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Jody Williams says a shared
vision can change the world

The Nobel Peace Prize laureate is also leading a campaign against ‘killer robots’

Diljit gets wax statue at
Madame Tussauds Delhi

NEW DELHI

Actor-singer Diljit Dosanjh on
Thursday unveiled his wax
figure at Madame Tussauds'.
A die-hard fan of reality TV
star Kylie Jenner, Mr. Diljit
said that her wax figure too
should find a spot in the
iconic Regal Building at
Connaught Place here. The
Udta Punjab star has said in
the past that he wanted to
visit Madame Tussauds in
London, but could not find
the time. i1ans
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Virtual reality may help
treat autism, Parkinson's
TORONTO
Playing games in virtual
reality (VR) may help people
with neurological disorders
such as autism, schizophrenia
and Parkinson's disease, a
study, published in the
journal Scientific Reports,
claims. The technology helps
shift their perceptions of
time. pmi

Humans can detect

ASWATHI PACHA
CHENNAI
Scientists have long known
that turtles, birds, honey-
bees and even bacteria can
sense the earth’s magnetic
field and use them for navi-
gation. But this magneto-re-
ception has hardly been test-
ed in humans and many
studies have been
inconclusive.

Now a team of researchers
from California Institute of
Technology, U.S. and the Un-
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Jody Williams, a Nobel peace
prize laureate, says it’s em-
powering for women to pay
attention to security issues.
She urges women everywh-
ere to not only think about
their participation in life but
also about their participa-
tion in terms of world
security.

Ms. Williams, an activist
who staged her first protest
against the Vietnam war in
1970, says, “I did not see an
African-American person till
I was 17. The U.S. never talks
about the fact that we were
born out of a genocide. We
wiped out the Native Ameri-
cans. That’s genocide.”

On U.S. invasion policy

She goes on to say, “I be-
lieved in the myth of ‘the
land of the free, home of the
brave, we accept everybody,
the statue of liberty. I be-
lieved that, but when the
Vietham war came, one
couldn’t escape from what
was going on. I became anti-
Vietnam and anti-war at the
age of 19. It shattered my im-
age of the U.S. It was also the

iversity of Tokyo has shown
that humans do indeed un-
consciously respond to the
changes in the earth’s mag-
netic fields. But they are yet
to decode what our brains
may be using this informa-
tion for. How did they find
this?

They selected 34 volun-
teers, who sat with their eyes
closed in a dark room. The
room was wrapped with
electrical  coils, which
helped simulate the earth’s

Jody Willams in Mumbai.

time of the re-emergence of
the women’s movement, the
civil rights movement.”

“The war was over but
there was no significant
change because there was no
effort to bring about an or-
ganised change. The basic
message was get out of Viet-
nam. That whole experience
made me want to try to in-
fluence the U.S. policy of in-
vasion,” says Ms. Williams.

She worked throughout
80s and early 90s on wars in
Central America and was
then invited to create a civil
society campaign, a political
movement to ban anti-per-
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sonnel landmines. It was the
Vietnam Veterans of Ameri-
ca and Medical International
from Germany that came to-
gether. “So we grew from
those two NGOs to one with
1,300 staffers over 90 coun-
tries and in five years we got
the treaty — banning the
landmines.”

With humility in her
voice, she says, “the Peace
Prize made my parents excit-
ed as neither of them had
finished high school. I be-
lieved the work we did abso-
lutely deserved the Peace
Prize. We showed that peo-
ple who share a common vi-

sion can come together to
change the world. It is not
magic, it is hard work.”

Drone killings

Ms Williams, who is among
the 18 women to win the
prize since 1901, is now
spearheading a movement
to get rid of “killer robots”.
She launched the ‘Campaign
to Stop Killer Robots’ in April
2013.

Explaining how they oper-
ate, she says, “A pilot sitting
in front of a screen operates
the drone and issues com-
mands. If he determines that
the person is a terrorist, he
pushes a button and the per-
son is dead. So a human be-
ing with all the biases is mak-
ing the decision. With killer
robot’, the human element is
removed.”

She has been the Chair of
‘The Nobel Women’s Initia-
tive’, which was started by
six women Noble laureates
in 2004. With their expe-
rience and work, they pro-
mote grassroots women’s
groups around the world,
primarily in conflict zones
working for sustainable
peace, justice and equality.

the earth’s magnetic fields

natural magnetic field.

The participants were
connected to an EEG set-up
and their brain activity was
monitored. In the one-hour
session, for a few minutes,
the magnetic field around
the chamber was shifted.
They noticed that during this
period, the alpha power of
the brain began to drop.

“When a human brain is
unengaged, the alpha power
is high. When something
catches its attention, con-

sciously or unconsciously, its
alpha power drops.,” ex-
plains a release from
Caltech.

The most interesting find
was that the participants’
brain responded only to
changes when the magnetic
field pointed toward the
floor. This may be due to the
fact that the study partici-
pants were people who live
in the Northern Hemisphere.
In this region, the natural ge-
omagnetic field points down-

wards to the North. “There
are many studies needed.
First and most important is
independent replication. Se-
cond, the drop in alpha-wave
power is only one expression
of the brain’s receiving mag-
netic information... There
may be many more magnetic
fluctuations that trigger
brain response, including va-
riations in the total strength
of the field,” Prof. Joseph
Kirschvink, the correspond-
ing author, said.

REUTERS
MOUNT SODOM
Israeli researchers say they
have discovered the world’s
longest salt cave near the
desert site where, according
to the Bible, Lot’s wife was
turned into a pillar of salt.
The 10-km long warren of

underground passages and
chambers in Mount Sodom,
overlooking the Dead Sea,
was mapped out over two
years by cavers from nine
countries, led by the He-
brew University of Jerusa-
lem. The cave is called
Malham.
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A view of the cave



