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Teen takes home
Shaurya Chakra for
taking on militants

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,MARCH 19

LESSTHAN two years ago, a chill-
ing scene played out at the home
of Irfan Ramzan Sheikh in south
Kashmir’s Shopian district. Three
militants barged into his home
and shot his father, who was a
PDP worker. Irfan, meanwhile,
sprung into action along with
other members of the family,and
a scuffle broke out with the mil-
itants.In the end, one militant lay
dead and the others fled.

On Tuesday, Irfan, now a
Class 10 student, was at the cen-
tre of a rare occasion at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan — as the first
Kashmiri teenager to receive the
Shaurya Chakra, the peacetime
gallantry award.

Speaking to The Indian Express
after the function, Irfan said: “I
came to know only recently that
[ have been selected for this
award. Today, the President and
all the others present at the func-
tion appreciated me.”

The Rashtrapati Bhavan’s

Twitter account declared:
“President Kovind presents
Shaurya Chakra to Irfan Ramzan
Sheikh. He exhibited courage
and maturity and fought off mil-
itants, safeguarding the life of his
father and other family mem-
bers in Jammu & Kashmir.”

“Sensing that the militants
could harm his family, he exhib-
ited the highest degree of
courage and faced the militants
for sometime so as to avoid their
entry inside the house,” the
award citation read.

Irfan is the eldest of four sib-
lings, and his mother is now em-
ployed with the J&K government.
While being rushed to hospital
that day, Irfan’s father Moha-
mmad Ramzan Sheikh, a former
panch, succumbed to injuries.

The scuffle in October 2017
and the death of the militant —
identified as Shaukat Falahi —
had a chilling fallout, too: the
next day, protesters from neigh-
bouring villages set fire to Irfan’s
house inImam Sahib Shopian, a
volatile area in south Kashmir.
The family has since moved out.

Vadra’s protection from arrest extended

New Delhi: The ED on Tuesday
sought Robert Vadra’s custodial
interrogation, alleging that he
was not cooperating with the
probe, following which the court
extended his interim protection
from arrest till March 25 in a

money laundering case, and ad-
journed for detailed arguments.

The court of Special CBI Judge
Arvind Kumar was hearing Vad-
ra’s anticipatory bail plea in re-
lation to charges of money laun-
dering. ENS
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HUMAN EMBRYO SMUGGLING

DRI expands probe to more
clinics, to carry out forensic test

KHUSHBOO NARAYAN
& TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA
MUMBAI, MARCH 19

THE DIRECTORATE of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has expanded
its probe into the alleged smug-
gling of human embryos to in-
clude afew other clinics that pro-
vide in-vitro fertilization (IVF)
facilities in Mumbai, sources told
The Indian Express on Tuesday.

“The DRIis also probing a few
other clinics in Mumbai that
may have used illegally im-
ported human embryos for IVE,”
the source said.

On March 15, Partheban
Durai, a passenger, was arrested
at Mumbai international airport
on his arrival from Kaula Lampur
with a nitrogen canister contain-
ing a single human embryo.
Officials said Durai has admitted
to bringing embryos at least
eight to nine times in the past to
Mumbai. In the latest case, he
was allegedly scheduled to de-
liver the embryo at Indo Nippon
Clinic, Bandra, run by embryol-
ogist Goral Gandhi. The DRIis yet
to conduct forensic analysis of

Dr Goral Gandhi has denied
all allegations, moved HC

the seized embryo.

“The Bombay High Court has
directed Goral Gandhi to record
her statement with the agency
on March 22. The DRI will initiate
the forensic test of the embryo
only after it records Gandhi’s
statement,” said another source.
Aforensic analysis of the embryo
isrequired to establish its nation-
ality and DNA to identify parents.

Import of embryo, ovum or
sperm is prohibited in India ex-
cept for research purposes since
2015. An Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) guide-
line to permit regulated import
is under consideration by the

Union government.

Officials with the state
Directorate of Health Services
are mulling whether action
against the centre can be taken.
National research body ICMR is
also following the case closely.
“We would be doing anything
that could help facilitate the
probe,” said Dr Chander Shekhar,
additional director currently
holding charge of director gen-
eral in ICMR.

IVF experts said this is the
first time such a case of smug-
gling has come to light. Durai
was smuggling embryos from
Heart to ART IVF centre in
Malaysia. It was registered two
years ago in Selangor to exclu-
sively provide surrogacy serv-
ices. The clinic provides egg
donors, surrogate mothers,
sperm donors, along with IVF
services. The clinic did not re-
spond to calls or email from The
Indian Express.

Embryos can be preservedin
nitrogen vapour or liquid nitro-
gen at temperature below -190
degree Celsius. The preservation
starts at second day of fertilisa-
tion and can be maintained for
years. Before it is placed in

TABLETS WITH CM’S MESSAGE TO BE SWITCHED OFF

Jharkhand CEO slaps notice on education council

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, MARCH 19

THE JHARKHAND State Chief
Electoral Office issued a notice last
week to the Jharkhand Education
Project Council (JEPC) over a vio-
lation of the Model Code of
Conduct. The matter pertained to
in-built video display messages
of Chief Minister Raghubar Das in
around 32,000 tablet computers
that were distributed to monitor
government schools.

The tablets — which were re-
portedly given in 2018 to officers,
teachers and workers in the ed-
ucation department to monitor
functioning of government
schools and attendance of stu-
dents and teachers — will now
have to be switched off.
Authorities said that all such
functions will now be monitored
through smartphones or done
“manually”.

The JEPC works for imple-
menting programmes like Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Kasturba

Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV),
National Programme of
Education for Girls at
Elementary Level among others.

According to JEPC State
Project Director Uma Shankar
Singh, a message from the CM is
“displayed in the tablet related
to Digital India”.

Singh told The Indian Express:
“All the tablets were distributed
in 2018, containing e-Vidya
Vahini software for real-time
monitoring of government
schools. We have issued office

uterus, thawing is conducted to
chemically process and warm
the embryo.

While IVF experts expressed
shock over the illegal import,
several said a law is required to
regulate import in certain cases.
“Several Indian couples freeze
their egg or embryos abroad.
Once they move to India, they
wish to continue IVF and bring it
back,” said Dr Jaideep Malhotra,
president of Indian Society for
Assisted Reproduction that in-
vited Gandhi, also scientific di-
rector at Indo Nippon, to deliver
a lecture on egg freezing on
March 3.

According to IVF expert
Narendra Malhotra, India needs
to urgently frame laws onimport
and export of gametes and em-
bryos. “It is one’s own property
and own tissues. They should
have free choice to take it wher-
ever they want for IVE,” he said.

He, however, added that sev-
eral infertile couples request for
a particular nationality of eggs
and sperms to get “exotic looks”.
“Inthat case, sinceitisillegal, we
counsel the couple. If a clinic
bends to such demands I do not
know,” Malhotra said.

orders not to switch on the
tablet. We have spoken to the
software vendor VM Ware and
hardware vendor HP to look into
the matter and come to a possi-
ble solution.”

Singh issued an office order
dated March 18 stating: “All
these related teachers, officers
and personnel will switch off the
tablet and keep it safe, until the
Model Code of Conduct is in
place. They will not use for atten-
dance and any kind of observa-
tional work.”
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SHRI MATA VAISHNO DEVI SHRINE BOARD, KATRA

Abridged Short Terms Tender Notice

For and on behalf of the Chairman, Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board sealed tenders are invit-
ed on the prescribed format, duly affixed with
Revenue Stamps worth Rupees Six only for supply of
Carry Bag Non-Woven white Cloth FO.R at Non-
Engineering Store, Banganga, Katra by or before
02.04.2019 upto 3.00 P.M. IST. The Tender docu-
ments containing detailed terms and conditions and

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR,MARCH 19
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Ex-BJP MP’s firm
under I-T scanner
in TDS probe

SHYAMLALYADAV
NEW DELHI,MARCH 19

THE INCOME TAX Department
has initiated ‘recovery’ and ‘pros-
ecution’ proceedings against
CMYK Printech Ltd, the company
that runs The Pioneer newspapet,
for allegedly not depositing Tax
Deducted at Source (TDS) that
was collected from its employees
since 2007-08, records show.

The Managing Director of the
company is Chandan Mitra, the
two-time BJP Rajya Sabha MP
who switched to the Trinamool
Congress last July.

Records show the I-T
Department’s Delhi office has ini-
tiated proceedings against CMYK
for allegedly not depositing TDS
of Rs 5.26 crore from 2007-08 to
2016-17, when the company was
functioning fromits Bahadurshah
Zafar Marg address.

They also show that I-T offi-
cials conducted a survey at the
company’s premises in UP’s
Noida, where it moved tolastyear,
and allegedly found that TDS of Rs
2.67 crore was not deposited since
March 2018.

When contacted by The Indian
Express, Mitra said: “Itis over now.
We have already sorted it out. The
matter is closed now. We are not
going to discuss it in public.”

Sources in the I-T Department
said recovery proceedings are un-
derway and that CMYK had de-
posited Rs 30 lakh after its bank
accounts were attached on
November 30, 2018, and Rs 40
lakh later.

They said the company had
submitted a payment schedule to
the I-T Department’s Delhi office
to discharge its statutory TDS ob-
ligation by January 31, 2019. But,
they said, it failed to do so.

Records show an I-T Deputy
Commissioner of the Delhi zone
has informed the department’s
Noida office thatithasinitiated re-
covery and prosecution proceed-

ingsagainstthe
company. But
since CMYK is
operating from
Noida, sources
said, all records

Chandan arein process of

Mitra being trans-
ferred from
Delhi.

Records also show that
Assistant Commissioner of
Income Tax (TDS) in Noida had
conducted a survey of CMYK’s
premises there on January 30,
2019. A senior I-T officer, who is
monitoring the case, told The
Indian Express: “(The company)
hasnot paid its TDS deducted from
hundreds of staffers and issued
computer-generated Form-16A
statements. Staffers gota commu-
nication from Income Tax that
their TDS was not paid when they
filed claims for reimbursement.”
Records show that on February 5,
2019, the company requested I-T
to transfer the case to Delhi.

However, they show, I-T
Principal Chief Commissioner PK
Gupta,whois based at Kanpur, di-
rected the department’s Delhi of-
fice to “ensure that all the case
records of the deductor company
are forthwith transferred to the
ACIT (TDS), Noida, so that neces-
sary actionregarding collection of
huge outstanding arrear de-
mands, which exist as per records
and initiation of coercive action
including prosecution as provided
under the law, and as expected
and desired by the CBDT in the
case can be taken up without any
further delay”.

On February 20, CMYK sub-
mitted a representation to the I-T
office in Noida: “During that pe-
riod we were not having any of-
ficein Noida and we were operat-
ing out of Delhi only. Having said
that we being alaw abiding com-
pany will deposit all TDS by March
31, 2019. Kindly adjourn the case
up to March 31 and give any date
as per your convenience.”

Injured tigress dies during rescue
operation in Yavatmal district

failure, septicemia and anaemia. “She had

virtually no blood left in her body,” it said.
The animal reportedly had injured its

neck by a nylon wire snare in September
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