹êÕè çÂÚUôØæ
ÍæÐ »ÁðçÅØÚU ·¤ô ©UhëÌ ·¤Úð́U Ìô, Òv~®w Ì·¤
çÁÜð ×ð´ ·¤ô§ü ÚðUÜ Üæ§Ù ÙãUè´ Íè ¥õÚU ØãUæ¢
Âãé¢U¿Ùð ·¤æ âÕâð ¥æâæÙ ÌÚUè·¤æ ØãUè Íæ ç·¤
ÚðUÜ ×æ»ü âð ÚUæÙè»¢Á Ì·¤ Âãé¢U¿ð´ ¥õÚU çÈ¤ÚU
Õæ·¤è ÚUæSÌæ âÇ̧U·¤ ×æ»ü âð ÂêÚUæ ·¤Úð́UÐ ãUæÜæ¢ç·¤
ØãU Ù ·ð¤ßÜ ×ã¢U»æ ÂÇ¸UÌæ Íæ ÕçË·¤ Øæ˜ææ
Í·¤æª¤ Öè ãUôÌè ÍèÐ §â ÎõÚUæÙ Îæ×ôÎÚU ÙÎè
·¤ô Öè ÂæÚU ·¤ÚUÙæ ÂÇ̧UÌæ ÍæÐ ÚðUÜ Üæ§Ù ¥Õ
Õæ¢·é¤ÇU̧æ ·ð¤ Âêßü âð Âçà¿× ÀUôÚU Ì·¤ ÁæÌè ãñU
Üðç·¤Ù ÖèÌÚUè §Üæ·¤ô´ Ì·¤ ÁæÙæ ·¤æÈ¤è
×éçà·¤Ü ãUôÌæ ãñU €Øô´ç·¤ ÚUæSÌð ×ð́ ·¤§ü ÙçÎØæ¢

ç×ÜÌè ãñ́U çÁÙ ÂÚU ·¤ô§ü ÂéÜ ÙãUè́ ãñUÐ ãUæÜæ¢ç·¤
ÂéÜô´ ·ð¤ ¥Öæß ·ð¤ ¥Üæßæ çÁÜð ·¤è âÇ¸·ð́¤
·¤æÈ¤è ¥‘ÀUè çSÍçÌ ×ð´ ãñ´U ¥õÚU ÚUæØÂéÚU ·ð¤
¥æâÂæâ ·ð¤ Îçÿæ‡æ�Âçà¿×è ÀUôÚU ·ð¤ ¥Üæßæ
çÁÜð ·¤æ ãÚðU·¤ çãUSâæ ©UÙâð ÁéÇ¸Uæ ãéU¥æ ãñUÐÓ
âßæÜ ©UÆUÌæ ãñU ç·¤ ·ð¤ßÜ âÇ¸U·ð´¤ ãUè €Øô´
×õÁêÎ Íè´, ·¤ô§ü ÂéÜ €Øô´ ÙãUè´ Íæ? ¥æ×
ÌõÚU ÂÚU Üô» °ðâè çSÍçÌ ·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð´ ÙãUè´
âô¿Ìð ãñ´UÐ ·¤ô§ü Öè ç·¤âè ×æ»ü ·¤ô Üð·¤ÚU
ØãUè âô¿ð»æ ç·¤ ÚUæSÌð ×ð´ ÙÎè ¥æÙð ÂÚU ÂéÜ
Öè ÕÙð ãUố»ðÐ

ãUæÜ çÈ¤ÜãUæÜ Ì·¤ ãU×æÚðU Âæâ °ðâæ ·¤ô§ü
¥æ¢·¤Ç¸Uæ ÙãUè´ Íæ Áô ÚUæcÅþUèØ ÚUæÁ×æ»ôZ ÂÚU
×õÁêÎ ÂéÜô´ ·¤è â¢�Øæ ¥õÚU ©UÙ·¤è ãUæÜÌ
·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð´ ÕÌæ â·ð¤Ð ÖæÚUÌèØ ÂéÜ ÂýÕ¢ÏÙ
Âý‡ææÜè (¥æ§üÕè°×°â) ·ð¤ âõÁ‹Ø âð ¥Õ
ãU×æÚðU Âæâ ÚUæÁ×æ»ôZ ÂÚU ÕÙð ÒÂéÜố ·¤è âðãUÌÓ
·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð́ °·¤ âßðü ·ð¤ ¥æ¢·¤Çð̧U ©UÂÜŽÏ ãñ́UÐ
¥Õ ãU×ð´ ÂÌæ ãñU ç·¤ ·é¤Ü v.|w Üæ¹ ÂéÜô´
×ð´ âð ·¤ÚUèÕ {,®®® ÂéÜô´ ·¤è â¢ÚU¿Ùæˆ×·¤
ãUæÜÌ ÆUè·¤ ÙãUè́ ãñUÐ

§â·¤æ ÁßæÕ ÌÜæàæÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° ãU× v~®}
·ð¤ §�ÂèçÚUØÜ »ÁðçÅUØÚU ·ð¤ Â‹Ùð ÂÜÅUÌð ãñ´Ð
§â·ð¤ ×éÌæçÕ·¤, ÒâæÜ ÖÚU ×ð´ ¥æÆU ×ãUèÙô´
âð ¥çÏ·¤ â×Ø Ì·¤ ÙçÎØô´ ·¤è ×õÁêÎ»è
ãUôÌð ãéU° Öè ÖæÚUÌ ·ð¤ ×ñÎæÙè §Üæ·ð¤ ÚUôÁ×ÚUæü
·ð¤ â¢¿æÚU âæÏÙô´ ·ð¤ ÁçÚUØð ÂæÚU ç·¤° ÁæÙð

ÜæØ·¤ ãñ´UÐ ¥Ü»�¥Ü» SÍæÙô´ ÂÚU
¥æßæÁæãUè ·ð¤ çÜ° §âð ·¤ô§ü ÕæÏæ ÙãUè´ ×æÙæ
ÁæÌæ ÚUãUæ ãñUÐ ØãUæ¢ Ì·¤ ç·¤ v}ßè´ âÎè ·ð¤
¥¢Ì Ì·¤ âñ‹Ø ©UgðàØ ·ð¤ çÜ° Öè ÕÙè ãéU§ü
âÇ¸U·¤ô´ ·¤è ·¤ô§ü ×æ¢» ÙãUè´ ãUôÌè ÍèÐ °ðâè
çSÍçÌ ×ð´ ÂçÚUßãUÙ ×é�Ø M¤Â âð »ýæ×è‡æ
ÚUæSÌô´ ÂÚU ×ßðçàæØô´ ·ð¤ ÁçÚUØð ãUôÌæ ÍæÐ Üô»
Øæ Ìô §Ù Âàæé¥ô´ ·¤è âßæÚUè ·¤ÚÌð Íð Øæ
ÂæÜç·¤Øô´ ×ð́ ÕñÆUÌð ÍðÐÓ

·¤ÚUèÕ ©Uâè â×Ø ÚðUÜ ×æ»ôZ ·¤æ çÙ×æü‡æ
àæéM¤ ãéU¥æ çÁâÙð Ù§ü âÇ¸U·¤ô´ ·ð¤ ¿çÚU˜æ °ß¢
·¤æ×·¤æÁ ÎôÙô´ ÂÚU »ãUÚUæ ¥âÚU ÇUæÜæ ãñUÐ
ÚðUÜ Âý‡ææÜè ·ð¤ çßSÌæÚU ·ð¤ âæÍ ¥Õ ¥õÚU
…ØæÎæ ÁM¤ÚUè ãUô »Øæ ãñU ç·¤ âÇ¸U·ð´¤ °ðâè
çÎàææ¥ô´ ×ð´ ÕÙæ§ü Áæ°¢ Áô ÚðUÜ ×æ»ôZ ·ð¤
ÂýçÌm¢mè ÙãUè´, ÂêÚU·¤ ·¤è Öêç×·¤æ çÙÖæ°¢Ð
§âè ·ð¤ âæÍ Â€·¤è âÇ¸U·¤ô´ ·¤è ×æ¢» Öè
ÕÉ¸Uè ãñUÐ v}wx ×ð´ ×ñÜôÙè Ùð »ýðÅU Î€·¤Ù
ÚUôÇU ·ð¤ Ùæ»ÂéÚU�ÁÕÜÂéÚU ¹¢ÇU ·ð¤ Õè¿
âÇ¸U·¤ ·¤è ãUæÜÌ âéÏæÚUÙð ·¤è ß·¤æÜÌ ·¤ÚUÌð
ãéU° ·¤ãUæ Íæ ÒSÍæÙèØ ©UÂÁ ·¤è ßæSÌçß·¤
×æ˜ææ ©UÂÖô» âð ¥çÏ·¤ ÍèÐ Îðàæ ·¤è
â¢Â‹ÙÌæ ·ð¤ çÜ° ¥çÏàæðá ©UˆÂæÎ ·¤ô ÎêâÚUè
Á»ãU Âãé¢U¿æÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° âSÌæ °ß¢ âÚUÜ
â¢¿æÚU ¥ÂçÚUãUæØü ãñUÐÓ

ØãU çÅUŒÂ‡æè ·¤×U àæŽÎô´ ×ð´ ãUè ØãU ÕØæ¢
·¤ÚU ÎðÌè ãñU ç·¤ v~ßè´ âÎè ·ð¤ àæéL¤¥æÌè ÎõÚU
×ð´ âÇ¸U·¤ô´ ·ð¤ çÙ×æü‡æ ·ð¤ ÂèÀðU ·¤æ âæ×æ‹Ø
×·¤âÎ €Øæ ãUôÌæ Íæ? È¤âÜô´ ·¤è ·¤ÅUæ§ü
·¤æ â×Ø ÙçÎØô´ ×ð´ ÂæÙè ·¤× ãUôÙð ·¤æ Öè
ß€Ì ãUôÌæ Íæ, çÜãUæÁæ »ýæ¢ÇU Åþ¢U·¤ ×æ»ôZ ·¤ô
ÀUôÇ¸U·¤ÚU Õæ·¤è âÇ¸U·¤ô´ ×ð´ ÂéÜô´ ·ð¤ çÙ×æü‡æ
·¤è ÁM¤ÚUÌ ãUè ÙãUè´ â×Ûæè »§üÐ ·¤§ü ÕÇ¸Uè
ÙçÎØô´ ÂÚU ¥Öè Ì·¤ SÍæØè ÂéÜ ÙãUè´ ÕÙ
Âæ° ãñ´U ¥õÚU ©UÙ·¤è Á»ãU ÌñÚUÌð ÂéÜ Øæ
Ùõ·¤æ°¢ ãUè ¥æßæ»×Ù ·¤æ âæÏÙ ÕÙÌð ãñ´UÐ
§â ÌÚUãU, àæéL¤¥æÌè ÎõÚU ·¤è ¥çÏ·¤æ¢àæ
âÇ¸U·ð´¤ çÙ¿Üð §Üæ·¤ô´ ¥âÜ ×ð´ ÙçÎØô´ ·ð¤
ç·¤ÙæÚðU Ì·¤ Âãé¢U¿Ùð ·¤æ âæÏÙ ÖÚU ãUôÌè
Íè´Ð ÚðUÜßð ·ð¤ ¥æ»×Ù ·ð¤ âæÍ ãUè ãUæÜæÌ
ÕÎÜ »° ¥õÚU Â€·¤è âÇ¸U·¤ô´ ¥õÚU ÙçÎØô´
ÂÚU ÂéÜô´ ·¤è ×æ¢» ÕÉ¸U »§ü Ìæç·¤ ÂêÚðU âæÜ
ÚðUÜ ×æ»ü Ì·¤ â¢Â·ü¤ ·¤æØ× ÚU¹æ Áæ â·ð¤ÐÓ
àæéL¤¥æÌ ×ð´ ÙçÎØô´ ÂÚU ÂéÜ §âçÜ° Ùãè´
ÕÙæ° »° Íð €Øô´ç·¤ ©UÙ·¤è ÁM¤ÚUÌ ãUè ÙãUè´
â×Ûæè ÁæÌè ÍèÐ Üðç·¤Ù ÚðUÜßð ·ð¤ ¥æÙð âð
ØãU ÏæÚU‡ææ Öè ÕÎÜ »§üÐ

¥æ§üÕè°×°â ·ð¤ âßðü ·ð¤ ×éÌæçÕ·¤
ÚUæÁ×æ»ôZ ÂÚU v.xy Üæ¹ ÂéçÜØæ, xw,}®{
ÀUôÅðU ÂéÜ, x,{y| ÕÇ¸ðU ÂéÜ ¥õÚU v,}xz
ÕãéUÌ ÕÇ¸ðU ÂéÜ ÕÙð ãéU° ãñ´UÐ §Ù×ð´ âð ÕãéUÌ
âæÚðU ÂéÜ ·¤§ü Îàæ·¤ ÂãUÜð ©Uâ â×Ø ÕÙð
Íð ÁÕ ßæç‡æç…Ø·¤ ßæãUÙ ¥Âðÿææ·ë¤Ì ·¤×
ßÁÙ ·ð¤ âæÍ ÎõÇ¸UÌð ÍðÐ §â âßðü âð ÂÌæ
¿Üæ ãñU ç·¤ ÚUæcÅþUèØ ÚUæÁ×æ»ôZ ÂÚU ÕÙð wx
ÂéÜ Ìô âõ âæÜ âð Öè ¥çÏ·¤ ÂéÚUæÙð ãñ´UÐ
ÉUôÜæ�âçÎØæ Áñâð ¥æÏéçÙ·¤ ÂéÜ ·ð¤ âæÍ
§Ù ÂéÜô´ ·¤æ Öè ßÁêÎ ãñUÐ

Õæ¢·é¤Ç̧Uæ ¥õÚU Îæ×ôÎÚU âð ÁéÇ̧Uè âæ×»ýè ·¤æ
¥ŠØØÙ ·¤ÚUÌð â×Ø ×éÛæð Õæ¢·é¤Ç̧Uæ ·ð¤ âæÜÅUôÚUæ
Âý¹¢ÇU ·ð¤ ·¤§ü »æ¢ßô´ ·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð́ Öè ÂÌæ ¿Üæ
Áô Îæ×ôÎÚU ÙÎè ÂÚU ÕÙð ÂéÜ ·ð¤ ÁçÚUØð
¥æâÙâôÜ âð ÁéÇð̧U ãéU° ÍðÐ Üðç·¤Ù ßãU ÂéÜ
àææØÎ Õæ¢â âð ãUè ÕÙæ ÍæÐ

(Üð¹·¤ ÂýÏæÙ×¢˜æè ·¤è ¥æçÍü·¤
âÜæãU·¤æÚU ÂçÚáÎ ·ð¤ ¿ðØÚU×ñÙ ãñ´UÐ Üð¹ ×ð´
ÃØ€Ì çß¿æÚU çÙÁè ãñ́U)

·ë¤çá ÁôÌU çâ·é¤Ç¸U·¤ÚU
¥ÃØæßãUæçÚU·¤ ÕÙ ÚUãUè ãñ´U ¥õÚU
ÂÚ¢UÂÚUæ»Ì ·ë¤çá ¥ÜæÖ·¤æÚUè ãUæð
ÚUãUè ãñUÐ °ðâð ×ð´ ßçÅüU·¤Ü ¹ðÌè
Ùð È¤âÜ ©U»æÙð ·ð¤ °·¤
¥æ·¤áü·¤ ÌÚUè·ð¤ ·ð¤ M¤Â ×ð´ ŠØæÙ
¥æ·ë¤CïU ·¤ÚUÙæ àæéM¤ ·¤ÚU çÎØæ ãñUÐ
·ë¤çá ·¤è §â ¥Ùô¹è Âý‡ææÜè
×ð´ ÂõÏô´ ·¤ô ÎèßæÚUô´ âð ÁéÇ¸Uè
¥Ü×æçÚUØô´ ÂÚU ÚU¹ð ·¢¤ÅðUÙÚUô´ ×ð´
Øæ ©U»æØæ ÁæÌæ ãñU Øæ Ü¢Õð Èýð¤×
Øæ çÂÜÚU ÂÚU ÅUæ¢»æ ÁæÌæ ãñUÐ
§ââð ÂõÏô´ ·¤ô ¥ÂÙè ÂêÚUè
ª¢¤¿æ§ü Ì·¤ ÕÉ¸UÙð ¥õÚU ãUÚU ÂõÏð
Ì·¤ Âý·¤æàæ ·¤ô Âãé¢ U¿Ùð ·¤è
ÂØæüŒÌ Á»ãU ç×ÜÌè ãñUÐ ÀUÌô´,
ÕæÜ·¤Ùè ¥õÚU àæãUÚUô´ ×ð´
ÕãéU×¢çÁÜæ §×æÚUÌô´ ·ð¤ ·é¤ÀU
çãUSâô´ ×ð´ È¤âÜè ÂõÏð ©U»æÙð
·¤ô Öè ßçÅüU·¤Ü ·ë¤çá ·ð¤ ãUè °·¤
çãUSâð ·ð¤ M¤Â ×ð´ Îð¹æ ÁæÌæ ãñUÐ
ãUæÜæ¢ç·¤ §â·ð¤ âÕâð ¥‘ÀðU
ÙÌèÁð ÌÕ ç×ÜÌð ãñ´U, ÁÕ °ðâè
¹ðÌè §×æÚUÌ ·ð¤ ÖèÌÚU Øæ ÂæòçÜ
ãUæ©Uâ ×ð´ ·¤è ÁæÌè ãñUÐ §Ù×ð´
ÂØæüßÚU‡æ ·¤è Îàææ¥ô´ ·¤ô
çÙØ¢ç˜æÌ ç·¤Øæ Áæ â·¤Ìæ ãñUÐ
ßçÅüU·¤Ü ·ë¤çá ·¤æ ÕéçÙØæÎè
©UgðàØ ·¤× âð ·¤× Á»ãU ×ð´
…ØæÎæ âð …ØæÎæ â¢�Øæ ×ð´ ÂõÏð
©U»æÙæ ãñUÐ §â×ð´ ÿæñçÌÁ ·¤è ÌÚUãU
ª¤UŠßæüÏÚU Á»ãU ·¤æ §SÌð×æÜ
ç·¤Øæ ÁæÌæ ãñUÐ

ãUæÜæ¢ç·¤ ¥Öè ÖæÚUÌ ×ð´
È¤âÜð´ ©U»æÙð ·¤æ ØãU ÌÚUè·¤æ
àæéL¤¥æÌè ¿ÚU‡æ ×ð´ ãUè ãñUÐ ×»ÚU
ØãU ¥‹Ø ·¤§ü Îðàæô´ ×ð´ ·¤æÈ¤è
Âý»çÌ ·¤ÚU ¿é·¤æ ãñUÐ çßàæðá M¤Â
âð ©UÙ Îðàæô´ ×ð´, ÁãUæ¢ Á×èÙ ·¤è
©UÂÜŽÏÌæ ·¤× ãñUÐ §â ÕæÌ ×ð´
·¤ô§ü â¢ÎðãU ÙãUè´ ãñU ç·¤ ÕÇ¸ð U
¥æ·¤æÚU ¥õÚU ßÁÙèU È¤âÜð´ §â
ÌÚUãU ·¤è ¹ðÌè ·ð¤ çÜ° ©UÂØé€Ì
ÙãUè´ ãñ´UÐ Üðç·¤Ù ª¢¤¿ð ×êËØ ¥õÚU
ÀUôÅðU ¥æ·¤æÚU ·¤è ÕãéUÌ âè È¤âÜð´
¥æâæÙè âð ª¤UŠßæüÏÚU ÉUæ¢¿ô´ ×ð´
©U»æ§ü Áæ â·¤Ìè ãñ´ UÐ ßçÅüU·¤Ü
¹ðÌè ·¤ÚUÙð ßæÜð …ØæÎæÌÚU ©Ul×è
ÜðçÅUâ, Õýô·¤Üè, ¥õáÏèØ °ß¢
âé»¢çÏÌ ÁÇ¸Uè�ÕêçÅUØæ¢, Èê¤Ü
¥õÚU âæÁ�â”ææ ·ð¤ ÂõÏð,
ÅU×æÅUÚU, Õñ»Ù Áñâè ×ÛæôÜè
¥æ·¤æÚU ·¤è È¤âÜð´ ¥õÚU SÅþUæòÕðÚUè
Áñâð È¤Ü ©U»æÌð ãñ´UÐ

â¢ÚUçÿæÌ ÂØæüßÚU‡æ ×ð ´
¥Ü×æçÚUØô´ ×ð´ ÅþðU ×ð´ ×àæM¤× ·¤è
ßæç‡æç…Ø·¤ ¹ðÌè ßçÅüU·¤Ü ¹ðÌè
·¤æ âÕâð ¥æ× ©UÎæãUÚU‡æ ãñUÐ
©U“æ Ì·¤Ùè·¤ ßæÜè ßçÅüU·¤Ü
¹ðÌè ·¤æ °·¤ ¥‹Ø âæ×æ‹Ø
©UÎæãUÚU‡æ çÅUàØê ·¤Ë¿ÚU ãñUÐ

§â×ð´ ÂõÏô´ ·ð¤ ÕèÁô´ ·¤ô ÅðUSÅU
ÅKêÕU ×ð ´ çâ¢ÍðçÅU·¤ ×æŠØ× ×ð´
©U»æØæ ÁæÌæ ãñU ¥õÚU ·ë¤ç˜æ×
Âý·¤æàæ ¥õÚU ÂØæüßÚU‡æ ×éãñ UØæ
·¤ÚUæØæ ÁæÌæ ãñUÐ ßçÅüU·¤Ü È¤æ×ü
×ð ´ ©U»æ° ÁæÙð ßæÜð ©UˆÂæÎ
Õè×æçÚUØô´, ·¤èÅUô´ ¥õÚU
·¤èÅUÙæàæ·¤ô´ âð ×é€Ì ãUôÌð ãñ ´ UÐ
¥æ× ÌõÚU ÂÚU §Ù·¤è »é‡æïßžææ
ÕãéUÌ ÕðãUÌÚU ãUôÌè ãñU, §âçÜ°
©UÙ·ð¤ Îæ× Öè …ØæÎæ ç×ÜÌð ãñ´UÐ

§â â×Ø ßçÅüU·¤Ü ·ë¤çá
×é�Ø M¤Â âð Õð´»ÜêL¤, ãñUÎÚUæÕæÎ
, çÎËÜè ¥õÚU ·é¤ÀU ¥‹Ø àæãUÚUô´
×ð ´ ãUôÌè ãñUÐ ØãUæ¢ ©Ulç×Øô´ Ùð
àæõç·¤Øæ ÌõÚU ÂÚU ßçÅüU·¤Ü ¹ðÌè
·¤è àæéL¤¥æÌ ·¤è Íè, Üðç·¤Ù ÕæÎ
×ð´ ÃØæßâæçØ·¤ ©Ul× ·¤æ M¤Â
Îð çÎØæÐ §Ù àæãUÚUô´ ×ð´ ÕãéUÌ âð
©Ul×è ãUæ§ÇþUôÂôçÙ€â ¥õÚU
°ØÚUôÂôçÙ€â Áñâð ÁæÙè�×æÙè
Âý‡ææçÜØô´ ·¤æ §SÌð×æÜ ·¤ÚU ÚUãðU
ãñ´UÐ ãUæ§ÇþUôÂôçÙ€â ×ð´ ÂõÏô´ ·¤ô
ÂæÙè ×ð´ ©U»æØæ ÁæÌæ ãñUÐ §â
ÂæÙè ×ð´ ¥æßàØ·¤ ÂæÎÂ Âôá·¤
ç×Üð ãUôÌð ãñ´UÐ °ØÚUôÂôçÙ€â ×ð´
ÂõÏô´ ·¤è ÁÇ¸Uô´ ÂÚU ·ð¤ßÜ ç×çŸæÌ
Âôá·¤ Ìžßô´ ·¤æ çÀUÇ¸U·¤æß ç·¤Øæ
ÁæÌæ ãñUÐ »×Üð ×ð´ Ü»ð ÂõÏô´ ·ð¤
×æ×Üð ×ð´ ¥æ× ÌõÚU ÂÚU ç×Å÷UÅUè
·¤è Á»ãU ÂÜæü§ÅU, ÙæçÚUØÜ ·ð¤
Úð Uàæð, ·¤ô·¤ô ÂèÅU, È¤âÜô´ ·¤æ
Èê¤â Øæ ÕÁÚUè ·¤æ §SÌð×æÜ
ç·¤Øæ ÁæÌæ ãñUÐ

ãUæÜæ¢ç·¤ ßçÅüU·¤Ü ·ë¤çá ·ð¤
·é¤ÀU Âð¿èÎæ ÂãUÜê Öè ãñ´ UÐ Øð
çÎ€·¤Ìð´ ×æ×Üð ÂÚU çÙÖüÚU ·¤ÚUÌè
ãñ´U ¥õÚU §âçÜ° ©UÙâð ãUÚU ×æ×Üð
·ð¤ ¥æÏæÚU ÂÚU çÙÂÅUæ ÁæÙæ
¿æçãU°Ð §Ù×ð´ âð °·¤ ¿éÙõÌè
ÂõÏô´ ·ð¤ çÜ° ÂØæüŒÌ Âý·¤æàæ
âéçÙçà¿Ì ·¤ÚUÙæ Öè ãñUÐ ¥»ÚU
©Uâ §×æÚUÌè ÉUæ¢¿ð ·¤è §·¤æ§Øô´
×ð´ ÂØæüŒÌ ×æ˜ææ ×ð´ âêÚUÁ ·¤è
ÚUôàæÙè ©UÂÜŽÏ ÙãUè´ ãñU Ìô
·ë¤ç˜æ× Âý·¤æàæ ·¤è ÃØßSÍæ ·¤è
ÁæÙè ¿æçãU° Ìæç·¤ ÂõÏô´ ·¤è
âæ×æ‹Ø ßëçh ãUô â·ð¤Ð §â×ð´

°Ü§üÇUè ÕËÕ ¥õÚU ÅKêÕ
×ÎÎ»æÚU âæçÕÌ ãUô â·¤Ìð ãñU,
çÁÙ·¤è Üæ»Ì ¥Õ ·¤æÈ¤è ·¤×
ãUô »§ü ãñUÐ §×æÚUÌ ·ð¤ ¥¢ÎÚU ·ð¤
ÂõÏô´ Ì·¤ âêÚUÁ ·¤è ÚUôàæÙè
Âãé¢ U¿æÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° Âý·¤æàæ
ÂÚUæßÌü·¤ô´ ·¤æ Öè §SÌð×æÜ
ç·¤Øæ Áæ â·¤Ìæ ãñUÐ  

ÂÚUæ»‡æ °·¤ ¥‹Ø ¿éÙõÌè ãñU,
çßàæðá M¤Â âð ·ý¤æòâ ÂæòçÜÙðÅUÇU
È¤âÜô´ ·ð¤ ×æ×Üð ×ð´Ð §â ÂÚU
ŠØæÙ ÎðÙð ·¤è ÁM¤ÚUÌ ãñUÐ §ÙÇUôÚU
È¤æò×ü ×ð´ ÂÚUæ»‡æ ·¤èÅU ÙãUè´ ãUôÌð
ãñ ´, §âçÜ° ÂÚUæ»‡æ ãUæÍ âð
·¤ÚUÙæ ãUôÌæ ãñUÐ §â×ð´ Üæ»Ì
¥æÌè ãñU ¥õÚU â×Ø Öè ¹¿ü
ãUôÌæ ãñUÐ ¥Õ ÕãéUÌ âð ©Ul×è
§â ©UgðàØ ·ð¤ çÜ° ßçÅüU·¤Ü
È¤æòç×Z» §·¤æ§Øô´ ×ð´ ×Ïé×€¹è
ÂæÜÙ ·¤ÚUÌð ãñ´ UÐ ×Ïé×€¹è
ÂæÜÙ âð àæãUÎ ¥õÚU ×ô×,
ÂýôÂôçÜâ ¥õÚU ÚUæòØÜ ÁðÜè Áñâð
×ã¢U»ð ©UÂôˆÂæÎ ÂýæŒÌ ãUôÌð ãñ´ U,
çÁâð Õð¿·¤ÚU ¥çÌçÚU€Ì ¥æ×ÎÙè
¥çÁüÌ ·¤è Áæ â·¤Ìè ãñUÐ

ÖæÚUÌ ×ð´ ßçÅüU·¤Ü È¤æòç×Z»
·ð¤ ×æ×êÜè ÂýâæÚU ·¤è ×é�Ø
ßÁãUô´ ×ð´ âð °·¤ àæôÏ °ß¢
çß·¤æâ ×ÎÎ ·¤æ ¥Öæß ãñUÐ
ßçÅüU·¤Ü ¹ðÌè ·¤è Ì·¤Ùè·¤ ·¤ô
ÕðãUÌÚU ÕÙæÙð ¥õÚU Üæ»Ì ·¤×
·¤ÚUÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° ×éçà·¤Ü âð ãUè
·¤ô§ü â¢SÍæ»Ì àæôÏ ¿Ü ÚUãUæ
ãñUÐ ßçÅüU·¤Ü ¹ðÌè ·ð¤ â×Íü·¤
ÖæÚUÌèØ ·ë¤çá ¥Ùéâ¢ÏæÙ ÂçÚUáÎ
·ð¤ âãUæØ·¤ ×ãUæçÙÎðàæ·¤ ÅUè
ÁæÙ·¤èÚUæ× ·¤ãUÌð ãñ´ U ç·¤ ¹ðÌè
·¤è §â Âý‡ææÜè ·¤ô Üô·¤çÂýØ
ÕÙæÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° °ðâð àæôÏ ·¤è
Ìˆ·¤æÜ ÁM¤ÚUÌ ãñUÐ

âÚU·¤æÚUè ¥õÚU çÙÁè ÎôÙô´
ÿæð˜æô´ ·¤ô àæôÏ °ß¢ çß·¤æâ ·ð´¤¼ý
SÍæçÂÌ ·¤ÚUÙð ·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð´ çß¿æÚU
·¤ÚUÙæ ¿æçãU° Ìæç·¤ ßçÅüU·¤Ü
¹ðÌè ·¤ô ÂýôˆâæçãUÌ ç·¤Øæ Áæ
â·ð¤Ð §ââð §â ·ë¤çá Âý‡ææÜè
·ð¤ ¥æçÍü·¤, ÂØæüßÚU‡æ ¥õÚU
¥‹Ø ÜæÖ ãUæçâÜ ç·¤° Áæ
â·ð´¤»ðÐ ·ë¤çá ©UÂÁ ·¤è ÕÇ¸Uè
×æ˜ææ ·¤ô àæãUÚUô ´ ×ð ´ ÖðÁÙð âð
ØæÌæØæÌ Áæ× ¥õÚU ßæãUÙ
ÂýÎêá‡æ â×ðÌ ÁçÅUÜ â×SØæ°¢
ÂñÎæ ãUô ÚUãUè ãñ´UÐ §â·ð¤ ¥Üæßæ
§Ù ©UÂÁô´ ·¤ô ÖðÁÙð ·¤è ÖæÚUè
×æÜÖæÇ¸Uæ Üæ»Ì ¥æÌè ãñUÐ §âð
×Î÷ÎðÙÁÚU ÚU¹Ìð ãéU° àæãUÚUô´ ·¤ô
¥ÂÙè ÁM¤ÚUÌ ·ð¤ °·¤ çãUSâð ·¤è
¥æÂêçÌü SÍæÙèØ ©UˆÂæÎÙ âð ·¤ÚUÙè
¿æçãU°Ð §âçÜ° âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤ô
ßçÅüU·¤Ü ·ë¤çá ·¤ô ÕÉ¸Uæßæ ÎðÙð ·ð¤
çÜ° ÙèçÌØæ¢ ÜæÙè ¿æçãU°Ð

¥ÆUæÚUãUßè´ âÎè ×ð´ ·¤§ü âÇ¸U·ð´¤ °ðâè Íè´ çÁÙ·ð¤ ÚUæSÌð ×ð´ ÂÇ¸UÙð ßæÜè ÕÇ¸Uè
ÙçÎØô´ ÂÚU ÂéÜ ãUè ÙãUè´ ãUôÌð ÍðÐ §â ¥ÁèÕô»ÚUèÕ â×SØæ ·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð´
ÕÌæ ÚUãðU ãñ´U çßßð·¤ ÎðßÚUæòØ

âèÕè¥æ§ü ÕÙæ× ÚUæ…Ø
ÂéçÜâ ¥õÚU Áæ¢¿
Âçà¿× Õ¢»æÜ ×ð´ âèÕè¥æ§ü ¥õÚU
ÚUæ…Ø ÂéçÜâ ·ð¤ Õè¿ ÅU·¤ÚUæß ·¤æ
°·¤ ÙæÅU·¤èØ ƒæÅUÙæ·ý¤× Îð¹Ùð ·¤ô
ç×ÜæÐ àææÚUÎæ ç¿ÅUÈ¢¤ÇU ƒæôÅUæÜð ·¤è
Áæ¢¿ ·¤ÚU ÚUãUè âèÕè¥æ§ü ·¤è °·¤
ÅUè× ·¤ôÜ·¤æÌæ ÂéçÜâ ¥æØé€Ì âð
ÂêÀUÌæÀU ·¤ÚUÙð ©UÙ·ð¤ ¥æßæâ
Âãé¢U¿èÐ ÂéçÜâ ¥æØé€Ì ·ð¤ ƒæÚU ÂÚU
ÌñÙæÌ ÂéçÜâ·¤ç×üØæð´ Ùð âèÕè¥æ§ü
·¤è ÅUè× ·¤ô »ðÅU ÂÚU ãUè ÚUô·¤ çÜØæ
ÌÍæ ÅUè× ·ð¤ âÎSØô´ ·¤ô çãUÚUæâÌ
×ð́ Üð·¤ÚU ÍæÙæ Üð ÁæØæ »ØæÐ àææØÎ
Îðàæ ×ð́ ØãU ÂãUÜæ ×õ·¤æ ãUô»æ ÁÕ
Áæ¢¿ ·¤ÚUÙð »§ü âèÕè¥æ§ü ·¤è ÅUè×
·¤ô ãUè çãUÚUæâÌ ×ð́ Üð·¤ÚU ÍæÙæ ÜæØæ
»Øæ ãUôÐ §â·ð¤ ÕæÎ ÂéçÜâ ¥æØé€Ì
·ð¤ ƒæÚU ÂÚU ÂéçÜâ ÕÜ ÌñÙæÌ ·¤ÚU
çÎØæ »Øæ ÌÍæ ©UÙ·ð¤ ƒæÚU ·¤ô °·¤
ç·¤Üð ×ð´ ÌŽÎèÜ ·¤ÚU çÎØæ »ØæÐ
·¤ôÜ·¤æÌæ çSÍÌ âèÕè¥æ§ü
·¤æØæüÜØ ×ð´ ÕÇ¸Uè â¢�Øæ ×ð´
ÂéçÜâ·¤×èü ÌñÙæÌ ·¤ÚU çÎ° »°Ð
âèÕè¥æ§ü ×ð́ ÂéçÜâ ÕÜ ÌñÙæÌ ãUôÙð
·ð¤ ÕæÎ ·ð´¤¼ý ·¤è ¥ôÚU âð
âè¥æÚUÂè°È¤ ·ð¤ ÁßæÙô´ ·¤ô ÖðÁæ

»Øæ Üðç·¤Ù ÌÕÌ·¤ ÂéçÜâ ßãUæ¢ âð
Áæ ¿é·¤è ÍèÐ §ÏÚU ƒæÅUÙæ ·¤è âê¿Ùæ
×é�Ø×¢̃ æè ××Ìæ ÕÙÁèü Ì·¤ Âãé¢U¿èÐ
×é�Ø×¢̃ æè Ìˆ·¤æÜ ÂéçÜâ ·¤ç×àÙÚU
·ð¤ ƒæÚU Âãé¢U¿ »§ü ¥õÚU ·ð́¤¼ý âÚU·¤æÚU
mæÚUæ âèÕè¥æ§ü ·ð¤ ·¤çÍÌ ÎéL¤ÂØô»
·ð¤ ç¹ÜæÈ¤ ÏÚUÙð ÂÚU ÕñÆU »§üÐ â×Ø
ÕèÌÙð ·ð¤ âæÍ ãUè Ìë‡æ×êÜ ·¤æ¢»ýðâ
·ð¤ ·¤æØü·¤Ìæü¥ố Ùð ÂêÚUðU ÚUæ…Ø ×ð́ ÏÚUÙæ
ÂýÎàæüÙ àæéM¤ ·¤ÚU çÎØæÐ ÚUæÌ ×ð´ ÅþðUÙð´

ÚUô·¤ Îè »§Z ÌÍæ ÂýÏæÙ×¢˜æè ·¤æ
ÂéÌÜæ ÁÜæØæ »ØæÐ àææÚUÎæ
ç¿ÅUÈ¢¤ÇU ƒæôÅUæÜð ·¤è Áæ¢¿ ·¤è ÁÎ
×ð´ ÂéçÜâ ¥æØé€Ì ·ð¤ ¥æÌð ãUè
§â·¤è ¥æ¢¿ ÌðÁ ãUô »§ü Áô ÂêÚðU

Âçà¿× Õ¢»æÜ ×ð́ Èñ¤Ü »§üÐ ×æ×Üð
Ùð ÚUæÁÙèçÌ·¤ M¤Â Üð çÜØæ ÌÍæ
§âÂÚU ÚUæÁÙèçÌ àæéM¤ ãUô »§üÐ âßæÜ
ØãU ãñU ç·¤ Áæ¢¿ ·¤ô ÂýÖæçßÌ ·¤ÚUÙæ
€Øæ Îðàæ ·ð¤ ç¹ÜæÈ¤ ©UÆUæØæ »Øæ
·¤Î× ÙãUè´ ãñUÐ ¥»ÚU ç·¤âè ÃØç€Ì
ÂÚU Áæ¢¿ ¿Ü ÚUãUè ãñU ¥õÚU ßãU
§ü×æÙÎæÚU ãUñU Ìô ©Uâð Áæ¢¿ ×ð́ âãUØô»
·¤ÚUÙæ ¿æçãU°Ð ßãUè́ ¥»ÚU ×é�Ø×¢̃ æè
ãUè Áæ¢¿ ·ð¤ ç¹ÜæÈ¤ ÏÚUÙð ÂÚU ÕñÆU
Áæ° Ìô §âð €Øæ ·¤ãUæ Áæ°Ð ·¤ÚUèÕ
w® ãUÁæÚU ·¤ÚUôÇ¸U L¤ÂØð ·ð¤ àææÚUÎæ
ç¿ÅUÈ¢¤ÇU ƒæôÅUæÜð ·¤æ âˆØ ©UÁæ»ÚU
ãUôÙæ ¿æçãU° ÌÍæ ÎôçáØố ·¤ô âÁæ
ç×ÜÙè ¿æçãU° çÁâÙð »ÚUèÕ Üô»ô´
·¤æ Âñâæ ãUÇ̧UÂ çÜØæÐ

ç·¤àæôÚU ·é¤×æÚU, Ùô°ÇUæ

ÚUæðÁ»æÚU âëÁÙ ·ð¤
çÜ° ƒæÅðU ·¤ÚU ·¤æ ÕæðÛæ
â¢»çÆUÌ ÿæð˜æ ×ð´ ÚUæðÁ»æÚU Ü»æÌæÚU
ƒæÅU ÚUãðU ãñ´UÐ âÚU·¤æÚU ÚUôÁ»æÚU »æÚU´ÅUè

Áñâð ·¤æØü·ý¤× ·Ô¤ ÁçÚUØð §â
â×SØæ ·¤ô ãÜ ·¤ÚUÙð ·¤è ·¤ôçàæàæ
·¤ÚU ÚUãè ãñÐ Üðç·¤Ù ØãU ©ÂæØ ×êÜ
â×SØæ ·¤ô ·Ô¤ßÜ ¿æÎÚU âð É·¤Ùð
·¤æ ·¤æØü ·¤ÚUÌð ãñ´Ð ×âÜÙ ÚUôÁ»æÚU
»æÚU´ÅUè ·¤æØü·ý¤× ·¤ô ÂôçáÌ ·¤ÚUÙð
·Ô¤ çÜ° ÕÇ¸ð àæãÚUè ©lô»ô´ ÂÚU ·¤ÚU
Ü»æØæ ÁæÌæ ãñ çÁââð ×ã¢U»æ§ü
ÕÉ¸U â·¤Ìè ãñUÐ ¥æçÍü·¤ çß·¤æâ
·Ô¤ §â ×æòÇÜ ×ð´ ÂãÜð ¥æ×
¥æÎ×è ·¤ô »ÚUèÕè ·¤è Ö_è ×ð´
Ûæô´·¤æ Áæ ÚUãæ ãñÐ çÈ¤ÚU ÚUôÁ»æÚU
»æÚU´ÅUè âð ×ÚUã× Ü»æÙð ·¤æ Sßæ´»
ÚU¿æ Áæ ÚUãæ ãñÐ âÚU·¤æÚU ·ð¤ âæ×Ùð
ÙØæ ÚUôÁ»æÚUÂÚU·¤ ¥æçÍü·¤ ×æòÇÜ
Üæ»ê ·¤ÚUÙð ·¤è ¿éÙæñÌè ãñUÐ §â
çÎàææ ×ð´ ¥Ùð·¤ ·¤Î× ©Ææ° Áæ
â·¤Ìð ãñ´ Áñâð çÁâ ×æÜ ·Ô¤
©ˆÂæÎÙ ×ð´ Ÿæ× ·¤æ Øô»ÎæÙ ’ØæÎæ
ãñ, ©Uâ ÂÚU ·¤ÚU ÕæðÛæ ·¤× ç·¤Øæ
Áæ°Ð ØãU ÕæðÛæ ©Uâ ©Ulæð» ÂÚU
ÇUæÜæ Áæ° çÁâ×ð´ Âê´Áè ·¤æ
Øô»ÎæÙ Ÿæ× âð ’ØæÎæ ãñÐ °ðâæ
·¤ÚUÙð âð ·¤ÚU ·¤è ¥õâÌ ÎÚU ÂãÜð
Áñâè ÚUãð»è ÂÚU ©lç×Øô´ ·Ô¤ çÜ°
Ÿæç×·¤ô´ âð ·¤æ× ·¤ÚUæÙæ ÜæÖÂýÎ
ãô Áæ°»æÐ

ÚUæçÏ·¤æ çâ¢ãU, »æçÁØæÕæÎ

¥ÁØ ×ôã¢UÌè

ßçÅüU·¤Ü ¹ðÌè ·¤ô ÕÉU̧æßæ ÎðÙð 
·ð¤ çÜ° ÙèçÌØæ¢ Üæ° âÚU·¤æÚU

ÂéÜ�çßãUèÙ âÇ¸U·¤
Îæ×ôÎÚU ÙÎè ·¤è 

·¤æÙæÈê¤âè ¥æÂ·¤æ Âÿæ

ÂæÆU·¤ ¥ÂÙè ÚUæØ ãU×ð´ §â ÂÌð ÂÚU �æðÁ â·¤Ìð ãñ´U Ñ â¢ÂæÎ·¤, çÕÁÙðâ SÅñ´UÇUÇUüU çÜç×ÅðUÇU, y, ÕãUæÎéÚU
àææãU ÁÈ¤ÚU ×æ»ü, Ù§ü çÎËÜè � vv®®®w. ¥æÂ ãU×ð´ §ü×ðÜ Öè ·¤ÚU â·¤Ìð ãñ´U Ñ lettershindi@bsmail.in

©Uâ Á»ãU ·¤æ ©UËÜð¹ ¥ßàØ ·¤Úð´U, ÁãUæ¢ âð ¥æÂ §ü×ðÜ ·¤ÚU ÚUãð ãñ´UÐ

·¤ôÜ·¤æÌæ ×ð́ âèÕè¥æ§ü ÅUè× ·¤è
·¤æÚüUßæ§ü ·ð¤ ç¹ÜæÈ¤ ×é�Ø×¢̃ æè
××Ìæ ÕÙÁèü ÏÚUÙð ÂÚU ÕñÆU »§Z
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¹ðÌè�ÕæÇ¸Uè
âéçÚ¢UÎÚU âêÎ  

âßæðü“æ ‹ØæØæÜØ ·¤è §â ÕæÌ ·ð¤ çÜ°
âÚUæãUÙæ ·¤è ÁæÙè ¿æçãU° ç·¤ ©UâÙð Âçà¿×
Õ¢»æÜ âÚU·¤æÚU ¥æñÚU ·ð ´¤¼ýèØ Áæ¢¿ ŽØêÚUæ ð
(âèÕè¥æ§ü) ·ð¤ Õè¿ çÀUÇ¸U »° ÚUæÁÙèçÌ·¤
çßßæÎ âð ÁéÇ¸ðU ×æ×Üð ×ð´ çÙ‡æüØ Îð·¤ÚU °·¤
ÕÇ¸ð â¢·¤ÅU ·¤æð ÅUæÜ çÎØæ ãñUÐ ØãU ×æ×Üæ
âèÕè¥æ§ü mæÚUæ âæÚUÎæ ¥æñÚU ÚUæ ðÁ ßñÜè
ƒææðÅUæÜæð´ ·¤è Áæ¢¿ âð ÁéÇ¸Uæ ãéU¥æ ãñUÐ Îðàæ ·¤è

âÕâð ÕÇ¸Uè ¥ÎæÜÌ Ùð çÙcÂÿæ É¢U» âð
âèÕè¥æ§ü âð ·¤ãUæ ç·¤ ßãU ·¤æðÜ·¤æÌæ ·ð¤
ÂéçÜâ ¥æØé€Ì ÚUæÁèß ·é¤×æÚU ·¤æð ç»ÚU�ÌæÚU
ÙãUè´ ·¤ÚU â·¤Ìè ãñUÐ âæÍ ãUè ©UâÙð ·é¤×æÚU
·¤æð Öè çÙÎðüàæ çÎØæ ç·¤ ßãU çàæÜæò‹» Áñâè
ÌÅUSÍ Á»ãU ÂÚU âèÕè¥æ§ü ·ð¤ â×ÿæ
©UÂçSÍÌ ãUæð·¤ÚU ©Uâ·ð¤ ©Uç¿Ì âßæÜæð ´ ·ð¤
ÁßæÕ Îð´Ð âèÕè¥æ§ü Ùð Âçà¿× Õ¢»æÜ ·ð¤

×é�Ø âç¿ß ¥æñÚU ÂéçÜâ ×ãUæçÙÎðàæ·¤ ·ð¤
ç¹ÜæÈ¤ ¥ß×æÙÙæ Øæç¿·¤æ Öè ÎæØÚU ·¤è
¥æñÚU ¥ÎæÜÌ Ùð ÎæðÙæð ´ ¥çÏ·¤æçÚUØæð ´ âð Öè
×æ¢» ·¤è ç·¤ ßð §â ×ãUèÙð ·ð¤ ¥¢Ì Ì·¤ ¥ÂÙæ
ÁßæÕ ÂýSÌéÌ ·¤Úð´UÐ ‹ØæØæÜØ ·¤è â×ÌæÂê‡æü
ÎëçCïU ·¤æ °·¤ ¥æñÚU â¢·ð¤Ì ØãU Öè ãñU ç·¤ ÎæðÙæð´
Âÿææð ´ Ùð §âð ¥ÂÙè�¥ÂÙè ÁèÌ ÕÌæÌð ãéU°
Îæßð ç·¤°Ð Âçà¿× Õ¢»æÜ ·¤è ×é�Ø×¢˜æè
××Ìæ ÕÙÁèü Ùð ·¤ãUæ ãñU ç·¤ ¥ÎæÜÌ ·ð¤
çÙ‡æüØ âð ÚUæ…Ø âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤æ ØãU ·¤ãUÙæ âãUè
âæçÕÌ ãéU¥æ ãñU ç·¤ ©Uâð ÇUÚUæÙð ·¤è ·¤æðçàæàæ
·¤è Áæ ÚUãUè Íè ¥æñÚU ·é¤×æÚU ç·¤âè âæÛææ
âãU×çÌ ßæÜè Á»ãU ÂÚU âèÕè¥æ§ü âð
×éÜæ·¤æÌ ·ð¤ çÜ° ãU×ðàææ âð ÌñØæÚU ÍðÐ
ÖæÚUÌèØ ÁÙÌæ ÂæÅUèü (ÖæÁÂæ) Ùð ¥ÂÙæ
ÂêÚUæ ŠØæÙ §â ÕæÌ ÂÚU ·ð ´¤ç¼ýÌ ÚU¹æ ç·¤

¥ÎæÜÌ Ùð ·é¤×æÚU ·¤æð âèÕè¥æ§ü âð ×éÜæ·¤æÌ
·¤ÚUÙð ·¤æ çÙÎðüàæ çÎØæ ãñUÐ

âæÚUÎæ ¥Íßæ ÚUæðÁ ßñÜè âð ÁéÇ¸ðU ×æ×Üæð´
âð ÁéÇ¸ð U Ì‰Ø ØãUæ¢ ¥ãU× ×égæ ãñ´ U ãUè ÙãUè´Ð
âßæÜ ØãU ãñU ç·¤ ¥æç¹ÚU €Øæð´ ×æ×Üæ ØãUæ¢
Ì·¤ Âãé¢U¿æ ¥æñÚU °·¤ â¢ßñÏæçÙ·¤ â¢·¤ÅU Áñâè
çSÍçÌ ©UˆÂ‹Ù ãUæð »§üÐ ÖæÁÂæ ¥æñÚU ÕÙÁèü
·¤è Ìë‡æ×êÜ ·¤æ¢»ýðâ ÎæðÙæð´ §â ÕæÌ ·¤è Îæðáè
ãñ´U ç·¤ ©UÙ·ð¤ ·¤ÚUèÕè ÌæËÜé·¤æÌ ç¿ÅUÈ¢¤ÇU ·ð¤
¥æÚUæðçÂÌ ÂýßÌü·¤æð´ âð ãñ´UÐ °ðâð ×ð´ §â ×égð ÂÚU
ÎæðÙæð´ ·ð¤ âãUè »ÜÌ ãUæðÙð ·¤è ÕæÌ ãUè Õð×æÙè
ãñUÐ ÂÚ¢UÌé ·¤æðÜ·¤æÌæ ×ð´ Áæð ·é¤ÀU ãéU¥æ ßãU
ÚUæÁÙèçÌ·¤ ¥æÂÎæ ·ð¤ Áæðç¹× ·¤æð ÎàææüÌæ
ãñUÐ ·ð´¤¼ý âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤è §â ÕæÌ ÂÚU ·¤× ãUè
Üæð» Ø·¤èÙ ·¤Úð´ U»ð ç·¤ âèÕè¥æ§ü ÂêÚUè ÌÚUãU
¥ÂÙè §‘ÀUæ âð ·¤æ× ·¤ÚU ÚUãUè ãñUÐ ÁæçãUÚU ãñU

âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤æð âèÕè¥æ§ü ¥çÏ·¤æçÚUØæð´ ·¤æð ·é¤×æÚU
·ð¤ ¥æßæâ ÂÚU âè·ýð¤ÅU ç×àæÙ ÂÚU ÙãUè´ ÖðÁÙæ
¿æçãU° ÍæÐ SÍæÙèØ ÂéçÜâ ·¤æð âèÕè¥æ§ü
·ð¤ âæÍ ¥çÏ·¤ â�×æÙ âð Âðàæ ¥æÙæ ¿æçãU°
ÍæÐ ·ð´¤¼ýèØ çÚUÁßü ÂéçÜâ ÕÜ ·¤æð Öè çÕÙæ
ÚUæ…Ø âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤è §ÁæÁÌ ·ð¤ ¥ÂÙð ÕñÚU·¤
ÙãUè´ ÀUæðÇ¸UÙð ¿æçãU°Ð ØæÙè ãUÚU ÌÚUÈ¤ âð
»ÜçÌØæð´ ·¤æ °·¤ çâÜçâÜæ âæ ¿Ü çÙ·¤Üæ
Áæð çÕË·é¤Ü ÎéÖæü‚ØÂê‡æü ÍæÐ §â çßßæÎ ×ð´
·¤æÈ¤è ·é¤ÀU Îæ¢ß ÂÚU Ü»æ Íæ ¥æñÚU §âð ãUÜ
·¤ÚUÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° âßæðü“æ ‹ØæØæÜØ ·¤æð ãUSÌÿæðÂ
·¤ÚUÙæ ÂÇ¸UæÐ ÕÙÁèü ¥æñÚU ·ð´¤¼ý âÚU·¤æÚU ÎæðÙæð´
·¤æð ·¤ãUè´ ¥çÏ·¤ âÌ·ü¤ L¤¹ ¥ÂÙæÙæ ¿æçãU°
Íæ ¥æñÚU Áæ¢¿·¤Ìæü¥æð´ ·¤æð ©UÙ·¤æ ·¤æ× ·¤ÚUÙð
ÎðÙæ ÍæÐ âèÕè¥æ§ü ·¤æð ÚUæÁÙèçÌ·¤ Èé¤ÅUÕæòÜ
·¤è ÌÚUãU §SÌð×æÜ ÙãUè´ ·¤ÚUÙæ ¿æçãU°Ð
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स्िापना वर्च ः 1948
निर््ीक पत््कानिता का आठधां दशक

ते एक सप्ताह के दौरान
गवरयामाथा, ओवडशा के संरवित
समुद्री तट पर 600 से ज्यादा
ओवलव वरडले कछुओं और दो

डॉवफिन के कंकाल वबखरे वमले हंै। हुकीटोला से
इकाकूल के बीच ये कंकाल वन ववभाग को वमले हैं
और सरकारी दावा है वक इन दुलिभ जल-जीवों की
मौत का कारण मछली पकड़ने वाले ट्राले या बड़े
जाल हैं। इस पूरे इलाके के 20 वकलोमीटर िेि में
मछली पकड़ने पर पूरी तरह पाबंदी है, तयोंवक हर
साल नवंबर-वदसंबर से लेकर अिैल-मई तक
ओवडशा के समुद्र तट एक ऐसी घटना के सािी होते
हैं, वजसके रहथय को सुलझाने के वलए दुवनया भर के
पयािवरणववद और पशु िेमी बेचैन हैं। हजारों
वकलोमीटर की समुद्री यािा कर ओवलव वरडले नथल
के लाखों कछुए यहां अंडे देने आते हैं। इन अंडों से
वनकले कछुए के बच्चे समुद्री मागि से विर हजारों
वकलोमीटर दूर जाते हैं। यही नहीं, ये वशशु कछुए
लगभग 30 साल बाद जब िजनन के योग्य होते हैं,
तो ठीक उसी जगह पर अंडे देने आते हैं, जहां उनका
जन्म हुआ था। ये कुछए ववचव की दुलिभ िजावत
ओवलव वरडले के हैं। पयािवरणववदों की लाख
कोवशशों के बावजूद अवैध मछली-ट्रालरों और
वशकावरयों के कारण हर साल हजारों कछुओं की मौत
हो रही है। 

यह आचचयि ही है वक ओवलव वरडले कछुए हजारों
वकलोमीटर की समुद्र यािा के दौरान भारत में ही
गोवा, तवमलनाडु, केरल, आंध्र िदेश के समुद्री तटों
से गुजरते हैं, लेवकन अपनी वंश-वृवि के वलए वे
अपने घरौंदे बनाने के वलए ओवडशा के समुद्र तटों की

रेत को ही चुनते हैं। दुवनया भर में ओवलव वरडले
कछुए के घरौंदे महज छह थथानों पर ही पाए जाते हैं
और इनमें से तीन थथान ओवडशा में हैं। ये कोथटावरका
में दो व मेवतसको में एक थथान पर िजनन करते हैं।
ओवडशा के केंद्रपाड़ा वजले का गवरयामाथा समुद्री तट
दुवनया का सबसे बड़ा िजनन-आवशयाना है। इसके
अलावा रूवसतलया और देवी नदी के समुद्र में
वमलनथथल इन कछुओं के दो अन्य विय थथल हैं। 

इस साल ओवडशा के तट पर कछुए के घरौंदों की
संख्या शायद अभी तक की सबसे बड़ी संख्या है।
अनुमान है वक लगभग सात लाख घरौंदे बन चुके हैं।
यह भी आचचयि की बात है वक वषि 1999 में राज्य
में आए सुपर साइतलोन व वषि 2006 के सुनामी के

बावजूद कछुओं का ठीक इसी थथान पर आना
अनवरत जारी है। वैसे वषि 1996,1997, 2000
और 2008 में बहुत कम कछुए आए थे। ऐसा तयों
हुआ? यह अब भी रहथय बना हुआ है। ‘ऑपरेशन
कच्छप’ चला कर इन कछुओं को बचाने के वलए
जागरूकता िैलाने वाले संगठन वाइफडलाइि
सोसायटी आि ओवडशा के मुतावबक, यहां आने
वाले कछुओं में से माि 57 िवतशत ही घरौंदे बनाते
हैं, शेष कछुए वैसे ही पानी में लौट जाते हैं। 

आठ साल पहले ओवडशा हाई कोटट ने आदेश वदया
था वक कछुओं के आगमन के राथते में संचावलत होने
वाले ट्रालरों में टेड यानी टटटल एतसतलूजन वडवाइस
लगाई जाए। ओवडशा में तो इस आदेश का थोड़ा-
बहुत पालन हुआ भी, लेवकन राज्य के बाहर इसकी
परवाह वकसी को नहीं हैं। ‘िैंगशुई’ के बढ़ते िचलन
ने भी कछुओं की शामत बुला दी है। इसे शुभ मान
कर घर में पालने वाले लोगों की मांग बढ़ रही है और
इस विराक में भी इनके बच्चे पकड़े जा रहे हैं। कछुए
जल-पावरवथथवतकी के संतुलन में अहम भूवमका
वनभाते हैं, वैसे भी ओवलव वरडले कछुए िकृवत की
चमत्कारी वनयामत हैं। अभी उनका रहथय अनसुलझा
है। मानवीय लापरवाही से यवद इस िजावत पर संकट
आ गया, तो िकृवत पर वकस तरह की ववपदा आएगी?
इसका वकसी को अंदाजा नहीं है।

राम िे िड़े भाई ने एि िार उसे एि
महंगी गाड़ी तोहफे में दी। एि कदन िाहर
कनिलने पर राम ने देखा कि चौदह-पंद्रह
साल िा एि गरीि लड़िा गाड़ी िे अंदर
झांि रहा था। राम िो आते देखिर वह
पीछे हट गया। कफर िीरे से उसने राम से
पूछा, अंिल, तया यह गाड़ी आपिी है?
राम िोला, हां, मेरे भाई ने यह िार मुझे
तोहफे में दी है। लड़िा हैरान होिर िोला,
अच्‍छा! राम सोचने लगा कि अि यह
िोलेगा, िाश, मेरे पास भी ऐसा ही भाई
होता। लेकिन इसिे िजाय वह लड़िा
िोला, िाश, मैं भी एि कदन ऐसा भाई िन
पाऊं। राम उसिी िातों से िभाकवत हुआ।
उसने लड़िे से िहा, चलो, तुम्‍हें तुम्‍हारे
घर ति छोड़ दूं। दोनों गाड़ी में िैठ गए।
जि गाड़ी आगे िढ़ी, तो लड़िे ने उससे
िहा, तया आप मेरे घर िे सामने िुछ देर
रुि सिते हैं? राम ने मुंह िनाते हुए सोचा,
मैंने जरा-सा उससे पूछ तया कलया, अि
यह मुझ पर ही सवारी िरेगा। राम िुछ
जवाि देता, इससे पहले ही वह लड़िा
िोल पड़ा, िस वह जो सीढ़ी कदख रही है
न, वहीं पर रोि देना। मैं िस दो कमनट में
आया। िुछ ही पल िाद राम ने देखा कि
वह लड़िा वापस चला आ रहा है, लेकिन
िहुत िीरे-िीरे संभलिर उतरते हुए। राम
ने देखा कि उसने अपनी गोद में एि और
लड़िे िो उठा रखा है, कजसिे दोनों पैर
नहीं हैं।  
अंकतम सीढ़ी पर अपने भाई िो किठािर
वह लड़िा िोला, देखा, जैसी मैंने तुम्‍हें
ऊपर िताई थी, ठीि वैसी ही है न। अंिल
िे िड़े भाई ने उन्‍हें यह गाड़ी तोहफे में दी
है। एि कदन मैं भी तुम्‍हें ऐसी ही गाड़ी
तोहफे में दूंगा और तुम उसमें सैर िरना।
राम िो अपनी गलती िा एहसास हुआ।
गाड़ी से उतरिर राम दोनों लड़िों से
िोला, तयों न हम आज ही सैर पर चलें? 

आलिर कब तक 
घोटाले की जांच के वसलवसले में सुिीम कोटट के
ताजा िैसले से सीबीआई के अवधकार िेि और
कोलकाता पुवलस के कवमचनर राजीव कुमार की
कानूनी बाध्यता को लेकर वथथवत जरूर थपष्ट हो
गई है, लेवकन पवचचम बंगाल की मुख्यमंिी

ममता बनजीि और भाजपा की अगुआई वाली केंद्र सरकार के
बीच टकराव कम होता नहीं वदख रहा है। वदलचथप यह है वक
सुिीम कोटट के आदेश को ममता और केंद्र सरकार दोनों ही
अपनी नैवतक जीत बता रहे हैं। वाथतव में देखा जाए तो राजीव
कुमार को सीबीआई के समि पेश करने का अदालत का वनददेश
अपने पुवलस कवमचनर के बचाव के वलए धरने पर बैठीं ममता
बनजीि के वलए बड़ा झटका है। हालांवक अदालत ने राजीव कुमार

की वगरफ्तारी पर विलहाल रोक लगाई है और सीबीआई को
वनददेश वदए हैं वक वह उनसे तटथथ जगह वशलांग में पूछताछ
करे। यह आदेश ही केंद्र और राज्य के बीच बढ़ती दूरी को
रेखांवकत करने के वलए कािी है। मुख्यमंिी होने के नाते ममता
बनजीि को लाखों लोगों के वहतों से जुड़े इस मामले को उसकी
वनणाियक पवरणवत तक पहुंचाने में मददगार होना चावहए, लेवकन
वह इसे राजनीवतक रंग दे रही हैं। इसी तरह केंद्र सरकार के
अधीन काम करने वाली सीबीआई की मंशा पर सवाल उठाए जा
सकते हैं वक आवखर पांच साल पुराने मामले में उसने अचानक
यह तेजी तयों वदखाई! लोकसभा चुनाव से महज दो महीने पहले
शुरू हुए इस घटनाक्रम ने सत्तारूढ़ भाजपा और ववपि के वलए
पवचचम बंगाल को टकराव का मंच बना वदया है। दरअसल

िधानमंिी नरेंद्र मोदी और भाजपा अध्यि अवमत शाह की योजना
में पवचचम बंगाल इस बार खास मायने रखता है, जहां 42 सीटें
हैं और हाल के वदनों में भाजपा ने यहां अपना जनाधार भी बढ़ाया
है। दूसरी ओर ममता बनजीि ने थोड़े वदनों पहले ही ववपिी दलों
की बड़ी रैली कर ताकत वदखाई थी, वजसमें 23 दल शावमल हुए
थे। ऐसा पहली बार नहीं है वक भ्रष्टाचार से जुड़े मामलों की
कानूनी लड़ाई राजनीवतक ढंग से लड़ी जा रही हो, लेवकन भाजपा
के शीषि नेताओं की रैवलयों में बाधा पहुंचाकर तृणमूल सरकार ने
लोकतांविक मूफयों को कोई कम नुकसान नहीं पहुंचाया है। चूंवक
इस मामले से जुड़ी सुनवाई अदालत में अभी चलेगी, वजसमें
सीबीआई और पवचचम बंगाल सरकार के बीच शह और मात का
खेल चलेगा और वसयासी तमाशा भी।

शारदा

बी

सुप््ीम कोट्च ने अपने आदेश मे् सीबीआई औि कोलकाता पुरलस करमश्नि के अरिकाि क््ेत्् औि कानूनी बाध्यताओ् को स्पष्् कि
रदया है, इसके बावजूद के्द्् औि िाज्य के बीर जािी रसयासी टकिाव खत्म होता नही् रदख िहा है।

पय्ाचविणरवदो् की लाख कोरशशो् के बावजूद हि साल हजािो् कछुओ् की मौत हो िही
है। जबरक कछुए जल-पारिस्सिरतकी के संतुलन मे् अहम भूरमका रनभाते है्, वैसे भी
ओरलव रिडले कछुए कुदित की शानदाि रनयामत है्। 

पंकि ितुव़़ेदी

महंगी गाड़ी और
िुद्दार लड़का 

किना सोचे-समझे दूसरों िे िारे में
धारणा िनाना अहंिार िा सूचि है।

घलटया हलेमटे क ेलिलाफ
सड़क पर अनठूी लड़ाई

मोटरसाइकिल या टकूटर िलाते िक्त िमें िेलमेट इसशलए प्रयोग करना
िाशिए, ताशक शकसी भी अनिोनी के िक्त िम सलामत रिें। लेशकन अक्सर
यि देखा जाता िै शक दुघघटना की आिंका या अपनी शिफाजत के शलए निीं,
बशकक पुशलस ि आशथघक दंड से बिने के शलए लोग िेलमेट प्रयोग करते िैं।
कुछेक तो घर से िेलमेट लेकर शनकलते िैं, लेशकन उनके शसर पर िि तभी
आता िै, जब उन्िें लगता िै शक अगले नुक्कड़ पर पुशलस िाले शमल जाएंगे। 
यातायात शनयमों के प्रशत यि लापरिािी मुझे सालती िै। मैं अक्सर यिी
सोिता हूं शक आशखर ऐसा कब िोगा शक लोग पुशलस से बिने के शलए निीं,
बशकक अपनी अनमोल शजंदगी की सुरक्षा की खाशतर िेलमेट इटतेमाल
करेंगे। लोगों की इसी मानशसकता का पशरणाम िै शक फुटपाथ पर घशटया
शकटम के िेलमेट बेिने िालों का गोरखधंधा भी फल-फूल रिा िै। लोग
कानूनी कारघिाई से बिने के शलए सौ-दो सौ रुपये में शबकने िाले
मानकशििीन िेलमेट खरीद लेते िैं। शजससे िे यातायात शनयमों के दायरे में

तो आ जाते िैं, पर िेलमेट प्रयोग करने का
उद्देचय किीं से भी निीं पूरा िोता। अपने अब
तक के जीिन में मैंने न जाने ऐसी शकतनी
सड़क दुघघटनाओं के बारे में सुना िै, शजसमें
बाइक सिार की जान िेलमेट पिनने के
बािजूद निीं बिी। कारण ििी शक उन्िोंने
िेलमेट के नाम पर घशटया प्लाशटटक का ढांिा
पिना हुआ था। शजससे उनकी जान बिने के
बजाय उकटे मुसीबत में पड़ गई।
मैं पुणे में रिने िाला एक शिशमनल लॉयर हूं।
लेशकन शफलिाल मेरी िकालत अदालतों से
ज्यादा सड़क पर जारी िै। मैं एक अनूठे
तरीके से पुशलस ि लोगों का ध्यान मानकीकृत
िेलमेट प्रयोग की ओर खींिने की कोशिि
कर रिा हूं। दरअसल मैं रोज अपनी बाइक से
िलते िक्त अपने शसर पर िेलमेट के रूप में
टटील के बतघन का इटतेमाल करता हूं। मैं
िािता हूं शक मुझे देखकर लोगों और पुशलस

िालों का ध्यान शसफफ िेलमेट की जरूरत पर न जाए, बशकक िे इसकी
गुणित्ता पर भी ध्यान दें। 
मुझे िैरत तब हुई, जब मेरे अजीबो-गरीब िेलमेट के बािजूद पुशलस ने मुझे
किीं निीं रोका। इससे समझ में आता िै शक व्यिटथा और शनयमों में शकस
िद तक सुधार की गुंजाइि िै। लेशकन मैं मानता हूं शक यशद िेलमेट के
मानकों को लेकर कोई सख्त शनयम थोप भी शदया जाए, तो भी लोग बाज
निीं आएंगे। बाजार में पिले से मानकीकृत िेलमेट मौजूद िैं, लेशकन ज्यादा
कीमत िोने से लोग उन्िें निीं खरीदते। कीमत की शिकायत एक तरि से
िाशजब भी िै। समाधान यिी िो सकता शक सरकार को अच्छे िेलमेट के
प्रयोग को प्रोत्साशित करने के शलए कुछ योजनाएं िलानी िाशिए। जब
राष्ट्रशित में शबजली बिाने िेतु सरकार एलईडी बकबों के शलए सशससडी दे
सकती िै, तो लोगों का जीिन बिाना किां से कमतर उद्देचय िै। क्या यि
राष्ट्रशित निीं िै? 
मैंने कई दफे यातायात पुशलस के दफ्तर से संपकफ करके अपनी बात पहुंिाई
िै, लेशकन नतीजा कुछ खास शनकला निीं। िां, बस इतना बताया गया शक
यातायात की शनयम पुशटतका में िेलमेट की गुणित्ता की बात किी गई िै।
और लोगों से अपेक्षा की जाती िै शक िे आईएसआई माकाघ िेलमेट का िी
प्रयोग करें। लेशकन िकीकत शनयम पुशटतका के इन सयौरों से बािर िै। मेरा
प्रयास िै शक लोग अच्छे िेलमेट की जरूरत समझें।

-विविन्न साक्षात्कारों पर आधावरत।

एक गरीब और खुद्दार लड़के की
कहानी, जिसने राम को अपनी सोच
बदलने पर मिबूर जकया। 

वाजेद खान रबदकि

मंखिले़ औि भी है़ हखियाली औि िास़़ा

श्री रामकृष्ण परमहंस रोज अपना लोटा बहुत लगन से राख या
वमट्टी से मांजकर खूब चमकाते थे। रोज के इस पवरश्रम से श्री
परमहंस का लोटा खूब चमकता था। उनके एक वशष्य को श्री
रामकृष्ण द्वारा िवतवदन बहुत मेहनत से लोटा चमकाना बड़ा
वववचि लगता था। एक वदन वह श्री रामकृष्ण जी से पूछ ही बैठा,
महाराज! आपका लोटा तो वैसे ही खूब चमकता है। इतना

चमकता है वक इसमें हम अपनी तथवीर भी
देख लंे। विर भी रोज-रोज आप इसे
वमट्टी, राख और जूने से मांजने में इतनी
मेहनत तयों करते है? 
गुरु श्री रामकृष्ण परमहंस मुथकरा उठे और
हंसकर बोले, बेटा! इस लोटे की चमक
एक वदन की, एक बार की मेहनत से नहीं
आई है; इसमें आई मैल को हटाने के वलए
वनत्य-िवत मेहनत करनी ही पड़ती है। ठीक
वैसे ही जैसे जीवन में आई बुराइयों, बुरे

संथकारों को दूर करने के वलए हमें रोजाना ही संकफपपूणि पवरश्रम
करना पड़ता है। वाथतव में थवयं को अच्छे व्यवतत में बदलने के
वलए हमें रोज के अभ्यास से दुगुिणों का मैल दूर करना पड़ता है।
लोटा हो या व्यवतत का जीवन, उसे बुराइयों के मैल से बचाने के
वलए हमें रोजाना ही कड़ा पवरश्रम करना पड़ेगा। तभी इस लोटे या
इंसान की चमक बची रह सकती है। ित्येक व्यवतत को इसी
िकार वनत्य अपनी बुराइयों को दूर करने का ियास करते रहना
चावहए।

-संकललत

सत़संग

लोटे की चमक
हेलमेट की जगह मै् रसि
पि बत्चन िखकि बाइक
रलाता हूं, तारक लोग
अच्छे हेलमेट प््योग के

प््रत जागर्क हो्।

मुझसे लोग अतसर पूछते हैं, आप किस देश
िे वासी हैं और उन्‍हें उम्‍मीद रहती है कि मैं
भारत िा नाम लूं। अपनी जगह पर वे
किकिुल सही हैं, तयोंकि मेरा रतत और
कवरासत, दोनों भारत से शत-िकतशत जुड़े हुए
हैं। िावजूद इसिे कि मैं एि कदन िे कलए भी
भारत में नहीं रहा। मैं इसिी हजारों भाषाओं
और िोकलयों में से किसी िा भी एि शब्‍द
िोल नहीं सिता, इसकलए मुझे लगता है कि
मुझे खुद िो भारतीय िहने िा िोई अकििार
नहीं है। मैं जि हांगिांग या कसडनी या वैंिुवर

जाता हूं, तो
देखता हूं कि
ज्‍यादातर िच्‍चे
मेरे मुिािले
ज्‍ या दा
अंतरराष्‍ट्रीय और
ि हु सां स्‍ िृ कत ि
हैं। उनिा पूरा
जीवन कभन्‍न-
कभन्‍न जगहों में
किताए िालखंडों

िो जोड़िर कनकमित होता है। उनिे कलए घर
िोई ठहरी हुई जड़ चीज नहीं होती, िककि
कनरंतर कनकमित होती हुई एि िलािृकत है।
हममें से अकििांश लोगों िे कलए घर िी
अविारणा कमट्टी िी तुलना में रूह से ज्‍यादा
जुड़ी होती है। मुझसे िोई अचानि यह पूछ
ले कि आपिा घर िहां है, तो मेरा मन फौरन
मेरी कियतमा या अंतरंग कमत्रों या उन गीतों िी
तरफ तािने लगेगा, कजन्‍हें साथ कलए-कलए मैं
दुकनया भर में घूमता रहता हूं। मेरा घर कसफफ
भाव रूप में मेरे अंदर िसा हुआ है। अनेि
स्‍तरों पर मुझे लगता है कि यह मुकतत िी चरम
सीमा है। जि मेरे दादा-दादी जन्‍में होंगे, तो
उनमें कनश्‍चय ही घर िा भाव ििल रहा होगा,
समुदाय िा भाव भी। यहां ति कि जन्‍म िे
साथ कवरासत िी तरह उन्‍हें शत्रुता िा भाव
भी ज़रूर कमला होगा और उनसे िाहर कनिल
पाने िी िोई सूरत शायद ही उन्‍हें सूझी होगी।
कवदेकशयों से कघरे रहने िी खू़िसूरती यह है कि
आप कनरंतर सजग िने रहते हैं। यात्राएं मेरे
कलए िेम िरने जैसी होती हैं, तयोंकि
अचानि आपिी सभी अनुभूकतयों िो सकिय
हो जाना पड़ता है।

-किकटश में जन्‍मे अमेकरिी कनिंििार

रपको अय्यि 

अंतर्ध्वनि

घर की अवधारणा
रूह से ज्‍यादा 
जुड़ी होती है

सच््ी
देशभस्कत

सिकाि की गलत
नीरतयो् को रुनौती
देने की इच्छा है... 

-िॉन पॉल

तट पर कराहते 'चमत्कारी' कछुए

ग्लादेश के संसदीय चुनाव
में भारी बहुमत से जीत ने
शेख हसीना को
आत्मववचवास के साथ
काम करने का अवसर
वदया है। उनके गठबंधन ने

299 में से 288 सीटें जीतीं और अब उनके
सामने कोई ववपि नहीं बचा है। नई सरकार गठन
के अब लगभग एक महीना हो चुका है और वह
देश को राजनीवतक वथथरता िदान करने और तेज
आवथिक ववकास की राह पर चल पड़ी हैं। 

जैसा वक चुनाव से एक वदन पूवि भारतीय
पिकारों के एक समूह के साथ बातचीत करते
हुए उन्होंने कहा था वक अगर एक बार विर से
वह चुनाव जीत जाती हैं, तो 2021 में वह राष्ट्र
की 50वीं वषिगांठ का नेतृत्व करेंगी। उनकी यह
इच्छा तो पूरी हुई, पर उनके सामने कुछ बड़ी
चुनौवतयां भी हैं। उन्हें राजनीवतक, आवथिक और
सामावजक रूप से समावेशी ववकास के वलए
ियत्न करना चावहए। खास तौर से उन्हें
अथिव्यवथथा का इस तरह से ववकास करना
होगा, जो बढ़ती असमानताओं को कम करे। 

उनके नेतृत्व में अब बांग्लादेश पीढ़ीगत
बदलाव के वलए भी तैयार है, वजसका पहला
संकेत उन्होंने मंविमंडल गठन के समय वदया।
उन्होंने पुराने सलाहकारों को बेशक बनाए रखा
है, पर मंविमंडल में उन ववरष्ठों को जगह नहीं
वमली है, वजनमें से कई उनके वदवंगत वपता शेख
मुजीबुरिहमान के साथ काम कर चुके थे। इसके
बजाय उन्होंने मंविमंडल में युवा चेहरों को ज्यादा
जगह दी है। यह जरूरी भी था, तयोंवक उन्हें
मुवतत के बाद की पीवढ़यों की आकांिाओं को पूरा
करना है। बांग्लादेश के युवा भी अन्य देशों के
युवाओं की तरह महात्वाकांिी हैं और वे दुवनया
के साथ कदम से कदम वमलाकर चलना चाहते

हैं। इसवलए इन्होंने देश को एक युवा मंविमंडल
वदया है, जो जोश और आत्मववचवास के साथ नई
पीढ़ी की आकांिाओं को पूरा करेगी। 

जमीनी हकीकत यह है वक आवथिक ववकास में
वनरंतर तेजी और भारत सवहत अन्य दविण
एवशयाई देशों से सामावजक ववकास सूचकांकों में
आगे रहने के कारण वहां हर कोई हसीना से खुश
ितीत होता है या सापेि राजनीवतक वथथरता के
िवत सहमत है। अपनी तमाम खावमयों के साथ

इसमें हसीना के दस वषोों के शासन का कािी
योगदान है। 

बांग्लादेश की अथिव्यवथथा में वहां के गारमेंट
उद्योग का बड़ा हाथ है, वजसमें 70 िीसदी से
ज्यादा मवहलाएं काम करती हैं। थवयं मवहला होने
के नाते हसीना ने मवहलाओं के सशततीकरण की
वदशा में भी कािी काम वकया है। गारमेंट उद्योग
से बांग्लादेश को सबसे ज्यादा ववदेशी मुद्रा
हावसल होती है। अगर वह आंतवरक ववरोधाभासों

को ठीक से िबंवधत कर पाती हैं और उम्मीद करें
वक यवद उन्हें बाढ़ या चक्रवात जैसी िाकृवतक
आपदाओं से वनपटना नहीं पड़े, तो लगता है वक
बांग्लादेश तेज आवथिक ववकास और बेहतर
सामावजक वातावरण के वलए तैयार है। 

हालांवक एक खतरे की आशंका है। चुनावी
हार और राज्य द्वारा जारी अवभयोजन के चलते
इथलाम से बेहद िभाववत युवाओं का एक वगि
ज्ञात ववदेशी संपकक और धन के बल पर
कट्टरपंथी बन सकता है। इसवलए हसीना
सरकार को धावमिकता और धमि के बीच एक रेखा
खींचने की जरूरत है, वजसका इथतेमाल समाज
को अवथथर करने और भववष्य में परेशावनयां पैदा
करने के वलए वकया जा रहा है। ऐसा करने के
वलए नई सरकार को सेना, पुवलस और अधि
सैवनक बलों को खुली छूट देने के वखलाि
बेहतर वनगरानी रखनी होगी, तावक यह सुवनवचचत
वकया जा सके वक वे संववधानेतर िावधकरण न
बनें। बांग्लादेश में 15 वषोों तक सेना या सैन्य-
वनददेवशत शासन रहा है और एक नाजुक असैन्य
नेतृत्व की सेना पर वनभिरता देश में विर से सेना
के वलए दरवाजे खोल सकती है। खुद हसीना
सरकार को भी संववधानेतर शवतत बनने से
परहेज करना चावहए। 

इस चुनाव पर भारत के लोगों की कािी नजर
थी और इसके नतीजे को लेकर गहरी वदलचथपी
थी। इसकी मुख्य वजह यह है वक इस चुनाव के
नतीजे का थपष्ट असर भारत के पूवीि और
पूवोित्तर िेि की आंतवरक सुरिा पर असर पड़ने
वाला है। इसके अलावा बांग्लादेश की िधानमंिी
शेख हसीना भारत समथिक मानी जाती हैं और
उनका रुख हमेशा भारत के िवत सकारात्मक रहा
है। इस चुनाव का एक महत्वपूणि पहलू था वक
पहली बार भारत चुनावी बहस का वहथसा नहीं
बना। वपछले के चुनावों में भारत को या तो

खलनायक वदखाया जाता था या सहयोगी के रूप
में ववणित वकया जाता था। भारत ववरोधी राजनेता
बांग्लादेश के लोगों को भारतीय आवधपत्य के
वखलाि चेताते थे। वपछले चुनाव में शेख हसीना
की पाटीि अवामी लीग को 'भारत का दलाल'
कहा गया था। ऐसी बातें इस बार के चुनाव में
नहीं हुईं। 

हसीना ने हमेशा अपने देश की आजादी की
लड़ाई में भारत की सहायता को थवीकार वकया है
और पूवोित्तर भारत के उग्रवावदयों को बांग्लादेश
की धरती का इथतेमाल करने से रोकने के वलए
उनके वशववरों को दृढ़ता से खत्म वकया है। हम
भी अपने इस पड़ोसी देश को ऊजाि और व्यापार
के िेि में लगातार मदद कर रहे हैं। हमारे देश के
िधानमंिी नरेंद्र मोदी ने कहा था वक मौजूदा समय
भारत-बांग्लादेश वरचते के वलए थवणि काल की
तरह है। खावलदा वजया के शासन काल में (वषि
2001-06 के दौरान) भारत को कािी कुछ
सहना पड़ा था, जबवक शेख हसीना का शासन
भारत के अनुकूल है। भारत के अलावा हसीना
ने चीन से भी अच्छे संबंध ववकवसत वकए हैं,
वजस पर मुझे नहीं लगता वक भारत को तब तक
कोई एतराज होना चावहए, जब तक उसका कोई
कदम भारत के वखलाि न जाए। 

कम से कम चुनाव में इथलामवावदयों को
परावजत कर हसीना एक अवथथर राष्ट्र को
राजनीवतक वथथरता िदान कर सकती हैं। हालांवक
ऐसा कोई नहीं है, वजसे पूरी तरह से धमिवनरपेि
कहा जा सकता है और हसीना खुद धावमिक
रूवढ़वाद के एक वहथसे से जुड़ी हैं और इथलाम
को वहां के राष्ट्र धमि के रूप में बनाए रखा है,
विर भी उम्मीद की जा सकती है वक बांग्लादेश
एक उदारवादी इथलामी राष्ट्र बना रहेगा। जब
दुवनया के कई वहथसे में चरमपंथ और आतंकवाद
से मुकाबला जारी है, तब यह पयािप्त है। 

बदलता बांग़लादेश औि हसीना की िुनौखतयां
बां

महे़द़़ वेद, वखिष़़ पत़़काि

अमेखिकी खिखकत़सक

बांग्लादेश मे् नई सिकाि के गठन के
लगभग एक महीना हो रुका है औि
हसीना सिकाि देश को िाजनीरतक
स्सििता प््दान किने औि तेज आर्िचक
रवकास की िाह पि रल पड्ी है।

खुली खखड़की

देशी-रवदेशी का अंति
पशचिम एशियाई मुककों की आबादी में बड़ा शिटसा उन लोगों का िै, जो उन
देिों के बजाय शिदेि में जन्मे िैं। संयुक्त अरब अमीरात की कुल आबादी में
मात्र बारि फीसदी लोग िी ऐसे िैं, शजनका जन्म यूएई में हुआ िै। इन देिों

में भारतीयों की अच्छी-खासी तादाद िै।
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