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France Supports India's
Claims for Permanent

Seat at Security Council

United Nations: France, which
assumed the March Presidency of
the United Nations Security
Council, has reiterated its support
for India as the permanent mem-
ber of the powerful UN organ,
saying the UNSC's enlargement is
the "first crucial part” towards its
reform. India has been calling for
the reform of the UN Security
Council along with Brazil, Germany
and Japanfor long, emphasising
thatitrightly deservesaplace at
the UN high tableas a permanent
member, France, aveto-wielding
permanent member of the 15-
nation Security Council, last month
moved a freshproposalinthe
UNSC along with the US and the UK
todesignate Pakistan-based terror
group Jaish-e-Mohammed chief
Masood Azhar asa global terrorist.
Reiteratingits support for India,
Francesaidthat enlargement of
the powerful UN organin both
permanent and non-permanent
categories isthe “first crucial part”
towards UNSC reform. pF
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Ghosn's Lawyer Steps Up
Calls for His Release

Tokyo: Carlos Ghosn's new lawyer
escalated his public appeal to

release the former Nissan Motor
chairman from prison by hinting at
the invalvement of a “higher
power” inthe case and questioning
why only Ghosn and an associate
have been accused of crimes so
far. JunichiroHironaka, the lawver
hired by Ghosn last month, also
said on Monday his team is bring-
ingnew ideas and strategies after
Chosn's previous legal representa-
tives twice failed to win bail for
him, Hironaka filed another
request last weekasGhosn's
detention surpassed 100 days.
Prosecutors made some evidence
available todefence lawyerson
Thursday, and Hironaka said his
feam s examining it. Bleomberg
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US Consulate in Jerusalem
will Merge with Embassy

Jerusalem: The United States
lowered the flag on Monday atthe
Jerusalem consulate that had
served asitsdiplomatic channel to
the Palestinians, merging the
mission with the new USEmbassy
tolsrael inthe contested city. The
Palestinians, who have boycotted
the Trump administration since it
shifted long-standing US policy in
December 2017 by recognising
Jerusalem as |srael’s capital,
voiced anger at what they see as
Washington's latest move against
them. Whereas previously the
consulatereportedon Palestinian
matters directly to Washington, its
staff have now been repurposedin
the embassy asa “Palestinian
Affairs Unit” under the US am-
hassador to Israel, David Fried-
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Huawei CFO Sues Canada for
Alleged Wrongful Detention

Claims her constitutional rlght5 were breached and seeks damages for ‘false imprisonment’

Vancouver: The Huawel Techno-
logieschief financial officerwhose
detention in Canada has sparked a
diplomatic standoff has filed a ci-
vil lawsuit against Canadian aut-
horities, alleging she was wrong-
fully detained and searched.

Meng Wanzhou claims that her
constitutional rights were brea-
ched and is seeking damages for
an ordeal she says amounted to
“false imprisonment”. The suit
was filed March 1 in the Supreme
Court of British Columbia aga-
instthe Canadian Border Services
Agency, a Royal Canadian Moun-
ted Police officer and the Canadi-
an government,

The notice alleges that the police
officer and several border guards
detained, searched and interroga-
ted Mengunder the guise of arouti-
ne customs or immigration case,
and used “that opportunity to un-
lawfully compel her to provide evi-
dence and information”. It alleges
they did so without immediately
arresting her under the warrant to
avoid affording Meng her constitu-
tionalrights.

Instead, according to the compla-
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Huawel Technologies chief financial officer Meng Wanzhou

int, the officers detained the Hua-
wel CFO on the jetway Dec. 1as she
was getting off a flight, took away
two phones, an iPad and a compu-
ter, then got her to surrender the
passwords to those devices. She
was formally arrested only about
three hours after her initial deten-
tion, the claim says.

The claim was filed the same day
Canada’s government agreed to
proceed to an extradition hearing
atthe request of the US, whichalle-
ges Meng lied to banks to trick

them into processing transac-
tions for Huawei that potentially
violated Iran trade sanctions. The
complaint comes as China's lar-
gest tech company is increasingly
playing offense to counter accusa-
tions it aids Beijing in espionage
-somethingit’'salwaysdenied. In
recent weeks, senior executives
havetakenshotsat America’s own
surveillance efforts, invited fore-
ignmediatospeak with its reclusi-
ve founder, and even tweeted di-
rectly at Donald Trump. Bloomberg

Huawei Reportedly
Preparing to Sue
US Government

Hong Kong: Chinese telecom
equipmentcompany Huaweiplans
toannouncea lawsuitagainst the
United States government on
Thursday on groundsrelatedtoa
defence bill, asource with know-
ledge of the matter told Reuters.
Huawei is preparing to announce
thatit issuing the US government
ina courtinTexas by challengingan
addition to the US National Defence
Authorisation Act (NDAA) signed
last year, according tothe source,
ThenewNDAA act, which Beijing
had condemned astargeting China,
controlled US government cont-
racts with Chinese companies
including Huawei and strengthe-
ned the role of the panel that
reviews foreigninvestment pro-
posals. The New York Times first
reported Huawei's planned legal
move on Monday, citing two people
familiar with the matter. Reuters
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At Least 23 Dead
in Alabama
Tornado, Toll
Expected to Rise

Sacramento: At least 23 people,
some of them children, died after
a tornado swept through Lee Co-
unty, Alabama on Sunday, and the
death toll was expected to rise as
rescuers searched through the
rubble of destroved homes, aut-
horities said.

Emergency workers faced agrim
nightof pulling the dead and inju-
red from the wreckage of homes
and businesses.

“The challenge is the sheer volu-
me of the debris where all the ho-
mes were located,” Lee County
Sheriff Jay Jones said in an inter-

view with CNN.
S— “It's the most I've
Emergency seen that [ can re-
workers call.”
facedagrim Storms, inclu-
night of ding at least one
pulling the apparent tornado,
dead and uprooted trees and
injuredfrom  destroved homes
thewreckage in npeighbouring
ofhomesand Georgia, initially
businesses knocking out po-

wer to 21,000 custo-
mers, said Georgia Power spokes-
woman Meredith Stone,

On Twitter, US President Donald
Trump urged residents of Alaba-
ma and other areas affected by the
storms to be “careful and sate™.

“Tornadoes and stor ms were tru-
ly violent and more could beco-
ming,” Trump wrote. “To the fami-
lies and friends of the victims, and
to the injured, God bless vou all!”

“We've still got people being pul-
led out of rubble,” he told the Bir-
mingham News newspaper early
on sunday evening. “We're going

Guaido Risks Arrest as He Returns
to Challenge Venezuelan President

Maiquetia: Venezuelan opposi-
tion leader Juan Guaido arrivedat
Caracas’ airport on Monday after
flouting a court-imposed travel
ban by touring Latin Americanco-
untries to boost support for his
campaign to oust President Nico-
las Maduro.

Guaido kept details of his return
under wraps and he appeared at
Maiguetia international airport
without prior notice, meeting am-
bassadors for European countries
in the arrivals hall, according to
witnesses.

He had said he would return to le-
ad protests on Monday and Tues-
day during the Carnival holiday
period, and several hundred oppo-
sition supporters had already gat-
hered in Caracas' Las Mercedes
district toawait him.

“Back inourbeloved country! Ve-
nezuela, we just passed through
immigration and we will now he-
ad to where our people are,” he sa-

.juan Guaido

id on Twitter just after arriving.
Hisreturn could become the next
flashpoint in his duel with Madu-
ro as he seeks to Keep up momen-
tum and spur his international
backers to further isolate the soci-
alist government. Most Western
countries recognise Guaido as Ve-
nezuela's legitimate head of state.
His possible arrest could allow
the opposition to highlight how
the Maduro administration re-
presses political foes and prompt
the United States to impose even

harsher sanctions. But it could al-
50 strip the opposition of a public
figurehead whohas brought unity
after vears of infighting,

“Upon my arrival, whatever path
the dictator takes, we are going to
continue,” Guaido said earlier on
Monday inarecorded voice messa-
ge posted on his Twitter account,

Guaido secretly left Venezuela
for Colombia, in violation of a Su-
preme Court order, to coordinate
efforts there on Feb. 23 to send hu-
manitarian aid into Venezuela to
alleviate widespread shortages of
food and medicine. But troops
blocked convoysof aid trucks sent
from Colombiaand Brazil, leading
to clashes that Killed at least six pe-
ople along the Brazilian border,
rights groupssay.

From Colombia, he traveled to
Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador and
ParaguaytoshoreupLatin Ameri-
can support for a transition go-
vernment that would precede free
and fair elections. Reuters

House Panel Seeks Papers
from 81US Agenciesin
Trump Obstruction Probe

Washington: A US congressional
panel said on Monday that it has
served document requests on 81 go-
vernment agencies, entities and
individuals aspart of an investiga-
tion into alleged obstruction of
justice and other abuses by Presi-
dent Donald Trump and others.

Among those targeted by the De-
mocratic-led House Judiciary
Committee are the president’s sons
Donald Trump Jr. and Eric Trump,
WikiLeaks, Trump son-in-law Ja-
red Kushner, Trump Organization
chief financial officer Allen Weis-
selberg, former US Attorney Gene-
ral Jeff Sessions and former White
House counsel Don MeGahn.

“We have seen the damage done
to our democratic institutions in
the two years that the Congress re-
fused to conduct responsible over-
sight. Congress must provide a
check on abuses of power,” House
Judiciary Committee Chairman
Jerrold Nadler said in a statement.

Among the commitiee's aims is
determining whether Trump
may have obstructed justice by
ousting perceived enemies at the
Justice Department and abused
his presidential power by possib-
Iy offering pardons or tampering
with witnesses. Reuters

Cohen Hearing may
have hurt N Korea
Summit: Trump

Washington: Preo
Trumphas
thatacongre
Democratsarrs
former personal attorney may
have contributed to the IEII'.I-.-_-T
resultsof s summit with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un
After sending out his National
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Google Rejects Call for
Tougher Scrutiny in 0z

Sydney: Alphabet Inc's Google
has rejected calls by Australia’s
competition regulator for toug-
her scrutiny of its operations, de-
nying that it enjoys market power
in online searches and adverti-
sing, documents published on
Monday showed.

The global giant wasresponding
to recommendations made late
last year by the watchdog, suchas
increased scrutiny and a new re-
gulatory body to monitor the do-
minance of tech giants in online
advertising and news markets.

“The preliminary report bases
many of its recommendations on
the mistaken premise that Google
has market power in search, se-
arch advertising, and news media
referrals,” Google wrote in a Feb.
18 statement published by the re-
aulator,

“Google faces fierce competi-
tion from other providers, inclu-
ding vertical search sites like
Amazon, Expedia, Domain and

Carsales.com, many of which
LUsers access l.']i'l‘Eﬂﬂ}r' through

mobile apps.”
The regulator had said the enor-
mous market power of firmssuch
as Google, which

—_— has a94% share of
The global web searches in
giant was Australia, and
responding their opague met-
toproposals hods for ranking
madebythe  advertisements,
ACCC,suchas gave them the abi-
increased lity and incentive
scrutiny to favour their bu-
andanew sinesses over ad-
regulatory vertisers.

body to In preliminary
monitor the recommenda-
dominanceof tions that are sub-
tech giants ject to change, the

Aunstralian Com-
petition and Consumer Cominis-
sion {(ACCC) also said the new re-
gulator should have powers to in-
vestigatehowthecompaniesrank
advertisements and news arti-
cles. Reuters

May Accused of Buying Brexit Votes With $2 B for Towns

London: Theresa May ispromising a
El.6-billion(%2.1-billion) boost for
poorer areasof the UKasshe steps
upefforts to get her Brexitdeal over
the line, The Stronger Towns Fund
was immediately attacked as an
attempt by the prime minister to
"buy” the backing of opposition
politicians in Leave-supporting
districts ahead of crunch House of
Commons votes on her unpopular
withdrawal agreement.

“For too long inour country pro-
sperity hasbeenunfairly spread,”

May said inastatementreleased by
her office. "Communities across the
country voted for Brexit as anex-
pression of their desire to see
change — that must be achange for
the better, with more opportunity
and greater control.”

But her opponents claimed she's
merely offering sweetenerstowoo
Labour membersof Parliament.
“Investmentinskills andtrainingis
alwayswelcome but we need to go
behind this new fund and see it for
what itis —adesperate measureto
buy votes,” said Anna Soubry, who

defected from May's Conservative
Partyin February tojointhe new
Independent Group of MPs.

With 25 daystogountil Britainis
duetoleavethe EU, May isstill
battlingtofind adeal with the bloc
thatis acceptable to the British
Parliament after her original agree-
ment was rejectedinacrushing
defeatin January. She haspromised
toputa revised deal to the House of
Commaoans by March 12, and ifthat is
rejected MPs will be offered votes on
whether to exit the EU without a deal
or todelay Brexit.

May is hoping to convince Brexite-
ersin herown party, many of whom
fear that any delay could mean no
Brexit. Butif she fails she willneed
the support of Labour Party law-
makers.They include Caroline Flint,
who on Sunday urged leader Jeremy
Corbyn tooffer MPsa free vote.
Speaking on Sky News, she said
dozens of Labour lawmakers were
ready to back an “improved” Brexit
deal and warned that asmanyas 70
were opposed to the second referen-
dum now favored by the party
leadership. Bloomberg

Man. Reuters to be here all night.” rReuters
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