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India look for fringe benefits against Australia in final series before World Cup

ndia will continue their ex- : '

periments to figure out the final i
pieces of a jigsaw puzzle called
the ‘World Cup squad’ when a
five-match ODI series against
Australia startstodayv.

The team is slowly moving into the
World Cup mode and even a0-2 loss inthe
just-concluded T20 series won't see any
shift in plansasfarasskipper Virat Kohli
and coach Ravi Shastri are concerned.

“Every team will look to fine-tune whatev-
er they need to before the World Cup, and
we'll keep doing that in the ODI series too,
but we still want to win every match we
play " skipper Kohlisaid after the Bengaluru
T oss headlining his intention.

There will be at least four playvers for
whom the series will be like a ‘pre-test’, a
good score ensuring that they get *admit
cards’ for the board exams.

Thefour plavers inquestion are KL Rahul,
Rishabh Pant, Vijay Shankar and Siddarth
Kaul, who are fighting for twoavailableslots
in that UK bound 15membersquad.

One man who will be keenly tracking the
developments from the sidelines will be
Dinesh Karthik, whostill, many believe, has
an outside chanceof making ittotheteam.

However, for thequartet of Rahul, Pant,
shankar and Kaul, the coming five
matches will be an acid test as and when
they are inducted into the playing X1.

Rahul should be in a good head space
after scores of 50 and 47 in the two T20

Internationals and isexpected toget a few
more chances at the top of the order,
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Barcelona eye double triumph over Real
Madrid but defensive doubts remain

After knocking Real Madrid out of the Copa del
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‘IPL will Have No Bearing on WC Selection’

Suarez's brace on Wednesday continues a timely

FACTBOX

The batsman is fighting for the reserve Rey, Barcelona now have the opportunity tosend return toform while Lionel Messi showed against
opener's slot and who knows if Shikhar INDIA vs AUSTRALIA ODI SERIES India captain Virat Kohlion Friday  good IPL won't make much of theirrivals packing inthetitle race too. Sevilla last weekend that he isready tocall upon his
Dhawan's indifferent form continues, the INDIA | AUSTRALIA said IPL performances will have a difference for any World Cup Barca's 3-0 victory on Wednesday means scintillating bestwhenrequired.

Mangalore man could well be a perma- Ranking 2nd | Ranking: 6th “no influence” on the World Cup hopeful. “We need to have asolid Barca will return to the Santiago Bernabeu It is in defence where doubts remain. The ease
nent fixture in the side. . Receat Eorm 5) | Recent Form (Lasts) | team selection. team. Before we head into the on Saturday with a spring in their step, even if with whichMadrid opened Barcaupon the counter-

All eyes will also be on Pant, whohasn't (Last ; “No, | don't see the IPL having IPL, we need to be absolutely Madrid were the better side and had the better attack suggests there is still a vulnerability on the
exactly beenconsistent in the shorter for- Beat New Zealand by | Lostto India by 7 ! opportunitiesuntil thechaotic final 30 minutes, break, which teams in the Champions League will

ks W . : : : any influence on World Cup clear of what team we want , : :

mats but such is his talent and ability to 35runsin Wellington | wickets in Melbourne : : : : when a Luis Suarez double and Raphael Varane bebetter placed toexploit.

L : - selection. | think that will be very, for the World Cup. | don't see : = Ay .
win matches singlehandedly that the Lost toNew Zealand by | Lostto Indiaby 6 - o : : own goalgave victory to the Catalans. Midfield has been bypassed too easily allseason
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team management may give him a few 8 wickets in Hamilton | wickets in Adelaide \ndian captain said on the eve of ages for any of the players They had more chances in the first half, it's while neither Nelson Semedo nor Sergi Roberto
more matches before taking a final call. Beat New Zealand by 7 | Beat Indi 4 : £ : true.” said Gerard Pique. “But in the second we havereally convinced at right back.
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For Vijay Shankar, his bowling doesn't wickets in Mt Maunganui | inSydney Thers were talks that 1L could e e T aamar H et knew how to get at them. They left more spaceand  There 15 still time to tighten up and Samuel
exactly inspire confidence but Hardik : b ible sh bota tﬁa h , th in 10to 15 minutes we scored three goals.” Umtiti's returntofitness will bea welcome boost
Pandya'sdodgy fitness will keep him in the Beat New Zealand by | Lost to South Africa EaposhiniesootODeTwWeen  TREANIALLIRY are QUL AT NG A repeat this weekend in La Liga would leave  ifhe can find sharpnessbefore the end of the sea-
race and he ean still claim fora secondall: ~ 307uns in Mt Maunganui | by 40 runs in Hobart Dinesh Karthik and Rishabh Pant  picture for the World Cup. Those SantiagoSolari'sside 12 points son. But for those that crave
rounder’sslot if Pandyaisthefirst choice. BeatNew Zealand by | Beat South Africaby | for the second wicketkeeper's things are not going to matter, adrift of Barcelona, who'd ef: HEAD TO HEAD success in the Champions

Kaul is a rank outsider and could be a 8 wickets in Napier | 7 runs in Adelaide slot but Kohli said that one Kohli set the record straight. —PTI fectively haveanextrapoint’s IR Vs el League, more than either
blind side entry asthe reserve paceras the : advantage given their superi- 43 Goals For 65 La Liga or the Copa del Rey,
team mangement’s trial test with Khaleel challenge for Aaron Finch and hismen. The Australian team, buoyved by the maid- e ThE":-,r' are a settled SldE, or head-to-head record. That 30 Goal inst °c there is room for improve-
Ahmed hasn't vielded the desired results. Also the formidable wrist spin duo of  en'T20 triumph over India, will be eager to prghahw settled for would be a gargantuan gap to 0ais Agains ment,

With Mohammed Shami and Jasprit EKuldeep Yadav and Yuzvendra Chahal continue the momentum it has gained. such a lone time now. and makeupwith 12 gamesleft, 308 Total Shots 308 *“We are happy togo through
Bumrah being automaticchoices, Kaulwill  will be operating in tandemduringthose  Nathan Lyon's presence will lend teeth g ! Atletico Madrid are closer, 48.1% Shot Conversion Rate 571% butwe have dohave todosome

probably get twogames toprovehis worth.

But Kohliand coach Ravi Shastri are not
likely to tinker with the core team too
much as a comprehensive series win is
always an acceptable proposition.

With Ambati Rayvudu, Kedar Jadhav
and Shami back in the Indian set-up, the
ODI series will be a completely different

middle overs to choke the run flow,
Addtoit, Jadhav'sside-armlowoff-breaks
and the likes of Glenn Maxwell, ' Arcy
short, Marcus Stoinis and Shaun Marsh
may find it difficult tonegotiate the overs.
Bumrah, set to be India’s premier bowler
in England, may berested fora gameortwo
dependingon India’s position intheseries,

to the spin department and he will part-
ner Adam Zampa.

Andrew Tyve, the late replacement for
the injured Kane Richardson, will like to
use all the variations learnt during his
stints with various IPL franchises,
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Kyrgios Beats Stan
to Reach Semis

Australian Nick Kyrgios, unfazed by
stern words from vanquished Rafael
Nadal, produced another gritty win
over Switzerland's Stan Wawrinka to
reach the semi-finals of the Mexico
Open. A day after his dramatic
comeback victory over 17-time Grand
Slam winner Madal, Kyrgios out-
lasted Wawrinka 7-5,6-7 (3/7), 6-4 to
book a meeting with John Isner fora
place in the final. Third-seeded Isner
defeated eighth-seeded Millman 7-6
(7/2), 6-7 (4/7), 7-6 (7/4) in a three
hour, five minute marathon.

‘Need to Restore
Bat-Ball Balance'

Power-hitting in ODI matches does
nat always guarantee entertainment
and cricket authorities must alter
the laws to restare balance between
bat and ball, former England

captain Michael Atherton has said.
Atherton's comments came after
England set West Indies amammaoth
target of 418 in Wednesday's 0Dl in
Grenada, with the hosts falling just
short in a thrilling chase with 389,
Both teams smashed a record 46
sixes in the match. “Six hitting alane
does not guarantee entertainment
and the balance between bat and
ball is legitimate grounds for debate
and concern in ODIs,” Atherton wrote
inThe Times. “To provide a good
spectacle, the halance in ODIs need
not be skewed to the bowler as far
as in Tests, This does not mean that
bowlers should be denuded entirely.”
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they are very good players.
All those things go a long way
to why they are so successful
in India in particular

AARON FINCH explains why India
are such a dangerous oppaosition
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MOST EXPENSIVE KIT DEALS IN HISTORY

Manchester City, Premier League champions, have ended their relationship with Nike, capitalising on their stature in
the game, and joined hands with Puma. Where does their E65m per year contract rank in world’s biggest deals?

Jack Rathborn

Manchester City have raised the
stakes after announcing they have
landed a mega 265 million per year
Kit deal with Puma.

After securing the second largest
deal in Premier League history,
City arenow competingat thehigh-
est level both onand off the pitch.

Andwhilst City continue topush
Liverpool in their title defence,
chief executive Ferran Sorianohas
described their latest move off the
pitch as"unprecedented.”

“It is a historic day for us,”
Soriano said. “What we are doing
has not been done before. It isan
unprecedented partnership. We
now have seven clubs in five conti-
nents. Weneeded a partnerthatcan
movefast withus.”

The Independent

Real Madrid (Adidas, 2020-2030)

Manchester City
(Puma, 2019-unconfirmed)

Manchester City (Puma,
_.‘—.*D19-u nconfirmed)

Arsenal (Puma, 2019-2024)
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Barcelona (Nike, 2018-2028)
(Puma, 2019-unconfirmed)

Man United

Juventus (Adidas, 2019-2027)

Liverpool (New Balance, 2016-20)

Bayern Munich
(Adidas, 2015-2030)

Barcelona
(Mike, 2008-18)

For Ebdon, It’s All About Well Being

Peter Ebdon, former
snooker world champion,
lost his father to cancer,
and that changed his life

Anand Vasu Kochi

There is just about one thing more diffi-
cult todeal with than being a professional
sportsman, and that is giving up the one
thing vou know and love. Peter Ebdon has
beenonthe road with hiscue for 28seasons
asaprofessional playver, and insomeofthess
vears he is away from home and family as
many as eleven monthseach vear. Ebdon is
49andtheend is muich closerthan thebegin-
ning,something he knowsacutely.

At the Indian Open in Kochi, the former
World Championship winner and two-
time finalist battled through his first
round but couldn’t get past Sam Craigie.
But the end ofthe tournament is far from
theend of the world to Ebdon.

When he's at the table, addressing a ball
much harder for him than most mortals as
he's colour blind and has, under pressure,
occasionally plaved thered thinking it was
brown—hisevesareshimmeringlittlepools
of concentration, but they turn into burning
orbs when he gets talking about his greatest
passion. In 2011, Ebdon losthisfathertocan-
cer,and that literally changed hislife,

The first thing Ebdon undertook was a
deep-dive into the correlation between diet,
nutrition and cancer. *I researched a guy
called Dr David Klein, who's probably the
waorld’s leading authority on Irritable Bowel
Syndrome, Colitis and Crohn's disease. He
saidin thestudies that had beendone, evena

Peter Ebdon

cooked veganmealwill raise the white blood
count. We're primates after all. If we stay as
closetonature as possible by eating as many
organicfruits and vegetables, that's when
we're looking at having the strongest possi-
ble immuine system,” says Ebdon,

“The world’s longest nutritional study,
which was covered in a book called the
GIANT Study, Professor T Colin Camphbell

Six years ago, a friend of Ebdon's was di-
agnosed with Stage 4 prostate cancer and
came to the snooker pro looking for advice,
Ebdon handed him the 1921 book written by
Joanna Brandt, the South African doctor,
who had cured herself of stomach cancer
by eating nothing but organic grapes for
three months, The oncologist had given
Ebdon’sfriend an outerlimit of ninemonths
to live, and the markers were not good. The
Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA)returnsa
read ing of between one and four in healthy
humans and his friend was at 1998. “Two
monthsafter turning vegan, his PSA levels
camedown to22, Ineight months itwas0.21,
anormal, healthy reading,” says Ebdon.

“Theygave himninemonths, SixX vearson,
he'sstillalive. Food is inthehealing.”

Ebdon has seen much in hislifetime, hav-
ing lived in three different countries, made
4.5 million pounds and gone bankrupt and
the peppery young man in a ponytail who
took down the great Steve Davis in 1992 is a
far cry from the sage of today. When he gives

came across a small Indian FACTBOX up the game, Ebdon won't
study, done maybe 50 vears : . hiave a vacuum to fill. He's
previously, and it found that Highest Ranking 3 certified as a Professional
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In his own words, he could
literally turn on and turn
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onwhichstaltlions theirthor-
oughbreds should visit.

oft cancer genes, depending on how much
animal protein hefed totheanimals.”
[f Ebdon sounds more like an evangelist
he's been vegan since 2011 and not once
looked back — it's because he knows his
stuffand he'swilling to puthismoney where
hismouth is. "Unfortunately peopleare told
through marketing, propaganda that they
should fear fruit. But, hey, we're primates.
Faorlomgevity, healthpromoting capabilities
and immunity nothing comes close to the
vegan diet. If] were to become seriously ill,
| wouldn’t even consider the standard treat-
ments. I'd almostcertaindy be raw vegan.”

You can try to steer the conversation
there, but Ebdon will bring it back to his
spicy obsession. “Some marketing ge-
nius, somewhere in the past, convinced us
that we should drink cow’s milk. Bravo!
Wonderful!™ Those last two words are ac-
companied by sarcasticapplause,

“IFyvouthinkabout it, milk hasalwaysbeen
species specific, So, cow's milk is for cows,
rat’s milk is for rats, human milk is for hu-
mans... It'snottoodifficult to work out, isit?
But, unfortunately it s all about the profit.”

Not for Ebdon, it isn't for him, it's all
about well-being,

seven points back, and they L Assicts 45 things a lot better,” Valverde
still have to play Barca in said. “There are important
April, albeit at!thffﬂamp MNou, 15182 Passes o844 matchestocome.” ’
where they haven't wonin1g = 243 Fouls suffered 379

visits., But there's no doubt 284  Fouls committed 258 RAMOS GIVEN TWO-GAME
bumping Real out of the 45 Yellow cards 45 EUROPEAN BAN

chase would be a major step 4 Red cards 3 Real Madrid centre-back
for the Catalans. They should sergio Ramos has been hand-
feel confident if recent form WATCHOUT! TONIGHT ed a two-game suspension by
between the two sides is any ~ LAUGA UEFA for deliberately getting

guide. TheCopadel Rey winwas
Barcelona's fourth in six games
at the Bernabeu and in each of

those they have scored three or more. This season
alone, their aggregate total against Real reads 9-2,
And while Madrid will take heart from the hand-
ful of golden opportunities they created, it wastheir
opponents that showed thekillerinstinet, delivered
by players used to producing when it matters most.
“When Luis Suarez is in the area, he is at 200 per

cent,” said Valverde.

Thequestion for Barca isalsowhat theseshowings
against the defending European champions say
about their ownchances inthe Champions League.

A goalless draw at Lyon in the first leg leaves their

last16tiedelicately poised ahead ofthe home

next month and if Barca do come through, sterner

tests will lle ahead.

1:15am Real Madrid v Barcelona
LIVE on Facebook Watch

himself booked during his
team's Champions League
last 16, firstleg against Ajax.

The Spaniard was booked for a tackle on Kasper
Dolberg in Real’s 2-1 victory in Amsterdam on
February 13, two minutes after Marco Asensio
scored the winning goal.

Three vellow cards over the course of the com-
petition bring aone-match suspension and UEFA
said Ramos had been punished “for clearly re-
ceiving a vellow card on purpose”, with the aim
of being clear for a potential guarter-final tie.
Governing body set a precedent last season when
Real full-back Dani Carvajal was suspended for
two games after initially earning a booking in

return thegroupstage.
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