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Boeing works to managea
crisis with unknown costs

Losses Could Include Pending Orders Of $550bn For 4,600 Planes,

Compensation To Airlines Forced To Ground Jets
- '

MNatalie Kitroeff

hen Boeing's Dream-
\.- liner was grounded
' in 2013, it took more
than $20 million and three
months to fix the problem.
The crisis overits 737 MAX jet
could be even harder tomana-
ge, given the incalculable re-
putational risk after two fatal
crashes. The short-term
costssuch asa softwarefix to
the plane are likely to be ma-
nageable for Boeing, but the
bigger financial unknown is
whether airlines lose confi-
dence in the Max, the compa-
ny's best-selling jet. Some
4 600 planes are on order, ac-
counting for around $550 bil-
lion in future revenue,

Since the second crash, in
Ethiopia on Sunday, shares of
Boeing have dropped nearly
11%. “Reputationally and fi-
nancially, this is painful,” said
Richard Aboulafia, vice presi-
dent of analysisat Teal Group
Corp., a consulting firm.

With all of the Max planes
now grounded around the
world, Boeing's first priority
isdeveloping a fix. Boeing has
been working with US regula-
tors to roll out a software up-
date and new training guideli-
nes in the months since the
first crash, off Indonesia in
October The update is expec-
ted by April, but a final solu-
tion could take more time de-

s - -

-
N

> = -2 o
o -

AFP
-

s

. T e

The US has followed countries around the world and has grounded all
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft following the crash of an Ethiopia Airlines plane

Boeing black boxes flown to France

he black box flight recorders from the Boeing 737 MAX aircraft

that crashed in Ethiopia were flown to France on Thursday.
France's BEA air safety agency confirmed ithas received the
recorders from the plane that crashed shortly after takeoff from
Addis Ababa on Sunday, killing all 157 people aboard. BEA
investigators will try to remove information from the cockpit voice
and flight data recorders, which were damaged in the disaster. On
Wednesday, US authorities said new evidence showed similarities
between the Ethiopiacrash and that of a Lion Air flight in Indonesia
in October that claimed the lives of 189 people. are

pending on what investiga-
tors determine happened in
the Ethiopia disaster

The longer it takes tofind
asolution, the higher the pri-
ce tag. The battery fix for the
Dreamliner jets amountedto
$465,000 per plane, according
to Carter Copeland, an ana-
lyst at Melius Research. Ba-
sed on those costs, he estima-
tes that Boeing could spend
nearly $1 billion toresolve is-

sues with the 737 MAX fleet,
Airlines, which have 350 of
the planes in their fleets, have
also begun to demand com-
pensation for their losses du-
ring the grounding. It costsan
estimated $1 million to lease a
replacement jet for three
months, Boeing could also fa-
ce lawsuits from the families
of passengers who died.
Acompany thesize of Boe-
ingwill probably beabletoab-
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sorbsuch costs. Boeing, an ae-
rospace giant that buildscom-
mercial and military aircraft,
makes more than $100 billion
in revenue a year. The bigger
challenge for Boeing is how it
will handle future orders. If
deliveries are delayed becau-
se the plane needs to be rede-
signed, the manufacturer is
likely to have to offer disco-
unts to carriers with orders.
There is also a broader
risk that, if the passenger
backlashtothe Max lasts, the
manufacturer could lose so-
me corporate customers in
the longrun. Such a shift wo-
uld give an advantage to its
suropean rival Airbus,
which makes a similar fuel-
efficient plane, the A32(neo.
The most significant fallo-
ut may be from the new scruti-
ny over the manufacturer’s re-
lationship to its regulator; the
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. On Wednesday, top House
Democrats with oversight of
the agency said that they wo-
uld begin a thorough review of
the process used to determine
the airworthiness of the 737
Max. “There must be a rigoro-
us investigation into why the
aircraft, which has critical sa-
fety systems that did not exist
on prior models, was certified
without requiring additional
pilot training,” said Represen-
tatives Peter DeFazioand Rick
LAarsen . NyTNEWS SERVICE
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FB sufters 24-hour

Times News NETwWoORK

of outage, Facebook was
down for about 24 hours
across the world between
Wednesday and Thursday, At
the time of the filing of this
report, the website had been
restored in many partsof the
world. Ona live outage chart
put out by a technology web-
site, India looked alright but
not entirely unaffected.
Facebook subsidiaries —
Instagram and WhatsApp —
also remained down in many
parts of the world even on
Thursdayevening. The global
outage led to a flurry of me-
mes on Twitter with #Facebo-
okDown, #WhatsAppDown
and #InstagramBlackout2019
trending for several hours.
Facebook confirmed the
prolonged disruption. The co-
mpany also said it was consi-
dering whether to refund ad-
vertisers for lost exposure due

In one of the biggest cases

11-yr-old sues
US govt over
climate change

Washington: Levi Draheim

is an 11-year-old kid who lives :
on a barrier island separating

the coast of Florida from

the Atlantic Ocean. He is also

aplaintiff inalawsuit against
the US government over cli-
mate change.

“] don't even know if the

Earth is going to be around
when I'm older at the rate that
we're going,” Levisays.

Levi is the voungest of 21
plaintiffs in legal action laun-
ched in 2015 by two associa-

tions, Our Children's Trust :

and Earth Guardians, against

the US government — a case

now stalled in the courts for
vears. They accusefederal aut-

horities not only of afailure to

act in the face of global war-

ming, but also of “affirmative :
actions that cause climate :
change,” including policies :

that promote fossil fuels. arp

Facebook subsidiaries — Instagram
and WhatsApp — also experienced
interruptions across the world

outage worldwide
FB data deals under criminal probe in US

ederal prosecutors are conducting acriminal investigationinto

data deals Facebook struck with some of the world's largest
tech companies, intensifying scrutiny of the social media giant’s
business practices. Agrand jury in New York has subpoenaed rec-
ords from at least two prominent makers of smartphones and other
devices, according to two people familiar with the requests. The
firms were among more than 150, including Amazon, Apple, Micr-
osoftand Sony, that had cut sharing deals with the world's domin-
ant social media platform. The agreements let the companies see
users' friends, contactinformation and other data, sometimes wit-
hout consent. FB has phased out most of the partnerships. “We are
cooperating with investigators,” an FB spokesman said. wyr

to the problems, which inter-
net outage trackers showed af-
fected users in Europe, Japan,
North and South America.
“Yesterday a server configura-
tion issue made it difficult for
people to access our apps and
services, We are 100% back up
and running and apologize for
any inconvenience,” a Facebo-
ok spokesperson said. “Weare
still investigating the overall
impact of thisissue, including
the possibility of refunds for

Seoul: Police in South Korea
questioned two K-pop stars
and two other singers resig-
ned on Thursday, as accusa-
tions of sex tapes, prostitutes
and secret chat about rape
rocked the music indusiry
and hitentertainment stocks.

Singer Lee Seung-hyun,
28, better known by the stage
name Seungri, is suspected
of paying for prostitutes for
foreign  businessmen to
drum up investment in his
business. He denies any
wrongdoing and said he wo-
uld cooperate with a police
investigation. “I am sorry to
the nation and evervone who
has been hurt,” Lee told re-
porters, but did notelaborate.

Police have said Lee, a
member of the group BIGE-
ANG, is suspected of what is
known as “sexual bribery”.
On Monday, Lee said he was

advertisers.” Facebook takes
tens of millions of dollars of
advertising revenueevery day.
According to downdetec-
torcom, a Dutch company
which “detectstechnology fai-
lures” real-time, showed the
number of people affected by
theoutage spiked to 12,000 peo-
ple around 6am, but then re
duced considerably in the
next12 hours. At6pm, number
of malfunction reports from
users had come down to 196.

Seungri and Jung Joon-young
were in a group chatroom
where secret sex tapes were
shared, and men joked about
drugging and raping women

leaving the entertainment in-
dustry to fight the charges.
Also in trouble is singer
and TV celebrity Jung Joon-
young. On Wednesday, Jung
admitted to having shared vi-
deos he took secretly while
having sex with women. He
appeared at the same police
station earlier on Thursday.
Jung's agencyhas termina-
ted hiscontractand he hasbe-
en barred fromleavingtheco-

For Instagram, too, the
worst impacted hour was bet-
ween 6-Tam, when 30,000 peo-
ple reported that the site was
down. Around 10am, the
platform tweeted a meme fea-
turing Oprah Winfrey and
wrote: “Anddddd... we're ba-
ck.” A Twitter user posted:
“Hey everyvone! While #Insta-
gramdown and #Facebook-
Dovwn, 1 just found a new soci-
alapp. It's called “outside”.

With inputs fromagencies

s Against Co

* Sex tapes, rape chat, bribery and
-more: Scandals rock K-pop world

untry while police question
him. Lawyers for Jung could :

not be reached for comment.

Lee and Jung were both

members of online chat gro-

ups where secret sex tapes :
were shared, and men joked
about drugging and raping !
women, the broadcaster SBS :
said. A third performer, Yong :
Jun-hyung, expressed remor- |
se inaposton Instagramabo-
ut watching a sex video sha- |
red by Jung, and making in- :
appropriate comments on it. :

“1 was stupid,” he said

Yong's agency said he would :

quit the boyband Highlight.

FNC Entertainment said :
singer ChoiJong-hoonwould
leave the band FT Island after :
chat messages suggested a :
police official helped hide the :
fact that Choi had been cau- :
ght drunk driving. Choi apo-

logised on Instagram. reutens

IN'N KOREA AS PART OF PROJECT TO SING IN EVERY COUNTRY

UK lawmakers

rebuff idea of

another Brexit
referendum

London: The British Parlia-
ment on Thursday rejected a
measurecalling for a second re-
ferendum on Brexit, dashing—
for now —some activists' hopes
that Britons would reverse
themselves and vote to remain
in the European Union.

The amendment seemed do-
omed from the beginning, as
the notion of a second referen-
dum has never commanded a
majority in Parliament. It was
dealt a staggering blow earlier
in the day when the biggest
campaigners for a public vote
urged members of parliament
to vote against the measure, sa-
ving that Thursday's focus sho-
uldbesolely on delay ing Brexit.

The Labour Party, always
leery of asecond referendum,
guickly announced its opposi-
tion, too, though mdividual
lawmakers walked a careful
line intryingtomaintain they
supported a second referen-
dum in other circumstances.

“Today is not about the La-
bour Party saving it wouldn't
support such an amendment,”
Eeir Starmer, Labour's shadow
Brexit secretary, said in parlia-
ment on Thursday afternoon.
“It's about saving today’s about
extension.” The measure failed
on a vote of 334 to 85, with more
than 200 lawmakers not voting.

After months of bluster
and grandstanding, of threats
and political backstabbing, UK
parliament is paralyvzed, mea-
ning that MPs are now likely to
try to stop the clock before the
March 29 deadline. Any delay
would require approval from

the other 27 member states of :

the ELL. And the bigguestion is
what sort of delay would be
granted, and what would it ac-
complish. Experts say the EU
is likely to grant an extension,
though how long it would last
is less certain. nvTNEWS SERVICE

Beto O’Rourke
announces
2020 run for
presidency

eto O'Rourke, the vouth-
:[% ful Texan who gained a
S national following with
x his longshot
election battle
against US Se-
nator Ted Cruz
last wvear, on
Thursday
- launched a bid
for the 2020 Democratic presi-
dential nomination.

The 46-year-old O'Rourke, a
former threeterm US cong
ressman and a punk rocker in
his youth, pledged totackle “the
interconnected crises in our
economy, our democracy and
our climate.” “This moment of
peril produces, perhaps, the
greatest moment of promise
for this country,” he said in an
online video. O'Rourke, whose
aiven name is Robert Francis,
followed his anmouncement
with a trip to lowa, the Midwes-
tern statethat will hold the first
Democratic nominating con-
test in February 2020. O’ Rourke
outlined challenges facing the
US, from immigration to clima-
te change, saying, “The founda-
tional challenge to getall of this
done, is tofix ourdemocracy.”

O’'Rourke was anunderdog
whenhechallenged Cruz, a Re-
publican in the mostly conser-
vative state, but he quickly de-
monstrated an ability to draw
capacity crowds and raise mo-
ney from voters nationwide.
O'Rourke lost the race by less
than 3 percentage points, the
tightest US Senate contest in
the state in four decades.

Early opinion polls on the
2020 race have consistently ran-
ked O'Rourke in the top tier of
contenders, behind former vice
president Joe Biden, and US Se-
nator Bernie Sanders. reuters

Attack on minister rattles NZ’s friendly politics

Charotte Graham-McLay

Wellington: In New Zealand,
members of the public are ac-
customed to seeing their top
government officials at the gr-
ocery store or on the street, un-
encumbered by security guar-
ds as ismore common inother
paris of the world. The count-
ry’s prime minister, Jacinda
Ardern, once jokingly recoun-
ted about being approached by
chatty strangers while she
shopped for maternity bras.
But on Thursday morning,

a government minister was at-
tacked while walking to work
alone, leading Ardern to warn
that New Zealanders’ unusual
level of access to the country's
lawmakersshouldnot betaken
for granted. “We have an envi-
ronment where politicians are
accessible, and that's somet-
hing we should feel proud of,”
Ardern said. “We are, after all,
here fo serve people. But toda-
v's events really show we can-
not take that for granted.”

The victim, James Shaw,
45, a co-leader of the lefi-lea-

PM Jacinda Ardern, who once
jokingly recounted about being
approached by strangers while
shopping for maternity bras, said
the unusual level of access to MPs
should not be taken for granted

ning Green Party and the mi-
nister for climate change, told
the police thathe wasgrabbed
and hit in the Thursday mor-
ning attack, leaving him with
a black eve and cuts on his fa-
ce. After being treated at the
scene, he went on to attend a
meeting at Parliament before
admitting himself for exami-
nation ina hospital.

A Green Party spokesman
said Shaw had told the police
that his assailant knew his na-
me, although officers have not
said whether they believe the

attack was planned, or what
motivated it. The police have
arrested and charged a47-year-
oldman in the attack on Shaw.
Unlike in many countries,
including the US and Britain,
the PM is the only lawmaker
accompanied round-the-clock
by security personnel. Reside-
nis of Wellington, New Zeala-
nd'’s capital, regularly see elec-
ted officials walking or cycling
the streets alone, and some po-
liticians opt to take public tra-
nsportation rather than using
government vehicles. nvr

Indians to benefit
as UK lifts cap on
PhD-level work visas

London: Indians areamong
the largest group of profes-
sionals set to benefit from a
new UK government plan to
remove any limit on the
number of PhD-level work
visas to be granted.

UK c¢hancellor Philip
Hammond announced on
Wednesday ina budgetupda-
te, referred to as the annual
spring statement, that from
later this year all such high-
lyv-qualified roles will be ex-
empt from any cap on the
numbers that can apply and
come towork in Britain.

“{A) key pillar of our plan
is backing Britain to remain
at the forefront of the techno-
logy revolution that is trans
for ming our economy. And to
support that ambition, from
this autumn wewill complete-
ly exempt PhD-level roles
from the visa caps,” Ham-
mond said inhis speech in the
Houseof Commons.

“From Autumn 2019, PhD-
level occupations will be ex-
empt from the Tier 2 (Gene-
ral) cap. and at the same time
the government will update
the immigration rules on 180-
day absences so that resear-
chers conducting Heldwork
overseas are not penalised if
they apply tosettle inthe UK,"”
he added in his statement.

The move is seen as
the first step toward
the complete removal
of a cap on visas for
skilled workers in
2021, when a new
immigration system
comes into force
According to the most re-
cent UK home office data, In-
dians form the largest chunk
of highly skilled professio-
nals within the Tier 2 (Gene-
ral) category of work visas,
accounting for 54 % of allsuch
visas granted in 2018, Indian
nationals also marked the lar-
gest increase In the grant of
Tier 2 visas last yvear, up by 6%
at 3,023 more visas compared
tothe previous vear.
Currently, only a limited
number of visas are issued
every year under the Tier 2
skilled worker section of the
visa system. The govern-
ment's latest announcement
is seen as the first step toward
the complete removal of acap
on visas for skilled workers in
2021, when a new immigra-
tion system comes into force.
“Under the new system, we
will be open to the brightest
and best from India,” immig-
ration minister Caroline No-
kessaid earlier this year. eri

Sandy Hook
shooting: Court
says families can
sue gunmaker

he Connecticut Supre-

me Court on Thursday

allowed a lawsuit aga-
inst Remington Outdoor Co
Inctogoahead, giving famili-
a5 who lost loved ones in the
202 Sandy Hook shooting the
chance to pursue their cla-
ims in an effort to hold the
gunmakerliable,

The families of nine of
the victims and one survivor
have said the manufacturer,
along with a gun wholesaler
and local retailer, are partial-
ly responsible for the carna-
geat the Newtown, Connecti-
cut, school because they mar-
keted the weapon based on its
militaristic appeal.

Adam Lanza, 20, used a
Remington AR-15 Bushmas-
ter rifle, a semi-automatic ci-
vilian version of the US mili-
tary's M-16, to Kill 20 children
betweentheagesof 6and 7, as
well as six adult staff mem-
bers, at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School on December 14,
20012, He then killed himself.

Remington did not imme-
diatelv respond toa requestfor
comment. The National Shoo-
ting Sports Foundation, the fi-
rearm industry's trade associ-
ation, said it wasreviewingthe
decision. Josh Koskoff, one of
the lawvers for the victims' fa-
milies, said families were gra-
teful for the court's rejection of
the gun industry's bid for
complete immunity. reuTers

Trump blasts ‘fake "ews’for
Melania’s ‘body double’ theory

Washington: US President
Trump is not amused by the
H#FakeMelania  conspiracy
theories circulating on social
media. Hespunoff a new theo-
ry on Wednesday to debunk
the idea that there's a body do-
uble of his wife who steps in
for her at times. The “fake
news didit, heclaimed witho-
utevidence, Trumpalleged on
Wednesday in a tweet that
photos of his wife had beenal-
tered to make them appear as
though a look-alike accompa-
nied him to Alabama last we-
ek tosurvey tornadodamage.

His favourite morning TV
programme, “Fox & Friends”,
reported on the body-double
theory on Wednesday as the
show's hosts weighed inon a
discussion that aired on Mon-
day on ABC's “The View".
Hosts of the ABC programme
debated whether an impostor
had travelled with Trump.
“The Fake News photoshop-
ped pictures of Melania, then
propelled conspiracy theories

Trump had recently criticised the
negative press coverage of his
wife Melania, saying: If | were a
Democrat instead of a Republican,
she'd be Jackie O (Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis) times twenty'

side in Alabama and other
places,” the president twee-
ted. “They are only getting
more deranged with time!”
Hosts of “The View™ had
commented on how the wo-
manat Trump’ssidein photos
of the trip appeared shorter
than usual and had a different
facial structure than the first
lady’'s. One host allowed that

wearing flat shoes. Infact, the
S-foot11 first lady had ditched
her customary stilettos for
sneakers to walk around the
rough terrain with the6-foot-3
Trump. Stephanie Grisham,
the first lady's spokeswoman,
said the episode “went be-
vond the petty mean-girl spi-
rit that we've grown accusto-
med to. Peopledied....”

The White House did not
respond to a request for com-
menton who specifically Tru-
mp thought had doctored the
photos. The president showed
his frustration with press co-
verage of his wife during an
interview this week with a
conservative online news or-
ganization. “If ourfirstlady, if
[ werea Democrat insteadof a
Republican, she'd be Jackie O
times twenty Instead, they go
after her,” Trump said. He
was referring to John F Ken-
nedy's wife, Jacqueline Ken-
nedy Onassis, who often was
referred to as “Jackie O after
she remarried following Ken-

thatit'sactually notherbymy  the firstlady might have been  nedy's assassination. ae
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Hit by an arrow, ,...uu;n "
mobile phone dies

saving Australian

n Australian man had a

lucky escape while con-
fronting a man armed with a
bow outside his home, as a
loosed arrow pierced the mo-
hile telephone he was holding
to take a photograph of the
incident, Australian police said
on Thursday. The 43-year old
man had returned on Wednes-
day to find the man, who was
known to him, waiting outside
his home in Nimbin, near
Brisbane. “The resident held up
his mobile phone to take a
photo of the armed man who
then engaged the bow and was
ready to fire,” a police state-
ment said. "“It's alleged the man
fired the arrow at the resident
which pierced through the
man's mobile phone causing
the phone to hit him in the chin.
It left a small laceration that
didn't require medical treat-
ment.” A 38-year old man was
arrested at the scene and
charged, police said.

Chinese school slammed
for expired, mouldy food
One of China's high schools has
been slammed after piles of
expired mouldy food were
found in its canteen kitchen.
Mouldy bread, rotting meat and
seafood were discovered at the
Chengdu No 7 Experimental
High School, the BEC reported
on Thursday. The scandal first
emerged when a small group of
parents were invited on Mon-
day to attend a tree planting
event at the private high school
in Chengdu, the capital city of
Sichuan province. While at the

A 21-year-old woman was threatened with being offloaded from a flight
at Birmingham airport for wearing ‘inappropriate’ attire. Emily O"Connor,
who was travelling on a Thomas Cook Airlines flight to Tenerife in the
Canary Islands on March 2, said the cabin crew told her that her clothing
was ‘causing offence’. A Thomas Cook spokesman said on Wednesday:
‘We are sorry that we upset Ms O'Connor. It's clear we could have
handled the situation better. In common with most airlines we have an
appropriate clothing policy. This applies equally to men and women...

school, a group of parents
discovered mouldy bread,
rotting meat and seafood items
in the canteen Kitchen. Accor-
ding to the parent, the private
school costs 39,000 yuan
(%$5,800) a year — about 20
times the amount a public
school would cost.

Lionon thelam locked-up
inSouth African jail
A young lion captured after be-

ing on the run for almost a mo-
nth spent the night in a South
African police cell before being
moved back to its national park
home. The juvenile male appa-
rently escaped from the Karoo
National Park through a hole in
a perimeter fence. He was eve-
ntually tracked and darted on
Wednesday before being moved
by helicopter to the Sutherland
police station where he ended
up alone in a holding cell.




