Journalist freed
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We need a new
president, committed
heart and soul to the

climate crises

— Al Gore,
Former US vice-president

Houston woman
has sextuplets

Houston: A Houston woman
beat the odds of one in 4.7
billion after giving birth to
sextuplets at The Woman's
Hospital of Texas in the
United States. According to
the hospital, the woman
delivered two sets of twin
boys and one set of twin girls
between 4:50 am and 4:59
am local time on Friday. The
mother, Thelma Chiaka, is
doing well. The babies were
born at weights ranging from
1 pound and 12 ounces to 2
pounds and 14 ounces. They
are stable and will continue
to receive care at the neona-
tal intensive care unit.

Slovaks vote
for president

Bratislava: Zuzana Caputova,
an anti-corruption campaign-
er with no previous experi-
ence of public office, is set to
win Slovakia’s presidential
election on Saturday as vot-
ers spurn the ruling Smer
party one year after the mur-
der of a journalist sparked
mass protests. The killing of
Jan Kuciak triggered the
biggest anti-government
protests in Slovakia since
communism ended three
decades earlier. It also led to
the resignation of then prime
minister, Smer leader Robert
Fico.

24 DEAD IN
ZIMBABWE
CYCLONE

Harare: At least 24 people have
been killed and dozens are
missing in parts of eastern
Zimbabwe hit by the peripheral
effects of tropical cyclone Idai
which lashed neighbouring
Mozambique, government said
Saturday.

Zimbabwe's ministry of infor-
mation announced on Twitter
that so far the “number of
deaths is confirmed at 24 main-
ly from Chimanimani East,”

German journalist Billy Six, detained by
Venezuelan intelligence services four
months ago, was freed in Caracas
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Mosque attack suspect
charged with murder

B Tarrant flashes white power gesture in New Zealand court

Christchurch, March 16:
A right-wing extremist
flashed a white power ges-
ture as he faced the first of
many murder charges in a
New Zealand court on
Saturday, while a shell-
shocked community dug
graves for 49 mosque-goers
he stands accused of slay-
ing.

Australia-born, 28-year-
old Brenton Tarrant stood
largely impassive in the
dock wearing handcuffs
and a white prison smock,
as the judge read the first
of what are expected to be
a host of murder charges
that could mean he dies in
jail.

Flanked by armed police,
the former personal fit-
ness trainer gestured an
upside-down “okay”, a
symbol used by white
power groups worldwide.

He did not request bail
and was taken into cus-
tody until his next court
appearance Wwhich was
scheduled for April 5.

Outside the courtroom,
Christchurch residents
struggled to deal with the
aftermath of what is
thought to be the worst act
of terror against Muslims
in the West.

At an old gravesite, exca-
vators were called in to
remove the vast amount of
earth needed to bury the
dead, although police have
not yet been able to release
the bodies to anxious fam-
ilies. At the nearby hospi-
tal, doctors worked round
the clock to treat 39 people
for gunshot wounds and
other injuries sustained in
the attacks. The wounded
included a two-year-old
boy and a four-year-old

girl.
The attack on the Al
Noor and Linwood

mosques has prompted an
outpouring of grief and
deep shock in this usually
peaceful country, which
prides itself on welcoming
refugees fleeing violence
or persecution.

Throughout the day peo-
ple laid flowers at a
makeshift memorial just
beyond the police cordon
around the Al Noor
mosque, where most of
the victims died.

Many were accompanied
with handwritten letters
laden with sadness and
disbelief, from residents of
what one local driver
called the “city of sor-
row”.

“I am so sorry that you
were not safe here. Our
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A Turkish man holds a placard as people demonstrate for the people killed during the
mosque attacks in New Zealand, during a protest in Ankara, Turkey, on Saturday.

IMAM SAYS “WE
STILL LOVE THIS
(OUNTRY’

Christchurch, March
16: An imam who was
leading prayers at a
Christchurch  mosque
when a gunman bran-
dishing semi-automatic
weapons mowed down his
congregation said on
Saturday that the Muslim
community's love for
New Zealand would not
be shaken by the mas-
sacre.

“We still love this coun-
try,” said Ibrahim Abdul
Halim, imam of Linwood
Mosque, vowing that
extremists would “never
ever touch our -confi-
dence”.

Halim gave a harrowing
account of the moment
during Friday prayers
when gunshots rang out
in the mosque, replacing
peaceful reflection with

screaming, bloodshed
and death.

“Everyone laid down on
the floor, and some

women started crying,
some people died immedi-
ately,” he said.

But, he said, New

Zealand Muslims still felt
at home in the south

-AP

Search is on for

missing

Christchurch,
16: India’s High
Commission in New
Zealand on Saturday said
that it has been pursuing
with local authorities
whereabouts of seven
Indians and two Indian-
origin persons after the
terror attacks on two
Christchurch mosques.

Two Indians are receiv-
ing treatments, the Indian
mission said.

“We have been pursuing
with NZ authorities
whereabouts of 9 Indians,
incl 2 PIOs. 2 indians
receiving treatment.
Following up with NZ
Govt for others. Also r in
regular touch with their
families (sic),” the Twitter
account of the Indian
High Commission in New
Zealand said.

At least 49 worshippers
were killed on Friday in
attacks on the Al Noor
Mosque in central
Christchurch and the
Linwood Mosque in the
city's outer suburb, in
what appeared to be the
worst attack on Muslims

March

Indians

M India's High
Commission said any
Indian national
affected by the
attacks can contact
mission for help.

M It tweeted two
numbers 021803899
and 021850033.

Zealand Sanjiv Kohli
tweeted: “As per updates
received from multiple
sources there are 9 miss-
ing persons of indian
nationality/ origin.
Official confirmation still
awaited. Huge crime
against humanity. Our
prayers with their fami-
lies”. In New Delhi,
External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson  Raveesh
Kumar said on Friday
that India's High
Commission in New
Zealand is in touch with
local authorities for more
information.
India's
Commission

High
said any
Indian national affected

Prez issues first
veto over wall

Washington, March
16: Unbowed by a con-
gressional rebuke,
President Donald

Trump issued the first
veto of his presidency
on Friday in a demon-
stration that he is not
through fighting for his
signature campaign
promise, which stands
largely unfulfilled 18
months before voters
decide whether to grant
him another term.
Trump rejected an
effort by Congress to
block the emergency
declaration he'd used to
circumvent lawmakers
as he tried to shake loose
funds for his long-prom-
ised wall along the U.S.-
Mexico border. The
monthslong confronta-
tion now moves to the
courts, but not before
marking a new era of
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divided government in

Washington and
Republicans' increasing
independence from the
White House.

“Congress has the free-
dom to pass this resolu-
tion," Trump said, “and I
have the duty to veto it."
A dozen  defecting
Republicans joined
Senate Democrats in
approving the joint reso-
lution which capped a
week of confrontation
with White House. -AP

THREE OR MORE EGGS A

WEEK MEANS EARLY DEATH!

People who eat an
added three or four
eggs a week or 300
milligrams of dietary
cholesterol per day,
have a higher risk of
both heart disease
and early death
compared with those
who eat fewer eggs,
new research finds.

MW Over the fol-
low-up period,
a total of 5,400
cardiovascular
events
occurred,
including 1,302
fatal and non-
fatal strokes.

W Extra 300 mg

W Eggs are a major
source of dietary
cholesterol, wrote
Victor Zhong, post-
doctoral fellow at
Northwestern
University Feinberg
School of Medicine.

of dietary cho-
lesterol per day
was associated
with a 3.2%
higher risk of
heart disease
and 4.4% high-
er risk of early
death.

M Zhong and his col-
leagues noted that a
single large egg con-
tains about 186 mil-
ligrams of choles-
terol.

M Each addi-
tional half an
egg was asso-
ciated with a
1.1% higher
risk of cardio-

M The researchers
examined data from
six US study groups
including more than
29,000 people fol-
lowed for 172 years
on average.

>

vascular dis-
ease and 1.9%
higher risk of
early death.

W Additionally,
cholesterol-
containing
foods are
usually
rich in
atu-
ated
at an
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