DANCE of DEMOCRACY e
STATE OF THE BJP recently received a jolt in the heartland where Congress made
big gains in three Assembly elections. But if BJP is up against

anti-incumbency, Congress is a divided house in many states. Regional
A parties are looking at expanding their footprint with strategic alliances.
Here’s a look at what’s cooking in the states ahead of the mega election
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The situation is different
in Barak Valley, though,

=R where the Bengali-
speaking population
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Going by the 2018 Assembly scoreline, Congress hopes to

cash in on the backlash
elsewhere in the state. AGP, which
walked out of NDA over the bill, appears
to be ina limbo
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This is Mamata Banerjee's bastion but

BJP is a growing force here. In 2014, BJP
bagged two LS seats. By 2018, the party
had consolidated — in the gram panchayat
polls, BJP ended up ahead
of CPM and Congress
combined. Mamata,
however, is on solid ground
for now, and is hoping to
improve on her 2014 tally
of 34 with the support of rural and urban
poor, small traders and the minorities. BIP
is banking on religious polarisation. Leftis
struggling, and so is Congress
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In power since 2014, BJP
and ally AJSU Party may

Congress is seen to have an edge in

at least 14 of the 29 LS seats — a big
comeback from just three seats in 2014.
CM Kamal Nath has put farm loan waiver,
job creation and power sops on
the fast track. He has rolled out
the country's first scheme for
100-day job guarantee for urban
youth and the agri loan waiver
money has already started
reaching farmers' accounts. BJP,
on the other hand, can draw
hope from the fact that it was neck and
neck with Congress despite the anti-
incumbency of 15 years of rule
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This is the home turf of PM Narendra Modi
and BJP president Amit Shah. They would
hope for a clean sweep again.
But between 2014 and 2017,
the state witnessed major
upheavals like the Patidar
quota agitation, post-Una
Dalit uprising, and farmers'
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