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Goa chief minister
Parrikar dies at 63

TRIBUTES POUR IN State’s tallest leader loses battle to cancer

1955-2019

Gerard de Souza
= gerard.desouza@htlive.com

PANAJI: Goa chief minister Mano-
har Parrikar died at his resi-
dence in Panaji on Sunday,
prompting the Centre to
announce a national mourning
even as tributes flowed in from
across the political spectrum for
the 63-year-old former defence
minister who was widely consid-
ered the tallest Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader from the
state.

Parrikar was diagnosed with
advanced pancreatic cancer in
February last year and was
repeatedly admitted to hospitals
in Goa, Mumbai, New Delhiand
New York. His mortal remains
will be cremated in Panaji on
Monday evening after they are
keptatthe BJP’sstate headquar-
tersforpoliticalleadersand the
public to pay their finals
respects,according toan official
statement.

Shortly after the Goa CM’s
Twitter handle announced on
Sunday evening that he was
“extremely critical” and that
doctors were trying to improve
his condition, President Ram
Nath Kovind announced that the
senior BJP leader had passed
away.

“Extremely sorry to hear of
the passing of Shri Manohar Par-
rikar, Chief Minister of Goa,
afteranillnessborne with forti-
tude and dignity. An epitome of
integrity and dedication in pub-
liclife, his service to the people of
Goa and of India will not be for-
gotten #PresidentKovind,” Pres-
ident Kovind tweeted a little
before 8pm.
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Unparalleled leader...

true patriot and
exceptional administrator.
His impeccable service
will be remembered

by generations
NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

Deeply saddened by

the news... bravely
battled debilitating illness.
Respected and admired
across parties, he was one

of Goa’s favourite sons.
RAHUL GANDHI, Congress president

How Goa CM rose to
national prominence

= letters@hindustantimes.com

PANAJI/NEW DELHI: Manohar
GopalkrishnaPrabhuParrikar,
63, from a business family in
Parra village (from which his
family derivesitsname), notonly
dominated state politics for two

decades but was also a rare
national leader from Goa. From
themomenthebecamethestate’s
first BJP chief minister in Octo-
ber2000—after causingasplitin
theruling Congress, which wona
fullmajority 11 monthsearlier—
Parrikar became the mainstay of
Goapolitics. »P9

CONG TO LEAVE 7
SEATS IN UP FOR
SP-BSP COMBINE

UmeshRaghuvanshi ...
= letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: The Congress on Sun-
day decided to leave seven Lok
Sabhaseatsfor thealliance com-
prising the Samajwadi Party
(SP), Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
and the Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD)
in Uttar Pradesh.

Themove came days after the
coalition decided that it will not
field candidates from the two
Congress strongholds of Rae
Bareli and Amethi in the politi-
cally crucial state.

“Weare thankful tothem [alli-
ance] for leaving the two seats...
we are leaving seven seats for
them. These seven seatsinclude
Mainpuri, Kannauj, Firozabad,
and the seats from where BSP
chiefMayawatiand RLDleaders
Ajit Singh and Jayant Chaudhary
may contest the elections,” UP
Congress chief Raj Babbar told
mediapersons. Though the state
Congress chief did not name the
seventhseat,henoddedinagree-
ment when journalists hinted at
Azamgarh, from where SP chief
AKkhilesh Yadavmay contest the
Lok Sabhaelections. »P8
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Justice Ghose set to be
country’s first Lokpal

Rajeevdayaswal .
= rajeev.jayaswal@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: Retired Supreme Court
judge Pinaki Chandra Ghose is
likely to be appointed the coun-
try’s first Lokpal, the anti-cor-
ruption ombudsman, after a
Prime Minister NarendraModi-
led selection committee on Sun-
day agreed on hisname, two offi-
cialswith direct knowledge of the
mattersaid.

Parliament passed the Lokpal
Actin 2013, when the Congress-
led United Progressive Alliance
(UPA)government wasin power.
Thelaw provides for a Lokpal at
the Centre and Lokayuktas in
statestoinvestigate cases of cor-
ruption against public servants.

“The competentauthority will
soon take a final decision on the
name of justice Ghose for the
chairperson, Lokpal, as recom-
mended by the selection commit-
tee, and then the appointment
will beformally announced,” an
official said on the condition of
anonymity. Justice Ghose, cur-
rently amember of the National
Human Rights Commission

ABOUT THE OMBUDSMAN

Currently amember of the National Human Rights Commission,
justice PC Ghose was an SC judge from March 2013 to May 2017

m Alaw graduate from Calcutta
University, Ghose practised at
the Calcutta high court bar as
an advocate dealing with
arbitration, constitutional
and company matters

m He was elevated to the position
of ajudge at the Calcutta high
courtin1997

m In December 2012, he was made
the chief justice of the Andhra
Pradesh high court

u In March 2013, he was elevated
to the Supreme Court of India

m At the top court, he adjudicated
on several remarkable cases,

(NHRC), retired as a Supreme
Courtjudgein May 2017.

The PM, Lok Sabha Speaker,
ChiefJustice of India or hisnomi-
nee, Leader of the Opposition,
and an eminent jurist are the
members ofthe Lokpal selection
committee. As there is no desig-

including the Babri Masjid
demolition case, in which the SC
directed the trial court to
proceed against LK Advani, MM
Joshi, Uma Bharti and others for
criminal conspiracy

m After his retirement in 2017,
justice Ghose was appointed to
NHRCas a judicial member

m Hecomesfroma @
family of
lawyers. His . N
father, justice
SC Ghose, was a
former chief
justice of the
Calcutta HC

nated Leader of Oppositioninthe
Lok Sabha currently, the govern-
ment had invited Kharge, the
leader of the Congresslegislature
party in the House, to the meet-
ings of the selection panel as a
“specialinvitee”.
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Ministers prefix ‘chowkidar’ to their Twitter identities
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NEWDELHI: The social media bat-
tle between the Bharatiya Jan-
ataParty (BJP)and the Con-
gress took another turn on Sun-
day with senior leaders of the
BJP —including Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, members of
his Cabinet, and party chief
AmitShah —adding the prefix
“chowkidar” to their Twitter
identities. The move cameaday
after Modilaunched a social
media campaign, “Main Bhi

Chowkidar (I, too, am a watch-
man)”, apparently mocking
Congress president Rahul Gan-
dhi’s anti-corruption campaign
targetingthe PM by using the
slogan “Chowkidar chorhai”
(the watchman is a thief). Gan-
dhi has often argued that his
pitch, which started with his
allegation that the government
bought overpriced Rafale
fighter jets—acharge the gov-
ernment denies, resonated with
the people.

“Happy that #MainBhi-
Chowkidar hasignited the

Chowkidar withinall of us.
Greatfervor! Ecstatictoseethe
passion and commitment to
protect India from corrupt
criminal and anti-social ele-
ments. Let us keep working
togetherforadeveloped India,”
Modi tweeted on Sunday even-
ing, further amplifying the
social media battle.

On Saturday, the Prime Min-
ister, while launching the cam-
paign, said in a series of tweets:
“your Chowkidarisstanding
firm and serving the nation.”

CONTINUEDONP?7

‘MODIWILL
BE BACK’

NEWDELHI: Union minister
Prakash Javadekaris
confident people will vote
for PM Modi
“because they
believe he has
thecapacityto &
take Indiatothe
nextlevel”.
»P11

Navy says build-up
in Arabian Sea put
Pak on back foot

Rahul Singh .
w rahul.singh@hindustar

.com

NEW DELHI: Rising tensions
between India and Pakistan after
the February 14 Pulwama sui-
cide bombing led the Indian
Navy to cut short a major exer-
cise in the Indian Ocean region
and swiftly redeploy its frontline
assetstothenorth Arabian Sea,
thenavy said on Sunday.

In arare announcement, the
navy said the build-up, consist-
ingofanaircraft carrier, nucle-
ar-powered attack submarines
andscores of frontline warships
and maritime aircraft, put the
Pakistan Navy on the back foot.

Experts and senior navy offi-
cialssaid thenaval mobilisation
was the biggest since Operation
Parakram following the Decem-
ber 2001 attack on Parliament.

»P10

Azhar issue will
be resolved, says
Chinese envoy
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NEW DELHI: China’s block on a
freshmove todesignate Pakistan-
based Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)
chief Masood Azhar as a global
terrorist at the UN Security
Council is aimed at further con-
sultations on theissue that “will
beresolved”, Chinese ambassa-
dorLuoZhaohuisaidon Sunday.
Indian officials have expressed
disappointment at China’s deci-
siononMarch 13toplacea‘“hold”
on the move spearheaded by
France, the USand Britain tolist
Arzhar as a global terrorist with
the UN’s Islamic State and
al-Qaeda Sanctions Committee.
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