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Striking a discordant note

Stop politics over issues of national security

HE ‘ceasefire’ between the NDA government and the opposition
parties in the wake of the Pulwama attack has proved to be short-
lived. Both camps are well and truly back in the election mode, tak-
ing swipes at each other and resorting to political grandstanding. On
Wednesday, 21 parties —including the Congress, Trinamool Congress, TDP,
BSP and Left outfits — expressed resentment over the ‘blatant politicisa-
tion’ of the sacrifices of the armed forces. They stopped short of naming
the ruling party (BJP), but complained that the Prime Minister had not yet
convened an all-party meeting to discuss the prevailing security situation.

A day later, PM Narendra Modi hit back at his detractors during a
nationwide interaction with BJP workers via videoconferencing. He
alleged that some selfish people disliked a strong government, while
yet again dismissing the proposed ‘mahagathbandhan’ of opposition
parties as ‘mahamilavat’. Earlier in the week, Modi had targeted the
Gandhi family during the inauguration of the National War Memori-
al, accusing previous Congress governments of forsaking national
interests and giving priority to the family instead of the country.

The PM'’s assertion soon after the Balakot airstrike that the country
was in safe hands and he would never let it down was perceived as an
attempt to personalise a military success. It’s regrettable that both the
NDA and the Opposition are goading each other into making political,
over-the-top statements. The worst instance is BS Yeddyurappa’s state-
ment on the BJP’s electoral advantage due to the airstrike. Even though
the General Election is fast approaching, this is not the right topic for our
leaders to indulge in a slugfest. Such discord will give the neighbour an
opportunity to question the BJP-led government’s intentions and play the
‘victim’ card to the hilt. The edge gained by India courtesy the airstrike
and the diplomatic onslaught should not be frittered away. The defence
forces, which are in a state of high alert, can certainly do without the dis-
traction caused by political bravado. Unity in adversity is the need of the
hour. At stake right now is the nation’s security, which must not be com-
promised at any cost. The electoral battle can be fought another day.

Haryana chokes itselt

Land amendment Bill will hit its green cover hard

ARYANA has played out the old, old dodge. With a contemptu-

ous disregard for civil society’s apprehensions and serious reser-

vations from the Opposition benches, the Haryana Assembly has
given the nod to the Punjab Land Preservation (Haryana Amendment)
Bill, 2019. It has been introduced retrospectively from November 1, 1966,
when the state came into being. Whatever may be thought of the sound-
ness or otherwise of the move, it is perfectly certain which section will
gain optimally from it: the builders’ lobby. The next segment that will
feel compelled to extract its pound of flesh is the political class. Elections
and funds are compulsive bedfellows.

The decision, Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar expressly asserted,
was necessitated by the state’s will to strike a balance between ‘develop-
ment’ and ‘environment’, as farm land and development plans were
under the PLPA. About 1,500 building licences had been granted and if
the Supreme Court were to take action, the ramifications would be
markedly huge. Hence the rush, a concerned CM inferred. And so, it has
been decided — arbitrarily — to open several areas covered by the Araval-
lis in Gurugram and Faridabad to real estate. About 60,000 acre of forests
will be up for grabs. Civil society need not be alarmed, for the state For-
est Minister has reassured that it is in ‘public interest’, only the public
doesn’t know. Chiefly whose interest will be served is anybody’s guess.

Haryana has an abysmal forest cover of 3.59 per cent, the lowest in
the country. It can’t sacrifice any more of its forests at the altar of
development. There will be grave consequences for unleashing con-
cretisation on the state, which is an irreversible process. The plunder
of its ecology will be irredeemable. Already, air pollution has come up
as amajor challenge in New Delhi and the NCR. There is not the small-
est hesitation in saying who will bear the brunt of this recklessness and
be subjected to the repercussions: the people of the state. What the
short-sighted state has wished upon itself is self-combustion.

Older men declare war. But it is the youth that must
fight and die. — Herbert Hoover
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The Late Amir and Cow-Killing.

IN our obituary notice of the late Amir we referred to the fact that the Amir had,
during his visit to India 12 years ago, appealed to his co-religionists in India to
abstain from cow Killing in connection with the celebration of Bakrid. It is
interesting to recall the words of his late Majesty:—“If God be willing we hope to
be at Delhi on Id-i qurban this year. It is our religious duty to perform sacrifice on
that day. Though cows in common with other animals are sacrificed, our religion
does not make it obligatory upon us to sacrifice cows. On the contrary we may
sacrifice camels, goats, etc, instead. We intend not to sacrifice cows on this
occasion in consideration of the feelings of the Hindus of India in general and of
Delhi in particular. Our visit to India should be an occasion of joy to Hindus and
Mussalmans alike.” On another occasion he was told that the Mussalmans of a
certain city intended to sacrifice a hundred cows on the occasion of Id in honour
of his visit. He replied that they should not sacrifice one single cow. Here is an
instance of respect for the religious feelings of one’s fellowmen which ought to
be an example not merely to the Amir’s co-religionists.

India Railway Rates.
MR. S.C. Ghose, Special Officer with the Railway Board, has prepared a useful
monograph on Indian railway rates issued by the Government in a bulky volume
of nearly 600 pages with an exhaustive index and appendices. Mr. Ghose states
that the idea of the monograph originated with the Hon’ble Sir Robert Gullan,
late President of the railway Board, and it was taken up in July 1917. It is a
statement of facts relating to the history, policy and the making of railway rates, a
study of which enables one to suggest in what way improvements may be made.
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The chance India took

Surgijcal strikes, by air or land, are designed to convey a message of intent
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LT GEN SYED ATA HASNAIN (RETD)

FORMER GOC, 15 CORPS, KASHMIR

N assessing an ongoing military
situation, things can change in a
matter of minutes. That is why it
is good to limit assessment to only
trends and actions already taken.
India has already responded to the
Pulwama outrage by selecting one
option from the large spectrum before
it. Each such option had its pros and
cons. The option at the high end was a
full-scale mobilisation of all its military
resources and readiness to go to war
without restraint, just as it had done in
2001 in the wake of the Jaish attack on
Parliament. Other options included
surface-based surgical strike along the
LoC, arepetition of the 2016 operation.
However, the element of surprise
would not have been afforded due to
high predictability of a repeat.
Considering proportionality as an
essential element of the concept of
response, a potential offensive opera-
tion across the LoC to capture a couple
of Pakistani posts may have hit a high-
er than desired level of escalation,
right at the outset. All this is being
explained to highlight the dilemma
existing before the highest leadership
in India. It is not a simple decision of
only activating the military domain.
The diplomatic aspects and the overall
state of relations with the internation-
al community, and in particular key
players, is always an essential aspect.
The risk to the nation involved in car-
rying out a military response has to be
thoroughly analysed and the flanks
and rear secured as part of the plan-
ning. Many times, the diplomatic and
military domains complement each
other, one or the other taking a higher
level of priority at any point of time.
The final choice of launching the
IAF in a surgical strike against the
JeM facilities at Balakot was the most
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HIGH COSTS: Escalation is a big challenge and must remain under control.

The moment the Indian operation was completed,
a Pakistani response of some kind was inevitable.

apt. The quantum of aircraft
employed, along with the munitions,
were the right package for such an
operation. There are many reasons
for this belief. First, it was sufficient-
ly lethal and in enough depth to con-
vey India’s intent of searching for
and striking terrorist leaders any-
where in Pakistan. The lethality
aspect also carried an inbuilt assur-
ance of accuracy as the munitions
were all state of the art. The aspect of
proportionality conveyed that India
was calibrating and not escalating a
war-like situation, by targeting only
terrorist-related infrastructure. Since
India had already succeeded in
achieving certain traction with the
international =~ community, any
overkill in choice of objective or
method of operation could prove
counterproductive. That was ade-
quately built into the selected option.
There was the option of targeting the
more visible high-profile JeM facili-
ty at Bahawalpur, just 8 km from
Pakistan army’s 31 Corps. However,
it may have been assessed to have a
more effective air defence cover
due to the proximity to the corps
HQ and was probably discarded as
a potential objective.

Potentially losing an aircraft in the
strike was definitely a risk and would
convey a very negative message
about IAF capability. The IAF over-
came that problem quite profession-
ally through some deception and suit-
able selection of launching airfields
and routing. One aspect that the pub-
lic by and large has not understood is
that such a strike, as also the surgical
strike of 2016, was never intended to
be actions to cause deterrence. In
hybrid war conditions, achieving
deterrence is extremely difficult as
there is arange of domains which can
be employed for response even if the
classic military domain is closed.
These surgical strikes, by air or on
surface, are essentially designed to
convey a message of intent and polit-
ical will to calibrate higher than usu-
al. A Pakistani response to the Indian
surgical air strike could not be
deterred and India was aware of it.
The moment the Indian operation
was completed, a Pakistani response
of some kind was inevitable. Pak-
istan, too, had its options and would
have done a risk analysis, especially
in view of its precarious economic
condition, which in no way gives it the
option of an all-out war. It found sol-

ace in doing a demonstration of an
intrusion into the Indian air space
near the LoC and was promptly
engaged by a combat air patrol (CAP)
comprising two Indian MiG-21 air-
craft. Pakistan lost one aircraft
(reported as an F-16) while an Indian
MiG-21 was shot down and its pilot
captured by Pakistan.

Is this enough provocation to initi-
ate higher escalation? India again has
many options, but will probably pre-
fer to bide its time and await more
conciliatory gestures by the Pakistan
leadership. PM Imran Khan
addressed the nation and a change of
attitude appeared evident. He is
aware that his nation has lost interna-
tional support for the sake of a few ter-
rorists, his military counts as strategic
assets. The immediate release of the
pilot in Pakistani custody may help
mollify Indian opinion but meaning-
less gestures will not cut ice.

Most analysts agree that it is
international pressure on Pakistan
which will work the fastest and
most effectively. Given that, India
may not wish to escalate the situa-
tion and continue to provide the
international community sufficient
traction to pressure Pakistan. How-
ever, also given the history of spon-
sored terrorist acts, this may just
about be the last time that India
may follow such a course of action.
Hereafter, options much higher in
escalation dynamics would become
the order of the day.

The political connect is some-
thing on which little is being writ-
ten today because it’s the profes-
sional military and diplomatic
sphere which is in focus. However,
there is no taking away credit from
the decision-making  process
adopted by the political leadership
in India. Besides all other risks, it
was also a political risk. A setback
to the IAF in the conduct of aerial
strike could have been disastrous
for the ruling dispensation. Howev-
er, further risk will continue as the
crisis is still on. Escalation remains
the major challenge. It must
remain firmly under control while
considering all risk.

When radio was window to world

H KisHIE SINGH

ORLD Radio Day recently
reminded me of my first
addiction in life. It is still

with me and the easy access to music,
news and stories gives me my daily fix.

I was very young when the first
radio came into our home. It was a
large wooden box, highly polished;
the left half housed the speaker, the
right half had a semi-circular glass
panel with numbers written on it and
knobs below which worked the radio.
The top right hand corner had an elec-
tric eye which turned green when the
radio was ready to receive. On the top
left was a picture of a hand cranked
gramophone with a large megaphone.
A dog sat in front of the megaphone

Hot rhetoric won’t help

Refer to the editorial ‘Time for
diplomacy’ (Feb 28); let the political
class in India and Pakistan be sensi-
ble enough to deal with the present
delicate situation with maturity by
talking with each other. The hot
rhetoric from either side will only
lead to a disastrous point of no
return. One should not try to drink
the glass of nuclear arrogance that
will eliminate life. Shamefully, our
leaders are trying to gain favour of
the masses by politicising the mar-
tyrdom of our soldiers for votes.

RK KAPOOR, CHANDIGARH

War not an option

Apropos the editorial ‘Exercise
restraint’ (Feb 28), peace, if not
ruthlessly chased, will reduce
humans to pieces. The US and
North Korea, two nuclear States,
ultimately realised, after exchange
of threats and bravado postures,
what John F Kennedy said, ‘We
have the power to make this the
best generation of mankind in the
history of the world—or to make it
the last.” In this conciliatory
approach, much of the credit goes
to Trump, being the head of the
mightiest nation. We should take a
lesson from this. A similar situa-
tion exists between India and Pak-

listening to the music. This was the
logo of His Masters Voice, HMV.

My father used to listen to the
morning news. The war was still on
in Europe and he wanted the latest
updates. He would switch on the
radio before 8 am for the radio to
warm up.

As the green light came on, the
radio squeaked, squelched and
shrieked fuelling my excitement. The
news was in English, I understood
only a smidgen! I sat there just star-
ing at this magical contraption.

It was in those days, my formative
years, that the radio entered my sub-
conscious. It has been a permanent
resident since.

Later, I polished my English listen-
ing to the English news by Melville

istan. We need to understand the
consequences of war.
BM SINGH, AMRITSAR

Not their personal war

Apropos ‘Exercise restraint’ (Feb
28), the Indian pilot in Pakistan’s
custody must be treated humanely
and returned to India. The Pakistan
army has already violated Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law and Gene-
va Convention after displaying dis-
turbing photographs of the injured
pilot on social media. Such an atro-
cious conduct should be con-
demned. One must remember that
soldiers engaged in retaliation or a
war do not fight a personal war.
TUSHAR ANAND, PATNA

Walk the middle path

Our scriptures counsel us neither to
be vociferously overjoyed during
opulence nor too morose in adversity
(‘ Perfect preemptive strike’, Feb 27).
Moderation in actions and feelings is
essential. Our government should
avoid complacency and triumphal-
ism and should instead devote itself
earnestly to contain Pakistan’s
adventurism. Foul utterances only
reflect unhealthy demeanour on the
part of a loose talker.

KL NOATAY, BY MAIL

D’Mello and Roshan Menon. Desh Ki
Aawaaz, Devkinandan Pandey
taught me Hindi. ‘A Date with You’
with Primila Premchand and her sig-
nature tune — Glen Miller’s ‘In the
Mood’ —was my introduction to jazz.
That addiction, or is it a love affair, is
still very much with me.

Ameen Sayani’s Binaca Geet Mala
still resonates in my head, as does
Binaca Hit Parade from Radio Ceylon.

Then came the great leap forward,
the transistor. My first transistor radio
was the size of a pocketbook. I loved
it! On my first posting abroad, I took
it with me to Bangkok, only to find
that the second Japanese invasion
was a fait accompli! Sony, Akai, Pana-
sonic reigned supreme.

I had to buy a radio with an FM sta-

Don’t keep us guessing

On day one, in a surprise air attack,
IAF jets crushed the JeM training
camp in Pakistan. The operation
lasted 21 minutes. On day two, air
strikes by the IAF continued and
around noon, the Pakistan media
announced the shooting down of an
Indian aircraft. Pakistan claimed
that it had captured a Wing Com-
mander and a second pilot, who was
injured, had been hospitalised. Sur-
prisingly, the Indian Government
kept silent on the information and
it was only in the evening that it
admitted that one MiG-21 pilot was
missing in action. The family of the
pilot and the public was kept in the
dark for about six hours. People
were scanning media channels to
ascertain facts. Men in uniform are
prepared to lay down their lives for
protecting the motherland. Butitis
imperative on the government to
spell out the truth immediately,
removing the suspense over any
such news.

WG CDR J S BHALLA (RETD), BY MAIL

Why India is different!

The early dawn cross-border
attack, characterised as ‘preemp-
tive, non-military action’ against
terror, by the IAF was planned so
meticulously that during execu-

tion. Bangkok was the first city on the
Asian mainland to have television.
American movies had a Thai sound-
track which the expats did not under-
stand. No problem, the original
soundtrack was on an FM station!

Years later in Montreal, I enrolled for
a mass communication course in a
local college. We had a course in Radio
Communications. The college had a
community radio broadcasting studio.
Students were allowed to set up their
own radio stations, their own call signs.

I set up aradio station called ‘AIR’.
My call sign — ‘This is AIR, All India
Railway Station! Aap Samachar me
English suno ge, Hindi, French,
Bangla, Punjabti, Aarbi...!”

And the music in the background?
‘In the Mood’ by Glen Miller!

tion no casualty of any civilian or
that of Pakistan’s military
occurred. But the destruction of
the targeted terrorist camps was
ensured. Sadly, this is unlike Pak-
istan’s politically-backed, Army’s
planned attacks executed by their
terrorists against us that cause
casualties to our armed forces and
civilians alike. This difference
makes our country ‘mahaan’. A
befitting reply to the enemy, and a
salute to our martyrs.

KK SOOD, NANGAL

Railway food fare

The website for passenger infor-
mation regarding train spot, seat
availability, confirmation by enter-
ing PNR, schedule and fare is
quite helpful, as brought out in the
editorial ‘Food in trains’ (Feb 27).
However, one can book only a sin-
gle-journey ticket on IRCTC site.
A multi-train journey can have
combined ticket and offer the ben-
efit of the total kilometre fare. In
most trains, the food served is
unhygienic. ‘Travelkhana’ has
started service in running trains
and are looting passengers by
charging Rs 200 per thali as
against Rs 130 by the IRCTC. This
needs to be discouraged.

OP GARG, PATIALA

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit. These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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PoWs must be treated with respect, dignity

MAJOR RK BALI (RETD)
VETERAN OF 1962, 1965 AND 1971 WARS

The way a country’s armed
forces treat enemy soldiers
speaks volumes about
the ethos and traditions
upheld by them. ltis the
responsibility of every
soldier to honour and
respect the men in uniform
irrespective of the army and
the country they belong to.

JAYSHREE SENGUPTA

SENIOR FELLOW, OBSERVER
RESEARCH FOUNDATION

The moderation in
economic activity in India
has manifested itself in
lower air passenger traffic,
low vehicle sales, reduced
production of capital goods
and deceleration of
iIndustrial growth. Foreign
investors will wait for the
outcome of the General
Election before making
fresh commitments.

IDEOS of an IAF pilot, Wing

Commander  Abhinandan

Varthaman, being roughed

up and questioned in Pak-
istan have turned the spotlight on the
treatment of soldiers captured in the
enemy territory during a military con-
frontation. In a time when social
media moulds public sentiment, it is
easy for people to witness the events
live, whether it is a terrorist attack or
the way a soldier is being treated
behind enemy lines.

It is heart-rending and regretful to
see a valiant soldier not being accord-
ed respect and dignity. The way a
country’s armed forces treat enemy
soldiers speaks volumes about the
ethos and traditions upheld by them.
Varthaman’s videos and TV coverage
took me about 54 years back to anoth-
er conflict and a prisoner of war
(PoW), who surely has a different sto-
ry to tell than the IAF pilot.

It was 1965, and the place was Rann
of Kutch, the scene of the India-Pak-
istan war. I was a 27-year-old Major
from 2nd Battalion of the Sikh Light
Infantry in charge of the Vigokot and
Sardar Post on the India-Pakistan
border. With the confrontation
between the two neighbours escalat-
ing into a full-fledged war, I and my
men had the responsibility of taking
on the enemy soldiers head on. While
there were several direct encounters,
too, which we repulsed effectively,
the enemy would try to enter our
territory stealthily. We had a mine-
field around our post to sabotage
any such intrusion.

On the night of June 16, a Pak-
istani patrol led by Major Khurch
Khan Afridi got trapped in our mine-
field, which had deadly bouncing
mines. He and his two soldiers were

F

Dear Wing Commander

Abhinandan, 1.3 billion Indiane
pray for your safe retyrn

-

EXPECTATION: Hopefully, Pakistan will walk the talk on the release and safe return of Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman.

seriously wounded. But as they were
armed, we couldn’t risk approach-
ing them directly. So, as a few of my
soldiers diverted their attention, I
manoeuvred through the minefield
to reach the trio. I was followed by
my sahayak-cum-runner, Kashmira
Singh, and wireless operator Amrik
Singh. Both followed my marked
footsteps to avoid stepping on a
landmine, as we neither had any
map of the minefield nor any mine
lane. We surprised Major Afridi from
the rear flank, and disarmed him of
the loaded light machine gun
(LMG), which he had been aiming at

my troops. We disarmed him of his
weapons, including a pistol and
some grenades. I still remember the
interesting conversation with him in
the minefield.

Me: Who the hell are you?

Afridi: I am Major Khurch Khan Afridi.

Me: What are you doing here?

Afridi: I came to provoke you.

Me: I am afraid it did not happen.

Given that all three Pakistanis were
disarmed and wounded, it was my duty
to show compassion towards the PoWs.
I left my water bottle with them and
returned through the live minefield
once again to get medical help for

them. The medical officer bravely vol-
unteered to accompany us. We again
reached the wounded enemy soldiers.
The medical officer examined them
and administered first aid. He recom-
mended immediate evacuation for all
three as the condition of two of them
was serious and warranted immediate
medical treatment.

We first picked up Major Afridi and
brought him to the MI (medical
inspection) room. After leaving the
officer with the doctor, I and my
sahayak went through the minefield
for the third time to pick up the
remaining two wounded PoWs. By

Allis not well on the economic

RIME Minister Narendra Modi

declared recently in South

Korea that the fundamentals of

India’s economy were sound.
That’s true, but ignoring certain trou-
bling signs for the economy may not be
the right path for the government at this
juncture. Globally, there are a number
of stressed economies today; India, too,
seems to be caught in a bind over some
important issues. India may be seen as
chugging along at a relatively high rate
of growth of around 7 per cent, but look-
ing at some core economic fundamen-
tals, there is a need for immediate atten-
tion. With the elections approaching,
the NDA government will, of course,
claim credit for the sustained high eco-
nomic growth over the past five years,
but it needs to take action to avert the
impending problems.

Globally, the US economy is slowing
down. Most importantly, China is
showing signs of an intractable slow-
down which will affect all, including
India, because of its size and impor-
tance in the global economy. Germany,
Italy and Britain are also showing
signs of slower GDP growth.

In India, agriculture remains
stressed as food inflation stays low; as
a result, the earnings of farmers are
smaller than before. The promised
doubling of farm income is a distant
dream. Farmers generate demand for
industrial goods. Their requirement
for two-wheelers, mobile phones, agri-
cultural machinery, consumer goods
and gold is important for resuscitating
industrial growth.

Low demand has remained a prob-
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YESTERDAY’'S SOLUTION

Across: 1 Clasp, 4 Politic, 8 Owl, 9 Orang-utan, 10 Digress, 11 Tabby, 13 Return, 15
Engulf, 18 Egret, 19 Empower, 21 Bald eagle, 23 Age, 24 Wrestle, 25 Elect.

Down: 1 Chowder, 2 Alligator, 3 Prone, 4 Praise, 5 Lighten, 6 Tot, 7 Canny, 12 Blue
whale, 14 Retreat, 16 Ferment, 17 Meagre, 18 Elbow, 20 Piece, 22 Lee.

1 Largest Mediterranean island (6) 6
4 Violet-blue gemstone (8)
9 Elaborately decorated (6)
10 A prehistoric period (5,3)
12 A cooking fat (4) 1
13 Hushed (5)
H- 14 Depressed (4)

| 17 Retract what was said (3,4,5) 3 5

IE 20 Contentment (12)
23 Prevalent (4)

24 Light meal (5)
25 Doglike predatory animal (4) 4
28 Abusive harangue (8)
29 Fondle (6)
| 30 Put at risk (8)
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CHALLENGE: Meeting the fiscal deficit target will help India retain
a good ranking by the international credit rating agencies.

lem for the economy and the govern-
ment has rightly reduced interest rates
by 0.25 per cent to 6.25 per cent on the
grounds that the rate of inflation has
remained low over an extended period.
It will act as a stimulus that the econo-
my needs, especially in boosting pri-
vate investment. A low level of private
investment is responsible for the slow-
down in industrial growth.

The government has offered an
income of Rs 6,000 per year to farm-
ers in the interim Budget. However
small it may be, people in the villages
would welcome it because farmers
suffer from the ‘money illusion’.

Cash in hand makes them feel richer
and buy more goods.

Apart from agriculture, India Inc is
not doing well. Business Standard
reported that the declared corporate
results had been unusually poor. The
third quarter (Q3) profit results for the
current financial year show a pattern
of slowdown being experienced by
other countries, marked by falling
margins. In India, the moderation in
economic activity manifested itself in
lower air passenger traffic, low vehicle
sales, smaller capital goods’ produc-
tion and, in general, deceleration of
industrial growth. ITP (Index of Indus-

trial Production) growth and export
growth have both been lower than
before recently. Export growth is like-
ly to face hurdles because according to
a recent report by the World Trade
Organisation (WTO), international
trade has been shrinking mainly due
to the trade disputes between the US
and China. India is also likely to face
problems in its pharmaceutical
exports to the US as the latter is
preparing to impose various barriers
on its trade with India.

In the corporate sector, the com-
bined net profit of 2,338 companies
was down by 28 per cent year-on-year
compared to Q3 in FY2018. The com-
bined net profits of 2,005 companies
(excluding gas and non-banking
finance companies) were down by 39.7
per cent to Rs 47,500 crore, which is
the worst performance in the past
three years. Many famous names such
as Tata Motors, Vodafone Idea, Punj
Lloyd and Adani Power suffered loss-
es because of slow growth of revenue
compared to expenditure.

Fortunately, the service sector has
remained buoyant and the IT industry
clocked reasonable net profits of 6.7 per
cent. Globally, India is competing with
IT companies from other countries in
markets abroad. The depreciation of
the rupee has cut into their margins.

The banking and finance sector
remained under duress, though there
has been recovery; profits of banks in
the last quarter were Rs 900 crore. But
many public sector banks posted net
losses. Since China’s slowdown, there
has been a downswing in commodity
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m Vikrami Samvat 2075
m Shaka Samvat 1940
m Phalgun Shaka 10
m Phalgun Parvishte 17
m Hijari 1440

m Krishan Paksh Tithi 10, up to 8.40 am

m Sidhi Yoga up to 10:42 am
m Purvashadha Nakshatra up to 5:55 am
m Moon in Sagijttarius sign
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that time, one of the soldiers had suc-
cumbed to his injuries. We picked up
the Naik, but he didn’t make it to the
MI room and died on the way. All three
of us had tears in our eyes on failing to
save the man. Considering the risk we
took to save them, we lamented that
he did not live to enjoy his freedom.

According to the doctor's advice,
Major Afridi had to be evacuated to a
hospital to be treated by a specialist.
A helicopter was required. My posi-
tion was at a lower level and was with-
in the range of Pakistani machine
guns. Therefore, I requested the ene-
my commander to not fire on the
chopper that was going to evacuate
their fellow officer. He assured me
that they would honour my request.
The Pakistani Major was evacuated
by helicopter and sent to Pune Com-
mand Hospital. When the Southern
Army Commander, Lt Gen Moti
Sagar, visited him in the hospital,
Major Afridi requested him to convey
his thanks to me for saving his life at
great personal risk.

After the ceasefire, when we were
busy clearing the mines at my post,
Lt Gen Moti Sagar paid a surprise
visit. He greeted me with a smile and
hugged me, and conveyed Major
Afridi’s message. Having tea in a
field cup with the General that day
was an honour equivalent to a gal-
lantry medal for me as it showed that
I had upheld the glorious tradition of
our Army of giving full honour to a
PoW. I hope that our vengeful neigh-
bour will treat our air warrior with
respect and ensure that he returns
safely as it is the responsibility of
every soldier to honour and respect
the uniform and the men in uniform
irrespective of the army and the
country they belong to.

front

prices as its demand for metals and oth-
er raw material has fallen. Hence, our
metal and mining industries may not do
well in future. Rise in crude oil prices is
also an imminent threat to India’s cur-
rent account deficit, which may widen if
imports of oil become costlier.

On the fiscal front, the offer by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to the gov-
ernment of its surplus funds of Rs 28,000
crore has been a welcome boost to bring-
ing about macroeconomic stability in
the economy as the money will help in
bridging the gap in the fiscal deficit tar-
get of 3.4 per cent of the GDP, which the
government could not have met other-
wise, especially with bleak prospects of a
big GST revenue collection. Meeting the
fiscal deficit target will help India retain
a good rating by the international credit
rating agencies. It will help India raise
capital in the international capital mar-
kets to bridge the infrastructural gap vis-
a-vis China. Poor infrastructure makes
us a third-world country.

Foreign investors will wait and watch
for the election outcome before making
fresh commitments. The FDI (foreign
direct investment) flows have already
decreased as some FDI has been put on
hold. A stable government after the
Lok Sabha elections is important for
the economy. An assurance of reformist
policies by the new government will
help investors make up their minds.

Rising government expenditure has
played a key role in recent times to
keep the economy rolling. The elec-
tions will witness a substantial rise in
government expenditure, which may
further boost demand.
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The Akali factor

With its alliance in Punjab, the BJP admits
the need to take a back seat in some States

steadfast allies of the Bharatiya Janata Party, the

two parties having been in coalition since 1998. It
comes as no surprise that they have aligned again in a
seat-sharing arrangement in Punjab for the Lok Sabha
election, with the Akalis as the dominant partner to
contest 10 seats in the State and the BJP contesting the
other three. In 2014, the alliance won 35% of the vote to
secure six of the 13 constituencies in a tripartite contest.
The Congress, which won three seats, will seek to build
on its victory in the Assembly elections in 2017 as State-
level incumbents usually enjoy some momentum going
into a national election. The Akali-BJP alliance took a
beating in the Assembly election after having been in
power for two terms, but still managed a substantial
30.6% vote share, which could keep it competitive in
the Lok Sabha election. There is also the emergence of
the Aam Aadmi Party as a viable contestant in the State
(especially in the southern Malwa region). For the BJP, a
coalition with the Akalis, despite being allotted only
three seats, was therefore an imperative. As with its oth-
er coalition partners such as the Shiv Sena, the alliance
in Punjab too went through degrees of rough weather,
but there was too much at stake for seat-sharing talks to
fail. Besides reasons of arithmetic, the SAD also pre-
sents a strong and traditionally anti-Congress position
in its ideological core, tinged with a certain degree of
sectarianism. This coheres well with the overall vision
of the BJP.

In allocating a larger share to the Akalis in Punjab,
the ATADMK and other partners in Tamil Nadu, besides
retaining its alliance with the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra,
the BJP has signalled its awareness of the efficacy of co-
herent pre-poll coalitions based on the party’s
strengths in these States. The BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance has seen some attrition since 2014, with
the loss of the Telugu Desam Party. But it has compen-
sated with additions such as the Janata Dal (United), be-
sides the retention of other allies. Even though it has
projected a certain personalised form of administration
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi being the dominant
face of the government, the BJP is crucially dependent
on the support of its allies. In the last five years, the par-
ty has steadily lost parliamentary by-elections and its
current tally in the Lok Sabha is below the majority
mark. Only with the support of the allies does the NDA
now have a comfortable majority. The BJP might scoff at
attempts made by the Opposition to form a grand coali-
tion and portray them as an incoherent mishmash of or-
ganisations, but the fact that coalitions in Indian polit-
ics are here to stay is not lost on its leadership.

Hanoi hiccup

Despite the collapse of talks, the U.S.
and North Korea must persist with CBMs
The abrupt end of talks between U.S. President Do-

The Shiromani Akali Dal has been among the most

nald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong-

un in Hanoi is clearly a setback to attempts to find
a peaceful solution to the Korean nuclear crisis. Both
sides cut short a two-day summit on the second day on
Thursday without even signing a joint communiqué.
They also gave conflicting versions on why the talks col-
lapsed. Mr. Trump said Mr. Kim insisted on a full with-
drawal of American sanctions in return for the closure
of only one nuclear facility. However, North Korean Fo-
reign Minister Ri Yong-ho later said Pyongyang had
sought only partial sanctions relief in return for dis-
mantling the Yongbyon nuclear site, the North’s main
facility. Whatever the actual reason, one thing is clear:
the bonhomie between the two leaders after last year’s
Singapore summit was missing in Hanoi. After the Sin-
gapore meet, both sides had agreed to have “new U.S.-
DPRK [North Korea] relations” and establish a “lasting
and stable peace regime” on the Korean peninsula.
Pyongyang had also promised to work toward “com-
plete denuclearisation”. No such comments about the
future course of the peace process were issued this
time. The North Koreans have ruled out any immediate
plans for a future meeting between the two sides.

A part of the problem was the failure of both Wash-
ington and Pyongyang in following up on commitments
made in Singapore. A few weeks ahead of that summit
in June, North Korea had announced a complete freeze
on nuclear and missile tests as a reconciliatory gesture.
It had asked the U.S. to reciprocate — its main demand
was a formal declaration of an end to the 1950-53 Ko-
rean War, but the Trump administration refused to do
so. Lack of confidence-building measures too blunted
the momentum created in Singapore. When U.S. Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo first visited Pyongyang, Mr.
Kim refused to meet him. Later, the American intelli-
gence community reported that North Korea continued
its ballistic missile programme after the first Trump-
Kim summit. With these problems still in place, the se-
cond summit between the leaders was announced. Any
hopes of clinching a big agreement in Hanoi fell as both
sides stuck to their respective demands. However, the
setback need not necessarily bring the peace process to
a halt. Mr. Trump himself has said denuclearisation is a
long process. The freeze on nuclear and missile tests
that Mr. Kim announced is still in place. The Korean pe-
ninsula has been calm, while inter-Korean relations
have markedly improved. Before the Hanoi summit,
there were reports that the U.S. would declare an end to
the Korean war and that both countries would open
liaison offices in each other’s capitals as part of normal-
isation of ties. They should go ahead with such mea-
sures and build confidence and mutual trust while also
taking a phased approach to dealing with more conten-
tious issues such as denuclearisation.

Ensure a minimum income for all

A basic income scheme will deliver benefits to the poor only if it comes on top of public services

gl

RAM SINGH

he idea of a universal basic
Tincome (UBI) is gaining

ground globally. It has sup-
porters among the political left
and right, and among proponents
as well as opponents of the free-
market economy. A UBI requires
the government to pay every citi-
zen a fixed amount of money on a
regular basis and without any con-
ditionalities. Crucial to the appeal
for such a demand — for a UBI —
that millions of people remain un-
employed and are extremely poor,
despite rapid economic growth in
the last three decades. The Nation-
al Democratic Alliance govern-
ment has already unfolded a limit-
ed version of the UBI in the form of
the Pradhanmantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi Yojana (PM-KISAN) which
promises 36,000 per annum to
farmers who own less than 2 hec-
tares of land. Going by media re-
ports, the election manifesto of
the Congress Party may announce
an even more ambitious version of
the scheme.

Where it will work
The UBI is neither an antidote to
the vagaries of market forces nor a
substitute for basic public servic-
es, especially health and educa-
tion. Besides, there is no need to
transfer money to middle- and
high-income earners as well as
large landowners.

However, there is a strong case
for direct income transfers to

some groups: landless labourers,
agricultural workers and marginal
farmers who suffer from multi-di-
mensional poverty. These groups
have not benefited from economic
growth. They were and still are the
poorest Indians. Various welfare
schemes have also failed to bring
them out of penury.

A case in point is the access to
institutional credit issued by banks
and cooperative societies. Accord-
ing to National Sample Survey Of-
fice (NSSO) data from the 70th
round, institutional credits ac-
count for less than 15% of the total
borrowing by landless agricultural
workers; the figure for marginal
and small farmers is only 30%.
These groups have to borrow from
moneylenders and adhatiyas at ex-
orbitant interest rates ranging
from 24 to 60%. As a result, they
do not stand to benefit much from
the interest rate subsidy for the
agriculture sector. Likewise, the
benefits of subsidised fertilizers
and power are enjoyed largely by
big farmers. In urban areas, con-
tract workers and those in the in-
formal sector face a similar pro-
blem. The rapid pace of
automation of low-skill jobs and
formalisation of the retail sector
mean the prospects of these
groups are even bleaker.

An income support of, say,
15,000 per annum can be a good
supplement to their livelihoods —
an amount worth more than a
third of the average consumption
of the poorest 25% households,
and more than a fourth of the an-
nual income of marginal farmers.

This additional income can re-
duce the incidence of indebted-
ness among marginal farmers, the-
reby helping them escape
moneylenders and adhatiyas. Be-

wn
w
[©}
<
=2
>
i~
-
W
(&

R 4

sides, it can go a long way in help-
ing the poor to make ends meet.
Several studies have shown that at
high levels of impoverishment,
even a small income supplement
can improve nutrient intake, and
increase enrolment and school at-
tendance for students coming
from poor households.

Better productivity
In other words, income transfers
to the poor will lead to improved
health and educational outcomes,
which in turn would lead to a
more productive workforce. It
seems to be a good idea to transfer
the money into the bank accounts
of women of the beneficiary hou-
seholds. Women tend to spend
more of their income on health
and the education of children.
The effect of an income transfer
scheme on unemployment is a
moot point. In principle, cash
transfers can result in withdrawal
of beneficiaries from the labour
force. However, the income sup-
port suggested above is not too
large to discourage beneficiaries
from seeking work. In fact, it can
promote employment and eco-
nomic activities. For instance, in-
come receipts can come in handy
as interest-free working capital for
several categories of beneficiaries
(fruit and vegetable vendors and
small artisans), thereby promoting

their business and employment in
the process.

Moreover, such a scheme will
have three immediate benefits.
One, it will help bring a large num-
ber of households out of the po-
verty trap or prevent them from
falling into it in the event of exi-
gencies such as illness. Two, it will
reduce income inequalities.
Three, since the poor spend most
of their income, a boost in their in-
come will increase demand and
promote economic activities in ru-
ral areas. Nonetheless, an income
transfer scheme cannot be a sub-
stitute for universal basic services.
The direct income support to the
poor will deliver the benefits men-
tioned only if it comes on top of
public services such as primary
health and education. This means
that direct transfers should not be
at the expense of public services
for primary health and education.
If anything, budgetary allocation
for these services should be raised
significantly. Programmes such as
the Mahatma Gandhi Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme
should also stay. With direct in-
come support, the demand for the
programmes will come down nat-
urally. However, in the interim, it
will serve to screen the poorest in
the country and give them a cru-
cial safety net.

Using datasets

If basic public services are main-
tained, there is limited fiscal space
for direct income support. It will
have to be restricted to the poorest
of poor households. The Socio-
Economic and Caste Census
(SECC) 2011 can be used to identify
the neediest. Groups suffering
from multidimensional poverty
such as the destitute, the shelter-

The mixed signals from Pakistan

One can get a fair idea of the Pakistani military’s thinking by analysmg the politicians’ statements and actions

MOHAMMED AYOOB

ow that the first round of
| \ | military tit-for-tats is over, it

is important that New Delhi
settles down to parsing the mixed
signals coming out of Pakistan.
While keeping all options open, it
is important for the government to
make a definitive assessment re-
garding Pakistan’s intentions be-
fore taking the next step in both
the military and diplomatic
spheres. This is a difficult job,
among other things because the
real decision-makers in Pakistan
are not the Prime Minister and his
cabinet but the top generals en-
sconced in General Headquarters
in Rawalpindi.

Nonetheless, one can get a fair
idea of the thinking by Pakistani
decision-makers by analysing the
statements and actions of politi-
cians because they are often or-
chestrated by the military high
command. Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan’s pronouncements
are, therefore, worth following
closely. His most recent statement
in the Pakistan Parliament betrays
the internal conflict in both his
and his generals’ assessment of

the current India-Pakistan stan-
doff and its impact on the standing
of the Pakistani military in the
eyes of the country’s population.

Mr. Khan has, on the one hand,
emphasised his desire for de-esca-
lation without accepting blame for
the initial action, the Pulwama ter-
rorist attack, that triggered the
present crisis. While ostensibly ad-
dressing the Indian government,
he has attempted to present a rea-
sonable face to the international
community by expressing his
yearning for peace in the subconti-
nent. He has especially empha-
sised the fact that both countries
are nuclear powers and, therefore,
any further escalation could lead
to disastrous results.

The de-escalatory ladder

His announcement on Thursday
that Wing Commander Abhinan-
dan Varthaman would be released
“unconditionally” falls in this cate-
gory of de-escalatory signals. His
statement also made it clear that
he wanted to link the release to the
reopening of negotiations with In-
dia in order to find a way out of the
current crisis.

While India welcomed this
move, it refused to give Pakistan
credit for what Islamabad consid-
ers a humanitarian gesture. India
has characterised it as an act un-
dertaken in consonance with the
Geneva Convention that Pakistan,
as a signatory, is compelled to fol-

low. Therefore, Islamabad does
not deserve extra credit for merely

fulfilling its international
obligations.

In the same speech, Mr. Khan
warned the Indian leadership, “Do
not take this confrontation furth-
er”, saying otherwise Pakistan will
be “forced to retaliate”. He also
made no apologies for the terrorist
acts committed by jihadi groups
spawned by Pakistan’s military in-
telligence. Instead, he once again
asked New Delhi for proof that the
Pulwama attack could be traced to
Pakistan despite the Bahawalpur-
based Jaish-e-Mohammad’s ack-
nowledgement, immediately after
the suicide bombing, that it was
responsible for the incident.

There are various reasons one
can decipher for Pakistan’s dou-
ble-speak. Mr. Khan’s de-escalato-
ry rhetoric is in part the result of
external pressure, especially from
the U.S. and Saudi Arabia. The
Saudi Foreign Minister made a
dash to Islamabad to advise the Pa-

kistan government not to let the
crisis get out of hand. It was also
clear from U.S. President Donald
Trump’s statement in Hanoi, in
which he suggested that good
news was about to emanate from
South Asia, that Washington had
put pressure on Islamabad and
possibly on New Delhi not to en-
gage in further military action.

It is true that the fear of escala-
tion to the nuclear level haunts
both Indian and Pakistani deci-
sion-makers and acts as a formida-
ble restraint preventing both from
intensifying the conflict. An ac-
tion-reaction dynamic, such as the
one that started with the Pulwama
attack, can conceivably graduate
to the nuclear level if Pakistan,
which does not accept the “no first
use” doctrine, decides to take re-
course to tactical nuclear wea-
pons, which it has stockpiled, if it
finds itself unable to withstand In-
dia’s superior conventional power.

On the other hand, the Indian
nuclear doctrine does not make a
distinction between tactical and
strategic nuclear strikes and im-
plies that India will respond
through massive retaliation even if
a tactical weapon use does only a
limited amount of damage. It is,
therefore, difficult to predict in
this context where the escalatory
process, if left unchecked, would
end.

However, all these very real
concerns about uncontrolled esca-
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less, manual scavengers, tribal
groups, and former bonded la-
bourers are automatically includ-
ed. The dataset includes more
than six crore landless labourers.
It also includes many small farm-
ers who face deprivation criteria
such as families without any
bread-earning adult member, and
those without a pucca house.

The other needy group, small
farmers, missing from the SECC
can be identified using the dataset
from the Agriculture Census of
2015-16. Together, these two data-
sets can help identify the poorest
Indians, especially in rural India.
However, many households such
as marginal farmers belong to
both datasets. The Aadhaar identi-
ty can be used to rule out duplica-
tions and update the list of eligible
households.

As an approximation, the num-
ber of eligible households is 10
crore. That is, even in its basic
form, the scheme will require ap-
proximately 1.5 lakh crore per an-
num. The PM-KISAN Yojana can
be aligned to meet a part of the
cost. Moreover, the tax kitty can
be expanded by reintroducing
wealth tax. Nonetheless, the re-
quired amount is beyond the
Centre’s fiscal capacity at the mo-
ment. Therefore, the cost will have
to be shared by States. States such
as Telangana and Odisha are alrea-
dy providing direct income sup-
port to their farmers. These States
can extend their schemes to in-
clude the ‘non-farmer poor’. The
other States too should join in.

The income transfer scheme is
costly. However, the cost of persis-
tent poverty is much higher.

Ram Singh is a Professor at the Delhi
School of Economics

lation have to be measured against
the Pakistani military brass’s ob-
session with its honour and credi-
bility among its people. Both have
been severely damaged by its in-
ability to anticipate and thwart the
Indian aerial attack on Balakot
deep inside Pakistani territory.
The military is the real power be-
hind the throne in Pakistan. Mr.
Khan’s ascent to office was deftly
managed by the military high com-
mand, which, unlike in India, is al-
so in control of the country’s nu-

clear weapons and delivery
systems.
The need for care

These facts make any future esca-
latory scenario look very scary.
For, if pushed to the wall and in
danger of losing control of the
state, the Pakistani military can
employ a highly reckless strategy
that would unleash an unprece-
dented catastrophe in the Indian
subcontinent. It is no wonder that
Mr. Khan has to speak with both
sides of his mouth in a desperate
attempt to preserve the military’s
honour while attempting to get off
the escalatory ladder that can lead
to unpredictable consequences.

Mohammed Ayoob is University
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of
International Relations, Michigan State
University and Non-Resident Senior
Fellow, Center for Global Policy,
Washington DC
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Step back now

It is time to stop the
tensions between the two
nuclear-armed countries,
India and Pakistan. As the
writer (Editorial page,
“Living on the edge”,
March 1), who has in-depth
knowledge about the
politics of the subcontinent,
says, there should be a way
to keep de-escalating. God
forbid if further tensions
between the two
neighbours become worse
and more destructive.
Leaders in both countries
have the right opportunity
now to show real
statesmanship and solve all
differences at the
diplomatic high table.
Better sense must prevail.

JAVEED BIN NABI,
Bandipora, Jammu and Kashmir

= It is noteworthy that there
were no conditions attached
to the release of the Indian
pilot (Page 1, “Pakistan will
release Abhinandan today”,
March 1). With this, one
hopes that the war clouds
over India and Pakistan will
fade away. With both nations

in possession of
sophisticated weaponry, war
is no option to settle
disputes. There may not be
any harm if there are
preliminary rounds of talks
to defuse the situation. This
will not be construed as a
sign of weakness but as one
of maturity in dealing with a
difficult situation. How the
government can manage this
just before the general
election will be interesting.

D.B.N. MURTHY,
Bengaluru

m Given the fact that a
number of terror outfits
operate from within Pakistan
and have been moving
around with impunity for
decades now, one is not sure
what action can be taken by
Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan, or by any other
Pakistan Prime Minister for
that matter, on such terror
organisations. As these
outfits are being used to
stage a proxy war, what kind
of a crackdown, and a
genuine one at that, can be
expected is anybody’s guess.
Unless there is a

comprehension of the core
issues, we will continue to
beat around the bush till we
reach the next flashpoint.
International pressure
should be sustained till
Pakistan takes concrete
measures against terrorists
and terror outfits.

S. PARTHASARATHY,
Chennai

m The Indian reaction to the
deadly attack on a convoy of
CRPF personnel triggered a
quick, justifiable response,
though it led to the downing
of an Indian fighter aircraft
and pilot. The pleasant and
surprising response by
Pakistan has, however,
suggested that there may still
be room for efforts to resolve
the long-running India-
Pakistan dispute. Could
Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s move to order
the release of the Indian pilot
NOW serve as an opportunity
for both sides to take a fresh
look? One can only hope so.
Let us recall the action of
Navjot Sidhu who, in his own
way, sought to improve
India-Pakistan relations. Why

people and moves in both
countries?

KAMALA MENON COCHRAN,
Secunderabad

= Pakistan’s decision to
release the Indian pilot is a
step that will promote peace
and deserves
acknowledgement by India.
We have taught our
neighbour a lesson with the
air strikes. Now that the
purpose has been served, it
is the duty of leaders in both
countries to de-escalate and
try to explore peace. It may
not be an exaggeration to say
that countries like the U.S.
are like merchants of war
and genuinely uninterested
in peace.

P.H. HEMA SAGAR,
Secunderabad

m There is the widespread
perception that the political
leadership in Pakistan is
under the thumb of the
Pakistan Army and the ISI. If
Prime Minister Imran Khan
has chosen to decide
independently and act boldly
on a crucial issue — the

release of the Indian pilot —
he deserves to be
complimented. Let this be a
harbinger of happier things
to come. But will he also see
the writing on the wall and
ensure that support for
terror groups is stopped?
Saner counsel must prevail.

S.V. VENKATAKRISHNAN,
Bengaluru

Dog control

We are two holidaymakers
from the U.K. entering the
final week of our two-month,
and the 12th, visit to Kerala.
This year we have been
sickened by the increase in
the number of stray dogs on
the beaches and by their
appalling condition. They
scavenge an existence,
suffering from mange and
fleas. Most have no hair left,
and can be seen limping
from injuries and desperate
for some form of humane
intervention. This year, two
of our Indian friends were
hospitalised with serious
injuries caused while trying
to avoid stray dogs on the
road and consequently
cannot work. One friend was

taking his daughter to school
on his motorcycle and she
received minor injuries after
the incident. We hope we
will be able to return next
year to discover funds having
been invested to remove all
stray dogs from public
places. Sentiment is one
thing, suffering is another.

ANDY & HILDA SMALL,
Cliddesden, Hampshire, U.K.

Mutilating notes

The Reserve Bank of India
issues instructions asking
people not to write on
currency notes. Despite this,
one comes across notes that
have been scribbled on with
pen or pencil. Banks
continue to dispense such
notes even through their
ATMs. When cash is credited
through cash deposit
machines, the same notes
are often rejected. If banks
themselves cannot follow the
RBI’s guidelines, how
prudent is it to insist on us
following this rule?

SHALINI MURTHY,
Bengaluru
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Somedeterrence
mathematics

et us objectively
consider what
we know about

the airstrikes launched
by the Indian Air Force
(IAF) this week into
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
in Pakistan proper. We
know that Balakot, the
location of the Jaish-e-
Mohammed seminary
and training camp that
was being targeted, is
some 80 kilometres
from the Line of
Control. We can
assume then that the
IAF warplanes went some distance into Pakistani-controlled
airspace given that, reportedly, Israeli SPICE-2000 pre-guided
bombs were used that have a glide range of about 60 km. To
be clear, this represents three significant innovations to
India’s arsenal of retaliation for attacks by Pakistan-backed
jihadists. First, the use of air power; second, the willingness
to enter Pakistani airspace; and third, the willingness to strike
in Pakistan proper and not in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his government would
be right, thus, to claim that they have shown significantly
greater risk tolerance in response to a jihadist provocation
than their predecessors.

We should also consider the effects of the Balakot strike.

First, did it achieve its stated military ends? Here we need
to examine official statements and independent evidence.
“Sources” have claimed 300 deaths and this was widely
reported as fact in the Indian media — but it is clear that this
need not be believed, as it is not an official statement. The
Ministry of External Affairs has, however, stated that a “very
large number of JeM terrorists, trainers, senior commanders
and groups of jihadis who were being trained for fidayeen
action were eliminated”. This does not put a number on the
deaths. More importantly, let us hear what the IAF itself, the
most impeccable source in this context, has to say: “We have
evidence to show that whatever we wanted to do and the tar-
gets we wanted to destroy, we have done that... it will be pre-
mature to give number of casualties.” This is very careful
phrasing. It does not imply that there were a “very large”
number of deaths. It does not even imply, interestingly, that
the intention was to directly degrade the JeM installation.

It is thus entirely possible, and even logical, to suppose
that the strategic intent of the strikes was to demonstrate the
three significant innovations mentioned earlier rather than
to degrade JeM capabilities. This would seem to be a sensible
conclusion especially given the copious evidence from neu-
tral sources, including foreign intelligence services, that the
JeM and other jihadist outfits have moved their main training
camps further away from the LoC a decade or more ago. It is
also worth noting that multiple independent sources, such
asthe Atlantic Council’s Digital Forensic Research Laboratory
and the Australian Strategic Policy Institute’s (ASPI)
International Cyber Policy Centre have released satellite-
based research indicating that there was no significant dam-
age to the JeM facility. Both agree that there are clear impact
areas 150 to 200 metres away from the boundaries of the
facility. ASPI points out that, given that “statistically fewer
than 0.2 per cent” of SPICE-2000 bombs “hit further than 10
metres from the designated strike area”, it is likely that the
intended target was indeed hit, and the purpose of the mis-
sion was to show intent and capability (and not to directly
hamper JeM operations).

We now come to the second question about the effects of
the Balakot strike. Does it significantly push the envelope in
terms of deterring Pakistani adventurism in Kashmir or else-
where? As a reminder, India seeks a method to ensure that
sub-conventional war waged by Pakistan can be answered
and deterred in a manner that utilises India’s conventional
superiority — while staying well below the nuclear threshold.
The problem is that Pakistan’s own air force in response to
the Balakot raid carried out a major sortie into Indian airspace
that led to the shooting down of a MiG-21 and the capture of
an Indian pilot. Thus, as Ankit Panda, a senior fellow at the
Federation of American Scientists, put it in The Atlantic:
“Pakistan’s own retaliation serves to reestablish deterrence,
by demonstrating it has conventional options of its own short
of nuclear weapons”. From this point of view, therefore, the
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Arthur Mooreand Indo-Pakpeace

Moore died in the hope for "real peace between India and Pakistan". That remains
the flickering faith of the millions who wished Abhinandan a speedy release

WHERE MONEY TALKS

SUNANDA K DATTA-RAY

Abhinandan Varthaman, the Indian
pilot whom Pakistan’s prime minister
has released from captivity. Every Indian’s
prayer must be that Imran Khan’s willingness
and ability to keep his generous promise
means not that the Indian air force wing com-
mander lives to fight another day but that the
days of fighting are over.
But looking beyond the happy release, it
would be unrealistic not to recognise that such
situations may occur again and again until an

E very Indian’s thoughts must be with

amicable solution is found to the Kashmir dis-
pute. As Arthur Moore, editor of The Statesman,
wrote, “Pakistan canal disputes, boundary dis-
putes, displaced persons disputes — all these
may be solved; trade between the two countries
may be developed; but there will never be sat-
isfactory relations between India and Pakistan
till the Kashmir issue is amicably settled.” That
was in A Study of Nehru that Rafiq Zakaria edit-
ed and published in 1960 long after the British
government had ensured Moore was sacked for
his radical views. But he was still deeply
involved in India, and called his article on
Nehru “My Friend’s Son” because he related to
Motilal Nehru with whom he had become
friendly when he represented the Bengal
European constituency in the Legislative
Assembly from 1927 to 1933.

In his unmarked pauper’s grave outside
London, Moore must suffer agonies as India
and Pakistan pirouette on the brink of war and
as a Pakistani listener to Mr Khan’s speech
laments “it is now our second nature to live in
the well of hell”. Moore thought of the federal
plan associated with Nehru as the only way of
saving South Asia from further conflict. There
was no Kashmir problem then but the princi-
ple of uniting peoples and countries already

LUNCH WITH BS » ZOYAAKHTAR | WRITER-DIRECTOR

Director's cut

Every movie has changed her, but Gully Boymore sothan 4
any other, Akhtar tells Urvi Malvania & Arundhuti Dasgupta l'_‘

AC please?” Zoya Akhtar is on

the dot for our rather late lunch
appointment at San:Qui, a restau-
rant at Four Seasons Mumbai that
describes itself as a “dramatic dining
room” and promises a “pan-Asian
culinary tour”. Whatever that may
be, when it comes to the freeze fac-
tor, this restaurant is no different
from the rest in the city that dial it
up to Arctic levels. The plusher they
are, the worse it gets (yes, it is a pet
peeve). But unlike our rants that are
usually met with a studied glance
into space, Akhtar’s words result in
action. A few suggestions on seating
and a word with those in charge of
the cooling and we are set.

Akhtar speaks very fast, but with
the assurance of someone who is
used to her words being taken seri-
ously. As a director and a woman
among a large fraternity of male pro-
fessionals, she has probably had
ample practice.

“And a green tea
please,” she halts the
retreating back of our
attendant with a firm
command. No lunch for
me, she announces
much to our dismay. On
a diet, she wants just
green tea and water. Her
aide obliges us with a

I t’s cold no? Can we reduce the

Film making is an

vacuum or an echo

sucker punch to the gut.

From the people she interacted
with to the poetry they exposed her
to and the manner in which their
lives intertwined, Gully Boy has been
an explosive thrill. Akhtar, who is an
avid hip-hop and rap fan, says that
she was tuned into the American rap
scene, but barely knew any in India.
“Iwould never have met these guys
if not for the movie,” she says. The
young boys who inspired the movie
grew up in the slums in Mumbai and
in the outskirts of Delhi, listening to
Eminem and Tupac Shakur on
YouTube. So did she but in a world
so far removed from theirs that it
could almost be a parallel universe.
“The internet is just an amazing
shift,” she says. Without having ever
stepped out of their localities, leave
alone the country, the rappers in
India have taken what is primarily
an American angst-ridden art form
that references local racial inequal-

expensive medium and it
takes deft management
of finances and people,
apart from, of course, a
gripping narrative and
competent actors. Art
does not thrive in a

ities and made it
their own. And
poetry drew
Akhtar to the
movie, to the
rappers.
Akhtar is a
closet poet.
Largely thanks
to her father, she

says. Javed theviewer?”

is — and Akhtar rolls her eyes —
a set of rules. “She is a Parsi. So
we were told, never be late.
Respect money and your
work. Switch off the lights
when you leave a room.”
Even today, she is always
the first to a meeting in an
industry where hardly any-
one turns up on time. *
Akhtar says the four films
that she has directed so far have
been great learning experiences.
Luck by Chance (2009), her first
movie did not quite set the box
office on fire but it gave her the
confidence to take on more. And
then came Zindagi Na Milegi
Dobara (2011) that brought com- /-
mercial and critical success.
Money is important, she
says. At the end of the day, the
producer or whoever is putting
his money into the venture
must get a return on the invest-
ment. But what she does not
get is the all-consuming obses-
sion that even critics and audi-
ences have developed with the
%100-crore club. “Why should
it matter how much a movie
makes on a weekend? You like
it or you don’t. I can understand
trade getting interested in
movie collections but why

appealed to Moore who was much taken with
the ideas of an American journalist, Clarence
Streit, who published Union Now, a book call-
ing for an international federation of democ-
racies in which the sovereignty and jurisdic-
tion of national states might decline, but the
individual’s status would improve.

Applying that idealistic notion to the
British empire, Moore published an article, “A
Federal British Commonwealth”, in the
Manchester Guardian in October 1938 and
reproduced this thinly-veiled plea for domin-
ion status for India in The Statesman. Urging
the federation of transport and communica-
tions under a single command, he warned “we
must federate or perish”. India was to blaze a
global trail. “We are a large part of the world
and can contribute much to a world order if
we can produce a united India”, declared his
first editorial in 1939. He returned to the theme
at the Indian Institute of International Affairs
which he addressed on the “The Necessity for
a British League of Nations”. Underlying it was
the hope that if war broke out, a united front
by India in support of Britain might persuade
London to concede political reforms.

Moore put these proposals to a startled
Subhas Chandra Bose who feared the British

{4
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government wouldn’t play along but promised
to discuss them with Gandhi and Nehru. If
they agreed, Jinnah and the British could be
approached. The All India Congress
Committee’s demand for “a world federation
of free nations” for “the future peace, security
and ordered progress of the world” and to pre-
vent aggression and exploitation so closely
mirrored the political and economic federal-
ism Moore propagated in his “This Our War”
series of articles that people suspected him of
being a closet Congressman.

Moore saw a subcontinental federation as
the only way of containing the Kashmir prob-
lem. In1948, he spoke to Gandhi about his plan
for Kashmir to “be treated as an equal third par-
ty” in “a federated commonwealth state, with
common foreign affairs, common defence, and
such finance as concerned these subjects, but
all three to be separate self-governing States”.
Gandhi who “was much interested” asked him
to get Nehru’s opinion. Moore was about to do
sowhen Gandhi was killed. When he could dis-
cuss it with Nehru, the answer was not “No” but
that “the time is not yet”. Later, Nehru confided
in Selig Harrison of The Washington Post “con-
federation remains our ultimate goal”.

Nehru’s response sent Moore to his death
fortified with the hope “that at last there could
be real peace between India and Pakistan and
that the worst evils of partition would be for-
ever wiped out”. That still remains the flick-
ering faith of the millions who are desperate
like that Pakistani to get out of the “well of
hell” and who wish Wing Commander
Varthaman a speedy recovery from his ordeal.

shooting outdoors in a metro, she
says. No one really has time to stare
or upset a movie crew’s rhythm.
They don’t have the time and they
just don’t care. “They are just so
cool,” she says. But the slums

must have been a huge shock for
)\ someone who is ensconced in
\ the privileged world of
| Bollywood. Akhtar bristles at
' theinsinuation but masks her
irritation with the practised
ease of a professional. “I am
l not alien to the place
}J (Dharavi). I live here, I know

these places. I have
shopped there for leather
like anyone else.”

Despite the familiarity,
what never fails to shock
| heristheinequality that is
i/ sewn into the fabric of the

city. Working on Gully Boy
drew an even starker picture
of the harsh truth. Many
have said that this is perhaps
‘%, the most political movie she
has made so far, also the
most boldly and openly so in
recent times.
Akhtar does not respond
directly to the observation.
No movie can really be apolit-
ical, she says. Be it an enter-
tainer, a thriller or a biopic, a
film reveals everything about
how one looks at race, gender,
love, equality and whatever
else you can think of. So in that
sense Gully Boy is political but
so is every other film. And it is
as much about politics as it is
about an ordinary human
beating the odds to keep his
hopes alive.

As a woman and a director
what does she make of the odds
stacked against women in her
industry, in the wake of the
#Metoo movement? She feels that

strikes cannot be called a success. If deterrence through
India’s conventional superiority is to be established now, then
India will have to escalate to a point where its greater
resources make the difference. This is, to put it mildly, both
difficult and dangerous and thus inadvisable.

Given that, objectively, the outcome of the airstrikes can
at best be described as of mixed usefulness to India’s overall
objectives, should they have been carried out? Here we have
to examine the cost. By far the biggest cost was that India
was spending its hard-earned reputation for strategic restraint
and responsibility, built up over successive governments.
This capital cannot be run down forever, and could have been
spent elsewhere. Why it was instead spent on this particular
occasion, with not enough to show for it, is a question that

only the Prime Minister can answer.

Email: mihir.s.sharma@gmail.com; Twitter: @mihirssharma

Gully Boy has been a sublime rush
of emotions. Akhtar is just back from
Berlin, her first grand showing at an
international film festival and she is
blown away by the scale of the festi-
val and its audience. The experience
of watching her film in an 1,800-
seat-theatre on an 80-feet screen is
incomparable. “It was just so big and
like so weird,” she says sipping her
jasmine tea. Much like the experi-
ence of making the movie, like a

lish her verse.

Zaid cropstotherescue

PEOPLE LIKE THEM

GEETANJALI KRISHNA

tatime when farmer distress is on

an all-time high, I find myselflook-

ing for farming models that are
able to tweak traditional agricultural prac-
tices to increase profit. Years ago, I saw one
such model in Bharatpur (Rajasthan)
where farmers fed their cattle the same
grain they’d traditionally given them —
but after they’d sprouted it. The simple act
of sprouting improved their milk yields
substantially. Last year, I met the good
people of Nagla Tula who craft garments
from desi rain-fed cotton that they com-
mission farmers in Tamil Nadu, Karnataka
and Telangana to grow, reviving tradition-
al and long-forgotten multi-cropping tech-
niques. Unexpectedly, farmers made tidy

profits on the chilli they had planted with
cotton. Similarly, last week, while on field
visits to Barabanki (UP) and Panipat
(Haryana), I saw farmers successfully plant
zaid crops to boost their income.

Zaid crops are essentially irrigated
crops that can be planted between rabi
and Kkharif seasons from March to June
to give farmers income from a third crop
every year. In Barabanki, the zaid crop of
choice is mentha arvensis (wild mint).
Sown in mid-February and harvested two
times from April onwards, menthaleaves
are dried to extract oil. This is used in
products ranging from toothpaste to pan
masala. Farmers here estimate that a
bigha of mentha can yield as much as 30
litres of oil. “It is an easy crop to grow
here, as we have good irrigation facilities,”
Tej Narain, a local farmer told me. “It’s
growing period also fits well in our tradi-
tional rice-wheat cropping system.” Most
farmers in Haidargarh, his village, have
small holdings of less than two bighas.
“We find it costs about ¥10,000 per bigha
to sow the crop,” he said. “If all goes well,
it gives a return of about ¥30,000”. For
Narain and other small scale farmers in
the area, mentha has provided a much-
needed extraincome. “Earlier, we left the
fields fallow between the rabi and kharif
seasons,” he said. “Planting a third crop

instead has given us added income and
insulated us from risks”.

Farmers in Panipat are sowing
muskmelon as a zaid crop, but have
tweaked the process further for better
results. Like mentha, this too is sown
between the wheat and rice crops.
“Earlier, we used to sow melon after har-
vesting wheat in April,” said Ram Singh,
afarmer there. But they found that often,
when the melon crop was in its delicate
early stages, temperatures in May were
too high for it. “Now, we plant melon
before harvesting wheat,” he said, show-
ing me his nursery of melon seeds in a
protected nook by the well. Neat ridges
were already being prepared along the
periphery of his field for melon planta-
tion. This ensures that the melon crop is
well-rooted before the summer sets in
and has made a substantial improvement
to their yield. Singh estimates that his
input costs for melon plantation are
about 31 lakh per acre. He earns between
%2-2.5lakh from the harvest.

Given the uncertainty of agrarian life,
zaid crops can substantially pad farmer
profits, boost yields and improve their
quality of life. As Narain said, “mentha
cultivation has changed the lives of small
farmers like me — I don’t think many of
us would have survived without it”.

from memory. All her growing up
years, she says, her father was intro-
ducing poetry to her and Farhan
(her actor-director brother). She
writes, but vows she will never pub

Mother Daisy Irani was their
introduction to world cinema. She
watched everything from Italian and
French to Bollywood staples with her.
The love for the craft of movie mak-
ing is probably her mother’s doing as

meal while we decideto chamber. When she Akhtar who has The digital universe, of
tuck in later. made Dil Dhadakne Do worked with her  Netflix and Amazon and others,
For the 46-year-old (2015), Akhtar said she on Gully Boyhas liberate her from such constraints.
director who has direct- learnt a lot about apoem forevery A movieiswatched, liked or disliked
ed four feature filmsand managing people occasion and withoutitsfinancials being dragged
a couple of movies for can still recite into the conversation. “There is no
Amazon and Netflix, large verses  box office or money pressure. That’s

a huge positive.”

Film making is an expensive
medium and it takes deft manage-
ment of finances and people, apart
from, of course, a gripping narrative
and competent actors. Art does not
thrive in a vacuum or an echo cham-
ber. When she made Dil Dhadakne
Do (2015), Akhtar said she learnt a lot
about managing people. “It was a
huge ensemble cast, taught me a lot
about handling relationships. It was

to tell?

It is always the story first and
then everything else. Once the story
hooks her in, the rest take shape, the
characters and the locations she
shoots in, everything. “My locations
speak too, they are like characters in
the movie.” For Gully Boy, Dharavi,
the slum where she shot in Mumbai
was a crucial part of the film. She
says that the slum was a revelation
in many ways. For one, it was the
smoothest experience she has had

Life in cantonment

g

PEOPLE LIKE US

KISHORE SINGH

hose of us who reside on civvy

I street have flawed notions about
life in the country’s cantonments.

Once upon a time this was defined by an
envy for the “facilities” enjoyed by the
defence forces — subsidised canteen
services, for instance, and the availability
of liquor at rates no bootlegger could
match. This counts for less now as hyper-
markets have helped the price-sensitive
housewife pick out bargains in her neigh-
bourhood, or online, and the availability
of alcohol is no longer an issue, unless
you live in prohibition-bound Gujarat,
Bihar, or Nagaland, in which case “con-
nections” with faujis can help you score
the occasional tipple. There are some

more myths about frequent partying, or
access to cars with drivers for the mem-
sahibs, but as is often the case, the taint
of a few merely misrepresents the rest.

Growing up in cantonments was a
privilege and vastly different from these
perceived distortions. Most cantonments,
even in the midst of rapidly expanding
cities, tend to be oases amidst the squalor
that is urban India. Public areas are as well
tended as homes and embody the spirit
that we can live cohesively, and well,
should we choose to. For a youngster, can-
tonments offer what crowded city
colonies fail to provide — affordable
sports facilities, libraries, clubs where you
learn to socialise without being an embar-
rassment, tolerance and understanding
of the other, and the ability to cope with
life’s googlies.

Ifthat is the upside of cantonment life,
there are downers too. Accommodation
is not always a given with a queue for fam-
ily quarters that can take up to half of one’s
posting with life lived in a cramped mess
room. Allotted homes are often too old to
cope with modern amenities. Frequent
postings imply constant adjusting to new-
er environments, and friends, schools,
teachers and uneven teaching standards.
My own growing up as an army brat led
me to 13 schools across the country’s
length and breadth in places as far apart

also my most nuanced film, and I
grew a lot professionally on that set.”

What draws her to a script? How
does she choose the story she wants

Bollywood is unfairly singled out in
this case; other industries have
worse stories. It is all part of the
national narrative around women.
“We (women directors/writers) put
out a statement that we won’t work
with proven offenders. Today, we are
in a position to employ people and
that is the best way to ensure a safe
working environment.”

Akhtar has another appoint-
ment to go to and the restaurant is
about to close and hunger is gnaw-
ing at our insides. We look hope-
fully at the gentleman who has
materialised by our side. He smiles
ruefully, the kitchen has closed.

as Deolali and Wellington, Coonoor and
Kolkata, Kasauli and Pathankot.

My father wasn’t the only fauji in a
family that has had strong martial roots.
Both grandfathers served in the Army —
one travelling to London before the start
of the second World War to pick up a
medal and a pension guaranteed to three
generations, the other participating in the
same war and doing time as a prisoner of
war in Italy. Expectedly, several members
of the tribe chose the Army as careers, tak-
ing hardship, non-family postings in their
stride while helping their own children
compete with their civilian peers whose
continuity in education served them bet-
ter when it came to studying for higher
education and alternative professions.

But the lure of the Army remains
strong among children of defence person-
nel. The new generation in the family is
spread all the way from Congo as part of a
UN peacekeeping force to those who have
qualified as pilots in the Army’s aviation
wing, while others remain in the infantry,
artillery and armoured corps. As a grateful
nation pays lip-service to our soldiers
keeping vigil in these ratcheting times, we
might do well to remember that life in the
cantonments isn’t just about pruned trees
and starched linen. And that soldiers are
being lost every day on the borders while
we pursue our own, less altruistic, aims.
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WEEKEND RUMINATIONS

TN NINAN

The week’s takeaways

erhaps the biggest positive takeaway from the military action over the last
few days is the evidence of India’s new diplomatic heft. People old enough
to remember earlier conflict situations will recall how no non-aligned
country spoke up for India during the wars of the 1960s — though India
had been a co-founder and leader of the non-aligned movement. Even in 1971, it was
principally the Soviet Union that stood by India, as it had done more than once by
using its veto in the UN Security Council. In comparison, today India enjoys the
support of not just the leading western powers but also of middling powers like
Australia, friendly engagement with Russia, and most remarkably some helpful inter-
vention by Arab countries. To have the external affairs minister speak as a guest of
honour at the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, even as the Pakistan foreign min-
ister feels obliged to boycott it in protest, is something that few would have predicted.

The change in the diplomatic situation began with Bill Clinton and Kargil in
1999, and has to be credited to the sustained diplomacy of successive governments
and prime ministers, including the present one; India’s increasing importance as
amarket; and changed perceptions about Pakistan as “an international migraine”,
to quote a former US secretary of state. Husain Haqgani, the former Pakistan
ambassador to the US, had to point out the uncomfortable truth to Islamabad
that not one country had spoken out in its favour after India sent in its Mirages.

The biggest negative takeaway from this past week has to be the news-dis-
torting nationalism of ratings-hungry TV news channels, with bellicose anchors
screaming war from the safety of their studios while the wives of fallen soldiers
pleaded for dialogue and peace—and got trolled for their pains. It is an old dictum
that one should not fall prey to one’s own propaganda, and it must be hoped that
those in charge of national security and international relations have cooler heads
than those venting on talk shows. It would be as well to remember the pressure
that news television mounted on the Vajpayee government to yield to the Kandahar
hijackers, leading to the freeing of (among others) the leader of the Jaish-e-
Mohammed. The country is paying for that today.

The truth about the military engagement over two days is that it was not a
clear victory for India. The Modi government has taken a step forward by putting
in place a more aggressive response to cross-border terrorism, and by striking
targets in Pakistan, but the country has also lost a fighter plane. Though the prime
minister has talked somewhat needlessly of pilot projects and the real stuff to
come, India cannot be sure of a clean victory in any full-fledged conflict—even if
there is reason to engage in such.

Indeed, the loss of the MiG-21 raises the inevitable question why the air force
still hasto fly such dated aircraft, putting both planes and pilots at risk. The failure
to equip the armed forces with contemporary weapons in sufficient numbers,
such as to offer a demonstrable deterrent, points to the hard fact that defence
budgets (especially for weapons acquisition) have been squeezed for years together.
The finance minister rightly asked why India should not do what the Americans
did by taking out Osama bin Laden. The only reason why not, is the difference in
capabilities. That is what needs to be addressed.

There is one other domestic issue to consider: Is the policy on Jammu &
Kashmir working? The figures show escalating violence and Killings, while field
reports talk of growing alienation in the Kashmir valley. The unusual experiment
with a coalition government comprising polar opposites did not last, and the state
is under President’s rule. Terrorism in the state would not continue if it had no
domestic roots. Ignoring this reality is not going to achieve anything. Instead,
matters could get worse—especially if there are more episodes of Kashmiri stu-
dents and workers being driven out of other parts of the country. The Kashmir
problem cannot be ended without winning over the Kashmiri.

ILLUSTRATION BY BINAY SINHA

Imran Khan’s choice:
L.ead or follow on

In last 50 years, Pakistan has lost face, support and economic
status. Balakot has given Khan a chance to change that

Pakistan today. First, whether you focus on

the history, geography or politics. And second,
whatever tack you choose, where do you begin? I
could have begun this National Interest, for example,
with 2019, today, as Wing Commander Abhinandan
Varthaman returned home. I could have also chosen
2009, 1999, 1989 or 1979.

Tam taking you back, instead to 1969, don’t worry,
you will be back soon to Friday, March 1, 2019.

It was in 1969 that Muslim
countries, smarting under
Israel’s spectacular victory in
the six-day-war 0of 1967 decided
to form Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC). Indira
Gandhi wasn’t about to stay out
and decided to send minister
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed (later
President of India) as the head i
of the Indian delegation. =

T here are two challenges when you talk about

Her move was thwarted by NATIONAL INTEREST

an outraged Pakistan. It found

Fifty years ago, Pakistan had the power to veto
India’s presence at the premier Islamic alliance.
Today, all it can do is express hollow peeve and humil-
iation with a boycott. How did Pakistan, which calls
itself the “Citadel of Islam” (Islam ka Qila), with its
nukes and missiles, 20 crore Muslims, get itself in
such a sorry place? Think about it.

will now drag you back 40 years to 1979. Pakistan
lost the 1971 war and broke up. It was still rebuilding
itself — and quite well — when
the Soviet Union invaded
Afghanistan. It brought America
and its allies, including Saudi
Arabia and China in as, what is
now called, the Af-Pak region
became the hottest battlefield of
the Cold War. Pakistan was their
willing, capable and indispen-
sable ally. This started the
process of easy and free re-arm-
ing of the Pakistani military,
strengthened new dictator Zia-

sympathy in the ummah. The SHEKHAR GUPTA
Islamic world accepted the log-

ic that there could be no OIC without the country
with the largest Muslim population in the world at
the time. Remember, Pakistan was yet undivided.
India was left rejected and humiliated.

Jump exactly 50 years, as we had promised, to
March 1, 2019. Watch External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj holding forth at the OIC summit as
an honoured guest. She delivered a finely crafted
speech, which underlined India as a home to the
third-largest Muslim population in the world. She
said Muslims were integral to India’s diversity and,
less than 100 of them had joined ISIS.

Of course, there will be many valid arguments and
qualifications here, over her party’s marginalisation
and “Otherisation” of the mainstream Indian Muslim
and the demonisation of Kashmiris. But please do
not overlook at the significance of a top woman leader
of a conservative Hindu nationalist Indian govern-
ment saying this to the world’s Muslims. Even more,
you can’t miss the supreme irony of a sulking Pakistan
staying out of this OIC summit in protest against the
invitation to India.

ul Haq who, over time, began to
see himself as the true com-
mander of this jihad.

The new power had gone to his head. If they could
lead this war against a superpower, why couldn’t they
do so against India? This grew into a kind of national
hubris. Please note again that militancy began in
Indian Punjab in 1981, the AK-47s appeared the fol-
lowing year, and then RPG-7 grenade-launchers.
These were standard Afghan jihad weapons.

I made my first visit to Pakistan as this phase was
peaking, in the summer of 1985, to cover the trial of
Sikh hijackers of an Indian Airlines aircraft. I was
awed by the difference in the levels of ordinary peo-
ple’s prosperity, quality of life, infrastructure, even
the quality of telecom services, which was like oxy-
gen for journalists in the pre-internet era. In short,
the average Pakistani lived much better than the
average Indian in 1985. Data tells you why. Pakistan’s
per capita income then was about 60 per cent higher
than India’s.

Apologies for doing this to you again, but leapfrog
to 2019. Now, the average Indian earns about 25 per
cent more than the average Pakistani. How did the
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Pakistanis, despite their newfound geo-strategic value
for those winning the Cold War, lose a 60 per cent he-
ad start and slip so far behind? That gap is increasing
almost by five percentage points every year. The In-
dian economy is growing by about three percentage
points faster than Pakistan’s, whose population is ris-
ing at twice the pace of India’s. The net result is a near-
five per cent, steady differential in per capita GDP.
How did we get here? Zulfikar Ali Bhutto famously
threatened a 1,000-year war on India. In the 50 of
these since 1969, Pakistan has so lost its pre-eminence
that even its ummah prefers India to it. In the 40 years
since it embraced jihad, it has ruined its economy.
But wait, this isn’t all the price Pakistan has paid for
this permanent blood feud with India. Keep adding.

y 1989, the defeated Soviets were negotiating

their retreat from Afghanistan. A victorious
Pakistani establishment instinctively turned its
attention east. This is precisely when the ongoing
troubles in Jammu and Kashmir began. The self-
styled Ghazis in khaki were now going to win the
jihad that really mattered to them. The next three
years were the bloodiest. Kashmir and Punjab count-
ed corpses by the thousands.

But Pakistan grappled with some internal
changes. Democratic forces fought back often, and
Zia’s legatees were engaged in an internal tussle with
politicians. Nawaz Sharif, originally an army
favourite, preferred peace. He dared, exactly a decade
after the insurgency in Kashmir was launched, to
make peace with Vajpayee, in January 1999. His army
responded by infiltrating Kargil that winter.

Pakistan lost that war and two more important
things: One, the larger global view that Kashmir was
adisputed territory ended. There was new unanimity
that the Line of Control was the de facto border and
must be respected. Second, the same year, Pakistan
lost its hard-earned democracy again as Pervez
Musharraf toppled Nawaz. In those 10 years, there-
fore, Pakistan lost its moral cause on Kashmir and
returned to military rule. All because of that one self-
destructive obsession.

We have come a long way since. With the madness
of 26/11 Pakistan earned the awful but well-deserved
status as the locus of global jihad. Then, as during
the Kargil and post-Parliament attack standoffs,
India had the world on its side by acting responsibly
and not retaliating. Today, India has the world,
including Saudi Arabia and UAE, on its side even
after it retaliated.

Let’s make a balance sheet. In 50 years, Pakistan
lost its pre-eminence in the Islamic world. The Arabs
are counselling restraint to it, Iran is hostile. In the
past 40 years, its per capita income has suffered
almost a 90 per cent net deficit relative to India and
the gap is rising. In the past 30, it has lost its cam-
paigns in Indian Punjab and Kashmir, and perma-
nently embedded jihadis in its cities and institutions.
And in the last two decades, the LoC has become the
de facto border in Kashmir, nobody has any patience
with terror as an instrument of policy, there isn’t even
token disapproval of India bombing Pakistan’s main-
land, and most importantly, India and the world have
called Pakistan’s nuclear bluff.

Imran can carry on as in the past, or take fresh
guard and begin a new inning. It will be risky, but
there is a chance of success if he dares. If he doesn’t,
two things are guaranteed: Failure for him, and con-
tinued slide for his nation despite its talented people,
strong nationalism, the gift of geography and a for-
midable army. That’s the bottom line.

By Special Arrangement with ThePrint

Reignited nepotism

Who wins if India and Pakistan fight?

VIEWPOINT

DEVANGSHU DATA

ars have been fought for all sorts
s ’s ; of obscure reasons, ranging from
the entirely rational to the com-
pletely insane. Russia and Japan, for
instance, once went to war in order to win
a Chinese contract to build a railway line
in Manchuria. The Taiping Rebellion,
which led to the deaths of over 20 million,
was sparked off when a man who claimed
to be the younger brother of Jesus Christ
demanded the right to establish a heavenly
kingdom. Sundry wars everywhere have
been fought over religious minutiae that
make little sense to non-believers.

This war between India and Pakistan
is being fought for rational reasons. One
side has consistently pursued an asym-
metric strategy of fomenting terrorism and
insurgency for nearly three decades and it
sees no reason not to continue. The gov-
ernment on the other side wants to win re-
election and is looking to score points.
Hence, it looked to escalate matters by air
strikes across the border after five years of
doing very little. That meant, of course,
that the Pakistanis had to escalate further.

Of course, India and Pakistan are not
officially at war. But both sides have
mobilised resources and there has been
heavy and continuous shelling ever since
the Pulwama terror attack. Both sides have
claimed Kills in aerial dogfights, and the
airspace has been shut down and civilians
have been evacuated from border areas.
In effect, this is a war, though neither side
has bothered to declare it. That leaves
some diplomatic wriggle room of course.

More than casualties in military action,
this war is one of perception. It has already
seen the generation of terabytes of fake
news and disinformation. Cyberspace has
been flooded with conflicting reports and
pictures sourced from all over the place.

One world, two nuts

¢

LINE AND LENGTH

T CA SRINIVASA-RAGHAVAN

ere’s a question for far greater
H minds than mine to answer: Why

hasn’t North Korea, which lays
claim to all of South Korea, behaved like
Pakistan, which lays claim to only a very
tiny portion of India?

After all, in most other respects there
islittle to choose from between them. They
are like two peas in a pod.

Thus, both got rid of their colonial mas-
ters around the same time: Korea in 1945
and in 1947 Pakistan got created. Both were
the result of a partition.

One partition was caused by common
but reluctant consent. The other was
caused by Russia and America. And there-
in lies an irony.

The British thought India and Pakistan
could govern themselves. The Russians

and the Americans thought that Korea was
unfit for self-rule.

So the British walked away leaving
India and Pakistan to it. But the Russians
and the Americans created two protec-
torates — one each in the North and the
South of Korea.

In the event, while India and South
Korea showed they could govern them-
selves, Pakistan and North Korea have
shown they can’t, not quite.

Pakistan immediately went to war
against India — just two months after
breaking away. North Korea went to war
against South Korea in 1950. In 1953, its
army was roundly defeated. Korea formal-
ly broke into two in 1953.

The same thing happened to the Pakis-
tan army in 1971. Pakistan broke into two.

The Koreans now have the demili-
tarised zone (DMZ). We have the LAC (Line
of Actual Control), now called the LOC
(Line of Control).

The Russians groomed the North
Korean Army and armed it. They even
helped out with nuclear technology.

The Americans didn’t go that far but
they did arm Pakistan to the teeth. They
also turned a blind eye to Pakistan’s
progress towards nuclear weapons in
the 1980s.

In the 1990s, the Russians dumped
North Korea as a huge nuisance. The
Americans dumped Pakistan for the same

What makes matters more confusing is the
fact that officials on both sides have made
absurd and unverifiable claims.

Indian officials claimed “off the record”
that the airstrike at Balakot killed anywhere
between 300 and 650 terrorists. Pakistan
claims the only casualty is a crow. Who
knows what the truth is? Pakistan claimed
it downed two fighters and produced one
IAF officer as proof. India denied that Wing
Commander Abhinandan had gone miss-
ing for several hours until he was paraded
on TV. India continues to insist that one
Pakistani fighter was downed, and Pakistan
continues to stoutly deny this happened.

In wars, adversaries routinely indulge
in propaganda. Governments lying to
inflate their successes, to conceal weak-
nesses and to deflate losses are age old phe-
nomena. One classic example of that was
the Spanish Flu that Killed millions in 1918-
19. The Flu originated in America and it
infected millions of troops sitting in the
trenches of Western Europe. But it's called
the Spanish Flu because Spain, being a
non- combatant, was the first nation where
the national media reported its existence.

A hundred years later, the difference
lies in the amplification of lies and propa-

reason — also in the 1990s.

Freed from American pressure,
Pakistan tested its nuclear weapon in 1998.
North Korea tested its in 2006.

Today, both have become Chinese
protectorates. China has a veto on inter-
national cooperation against these two
countries.

The North Korean economy is in a me-
ss. The Pakistan economy is also in a mess..

The differences

But major similarities end here. North
Korea, after some initial acts of terrorism,
gave it up in 1983. Pakistan started devel-
oping terrorism exactly then, in fact, in the
same month — October.

North Korean troops indulged in some
minor transgressions of the DMZ and the
Northern Limit Line in the West Sea. But
Pakistan, the lakhs of minor skirmishes
apart, has gone the whole hog at the LOC
— not once but four times. On that score,
at least, it is the bigger nutcase.

Another difference: The North Korean
army knows its limits and has behaved
itself. The Pakistan army, in contrast, has
no concept of limits and has been causing
mayhem wherever it can, including within
Pakistan. Its Jihadi groups are like those
country made handguns of North India:
They can fire in both directions.

However, in mitigation, Pakistan
chooses its head of government via elec-
tions. North Korea takes the hereditary
route.

But the real power in both countries
lies with the army. Pakistan’s prime min-

ganda on social media where conflicting
narratives and fake news are competing for
eyeballs. This makes it impossible for even
balanced neutrals to make sense of what's
going on. It also devalues the authenticity
of official releases from either government
since the claims by one country are instant-
ly denied by the other. The ensuing troll-
fest may be entertaining but it obfuscates
the truth, whatever it might be.

War was once famously defined as
diplomacy by other means. But what are
the strategic objectives of these two gov-
ernments now? One would just like to keep
the pot boiling in Kashmir. The other
would like to win an election.

Oddly, those objectives may not be
incompatible. The Modi government has
done more to foster alienation in Kashmir
than any previous central administration.
It has also done its best to polarise Indians
along caste and religious lines. That cannot
make Pakistan unhappy. By allowing India
to claim a diplomatic victory, Pakistan can
strengthen the case for Modi's re-election.
Hence, it could be looking to de-escalate,
seeing a potential win-win.

Twitter: @devangshudatta

ister appoints the army chief and is then
controlled by him.

In North Korea, the top guy heads
everything but is just as vulnerable to the
army’s power. If the army wants it can
depose him in a jiffy.

In Pakistan, there is active politics, a
vibrant civil society, a reasonably free
press, an excellent judiciary and a general
longing to be rid of the army yoke. In North
Korea, it is the very opposite.

Pakistan has a great sense of humour.
North Korea has the Great Leader who
decides when a citizen may laugh.

The paradoxes

There was a time when the US dandled
Pakistan on its knees and treated North
Korea like a wild hooligan. Now it is the
other way around.

North Korea is being pulled out of its
65-year isolation by, of all countries, the
US. In contrast, Pakistan is being pushed
into it after 65 years by, of all countries,
the US.

Russia, which had always treated
Pakistan as a pariah, is now trying to pre-
vent this isolation thing. And China is
picking up the debris of the old relation-
ships, more so in Pakistan than in
North Korea.

In the end, though, everyone has a bad
feeling about all this because neither North
Korea nor Pakistan can be trusted. They
are like that only, total nutjobs because, as
has been well said, while other countries
have armies, in Pakistan and North Korea
the armies have a country.

EYE CULTURE

VIKRAM JOHRI

ne of the hallmarks of the new
O Bollywood, it is said, is its will-

ingness to welcome new talent
that is not connected to the notoriously
nepotistic industry. From Ayushmann
Khurrana to Rajkummar Rao,
Bollywood is increasingly offering roles
to outsiders, a term reserved for those
who are not connected by birth or mar-
riage to a member of the industry.

This, however, is at best a qualified
assertion. It is true that we see more out-
siders in key roles today, but that could
equally be an outcome of the sheer
number of films being produced. The
Hindi film industry alone produces
close to a thousand films per year, with
other local industries adding to that
number. With so much work to go
around, there is little doubt that
Bollywood looks to newcomers from
outside its circles.

And yet, it can be notoriously hard
for a “struggler” — Bollywood-speak for
a newcomer to Mumbai trying to enter
the entertainment business — to make
ends meet. Nawazuddin Siddiqui wrote
in his autobiography of the challenges
during his early days in Mumbai to find
enough money to buy vada pav, the city
staple. For years, he struggled in the
shadows until finally achieving success
with Black Friday in 2007.

The debate gained traction after it
was popularised by Kangana Ranaut,
who used her appearance on Koffee with
Karan in 2017 to attack the industry’s
ways. Karan Johar, the show’s host, and
Saif Ali Khan, Ranaut’s co-guest on the
show, came out with statements criti-
cising her, and the episode became a
rallying cry for both sides of the nepo-
tism divide. Ultimately, the word came
to define the mix of insouciance and
indulgence that Bollywood insiders
operate with.

Last year saw a new generation of
Bollywood progeny make their screen
debuts, and it is perhaps a mark of how
central the debate has become in
Bollywood that each of these newcom-
ers felt the need to acknowledge their
privilege. Both Sara Ali Khan and Jhanvi
Kapoor repeatedly expressed gratitude
for the opportunities their lineage
affords them. Khan was candid enough
to add in one interview that it would be
silly for her not to use her advantage
when it is clear that there is an advan-
tage to use.

Yet, the controversy refuses to sub-
side. Part of the reason for the heartburn
is the outsize possibilities for success
that Bollywood offers. No one com-
plains about television or theatre being

inward-looking. That’s because even tel-
evision stars and theatre actors (the lat-
ter perhaps covertly) hope for the sort
of success only Bollywood can bestow.
From brand endorsements to celebrity
alliances, Bollywood is the ultimate tick-
et to fame, glamour and super success.

Meanwhile, nepotism too works at
several levels. The famous argument
that it can only get you a foot in the door
has been lambasted by critics for its
downgrading of an important insider
privilege. But in the new Bollywood,
where success can translate, like a chain
reaction, into gains in related fields,
mere appearance on the screen is no
longer a guarantor of fame. A number
of star kids have failed to recapture the
magic of their parents — and have thus
lost out not merely on roles but on other
perks as well.

Alook at megastars from the past few
decades adds a further measure of
nuance to the debate. From non-film
families, both Amitabh Bachchan and
Shahrukh Khan built their superstar-
dom on the back of charisma and talent,
qualities that the box office rewards and
Bollywood recognises regardless of
background. Indeed, a number of
today’s top stars, from Deepika
Padukone to Anushka Sharma, are also
not from Bollywood families, even if it
can be argued that they belong to the
same upper strata of society as
Bollywood royalty, making their stint in
Mumbai smoother than that of someone
like Siddiqui, whose trajectory involved
travelling the incomparably more chas-
tening distance from Budhana in UP.

It has also become easier for non-
actors to gain a toehold. Sohum Shah
used the monies he made as a realtor in
Sri Ganganagar to make films in
Mumbali, arthouse darlings such as Ship
of Theseus and Tumbbad. Like many
other youngsters, his move to Mumbai
was prompted by a wish to become an
actor. But it is as producer that he tasted
success, even as he continues to don the
makeup for his own productions.

Koffee with Karan, which started the
current nepotism debate, is facing those
barbs anew this season, as guests on the
couch, barring a precious few, trace their
lineage to within Bollywood. The latest
episode, for example, featured the
daughter of Chunky Pandey and the son
of Jackie Shroff. No matter. Like its host,
the show has a carefully constructed
persona that is much more about sig-
nalling to Bollywood’s inner gang than
itis about anything material to film aspi-
rants. May the walls of privilege contin-
ue to dismantle!

Everyweek, Eye Culture features writers with
anentertaining critical take on art, music,
dance, film and sport
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

PULWAMA PULLBACK

A cautionary note as the pilot returns: No need for
triumphalism on camera or off it

ITH WING COMMANDER Abhinandan’s return home, hopefully, the
de-escalation of tensions between India and Pakistan will gather pace.
The next few days and weeks will be a test for the governments of both
countries — of how they keep steady as they ease back from the brink.
The Narendra Modi government will need a lot of room for manoeuvre as it steers to-
wards business as usual with a difference — it has made its point that there will be no
more impunity for terror. At this delicate juncture, however, there may be at least two
reasons to worry that that space could be constricted and constrained. There are two cau-
tionary notes to be struck. One, with Pulwama and Balakot taking place almost within
touching distance of a critical parliamentary election, politicians of the ruling party and
in the Opposition, and especially the former, must resist the temptation to use it to draw
harder lines within. And two, crucial discursive space must not be abdicated by the po-
litical leadership for studio warriors on television and in social media spaces to rush into.

On Wednesday, a meeting of 21 Opposition parties flagged the first concern. They
were anguished, they said at the “blatant politicisation” of the sacrifices of the armed
forces by the ruling party. The reaction of two senior BJP ministers to the Opposition’s in-
tervention only seemed to confirm the allegation. Prakash Javadekar said that the
“Opposition parties’ statement has pleased Pakistan and its media”; Arun Jaitley said
“Your ill-advised statement is being used by Pakistan to bolster its case”. That the BJP
leadership should seek to label its political opponents as playing into Pakistan’s hands
simply because they are raising questions on its handling of a matter of national security
is unacceptable. It is as unseemly as BS Yeddyurappa boasting that India’s pre-emptive
strike against a terror camp in Balakot will assure the BJP of 22 seats in Karnataka in the
upcoming Lok Sabha election. Or party president Amit Shah drawing a direct line be-
tween the IAF strike across the LoC, the surgical strikes after the Uri attack and the upcom-
ing national election at a party event in Lucknow. Of course, this attempt to taint the po-
litical adversary as unpatriotic as a way of banishing democratic dissent is not a
post-Pulwama phenomenon. It was seen and heard earlier during the campaign for Bihar
in 2015, for instance, when Shah claimed there would be fireworks in Pakistan if the BJP
lost the assembly election. Or when PM Modi himself insinuated that a conspiracy against
his party was hatched over dinner by a former PM and vice president of India with sen-
ior Pakistan officials ahead of the Gujarat elections in 2017.

The war-mongering on vast sections of the electronic media is part of the noise of a
vibrant and talkative democracy. It becomes a matter of concern, however, if and when
itassumes the ring of authority. Post-Pulwama, it needs to be said again: TV anchors may
delude themselves into thinking they are leaders but if the reverse should happen it
would be a terrible thing.

SLOWING DOWN

Latest data on economy could help build a case for monetary
easing or another rate cut when RBI reviews monetary policy

OT SO ROBUST news has come in on the economic front. The Central Statistics

Office’s (CSO)just-released second advance estimates of national income for

2018-19 show growth in gross value added (basically GDP, net of indirect taxes

and subsidies) at 6.8 per cent. This is below the 7 per cent estimate that was
made in the CSO’s earlier release on January 7. The 6.8 per cent figure comes on top of the
6.9 per cent figure for 2017-18, which makes it a second successive year of below-seven
per cent growth. And if one compares it with the 7.9 per cent, 8 per cent and 7.2 per cent
rates for the preceding three fiscals, it adds up to a not very pretty picture — of an econ-
omy that has recorded deceleration in the last two years of the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, after having accelerated in the first three years.

Equally worrying is the year-on-year growth in October-December 2018, which, at 6.3
per cent, is the lowest in six quarters. Taken together with a 1.8 per cent annual growth in
production of eight core infrastructure industries in January — the slowest pace of growth
in 19 months, it is not what any government would like to project ahead of elections. The
higher than expected slowdown also comes at a time when global economic growth is
moderating, amid fears over Brexit, and with domestic flows to the stock markets which
were robust last year tapering off, leading to the Indian markets under performing vis a vis
other major markets in Asia. Viewed against this backdrop, it now appears that the RBI un-
der its new governor, Shaktikanta Das, made the right call last month when it changed its
policy stance from calibrated tightening to neutral and cut the repo rate by 25 basis points.

The latest data on the economy should help further build a case for monetary easing
or another rate cut when the RBI reviews its monetary policy in April. Contrary to the be-
lief last year that the Narendra Modi-led government too would leave office showcasing
accelerating economic growth, like the first NDA government under Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
it now looks like there could be parallels with the previous UPA government in terms of
deceleration in economic growth at the end. With polls around the corner, the serious work
of repairing the economy may have to wait until a new government takes over. If that’s
the case, regaining the growth momentum may take longer even if there is a near term
boost because of poll spending.

DocTOR HADIYA

She has found her way, as women do, when they are not
obstructed and thwarted

HE PHOTOGRAPH OF a hijab-clad woman wearing a doctor’s coat and a stetho-
scope, was accompanied by the best congratulatory message that could have
come the young homeopath’s way: In a Facebook post, Shafin Jahan shared
his wife Hadiya’s achievement and wrote: “This shining victory is an outstand-

ingAshieNsHINBIEDESAUR SAINSS ShR ARG KPS RS TraBISRHESS Struggles of

Hadiya has proved her mettle many times over since her marriage to Shafin and con-
version to Islam in December 2016 led her father to appeal to the Kerala HC to annul her
wedding. From her parents negating her choice of partner with their contention that she
had been indoctrinated for recruitment to the Islamic State in Syria, to the Court dismiss-
ing her voice as that of a woman “weak and vulnerable, capable of being exploited in
many ways” and annulling her marriage, Hadiya has lived out the nightmare in which
agency is denied. Yet, she has fought her battles in a way only a woman can.

In a recent commercial for a sports brand, tennis star Serena Williams takes viewers
through a quick account of how sportswomen, and indeed all women testing bound-
aries, are dismissed with a pejorative “crazy”. Yet, crazy can be groundbreaking good —
itcan mean a woman deaf to the repressions of society,a woman determined to stand up
and be accounted for,a woman who will not be infantilised. With her recent accomplish-
ment, Hadiya has shown that sometimes the most empowering thing for a woman is
simply to be left alone. She can find her way.
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WORDLY WISE
YOU MUST NOT FIGHT TOO OFTEN WITH ONE ENEMY,

OR YOU WILL TEACH HIM ALL YOUR ART OF WAR.
— NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

The road from the brink

For India and Pakistan, the bigger challenge is to
re-imagine a win-win narrative

PrRATAP BHANU MEHTA

ONE MILITARY EPISODE cannot, by itself, de-
cisively change the trajectory of one of mod-
ern history’s longest running conflicts. But,
as both sides — India and Pakistan — signal
temporary de-escalation, it might be worth
revisiting the historical and psychological dy-
namics that constitute the present moment.

The settlement of 1947, developments
within Pakistan and the trajectory of geopol-
itics has produced a state of Pakistan with
dual insecurity. The state has a problematic
relationship to Islam that gives radical groups
more state patronage than is healthy for
Pakistan. The army requires perpetually
feeding a sense of insecurity, inventing
threats where there are none. Pakistan is in-
ternally diverse and complex, but its political
currents don’t make much of adent on these
structural realities of the state. Pakistan’s in-
ternal dynamics and its identity are still the
most important drivers of this story.

The great powers have consistently had a
stake in the Pakistani state. Americans could
not call the bluff of the Pakistani state, mili-
tarising the society to an unprecedented de-
gree. Now, the Chinese see it as anindispensa-
ble asset. Saudi Arabia has close links with
Pakistan. These realities are not going to
change soon. There is enough international
exasperation with Pakistan that India might
have an opportunity for a diplomatic win or
two (blacklisting a couple of organisations).
But for the international community to truly
put pressure on Pakistan, it will have to call its
bluff on Afghanistan, China will have to bring
its strategic asset to heel, and Saudi pressure
will have to go beyond avoiding catastrophic
conflict with India. This is still a tall order.

The consequences of military action
against Pakistan are uncertain at best. Gains
that accrue in the short term are nullified by
simply shifting the conflict to another site. The
1971 victory produced a state that was more
Islamist and insecure than ever; and, neither
Kargil nor Uri produced immunity from ter-
rorist attacks. The simple truth is that military
strikes may be fully effective only if they seri-
ously hit elite interests in the other country.
But this is a level of escalation that is hard to
imagine. The supply of potential terrorists and
the absorptive capacity to take damage to non-
elite assets is not as low as we assume. In the
short run, war might even embolden them.

Despite the de-escalation we
are locked in a position
where we can neither endure
our situation nor the means
to overcome it. War is at best
an expression of
exasperation, not a solution;
at worst, it is cynical politics.
In the short run, we hope
diplomacy works. But the
underlying challenge
remains: Finding a win-win
narrative that can help deal
with the treacherous
psychological complexes
that have so scarred South

Asia.

The human cost of the US’s conventional war
on terrorism was devastating and the world
is still notimmune from terrorist threats. The
issue is not simply of whether you can under-
take a conventional war under a nuclear um-
brella. There are of course, unconscionably
highrisks there. But, the issue is also whether
conventional military means can help you se-
cure objectives against terrorism. There is rea-
son todoubt this. Itis not war, but India’s inter-
nal resilience that has frustrated Pakistan.

Military action is effective if it concen-
trates the international community’s atten-
tion. The international community has been
complacent on Pakistan because they could
count on India’s good behaviour. India’s
stature grew. But it also could be taken for
granted. What the military strikes could pos-
sibly do is re-engage the international com-
munity. But this is a double-edged sword,
unless the international community really
makes Pakistan’s elites pay a price. It is not
clear that the engagement of the interna-
tional community will breach the limits on
Saudi and Chinese support for Pakistan men-
tioned above. Whether we acknowledge it
or not, the subtle re-hyphenation will, over
time, begin. India should, of course, engage
all parties. But the only short term winners in
this round in international stature are the
Saudis; they seem to be emerging as the in-
dispensable state in the international sys-
tem. The ideological consequences of this
need to be watched.

India’s domestic imperatives are also
double-edged. This government, in particu-
lar, seeks domestic validation by taking a
hard line. This government also uses nation-
alism as a narcotic. It wants to induce a sense
of crisis that makes people rally around a
strong leader. This government also totally
lost the plot in Kashmir. In some ways, the
Pulwama attack was probably designed to
give fillip to communal forces in India, and it
mildly succeeded. The Indian public is also
rightly exasperated with Pakistan. But these
tendencies are countered by one fact. ASAB
Vajpayee had sagaciously understood,
democracies like India have a low threshold
for military casualties. Despite the nauseat-
ing dominance of Twitter and TV warriors,
Indians will not be casual about the loss of
military lives, especially when strategic ob-

jectives are not clear. The sense that India’s
triumphant narrative lost steam since Wing
Commander Abhinandan was captured is
testimony to that. This is not weakness. It is
humanity. So the government is now caught
between two imperatives: Its pressing elec-
toral needs (its top leaders have madeita po-
litical issue) to present a triumphant, mus-
cular narrative on the one hand, and, the
recognition that the risks of something go-
ing wrong are very high, on the other hand.
Hopefully, it will find an artful way of declar-
ing victory and move on. This will be tricky
because t, in the short run, lost the narrative
of war, after inflating expectations of what
escalation can achieve.

Pakistan, for its part, really does need to
ask the question: Are characters like Masood
Azhar,and groups like Lashkar and Jaish, serv-
ing its national interests? Pakistan’s obduracy
on this issue has all the classic symptoms of
spite, as described by the philosopher Robert
Solomon. In acting out of spite “one acts for it-
self, but it acts against one’s interest.” It is
more comforting for Pakistan to play victim at
the hands of its own creations than to face an
adversary, or look at itself in the mirror. Imran
Khan's test is whether he can take Pakistan
out of its own victim syndrome.

So, despite the de-escalation we are locked
ina position where we can neither endure our
situation nor the means to overcome it. Waris
atbest an expression of exasperation, nota so-
lution; at worst, it is cynical politics. Revenge
is psychologically satiating, but self-destruc-
tive: Justlook at Pakistan. In the short run, we
hope diplomacy works. But the underlying
challenge remains: Finding a win-win narra-
tive that can help deal with the treacherous
psychological complexes that have so scarred
South Asia. The Manmohan-Musharraf for-
mulawas one sensible and practical proposal
on the table — a win for all parties including
Kashmir. But, more deeply, the long struggle,
for converting South Asia into a zone of exu-
berant freedom, rather than a contest be-
tween pinched up identities, has to continue.
The cost of war and militarisation will not just
be economic, it will be a warping of our souls,
which will forever diminish our possibilities.

The writer is vice-chancellor of Ashoka
University. Views are personal

TALK, BUuT NOT ON KASHMIR

India-Pakistan dialogue should focus, instead, on reviving trade

KHALED AHMED

ON FEBRUARY 27, Wing Commander
Abhinandan of the Indian Air Force (IAF) was
arrested in Pakistan after his jet went down
during a mission inside Pakistan. He was
shown on television praising the Pakistan
Army for treating him well, while bravely re-
fusing to answer questions. The officer was
impressive as he spoke, his face covered with
blood, a brave son of a decorated IAF officer.
Pakistan has done well to return him to India
for the sake of peace.

On February 26, according to the Indian
news agency ANI, “Indian Air Force Mirage
2000 fighters destroyed multiple terrorist
camps across the Line of Control” killing hun-
dreds of terrorists undergoing training. This
news came after the Pakistan Army
spokesperson Major General Asif Ghafoor
had claimed that “Indian aircraft intruded
from Muzaffarabad sector” and dropped a
payload near Balakot after “facing timely and
effective response from Pakistan Air Force”.

Union Minister of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
was the first to tweet on the attacks from the
Indian government’s side. This was the first
time after the 1971 war that IAF had crossed
into Pakistan-controlled air space, he said. On
the Pakistani side Major-General Asif Ghafoor,
Director-General Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) gave information about the
“Indian aircrafts’ intrusion across the LOC in
Muzaffarabad Sector” to the media.

Pictures released by the DG-ISPR appeared
in the Pakistani press showing a burnt steep

The two must seriously
think of ‘normalising’, that
is, allowing ‘connectivity’
under SAARC through free
trade and free movement of
goods and traffic. India
should be given a road
through Pakistan to another
SAARC member,
Afghanistan, and onwards to
Central Asia. The project
started by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee must be carried to
its conclusion — to give the
people of South Asia a
chance to live in peace

mountainside with “no sign of any damage to
any property, apart from a few pine trees”.
India claimed that it had struck Balakot.

The world outside immediately focused
on the infamous camp near Mansehra where
the terrorist organisation, Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) was known to train ter-
rorists. Mansehra became internationally
known after a Pakistan airforce officer Adnan
Rashid defected to the al Qaeda while train-
ing there. He later tried to kill former
President Pervez Musharraf.

Musharraf, also a former army chief, who
is today on the run from an anti-terrorism
court says he didn’t kill Benazir Bhutto but
some “rogue elements within the army”
might have. He asserted: “I don’t have any
facts. But my assessment is accurate. I think
a lady who is known to be inclined towards
the West is seen suspiciously by those ele-
ments.” But elements within the army
thought Musharraf was doing something
worse: Getting cosy with India. He survived
an assassination attempt.

Even then, Pakistan and India need to talk.
Some dialogue between the two countriesis
on. Ramesh Kumar Vankwani, a Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf Member of the National
Assembly, was recently in India for the
Kumbh Mela. He met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj. The Pakistani daily Express
Tribune reported him as saying: “I have com-
municated a positive note to the Indian lead-
ers and I hope there will now be a change in

their behaviour.” (See also ‘A Hindu in
Pakistan’ IE, January 19).

The world is neither with India nor with
Pakistan as it asks them to stop escalating
their quarrel after the Pulwama tragedy.
While not defending India over its violation
of the Line of Control, it keeps reminding
Pakistan about its “covert war” outfits like
JeM and Lashkar-e-Taiba. This is something
that Pakistani TV shows too have started dis-
cussing. On February 7, for instance, Dawn
TV anchor Meher Bokhari, talked about the
Paris-based Forward Action Task Force’s
(FATF) stricture on Pakistan for “not doing
enough” against its “terrorists”.

India and Pakistan, though, must avoid dis-
cussing Kashmir. This is because there is al-
ways a stalemate with India demanding that
Pakistanlet up on cross-border terrorismand
Pakistaninsisting on talking about all items of
disagreement, “including Kashmir”. Such
peace pantomime has not worked and will
not work. The two must seriously think of
“normalising”, that s, allowing “connectivity”
under SAARC through free trade and free
movement of goods and traffic. India should
be given a road through Pakistan to another
SAARC member, Afghanistan, and onwards to
Central Asia. The project started by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee must be carried to its conclusion —
to give the people of South Asia a chance to
live in peace.

The writer is consulting editor,
Newsweek Pakistan
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STOP ARMS TO PAK

WITHOUT MINCING WORDS India has told
America that if it supplies arms to Pakistan,
it will provoke anti-US reaction in the coun-
try. More forthcoming than the prime min-
ister and the foreign minister during their
talks with the US deputy secretary of state,
Warren Christopher, was the foreign secre-
tary, Jagat Mehta. He reportedly told the vis-
iting official that the question was not that
of quantum of arms but of principal and once
the US violated it, the basic understanding
between the two would be shattered.
Christopher did not promise that America
would not supply arms to Pakistan. All he re-
portedly said was that the supply would be

confined to small arms.

INDO-US DEADLOCK

INDIA HAS SUGGESTED to the United States
that any American legislation on the ques-
tion of supplies of nuclear fuel should apply
to future agreements and not to contractual
obligations undertaken by the US adminis-
tration in the past. This suggestion is under-
stood to have been made to the US delega-
tion led by the US deputy secretary of state,
Warren Christopher. At the two-day talks
that concluded on March 1, the question of
nuclear fuel supplies figured prominently
but it appears that neither side seems to be
budging from its position. The US delegation

insisted on India accepting the safeguards,
New Delhi insisted that it could not accept
any discriminatory conditions.

CHINA-VIETNAM TALKS
THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT sent an official
note to the Viethamese embassy in Peking
proposing that the two countries hold talks
“as soon as possible” to end their two-week
border conflict, Peking’s official Xinhua news
agency reported. Xinhua said China pro-
posed that both governments “appoint a
vice-minister of foreign affairs as a represen-
tative to meet at an early date at a mutually
agreed place for concrete negotiations” on
ending their current border conflict.
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Quota, old plus new

There are substantial inequalities even within Dalits. In addition to the 15 per cent quota,
the community should also have reservation based on socioeconomic criteria

HRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT
AND KALATYARASAN A

RESERVATIONS ARE SOMETIMES criticised
ina constructive manner by analysts who ar-
gue that quotas are cornered by a few jatis at
the expense of those who “really need them”.
Among Dalits, the Jatavs of Uttar Pradesh and
the Mahars of Maharashtra have been tar-
geted by such critiques. The India Human
Development Survey, and its last two rounds
of 2004-05 and 2011-12, helps us assess the
limitations of such a discourse which, usu-
ally, does not rely on any solid data.

In terms of their annual per capita mean
income (APCMI), Jatavs are not at all doing
better than other important Dalit jatis of UP:
They earned only Rs 6,135 ayearin 2011-12,
against Rs 6,643 for the Pasis and Rs 9,077 for
the Dhobis. Interestingly, the APCMI of the
Jatavs had increased by 125 per cent between
2004-05 and 2011-12, whereas that of the
Pasis has jumped by 162 per cent and that of
the Dhobis by 198 per cent.

Despite this increase, Dalits, with an av-
erage mean income of Rs 6,847 in 2011-12,
continued to lag far behind all the other
caste groups, including Brahmins (Rs
15,497) and Yadavs (Rs 12,271), something
which may complicate the relations be-
tween the BSP and SP. The only Hindu jatis
earning less than the average Dalits were
the Lodhis and the Gaderias.

Jatavs did not do that well economically in
spite of amarginal advantage in terms of ed-
ucation: In 2011-12, 2.5 per cent of them
were graduates, when graduates represented
only 0.5 per cent of the Pasis and 0.6 per cent
of the Dhobis. Jatavs lagged behind other
Dalit jatis from the point of view of their
APCMI despite their comparatively higher
access to the salariat: More than 10 per cent
of Jatavs had a salaried jobin 2011-12, against
6.6 per cent of the Pasis and 4.5 per cent of
the Dhobis. Note that, in contrast, more than
10 per cent of upper castes have graduated
inUP and more than 22 per cent of Brahmins
were part of the salariat.

We can explain the Jatav paradox by fac-
toring in the class element: Jatavs are po-
larised, with, on the one hand, an elite group
enjoying a good education as well as govern-
ment jobs, and on the other hand, a mass of
poor. Indeed, no Dalit jati counts so many agri-
culturallabourersin their midstin 2011-12 (63
per cent, against 34 per cent among Dhobis).
As a result, among the Jatavs, the poorest 20
per cent earned 10 times less than the richest
20 per cent (Rs 2,745 against Rs 26,363).

The situation of the Dalits of Maharashtra
is not very different. Certainly, Mahars were
more affluent than Mangs and Chambhars
in 2011-12: Their APCMI was Rs 27,177 (and
even Rs 31,241 in the case of the Buddhists)
when it had reached only Rs 25,274 in the
case of the Chambhars and Rs 23,070 in the
case of the Mangs. But this gapis not so large,
whereas Mahars continued to lag behind
Brahmins (Rs 44,638) and Marathas (Rs
37,255). The rather limited gap between Dalit
jatis in Maharashtra is mirrored in similar
levels of education too: About 5 per cent of

the members of the three jatis — with very
minor variations — have graduated (com-
pared to 26 per cent among Brahmins).

Similarly, the percentage of salaried peo-
ple among these three jatis was rather ho-
mogenous, ranging from 22 per cent
(Chambbhars) to 28 per cent (Mahars). In con-
trast, more than 54 per cent of Brahmins
were part of the salariat.

These data do not allow the neutral ob-
server to argue that Mahars have been the
only or even the main beneficiaries of reser-
vations for Scheduled Castes: All Dalits have
gained something. If among the winners,
some have been more equal than others, itis
in terms of class. Among the Mahars, for in-
stance, the socioeconomic differentiation is
as pronounced as among the Jatavs. Here
again, the richest 20 per cent earned 10 times
more than the poorest 20 per cent (Rs 68,401
against Rs 7,254). These inequalities have
something to do with occupation as all
Mahars are not employees of the public sec-
tor, far from that: More than 44 per cent of
them are still daily labourers.

A few lessons can be drawn from these
data. First, to be a Dalit in UP and to be a Dalit
inMaharashtrais not the same thing in terms
of income, education and occupation. Second,
Dalits are not catching up yet — far from that
— even if the growth rate of their APCMI is
among the highest. It was more than 200 per
cent between 2004-05 and 2011-12 — a
record — but Mahars were still earning 40 per
cent less than the Brahmins of Maharashtra
and 27 per cent less than the Marathas.

Third, the socioeconomic differentiation
within the Dalit jatis is as pronounced as in
other caste groups (see our article, ‘Anxieties
of the dominant’, IE, January 3, 2018).
Therefore, it is wrong to assume that those
who need access to reservations because
they continue to remain at the bottom of the
pyramid for generations will get it if jati-
based sub-quotas were introduced, as was
recommended recently in a report commis-
sioned by the UP government (‘Quota and
bad faith’, IE, February 8). In the case of the
Dalits, this would mean, for instance, that
Jatavs and Mahars would not have access to

The ‘creamy layer’ formula
— which relies on class-
related criteria— would not
do either because of the
stigma still associated with
untouchability. Surveys
shown that when the same
CV was sent to a potential
employer in response to a call
for applications, those with a
Brahmin name were much
more susceptible to result in
a job talk/interview,
compared to the CV bearing
a Dalit name — which
generated a large number of
negative responses (or no
reply at all). Indeed, in
institutions where there is
no reservation for SCs (the
judiciary, Rajya Sabha, etc.),
Dalits remain massively
under-represented.

CR Sasikumar

the 15 per cent quotas, but only to a sub-
quotareserved to them. That would not help
the poorest among the Jatavs and the Mahars
who, on the contrary, would have to com-
pete with the middle class of their caste
group for a smaller number of positions. To
address the problems of the most disadvan-
taged, a class element has to be taken into
account within each jati.

But the “creamy layer” formula — which
relies on class-related criteria — would not
do either because of the stigma still associ-
ated with untouchability. Surveys show that
when the same CV was sent to a potential
employer in response to a call for applica-
tions, those with a Brahmin name were
much more likely to result in a call for job
talk/interview, compared to the CV bearing
a Dalit name — which generated a large
number of negative responses (or no reply
atall). Indeed, in institutions where there is
no reservation for SCs (the judiciary, Rajya
Sabha, etc.), Dalits remain massively under-
represented despite the fact that they have,
in their ranks, a large number of people with
the required diplomas and skills.

By validating the 10 per cent quota for
the “general category”, the Supreme Court
has unintentionally opened a window of
opportunity for revisiting the reservation
policy in favour of the needful Dalits. First,
this decision makes it possible to go beyond
the 50 per cent threshold (and not only in
Tamil Nadu anymore). Second, it legitimises
the use of socioeconomic criteria in the cre-
ation of reservations. In addition to the 15
per cent quota, that Dalits need to retain be-
cause of the stigma still affecting them, they
should also receive a quota based on socioe-
conomic criteria, since it isamong the Dalits
that the largest numbers of poor are still
found. This recommendation should apply
to Adivasis too.

Jaffrelot is senior research fellow at CERI-
Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris, professor of Indian
Politics and Sociology at King's India
Institute, London. Kalaiyarasan Ais assistant
professor at the Madras Institute of
Development Studies

Blue revolution that will be

Anew department and fresh policies have given a spurt to productivity of fish farms

TARUN SHRIDHAR

CREATING A SEPARATE department for fish-
eries in the Union government is a signifi-
cant step. Fisheries are the primary source
of livelihood for several communities. A
concentrated effort by an independent de-
partment could help the government
achieve its objective of doubling farmers’
income, provided its policies address the
challenge of sustainability.

India is the world’s second-largest fish
producer with exports worth more than Rs
47,000 crore. Fisheries are the country’s sin-
gle-largest agriculture export, with a growth
rate of 6 to 10 per cent in the past five years.
Its significance is underscored by the fact that
the growth rate of the farm sector in the
same period is around 2.5 per cent.

country has a comparative advantage in this
respect. It has a marine fisher population of
3.5 million; 10.5 million people are engaged
ininland fishery and fish farming. However,
the productivity in both sectors is low — in
terms of per fisher, per boat and per farm. In
Norway, a fisherman/farmer catches/pro-
duces 250 kg per day while the Indian aver-
age is four to five kg.

However, the performance of this sector
in India is impressive when one compares it
with the average growth of the fisheries sec-
tor all over the world. The Blue Revolution
scheme launched a few years ago seeks to
make fishery and aquaculture a viable and
rewarding vocation. The scheme adopted a
two-pronged approach: Sustainable capture
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trates on aquaculture — fish farming. The

mumtles The new National Policy on Marine

Fisheries, therefore, talks of introducing
deep-sea fishing vessels and assisting fish-
ing communities to convert their vessels and
gears for the waters beyond.

We, however, need to be cautious of
falling prey to the temptation of introducing
large-scale industrial fishing. We must fac-
tor in the sustainability challenges and ac-
knowledge that fishing is a primary liveli-
hood activity for a large number of
communities and individuals. The policies
framed by the new department should aim
atenhancing productivity, better returns and
increased incomes.

The policy envisages intensive fish farm-
ing through increased stocking of seed, bet-
ter feed quality and diversification of species.
Innovative practices such as re-circulatory
aquaculture system aim to realise the goal of
more crop per drop. As a result,the produc-
tivity of freshwater fish farms has gone up to
more than 3 metric tonnes per hectare from
the 2.5 tonnes per hectare. Productivity of
brackish water coastal aquaculture has
touched 10 to 12 metric tonnes per hectare —
a sharp increase from the previous two to
four tonnes per hectare. Thirty thousand
hectares have been added to the area under
fish farming. The government has invested
in hatcheries to meet the ever-increasing de-
mand for good quality fish seed. The expan-
sion of aquaculture would increase this de-
mand exponentially. Future policies must
prioritise seed production in order to attain
self-sufficiency in the sector.

The introduction of cage culture in reser-
voirs and other open water bodies has led to
an increase in output. Nearly 8,000 cages
have been installed and even though a cage
gives a modest yield of three tonnes of fish,
this translates into a more than 1,000 per
centincrease in productivity. This new prac-
tice gives freedom to fishermen from the risk
of traversing dangerous rivers and restricted
reservoirs.

Regular stocking of reservoirs and other
water bodies has resulted in a marked in-
crease in catch. Open sea cage culture is ata
pilot stage and the initial trials have given
promising results. This may prove another
game changer.

The investment of Rs 3,000 crore in the
Blue Revolution is being supplemented
through the Rs 7,523-crore Fisheries and
Aquaculture Infrastructure Development
Fund. This will meet the capital investment
requirement of this sector.

The new department will give undivided
attention to creating and strengthening infra-
structure facilities in marine and inland fish-
eries and give a boost to aquaculture and post-
harvest activities. The country should be
producing more than 15 million tonnes fish
by the end of 2019. It should be on its way to
become a hub for sustainable fish production.

The writer is secretary, Department of
Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries,
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare,

Government of India
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The most effective way to stabilise the Korean Peninsula is to push North

Korea and the US to move toward each other.”

—GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

The pillar stands

Indian statistical system can withstand
political pressures. Legislation and
public scrutiny can strengthen it further

P C MOHANAN

ONE UNFORTUNATE FALLOUT of the re-
cent controversy regarding the non-publi-
cation of the labour force survey report by
the National Sample Survey Organisation
has been the questions raised on the au-
tonomy and independence of the Indian
official statistical system. As reported in
this newspaper, the possibility of junking
the survey report in favour of more accept-
able numbers from other sources are being
explored. An objective understanding of
the official statistical system would dispel
many of the fears raised in this context, but
cannot overstate the need to further
strengthen the institutions.

The credibility of processed official statis-
tics require the government to stay at an
arms-length from the processes of data col-
lection, processing and dissemination. It is
in this context that the need for an inde-
pendent board or authority to manage na-
tional statistics is widely accepted. The heads
of the national statistical organisations are
thus treated differently from the usual civil
service appointments.

In countries like India, the statistical sys-
tem is horizontally and vertically decen-
tralised. At the Centre, there are
ministries/departments with departmental
statistical offices. The vertical decentralisa-
tion happens between Union and the states
— with the states having powers in some
sectors as per the division of responsibilities
listed in the Constitution. In this framework,
the statistical officers are part of the general
civil service and have to necessarily report
to the departmental secretaries who are an-
swerable to the concerned minister. Here, it
is not always possible for them to exercise
the kind of independence one would want
them to. The situation is somewhat miti-
gated by having acommon cadre of statisti-
cal personnel in all central government of-
fices. This ensures that the statistical officers
have on them a controlling influence out-
side the organisations where they work and
leads to better coordination among them.
We should be thankful to the foresight of the
post-Independence administration for these
simple administrative innovations.

Like in all other areas, a country with an
established tradition of producing official
statisticsis unlikely to be influenced by tran-
sient factors. The Indian statistical system
has enjoyed the reputation of being one of
the best among similarly-placed countries.
Indian statisticians have provided leader-
ship internationally and still occupy key po-
sitions in many international agencies and
many of them are actively involved in global
statistical networks. This would place a
moral responsibility on the official statisti-
cians of the country to live up to the stan-
dards set by their peers in international fora.

There are also strong links between users
and data producers in India with several
seminars organised by the Central Statistical
Office with the data-user community. There
are also sessions on official statistics during

like the Econometric Society or the Indian
Association for Research in Income and
Wealth. This has helped the system to un-
derstand user needs and the users to appre-
ciate the problems in data collection, increas-
ing the transparency of official data.

Aproactive media furthers a system that
is visible and answerable to the public. The
heightened media interest in official statis-
tics has grown with the expansion of both
print and visual media besides social media
in recent years. This healthy media interest
is encouraging.

One sure way of eliminating any bias to-
wards releasing or withholding of any spe-
cific official statistics or reports is to have
pre-announced data release dates and
strictly adhering to these dates. This is the
case with the release of key national indi-
cators like GDP, IIP, CPI, WP], trade data, etc.
However, in many cases like survey reports,
no such release dates are announced. This
provides an opportunity for the ruling
regime to decide on the release or with-
holding of reports or data.

Legislation guaranteeing the independ-
ence of statistical agencies is another way of
safeguarding the independence of official sta-
tistics. Such legislation has been recom-
mended by the UN to member countries.
Efforts to legislate the establishment of a
statutory statistical commission have not
borne fruitin our country. The government’s
reluctance to part with its control of statisti-
calinformation by creating statutory bodies
is easily understood, given the impact, such
information can have. Here the stature of the
head of statistical services — in this case the
position of the chief statistician — becomes
very important for the professional leader-
ship and integrity it can provide to the sys-
tem. Thisis a necessary but not sufficient con-
dition for the independence and autonomy
of official statistics. It is seen from experience
that in most similarly-placed independent
authorities, the government of the day has
always a dominant say in the decisions.

Reliance on independently-conducted
censuses and surveys to validate or question
statistics produced by administrative au-
thorities from their records have been part of
the Indian system. Census and surveys are
generally transparent exercises using
widely-accepted concepts and definitions
involving non-governmental experts in their
design. Administrative records are not usu-
ally available for public scrutiny and the sta-
tistics compiled from them do not have the
same technical rigour. Very little is known
about the point of data generation and the
manner in which the instructions are under-
stood or followed at the primary level. Many
times, small changes in the procedures or
coverage affect the comparability of such
data. Where the data are used to assess the
achievements of targets assigned to the im-
plementing entities, it is possible that such
data gets compromised. The strong tradition
of independent statistical surveys and cen-
suses has helped provide alternative narra-
tives in the Indian context.

The pillars on which the statistical sys-
tem in India stand are very strong and can
withstand efforts to tilt it in any direction.
The public and media interest in the cur-
rent discussions on the autonomy of Indian
official statistics is a very encouraging de-
velopment.

The writer is former head of the National

annual conferences of professional bodies Statistical Commission
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
FORESTS AND PEOPLE
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘How to kill LETTER OF
aforest’, (IE, February 28) and the edito- THE W EEK
rial, ‘Forests rights, wrongs (IE, March
1). The traditional view of conservation WAR AND PEACE

of nature in protected areas by relocat-
ing forest dwellers has gone through a
transformation. Now the focus of con-
servation efforts is maintaining the nat-
ural world, where the living and the
non-living constituents coexist.
Traditional forest dwellers are part of
such a natural system. The forest rights
act tried to acknowledge these ecolog-
ical dynamics. One must be reminded
that the applicants are some of the
poorest of the poor.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

DIPLOMATIC VICTORY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Call for
calm’ (IE, February 28). In view of the
anguish against the terrorist attack in
Pulwama, there was an urgent for India
toretaliate. The government had prom-
ised such a response immediately after
the tragedy. India has shown restraint
all along. The overwhelming interna-
tional support for India’s position is a
diplomatic victory for the country. The
IAF had resrticted its offensive to a
“non-military pre-emptive one”.On the
contrary, in the name of retaliation,
Pakistani aircraft crossed into Indian
airspace with the intention of destroy-
ing military installations near the bor-
der. Peace between the two nations will
be viable only when both respect each

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘The day after’ (IE, February 28).
The editorial is right in stating
that our TV warriors should ex-
ercise some restraint. It’s very
easy to shout and raise slogans
in TV studios. It is shocking that
war strategies are being dis-
cussed on television. Let army
generals take decisions about
the prevailing situation One can-
not be a patriotic by mere lip
service.

Hitesh Parmar, Rajkot

other’s concerns.
Chanchal Nandy, Burdwan

FORCES MATTER

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Staring at
astalemate’ (IE, February 25).I disagree
with the assertion that “India’s conven-
tional military superiority is question-
able”. According to Global Firepower
2018, India has the fourth-most pow-
erful military in the world, whereas
Pakistan ranks 17th. Diplomatically,
Pakistan would be isolated but for
China. And it harbours terrorists.

Kirit Trivedi, Ahmedabad
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New norms for poll aspirants
a vote for accountability

Govt does well to ask for stricter disclosure on
I-T returns, mandatory PAN disclosure

HE GOVERNMENT DID well to accept the Election Commission of India’s

(ECI’s)recommendation that candidates contesting elections must mandato-

rily file their income tax (I-T) returns of the preceding five years and details of

offshore assets at the time of filing nomination papers. The new disclosure
norms will not only apply to the candidate, but also extend to the spouse and depen-
dents—in case the candidate is a coparcener in a Hindu Undivided Family, such details
willberequired of everymember.Thisisa sea-change from the norms earlier,underwhich
candidates were required to submit I-T returns details (self, spouse and dependents) for
onlythe previousyear.Although theywere required under the lawto give PAN details self,
spouse and dependents),most didn’t provide these; the new norms require that these
detailsbe provided,and,if thereisno PAN allotted, this be explicitly mentioned.The gov-
ernment approved the new norms at the behest of the ECI, since these would make the
scrutiny of candidates’income-history by the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) eas-
ier. CBDT already scrutinises cases referred to it by the ECI, mostly where the contesting
candidate’s assets have seen a phenomenal increase since the last election,where PAN is
not disclosed but a candidate’s movable assets total over X5 crore and where the candi-
date’s newmovable assets,compared to the last election,is more than X2 crore.

The new norms will bring in a greater degree of transparency and accountability,
especiallyin caseswhere thejumpinassets of anincumbent seeking re-electionis sig-
nificant. Separate analyses by the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) show
that,in the Karnatakaassembly pollslastyear,theaverageassets of 184 MLAs seeking
re-election had grown by 649% during the previous term of the assembly; in Madhya
Pradesh, 65 of the 230 MLAs elected in 201 3,whowerealso the members of the assem-
bly in its previous term, saw their average assets grow by 300%, from ¥1.92 crore in
2008 to %5.59 crore in 2013. Similarly, the average assets of each of the 43 MLAs in
Arunachal Pradesh,whowon in 2004 and re-contested in 2009, rose from I1.1 crore
toX2.4 crore—by 2014, it had risen to ¥6.54 crore.

Thus, the new disclosure norms—covering five years preceding an election—should
make it hard for a candidate to hide any ill-gotten wealth. This will help the electorate
keepacheckonitsrepresentativesand howtheyare guided in theirlaw-making function,
especiallywherea quid proquoinvolvingvested interestsis concerned.It willalso help par-
ties check for secretly renegade affiliates. While the CBDT and ECI are mulling overways
to make the information on the former’s scrutiny of cases referred by the ECI public, I-T
returns disclosure as a part of the nomination process will empower voters to question
representativesand seekaccountability. The government should nowmove on the other
major recommendation made by the ECI, that of making “filing of false affidavit”a cor-
rupt practice under the Representation of People Act—this would lead to the disqualifi-
cation of the candidate and a bar on her contesting for a period of six years. This is an
important recommendation since falsification of facts in the affidavit reflects not just
moral ineptitude to hold public office, but also could have serious legal implications.

Attack on the Aravallis

SC does well to stall Haryana’s land amendments

IVEN HOW CAUSTIC the Supreme Court was in its order to the Haryana

government tonotimplementtheamendmentsthelatterrecentlymadeto

the Punjab Land Preservation Act, or PLPA, it is clear that the amendments

wereamistake tobegin with.Theywould have opened up thousands of acres
of theAravallis toactivitieslike miningand construction,with seriousimplications forthe
environmentin theregion. Theywould havealso, retrospectively,legitimisedillegal con-
structionin thearea—the Supreme Court,in Septemberlastyear,had ordered the demo-
lition of construction after 1992 in areas recognised as ‘forest’ under the PLPA in
Haryana—including the infamous Kant Enclave project,and over 100 farmhouses and
banquet hallsbuilt on forestland.Not onlyare the Aravallisimportant forbiodiversity, they
are also important for pollution control in the national capital region. But,going by how
successive governments in Haryana have viewed the Aravalli question so far—while the
state forest department has tried to get the Aravallis classified as forests, the town and
planning department has resisted this—it is unlikely that the the amendments will be
junked without exhausting all legal options.

In 2009, the Supreme Court extended its 2004 ban on mining in notified areas of
theAravallistoanadditional 448 sq km spread across Faridabad, Gurugram and Mewat
districts of Haryana. But the ban did little to curb illegal mining and construction. In
2017, Bharti Land felled over 7,000 trees for a real estate project in the Aravallis in
Faridabad,though the entire range hasbeen classified asa Natural Conservation Zone
while the Kant Enclave stands over 440 acres of forest land. Such destruction of the
Aravallis has happened with impunity because Haryana has dragged its feet on noti-
fying large swathes of the Aravallis under its jurisdiction as forest area. Though the
notification of forest area has to happen under the Forest Conservation Act—which
superseded the 1927 Forest Act—PLPAlands could not be classified as forests because
they have been traditionally owned by panchayats. Environmentalists have argued in
the the Supreme Court fordecades that the PLPAland should be notified as“protected”
or“reserve”forestssince theyarejustasecologically significantand sensitive.In 1996,
the Supreme Court ordered all state governments to identify forests in their jurisdic-
tion; though,underthe PLPA, 25,000 hectares in Haryanaareidentified as forests, the
Haryana government’s response tothe SC ordermanaged to keep over 12,000 hectares
out of notification as forests. Given the SC, in its September 2018 order, had main-
tained that the land notified by Haryana under PLPA “must be treated as forest and
forestland”,the amendments would have stripped away the last vestige of protection
forthevulnerable Aravallisin Haryana.In the September order, the SC delivered a sting-
ing censure of the Haryana government,saying,“The rule of law seems to have broken
downin Haryana” Itisunfortunate that the state should have thought that defanging
thelawwas the appropriate response.

SilentSufferers

Lancet’s study reveals the undiagnosed childhood cancer
epidemic and calls for urgent institutional action

WINGTO BARRIERS of access and referral in health systems, nearlyonein

two children with cancer worldwide are never diagnosed and are likely to

die untreated, reveals an analysis of childhood cancer cases in 200 coun-

tries. The study, published in The Lancet Oncology journal, estimates that
therearealmost fourlakh new cases of childhood cancerannually,while current records
count only around two lakh. According to the team from Harvard University that con-
ducted the study, 929% of all new cases occur in low- and middle-income countries, a
higher proportion than previously thought. The model used by the team suggests there
were an estimated 397,000 cases of cancer worldwide in 2015 among those aged up to
14,and onlyanestimated 224,000 children were diagnosed, meaning 43% of caseswere
missed. While only 3% of childhood cancer cases in western Europe and North America
are thought to have been missed in 2015, the study estimated a high 49% incidence of
such misses in south Asiaand 57% in western Africa.

With the disease having the capacitytoreduce thelife years of a child and harming her
growthintheearly-ageyears—the timespaninwhicha personis mostlikelytobe engaged
in acquiring education which marks the defining period of her physical growth—the
group of researchers haverightly called for global healthcareleaders and policymakers to
stepupintervention to make detection morewidespread and prevent the cancerburden
from growing. While the problem of undiagnosed cancer cases is acute in undeveloped
and undernourished economies,where appropriate healthcare is often missing, the cri-
sisis further compounded by the fact that endemic diseases like TB or malaria oftenlead
todoctors misdiagnosing canceraswell. The study thus highlights the need fora strength-
ening of the institutionalisation of cancer detection and treatment, making it more
affordable and accessible to all,as well as greater and more accurate reporting of cancer
cases through investments in national cancer registries—data stacks that not only give
us the number of cancer patients but also allow us to track their treatment progress.

TRACK RECORD

(2 WHAT DRIVES TERRORISM

Sushma Swaraj, minister of external affairs

Terrorism and extremism bear different names and
labels. It uses diverse causes. But in each case, it is
driven by distortion of religion, and a misguided belief
in its power to succeed

FOR THE FIVE-YEAR TERM OF THE BJP-LED NDA, INDIA'S GDP IS ESTIMATED TO GROW BY OVER
/76 LAKH CRORE, WITH A RELATIVELY LOWER INFLATION, FISCAL DEFICIT, AND CAD

How Modi is

transtorming

RIME MINISTER NAREN-
DRA Modi’s BJP-led NDA
government completes five
years in May 2019. During
this time, the government
deployed manyunique developmentand
governance models thataresignificantly
different from past governments. These
models have had a positive impact on
India’s citizens and its economy and def-
initely merit a detailed study that future
governments canbuild upon.India today
is the fastest growing major economy in
theworld.In 2018, oureconomy reached
a formidable GDP of $2.6 trillion and
shows promise of hitting the $10 trillion
markby 2030!The Modi government has
undoubtedly accelerated the trend
towards that target with multipronged
policies and focused investments.

Equallyimportant, this government
has done more than any other govern-
ment in the recent past to tackle India’s
biggest challenge—ensuring every
Indian hasaccess to the bare necessities
of life. Significant strides were made
towards ensuringahomeforall citizens,
food on their table, water in the tap,
dependable power,atoilet in the house,
a gas stove for cooking, a road to reach
their homes, education for their chil-
dren, a bank account with government
benefits credited by Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT),a mobile phone with an
affordable data plan,medicalinsurance
through Ayushman Bharat and the
increasing availability of jobs coupled
with greater economic opportunitiesin
a fast-growing low-inflation economy!
By 2022, these measures will provide a
solid foundation for more rapid growth
along with an improved quality of life
that we, as a society, must ensure for all
our citizens. Jio has dramatically
enhanced access to data forIndia.Today,
all Indians enjoy unlimited access to
dataatalow cost of 100 per month. At
an average consumption of 11 GB per
month per person, India is the largest
consumer of cellular data globally. The
Stand Up India and Mudra loan pro-
grammes,along with the Jan Dhan pro-
gramme, have dramatically enhanced
access to credit for all sections. DBT has
reinvigorated the modalities of govern-
ment benefits and reduced leakages.
These are tremendous initiatives that
will have an avalanche effect in cata-
pulting the productive participation of
hundreds of millions of beneficiaries
into the mainstream economy.

Back to economics, reforms in taxa-
tion through the GST system have cre-
ated a single national market for goods
and services for the first time in India.
Bringing together 29 statesand 7 Union
territories into a single system in under
five years is a remarkable achievement!
The few technical glitches that were
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Chairman, Aarin Capital Partners

encountered in the beginning have
since been ironed out and the protests
against GST were mainly by small
traders against having to come under
the tax net.Tax evasion by unscrupulous
importers has successfullybeen tackled
by levying GST on every import and
making this a credit on further sales.
This has driven immensely beneficial
feed-forward effects, with overall indi-
rect taxes coming down and increased
formalisation in businesses across ver-
ticals. For the first time, the honest tax-
payerhasbenefittedwith areductionin
taxes, increased ability to compete,
lower costs and greater ease of doing
business.
The IBC-bankruptcy

has come to recognise, respect,and par-
ticipate in. The Make in India Pro-
gramme, particularly mobiles, and a
focus on defence manufacturing by
Indian companies will change the

growth trajectory of Indian industry.
Prime minister Modi has personally
reviewed project execution in infra-
structure, resulting in accelerated pro-
ject completion, eliminating friction in
the implementation of older projects,
and improving overall efficiencies, pre-
venting more cost increases and time
delays. Many large construction and
infrastructure companies thatare capa-
ble of executing larger projects have
been created. The massive spending on
irrigation projects has

laws have made many w————————— increased reliable water

crony capitalists pay back
their loans and divested
many of their companies.
For the first time in our
history, we are seeing
many who looted our

The five-year
period has also
seen increased higher

infra development

supplies to our farmers.
Reforms in farming
through e-NAM and
procurement
prices have improved the
flow of money into the

banks taken to bank- Withinvestmentsin farmingsector.Therecent

ruptcy with a recovery of
around 45%.Phone bank-
ing has become a phe-
nomenon of the past.

roads, ports,
railways, airports,
and waterways

income scheme of ¥6,000
per annum by DBT is a
game changerforfarmers,
with more to come. The

Banks were forced t0 m—S————————————sw PM’s personal involve-

recognise their bad loans

and recapitalised. This five-year period
has also seen an increased focus on
infrastructure development with tar-
getted investments in roads, ports, rail-
ways, airports, waterways, and more.
Road transportation is getting better
every day, with increased transit speeds
and capacity for larger freight vehicles
bringing down logistical costs. With an
unprecedented investment in railways,
eliminating unmanned crossings,
increasingaverage speeds,modernising
stations, and improving passenger
safety and comfort are becoming reali-
tiesall over India.The aviation sectorhas
been a global success with double-digit
growth overnearly 60 months enabling
every Indian to flyata lower cost. More-
over, with GST, supply chain costs have
reduced, resulting in shorter times to
market,decreased wearand tear of vehi-
cles, better fuel utilisation, and so on.
These focused investments contribute
to making Indian business more com-
petitive.India’s economyisvisibly trans-
forming intoamore productive and effi-
cient engine of growth that the world

ment and extremely hard
work has undoubtedly boosted the
probability of success.No other country
has managed such a massive change in
such a short time as India has. Irrespec-
tive of your political affiliations, it is
undeniable that these are a deeply
impactful array of positive develop-
ments for our country.

For the five-year term of the BJP-led
NDA, India’s GDP is estimated to grow
by over X76 lakh crore,with lower infla-
tion, lower fiscal deficit,and lower CAD
all implying a higher quality of growth.
Conversely, the previous five years under
Congress-led UPA consistently had a
high fiscal deficit, high inflation and
high CAD, rocking the very foundations
of our economy. Latest data shows both
savings rate and investment rate
steadily increasing, thereby allaying
fears of any declines. Contrary to false
narratives, the private sectorinvestment
rate hasheld up remarkablywell during
thelast five years,between 2014-2019.
FDIhasalsoincreased dramatically over
thefiveyears,aconsequence of renewed
confidence in our economy by overseas

[ndia’s economy just fell in with bad crowd

Not only is growth slowing, but like other
emerging—and fully emerged—marKkets, inflation is
basically nowhere. That opens up space for the
central bank which means more interest rate cuts
and fiscal priming ahead of the national elections

INDIA ISN'T KEEPING the best com-
pany. When Reserve Bank of India
officials reviewed the global economy
at February’s meeting, they ticked off
a list of major emerging markets that
had struggled: China, Russia, Brazil
and South Africa all got a must-do-
better grade. Disappointing numbers
released Thursday mean policymak-
ers can add one closer to home: India
itself.

Gross domestic product rose 6.6%
in the final three months of last year,
down from 7% in the third quarter
and 8% in the period before that.

It is not the figure per se; the miss
versus economists’ estimates was
insignificant.Itis that India should be
doing better with the avowedly pro-
business government of Narendra
Modi wrapping up a five-year term.
(No ruling party, anywhere, wants a
slowdown heading into an election).

The downdraft will likely last
through midyear. At that point, lower
interest rates will start to kick in and
the expansion can pick up a bit. The
Reserve Bank cut borrowing costsina
surprise move at its February 5-7
meeting. It is clear from the minutes,
released last week, that the Monetary
Policy Committee was on to

something.

That is generally what you expect
to happen, given lags between policy
decisions and effects on the ground.
But it is worth taking a step back and
asking: Is this performance the kind
of thing that propels a country to
superpower status?

Not onlyis growth slowing, but like
otheremerging—and fullyemerged—
markets, inflation is basically
nowhere. Nowhere,and receding.That
opens up space for central banks, for
sure. You also have to ask whether
these places have lost some of the key
qualities that used to define emerging
markets: high growth, relative to the
West, and high inflation. They are
looking more normal, or at least less
abnormal.

China, the Asian country with
which India is most commonly com-
pared, is also in the growth doldrums
at the moment. That torpor comes
within the long-term context of GDP
growth slowing from the double-digit
years of the aughts. China’s expansion
touched 15% in 2007. India hasn’t
come anywhere close.

Not that gangbuster economies are
always good. China’s economy has its
flaws. Much of the reason the country
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hasn’t gone open-slatherin monetary
easing hasbeen awariness tobuild up
too much debt. The People’s Bank of
China is still trying to deal with the
aftermath of previous stimulus
efforts.

When it comes to the institutional
framework, there are obviously mas-
sive differences between India and
China. Any leader in India must con-
tend with Parliament, the courts and
state governments. Also known as
democracy. That limits how quickly
stuff can get done. It can also save
politicians from serious mistakes.
China has competing interests and
constituenciesaswell,butitis not the
same sport,let alone ballpark.

Sowhere does thisleave India right
now? More interest rate cuts and fis-
cal priming ahead of national elec-
tions in the next few months. It is not
hard to seearatereduction before the
next scheduled RBI meeting in April.
Inthat sense,the datais movingin the
committee’s favour.

Meanwhile,India is firmlya mem-
ber of the ‘Club EM’. For good orill.

This column does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the editorial board
or Bloomberg LP and its owners.

India

investors. Globally, India’s stock is high
due to the massive diplomatic efforts
which have deepened our relations
across countries with increased respect
forIndia and Indians.

Digital India and Start Up India pro-
grammes of PM Modi have been a mas-
terstroke. Over $40 billion of invest-
menthascomeinoverthelast fiveyears
into start-ups, creating 26 unicorns, 31
soonicorns, 7 lakh jobs and radically
changing India, making it the third-
largest start-up ecosystem globally. The
$1.5 billion SIDBI Start-up Fund of
Funds, several policy initiatives to pro-
mote start-ups, and the recognition of
start-up founders nationally have
infused new energy into this sector.

Job creation hasbeen a major success
of thisgovernment, contraryto the false
narratives by biased economists and
some politicians. For the first time, job
creation was incentivised through the
government paying the employer’s
share of EPF for new jobs in a country
which always incentivised capital and
disincentivised jobs. The EPFO and ESI
data overthelast five years clearly show
a massive increase in formal employ-
ment by over 2 crore. The burgeoning
transport sector, evidenced by an
increased sale of vehicles, has created
over 1.5 crorejobs over 5 years.NPS data
shows over 35 lakh new jobs being
added in the last five years in the state
and Union governments. Income tax
data on employmentin the professional
sector shows over 40 lakh jobs. These 4
sources alone show over 4.25 crore jobs
being created over the last five years. If
we add otheravailable job creation data
sources,we can safely see the creation of
wellover 5 crorejobsacross India,under
PM Modi.

In terms of governance, the BJP-led
NDA has an exceptional track record.
Therehavebeenno corruption scandalsin
the Central government over the last five
years despite efforts by the Opposition to
manufacture one with the Rafale deal,
whichlacked evidence.Transparencyand
openness have been a highlight for gov-
ernment contracts. Ease of business has
been enhanced with India going up in
global rankings. No longer does business
gotoNewDelhi toinfluence policy! Many
new programmes to foster growth have
beeninstitutionalised.The onebigfailure
hasbeen theincreasein tax terrorism.Tax
disputes and amountslocked up doubled
over the five years!

Sowhat of the future? Indiaand Indi-
ans look forward to the future with a
renewed sense of optimism. From the
gloom of the UPA-2 erawhich sawhuge
corruption and massive economic
underperformance,the NDA under PM
Modi has indeed transformed India,
ensuring a brighter future forall of us.

LETTERSTO

THE EDITOR

The homecoming

The release of IAF pilot Wing
Commander Abhinandan Varthaman
by Pakistan came as a great relief.
This gesture marked a major
breakthrough in efforts to de-
escalate the military tensions along
the border and demonstrated
Pakistan's desire for detente. If
nothing else, it has certainly opened
the door, at least slightly, for
diplomacy which, needless to say, is
better than war. We cannot spurn the
offer of talks by Imran Khan without
appearing to be uninterested in the
normalisation of relations and the
much-needed peace in the region. It
was encouraging that Sushma Swaraj
acknowledged at the OIC summit in
Abu Dhabi that '‘military action is just
not enough'. Dealing with the causes
of terrorism is no less important than
combating terrorism

— G David Milton, Maruthancode

Expansion of RTI

Central government should put all
Public-Private-Partnerships (PPPs),
sports bodies, cooperative societies
and other such bodies affecting lives
of millions directly under RTI Act to
effectively check massive misuse of
public funds by their office bearers. It
is necessary because all such bodies
approach High Courts to obtain ex-
party stay orders on CIC verdicts
declaring them under RTI Act

— Madhu Agrawal, Delhi
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Helping young Indian entrepreneurs

While efforts to improve business environment, reduce
corruption, and increase efficiency of public spending are
important, they are no substitute for investment in
physical and human infrastructure

EJAZ |
GHANI @'J-ﬂ

~ Lead economist
at the World Bank

NTREPRENEURSHIP HAS
ATTRACTED a great deal of
attention from the policy-mak-
ers,givenitsimportance to eco-
nomic growth,job creation,and
development. There is strong evidence
that start-ups provide strong founda-
tions for macroeconomic stability, create
jobs, enhance productivity growth,
reduce poverty, support climate change
agenda,and much more.
Multiple studies have examined the

entrepreneurship at the district level.
The list of local traits selected is com-
prehensive including demographics,
education, quality of local physical
infrastructure, access or travel time to
major Indian cities, stringency of labor
laws, and household banking condi-
tions. We also examined other drivers
of entrepreneurship including a dis-
trict’s caste population, conflict, trade
levels, and general development levels
(leading/lagging designations at the
state and district level). Several studies
on the US have linked entrepreneur-
ship to education and skill levels, given
that entrepreneurship requires a
degree of creativity and handling of
many tasks, which education prepares
one for.But physical infrastructureisas
important. Basic services like electric-
ity are essential for all businesses, but
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| to connect to shipping routes. While

India's industrialisation and urbanisa-
tion grew together in the 1990s, the
two trends have now dispersed, as
new entrants are attracted toless dense
districts.

Are the drivers of entrepreneurship
rates in small enterprises different? Yes.
First, local population and market size
plays a much greater role in the unor-
ganised sectorthanin the organised sec-
tor. Unorganised manufacturing con-
forms more closely to the overall
contours of India’s economic geography.
The other two district traits that are
associated with strong entry rates in
the unorganised sector are the
strength of local physical infra-
structure and the strength of
local household banking

environment. This con-
%‘ trasts with organised

v/ manufacturing entry,
where education stands
out.An intuitive explana-
tion is that these patterns
and their differences reflect
the factors on which each

Entrepreneurship and the Indian
dream of more jobs and
development go hand in hand.
Entry of new and young firms is
low, but starting to improve,
and further growth in
entrepreneurship is an
important stepping stone for
India's development

to computers, motor vehicles, fabricated
metal products, and machinery and
equipment. In the service sector, female
ownership rates in major cities tend tobe
higher.Among service industries,female
ownership shares exceed 30% in indus-
triesrelated to sanitation and education.
The states with the highest female ser-
vice sector ownership rates are Kerala
and Tamil Nadu,and the lowest rates are
marked for Bihar and Uttar Pradesh.

A better infrastructure and higher
female-to-male ratio are most important

links between entrepreneurship and new entrants, especially in the unor- sector depends most. drivers of women entrepreneurship.
growth in developed countries, but this ganised sector, are particularly depen- Organised manufacturing Transport infrastructure and paved
work is still scanty for developing coun- dent upon local infrastructure.We also establishments have roads playan importantrole.In addition,

tries, which has restricted the effective-
ness of public policies.Whyare entrepre-
neurship rates—entry of new and young
firms—low in the developing world? Do
entrepreneurship rates differ across
industries, organised and unorganised
sectors,and across gender? What are the
similarities and differences between
India and the US? Is India’s entrepre-
neurship rate good enough to achieve
double-digit growth rates,and create 10
million newworkers every year, to bene-
fit from its demographic dividend and
young population?

We examined drivers of entrepre-
neurship rates in 20 major states,which
account for more than 90% of employ-
ment in manufacturing and services
sectors—see Ejaz Ghani, William Kerr,
Stephen D.O’Connell, Spatial Determi-
nants of Entrepreneurship in India (Har-
vard ). Many studies have devoted
attention to national attitudes to
explain the variation in entrepreneur-
ship across countries. But there are also
significant differences in levels of
entrepreneurship within individual
countries. Given the disproportionate
degree to which Indian entrepreneurs
locate businesses in their home areas,
we focused on the local area traits of

examined other factors including a dis-
trict’s caste population, conflict, trade
levels, and general development levels
(leading/lagging designations at the
state and district level).

India has historically been a nation
of great entrepreneurs. But India’s
entrepreneurship rate is low compared
to other countries at a similar stage of
development,although it is improving.
Entrepreneurship entry rates are a lot
higher in services at 20% compared to
manufacturing at 15%. Several enter-
prise surveys have shown that the new
firm density—new enterprises created
per 1,000 working age (16-64 years)
individuals—in India is dismally low,
and we create 288 times fewer number
of corporations per 1,000 working age
individuals compared to Hong Kong.

What explains low entrepreneur-
ship rates in India? Two factors stand
out as discouraging entrepreneurship
in organised manufacturing: high pop-
ulation density and greater distance to
the ten biggest cities. While manufac-
turers avoid the high costs of urban
areas, they also avoid the most remote
areas of India in favor of settings that
are relatively near to large population
centres to access customers directly or

ILLUSTRATION: ROHNIT PHORE

broader resources that
reduce dependency on
local physical infrastructure and house-
hold finance. Likewise, the unorganised
sector depends less on educated workers
than the organised sector. The strength
of the household banking sector is very
important for the unorganised sector.
India’s entrepreneurship strength is
in small enterprises. They account for
over 95% of establishments and 80% of

| employment in the manufacturing sec-

tor. They have also become much more
productive. A great deal of job growth in
the manufacturing sector has come in
the form of small establishments in the
tradable sector, while small enterprises
have contracted in the non-tradable sec-
tor. This suggests that the growth in
traded industries in India, unlike in
China, is not due to plants achieving
larger economies of scale, and shipping
goods atadistance,asis often imagined.
Instead, global supply chains have inte-
grated small enterprises in India.

What about women headed enter-
prises? The share of women-headed
enterprises hasincreased in small enter-
prises, but entrepreneurship rates are
still low. Female enterprise ownership

| sharesare 29 orlessin industries related

betterelectricityand wateraccess reduce
the burden of women in providing essen-
tial household inputs for their families
and allow for more time to be directed
toward entrepreneurial activities.

The similarities in the spatial loca-
tions of enterprises observed for India
and thoseinthe USare surprisinglylarge.
Their differences are also instructive.
First, the importance and role of educa-
tion and physical infrastructure in pro-
moting entrepreneurship are much
greater in India than in the US. By con-
trast, other dimensions like population
density and regional age structures
behave very similarly.

Entrepreneurship and the Indian
dream of more jobs and development go
hand in hand. Entry of new and young
firmsis low,but starting toimprove,and
further growth in entrepreneurshipisan
important stepping stone in India’s con-
tinued development. Policy makers can
scale up start-ups by investing more in
both people and places.While the efforts
to improve business environment,
reduce corruption,and increase the effi-
ciency of public sector spending are
important, they are not a substitute for
scaling up investments in physical and
human infrastructure.
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current financial year—this has
happened for the first time in the past 1.5
five years. Falling FDI equity inflows will o
FY16 _ 55.6 e 2 3 . 1 put strain on the overall investment 1.0
climate in the country. |
Infact,the growth in total FDL,which 2 =
includes reinvested earnings, has 0.5
moderated since FY17.Asa proportion of
GDP, FDI inflows have fallen from 3.4% of 0.0 0
FY17 GDPinFY09to2.4%inFY18andarelikely |-\ 0 FY15 (E)]
tofall furtherto 2.3%in FY19. -
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Slowing global economy, US-China
trade war, concerns over Brexit have
impacted FDI in emerging markets,
expecially India. Historically, Mauritius
was the top source of FDI,accounting for
35.5% of the inflows in FY18.However,in
FY19 till December, Singapore has
surpassed Mauritius with a share of 39%.

The inflows from Mauritius declined
55% on ayear-on-year basis whereas that
from Singapore increased by 41%y-o-y.
Higher inflows from these countries take
place because of their tax haven status and
India's Double Tax Avoidance Agreement
(DTAA)with these two nations.

While services still account for the bulk
of FDI, structural reforms undertaken by
the government in the last yewyears saw
FDIinflows to the industrial sector more

FDI inflows in top five regions
(% share)
April-Dec FY18

April-Dec FY19

> 4

than double to $17 billion in the five years
to FY17.The government should come out
with a more investor-friendly FDI regime is
manufacturing and multi-brand retail. = m Bl o
Moreover, FDIwill have toriseifitis to Maharashtra Delhi Tamil Nadu
fully fund the widening current account
deficit this fiscal.
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