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Experiment

or Survival?

After the Wellington thrashing, India need to balance their
ambition of trying out players with bid to stay alive in the series

strong comeback wlll

beexpected from India

after the hammering

firan NewZealand in the

series-opener when the

wo teams square-up in

thesecond T20Internationalat Eden
Parkin Auckland on Friday.

Atter sufferingtheir bigest lossin
T20Isintermsof runs on Wednesday
night, Indiadon’thavealot of timeto
introspect withj ust 24 hours separat
ing the two games.

{t was.the kindof day whennothing
went right for India who let New
Zealand amass 219 beferesurrender-
ingmeekly i nthe steep chase

Opener Tim Seifert took the Indian
bowlersto cleaners with a 43-ball 84
and visitors must have a plan to con-
winhimon/Friday.

Noteven theseasoned Bhuvneshwar
Kwinar was spared as he. alongside
Hardik Pandyaand Khaleel Ahmed,
leaked121ui1sa nover.

The teamn could replace Ahmed
with either Siddharth Kaul or
Mohammad Siraj, who warmed the
benchon Wednesday:

The spinners, Krunal Pandya and

TWICE

RANJI TROPHY FINAL
Vidarbha win second
straight title, Saurashtra
third time unlucky

Vidarbha lifted their second succes-
sive Rawi Trophy title witha 78-run
win over Sanrashtia i nthe final, prov-
ingthat theirmaiden triwmnph last year
wasno “flule”.

On thef fthand finalday. Vidarbha
neededfive wicketstod efend theirtitle
whileSaurashtra,in achaseof206.1 ¢
quired 148rums ferthei rmaidentitle.

“Evervone thought it was a fluke
whenwewonlastyearandwewereun-
derpressuretoretain thetitle. Butonmr
focus was precess. we never bothered
about reputation,” Vidarbha's talis
manic ceach Chanclrakant Panditsaid

[ & SVITALS

Mirabai Wins Gold on Return

World champion Indian
weightlifter Saikhom
Mirabai Chanuon
Thursday notchedup a
gold medal at the ECAT
Cup in Thailand, making a
strongcomeback from the
lower back injury that kept

rankings for Tokyo 2020 cut are done.

FIFA Rankings: India Out of 100

The Indian football team on Thursday slipped out of the &op
100inthelatestFIFA rarkings following their groupstage
exit from the AFC Asian Cupinthe YAE: Sunil Chhetriand
Co.slumped six places & be ranked 103 with 1219 points.
Indiaalsodro pped out of the top 16 in the AFC rankings,
plummetingto 18th. India will now need  play friendlies

in March against higher-ranked countries to improve their
rarking ahead ofthe draw of the second round of 2022 FIFA
World Cup Qualifiers, which is likely to be held in April.

Starc Ruled Out of India ODI Series

Australia fast bowler Mitchel|Starc has been ruled out ofthe
OOl serijes in India after sustaining a pectoral muscle injury
during thesecond Test win over Sri Lanka. Kane Richardson
will take his place inthe 15-man squad for the tour, which
ncludeswith two T20|and five ODIs later this month,
SQUAD Aaron Finch (captain) Usman Khawaja, Shaun Marsh
Peter Handscomb, GlennMaxwel|, Ashton Tirner, Marcus
Stoinis. Alex Carey. Pat Cummins, NathanCoulser-Nile, Jhye
Richardson, Kane Richardson. Jason BehrendorffNathan

Lyon, Adam 2am pa.D'Arcy Short
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herout of action formorethan half of 2018,Accord ing to.the
information received, Chanu wonthe 49kgcategory gold with
aeffort of 192 kgin the silver level-Olymgic qualifying event,
the points from which will some in handy when the final

Yuzvendia Chahal .did alright butthe
team management will ailsocensider
including chinaman Kuldeep Yadav.

Thelackof tightinthe runchase was
abigdisappoinbnent,asmentionedby
captainRohit Sha rma in Wellington.
Despite having eight batsmen in the
eleven,Indialost by 80runs.

“As a team. we have been good at
chasingdown targets which is why
we play with eight batsmen. We be-
lieve that whatever the target is in
frontof uswe canchase itdown, but
we just couldn't do it tonight,” saida
disappointed Rohit after thegame

He himself wouldlike to lead from
the front after scoring t on
Wednesday and a significant contri-
bution will also be expected from
Rishabh Pant. whois in the running
for a World Cup beith,

He could not do much in
Wellington, getting four off 9balls
before spinner Mitchell Santner
bowled him with a fast yorker.

All-rounder Vijay Shankar was
promoted to mumber three and did
alright with a 18-ball 27. Itremains
to beseen if he gets another shot at
the samepositionor theteam brings
in Shubman Gill, who would be des:
perate to perform after the two fail
uresinODls.

While it is a must.win gaine for
India,another victory will seal the
series for the hosts who were out
played 1-4 in the preceding ODls.

CapwinKane Williamson could not
be more happy with the showingin
the first T20 but wants his team to
fizlly fecus on the job at hand.

"It wasa complete perfermance that

India need to bowl to their strengths which did

not reflect during the (first) match. india should
look at attacking New Zealand with two reguiar
spinners — Kuldeep (Yadav) and (Yuzvendra) Chahal

— in the upcoming matches

ANIL KUMBLE, former | ndia spinner and Test captain

OVER

T hefiercely foughtfmalswumgearly
onbutV ida rbha wentinsethefinalday
with atighthold on the proceedings
and bundled out the visitors fer 127
with morethantwo sessionstospare.

Overnightbstsmen Vishvargjadeja
(52)and Kamlesh Makvana (14) batted
resolutely for thefirst homrbutonce
the partnership was broken, the end
was inevitable for Saurashtra.

Nan of the match left arin spinier
Aditya Sarwate claimed three of the
fivewicketsthatfellon Thuisdaytoend
withcareer-bestmatchfiguies «f11/57
He 08k 6 or30 inthe secondinnings it
washismaiden10.wickethaulinafirst
class maxch.He had scalpedfive in the
fiistinnings.Sarwate was thestarofthe
matich for Vida rbha ashenotonly took
I1wickets. his49rtnknoek i nthe sec-
ond iimingsplayedaleyrolein hisside
settingthestiif206-run target.

INDIAVS NEW ZEALAND

2nd 7201, Auckand
LIVE on Star SportsNetworit
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won in New Zealand.

0 They have played three

T20Isin the country so far,

7 India’s windoss
-

record in T20Is
against New
Zealand
NEWZEALANDS T20JRECORDAT
EDEN PARK, AUCKLAND

T201 matches India have

MATCHES 17
WON ®
LOST 9
TIED 2

win for New Zealand in
thelr last 5 T20Imaxhes
at Eden Park

winsinlast5T20|
matches for the eeam
batting first at £den Park
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deesn't happeneveryday and hope we
can keep themomentum through the
series havingset thetone, ' be said.
T'he dangerous opening duo of
Colin Munro and Seifert put the
Indian pacers under tremendous
pressure early on in the imiin@ and
disinissirigthem cheaply will be cru
cialferthe visitors'chanees.
Comingbackintothesideafterplay-
ing)ust one ODI against India. veter-
an Tim Southee proved his immense
value with tidy figuresof 17runsin
four over includingthuee wickets.
The spinners. 1sh Sodhi and
Santne:. too wereontop of thelndian
bassmen, sharingtwo wicketsapiece.
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Mithali Question
Looms Large as
IndiaLook to
Save Series

MIthati Raj's inclusion coutd be
the bone of contentian for Indian
women, who willbe eyeing a
much improved showiing with
thebatwhenthey face an
upbeat New Zealand inamust
win second T20 International in
Auckland on Friday.

Indian batting is prone to
collapses, especlally from a
positia of strength.Chasing
16 0,Indiawere going strong at
102 for 1 but Smriti Mandhana
and Jemimah Rodrigues’
dismissal proved fatalfor the
visitors who collapsed to 136 all
out,bringing back memories of
their inexplicable surrender in
thethe 2017 S O-over WorldCup
final against England.

Mithali’s years of experience
could have come inhandy
in the seriesopener on
Wednesday butshewas
droppedfrom the eleven.

DebutantPriya Punia opened
with Smriti Mandhana butlasted
justfive balls whileanother
youngster Dayalan Hemalatha too
could not do much at number four.

Mithaliwasnot pickedasthe
team managementis looking to
build a sQuad for the 2020 T20
World Cupin which the senior
playerisunlikely tofeature
However, the youngstersdidnot
deliver and she could be back
for the second game considering
thatthe series is onthe line.

New Zealandontheother
hand are riding high on
momentum, having beaten India
comprehensively in the previous
two contests, the final 30! and
the first T20.

Theteam isreliant toomuch
on Mandhana's contribution at
the top.

Skipper Harmanpreet would
be itching toproduce a match-
winning effort, something she
has not done so far on the tour.
The situation was tailor made
for her in the previous game but
failed totakethe teamn past the
finishing line.

LIVE on 5tar Sports Network
7.30am onwards

Vidarbhaisonlythesixth eaminthe
tournament'slonghistory tohave de-
fendedthet i tleMm nbaiMahai ashtra,
Karnataka. RajasthanandDelhiare
theotherteams whohave managed %
win osnsecutive titles, Samashtta had
ended runners-upso Mumbaiin201213
and 2015-16andagain itwasa caseof se
closeyet sufarforthem

"Pespledidn’'tknow where Vidarbhes
wasbutitwon't bethe casenow. It's
hugetor Vidarbha,” said Ind ia pacer
Umesh Uadav.

“Inever thoughti’llwin twotitleswith
Vidatbha after playing10finals (eight
with Mumbai)."g ushed veteranJatfer

VIDARBMHA 312 (Xarnewar?73",

Unadkat 3/54) &200 (Sarwate 49,
Dharmendrasinh 6/96} beat
SAURASHTRA 307 (Patel 102,
Sarwate 5/98) and 127 (Vishvaraj
52. Sarwate 6/59) by 78 runs

Advantage
No One

COPA DELREY First of three El Clasicos leaves
all options open for Barcelona and Real Madrid

Lionel Messi (Left) hugs Real Madrid's
Luca Modric after thegame

Neither claimed a clear advantage
butBarcelona and Real Madrid each
had cause for optimism followinga
franticl-1drawi nthef 1 stleg oftheir
Copa del Rey semifinal.

“The result does not point to
anyclear favourite,” Barca coach
Ernesto Valverde said after
Wednesday'smatch.

“Thetiei sopen,” said Madrid's
SantiagoSolail. “Anything can
happen.”

Barcelonawill have Lionel Messi
availableagainferthe returnon
February 27, after their captain
was deemed fitenoughonly tor 27
m inutes of a compelling opener at
Camp Nou.

The thigh strain he sustained
against Valencia last weekend iscen-
sidered minor, with Valverde hope
ful he will be abletostartagainst
Athletic BilbaoonSunday

“Ifheis oka¥to play, hewilibutif he
isnotright. hewon't,” Va lverdesaid.
“But we hopehe will be fine.”

Ousmane Pembele could also be
back at SanMames and. along with
Mess). the duo’s availability for the
firstoftwo Clasicosinfourdays at
theend ofthe month wouldcertainly
make Barcelona stronger.

They weresloppy for the best part
ofhalf an hour on Wednesday and
Madrid might have taken the tie
away from themhad ViniciusJunior
and Karim Benzema shown the
saine precision a s Lucas Vazquez,
who hadnippedinat thefront post
in the sixth ininute.

Instead. Barca kept the deficit to
one and thentook hold of the centest,
their midfield seiz ing controlbefore
anervylast10minutes.

The only surprise was that
Malcom's equaliser shortly before
the hour had notcome sooner but
Valverde's side saved their best fer
thesecondlegineach of the previ-
ousrounds, and he will feel they
are well-placed.

"The season i slong,” Gerard Pique
said. " We will try to win the second
leg but there are many competts
tions before then and the league and
Champions L.eague are more impor-
tant.We will try toreach thefinal.”

Madrid will take heart too, from a
purposeful early spell that rattied
Barcelona and then an extended
show of resilience. the kind that was
absentintheir1 hammeringon the
sameturfin Cctober.

"Comparisonsare unhelpful,” said
Solari. “But it shows how hardthe
team have worked.”

A draw feels alongway off re-
venge but therewasa measure of
redemption at least fera side who
cantagthisresultontosix victories
ineight games, theonly blemisha
secondlegdefeat to Legiies inthe
quarter-finals, when the tiewasal-
ready al I-butwon.

With an away goal secured and
home advantage to come at the
Santiago Bernabeu, Madrid’s only
regretmight be that they could not

AFP

1 RealMadrid havescoredin

eac hoftheir last 15 away
games against Barcelona in ail
competitions (26 goals), their best
scoring run away from home in El
Clasico history

STATOSPHERE

Bareteloua Real Madrid
57 Possession% 43
11(3) Shots(on goal 11 (2}
611 Passes 451
16 Foills 17
4 YellowCards 2
0 RedCards ©
3 Offsides 2
3 CemerKicks 3
1 saves 2

Body from Wreck
of Sala Plane
Taken to Britain

Invest|gators recovered abody
fromthe wreckage of a plane
carrying Argentine footballer
Emiliano Sata in the Channel

and transpor¥ed it %o Britain

m Thursday for identification
Britain'sAir Accidents
Investigation Branch{AAIB) also
soid that bad weather meant they
werenot able to recoverthe ptane
and it was therefore closing down
the operation. Thelight aira aft
was carrying the 28-year-old
footballer to his new Premier
League team Cardiff City w hen
itdisa ppearednearthe Britich
Island of Cuernsey m January 21,
along with S9-year-old pilot David
Ibbotson. -AFp

snatch a victory when the ball fel} to
GarethBale in thedyi ngminutes.

Marc-Andre ter Stegen wasout of
position but Bale’s shot was blocked
by Nelson Semedo,amissed chance
fer the Welshman, who had been left
outof the startingline-up, demoted
behind Vaaquee and Vinicius.

“We had chances to score a second
goal butwe leavesatisflied with what
we did.” Solarisaid.

Baleisstill regainings harpnessa ¢
terthreeweeksout withacalfiryury
but the brilliantform of Vinicius
and theloyalty Vazquezenjoys from
Solari means he cannot take his
place for granted.

“Lucas hasthevirtues that 1value
most in the Spanish character,”
Solarisaid “He has solidarity and
he is brave.”

Real face Atletico Madrid on
Saturday inL aLiga, when a win
wouldsee them)jwnpabovetheircity
rivalsinto secondinthe table Their
resmgenceremainsontrack.

AFP

PUBI ISHEDFOR THEPRAPRIETARSBEennett Colerman &C v l.1d.by R alees Yadav at Times
House, 7, BoNa®N RINZalar Mag New DClh £19000 2, Phone 011-2 3302000 Fax! 012 -
23323346angarinted byh imat Temesof india Pross 1 3405/) _site iV, industr il A 5e3

Sshibabai(uA

REGD.OFF ICE: Ov Dad b 1Ness 04 ) f0 3d, M ba) 40008 LEDITOR { PELHIMA IKET): Javed
Sayed (Respons b e for sk tiion of newsendes PRB A A) € Repraduitt ion i nwtitte 0 rin pare
withou l writen pesm isaaenol the publicties isprah kuted Alinigiis | cserved.

R|NIN0.26749/74 {MADE IN New D10 || VOLUME §7 ND, 29

AIR CKARGE Ra purAlimedabad. S'ina g, Ley3 viae2 DO | PRICEINNEP RI : NEPE S 00

excege S stur dav & Sunday :NEP €25 00

TOIl

{ Message The President of India

12:00 PM

100% s

Contact

/

Sir,

City:

Sincerely yours

Name;

~

i request you to direct the Government of India to make
the necessary change in law to enable me to exercise my
right to vote from any place in India that | am located in.

#LostVotes

An Inlative o Tha Timas of India

Suppoit the cause and
sign the petition on

WWW.LOSTVOTES.COM
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