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Sports: The Great Games

Rehearsal to
Continue

While looking to continue ODI dominance over Australia, India
would be keen to provide game time to World Cup hopefuls

Q We haven't ousted anyone.

It's just that we have got the
opportunities and we did well. They
(Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadeja) have always been doing well
for India. In Test matches, Ash and
Jaddu Bhai are still playing

uditions for the World Cup hopefuls will
continue but India will also be aiming to
produce another complete performance
against Australia in the second ODI in
Nagpurtoday.

The Virat-Kohli led team ticked all the box-
es tothrash Australia by six wickets in the series opener
on Saturday. [t was a welcome win for India after losing
theT20 series (-2,

With only four ODIs remaining before the Wordd Cup, the

De1a Vu

X Real Madrid vs Ajax
ﬂfi Dortmund vs
H:: Tottenham
CH ﬁﬁﬂ n HVE onSony Sports
LEAGUE, Network 1.30am

Santiago Solari’s future is likely to
hinge on Real Madrid again winning
the Champions League but two defeats
by Barcelona in fourdays have brought
old problems back tothe surface.

After being knocked out of the Copa
del Rey and effectively deemed irrele-
vant in the title race, a third loss in as
many gamescould see Madrid's season
wiped out in a week.

“Wehavetoreact,” said defender Dani
Carvajal. “It's probably beenone of the
toughest weeks inmy timehere.”

Ajax deserved more from the 2-1 loss
in Amsterdam that, in theory, putstheir

Real Madrid were in similar situation last year as
well. Can they replicate similar success?

quarter-finals.

JoseMourinho's criticismas apundit
for bEIN Sports on the latest Clasicowill
be seen as opportunistic but the reality
isheisstillwell-regarded at Real. Unlike
other potential successors, he is also
available tostart immediately.

Still, Solari will know Madrid have
been here before.

Last season, Zinedine Zidane's team
crashed out earlier in the Copa del Rey
and to Leganes, not Barcelona. They
wereadrift in La Liga too.

But victories in Europe over Paris
Saint-Germain and Juventus blurred
those failures while beating Liverpool
in the final seemed to extinguish them
almost completely

Solari will surely pay the price if
domestic cli&appﬂintmﬂm 15 extend-
Ed into the Chdlﬂpiﬂllﬁ League,
where con-
text could

Strikers Have Failed
to Fill Ronaldo Void:
Luka Modric

Real Madrid's forwards have failed
to fill the gap left by Cristiano
Ronaldo, Luka Modric said on
Monday. Ronaldo, the European
champions' all-time top scorer,
left in July to join Juventus and
Madrid signed young attackers
Vinicius Junior and Mariano

Diaz but no big-name forward

to replace the Portuguese. “The
absence of Cristiano is something
every team would feel; to find

a replacement for Cristiano is
almost impossible,” Modric told
reporters. “Given what he did for
us and this club, we miss Cristiano.
The club wanted the other
players to make up for what he
did, divided between the strikers
and that's not easy. Cristiano
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The 32-vear old would hope for

T

changeof fortunesand getsome g

runs under his belt on Tuesday,

Other batsmen like opener
Usman Khawaja, the flamboy-
ant Glenn Maxwell, all-round-
er Marcus Stonis, threw their |
wickets away after getting their |
eve in and would be aiming for
bigger scores. Thelikes of voung
Peter Handscomb and wicket-
keeper Alex Carey too would be
keen to play their part.

On the bowling front, leg-spinner
Adam Zampa troubled the Indian
batsmenand will be key for the visi-
tors, But he needs adequate support
upfront from pacers Pat Cummins
and Nathan Counter-Nile.

Australia could try Andrew Tye,
who regularly plays in the IPL, ahead

of Jason Behrendoff,
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| Borussia Dortmund must remedy glar
ing defensiveerrors tohave any chance
s of overturning a 340 first leg deficit
when they host Tottenham in the last
16 of the Champions League on
Tuesday
“Thisisaphase weneed tostabilise
quicklyorthings will get very tight,"”
said Dortmumndd captain Marco Reus
after Friday's shock 2-1 defeat at
Angshurg left them with one win in
SEVENnSames.
|  On Friday, Dortmund’s youthful
back four of Abdou Diallo, Dan-Axel
Zagadou, Manuel Akanjiand Achraf
Hakimi, allunder 23, failed tocope
with an Augsburgside fighting
relegation.
After drawing 1-1 at home to
Arsenal on Saturday, Mauricio
Pochettino’s Spurs are winless in
their three games since beating

5*.\'1 1A

Tahir to Quit ODIs
After World Cup

Veteran leg-spinner Imran Tahir said
on Monday he would retire from
ODI cricket after the World Cup in
England and Wales, which ends on
July 14. But he said he would like to
continue playing for South Africa in
T20Is. Tahir, whowill turn 40 later
this month, was not on the list of
contracted players for the 2019/20
season released by Cricket South
Africa last week. But he revealed

on Monday that he had reached
anagreement with CSA for his
contract to expire at the end of July,
extending his 2018/19 contract by
three months.

Eng Women Thrash
Indiain 1st T20I

|t was a forgettable captaincy debut
for Smriti Mandhana as India eves
suffered a crushing 41-run defeat to
England in the first T20 of the three-
match series on Monday. England
posted 160/4 in 20 overs riding on
fifties from Tammy Beaumont (62
off 57) and skipper Heather Knight
(40 of f 20). In reply, India struggled
to 119/6 in 20 overs. This isIndia's
fifth lossinarow in the shortest
format. Mandhana, who became
India's youngest T20 captain at

22, could only manage two runs as
Deepti Sharma top-scored with an
unbeaten 22. BRIEF SCORES England
160/4 (Beaumont 62, Knight 40,
Wyatt 35, Radha 2/33) beat India
119/6 (Pandey 23*, Brunt 2/21, Smith
2/22) by 41runs

Giggs Backs Ole to
Stay on at United

Former Manchester United star Ryan
Giggs backed acting boss Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer to permanently take the
Old Trafford top job but called their
upcoming Champions League fixture
against PSG a“bigask”. "l can't see
anyone past Ole at the moment. The
record they've had in the league

has been phenomenal,” Ciggs said

at a Champions League trophy tour
event. “It's a tough league and to

put together the run that he's done,
it's impressive. The Liverpool game
wasn't one of the best performances
but they dugout a result.”
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The Liverpnul
vs Man City
Premier League
title race is now
down to two
main factors

S ustamabilily
& Persistence

Miguel Delaney

Asweenterthe very backnineof
the Premier League title race,
there are two main factors driv-
ing the run-in, and they are no
langer the force of Jurgen Klopp
or the sophistication of Pep
Guardiola combined with
Manchester City's wealth.
Those are now just the factors
that have put this finelyv-poised
situation in place, with thecham-
pions one point ahead of
Liverpool. What is important
nextare actually finer points, and
specific consequences of all this.

For Liverpool, it is sustainabili- POINTS TABLE premier League

ty and whether they can get close LRI
tothe points return that really set 1 ManCity
the tone for thisrace. iverpoo

For City, it 1s persistence, and “n :
whether they can break through the massed de-
fences that have now become a distinctive theme
of theirgames.

It is, in that sense, a case of the stuttering force
and unmoving objects.

Both are very direct consequences of how these
Managers -:’IL‘TEEEI.H}-‘ coach, and the l.lllEIJ ities that
have got them here inthe first place,

That couldn’t be more direct or obvious than in
City's matches against West Ham United and
Bournemouth. To encounter just two shots
against vou, and so little willingness to move out
of your own box or even have the ball, in 180 min-
utes of football just wasn't normal.

It ishowever the inevitable response tothe intri-
cacy of City's play and how they can simply over-
whelm vou and tear vouapart.

[t isexactly like what happened withGuardiola’s
Barcelona — with the blueprint best laid out by
Jose Mourinho's Internazionale - and spain 2010.
Theirdomination of theballwassoemphaticthat
teams felt the only response was to deny them
space in the area where they most needed touse it.
(Guardiola has made the City project sogood that
this isthe response.

The wonder now is whether this is going to be
the trend forall of their remaining games. If it is,
then they could be in for some long and tense af-
ternoons, much like at Bournemouth.

It's just as well they themselves have amassed
s0many innovative attackers. So many match-
25 are going to become a test of what they can
come up with.

Liverpool face an opposite problem. It isn't
about keeping going, but getting going again.
They have a much tighter squad, that really al-
most performed to the maximum in the first half
of the season, as they set a frankly astonishing
points return.

It was always unrealistic that would stay at any-
thing close to the same level, but not just because
it was so unbelievable as to be unsustainable,
There was also something more specific to
Liverpool.

Each of Klopp's seasons at Anfield so far have
seen a relatively significant drop-off after
December. It slightly varies from season to sea-

Dot
However, Dortmund's record of
‘\ just one win in their last seven

Dortmund also have defensive midfield
enforcerscapableot bossing Spurs inthe
middleof the park.

Spurs’ attack -especially with England
striker Harry Kane back from injury -
can punish lapses. “Wemust stay calm
and must not make another mistake,”
said head coach Lucien Favre,

Matthias Sammer. an external advisor
at Dortmund since the start of the sea-

matches in all competitions hints at
plummeting confidence in theiryouth-
ful ranks.

With Reus, their top-scorer and play-
maker back, Dortmund will always
threaten up front with Mario Goetze fi-
nally rediscov-
ering the form
which saw him
score the win-

| " “ El’lhill‘l'l

Dortmund Hotspur ning goalinthe son, has questioned whether the team
5Matches 2014 World Cup are mature enough to win the

7 GEI:HIS 9 final. Bundesliga title race and says the back

2 Wins 3 Dortmund’s four, which has an average age of 21,

goals can come
from anywhere. Defenders Marcel
Schmelzer and Omer Toprak are the
only twooutfield membersof the squad
vet toscore Bundesliga goalsthisseason.
Goetze's form alongside the creativity
and talent of 18-vear-old Jadon Sancho
on the wing aretwo positive points.
In Thomas Delaney and Axel Witsel,

must step up.

“The defeat (at Augsburg) was decided
inthehead, more in the head than inthe
legs, you have to put in 90to 95 percent
(focus), it's not enough to be 60 or 70 per-
cent.” warned Sammer who also works
asaTV pundit.
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son, but has generally gone from around 2.1 per
game toaround 1.7pergame.

The negative for Liverpool is that we know this
isatrend, and one thatlookslikely to be repeated.

The encouragement is that we don't fully
know the reasons for it, or whether they will be
as relevant this season,

The strength indepth is one obvious issue, but
this is also one season where they have had some-
thing like his old Bundesliga mid-season break
with that trip to Dubai, and it shouldn’t be forgot-
ten that the early part of the campaign was char-
acterised by a lot of talk of how Liverpool were
not pressing as much precisely because Klopp
wanted to conserve energy forthe run-in.

As pointed might be that, a little like with City,
opposition sides have realised the optimum way
—_ to set up against Liverpool’s
Both factors 4-2-3-1. That may have been
are very direct part of areason for a change
consequences in formation that has fed into
of how these this lack of fluency That can
managers also play into nerves, and
actually coach, makeanysenseof fatiguefeel
and the qualities psvchologically weightier
that have got than it actually is.
themhereinthe There is then the fact we
first place don't know whether any-

thing like the same return
will be required, because we don't know how
City will respond to what looks a very testing
April. If they go as far as expected in both the
FA Cup and Champions League, they will have
big ties in both competitions combined with
successive games against Tottenham Hotspur
and Manchester United.

And this might be after a series of increasingly

exhaustive league fixtures, Mukesh Rathi Abhijit Singh Sankarson Banerjee Chander Khanduja ~ Amit Dubey
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these teams were so good that anything lessthan
victory inany individual game was hugely costly
That might, like the tone of the race, just
start tochange.
We might see another few drop-offs, that only
ratchet upthe excitement.
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