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In mid-2016, Keshav Bansal, then 24
and a director at India’s third-largest
smartphone firm Intex

Technologies, was gung-ho about the
firm’s future. Sitting in his luxurious fam-
ily residence in Delhi’s Sainik Farms,
Bansal was revealing his plans  on taking
the company public soon. Also in focus
was his effort to make his newly acquired
franchise rights for the Indian Premier
League team Gujarat Lions finally join
“the big league”.

Bansal, freshly returned from the
UK’s Alliance Manchester Business
School, was yet to anticipate the road-
blocks to his ambitions. Close
to three years later, both his
dreams, of taking Intex public
and crowning his team with
an IPL trophy, remain in the
realm of aspiration. And
Intex Technologies’ fortunes
have since dwindled in its
own field — the local smart-
phone market. The compa-
ny’s sales have more than
halved between 2015-16 and
2017-18 (see table).

Intex Technologies' fortunes was no
exception among the Indian handset
makers that once offered some feisty
competition in a fast-growing market.
Micromax Informatics, the poster boy of
local handset industry during the early
years of the decade, is in no better shape.
The Gurgaon-headquartered firm’s sales
have shrunk, according to filings with

the Registrar of Companies – from a peak
of over ~10,000 crore in 2014-15. And its
share in the country’s bustling smart-
phone market has come down to less
than five per cent in 2018 from a high of
18 per cent in early-2014. In fact, it
remains the only Indian brand to cross
the respective marks in revenue and
market share ever.

Since its heydays in the handset mar-
ket, when it used to challenge the mighty
multinational market leaders Nokia and
Samsung between 2010 and 2014,
Micromax, like Intex, has tried its hand
at other businesses too. Both of them
entered the low-margin white goods
business by 2016. But success in their

new endeavour has been
hard to spot. Both managed
to come out with competi-
tively priced air conditioners
and washing machines, but
they never made it to the top
five brands. In fact, their
most ambitious venture — to
foray into the fast-growing
smart LED television market
— was fiercely challenged by
new entrants. 

Xiaomi — the current
leader in the local smartphone market
and a Chinese brand with a diverse con-
sumer electronic portfolio — rattled the
entire TV market with its low-cost smart
TV sets. After entering the local market
in early-2018, it not only decimated the
fringe players but is also challenging the
very dominance of the top four of India’s
TV market — Samsung, LG, Sony and

Panasonic. Further, brands like VU,
Thomson, Kodak and Iffalcon from TCL,
nipped the dreams of Micromax and
Intex in the bud.

The fortunes of the other two major
Indian handset brands — Lava and
Karbonn — together the big four of the
Indian handset industry — have run on
similar lines. Together, share of these
four and other Indian brands’ fell below
10 per cent in 2018 — for the first time
since 2010. In 2018, the share of Indian
brands in smartphone market stood at
9.1 per cent from a peak of over 45 per
cent in 2014. While, investment propos-
als to the tune of thousands of crores to
ramp up the local manufacturing base
and upgrade their respective portfolio
were made in recent years, none of the
four have managed to increase their
clout over India’s handset market since
the slide began in 2015.

Why did they lose market share so
quickly? Principally because the Chinese
outdid them in the price game and

turned the competitive dynamics at the
lower end of the handset market from
price to value. From being fringe players
offering inexpensive phones to price-
sensitive consumers, Chinese handset
firms have risen to dizzying heights,
shedding their humble image to corner
an unprecedented 60 per cent share of
the smartphone market in 2018. And that
has come at the expense of Indian firms.
According to Karn Chauhan, research
analyst at Counterpoint Research,
Indian brands could not match the inno-
vation that their Chinese counterparts
brought in in recent years. Their failure
to adopt to the fast-changing market
realities played an important role too.

“The growth of Chinese brands and
the slow adoption of industry trends led
to this decline. One of the key reasons
for the growth of Chinese brands is their
affordable offerings with stand-out fea-
tures including strong design language
and their ability to leverage deeper
access to the Shenzhen-based manufac-

turing and supply chain ecosystem.
Chinese suppliers are now experts in
hardware design, software and user
interface integration. They have built a
robust original design manufacturer
(ODM) and supplier network”, he said.

Further, the Chinese brands have
also been aggressive in terms of their
device launches and capturing key mar-
keting trends to offer well-designed
products at competitive price points with
clever marketing and robust channel
strategies. Also, factors like big war
chests of Chinese players that are mostly
having the advantage of ‘economies of
scale’, years of expertise in product
design, backing of strong research and
development capabilities and marketing
budgets have only acted against the local
players, analyst point out.

Despite their decimation by Chinese
rivals, the big four Indian brands still have
a chance to bounce back, says, Prabhu
Ram, head-industry intelligence group,
CyberMedia Research. “If these four
brands are able to come-up with attrac-
tive product offerings, with the latest
specs and the right pricing and promo-
tions, they can recover some lost ground”.
The wide offline retail network, set up by
the Indian brands years ago, can also be
leveraged to reach the hinterlands.

Lava is putting innovation at the front
and centre of its plans. "We are investing
in product design and R&D and bringing
component manufacturers on baord to
increase the extent of local value addi-
tion. Currently, 25-30 per cent of the com-
ponents used in our phones are sourced
locally," says Sunil Raina, president and
business head, Lava International.

Relatively down-market overseas
regions such as Africa and Eastern
Europe also offer a glimmer of hope to
these companies. “For Lava and
Micromax, it makes sense to exploit
and leverage such opportunities.  It
would complement their domestic
focus,” says Ram.
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We are the world’s largest
democracy. We pride our-
selves on having substantial-

ly “free and fair” elections term after
term. Typically, every year there is
some election somewhere in the
nation. Yet, something as fundamental
as an election manifesto is so poorly
regulated that the entire electoral pro-

cess borders on being a farce.
A fundamental element of a public

contract is that the promise and recip-
rocal promises that create the contract
are clearly understood, well communi-
cated, and that the general public is
able to take an “informed decision”.
When a company raises public money
through an initial public offering of
securities, for example, it must write a
“prospectus” that states what the com-
pany does, what it plans to do with the
money raised and explains the risks
associated with what is on offer.  

Yet, when it comes to the mother of
all public contracts — elections that
decide who we put into government to
rule our destiny (“serve us”, for the polit-
ically correct) — the regulation of the doc-
ument equivalent of the “prospectus” is
pathetic. Elections are regulated by the
most-extremely empowered regulator in
the nation — the Election Commission
of India (EC), a constitutional func-
tionary. Yet, the light-touch and hands-
off approach to regulating such a vital

piece of the public promise that lies at
the core of elections has resulted in
piquant and unacceptable outcomes.

It is in this year, at the fag end of the
seventh decade of the Republic that the
EC has imposed a 48-hour cut off for
release of the election manifesto. While
this is lauded as a reform, it also means
that, according to the EC, 48 hours is
all the time necessary for a voter to read
an election manifesto, appreciate its
contents, and take an informed deci-
sion about whether to vote for that par-
ty. Regulators with far lesser powers
than the EC enforce far longer periods
of time for appreciation of promises
made in public offering documents. In
a securities offering, the draft prospec-
tus has to be posted online for the pub-
lic to see what is being worked on.

Whatever be the promise in an elec-
tion manifesto, after the election results
are announced, there is nothing in the
election manifesto that the party called
to account for — except for a potential
denial of a vote at the next election. No

manifesto even pays lip service to the
fact that regardless of contents, if politi-
cal expediency so demands, the party
may prune, truncate or even abandon
the promises set out in the manifesto. In
a nutshell, at the threshold, the mani-
festo means nothing. Election mani-
festos have never had caveats about
potential “common minimum pro-
grammes”. If a company were to say in
its prospectus that it is raising money for
a certain purpose, but later uses the
money for something else, there will be
hell to pay. 

No election manifesto has any con-
tent that shows in a single comparative
chart or table, how the party in power
performed as against its promises in the
previous manifesto. A promise-versus-
performance narrative is an integral
part of every regulatory environment
other than the regulation of elections.

In short, the election manifesto is a
ritualistic document that no one really
cares about. Neither the regulator, which
only fixes timelines for its release, nor

the electorate, that is supposed to be
informed about the election promises
all in one place, can be said to truly care
about it. Perhaps a more truthful depic-
tion of reality would be to abandon elec-
tion manifestos altogether. However, do
picture telling the capital market regu-
lator that no investor reads a prospectus
in any case and therefore one must not
get carried away by the role of a prospec-
tus. If you were to indeed believe in this
statement, it would mean you truly
believe that Sahara did not deserve an
iota of the treatment meted out. The
foundation of the case against Sahara
was the non-issuance of a prospectus for
raising funds from investors through
issue of securities.  

The story lies in the mockery that elec-
tion manifestos have been reduced to.
And indeed, in the lackadaisical approach
of the regulator, and the attitude of the
ignorant masses in the marketplace for
votes. That some political parties are tak-
ing pains to engage in widespread public
consultation to come up with a manifesto,
is heartening. It would be abject apathy if
the parties were to stop caring about even
an ostensible manifesto. Yet, that day is
not far, unless the umpire wakes up to the
need to regulate this important piece of
electoral activity.

The author is an advocate and independent
counsel.  Tweets @SomasekharS

Making a mockery of a vital electoral activity
Thanks to the lackadaisical approach of the regulator and the ignorant masses, the election
manifesto of a political party has been reduced to something no one really cares about

Correct budget
Former finance
minister
P Chidambaram
(pictured) had
accompanied his
son Karti, who was
speaking at in
election rally, to
Sivaganga district.

Party workers, many women among
them, had gathered at the event and
some 100 plastic chairs were
arranged for them to sit on. When he
saw the arrangement, Chidambaram
asked the volunteers to remove the
chairs as they might add to the event
expenses and it would be difficult to
explain to the expenditure observers
appointed by the Election
Commission if they visited the venue.
The chairs were removed
immediately and the women were
made to sit on old flex banners. As
the meeting got underway, the
expenditure observers happened to
drop by, as the veteran politician had
rightly predicted. The former finance
minister's calculations turned correct
when they went away after satisfying
themselves that the party meet
hadn't overshot the budget.

About chor and chowkidar
Congress
President Rahul
Gandhi filed his
nomination
from the Amethi
Lok Sabha
constituency on
Wednesday.
Accompanying
him were his

mother Sonia Gandhi, sister Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, brother-in-law Robert
Vadra and their children. Congress
supporters came out in significant
numbers to cheer them on. While the
Congress president and other family
members travelled in an open-top
vehicle, some party leaders walked
alongside it. Several of them later
found that their phones and wallets
had been stolen. The episode gave
the Bharatiya Janata Party social
media supporters a good reason to
ridicule the Congress for its slogan
"chowkidar chor hai".

Only snakes, no ladders
Candidates canvassing for votes ahead of
an election are known to do strange
things to sway voters. One simply decided
to groove to Bollywood music. And hoped
his moves would move voters to choose
him. Karnataka Housing Minister MTB
Nagaraj of the Congress broke into a
"nagin dance" much to the amusement
of the people gathered at his rally in
Hoskote, 25-odd km from Bengaluru. As
the live band that was following the
minister's convoy started playing a
famous song from the 1954 hit movie
Nagin, Nagaraj, 67, couldn't stop himself
from dancing. Translated into English,
the minister's name stood for king cobra,
a Congress worker proffered helpfully.

Call drop by Indian handset firms
How domestic manufacturers lost their status as
feisty challengers to multinationals 
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Alarming state of Jet
Apropos to the various reports in
Business Standard about many bidders
who might show interest in the sinking
airline Jet Airways, I have serious doubts
on the valuation that's going to be fixed
for a stake sale especially with the huge
amount of debts payable by the airline
to lessers, vendors, employees, oil com-
panies and so on. I wonder what's stop-
ping the law from taking action against
the original promoter of Jet who has mis-
managed the accounts. The law here is
acting differently with promoters of
Kingfisher and Jet. While the govern-
ment is doing everything to extradite the
Kingfisher promoter who too defaulted
on loans provided by the banks, the same
banks are dealing with the Jet promoter
with a velvet glove. It raises suspicion on
the behaviour of the banks and the gov-
ernment. Aren’t rules meant to be the
same for everyone? 

Sachin Nair  via email

Stable Fitch rating
For the past 13 years, the Fitch sovereign
rating of India hasn't improved. The
main reason behind this is the fiscal
weakness of the country. The govern-
ment budgeted fiscal deficit of ~6.24 tril-
lion or 3.3 per cent of GDP in the financial
year 2019 but up to November 2019, it
will be ~7.14 lakh crore. Now, in the finan-
cial year 2020 also, our country’s fiscal
position is going to be weak because of
direct cash transfer. Farmers’ loans have

been waved off, income tax rebate has
also increased up to ~5 lakh. The govern-
ment has failed to improve the Fitch rat-
ing from 'BBB' stable outlook, though it
implemented transformative reforms
that have led to the stabilisation in the
reforms rating. This stable rating will
affect the election results too. To improve
it, the government must attain the fiscal
deficit target, generate more employ-
ment and strengthen the fiscal position
of the economy by increasing revenue
and decreasing expenditure.

Shubham Sharma  Bathinda

A correction
“Why manifestos lose credibility”, pub-
lished on April 10, had erroneously
mentioned that the government's capi-
tal expenditure and internal and extra-
budgetary spending by public sector
enterprises were estimated at ~6 trillion
in 2013-14. The correct figure is ~4.5 tril-
lion. Consequently, the average annual
growth of this expenditure during the
five years of the Modi government
would be 16 per cent, and not 10 per
cent. The BJP manifesto, therefore,
promises a little less than a four-fold
increase in the growth rate in five years.
The errors are regretted.

Letters can be mailed, faxed or e-mailed to: 
The Editor, Business Standard
Nehru House, 4 Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg 
New Delhi 110 002 
Fax: (011) 23720201  ·  E-mail: letters@bsmail.in
All letters must have a postal address and telephone
number
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Even as Naresh Goyal, the recently
ousted chairman of Jet Airways,
opens his bottle of wine at his

home in London, he must look back on
the last 25 years with great satisfaction.

Let me explain why. In 1994, Jet
Airways was owned 60 per cent by
Goyal, 20 per cent each was held by
Gulf Air and Kuwait Airways.
Government policy at the time permit-
ted investment in domestic airlines by
a foreign carrier and Goyal took full
advantage of it.

In 1996, the Tata group wanted to
set up a new domestic airline with
Singapore Airlines (SIA) in a joint hold-
ing. To prevent competition, Goyal sin-
glehandedly manipulated government
policy to ensure that foreign airline
investment in domestic carriers was
forbidden. New Foreign Investment
Promotion Board (FIPB) guidelines
were issued that prevented “foreign air-
line” investment in a domestic carrier.
As a result, the Tata group could not
partner SIA. Goyal too had to ensure
that Kuwait Airways and Gulf Air
divested their stake in Jet Airways, a
minor inconvenience in comparison to

having a formidable new competitor. 
This ridiculous caveat — not per-

mitting foreign airline investment even
as cement, power or telecom compa-
nies could freely invest in a domestic
airline — stayed in place for 16 years
right up to September 2012, when the
government issued new guidelines
allowing automatic investment of up
to 49 per cent by a foreign airline in a
domestic carrier. It also permitted
holding of up to 100 per cent by a non-
resident Indian (read: Naresh Goyal).

The new guidelines conveniently
came into place a bit late to help
Kingfisher Airlines (KFA). KFA, which
started flying in 2005, was on a down-
ward spiral by 2010. By October 2012,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) suspended KFA’s licence. 

However, in 2012, after the KFA
demise, the government policy was
changed to allow foreign airlines to
invest up to 49 per cent through the
automatic route in an existing Indian
carrier, making Jet the first airline to
take advantage of the new rules. In
2013, Etihad bought 24 per cent stake
in Jet Airways for $379 million. Had
the same new guidelines come into
force just one or two years before it
actually did, KFA may have survived
or at least survived a bit longer. But
timing is everything and in this case
too timing was on NG’s side.

Interestingly, the new guidelines
issued in late 2012 or early 2013 speci-
fied “existing Indian carrier” to prevent
foreign airline investment coming into
a new domestic airline at the time.
Perhaps realising the absurdity of this,
the government of the day and FIPB

did give Vistara and Air Asia India per-
mission — although they were not
existing Indian carriers — to come in
with SIA and Air Asia Berhard respec-
tively, a matter that reached the courts
and remains pending.

A second rule whose timing worked
in Jet’s favour was the 5/20 introduced
in 2004, just before Jet Airways went
international (its first international
flight was May 2005). This prevented
new domestic airlines from going inter-
national unless they had been in oper-
ation for five years or had 20 aircraft
in their fleet. The rule stayed till
October 2016. 

Smaller policy diktats also tended
to be on his side. In 1998, sensing an
opportunity, Jet decided to introduce
the ATR72-500 for certain regional
routes. Miraculously, policy again
favoured NG: Landing and parking
charges for aircraft of less than 80 seats
was waived at airports across the coun-
try and ATF was taxed at 4 per cent.
On October 15, 1999, Jet introduced its
first ATR flight on Delhi-Jaipur-
Udaipur sector.

All through these years, the airline
has operated with costs far higher than
most rivals. It pays higher salaries than

most rivals. It pays more than rivals for
almost all services it outsources. It buys
its aircraft at a higher price. It has high-
er sales and distribution costs than
rivals and has steadily been paying
commissions to JetAir Pvt Ltd, owned
by NG. Naturally, it is broke.

Now with close to $4 billion of dues
on its head, timing is on his side yet
again. The most crucial general elec-
tion is staring the present government
and nobody wants Jet to go under right
now. So, NG has left the entire mess in
the hands of SBI Chairman Rajnish
Kumar & Co. It is the ministry and
Kumar who are promising to get more
aircraft in the air to save the airline
from bankruptcy and trying to find
someone to buy it. As one rival airline
CEO put it, “The villain of the piece
now is Rajnish Kumar.”

Even as the writing is on the wall,
Goyal can, if he so wishes, spend his
days freely in London or Dubai where,
by all accounts, he leads quite a com-
fortable life. He’s not a fugitive, has no
dues on his head directly and can
watch the show in peace from a safe
distance. Mallya and others can learn
a lesson or two from this gentleman. 

Hats off to NG!

Hats off, NG

ANJULI BHARGAVA

INSIGHT

Jet’s ousted chairman has successfully
transferred the headache of reviving his 
airline to SBI and the government 

DISCONNECTED 
Share of Indian brands fell below 10% in 2018

Micromax Lava Intex Karbonn Other 
Indian brands

Source: Counterpoint Research, Registrar of Companies & Industry
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T
he International Monetary Fund (IMF) has revised downwards its esti-
mates of growth in India’s gross domestic product (GDP) by 20 basis
points for both 2019-20 and 2020-21. The IMF now sees GDP growth
coming in at 7.3 per cent in the ongoing fiscal year and at 7.5 per cent in

the year to come. The IMF is the third multilateral agency to revise growth forecasts
downwards in recent days. Last week, the World Bank and the Asian Development
Bank both set a lower forecast for India’s GDP growth in 2019-20. They, as well as
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), estimated it would be 7.2 per cent, also 20 basis
points lower than their earlier forecast. The Central Statistics Office of the gov-
ernment estimated in February that growth in 2018-19 would be 7 per cent —
down from the 7.2 per cent it had released earlier. There has thus been some
downgrading of India’s growth momentum all round. 

It is worth noting that the multilateral agencies’ expectations of a moderate
pickup in GDP growth over the next two years — from about 7 to about 7.4 or 7.5 per
cent — are dependent upon looser fiscal and monetary policy and some revival in
demand, and not upon a resurgence in private investment. This reflects the RBI’s
recent relaxation of monetary policy and its two successive cuts in the headline
interest rate. But there is limited fiscal headroom for the RBI to stimulate growth,
given that government borrowing has not been reduced sufficiently. The IMF
argues, in its outlook for the Indian economy, that the build-up of debt will have to
be reduced. This is correct, since it is serving as a drag on private sector borrowing
and investment. India will also face global headwinds, as the agencies have cut
their estimates for global growth for 2019 by 20 basis points to 3.3 per cent — the
lowest since the financial crisis in 2008 —blaming trade tensions between the US
and China, loss of momentum in Europe and uncertainty surrounding Brexit. Of
course, the future path of crude oil prices will also play a major role. 

It is clear that for sustainable growth going forward, business-as-usual from
the next government will not be enough. At best, India will, if the current slow
momentum of reform is maintained, stabilise growth at around 7.5 per cent
according to the new series of GDP. This is clearly not enough. The need is to raise
India’s potential GDP growth considerably. This can only happen if deeper struc-
tural reforms are carried out as a priority. Unfortunately, few of these appear to be
on the agenda of either national political party at the moment. Labour and land
law need to be re-examined to see where the bottlenecks are for private investment
at the moment. It is also clear that state-driven growth — through spending on
infrastructure, for example — has lost its ability to drive India’s growth over 8 per
cent a year. Nor has this spending been able to “crowd in” private investment to
the degree earlier thought. It is essential to ensure that the government now
borrows less so that private investment, which is more productive and growth-
enhancing, can take up some of the slack and restore growth to a higher trajectory. 

T
he Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) will be well-advised to
revisit its plan to allow mutual funds and portfolio managers to deal in
commodity derivatives following the misgivings expressed by the finance
ministry about this move. The Sebi board had approved the move to

offer investors additional tools to hedge against inflation and facilitate efficient
price discovery in a transparent manner. However, the economic affairs department
of the finance ministry thinks otherwise. It is wary of opening up the commodities
market to institutions that have no direct exposure to underlying commodities.
The danger is that this could lead to speculative bids, thus, heightening the risks
for the investors. The price volatility may actually accentuate if these institutions
use their financial muscle for manipulative trading instead of hedging — which
may often be the case.

Such apprehensions are, in fact, shared by some independent analysts as well.
Agricultural goods, being seasonal and perishable in nature and innately prone to
unforeseeable price fluctuations, are particularly vulnerable to exploitation by
speculators. The proponents of institutional involvement in the commodities
sector, on the other hand, argue that their presence would lend greater liquidity
and depth to this market and provide more avenues of safe investment, especially
for retail investors. This plea rests on the assumption that the institutional investors
would undertake well-informed and research-based trading for more credible price
discovery. However, this may not happen all the time.

Sebi’s decision on the liberalisation of the commodity derivatives market was,
actually, based on the counsel of its Commodity Derivatives Advisory Committee,
wh ich had mooted phased induction of domestic and foreign institutional investors
into this sector. In the first phase, which is currently under way, specified types of
alternative investment funds, portfolio managers, mutual funds and foreign portfolio
investors are to be permitted to operate through commodities bourses. In fact, a few
foreign entities, especially those having some association with the Indian commodity
markets, and selected alternative investment funds (category III) are already active
on these platforms. With the entry of the mutual funds and portfolio manag e rs, the
first phase would be complete. Other institutions such as banks, insurance and rein-
surance companies are slated to be roped in during the subsequent phases.

Though the futures trading in commodities resumed in India after nearly a
40-year hiatus way back in 2003, this form of commerce for all practical purposes
is still in its infancy. Its track record in price discovery and price risk management
has been quite indifferent thanks largely to rampant malpractices and ineffective
supervision. The former commodities regulator, the Forward Markets Commission
(FMC), was a toothless body which, being an appendage of the finance ministry,
could not take any independent decisions. Though the present regulator, Sebi, is
relatively more powerful and autonomous than the FMC, it, too, has yet to prove
its worth as a commodities sector watchdog. A vigilant and strong regulator can
stave off speculation-driven price aberrations by changing margin requirements,
capping investments and prices, or halting the trade if the situation so warrants. In
any case, it is imperative to tread cautiously and put adequate safeguards in place
before allowing institutional investors with deep pockets an open access to the
price-sensitive commodity derivatives sector.
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With the National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government completing its five-year term
and elections under way, it is a good time

to outline what should be some of the macroeco-
nomic priorities for the new government, whether
NDA (as seems likely) or some Congress-centred
coalition. The economic record of the last five years
has been mixed, ending on a somewhat weak note
and entailing substantial challenges for the incoming
government, especially in the context of a weakening
global economic environment.
Consider the following :

nEven the official 2011-12 base national income data
(which has suffered its due share
of professional questioning) show
a growth slowdown in the past two
years, with GDP growth decelerat-
ing from 8.2 per cent in 2016-17 to
7 per cent in 2018-19. Quarterly
growth rates have come down from
above 8 per cent in 2017-18 Q4 to
6.5 per cent in 2018-19 Q4. This
slowdown is also reflected in high
frequency information such as the
Index of Industrial Production,
trade statistics, corporate earnings
results, Purchasing Managers’
Indices, major sectoral indicators
and so forth. On current trends and
policies, GDP growth could drop to 6-6.5 per cent in
2019-20. Main causes include: slowdown in global
growth and trade; continued stagnation in India’s
exports; weak private investment because of crowd-
ing out by high fiscal deficits (centre plus states run-
ning close to 7 per cent of GDP and a Public Sector
Borrowing Rate of about 8.5 per cent ) and associated
high real interest rates, balance sheet stresses as well
as subdued “animal spirits”; persisting high stress
in the financial system (including both banks and
non-banks); and the lack of major reforms in agri-
culture, electric power, land and labour markets.
nOn the plus side, the rate of headline CPI inflation
has come down below 3 per cent, averaging about 3

per cent in 2018-19 (although “core inflation” has re -
mained above 5 per cent), helped by moderate energy
prices and declines in agricultural commodity prices.
nOn the other hand, external finances are under
stress, with the current account deficit in the balance
of payments averaging an uncomfortable 2.6 per cent
of GDP in April-December 2018. This is particularly
worrisome against the background of merchandise
exports suffering unprecedented stagnation around
$300 billion a year since 2011-12, bringing the ratio
to GDP down from 17 per cent in that year to about
12 per cent in 2018-19. Causes include:  an over-valued
exchange rate; our failure to gain from relocation of

low-end manufacturing from
China (in sharp contrast to
Vietnam and Bangladesh) or to
successfully plug into global value
chains; our ill-advised lurch
towards higher customs duties in
the past two years; persisting neg-
ative effects of demonetisation and
GST transition (especially on
small-scale exporters); and a still
pervasive lack of “ease of doing
business” in exporting.
nAbove all, our employment sit-
uation has become quite dire
because of long standing weak-
nesses in education, skilling and

health, and an exceptionally anti-employment edi-
fice of labour laws and regulations. Data from the
as yet unreleased, “draft” Periodic Labour Force
Survey conducted by the National Sample Survey
Office in 2017-18 show: Unemployment above 6 per
cent; youth (age 15-29) unemployment rates at dan-
gerously high 27 per cent for urban females and 19
per cent for urban males; and labour participation
rates (the proportion of working age population
actually in the labour force) at below 50 per cent
overall, a tragically low 23 per cent for females and
a disastrous 16 per cent for female youth.
In sum, the new government will have to con-

tend with slowing economic growth, weak private

investment, anaemic exports and vulnerable exter-
nal imbalances, a stressed financial system, mount-
ing fiscal pr e ssures (including high government
debt-to-GDP ratios) and an exceptionally bad
employment situation.
In this context, it would be easy for any government

to agree on the objectives of macroeconomic policy. It
would want faster growth of GDP and employment,
continuation of low consumer inflation, lower external
deficits and a stronger financial system. The difficult
challenge is in devising and implementing a consistent
and politically acceptable set of policies to attain these
objectives. Accordingly, I suggest the following priority
areas for macroeconomic policy:
nAccelerate the growth of exports through: reduc-
tion in the current over-valuation of the rupee;
reforms in GST systems and procedures to closely
approximate the textbook zero-rating of exports;
standstill (and then rollback) of customs duty increas-
es, which typically operate as taxes on exports; proac-
tive efforts to successfully finalise the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership agreement,
which is necessary to secure our trading opportuni-
ties in fast growing Asian trade; and a serious efforts
on trade facilitation. Faster export growth would be
thrice-blessed by increases in GDP and employment
(remember 35-40 per cent of our exports come from
small-scale producers), reduction in our large trade
and current account deficits, and deeper engagement
with our trading partners.
nReduce the central government’s fiscal and revenue
deficits (yes, that old chestnut) through some difficult
decisions on both the expenditure and revenue sides
of the budget. That too will be thrice-blessed by lower
real interest rates for medium- and long-term funds
for private investment, higher public savings to
accommodate a lower trade deficit in the national
macro balance, and a gradual reduction in our near
70 per cent government debt-to-GDP ratio.
nBuild on the major economic reforms of the past
five years, notably the GST and the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC). The GST rate structure needs
to be simplified, perhaps with a modal rate of 15-16
per cent, a concessional rate of 8-10 per cent and a
high rate around 25-30 per cent on “sin” items and a
limited set of consumer luxuries. Exports need to be
zero-rated effectively. The information technology
system, registration/reporting requirements and
compliance procedures need periodic review and
reform. The IBC system is under constant and serious
attacks from the promoter and other vested interests
of delinquent firms. To preserve and strengthen this
major reform will entail continuous review and
improvements of the extant legislative and institu-
tional framework.
nAnd if we are serious about reviving employment-
intensive manufacturing, we have to undertake major
reforms of labour and land laws. Our goal should be
to compete effectively with Vietnam and Bangladesh
to attract and nurture much more of the low-end,
labour-using industries shifting out of China.
These priorities may not figure much in election

manifestos, but they remain critical for faster growth
of national output and employment, the bedrock of
sustained economic and social development.   

The writer is Honorary Professor at ICRIER and former
Chief Economic Adviser to the Government of India. 
Views are personal.

Kirstjen Nielsen’s forced resignation as US
Secretary of Homeland Security is no reason
to celebrate. Yes, she presided over the forced

separation of families at the US border, notoriously
housing young children in wire cages. But Nielsen’s
departure is not likely to bring any improvement, as
President Donald Trump wants to replace her with
someone who will carry out his anti-immigrant poli-
cies even more ruthlessly.
Trump’s immigration policies are appalling in

almost every aspect. And yet they may not be the
worst feature of his administration. Indeed, identify-
ing its foulest aspects has become
a popular American parlour game.
Yes, he has called immigrants crim-
inals, rapists, and animals. But
what about his deep misogyny or
his boundless vulgarity and cruel-
ty? Or his winking support of white
supremacists? Or his withdrawal
from the Paris climate accord, the
Iran nuclear deal, and the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces Treaty? And, of course, there
is his war on the environment, on
health care, and on the rules-based
international system.
This morbid game never ends, of course, because

new contenders for the title emerge almost daily.
Trump is a disrupting personality, and after he’s gone,
we may well reflect on how such a deranged and moral-
ly challenged person could have been elected president
of the world’s most powerful country in the first place.
But what concerns me most is Trump’s disruption

of the institutions that are necessary for the func-
tioning of society. Trump’s “MAGA” (Make America
Great Again) agenda is, of course, not about restoring
the moral leadership of the United States. It embodies
and celebrates unbridled selfishness and self-absorp-
tion. MAGA is about economics. But that forces us
to ask: What is the basis of America’s wealth?
Adam Smith tried to provide an answer in his

classic 1776 book The Wealth of Nations. For centuries,
Smith noted, standards of living had been stagnant;
then, toward the end of the 18th century, incomes
start to soar. Why?
Smith himself was a leading light of the great

intellectual movement known as the Scottish
Enlightenment. The questioning of established
authority that followed the earlier Reformation in
Europe forced society to ask: How do we know the
truth? How can we learn about the world around us?
And how can and should we organise our society?
From the search for answers to these questions

arose a new epistemology, based on
the empiricism and scepticism of
science, which came to prevail over
the forces of religion, tradition, and
superstition. Over time, universities
and other research institutions were
established to help us judge truth
and discover the nature of our world.
Much of what we take for granted
today — from electricity, transistors,
and computers to lasers, modern
medicine, and smartphones — is
the result of this new disposition,
undergirded by basic scientific

research (most of it financed by government).
The absence of royal or ecclesiastical authority to

dictate how society should be organised to ensure
that things worked out well, or as well as they could,
meant that society had to figure it out for itself. But
devising the institutions that would ensure society’s
wellbeing was a more complicated matter than dis-
covering the truths of nature. In general, one couldn’t
conduct controlled experiments.
A close study of past experience could, however,

be informative. One had to rely on reasoning and dis-
course — recognising that no individual had a
monopoly on our understandings of social organisa-
tion. Out of this process emerged an appreciation that
governance institutions based on the rule of law, due
process, and checks and balances, and supported by

foundational values like individual liberty and justice
for all, are more likely to produce good and fair deci-
sions. These institutions may not be perfect, but they
have been designed so that it is more likely that flaws
will be uncovered and eventually corrected.
That process of experimentation, learning, and

adaptation, however, requires a commitment to
ascertaining the truth. Americans owe much of their
economic success to a rich set of truth-telling, truth-
discovering, and truth-verifying institutions. Central
among them are freedom of expression and inde-
pendent media. Like all people, journalists are fallible;
but, as part of a robust system of checks and balances
on those in positions of power, they have traditionally
provided an essential public good.
Since Smith’s day, it has been shown that a nation’s

wealth depends on the creativity and productivity of
its people, which can be advanced only by embracing
the spirit of scientific discovery and technological
innovation. And it depends on steady improvements
in social, political, and economic organisation, dis-
covered through reasoned public discourse.
The attack by Trump and his administration on

every one of the pillars of American society — and
his especially aggressive vilification of the country’s
truth-seeking institutions — jeopardises its continued
prosperity and very ability to function as a democracy.
Nor do there appear to be checks on corporate giants’
efforts to capture the institutions — the courts, legis-
latures, regulatory agencies, and major media outlets
— that are supposed to prevent them from exploiting
workers and consumers. A dystopia previously imag-
ined only by science fiction writers is emerging before
our eyes. It should give us chills to think of who “wins”
in this world, and who or what we might become, just
in the struggle to survive.

The writer is Professor at Columbia University and the 2001
recipient of the Nobel Prize in Economics. His new book,
People, Power, and Profits: Progressive Capitalism for an Age
of Discontent, will be published this month by W W  Norton
and Allen Lane. ©2019 Project Syndicate

torical quest to tame water and weather
to the present condition of the sub-conti-
nent. A MacArthur fellow, he has spent
eight years chatting with Tamil fishermen
and internationally-known meteorolo-
gists and traversing dusty British archives
as well as the sub-continent to research
this book.

Unruly Waters begins with the argu-
ment that the Himalayas and the rivers
that originate from them control the
weather, not just of the sub-continent but
indeed, the entire world. Consequently,
this region’s quest for mastery over water
has planet-wide implications. To argue
his thesis, Mr Amrith takes the reader on
a sometimes engaging, sometimes aca-
demic trip in history.
Much of the sub-continent’s history

has been driven by, what he calls
“hydraulic ambition”. Long before Babar
arrived, rulers and the ruled were both
driven by their interest in water. For the
Mughals, water was both an ornament
and necessity, not just in their formal gar-

dens but also in their architecture. British
colonial rule took hydraulic ambition to
new heights. The British were the first to
study the linkages between monsoons
and dry spells; famines and droughts.
The canals they built, notably the Ganges
canal, were not just great feats of engi-
neering, they were monuments to impe-
rial power; of England’s ascendancy over
India and its erratic monsoon, cyclones
and unruly rivers.
As British maritime power pushed fur-

ther inland into the subcontinent, the
Gangetic plain became the power axis,
with vast quantities of cotton, tobacco,
indigo, gunpowder and opium shipped by
river to Calcutta. Early on, the British
realised that much of their commerce
depended on the capricious monsoon,
unruly rivers and unpredictable storms
that the sub-continent saw with such reg-
ularity. Their efforts to tame these forces
of nature were aimed more at improving
their own fortunes rather than those of the
populace they governed. Consequently,

their policies worsened the impact of
droughts and famines that became a mis-
erably regular feature at the time. In fact,
it was when famines and droughts came
to be viewed as damning indictments of
administrative practices that anger against
the British began to build up. Even a Raj
loyalist like Dadabhai Naoroji criticised
the government’s inability to create
drought-resistant water infrastructure
even as it levied heavy taxes on Indians.
The quest to harness natural water

resources picked up pace after
Independence. As Mr Amrith writes, the
concept of development became synony-
mous with the taming of its water
resources. Nehru famously referred to
dams like Bhakra Nangal and Hirakud as
the new temples of modern India. Mega
dams and multi-purpose projects came
to be seen as ways to improve agricultural
output. They could magically address the
inequalities of nature by greening vast
tracts of land hitherto not irrigated by
any rivers. The control of water became
a source of power; its absence, a source
of enduring exclusion. In the seventies,
the subcontinent’s quest for food security
led to the Green Revolution and an

unprecedented consumption of ground
water, tapped through the humble tube
well. New power centres emerged in the
once-arid regions of north-west and
south-east India, which were now irrigat-
ed by these mega dams and had emerged
as hubs of agricultural growth.
Through all this tumultuous, breath-

less “development”, few paused to think
of the consequences of this mastery over
rivers and ground water. The author esti-
mates that since independence, 40 mil-
lion have been displaced by dams in India.
Most of these have been Adivasi, tribals,
who have not received any form of com-
pensation. The environmental conse-
quences of large dams have been equally
huge: forests drowned, soil, rivers blocked,
deltas starved of silt, natural drainage hin-
dered and worse. The present-day sce-
nario is dire from the environmental per-
spective, as pollution, climate change and
accelerating glacial melt have added to
the sub-continent’s water woes.
Although Mr Amrith offers a critical

analysis well-backed by environmental
science, he offers no alternative plan. For
example, he writes: “Groundwater has
been the cornerstone of Indian food

security since the 1970s — but for how
long?” Readers might feel compelled to
also ask — if not groundwater, what else?
The fact is that there is a crying need for
us to develop a plan to harness the plan-
et’s water resources sustainably.
Mr Amrith offers an indirect solution

though, when he makes the case that
rivers, oceans and the weather should be
issues that transcend national bound-
aries. As should the issues of climate
change, pollution and carbon emissions.
He writes: “Climate change creates prob-
lems of distance — between the source
of pollution and its consequences — but
it also creates new forms of proximity in
the form of shared risks and interdepen-
dence.” This is what makes Unruly Waters
a thought-provoking read. At a time when
our planetary commons, so to speak, are
under such grave stress, the book offers
a critical understanding of the politics of
water that could shape the fate of
mankind in the years ahead.
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Last week, when private weather forecast-
ing agency Skymet predicted that the 
monsoon could be below normal this year, 
the country went into a tizzy. Given that 
Indian agriculture continues to depend 
largely on rains for irrigation, a poor mon-
soon augurs everything from farmer dis-
tress and rising food prices to sluggish 
markets and higher food imports. This is 
why Sunil Amrith’s Unruly Waters is a 
timely book. As climate change is causing 
increasingly more erratic monsoons and 
more extreme weather phenomena than 
ever before, his painstakingly researched 
treatise establishes a link between the 
his-
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L
ate  last  month  the  U.S.
opened  another  front  in  its
ongoing multipronged tuss

le with China when it circulated a
draft resolution to the powerful 15
nation  UN  Security  Council
(UNSC) on March 27 to blacklist Pa
kistanbased  JaisheMohammed
chief  Masood  Azhar  and  subject
him  to  a  travel  ban,  an  assets
freeze and an arms embargo. It did
so  knowing  full  well  the  Chinese
position on the issue as China had
put a hold on a French proposal to
list Azhar under the 1267 alQaeda
Sanctions Committee of the Coun
cil just a few days earlier.

Washington has underlined that
it would utilise “all available ave
nues” to ensure that Azhar is held
accountable by the UNSC by sug
gesting  that  “while  we  strongly
prefer that UNSC designations take
place through the committee pro

cess, the United States and its al
lies and partners, including those
on the… Security Council, will util
ise all available avenues to ensure
that the founder and leader of the
UNdesignated terrorist organisa
tion JeM is held accountable by the
international community.”

China,  of  course,  has  reacted
strongly  to  this  move  by  arguing
that the U.S. decision to go directly
to  the  UNSC  to  designate  Azhar
could scuttle China’s eff��orts to re
solve  the  issue  amicably.  As  per
the Chinese spokesperson, “China
has been working hard with rele
vant sides and is making positive
results. The U.S. knows that very
well.  Under  such  circumstances,
the U.S. still insists on pushing the
draft  resolution,  (which)  doesn’t
make any sense.”

The U.S.-China angle
Washington will be aware that Chi
na would continue to oppose the
move but the fact that it is willing
to take on China so openly on this
issue underscores that it wants to
call  China  out  publicly.  This  was
refl��ected in U.S. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo’s tweet: “The world
cannot aff��ord China’s shameful hy

pocrisy  toward  Muslims.  On  one
hand,  China  abuses  more  than  a
million Muslims at home, but on
the other, it protects violent Islam
ic terrorist groups from sanctions
at the UN.”

France’s proposal to get Azhar
listed as a terrorist by the the UN’s
1267  sanctions  committee  was
scuttled  by  China  despite  the
move having the support of 14 out
of 15 members. In its zeal to shield
Pakistan, China has used  its veto
on Azhar’s listing at the 1267 UNSC
sanctions committee four times in
the past decade. But after the Fe
bruary  14  Pulwama  attack  that
killed  40  Central  Reserve  Police
Force (CRPF) personnel, for which

the  JeM  took  responsibility,  Chi
nese  intransigence  has  come  un
der  the  spotlight.  After  China’s
block  last  month,  France  moved
quickly to impose sanctions on Az
har,  including a  freeze on his as
sets.  It  is  working  with  its  Euro
pean  partners  the  matter  of
putting Azhar on a European Un
ion list of terrorists and terror or
ganisations.  The  international
community, apart from China, has
rallied behind India after Pulwama
and has pushed Pakistan to under
take  serious  measures  to  control
terrorism  emanating  from  its
territory.

This has been shaped by India’s
diplomatic outreach over the last
few years in which global support
has been sought to reverse Pakis
tan’s support to terrorist organisa
tions. But what has given  this an
added sense of urgency is India’s
decision  to  up  the  ante  after  the
Pulwama  attacks  by  taking  the
fi��ght to the Pakistani territory. This
has now put the onus on Pakistan
to  deescalate,  a  reversal  of  the
post1998 situation where in every
IndiaPakistan  crisis  it  was  New
Delhi which was expected to take
steps for deescalation even as ev

ery crisis was precipitated by Pa
kistan. After every crisis, the inter
national  community,  especially
the West, would persuade India to
ease  tensions,  and  in  most  cases
India relented. The postPulwama
South Asian strategic equilibrium
has shifted as New Delhi has made
it clear that it could not be expect
ed to look the other way from Pa
kistani provocations. 

Regional peace
The  latest  American  move  is  an
unprecedented one, and is not on
ly  aimed  at  forcing  the  Chinese
hand on Masood Azhar but is also
a recognition of the new regional
context  in  South  Asia  where  a
stronger global attempt to rein in
Pakistan is the only viable option
of maintaining regional peace. As
the  U.S.  and  China  prepare  the
South  Asian  chessboard,  Indian
moves have suddenly become the
decisive ones and both the powers
are  calibrating  their  own  moves
accordingly.
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Forcing China’s hand? 
The U.S. initiative to have Masood Azhar blacklisted at the UN Security Council marks a new turn 
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T
he Supreme Court has now
heard oral arguments in Re-
venue Bar Association (RBA)

v. Union of India, in which the va
lidity of the Finance Act of 2017, in
sofar as it aff��ects the structure and
functioning of various judicial tri
bunals, is under challenge. At fi��rst
blush, a dispute over the apparent
inscrutabilities  of  a  tribunal’s
working might strike us as uninter
esting and,  perhaps,  even  unim
portant.  But,  as  the  RBA’s  argu
ments  show  us,  how  the  court
decides the case will likely have a
profound bearing on India’s con
stitutional arrangements.

Untrammelled power
Ordinarily, the Finance Act, which
is enacted at the beginning of ev
ery accounting year, seeks to give
eff��ect  to  the  government’s  fi��scal
policies.  In  2017,  however,  the
state  wielded  the  statute  like  a
blunderbuss. It not only set the fi��s
cal agenda for the year ahead but
it also toppled the existing regime
governing the working of 26 diff��e
rent judicial bodies. Until recently,
each of these panels was governed
by  a  separate  statute,  and  those
laws  individually  contained  a  set
of principles providing for, among
other  things,  the  criteria  em
ployed to select and remove mem
bers to and from these bodies, and
for salaries, allowances and other
such  service  conditions  of  the
members. 

But,  in  one  fell  swoop,  the  Fi
nance  Act  not  only  abolished
some of the tribunals but also alto
gether repealed the standards pro
vided in the diff��erent statutes. In
their place, the law vested in the
Central  government  an  absolute,

untrammelled  power  to  make
rules to eff��ectively govern the op
eration of the tribunals. 

The petitioners argued that this
move runs sharply athwart judicial
independence.  The  new  law,  in
their belief, deputed to the execu
tive what was really an essential le
gislative  function.  Many  of  these
tribunals, which included the Na
tional  Green  Tribunal  (NGT),  the
Income  Tax  Appellate  Tribunal,
the National Company Law Appel
late  Tribunal,  and  the  Industrial
Disputes  Tribunal,  they  pointed
out, performed roles that were ori
ginally undertaken by  the higher
judiciary. To assign to  the execu
tive’s whims the task of establish
ing the criteria employed in select
ing members to the panels and to
provide for the members’ service
conditions  was,  therefore,  perni
cious to the basic principle of sep
aration of powers. Consider one of
the consequences. Despite the Su
preme Court’s previous ruling that
the chairperson of a judicial tribu
nal ought to be equivalent to the
Chief Justice of the high courts, as
a result of the rules now made in
furtherance of the Finance Act, in
13  diff��erent  tribunals,  a  person
who is merely qualifi��ed to be ap
pointed as a judge of a high court
can be selected as the presiding of
fi��cer. 

The  RBA’s  case,  though,  goes
beyond questions concerning de
legation  of  power.  Of  equal  con
cern  is  the  enactment  of  these
stipulations through the wangled
mechanism  of  the  Finance  Act.
Substantive  matters  concerning
the  governing  of  tribunals,  one
would think, can scarcely be con
sidered as a fi��scal measure. Yet the
draft law which introduced these
provisions was classifi��ed as a mo
ney  bill,  and  the  sanction  of  the
Rajya  Sabha  was  altogether
dodged.  Although  this  too  might
appear  on  fi��rst  glimpse  to  be  a
quarrel  over  esoteric  matters  of
procedure, the consequences are
enormous, travelling, as they do,

to the heart of India’s democratic
apparatus. 

The need for the minutiae
In  B.R.  Ambedkar’s  vision,  the
Constitution embodied not only a
charter of rights but also a founda
tion  for  republican  governance.
His worries that democracy in In
dia was “only a topdressing on an
Indian soil, which is essentially un
democratic”, saw him lay stress on
a need  to  diff��use  constitutional
morality  among India’s  citizens.
Citing  the classical historian, Ge
orge Grote, while moving the draft
Constitution  on  November  4,
1948, Ambedkar said constitution
al morality had to be seen as repre
senting  “a  paramount  reverence
for the forms of the Constitution”.
Since  such  reverence  had  to  be
cultivated,  he  thought  it  impera
tive  that  the  Constitution  com
mend the minutiae of administra
tion rather than leave such matters
purely to the legislature’s wisdom.
In  the  absence  of  such  prescrip
tions,  democracy,  he  feared,
would wallow in decline. 

The  Constitution’s  verbosity
has been a source of antipathy to
many. Too long, too rigid, too pro
lix, Sir Ivor Jennings, a preeminent
British  constitutional  expert,  re
portedly said, of the document, in
a lecture delivered at the Universi
ty of Madras in 1951. But only years
later  Jennings  was  lauding  India
for representing the region’s most
successful  constitutional  experi
ment.  This  volte  face,  as  it  hap
pened,  was  occasioned  by  those
provisions of administrative intri
cacies, which Jennings had initial

ly  found so troubling, and which
Ambedkar had thought indispen
sable.  And  it  is  those  provisions
that are today under siege. 

Some trickery
One  such  clause,  Article  110(1),
grants  to  the  Lok  Sabha Speaker
the authority to certify a draft law
as a money bill so long as such le
gislation deals only with all or any
of the matters specifi��cally listed in
the provision. These include sub
jects  such  as  the  imposition  or
abolition of a tax, the declaring of
any expenditure to be expenditure
charged on the Consolidated Fund
of  India,  and,  signifi��cantly,  also
any matter otherwise incidental to
the  subjects  specifi��ed  in  Article
110. The  ensuing  clause  clarifi��es
that a draft law will not be a money
bill for the reason that it also pro
vides for the imposition or aboli
tion of a tax. In other words, sub
stantive  laws,  which  are  not
merely  incidental  to  the  subjects
enlisted in Article 110(1) cannot be
fi��nagled  into  a  bill  that  also  hap
pens to contain taxing rules. It is
precisely such trickery that the pe
titioners  contended  the  Finance
Act of 2017 indulges in. 

The Union government,  for  its
part,  argued  that  the  Speaker  of
the  Lok  Sabha  was  not  only  cor
rect  in  making  the  classifi��cation,
but that, in any event, her decision
was beyond judicial review. To this
end, the government relied on Ar
ticle  110(3),  which  states  that  in
cases where a dispute arises over
whether  a  bill  is  a  money  bill  or
not,  the  Speaker’s  decision  shall
be considered fi��nal. But, as the Su
preme Court has repeatedly held,
the fi��nality accorded to the Speak
er’s  decision  does  not  altogether
oust  the court’s  jurisdiction. The
irrevocability  of  such  decisions
operate  only  within  the  realm  of
Parliament.  For  the  Constitution
expressly  vests  in  the  Supreme
Court  and  in  the  high  courts  the
power to review governmental ac
tions, and issue prerogative writs

every  time  those  actions  exceed
the Constitution’s remit.

Ultimately, the Speaker derives
her power from the Constitution.
In classifying a draft law as a mo
ney  bill,  therefore,  her  decision
has to be demonstrably justifi��able.
An immunity from judicial scruti
ny would eff��ectively allow the go
vernment to elude the Rajya Sab
ha’s  constitutional  checks  by
simply having the Speaker classify
a draft law as a money bill regard
less  of  whether  it,  in  fact,  meets
the conditions stipulated in Article
110(1) or not. 

From a parliamentary custom
The idea behind a money bill is de
rived  from  British  parliamentary
custom.  But  unlike  in  Britain,
where judicial review of the Speak
er’s opinion is unambiguously pro
hibited, in India, Article 110 avoids
creating any such bar. Money bills
exist simply to ensure that the Ra
jya  Sabha  isn’t  allowed  to  bring
down a government by refusing it
access to the exchequer for every
day  governance.  To  use  it  as  a
means to nullify the Upper Hous
e’s democratic role in making sub
stantive legislation denigrates the
Constitution’s form which Ambed
kar and the Constituent Assembly
considered inviolate. 

As  the  lawyer  Gautam  Bhatia
wrote in these pages (“The impe
rial  cabinet  and  an  acquiescent
court”,  March  8,  2019),  the  Su
preme  Court  has  already  squan
dered at least two opportunities in
recent times to provide a sense of
sanctity to the Constitution’s care
fully  structured  arrangements.
The dispute over the Finance Act
of 2017, therefore, assumes partic
ular  signifi��cance.  In deciding  the
case, the court will do well to pay
heed to Ambedkar’s warnings, by
recognising  that  the  niceties  of
constitutional form are not a mat
ter of trifl��es. 

Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate

practising at the Madras High Court

Trickeries of the money bill
The judgment in the tribunals case could have a profound bearing on India’s constitutional arrangements 

Suhrith Parthasarathy 
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BJP manifesto
By taking up issues of ultra
nationalism and national
security in its manifesto,
the Bharatiya Janata Party
has devised a clever
election strategy (Editorial,
“Blinkers on”, April 10). But
the Prime Minister’s
popularity has dwindled,
which opinion polls have
highlighted. The Congress’s
NYAY scheme, the
discouraging job scenario,
and the aftermath of the
goods and services tax and
demonetisation are some of
the spoilers. The manifesto
is silent on senior citizens
who were looked after well
under the UPA. In his
relentless pursuit of ‘rob
Peter to pay Paul principle’,
the Finance Minister has
drastically reduced interest
rates in banks and post
offi��ces savings schemes and
handed over the spoils to
industry to create non
existent jobs.
Kangayam R. Narasimhan,

Chennai

■ The promise of a Ram
temple in Ayodhya means

the BJP can’t garner votes
without invoking the issue
(Editorial, “Blinkers on”,
April 10); it is a promise that
is inimical to democracy and
secularism and all the liberal
ideals our Constitution
subscribes to. From a
broader perspective, all
political parties do not seem
to be focussing enough on
protecting the environment
from corporate plunder — an
issue that aff��ects the
livelihood of millions of
ordinary and lessprivileged
people. The Mahatma rightly
said that India lives in the
villages, but today it is the
unchecked pressure of
development that is
devastating the environment
and rural livelihoods.
Sukumaran C.V.,

Palakkad

■ The manifesto is nothing
but a blueprint for a ‘saff��ron
India’. There is enough
evidence in the last fi��ve years
that the ruling party has a
penchant to interfere in the
independent functioning of
Central institutions. Dubious
ways of allowing pieces of

legislation without debate in
Lok Sabha under the guise of
a ‘money bill’ point to a
regime that has no respect
for established conventions.
Moblynching under the garb
of ‘cowprotection’ is another
horror bequeathed to the
nation. Moves to put down
dissent and opinion show
that even lawabiding citizens
have much to fear. 
K. Natarajan,

Madurai

■ Essentially, there is nothing
sacrosanct or legally binding
about poll manifestos. There
is little chance that party
manifestos will sway public
opinion in an election nor
does the average citizen get
an opportunity to read them.
Pakistancentric election
canvassing will not make
Pakistan go away. It is our
neighbour and we have to
live with that reality. There is
no plan on how any political
party will eventually resolve
the thorny relationship. India
is under an enormous
misinformation campaign
largely fuelled by political
parties using their back offi��ce

cyber cells. This poses a
grave challenge to the very
diversity that is India’s
unique heritage.
H.N. Ramakrishna,

Bengaluru

■ Economic woes will weigh
on the voter but may not
determine the outcome of
the Lok Sabha election. The
BJP’s main opponent does
not have any compelling
economic propositions
either. And elections are not
determined by economics
alone. The BJP has the
ultimate, powerful weapon —
a Prime Minister who has
unmatched oratorical skills
and popularity.
C.V. Venugopalan,

Palakkad

The fi��rst vote 
Nobody needs to teach the
people about the valour, s of
our defence forces. They
already have a lot of
gratitude towards our armed
forces. Therefore, the Prime
Minister’s appeal to fi��rsttime
voters is perplexing. It runs
the risk of being
misconstrued in terms of ‘us

construed as aimed at
invoking the spirit of
nationalism in the minds of
young voters who are
otherwise ignorant of the
sacrifi��ces of our armed
forces personnel. Requesting
voters to dedicate their votes
for the country, society and
armed forces is way better
than asking for votes on a
caste and communal basis,
which almost all parties do
without any compunction.
V. Subramanian,

Chennai

Emerging concern
I wonder how Indian health
authorities are reacting to
reports on the spread of a
multidrug resistant fungus,
Candida auris, especially in
hospital settings. In a
country where healthcare
responses vary and where
there is still limited
awareness of the dangers of
antibiotic misuse, a central
and clear response becomes
all the more important.
Shymala Natarajan,

Chennai

and them’ (Page 1, “Dedicate
your fi��rst vote to armed
forces, Modi tells young
voters”, April 10). People
should not get carried away
by such oratorical appeals,
but judge him and his party
on the basis of performance. 
D. Sethuraman,

Chennai

■ It is almost as if the armed
forces are also contesting the
elections. Is this not a blatant
violation of the model code
of conduct? Not only is our
leader attempting to
politicise the armed forces
but he is also looking at them
as a part of goods and
services being off��ered by his
party. Prime Ministers will
come and go but the armed
forces will go on forever. 
Abdul Assis P.A.,

Thrissur, Kerala

■ It is unfair to make an issue
out of every utterance and
attribute motives. The
sacrifi��ces made by our
armed forces have never
been the talking points
during elections. The
statement could well be
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T
he Election Commission has taken the correct de

cision to go ahead with the fi��rst phase of polling,

on Thursday, in the Lok Sabha election in Chhat

tisgarh after the deadly Maoist attack in Dantewada on

Tuesday.  Maoists  struck  at  a  convoy  in  Dantewada,

which comes under  the Bastar parliamentary consti

tuency, and killed Bhima Mandavi, the BJP MLA from

Dantewada, and four security personnel. The aim was

clearly to disrupt the electoral process, and it will be vi

tal for the administration to ensure polling without fear

of violence. Equally grimly, the attack underlines the

reality that for all the reverses they have suff��ered in the

past few years, the Maoists retain their ability to pick

and choose targets. Initial reports suggest that an im

provised explosive device blew up the lead vehicle in

Mandavi’s  twovehicle  convoy,  and  the  second  then

came under gunfi��re from the Maoists who had laid the

ambush. A speedy inquiry should clarify the facts of the

incident, but it is reported that the BJP legislator may

have been complacent, choosing to ignore the police

advice that he take along additional security cover that

was available to him. However, these early details also

show that  in terms of  intelligence the attackers man

aged to be one step ahead, despite the heavy security

bandobast in the area in light of the Lok Sabha election.

Given that it is diffi��cult to fully secure a State with a

history of violent attacks, it is important that adequate

measures be put in place to protect the candidates in

the fray, over 160 of them, for the 11 Lok Sabha consti

tuencies  that will go  to  the polls  in  three phases, on

April 11, 18 and 23. After the relatively peaceful conduct

of the Assembly elections in the State late last year, it

would have signalled a precipitous slide if the electoral

process  in  Chhattisgarh  were  to  be  disrupted  now.

Beyond security for the peaceful conduct of elections,

the  latest  attack  highlights  the  need  for  the  security

forces to keep updating their standard operating proce

dures. It is also a call for the civil administration to keep

extending its reach in the forests of central India, espe

cially Bastar. Even as the security forces stare down the

Maoist threat, the political and administrative respons

es are crucial. In most of the violencehit regions of In

dia, responsibility for security has been passed on to

the paramilitary forces in abundant measure. The ca

pacities of the State police need to be addressed. Local

communities,  in  turn,  have  to  be  reassured  that  the

fi��ght against Maoism is also a political one. The Maoist

argument lost its potency long ago. But the diffi��cult task

of addressing people’s aspirations and concerns, espe

cially about exploitation and alienation from their lands

in the face of extractive policies in their resourcerich

habitat, must be pursued on a war footing.

Dantewada ambush
As polling begins in Chhattisgarh, 

a brutal reminder of the Maoist challenge 

T
he Supreme Court’s decision to consider the rele

vance of the documents published in the media

on the Rafale deal is a fi��rm and necessary rebuff��

to the Central government’s attempts to prevent judi

cial examination of these papers and to delegitimise all

investigative journalism on the subject. The court’s un

animous verdict, rendered in two concurring orders by

a threejudge Bench, means that review petitions fi��led

against earlier orders declining an investigation into the

purchase of Rafale jets will now be taken up on merits

and that the petitioners are free to rely on these docu

ments,  regardless  of  their  provenance.  These  docu

ments include those published by The Hindu. A dissent

ing note by members of  the  India Negotiating Team,

and notes that disclose unease in the Defence Ministry

over parallel negotiations at the PMO’s instance under

mining the offi��cial parleys are among them. It would

have been a travesty had the government succeeded in

blocking judicial scrutiny of these documents, as they

disclose signifi��cant details about the decisionmaking

process. The government’s desperate attempts to pre

vent the court from relying on these papers included a

claim of privilege under the Evidence Act, a threat of in

voking the Offi��cial Secrets Act (OSA) and an accusation

that the published documents were “stolen” ones. La

ter, it toned down the allegation by saying the original

documents  had  not  been  stolen,  and  what  were  pu

blished were unauthorised photocopies. None of these

claims impressed the court, which relied on the princi

ple that how a piece of evidence is obtained is immate

rial, as long as it is relevant to adjudicating an issue.

The decision on the admissibility of the documents

has signifi��cance beyond the Rafale issue: it revivifi��es the

rights of a free press and underscores the principle that

it is public interest, and not the content of a document

alone, that will decide whether disclosure is needed or

not in a given case. Referring to the publication of the

Rafale documents  in The Hindu, Chief  Justice Ranjan

Gogoi  observed  that  “the  right  of  such  publication

would seem to be in consonance with the constitutional

guarantee of  freedom of  speech”. Citing  the U.S. Su

preme Court decision on the Pentagon Papers, he not

ed  that neither  the OSA nor any other  law vests any

power  in  the  executive  to  stop  publication  of  docu

ments  marked  ‘secret’  or  the  placing  of  such  docu

ments before a court of law which may be called upon

to adjudicate a legal issue. It is premature to conclude,

based on this development, that the court’s earlier deci

sion to not order a criminal investigation into the pur

chase of 36 Rafale jets will be revisited. However, it will

certainly help provide clarity on several aspects of the

murky  deal.  Had  the  government  agreed  to  a  parlia

mentary probe early on, it would not be suff��ering the

sort of setback it has now faced in the Supreme Court.

Rafale rebuff��
Supreme Court’s decision exposes attempts 

to de-legitimise investigative journalism 
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Civic chiefs of Wolverhampton last night [April 9] lifted a two
year ban on Sikh busmen wearing beards and turbans – and
averted a ritual suicide threat. The ban had angered Britain’s
130,000 Sikhs who considered it an aff��ront to their religion,
and it sparked demonstrations in India. The British Govern
ment, fearing a race crisis could blow up here [Wolverhamp
ton, England], intervened, and last night the Wolverhampton
Transport Committee reversed its policy – just four days be
fore Sikh leader Sohan Singh Jolly planned to burn himself to
death. Mr. Jolly, 66, a former Inspector in the Kenya Police,
had declared that unless the ban was lifted, his selfimmola
tion on Sunday would be followed by other prominent Sikhs in
a chain of deathbyburning. A British Government junior Mi
nister paid a surprise visit to Wolverhampton on Tuesday. The
Committee, in apparent deference to this, said it was lifting the
ban because of outside pressure. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 11, 1969

UK Sikhs force lifting of ban on turbans
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FROM ARCHIVES

In the [House of ] Commons [on April 2], replying to Sir J.D.
Rees, Mr. Fisher stated that [Secretary of State for India] Mr.
Edwin Montagu had proposed that as soon as convenient after
the war there would be an enquiry in India regarding the desir
ability or otherwise on administrative and fi��nancial grounds of
modifying the present management of Railways in India which
were owned by the State, but worked by Companies domiciled
in England by incorporating the lines in existing Stateworked
systems, or converting them into separate Stateworked lines
or handing them over to Companies domiciled in India. Mr.
Fisher also stated that the reports of the Southborough Com
mittees had not yet been received from the Government of In
dia. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 11, 1919.

Railway Nationalisation.

Manifestoes are acts of communica
tion. They seek to inspire with rhe
toric. When the BJP’s manifesto was
released, I was not sure if the party
was  even  trying  to  communicate
with the people. There is a humour
less  ferocity  in  the  document  that
makes one wonder about the mind
set of the communicators. It’s like an
exam  where  the  examinee  awards
himself full marks, regardless of the
questions the public is asking. There
is an attempt to force the discourse
towards what the party  is obsessed
with  rather  than  answer  questions
about its performance.

To switch metaphors,  it  reads as
though three directors of a board are
sending letters to stockholders about
profi��tability. The marginalisation of
the stakeholders is obvious. On pag
es  34  and  35,  for  instance,  minori
ties, the elderly, the disabled, shop
keepers, and artisans each get a line
not as a statement of concern but as a
recognition of their marginality. 

A checklist
The cover shows Prime Minister Na
rendra Modi, and the back page fea
tures Syama Prasad Mookerjee, Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya and Atal Bihari Vaj
payee assuring ideological continui
ty. If the three letters from Mr. Modi,
Home  Minister  Rajnath  Singh,  and
party  president  Amit  Shah  reveal
some attempt  to communicate,  the
rest  of  the  document  achieves  a
change in style, which is intriguing. It
reveals a checklist, a ‘take it or leave
it’  attitude.  There  is  no  attempt  to
even correct typos in the document.
One cannot quite fi��gure out if it is in
diff��erence to quality or the arrogance
of a group convinced that it is return
ing  to  power,  performing  an  unne
cessary but unavoidable exercise. 

Mr. Modi called the elections a fes
tival of democracy. One wishes  the
manifesto was an invitation to it. It is
clear that Mr. Modi has turned deve
lopment into a dismal science and he
invites  us  to  this  dismal  India.  The
document  celebrates  elections  but
has  little  sense  of  democracy.  The

confi��dence of ushering in achhe din
is missing in it. 

Development is second to securi
ty.  Terms  like  “surgical  strike”  and
“zero  tolerance  towards  terrorism”
are summoned to dance to the BJP’s
idea of national security. There is a
quiet  sense  of  paranoia  as  security
gets defi��ned as  the standard obses
sion  of  the  right.  Yet,  the  way  the
roads  in  Kashmir  were  shut  down
creating a humanitarian problem re
veals  scant  sensitivity  to  the  pro
blem. 

On agriculture, the responses are
rote. There is barely any grasp of the
crisis of agriculture, of the rampant
drought, of the epidemic of suicides.
The assumption is that a bit of tinker
ing  with  prices  and  insurance  can
restore  the  livelihoods  of  a  people.
What is stark is the separation of se
curity from livelihood. Agriculture is
broken down to a  few programmes
and missions. During World War II,
soldiers would be made to dig ditch
es  and  fi��ll  them  up  to  keep  them
selves occupied. They coined an irre
verent term for it: SNAFU (‘situation
normal, all  fouled up’). The SNAFU
sense of agriculture in the BJP docu
ment stands out. There are mentions
of technological fi��xes, but there is no
exertion to tie technology, the politi
cal economy and culture. For a party
which invokes culture, agriculture is
reduced to a set of price and techno
logical fi��xes. 

The claims about the Swachh Bha

rat  Mission  leaves  one  wondering
whether the BJP has heard of Bezwa
da Wilson. As Mr. Wilson, who is na
tional convenor of the Safai Karma
chari  Andolan,  said,  behind  all
Swachh programmes  there are  sca
vengers and septic tanks. To ignore
the scavengers and tanks is to deny
justice and dignity to people. By em
phasising technology, the BJP seems
blind to the humanity of scavengers. 

There is a fi��xation with technology
and management everywhere, but as
a result, one loses the imagination of
the city and the informal economy.
There is no sense of civics or civic life
as transport grids cover the city. The
city is conceived of as a grid of tech
nologies.  The  question  of  plurality,
culture, diff��erence and migration is
lost in this monolinguism of technoc
racy. 

There is an absentmindedness to
the document when it talks of unity
and Ram Janmabhoomi in the same
breath. The confusion of majoritar
ianism with national unity is a lethal
fl��aw. But the BJP refuses an attempt
to correct the error. 

There is no urgency about climate
change,  no  sense  of  the  Anthropo
cene. Ecology gets reduced to a fi��xa
tion on the Ganga. 

One returns repeatedly to the lan
guage  of  the  report.  First,  it  has  a
sense  of  a  submission  to  the  Guin
ness World Records rather than a re
port to a people. The subconscious
humour turns sour as the document,

ignoring the problems brought about
by the National Register of Citizens,
the Rohingya crisis, and the Armed
Forces  (Special Powers) Act,  claims
the  Northeast  is  now  closer  to  the
mainstream than ever before. 

The  document  barely  mentions
demonetisation, which caused havoc
across the country. 

It  emphasises  Artifi��cial  Intelli
gence  and  “robotic  research”.  Do
such  technologies  add  to  jobs?  We
don’t know. There is little sense of bi
ological and ecological technologies.
Anthropocene  and  urban  planning
are forgotten as India joins the techn
ological  bandwagon  without  any
sense of ecology, culture or context. 

A managerial model 
India  wants  to  be  a  worldclass  na
tion  without  even  asking  what  the
term  means  and  what  its  conse
quences  are.  There  is  hardly  any
thought on the quality of science or
education. What one confronts  is a
huge promise of access to seats with
out any understanding of the univer
sity  as  an  organic  institution.  The
question  of  expansion  is  treated  li
nearly in terms of technology and ad
missions but the role of the teacher
as  an  autonomous  academic  is  ig
nored. We  face  the prospect of un
iversities serving government and in
dustry  but  lacking  any  function
beyond this service model. Even the
question of women’s empowerment
lacks a vision of rightsbased strate
gies. 

Reading the document one sees an
emphasis on policy without culture,
of prescriptions without a real sense
of the polity. It is an attempt to create
a managerial  model  of  governance
while  quietly  downplaying  the  de
mands  of  democracy.  Here  again,
language is the key. There are haunt
ing  silences  —  about  violence,  free
dom,  alternatives  —  as  the  BJP  pre
tends  it  is  a  juggernaut  moving
linearly towards its goals. What one
misses is a nod to debate and doubt.
Everything gets subjugated by indica
tors  and  indices,  which  show  little
awareness of  the actual  lives of  the
people. The dreariness of the future
becomes  obvious  in  the  document
when  a  democracy,  like  develop
ment, is reduced to dismal science. 

Shiv Visvanathan is an academic associated

with the Compost Heap, a group in pursuit of

alternative ideas and imagination

The party is obsessed with technological fi��xes to humanitarian problems 

“There are prescriptions without a real sense of the polity in the BJP’s
manifesto”. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP president Amit Shah
release the manifesto for the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, in New Delhi * PTI

Notes on the BJP’s manifesto 

Shiv Visvanathan 

Abdelaziz Boutefl��ika’s resignation as Alger
ian President on April 2 was a momentous
development. The popular disaff��ection that
forced him out after two decades in power
was triggered by worsening socioeconomic
conditions largely due to lower oil and gas re
venues. It can also be seen as a delayed arriv
al of the Arab Spring, with the youth feeling
increasingly disconnected from the geronto
crats and their hogra (insolence).

Algerian peculiarities
However, the Algerian sociopolitical context
has at least two peculiarities. First, since Al
geria’s  independence  in  1962,  the  country
has always been ruled by an informal coali
tion of the National Liberation Front and ar
my generals (collectively called  le  Pouvoir,
or ‘the Power’). While this has ensured conti
nuity, durability and predictability, it has re
sisted political evolution. Second, from the
late 1980s, Algeria endured a long period of
sociopolitical  crisis  which  resulted  in  the
emergence of the Islamists led by the Islamic
Salvation Front (FIS). This party was denied
victory in the 199192 elections, and this led
to  a  gruesome  insurgency  causing  nearly
200,000 deaths. In fact, le Pouvoir brought
in Mr. Boutefl��ika in 1999 to close this chapter
and  foster  national  reconciliation.  It  is  be
cause of this bitter legacy that Algerians pref
er a stifl��ing stability over any uncertainty. As
a result, the recent demonstrations, though
massive, were peaceful.

However, Mr. Boutefl��ika’s attempt to seek
a fi��fth term was the proverbial last straw. In
popular perception, the country was being
ruled in Mr. Boutefl��ika’s name by le Pouvoir.
The  popular  opprobrium  against  his  fi��fth
term intensifi��ed and morphed into a call for
his  resignation,  removal  of  the  entire  old
guard, and a new political structure that is
more transparent and responsive to the peo
ple. Le Pouvoir’s initial response to the pop
ular discontent was to be in denial, prevari
cate  and  resort  to  tokenism.  It  was  only
recently that the army chief publicly called
for Mr. Boutefl��ika to be declared as incapac
itated. ‘Boutexit’ followed, paving the way to
a transitional presidency, which was ratifi��ed
by the national Parliament on April 9.

Although Mr. Boutefl��ika’s exit is certainly
a tactical triumph for the popular will, it also
pushes  Algeria  into  uncharted  territory.

While nominal political institutions and pro
cesses exist in Algeria, these lack both effi��ca
cy  and  credibility.  On  the  other  hand,  the
protests were largely spontaneous, without
orchestration, organisational structure and
leadership. Boutexit  seems  to have embol
dened  the protesters  to expand  their wish
list to exclude le Pouvoir from the future dis
pensation. Though on the defensive, le Pou
voir (and the oligarchs tagged to it) is unlike
ly to ride willingly into the sunset. Thus, an
immediate and uncompromising pursuit of
this ambitious popular agenda runs the risk
of unleashing a protracted battle of attrition
resulting in instability, radicalisation and/or
regime repression. The substantive issues of
socioeconomic  reforms,  corruption,  and
the ArabBerber divide are likely to be held
in abeyance till political issues are resolved.
This  could  further  accentuate  these  grie
vances. Any longwinding transition would
strengthen Gulf infl��uence, French meddling
and simmering Islamic militancy. Avoidance
of  such  pitfalls  would  require  everyone  to
show maturity and fl��exibility. After all, the
stakes  are  quite  high:  Algeria’s  42  million
population is second only to Egypt’s in the
Arab world. It is an OPEC member, a major
gas supplier to Europe, and a large importer
of goods ranging from automobiles to phar
maceuticals. Protracted uncertainty in Alge
ria can aff��ect Europe by disrupting energy
supplies, causing a surge in immigration and
in radicalisation of the four million Algerians
living in Europe.

Signifi��cance for India
For India, too, Algerian developments have
multiple  signifi��cance.  First,  Mr.  Boutefl��ika
was a friend of India and paid a state visit in
2001. His successor will, hopefully, continue
the  bilateral  amity.  Second,  bilateral  eco
nomic ties are robust and growing. Algeria is
an  important  market  for  India’s  foodstuff��,
automobiles, farm machinery, pharmaceuti
cals, mobiles and cosmetics. It is also India’s
source for strategic commodities, especially
hydrocarbons and phosphates. A number of
Indian contractors have been active in Alge
ria, notably Larsen & Toubro, which recently
won a $1 billion hydrocarbon project  from
Sonatrach, the national oil company. At the
political  level, Algeria has been one of  the
few members of the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation to have consistently supported
India’s case against terrorism. India can play
a vital role in ensuring that Algeria’s immi
nent sociopolitical transition is smooth by
helping the country with institutionbuilding
and infrastructure.

Mahesh Sachdev was Indian Ambassador to Algeria

from 1999 to 2001

Algeria after Boutefl��ika
While the longserving President’s exit is a tactical triumph of 
the popular will, it pushes the nation into uncharted territory

Mahesh Sachdev

The political endorsement that was re
cently given to the BJP by the Rajasthan
Governor  has  reignited  the  debate  on
the independence and neutrality of the
constitutional post. The Governor’s of
fi��ce  has  often  courted  controversy  for
the incumbent’s political views. Howev

er, there is a marked diff��erence between seemingly routine
deviations from strict constitutional norms and the present
case, in which the alleged impropriety is neither subtle nor
cloaked in specious constitutional justifi��cations.

The Sarkaria Commission described the Governor as “a
Constitutional sentinel and a vital link between the Union
and the State.” In S.R. Bommai (1994), the Supreme Court
said, “The offi��ce of  the Governor...  is  intended  to ensure
protection and sustenance of the constitutional process of
the working of the Constitution by the elected executive.”
M.K. Gandhi said about the Governor’s offi��ce: “He would be
an arbiter when there was a constitutional deadlock in the
State and he would be able to play an impartial role.”

Given the vagueness surrounding the process of appoint
ing and removing the Governor, doubts have been raised
about the ‘legal nature’ of his offi��ce. According to B.R. Am
bedkar, “He is the representative not of a party; he is the re
presentative of the people as a whole of the State. It is in the
name of the people that he carries on the administration.”
In Hargovind Pant v. Raghukul Tilak (1979), the Supreme
Court affi��rmed that the “offi��ce of the Governor was not sub
ordinate or subservient to the Government of India”.

In the contemporary constitutional landscape, the Gover
nor is expected to advance the cause of ‘federalism’ and ‘de
mocracy’, which form a part of the basic structure of the
Constitution. In Government of NCT of Delhi v. Union of In
dia (2018), then Chief Justice of India, Dipak Misra, clarifi��ed
that democracy and federalism are fi��rmly imbibed in India’s
constitutional ethos, while reiterating that democracy re
quires the constant affi��rmation of constitutional morality.

Despite his unique constitutional positioning, the Gover
nor is sometimes not seen as willing or able to discharge his
functions as judiciously, impartially and effi��ciently as envis
aged by the fi��rst Administrative Reforms Commission. A pe
rusal of the reports of the Sarkaria, Punchhi and Venkata
chaliah  Commissions  reveals  that  the  independence  and
dignity of the gubernatorial offi��ce is invariably undermined
by the appointment of persons not suited to the post, the
lack of security of tenure, the lack of an appropriate removal
mechanism,  with  no  reasonable  postretirement  benefi��ts
and  limitations  on  postretirement  political  ingratiation.
Consequently, the promise of the institution remains as un
derwhelming as ever while the perils continue to multiply. It
is high time that the recommendations of the relevant com
missions are implemented in letter and spirit to obviate the
danger of a fullblown constitutional crisis, to buttress con
stitutional morality and to restore the dignity of this offi��ce.

Shivam is a PhD candidate in law at the Faculty of Law, Delhi University.
Anmolam is a lawyer, running a nonprofi��t organisation BDLAAAW
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Gubernatorial impropriety
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Electoral bonds

Electoral bonds are bearer instruments in the nature of Pro
missory Notes issued by banks. They are interestfree instru
ments that can be purchased from specifi��ed branches of the
State Bank of India by any citizen of India or body incorporat
ed in India within fi��xed periods. The government’s argument
was that banks would be able to track the buyers of electoral
bonds through their KYC details and thus ensure that clean
money comes into the system, while protecting the donor’s
anonymity. However, critics argue that this has made political
funding more opaque since there is no way of knowing who
donated and how much to a political party. There is also no
cap on the quantum of electoral bonds. The BJP was the big
gest benefi��ciary of electoral bonds in 201718, accounting for
94.5% of the bonds worth a little over ₹��210 crore.
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Watch | N. Ram in conversation with Prannoy Roy

http://bit.ly/PrannoyRam
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SFRZY»F IYF ÀF¨F-ÓFìNSFRZY»F ÀFüQZ ´FS ÀF„´Fie¸F IYûXMÊ IYF R`YÀF»FF d³FdV¨F°F øY´F ÀFZ ¸FûQe ÀFSIYFS IZY ¸F³F ¸F„°FFd¶FIY ³FWeÔ W`, »FZdIY³F BÀF R`YÀF»FZ IYF ½FW ·Fe ¸F°F»F¶F ³FWeÔ W` þû IYFa¦FiZÀF AüS I„YL A³¹F Q»Fûa IZY ³FZ°FFAûa IYe AûS ÀFZ ´FZVF dIY¹FF þF SWF W`Ü¨FìadIY ¨F„³FF½Fe ¸FFWü»F ¸FZÔ SFþ³Fed°FIY Q»F WS LûXMZ-¶FXOÞZ ¸FÀF»FZ IYû °Fì»F QZ°FZW``Ô BÀFd»FE BÀF ´FS W`S°F ³FWeÔ dIY I„YL ³FZ°FF ÀF„´Fie¸F IYûXMÊ IZY °FFþF R`YÀF»FZ IYû A´F³Fe þe°F ¶F°FF³FZ ¸FZÔ þ„XM ¦FE W`Ô, »FZdIY³F BÀFIYe A³FQZJe ³FWeÔ IYe þF ÀFIY°Fe dIY þ¶F ÀF„´Fie¸F IYûXMÊ ³FZ SFRZY»F ÀFüQZ IYû ¢»Fe³F d¨FXM Qe ±Fe °Fû IYFa¦FiZÀF ³FZ CÀF ´FS ¦FüS IYS³FZ ÀFZ B³IYFS IYS°FZ W„E ¨FüIYeQFS IYû ¨FûS ¶F°FF³FZ IYF dÀF»FdÀF»FF IYF¹F¸F SJF ±FFÜ °F¶F CÀFIYF ¹FW ·Fe °FIÊY ±FF dIY W¸F °Fû ÀF„´Fie¸F IYûXMÊ ¦FE We ³FWeÔ ±FZ AüS W¸FFSe ¸FFa¦F ¹FW W` dIY ÀFa¹F„¢°F ÀFaÀFQe¹F ÀFd¸Fd°F ÀFZ BÀF ÀFüQZ IYe þFa¨F WûÜ SFRZY»F ÀFüQZ ´FS ÀF„´Fie¸F IYûXMÊ IZY R`YÀF»FZ IZY dJ»FFRY QF¹FS ´F„³Fd½FÊ¨FFS ¹FFd¨FIYFAûa IYe ÀF„³F½FFBÊ Wû³Fe We ±FeÜ B³F ¹FFd¨FIYFAûa IYe ÀF„³F½FFBÊ IYû »FZIYS ÀFSIYFS ³FZ ¹FW Q»Fe»F Qe ±Fe dIY ¨FûSe ÀFZ WFdÀF»F dIYE ¦FE QÀ°FF½FZþûa IYF ÀFaÄFF³F ³FWeÔ d»F¹FF þF³FF ¨FFdWEÜ ¹FW EIY IY¸FþûS Q»Fe»F ±Fe AüS CÀFIZY JFdSþ Wû³FZ IZY AFÀFFS ±FZ, »FZdIY³F ¹FW ÀF¸FÓF³FF IYdN³F W` dIY ÀF„´Fie¸F IYûXMÊ IYû ¹FW °F¹F IYS³FZ ¸FZÔ B°F³FF ½F¢°F ¢¹Fûa »F¦F ¦F¹FF dIY dIYÀFe ¸FF¸F»FZ IYe ÀF„³F½FFBÊ ¸FZÔÔ ¨FûSe ÀFZ WFdÀF»F dIYE ¦FE QÀ°FF½FZþûa IYF ÀFaÄFF³F d»F¹FF þF ÀFIY°FF W` ¹FF ³FWeÔ?A¶F þ¶F ÀF„´Fie¸F IYûXMÊ ³FZ ¹FW ÀFFRY IYS dQ¹FF W` dIY d½FVFZ¿FFd²FIYFS ½FF»FZAüS ÀFF±F We ¦Fû´F³Fe¹F°FF Ad²Fd³F¹F¸F IZY QF¹FSZ ¸FZÔ AF³FZ ½FF»FZ QÀ°FF½FZþûÔ IYûdIYÀFe ¸FF¸F»FZ IYe ÀF„³F½FFBÊ IYF dWÀÀFF ¶F³FF¹FF þF ÀFIY°FF W` °F¶F dRYS þøYSe ¹FW W` dIY ½FW A´F³FF Aad°F¸F R`YÀF»FF ¹F±FFVFe§Fi QZÜ BÀFIYF IYûBÊ Aüd¨F°¹F ³FWeÔ dIY SF¿XMÑe¹F ¸FW°½F IZY EIY þøYSe ÀFüQZ IYe ÀF„³F½FFBÊ »Fa¶FZ ÀF¸F¹F °FIY ÀF„´Fie¸F IYûXMÊ ¸FZÔ AXMIYe SWZÜ ¹FW NeIY ³FWeÔ dIY A·Fe ·Fe ¹FW °F¹F ³FWeÔ dIY ´F„³Fd½FÊ¨FFS ¹FFd¨FIYFAûa ´FS ÀF„³F½FFBÊ IY¶F ÀFZ VF„øY Wû¦Fe? BÀF ¸FF¸F»FZ ¸FZÔ Aad°F¸F R`YÀF»FF QZ³FZ ¸FZÔ BÀFd»FE QZS ³FWeÔ IYe þF³Fe ¨FFdWE, ¢¹FûadIY I„YL SFþ³Fed°FIY Q»F SFRZY»F ÀFüQZ ¸FZÔ ¦FXOÞ¶FXOÞe IYû ¨F„³FF½Fe ¸F„ïF ¶F³FF³FZ IYe IYûdVFVF¸FZÔ W``ÔÜ À½FF·FFd½FIY °FüS ´FS IYFa¦FiiZÀF BÀF¸FZÔ ÀF¶FÀFZ AF¦FZ W``Ü BÀF¸FZÔ WþÊ ³FWeÔ, »FZdIY³F ¹FW d½Fd¨FÂF W` dIY CÀFIZY ³FZ°FF ³¹FF¹FF²FeVF IYe °FSW ½¹F½FWFS IYS³FZ ¸FZÔ »F¦FZ W„E W`ÔÜ B°F³FF We ³FWeÔ, ½FZ ÓFìN IYF ·Fe ÀFWFSF »FZ SWZ W``ÔÜ C³FIYe ¸FF³FZÔ °Fû ÀF„´Fie¸F IYûXMÊ ³FZ ¹FW ¸FF³F d»F¹FF W` dIY ½FF¹F„ÀFZ³FF IYe 30 WXþFS IYSFZOÞ IYe SFdVF Ad³F»F Aa¶FF³Fe IYFZ Qe ¦FBÊÜ AFdJS ¹FW IYûSF ÓFìN ³FWeÔ °Fû ¢¹FF W`? IYFa¦FiZÀF A²¹FÃF SFW„»F ¦FFa²Fe SFRZY»F ÀFüQZ ´FS ´Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe IYû J„»Fe ¶FWÀF IYe ¨F„³Fü°Fe ·Fe QZ SWZ W``Ô, »FZdIY³F ¹FW À´F¿XM ³FWeÔ IYS SWZ dIY ¢¹FF ½FW A¦FÀ°FF ½FZÀXM»F`ÔOX WZd»FIYFG´XMS JSeQ AüS ³FZVF³F»F WZSF»OX ¸FF¸F»FZ ´FS ·Fe ¶FWÀF IYS³FZ IYû °F`¹FFS W``Ô? þû ·Fe Wû, A¦FS SFW„»F ¦FFa²Fe IZY ´FFÀF SFRZY»F ÀFüQZ ¸FZÔ ¦FXOÞ¶FXOÞe IYF ½F`ÀFF IYûBÊ ÀF„¶Fì°F W` þ`ÀFZ ¶FûRYûÀFÊ °Fû´F ÀFüQZ ¹FF dRYS A¦FÀ°FF ½FZÀXM»F``ÔOX WZd»FIYFG´XMS ÀFüQZ ¸FZÔ ÀFF¸F³FZ AFE ±FZ °Fû dRYS ½FZ ÀFF½FÊþd³FIY dIYE þF³FZ ¨FFdWE ¹FF dRYS ÀF„´Fie¸F IYûXMÊ IYû ÀFüÔ´FZ þF³FZ ¨FFdWEÜ´FWFOÞ ́ FS ̧ F„ïF d½FIYFÀF»FûIYÀF·FF ¨F„³FF½F ¸FZÔ d´FL»FZ °Fe³F QVFIYûÔ ¸FZÔ ´FdV¨F¸F ¶Fa¦FF»F ¸FZÔ EZÀFF ´FW»Fe ¶FFSX Wû SXWF W` dIY ´FWFOÞXe ÃFZÂF QFdþÊd»FÔ¦F ¸FZÔ A»F¦F SFª¹F IYe ¸FFa¦F ¸F„ïF ³FWeÔ W`Ü ½FWFa ¦FûSJF þ³F¸F„d¢°F ¸Fû¨FFÊ (¦Fûþ¸F„¸Fû) IYF d½F¸F»F ¦F„÷Ya¦F ¦F„MX Wû ¹FF dRYS d½F³F¹F °FF¸FFa¦F ¦F„MX ¹FF dRYSX þeE³FE»FERY ÀFdW°F A³¹F ´FFdMXÊ¹FFÔ A»F¦F ¦FûSXJF»F`ÔO IYe ´F„SXF³Fe ¸FFÔ¦F ÀFZ Ad²FIY ¨FF¹F ¶FF¦FF³F ßFd¸FIYûÔ IYû ³¹Fì³F°F¸F ¸FþQìSXe, ´Fe³FZ ¹Fû¦¹F ´FF³Fe, d¶Fþ»Fe, dVFÃFF AüSX SXûþ¦FFSX ImY A½FÀFSXûÔ IYe ¸FFÔ¦F ´FSX Ad²FIY þûSX QZ SXWe W``ÔÜ WF»FFadIY ¦Fûþ¸F„¸Fû IZY ·Fìd¸F¦F°F ³FZ°FF d½F¸F»F¦F„÷Ya¦F ³FZ I„YL dQ³F ´FW»FZ EIY ³¹Fìþ EþZÔÀFe IYû dQE ÀFFÃFF°IYFS ¸FZÔ IYWF ±FF dIY ¦FûSJF»F`ÔOX SFª¹F IYF ¸F„ïF ³FWeÔ LûOÞXF W`Ü ´FSa°F„ BÀF ¶FFS ½FW ÀFdIiY¹F øY´F ÀFZ ¨F„³FF½F ¸FZÔ ÀFF¸F³FZ ³FWeÔ W`ÔÜ QFdþÊd»FÔ¦F »FûIYÀF·FF d³F½FFÊ¨F³F ÃFZÂF ¸FZÔ 18 A´Fi`»F IYû ¸F°FQF³F Wû¦FF, dþÀF¸FZÔ ¦FûSXJF þ³F¸F„d¢°F ¸Fû¨FFÊ ImY Qû ¦F„MX EIY-QìÀFSXZ IYû MX¢IYSX QZ°FZ dQJZÔ¦FZÜ BÀF¸FZÔ EIY ¦F„MX IYF ³FZ°FÈ°½F d½F¸F»F ¦F„÷Ya¦F AüSX QìÀFSXZ IYF d½F³F¹F °FF¸FFÔ¦F IYSX SXWZ W`ÔÜ ¦F„÷Ya¦F ¹FWFÔ ·FFþ´FF ImY C¸¸FeQ½FSX SXFþì dÀFÔW d¶Fá IYF ÀF¸F±FÊ³F IYSX SXWZ W`Ô, ½FWeÔ °FF¸FFÔ¦F °FÈ¯F¸Fì»F IYFÔ¦FiZÀF IZY dMXIYMX ´FS ¸F`QF³F ¸FZÔ C°FSZ A¸FSX dÀFÔW SXFBÊ ImY ´FÃF ¸FZÔ W`ÔÜ ·F¦F½FF Q»F IYû ´Fi¸F„JÀ±FF³Fe¹F Q»F, k¦FûSXJF ³FZVF³F»F d»F¶FSXZVF³F RiaYMXX (þeE³FE»FERY) IYF ·Fe ÀF¸F±FÊ³F WFdÀF»F W`Ü BÀF ÀFeMX ´FSX 16 C¸¸FeQ½FFSX ·FF¦¹F AFþ¸FF SWZ W`ÔÜ B³F¸FZÔ d¶Fá AüSX SXFBÊ ImY A»FF½FF ¸FFIY´FF ImY ÀF¸F³F ´FFNIY AüSX IYFÔ¦FiZÀF ImY VFÔIYSX ¸FF»FFIYFSX ´Fi¸F„J W`ÔÜ ´FFNIY ³FZ AFVFF ½¹F¢°F IYSX°FZ W„E IYWF dIY  »Fû¦F ¸FFIY´FF IYû ½FûMX IYSXZÔ¦FZ, ¢X¹FûÔdIY °FÈ¯F¸Fì»F AüSX ·FFþ´FF Qû³FûÔ ³FZ »Fû¦FûÔ IYF ·FSXûÀFF Jû dQ¹FF W`Ü ¦Fûþ¸F„¸Fû d½F¸F»F ¦F„MX ImY IYF¹FÊIYFSXe A²¹FÃF »FûIYÀFFÔ¦F »FF¸FF ³FZ IYWF, ¨F„³FF½F ÀFZ ¹FW ÀFFRY Wû þFE¦FF dIY ¹FWFÔ ´FWFOÞ ¸FZÔ ¦F„÷Ya¦F AüSX °FF¸FFÔ¦F ¸FZÔ ÀFZ ¶FOÞF ³FZ°FF IYü³F W`Ü ´FWFOÞ ImY »Fû¦F ¦F„÷Ya¦F ImY ÀFF±F W`ÔÜ °FF¸FFÔ¦F ³FZ d³Fþe dW°FûÔ ImY ¨F»F°FZ °FÈ¯F¸Fì»F ÀFZ ÀF¸FÓFü°FF IYSX d»F¹FF W`Ü ÀFØFFøYPÞ°FÈ¯F¸Fì»F ³FZ 1998 ¸FZÔ A´F³FZ ¦FN³F ImY ¶FFQ ÀFZ ImY½F»F EIY ¶FFSX QFdþÊd»FÔ¦F ÀFeMX þe°Fe W` ½FWeÔ ·FFþ´FF Qû ¶FFSX ¹FWFÔ ÀFZ þe°F IYF À½FFQ ¨FJ ¨F„IYe W`Ü °FÈ¯F¸Fì»F IYFÔ¦FiZÀF ImY C¸¸FeQ½FFSX A¸FSX dÀFÔW SXFBÊ ³FZ IYWF, W¸F ´FWFOÞ ImY ´Fì¯FÊ d½FIYFÀF ´FSX þûSX QZ SXWZ W`ÔÜ ¹FW A¨Le ¶FF°F W` dIY d½FIYFÀF ¸F„ïF ¶F³FF W`, dþÀFÀFZ ÀF¶FIYû ·F»FF Wû¦FFÜ AFÀ±FF½F°FÊ¸FF³F ÀF¸F¹F ¸FZÔ ³F`d°FIY ¸Fì»¹FûÔ IYF ´F°F³F °FZþe ÀFZ Wû SXWF W`Ü ¸F³F„¿¹F-¸F³F„¿¹F IZY ¶Fe¨F Ad½FV½FFÀF IYe JFBÊ ¨FüOÞeWû°Fe þF SXWe W`Ü BÀF ÀFF¸FFdþIY ÀF¸FÀ¹FF IZY I„YL ̧ FW°½F´Fì̄ FÊIYFSX¯F W`ÔÜ ´FW»FF IYFSX¯F °Fû ¹FWe dIY »Fû¦FûÔ ¸FZÔ ¨FdSXÂFWe³F°FF¶FPÞe W`Ü QìÀFSXF, ³F`d°FIY°FF §FMXe W`Ü °FeÀFSXF, BÊV½FS IZY ´Fid°Fd½FV½FFÀF §FMXF W`Ü B³F d¶FÔQ„AûÔ ´FSX d½F¨FFSX IYSX³FZ ´FSX ¹FWd³FdW°FF±FÊ d³FIY»F°FF W` dIY ¸FF³Fû ¨FdSXÂF VF¶Q I„YL ÀF¸F¹F¶FFQ VF¶QIYûVF IYF We d½F¿F¹F Wû¦FFÜ ÀF¸FFþ ¸FZÔ IYûBÊ d½FSX»FF¨FdSXÂF½FF³F dQJFBÊ QZ¦FF, dþÀFZ AFQVFÊ ¸FF³FF þF ÀFIZYÜÀFÔÀIYFSXûÔ IZY A·FF½F ̧ FZÔ ³F`d°FIY°FF IYF À°FSX d¦FSX³FF À½FF·FFd½FIYW`Ü þ¶FdIY ³Fed°F ÀFZ d¦FSXF W„AF ÀF¸FFþ IY·Fe C³³Fd°F ³FWeÔ IYSX ÀFIY°FFÜ AFþ IZY dQJF½FZ IZY ¹F„¦F ¸FZÔ AF¹Fûþ³F °Fû ¶FW„°F WûSXWZ WÔ`, dIYa°F„ C³FIZY ¸FF³F½Fe¹F ÀFSXûIYFSX ³FWeÔ W`ÔÜ BÀFed»FE B³FAF¹Fûþ³FûÔ ÀFZ IYûBÊ ÀFF¸FìdWIY dW°F ³FWeÔ Wû°FFÜA²¹FF°¸F IZY d¶F³FF ·Füd°FIY C°±FF³F IYF IYûBÊ ¸FW°½F ³FWeÔ W`Ü ùQ¹F d³F¸FÊ»F ³FWeÔ W` °Fû ÀF„¦FÔ²F IYWFÔ ÀFZ AFE¦Fe? BÀFed»FEùQ¹F IYe ´Fd½FÂF°FF IYû d½FVFZ¿F ¸FW°½F dQ¹FF ¦F¹FF W`Ü ùQ¹F IZY ´Fd½FÂF ·FF½F We ¶FF‘X øY´F ̧ FZÔ ·Fd¢°F, ÀFSX»F°FF AüSX AF¨FSX¯F IZY øY´F ¸FZÔ ´FiIYMX Wû°FZ W`Ô, dIYÔ°F„ BÀF AF¨FSX¯F IZY A·FF½F ¸FZÔÀF½FÊÂF ASXFþIY°FF dQJFBÊ QZ°Fe W`Ü þe½F³F ÀFZ ÀF„J, VFFÔd°FAüSX ÀFSX»F°FF ¸FF³Fû d½FQF Wû ¨F„IYe W``ÔÜ EZÀFZ ¸FZÔ ´FSX¸FF°¸FF IYFAF²FFSX We ÀF„J E½Fa AF³FÔQ ´FiFd´°F IYF IYFSX¯F W`Ü BÀF ÀFÔQ·FÊ ¸FZÔ ¦F„÷Y³FF³FIY IYe ½FF¯Fe A°¹Fa°F ÀFF±FÊIY W` k³FF³FIY Q„dJ¹FFÀF¶F ÀFÔÀFFSX, ÀF„Je ½FWe þû EIY A²FFSXÜl ´FSX¸FF°¸FF IYeA³F„·Fìd°F W¸FFSXZ IY»¹FF¯F IYF IYFSX¯F W`Ü BÀFd»FE þe½F³F ¸FZÔBÊV½FSX IZY ́ Fid°F AFÀ±FF SXJ°FZ W„E ̧ FF³F½Fe¹F ³F`d°FIY ̧ Fì»¹FûÔ ́ FSX A¸F»F IYSX³FF ¨FFdWEÜ °F¸FF¸F CQFWSX¯F WỒ, dþ³FÀFZ AFÀ±FF, ³Fed°F, ̈ FdSXÂF, ·Fd¢°FAüSX A²¹FF°¸F IYe ¸FdW¸FF ´Fi¸FFd¯F°F Wû þF°Fe W`Ü ´FFÔO½FûÔ IYe þe°F ³Fed°F¸FF¦FÊ IYe þe°F W`Ü °F¸FF¸F ÀFÔIYMXûÔ IZY ¶FF½FþìQ ½FZd½Fþ¹F ´FiF´°F IYSX³FZ ¸FZÔ ÀFRY»F SXWZÜ dVF½FFþe AüSX ¸FWFSXF¯FF´Fi°FF´F IZY ¨FdSXÂF W¸FFSXe ²FSXûWSX W`ÔÜ ½FZ ³F IZY½F»F ½FeSX°FF IZY´Fi°FeIY ±FZ, ¶Fd»IY ³¹FF¹F AF`SX ³Fed°F IZY A³F„¹FF¹Fe ±FZÜ VFÂF„°FIY C³FIZY ¨FdSXÂF IZY IYF¹F»F ±FZÜ ²Fi„½F AüSX ´Fi“XFQ BÊV½FSX·Fd¢°F IZY CQFWSX¯F W`ÔÜ AF¨FF¹FÊ VFÔIYSX, SXF¸FF³F„þ AFdQA²¹FF°¸F IZY ´Fi°FeIY W`ÔÜ BÊV½FSX IZY ´Fid°F AFÀ±FF IZY ¶F»F ´FSXWe C³WûÔ³FZ ¸F³F„¿¹F ¸FFÂF IYe ¸F„d¢°F IYF ¸FF¦FÊ ´FiVFÀ°F dIY¹FFÜ d½Fþ¹F ³FFSXF¹F¯F ¦F„´°FDYªFFÊ¨F„³FF½Fe ¸FWF´F½FÊ IZY QüSF³F SFþ³Fed°FIY d½FV»FZ¿F¯F AüS AMXIY»Fûa IZY ÀFF±F-ÀFF±F ÀFì¨F³FFAûa IZY ´Fi½FFW IZY ¨F»F°FZ »Fû¦F A¢ÀFS ¹FF °Fû dIYÀFe EIY JZ¸FZ ÀFZ þ„OÞXIYS ²Fi„½FeIÈY°F Wû þF°FZ WỒ ¹FF dRYS Q„dX½F²FF IZY dVFIYFS ¶F³F þF°FZ WỒÜ EZÀFZ ̧ FZÔ ÀF¶FÀFZ ́ FW»FZ ¹FW ÀF„d³FdV¨F°F IYS³FF Wû¦FF dIY ÀF·Fe ̧ F°FQF°FF Ad³F½FF¹FÊ øY´F ÀFZ ¸F°FQF³F IYSZÔÜ ¸F°FQF³F ÀFZ ¶F¨F³FF ¹FF dRYS ³FûMXF d½FIY»´F ¨F„³F³FF IY°FÊ½¹F ÀFZ d½F¸F„J Wû³FF W`Ü BÀFÀFZ d³FSFVFF IYF AF·FFÀF Wû°FF W`Ü A¦FS dIYÀFe ÀF¸FFþ IZY I„YL »Fû¦F VFaIYF»F„ Wû þFEa °Fû ·Fe ½FW ´Fi¦Fd°F IYS ÀFIY°FF W`, »FZdIY³F CÀF¸FZÔ d³FSFVFF IZY d»FE IYûBÊ þ¦FW ³FWeÔ Wû ÀFIY°FeÜ A¶F ¸F°FQF³F IZY ÀF`ðFad°FIY ´FW»F„Aûa IYû dIY³FFSZ SJIYS CÀFIZY ¦Fd¯F°Fe¹F AFaIYOÞXûÔ ´FS ¨F¨FFÊ IYS°FZ W`ÔÜ ¸FF³F »FedþE dIYÀFe d³F½FFÊ¨F³F ÃFZÂF ¸FZÔ ÀFü »Fû¦F SW°FZ W`Ô AüS C³F¸FZÔ ÀFZ 70 ´Fid°FVF°F ¹FF³Fe 70 ¸F°FQF°FF W`ÔÜ ½FWFa ¹FdQ 60 ´Fid°FVF°F ¸F°FQF³F W„AF °Fû BÀFIYF A±FÊ W` IZY½F»F 42 ³FZ ¸F°F dQ¹FFÜ ·FFS°F ¸FZÔ ¶FW„Q»Fe¹F °FaÂF AüS RYÀMXÊ ´FFÀMX Q ´FûÀMX ¹FF³Fe ÀF¶FÀFZ Ad²FIY ¸F°F WFdÀF»F IYS³FZ ´FS þe°F ½FF»Fe ´Fi¯FF»Fe Wû³FZ IYe ½FþW ÀFZ A¢ÀFS ¹FW dQJ°FF W` dIY ¸FWþ 33 ´Fid°FVF°F ¹FF³Fe »F¦F·F¦F 14 ½FûMX ´FF³FZ ½FF»FF ´Fi°¹FFVFe ·Fe þe°F ÀFIY°FF W`Ü ÀFü ¸FZÔ 30 »Fû¦F ¶FFd»F¦F ³FWeÔ W`Ô þ¶FdIY 28 ¸F°FQF°FFAûa ³FZ A´F³FF ¸F°F ´Fi¹Fû¦F ³FWeÔ dIY¹FFÜ dþ³F 42 ³FZ ½FûMX dQ¹FF C³F¸FZÔ ÀFZ ·Fe 28 ³FZ CÀF ´Fi°¹FFVFe IYû JFdSþ dIY¹FF AüS dIYÀFe A³¹F IYF ¨F¹F³F dIY¹FF, ´FSa°F„ IZY½F»F 14 ½FûMXûÔ IZY Q¸F ´FS We CÀF ´Fi°¹FFVFe IYF ¨F„³FF½F Wû þF°FF W`Ü AFdJS EZÀFF d½Fd²F d³F¸FFÊ°FF dIY°F³FZ ÀF¨¨FZ A±FûË ½FF»FF þ³F´Fid°Fd³Fd²F Wû¦FF? Ad²FIYFaVF »Fû¦FûÔ ³FZ CÀFIZY ¶FþF¹F dIYÀFe A³¹F IYû ½FSe¹F°FF Qe, »FZdIY³F RYÀMXÊ ´FFÀMX Q ´FûÀMX AüS ¶FW„Q»Fe¹F ´Fi¯FF»Fe IYe þ„¦F»F¶FaQe C³FIYe ´FÀFaQ ´FS ´FF³Fe RZYS QZ°Fe W`Ü W¸FFSe d½Fd½F²F°FF AüS ÀFa§Fe¹F PFä FZ IYû QZJ°FZ W„E dõ-Q»Fe¹F ½¹F½FÀ±FF IYe AûS IYQ¸F ¶FPÞF³FF ½¹FF½FWFdSIY ³FWeÔ Wû¦FF AüS RYÀMXÊ ´FFÀMX Q ´FûÀMX dÀFÀMX¸F ·F»FZ We AFQVFÊ ³F Wû, »FZdIY³F»FûIY°FaÂF ¨F»FF³FZ IZY d»FE ¹FWe ¶FZW°FSe³F d½FIY»´F W`Ü dRYS ·Fe »FÃ¹F ¹FWe Wû³FF ¨FFdWE dIY þ³F´Fid°Fd³Fd²F ½FWe ¶F³FZ dþÀFIYF¨F„³FF½F ª¹FFQF ÀFZ ª¹FFQF »Fû¦FûÔ IZY ¸F°FûÔ ÀFZ WûÜ BÀFIYF ÀF¶FÀFZÀFS»F °FSeIYF ¹FW W` dIY Ad²FIY ÀFZ Ad²FIY ¸F°FQF³F dIY¹FFþFEÜ ½FFÀ°F½F ¸FZÔ ¹FWe EIY¸FFÂF ´FW»Fì W` þû W¸FFSZ d³F¹FaÂF¯F ¸FZÔ W`Ü A¦FS W¸F VF°F ́ Fid°FVF°F ̧ F°FQF³F ÀF„d³FdV¨F°F IYS³FZ IZY ÀFF±F WeC´FSû¢°F CQFWS¯F IZY A³¹F A³F„́ FF°FûÔ IYû ¹F±FF½F°F SJZÔ °F¶F ·Fe B°F³FF °Fû Wû We þF°FF W` dIY ´FW»FZ þû ´Fi°¹FFVFe 14 ½FûMX ´FFIYS þe°F SWF ±FF CÀFIYF AFaIYOÞXF ¶FPÞIYS 23 °FIY þF ÀFIY°FFW`Ü WF»FFadIY ¹FW ·Fe AFQVFÊ dÀ±Fd°F ³FWeÔ, »FZdIY³F BÀF A´Fì¯FÊÀFaÀFFS ̧ FZÔ A·Fe¿M IYe Ad²FIY ́ FiFd´°FX A½FV¹F Wû¦FeÜ BÀFIZY d»FE B»FZ¢MXÑFGd³FIY ¸F°FQF³F IYF ´FiF½F²FF³F IYS³FF Wû¦FF °FFdIY Ad²FIY ÀFZ Ad²FIY »Fû¦F ¸F°FQF³F IYS ÀFIZÔYÜ WF»FFadIY þ¶F °FIY EZÀFF ³FWeÔ Wû°FF °F¶F °FIY ÀF·Fe ¸F°FQF°FFAûa IYû ¨FFdWE dIY ½FZ A´F³FZ ¸F°F IYF ´Fi¹Fû¦F WS WF»F ¸FZÔ IYSZÔÜ EIY EZÀFZ ÀFaÀFQe¹F ¨F„³FF½F ¸FZÔ þWFa »F¦F·F¦F AdJ»F ·FFS°Fe¹F À°FS ´FS ¸FüþìQ¦Fe ½FF»FZ Qû SF¿MXÑe¹F Q»F E½Fa d½Fd·F³³F ·Fü¦Fûd»FIY Aa¨F»FûÔ ¸FZÔ PZSûÔ ÃFZÂFe¹F Q»F ·Fe ̈ F„³FF½Fe ́ Fid°FÀ´F²FFÊ ̧ FZÔ þ„MXZ WûÔ ½FWFa dIYÀFe EIY d½FIY»´F IYû ̈ F„³F³FF JFÀFF þdMX»F Wû þF°FF W` AüS ¹FW ÀF½FF»F JXOÞF Wû þF°FF W` dIY ½FûMX IYSZÔ °Fû dIYÀFIZY d»FE? AF¸F ²FFS¯FF ¹FW W` dIY À´F¿MX þ³FFQZVF ½FF»Fe dÀ±FS ÀFSIYFS We d³F¯FFÊ¹FIY ³FZ°FÈ°½F IZY d»FE AF½FV¹FIY W`Ü WF»FFadIY ÀF¸F¹F IZY ÀFF±F BÀFIYF d½FSû²FF·FFÀFe QÈd¿MXIYû¯F ·Fe d½FIYdÀF°F W„AF W`Ü I„YL þF³FIYFSûÔ IYF ¸FF³F³FF W` dIY EIY ´FFMXeÊ IYe ÀFSIYFS¸FZÔ °FF³FFVFFWe ´Fi½FÈdØF ´F³F´F³FZ IYe AFVFaIYF Wû°Fe W`Ü ´Fì¯FÊ ¶FW„¸F°F ½FF»Fe ÀFSIYFSûÔ IZY ÀFaQ·FÊ ¸FZÔ C³FIYF ¹FW ·Fe °FIÊY W`dIY ½FZ »FûIY°FFadÂFIY ÀFaÀ±FF³FûÔ IYû ÀF¸F„d¨F°F ÀF¸¸FF³F ³F QZIYSC³FIZY SFþ³Fed°FIYS¯F IYe IYûdVFVF IYS°Fe W`ÔXÜ ¹FZ þF³FIYFS¦FN¶Fa²F³F ÀFSIYFSûÔ IYF BÀF AF²FFS ´FS ¸FdW¸FF¸FaOX³F IYS°FZ W`ÔdIY ½FZ ·FFS°F IZY ÀFa§Fe¹F PFa¨FZ IYF IYWeÔ ¶FZW°FS ´Fid°Fd³Fd²F°½FIYS°Fe W`Ô AüS C³F¸FZÔ Q¶FF½F E½Fa þ„OÞXF½F IZY Aa°Fd³FÊdW°F °FaÂF ÀFZdIYÀFe IYû °FF³FFVFFW ¶F³F³FZ ÀFZ ·Fe SûIYF þF ÀFIY°FF W`Ü ¹FZ °FIÊY IY¸F I„Y°FIÊY ª¹FFQF W`ÔÜ EZÀFZ »Fû¦FûÔ ¸FZÔ EIY °F¶FIYF A´F³FZ dW°FûÔÀFZ ´FiZdS°F W`, þû ¸FüþìQF ÀFSIYFS AüS CÀFIZY VFe¿FÊ ³FZ°FÈ°½F IZYdJ»FFRY A´F³Fe ³FRYS°F IZY ·FF½F IZY ̈ F»F°FZ EIYþ„MX W`Ü dIYÀFe ´Fì¯FÊ ¶FW„¸F°F ÀFSIYFS IZY À±FF³F ´FS AdÀ±FS°FF IYû ´FiF±Fd¸FIY°FF QZ³FF °FFdIÊYIY IY¸F AüS ½¹Fd¢°F¦F°F ²FFS¯FF AüS õZ¿F AF²FFdS°F Ad²FIY ´Fi°Fe°F Wû°FF W`Ü A¢ÀFS IYWF þF°FF W` dIY A°Fe°F ¸FZÔ ·FFS°F ³FZ ¦FN¶Fa²F³FÀFSIYFSûÔ IZY QüS ¸FZÔ °FZþ ½FÈdð WFdÀF»F IYeÜ BÀFIYe ·Fe ´FOÞX°FF»F IYS°FZ W`ÔÜ 1989 ÀFZ 1999 IZY ¶Fe¨F ´FFa¨F AF¸F ¨F„³FF½F W„EÜBÀF QüSF³F LW ´Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe ¶F³FZÜ ¨F„³FF½FûÔ IZY ¨F»F°FZ ÀFSIYFSeJþF³FZ ´FS ´FOÞXZ ¶FûÓF IZY A»FF½FF W¸F AdÀ±FS ÀFSIYFSûÔ IZYIYFS¯F ¨F„IYFBÊ þF³FZ ½FF»Fe AFd±FÊIY IYe¸F°F ÀFZ ·Fe ´FdSd¨F°FW`ÔÜ IYûBÊ ¹FW Q»Fe»F ·Fe QZ ÀFIY°FF W` dIY 1991-96 IZY QüSF³F ³FSdÀFaW SF½F ÀFSIYFS, 1998 ÀFZ 2004 IZY ¶Fe¨F ½FFþ´FZ¹FeÀFSIYFS IZY Qû IYF¹FÊIYF»F AüS ¸F³F¸FûW³F dÀFaW IZY ³FZ°FÈ°½F ¸FZÔQÀF ÀFF»F SWe ÀFa´Fi¦F ÀFSIYFS ¦FN¶Fa²F³F IYe Wû³FZ IZY ¶FF½FþìQIY¸Fû¶FZVF dÀ±FS SWeÔ AüS C³WûÔ³FZ IYBÊ ̧ Fû¨FûË ́ FS VFF³FQFS ́ FiQVFÊ³FdIY¹FFÜ B³F ÀFSIYFSûÔ IYe d½FVFZ¿F°FFAûa AüS d½FRY»F°FFAûa ´FSd½FÀ°FFS ÀFZ ¨F¨FFÊ IYS³FZ IZY ¶FþF¹F W¸F ¹FW QZJZÔ dIY B³F¸FZÔ EIY AW¸F ÀF¸FF³F°FF ¹FW ±Fe dIY ¹FZ ¦FNþûOÞX AÀFa¦F°F d¸FßF¯F ³FWeÔ ±FZ AüS B³FIYF ³FZ°FÈ°½F EZÀFe ̧ Fþ¶Fì°F ́ FFdMXÊ¹FFa IYS SWe ±FeÔ þû A´F³FZ ¶F»F ´FS ¶FW„¸F°F ÀFZ QìS Wû³FZ IZY ¶FF½FþìQ ÀFa£¹FF ¶F»F ¸FZÔ IYFRYe Q¸FQFS ±FeÔÜ BÀF d»FWFþ ÀFZ ¦FN¶Fa²F³F IYF ³FZ°FÈ°½F IYS³FZ IZY d»FEC´F¹F„¢°F ±FeÔÜ ¦FN¶Fa²F³F ÀFSIYFSûÔ IYe ½FFÀ°Fd½FIY °FÀ½FeS QZJ³FZ IZY d»FE W¸FZÔ 1989 ÀFZ 1991 IZY ¶Fe¨F ½Fe´Fe dÀFaW ÀFSIYFSAüS ¨FaýiVFZJS ÀFSIYFS, 1996-1998 IZY ¶Fe¨F QZ½FZ¦FüOÞXFAüS ¦F„þSF»F ÀFSIYFS AüS CÀFÀFZ ·Fe ´FW»FZ 1977-80 IZY¶Fe¨F ¸FûSFSþe QZÀFFBÊ AüS ¨FS¯F dÀFaW ÀFSIYFS IZY ´FiQVFÊ³F ´FS·Fe ³FþS OXF»F³Fe Wû¦FeÜ W¸FZÔ AÀFRY»F ´Fi¹Fû¦FûÔ IYû d½FÀ¸FÈ°F ³FWeÔ IYS³FF ¨FFdWEÜ¹FW ÀFWe W` dIY ´Fì¯FÊ ¶FW„¸F°F ½FF»Fe EIYQ»Fe¹F ÀFSIYFS IYû °FF³FFVFFW ³FWeÔ ¶F³F³FZ dQ¹FF þF ÀFIY°FFÜ d³F¦FSF³Fe AüS d³F¹FaÂF¯F IYF ÀFa°F„»F³F IYF¹F¸F SW³FF ̈ FFdWE AüS BÀFIZY d»FE ÀFad½F²FF³F ³FZ À½F°FaÂF ³¹FF¹F´FFd»FIYF, ́ Fi̧ F„J »FûIY°FFadÂFIY Aa¦FûÔ IYe ÀFaÀ±FF¦F°F À½FF¹FØF°FF, ¸F„JS ¸FedOX¹FF, ¸Fì»F Ad²FIYFS AüS À½F°FaÂF E½Fad³F¿´FÃF ¨F„³FF½F IYe ½¹F½FÀ±FF IYe W`Ü »FûIY°FaÂF IYû AüS ¶FZW°FS ¶F³FF³FZ IZY d»FE dÀ±FS°FF ÀFZ ÀF¸FÓFü°FF IYS³FZ IZY ¶FþF¹F CÀFZ AüS ´Fi·FF½Fe ¶F³FF¹FF þF ÀFIY°FF W`Ü ¶FW„¸F°F ³F d¸F»F³FZ ´FSX °F°IYF»F ¨F„³FF½F MXF»F³FZ AüS ÀFSIYFSe J¨FÊ ¶F¨FF³FZ IZY d»FE ¦FN¶Fa²F³FÀFWe Wû ÀFIY°FF W`, »FZdIY³F ̈ F„³FF½F ÀFZ ́ FW»FZ We JadOX°F þ³FFQZVF IYe Ad·F»FF¿FF AüS CÀFIZY ´FÃF ¸FZÔ °FIÊY QZ³FF  ¸FìJÊ°FF We IYWF þFE¦FFÜ ¹FW °Fû 23 ̧ FBÊ IYû We À´F¿MX Wû¦FF dIY þ³FFQZVF ¶FW„̧ F°F ½FF»Fe ÀFSIYFS IZY d»FE Wû¦FF ¹FF dRYS ¦FN¶Fa²F³F IZY d»FE, »FZdIY³F ¹FFQ SJZÔ dIY ´Fì¯FÊ°FF dÀFRÊY IY»´F³FFAûa ¸FZÔ Wû°Fe W`Ü ¢¹FF IZY½F»F BÀF IYFS¯F W¸F C°IÈY¿MX°FF IZY d»FE ´Fi¹FFÀF IYS³FF ¶FaQ IYS QZÔ?
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AdW°FIYFSe W` A»´F ̧ F°FQF³F°F÷Y¯F ¦F„´°F ¶FW„¸F°F ³F d¸F»F³FZ ́ FS ¨F„³FF½F MXF»F³FZ IZY d»FE ¦FNþûOÞX ¶F³FF³FF ÀFWe W`, »FZdIY³F JadOX°F þ³FFQZVF IYe B¨LF þ°FF³FF ̧ FìJÊ°FF We W`³F AF¸F ¨F„³FF½FûÔ ¸FZÔ ¶FOÞXZ d½FSû²FF·FFÀF dQJ SWZ W`ÔÜ ¨F„³FF½Fe ´FadOX°FûÔ IYF A³F„¸FF³F W` dIY ·FFS°Fe¹F ¸F„ÀF»F¸FF³F ´Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe ¸FûQe IZY ´FÃF ¸FZÔ ¸F°FQF³F ³FWeÔ IYSZÔ¦FZÜ QìÀFSe AûS dIYÀFe A³¹F ´Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe IYû ¸F„dÀ»F¸F þ¦F°F ÀFZ C°F³FF ÀF¸F±FÊ³F ³FWeÔ d¸F»FF dþ°F³FF ´FeE¸F ¸FûQe IYû d¸F»FFÜ ÀFa¹F„¢°F AS¶F A¸FeSF°F AüS ÀFDYQe AS¶F IZY ³FZ°FÈ°½F ¸FZÔ JFOÞXe QZVFûÔ ³FZ ´FeE¸F ¸FûQe IZY ´FW»FZIYF¹FÊIYF»F IZY QüSF³F IYBÊ ¸Fû¨FûË ´FS ·FFS°F ¸FZÔ ·FFSe d³F½FZVF dIY¹FF W`Ü AFþ ·FFS°F ¸FZÔ ¹FìEBÊ IZY °FZ»F IYF ÀFad¨F°F ·FaOXFS ̧ FüþìQ W`̀Ü ·FFS°F, ÀFDYQe AS¶F AüS ¹FìEBÊ 44 AS¶F OXFG»FS IYe »FF¦F°F ÀFZ ¶F³F³FZ ½FF»Fe dSRYFB³FSe ¶F³FF³FZ IZY d»FE ÀFW¸F°F W„E W`ÔÜ C³FIZY´Fi°¹FÃF d³F½FZVF IYF AFaIYOÞXF ·Fe 10 AS¶F OXFG»FS ÀFZ Ad²FIY WXû ¦F¹FF W`Ü ¸FûS¢IYû ¸FZÔ W¸F³FZ AF²F„d³FIY°FIY³FeIY ½FF»FZ ´F„»F ¶F³FFE W`ÔÜ ÀFF±F We CØFSe AüS ÀF¶F-ÀFWFSF ARiYeIYF ¸FZÔ W¸FFSe ¸FüþìQ¦Fe ¶FPÞe W`Ü BaOXû³FZdVF¹FF IZY ÀFF±F ÀFa¶Fa²FûÔ ̧ FZÔ ½¹FF´FIY ÀF„²FFS W„AF W`Ü ´FdV¨F¸F EdVF¹FF IZY ÀFF±F ÀFa¶Fa²F ·Fe ´FMXSe ´FS»FüMXZ W`ÔÜ ÀF„SÃFF AüS AF°FaIY½FFQ IZY ¸FÀF»FZ ´FSW¸F Ad²FIYFaVF VFd¢°FVFF»Fe AS¶F QZVFûÔ IZY ÀFF±FIaY²FZ ÀFZ IaY²FF d¸F»FFIYS IYF¸F IYS SWZ W`ÔÜ ¶Fe°FZ ¨FFS ÀFF»F ¸FZÔ þû ·F¦FûOÞXZ ÀF„SdÃF°F dNIYF³FZ IYe AFÀF ¸FZÔJFOÞXe QZVFûÔ ¸FZÔ ¦FE ±FZ, C³WZÔ ½FF´FÀF »FF¹FF þF SWFW`Ü ́ FFdIYÀ°FF³F IYû LûOÞXIYS ÀF¸FÀ°F ̧ F„dÀ»F¸F þ¦F°FBÀF ÀF¸F¹F ÀFe¸FF-´FFS AF°FaIY½FFQ IYû »FZIYS ·FFS°F IZY ÷YJ IYF ÀF¸F±FÊ³F IYS SWF W`Ü EIY ÀF¸F¹F Q„¶FBÊ IYû »FZIYS ¹FW ²FFS¯FF ±Fe dIY ½FW ·FFS°F ÀFZ d½FØFe¹F §F´F»FZ IYSIZY ·FF¦F³FZ ½FF»FûÔIYF ÀF„SdÃF°F dNIYF³FF W`, »FZdIY³F AFþ EZÀFZ ·F¦FûOÞXZ ·FFS°F IYû ÀFüÔ´FZ þF SWZ W`ÔÜ BÀFÀFZ C³F °FFIY°F½FS³FZ°FFAûa IZY ÀFF±F C³FIZY ¦FWSZ þ„OÞXF½F IYe ´FS°FZÔ ·FeJ„»F SWe W`Ô dþ³WZÔ C³WûÔ³FZ dSV½F°F dJ»FFBÊ ±FeÜEIY ½F¢°F IYFa¦FiiZÀF ³FZ d¶F¨Füd»F¹FûÔ IYû QZVF ÀFZ ·FF¦F³FZ¸FZÔ ¸FQQ IYe, »FZdIY³F A¶F A¦FÀ°FF WZ»FeIYFG´MXS¸FF¸F»FZ ¸FZÔ Q»FF»Fe JF³FZ ½FF»FûÔ IYû ·FFS°F ¸FZÔ ½FF´FÀF »FF³FZ ¸FZÔ ÀFRY»F°FF d¸F»FeÜ ´FeE¸F ¸FûQe IYe d½FQZVF³Fed°F AüS CÀFIYF VFF³FQFS ´Fi¶Fa²F³F IYS³FZ ½FF»Fed½FQZVF ¸FaÂFe ÀF„¿F¸FF À½FSFþ IYe ÀF¶FÀFZ ¶FOÞXeÀFRY»F°FF ¹FW W` dIY C³WûÔ³FZ ÀF·Fe ́ FÃFûÔ IYû AQÐ·F„°F °FSeIZY ÀFZ ÀFF²FFÜ BþSF¹F»F ÀFZ W¸FFSZ dSV°FZ AüS´FS½FF³F ¨FPÞZÜ ¶FZÔþFd¸F³F ³FZ°F³¹FFWì ·FFS°F IYF QüSFIYS³FZ ½FF»FZ ´FW»FZ BþSF¹F»Fe ´FeE¸F ¶F³FZÜ BÀFIZYÀFF±F We BþSF¹F»F IZY BQÊd¦FQÊ AS¶F þ¦F°F IZYÀFF±F W¸FFSZ dSV°FûÔ IYe ¶F„d³F¹FFQ AüS ¸Fþ¶Fì°F Wû°Fe ¦FBÊÜ 2018 ¸FZÔ ¸FûQe RY»FÀ°Fe³F IYF QüSF IYS³FZ½FF»FZ ·FFS°F IZY ´FW»FZ ´Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe ¶F³FZÜ C³WZÔ ½FWFaIYF ÀF½FûÊ¨¨F ³FF¦FdSIY ÀF¸¸FF³F d¸F»FFÜ BÀFIZY ¶FFQ ÀFDYQe AS¶F AüS ÀFa¹F„¢°F AS¶F A¸FeSF°F ³FZ ·FeC³WZÔ A´F³FZ ÀF¶FÀFZ ¶FOÞXZ ÀF¸¸FF³F ÀFZ ³F½FFþFÜ BÀFeQüSF³F BÊSF³F IZY ÀFF±F W¸FFSZ ÀFa¶Fa²F AüS ´Fi¦FFPÞ W„EÜ ¨FF¶FWFS ¶FaQS¦FFW IZY d½F¨FFS ³FZ ·Fe ¸Fì°FÊ øY´F »FZd»F¹FFÜ ¹FW IìYMX³Fed°F IYe C°IÈY¿MX°FF IYF ´Fi¸FF¯F W`Ü ¹FW IYûBÊ ÀFa¹Fû¦F ³FWeÔ dIY ¹FìEBÊ ³FZ A´F³Fe þ¸Fe³F ´FS ´FW»FF ÎWXQì ¸FadQS ¶F³FF³FZ IYe À½FeIÈYd°F QeÜIiYFC³F d´FiaÀF ¸FûW¸¸FQ d¶F³F þF¹FQ A»F ³FFW¹FF³FIZY ³FZ°FÈ°½F ¸FZÔ ¹FìEBÊ ³FZ À±FF³Fe¹F ÎWXQ„Aûa IYe EIY¶FOÞXe AF¶FFQe IYe þøYS°F ´FS Cd¨F°F ´Fid°FdIiY¹FFQeÜ BÀF¸FZÔ ´FeE¸F ¸FûQe IZY ÀFF±F C³FIYe d¸FÂF°FF³FZ A´Fi°¹FFdVF°F ·Fìd¸FIYF d³F·FFBÊÜ þSF A°Fe°F IZY AÀFa°F„»F³F ÀFZ °F„»F³FF IYedþE þ¶F A¢ÀFS »F¦F°FF ±FF ¸FF³Fû W¸F EIY We dQVFF ¸FZÔ ¨F»FZ þF SWZ W`ÔÜþ½FFWS»FF»F ³FZWøY d¸Fê IZY SF¿MXÑ´Fd°F ³FFdÀFS IZYB°F³FZ A³F³¹F d¸FÂF ±FZ dIY BÀF QûÀ°Fe IYe JFd°FS·FFS°F ³FZ BþSF¹F»F ÀFZ IYûBÊ dSV°FF We ³FWeÔ SJF,þ¶FdIY 1950 IZY QVFIY ̧ FZÔ Ad²FIYFaVF AS¶F QZVFûÔIYe ´FÀFaQ ´FFdIYÀ°FF³F W„AF IYS°FF ±FFÜ CÀF ÀF¸F¹F ÀFDYQe AS¶F IYF dQ»»Fe IZY ÀFF±F³FF¸F¸FFÂF IYF We dSV°FF ±FFÜ ³FZWøY IYe d½FQZVF ³Fed°F IYe IYOÞX½Fe WIYeIY°F C³FIYZ d³F²F³F IZY EIY ÀFF»F¶FFQ °F¶F ÀFF¸F³FZ AFBÊ þ¶F 1965 ¸FZÔ ´FFdIYÀ°FF³FIZY ÀFF±F ¹F„ð IZY QüSF³F BaOXû³FZdVF¹FF, BÊSF³F, þFGOXÊ³F AüS ÀFDYQe þ`ÀFZ ¸F„dÀ»F¸F QZVFûÔ ³FZ ´FFdIYÀ°FF³F IYF ÀF¸F±FÊ³F dIY¹FFÜ ³FZWøY ³FZ IYBÊ ÀFF»F ÀF„IY¯FûË IZY ³FF¸F dIYE ±FZÜ BadQSF ¦FFa²Fe ³FZ ·F»FZ We ¹FFdÀFS ASFRYF°FIYû RY»FÀ°Fe³F IYF ³FF¹FIY ¶F°FFIYS ´F»FIY-´FFa½FOÞXZd¶FLF dQE WûÔ, »FZdIY³F ¸F„dÀ»F¸F þ¦F°F ³FZ 1968¸FZÔ C³WZÔ ÀFF½FÊþd³FIY øY´F ÀFZ VFd¸FËQF We dIY¹FF þ¶F AûAFBÀFe ¸FZÔ VFFd¸F»F Wû³FZ IZY d»FE ¦FE ·FFS°Fe¹F´Fid°Fd³Fd²F¸FaOX»F IYû ´FFdIYÀ°FF³Fe °FF³FFVFFW ¹FF‘XFJF³F IYe J„VFF¸FQ IZY d»FE A»F¦F-±F»F¦F IYSdQ¹FF ¦F¹FFÜ 1970 IZY QVFIY ¸FZÔ »Fed¶F¹FF ³FZ ·FFS°F IZY dJ»FFRY ´FS¸FF¯F„ Wd±F¹FFSûÔ IYF þJeSF ¶F³FF³FZ IYZ d»FE ́ FFdIYÀ°FF³F IYû d½FØFe¹F ̧ FQQ ́ FW„ä FFBÊÜ CÀFÀF¸F¹F  ÀFedS¹FF AüS BSFIY þ`ÀFZ AS¶F QZVF We ·FFS°F IZY ´FÃF ¸FZÔ JOÞXZ ±FZÜ ´FOÞXûÀFe ¶FFa¦»FFQZVF IZY ÀFF±F W¸FFSZ ÀFa¶Fa²F ¶FOÞXeÀFF½F²FF³Fe IZY ÀFF±F AF¦FZ ¶FPÞZ, »FZdIY³F ´FeE¸F ¸FûQe IZY QüS ¸FZÔ C³WZÔ EIY ³F¹FF dÃFd°Fþ d¸F»FFÜ ´FìS¶FIYe AûS ¶FPÞZÔ °Fû BaOXû³FZdVF¹FF IZY ÀFF±F W¸FFSZ dSV°FZAFþ B°F³FZ ÀFIYFSF°¸FIY ´FOÞXF½F ´FS W`Ô dIY CÀFIZYÀFF±F ½¹FF´FFS ¸FZÔ ¶FW„°F °FZþe AFBÊ W`Ü BaOXû³FZdVF¹FFAaOX¸FF³F ÀFZ »F¦FF W„AF W` AüS W¸F BÀF d½FÀ°FÈ°Fõe´F ÀF¸FìW ¸FZÔ EIY ¶FaQS¦FFW d½FIYdÀF°F IYS³FZ ´FSIYF¸F IYS SWZ WỒÜ ̧ FûQe þû ¶FQ»FF½F »FF³FF ̈ FFW°FZ ±FZ CÀFZ C³WûÔ³FZ A´F³Fe d½F»FÃF¯F d³Fþe IìYMX³Fed°F IZYþdS¹FZ ·Fe AaþF¸F dQ¹FFÜ ¶Fe°FZ 36 X½F¿FûË ̧ FZÔ ¹FìEBÊ IYFQüSF IYS³FZ ½FF»FZ ½FW ´FW»FZ ´Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe ¶F³FZÜ C³FÀFZ ´FW»FZ þ¶F ÀFûd³F¹FF AüS SFW„»F ÀFØFF IYe IY¸FF³FAüS OXFG. ¸F³F¸FûW³F dÀFaW ´Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe ´FQ ÀFa·FF»FZW„E ±FZ °F¶F QÀF ÀFF»F °FIY ·FFS°Fe¹F ´Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe IZY ´FFÀF CÀF QZVF IYF QüSF IYS³FZ IYF ½F¢°F ³FWeÔ ±FFþWFa »FFJûÔ ·FFS°Fe¹F AFþed½FIYF IZY d»FE ¶FÀFZ WỒÜ¸F„dÀ»F¸FûÔ IZY ´Fid°F IYFa¦FiiZÀF IYe ³Fed°F IZY½F»F A°Fe°F IYe Aü´F¨FFdSIY d³FSa°FS°FF ½FF»Fe We SWe dþÀF¸FZÔIY»´F³FFVFe»F°FF AüS ³FBÊ ́ FW»F IYF A·FF½F Wû³FZ IZY IYFS¯F ½FW dVFd±F»F ́ FOÞX ¦FBÊÜ BÀF ¶FQ»FF½F IYû WF»F ¸FZÔ AF¹Fûdþ°F BÀ»FFd¸FIY QZVFûÔ IZY ÀFa¦FN³F ¸FZÔ ·FFS°F IYû d¸F»FZ AF¸FaÂF¯F ÀFZ ¶FZW°FS I„YL AüS ³FWeÔ QVFFÊÀFIY°FFÜ 1968 ¸FZÔ BÀFe ÀF¸FìW ³FZ ·FFS°F IZY d»FEQS½FFþZ ¶FaQ IYS dQE ±FZÜ A¶F CÀF³FZ EIY dJOÞXIYe Jû»Fe W`Ü 1968 ¸FZÔ ´FFI  ³FZ ·FFS°F IYF ¶FdW¿IYFSIYSF¹FF ±FFÜ 2019 ¸FZÔ ´FFdIYÀ°FF³F ³FZ ²F¸FIYe QedIY A¦FS ÀF„¿F¸FF À½FSFþ IYû AûAFBÀFe IZY ¸Fa¨F´FS ¶Fû»F³FZ dQ¹FF ¦F¹FF °Fû ½FW BÀF AF¹Fûþ³F IYF¶FdW¿IYFS IYSZ¦FFÜ AûAFBÀFe IZY 57 ̧ FZÔ ÀFZ 56 QZVFûÔ ³FZ ´FFdIYÀ°FF³F IYû À´F¿MX IYW dQ¹FF dIY ½FW EZÀFFIYS³FF ¨FFW°FF W` °Fû IYSZ, »FZdIY³F ·FFS°F IYû ·FZþF¶F„»FF½FF d³FSÀ°F ³FWeÔ dIY¹FF þFE¦FFÜ BÀFZ dIYÀFe ·Fe ·FF¿FF ̧ FZÔ ¶FOÞXe IìYMX³Fed°FIY d½Fþ¹F We IYWF þFE¦FFÜ ´FFIY IYû LûOÞIYSX Q„d³F¹FF ImY °F¸FF¸F ¸F„dÀ»F¸FQZVF ´FeE¸F ¸FûQe ´FSX ·FSXûÀFF IYSX SXWZ W`ÔÜ AFdJSX ½FZ ¸FûQe ImY ÀFF±F IYF¸F ¢X¹FûÔ IYSX³FF ̈ FFW SXWZ WỒ? ́ FW»FFIYFSX¯F ¹FW W` dIY ½FZ þF³F°FZ W`Ô dIY ·FFSX°Fe¹F ´FeE¸F´FÃF´FF°Fe ³FWeÔ W`ÔÜ ½FZ ¹FW ÀF¸FÓF°FZ W`Ô dIY ¸FûQe IYFEIY¸FFÂF ̧ FIYÀFQ W` ·FFSX°Fe¹F dW°FûÔ IYe SXÃFF IYSX³FFÜQìÀFSXF IYFSX¯F ¹FW W` dIY C³WûÔ³FZ ¸FWÀFìÀF dIY¹FF W`dIY ¸FûQe ImY ³FZ°FÈ°½F ¸FZÔ ·FFSX°F EdVF¹FF AüSX Q„d³F¹FFIYe ¶FOÞe AFd±FÊIY-ÀFF¸FdSXIY °FFIY°F ¶F³F³FZ IYe SXFW ´FSX W`Ü ¸F`Ô ³FWeÔ ¸FF³F°FF dIY ·FFSX°Fe¹F ¸F„dÀ»F¸F CÀF¶FF°F IYû ³FWeÔ ÀF¸FÓF°FZ þû VFZ¿F Q„d³F¹FF ImY ¸F„dÀ»F¸F ÀF¸FÓF ´FF SXWZ W`ÔÜ dIYÀFe ·Fe »FûIY°FÔÂF ¸FZÔ EIY JFÀF ¨Feþ Wû°Fe W` dþÀFZ AQÈV¹F ½FûMX IYWF þF°FF W`,þû IYBÊ IYFSX¯FûÔ ÀFZ J„Q IYû ´FiQdVFÊ°F ³FWeÔ IYSX°FFÜ ¹FW ¶FF°F ·FFSX°Fe¹F ¸F„ÀF»F¸FF³FûÔ ´FSX ·Fe »FF¦Fì Wû°FeW`Ü 23 ¸FBÊ IYû ³F°FeþZ ÀFF¸F³FZ AF³FZ ImY ¶FFQ þ¶F¨F„³FF½Fe d½FVFZ¿FÄF AFaIYOÞXûÔ IYe LF³F¶Fe³F IYSXZÔ¦FZ °Fû½FZ ¸FûQe ImY ´FÃF ¸FZÔ ´FOÞZ AQÈV¹F ½FûMX QZJ ´FFEÔ¦FZÜWSX ÀF½FZÊ ¸FZÔ ¸FûQe IYû dRYSX ÀFZ ¨F„³FZ þF³FZ ImY IYFSX¯FûÔ ¸FZÔ d½FQZVF ³Fed°F IYF C»»FZJ ́ Fi̧ F„J°FF ÀFZ Wû SXWF W`Ü ·FFSX°Fe¹F ¸F„ÀF»F¸FF³FûÔ ´FSX AÀFSX OF»F³FZ ½FF»FF ¹FWEIY Ad°FdS¢°F ´FW»Fì W`Ü(»FZJIY ´Fì½FÊ IZÔYýie¹F ¸FaÂFe E½Fa ½FdS¿N  À°Fa·FIYFS W`Ô)
response@jagran.com

¸FûQe AüS ̧ F„dÀ»F¸F þ¦F°FBÀF ́ FS ¹FIYe³F IYS ́ FF³FF IYdN³F  W` dIY ·FFSX°Fe¹F ̧ F„ÀF»F¸FF³F CÀF ¶FF°F IYû ³FWeÔ ÀF¸FÓF°FZ þû VFZ¿F Q„d³F¹FF IZY ¸F„dÀ»F¸F ÀF¸FÓF ́ FF SXWZ W`ÔE¸FþZ AIY¶FSB A½F²FZVF SXFªF´F…°FA¦FSX þ½FF¶F ¨FFWX°FZ W`ÔX °Fû ÀF½FF»F ´F…dLXE ARY½FFWûÔ ÀFZ ¶F¨FZÔÀFûVF»F ¸FedO¹FF IYe ARY½FFWZÔ VFe¿FÊIY ÀFZ d»FJZ A´F³FZ »FZJ ¸FZÔ ÀFÈþ³F´FF»F dÀFÔW ³FZ ÀFFZVF»F ̧ FedOX¹FF IYF Q„÷Y´F¹Fû¦F SXûIY³FZ IZY d»FEBÀFÀFZ ÀFÔ¶FÔd²F°F ÀFÔÀ±FFAûÔ IYû IYOÞF ÷YJ A´F³FF³FZ IYû þøYSXe¶F°FF¹FF W`Ü BÀFZ »FZIYS IZÔYQi ÀFSXIYFSX ³FZ ½FFGMXÐÀFE´F IYû ¨FZ°FF½F³Fe·Fe Qe dIY ½FW ARY½FFW R`Y»FF³FZ ½FF»Fe J¶FSXûÔ, ½FedO¹Fû AüSX°FÀ½FeSXûÔ ´FSX »F¦FF¸F »F¦FF³FZ ImY d»FE ¦FÔ·FeSX°FF dQJFEÜ ÀFSXIYFSXIYe ̈ FZ°FF½F³Fe IZY ¶FFQ ½FFGMXÐÀFE´F ³FZ BÀFIZY d»FE þøYSXe IYQ¸F ·Fe CNFE W`ÔÜ »FZdIY³F ÀFSXIYFSX IYû ¨FFdWE dIY ½FW ÀFûVF»F ¸FedOX¹FF´FSX þû »Fû¦F ARY½FFWZÔ R`Y»FF°FZ W`Ô, C³FIZY dJ»FFRY ·Fe IYNûSXÀFþF IYF ́ FiF½F²FF³F IYSXZ °FFdIY IYûBÊ ARY½FFW dIYÀFe IYe þF³F IYe Q„V¸F³F ³F ¶F³F ´FFE ¹FF QZVF IZY dIYÀFe IYû³FZ IYe VFFÔd°F ·FÔ¦F ³F IYSX ÀFIZYÜ ¹FW ¶FF°F °Fû ÀF¨F W` dIY W¸F ÀF¶F AFþFQ QZVF IZY ³FF¦FdSXIY W``ÔÜ »FZdIY³F AFþFQe IYF ¹FW ¸F°F»F¶F ³FWeÔ W` dIY W¸FFSXZ dQ»F ¸FZÔþû ·Fe AF¹FF CÀFZ ÀFûVF»F ̧ FedOX¹FFX ́ FSX d»FJ dQ¹FFÜ W¸F ÀF¶F IYû ¨FFdWE dIY ÀFûVF»F ÀFFBMXûÔ ´FSX IYûBÊ EZÀFF ·FXOÞIYFDY ´FFZÀXM ³F IYSXZÔ dþÀFÀFZ dIY ÀFSXIYFSX IYû ¸Fþ¶FìSX WûIYSX B³F ´FSX ¶F`³F »F¦FF³FF ´FOÞ þFEÜ þ`ÀFF dIY I„YL QZVFûÔ ̧ FZÔ Wû ·Fe ̈ F„IYF W`Ü ÀFûVF»F ÀFFBMXûÔ ́ FSX EZÀFZ IY¸FZÔMX d»FJ³FZ ¨FFdWE dþÀFÀFZ QZVF ¸FZÔ ´¹FFSX, ·FFBÊ¨FFSX AüSX EIY°FF IYe ·FF½F³FF ¶FPÞZ ³F dIY QìÀFSXûÔ IYe ·FF½F³FFAûÔ IYû NZÀF ́ FW„ä FZ AüSX QZVF ¸FZÔ dIYÀFe ´FiIYFSX IYe IYûBÊ AVFFÔd°F R`Y»FZÜSXFþZVF I„Y¸FFSX ¨FüWF³F, þF»FÔ²FS»FFZIY°FaÂF IZY d³F¸FFÊ¯F ̧ FZÔ ÀFWXF¹FIY ¶F³FZÔ·FFSX°F EIY »FFZIY°FFadÂFIY QZVF Wû³FZ IZY ÀFF±F-ÀFF±F d½FV½F ¸FZÔÀF¶FÀFZ ¶FOÞF »FFZIY°FaÂF WX`Ü þWXFa AF¸F þ³F¸FF³FÀF ¦FFa½F ÀFZ »FZIYSX QZVF IYe ÀFSXIYFSX IYF ¨F¹F³F IYSX°FZ W`ÔÜ W¸FFSXZ QZVF ¸FZÔ 18 ÀFF»F ÀFZ DY´FSX ́ Fi°¹FZIY þ³F IYû ̧ F°FQF³F IYF Ad²FIYFSX W`, ́ FSXÔ°F„ ÀF½FFÊd²FIY ¸F°FQF³F ³FF Wû³FF QZVF IYF Q„·FFÊ¦¹F WX`Ü þ¶FdIY ÀF¶FÀFZ Ad²FIY ¹F„½FF »F¦F·F¦F 65 RYeÀFQ W¸FFSXZ QZVF ¸FZÔ W`aÜ ¶FF½FþìQ BÀFIZY »FFZIY°FaÂF IYe ·FF¦FeQFSXe ¸FZÔ IY¸Fe SXW þF³FF d¨Fa°FF IYe ¶FF°F WX`Ü BÀFIYedþ¸¸FZQFSXe QZVF IZY ´Fi°¹FZIY ³FF¦FdSXIY IYû »FZ³Fe Wû¦FeÜ ¸F°FQF°FFAûÔ IYû ½FûMX IYF ¸FW°½F ÀF¸FÓF³FF Wû¦FFÜ A¦FS WX¸F ¸F°FQF³F ³FWXeÔIYS°FZ °FFZ WX¸FZÔ ¨F„³Fe WX„BÊ ÀFSIYFS ´FS Aa¦F„»Fe CXNXF³FZ IYF ·Fe IYFZBÊAd²FIYFS ³FWXeÔ WX`Ü A¢XÀFSX »Fû¦FûÔ IYe ÀFû¨F Wû°Fe W` dIY EIY ½FûMX ÀFZ ¢X¹FF Wû¦FFÜ dþÀF ́ FiIYFSX ¶FìaQ-¶FìÔQ ÀFZ §FOÞF ·FSX°FF W`, NeIY CÀFe ´FiIYFSX EIY-EIY ½FûMX ÀFZ ·FFSX°F IZY »FFZIY°FaÂF IYF d³F¸FFÊ¯F WXFZ°FFWX`Ü ¶Fe°Fe §FMX³FFAFZÔ ´FS ³FþS OF»FZÔ °Fû 1999 ¸FZÔ AMX»F d¶FWXFSXe ½FFþ´FZ¹Fe õFSXF Ad½FV½FFÀF ́ FiÀ°FF½F ̧ FZÔ EIY ½FûMX ³F WXFZ³FZ ÀFZ C³FIYû´Fi²FF³F¸FÔÂFe ´FQ ÀFZ BÀ°FeRYF QZ³FF ´FOÞF ±FFÜ
sdarshan676@gmail.com¸F„ïFZÔ ́ FS WXFZ dÀF¹FFÀF°Fþ½FF³FûÔ ImY ³FF¸F ´FSX WXFZ SWXe dÀF¹FFÀF°F ´FS ¨F„³FF½F AF¹FFZ¦FõFSF ÀF£°F dMX´´F¯Fe IZY ¶FF½FþìQ ¨F„³FF½F ´Fi¨FFS ¸FZÔ þ½FF³FFZÔ IZY ³FF¸F IYF ÀFWXFSF d»F¹FF þF SWXF WX`Ü IY³FFÊMXIY AüSX ¸FWXFSF¿MXÑ IYe¨F„³FF½Fe SX`d»F¹FûÔ ¸FZÔ ´Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe ³FZ ½FûMXSXûÔ ÀFZ A´Fe»F IYe dIY ½FWA´F³FF ´FW»FF ½FûMX C³F þ½FF³FûÔ IYû ÀF¸Fd´FÊ°F IYSZÔ, dþ³WûÔ³FZ QZVFIZY d»FE þF³F Qe WX`Ü þ½FF³FûÔ IZY VFWFQ°F ́ FSX dÀF¹FFÀF°F ́ Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe ´FQ IYe ¦FdSX¸FF AüSX þ½FF³FûÔ IZY ¸F³Fû¶F»F IYû IY¸FþFZS IYSX°FF W`Ü WXF»FFadIY ¨F„³FF½F AF¹FFZ¦F ³FZ BÀF ¶FF°F IYF ÀFaÄFF³F d»F¹FF WX`Ü A¶FBÀF ́ FS dIY°F³FF A¸F»F WXFZ°FF WX` ¹FWX QZ£F³FZ ½FF»Fe ¶FF°F WXFZ¦FeÜ ÀFF±FWXe ¹FWX ·Fe QZ£F³FF WXFZ¦FF dIY ¨F„³FF½F IZY QF`SF³F þ½FF³FFZÔ IZY ³FF¸F ´FS ½FFZMX ¸FFa¦F³FZ ½FF»FZ ¨F„³FF½F ImY ¶FFQ VFWeQûÔ IYû dIY°F³FF ¹FFQ IYS°FZ WX`ÔÜ ¨F„³FF½F IZY QF`SF³F QZVF IYe ¸Fþ¶Fì°F A±FÊ½¹F½FÀ±FF IYû ¸F„ïF ¶F³FF¹FF þF³FF ¨FFdWXEÜ SFZþ¦FFS ´FS dÀF¹FFÀF°F WXFZ³Fe ¨FFdWE dIYIYü³F dÀF¹FFÀFe Q»F SFZþ¦FFS IZY dIY°F³FZ A½FÀFSX ´FiQF³F IYSZ¦FFÜ ¸F„W¸¸FQ AFdÀFRY, þFd¸F¹FF ³F¦FSX dQ»»Fe»FFZIY»F„·FF½F³F ½FFQFZÔ IYe WXIYeIY°F10 A´Fi`»F ImY AÔIY ¸FZÔ dÂF»Fû¨F³F VFFÀÂFe IYF »FZJ k¸F„µX°FJûSXe IYe J°FSX³FFIY ´Fi½FÈd°Fl ´FPÞFÜ SFþ³Fed°FIY ´FFdMXÊ¹FFa ¨F„³FF½F þe°F³FZ IZY d»FE A´F³FZ §FFZ¿F¯FF ´FÂFFZÔ ¸FZÔ dþÀF °FSWX ÀFZ »FFZ¦FFZÔ IYFZ £F`SF°F¶FFaMX³FZ IYF IYF¸F IYS SWXe WX`a, ½FWX ³F °FFZ QZVFdWX°F ¸FZÔ WX` AF`S ³F WXe þ³F°FF IZY dWX°F ¸FZÔÜ ÀF·Fe SXFþd³Fd°FIY Q»F ÀF¸FFþ IYe ·F»FFBÊ ImY³FF¸F ´FSX ¸F„µX°FJûSXe IYF ÀFWFSXF »FZIYSX EIY-QìÀFSXZ ÀFZ ´Fid°FÀ´F²FFÊIYSX SXWZ W`ÔÜ dQJF¹FF °Fû ¹FWX þF°FF W` dIY ÀF¸FFþ IYe ·F»FFBÊ ImYd»FE ¢¹FF dIY¹FF þF SXWF W`, þ¶FdIY ½FFÀ°Fd½FIY ¸FÔVFF ÀFSXIYFSXe´F`ÀFZ ÀFZ ½FûMX JSXeQ³FZ IYe Wû°Fe W`Ü ¨F„³FF½F ImY QüSXF³F  ´F`ÀFZ, VFSXF¶F AüSX d½Fd·F³³F ´FiIYFSX ImY C´FWFSX ¶FFaMXZ þF°FZ W`ÔÜ ¢X¹FF ¹FZ Cd¨F°F WX`Ü BÀF ´FSX QZVF IYe ³¹FF¹F´FFd»FIYF AüSX ¨F„³FF½F AF¹Fû¦F IYû d½F¨FFSXþøYSX IYSX³FF ̈ FFdWEÜ ̧ F„µX°FJûSXe ÀFZ dIYÀFe IYF ·F»FF ³FWXeÔ WXFZ°FFÜ ¶FZWX°FS WXFZ¦FF dIY EZÀFZ »FFZIY»F„·FF½F³F ½FFQFZÔ ÀFZ ¶F¨FF þFEÜ ¨FÔQi ´FiIYFVF VF¸FFÊ, SXF³Fe ¶FF¦F, dQ»»Fe BXÀF À°Fa·F ¸FZÔ dIYÀFe ·Fe d½F¿F¹F ´FSX SXF¹F ½¹FöY IYSX³FZ A±F½FF Q`d³FIY ªFF¦FSX¯F IZY SXFáXÑe¹F ÀFaÀIYSX¯F ´FSX ´Fid°FdIiY¹FF ½¹FöY IYSX³FZ IZY d»FE ´FFNXIY¦F¯F ÀFFQSX AF¸FadÂF°F W`ÔXÜ AF´F WX¸FZÔ ´FÂF ·ûªF³FZ IZY ÀFF±F BÊX-¸FZ»F ·Fe IYSX ÀFIY°FZ W`ÔXÜA´F³FZ ´FÂF BXÀF ´F°FZ ´FSX ·ûªFZÔ :Q`d³FIY ªFF¦FSX¯F, SXFáÑXe¹F ÀFaÀIYSX¯F,OXe-210-211, ÀFZ¢MXSX-63, ³FûEOXFBÊX-¸FZ»F: mailbox@jagran.com¸FZ»F¶FF¢ÀF´Fì½FÊ ÀFZ ´FdV¨F¸F °FIY ·FFSX°F 3,000 dIY»Fû¸FeMXSX ¹FF³Fe 1,864 ̧ Fe»F °FIY ̈ FüOÞF W`Ü QZVFFa°FSX SXZJF ́ FSX QZJZÔ °Fû ¹FZ IY¸F ÀFZ IY¸F 30 dO¦Fie °FIY ImY B»FFImY ¸FZÔ R`Y»FF W`Ü ÀFì¹FÊ IYû AF²FFSX ¶F³FF IYSX Wû³FZ ½FF»Fe ÀF¸F¹F IYe ¦F¯F³FF ImY A³F„ÀFFSX BÀFIYF ̧ F°F»F¶F W` dIY EIY LûSX ÀFZ QìÀFSXZ LûSX °FIY ÀF¸F¹F IYF RYIYÊ IY¸F ÀFZ IY¸F Qû §FÔMXZ IYF W`Ü BÀF LûMXZ ÀFZ RYIYÊ IYF AÀFSX »FFJûÔ »FûÔ¦FûÔ ´FSX ´FOÞ SXWXF W`Ü·FFSX°F ImY ÀFìQìSX ´FdV¨F¸Fe LûSX ImY ¸F„IYF¶F»FZ QZVF ImY ´Fì½FÊ ¸FZÔ ÀFì¹FûÊQ¹F °FIYSXe¶F³F Qû §FÔMXZ ´FW»FZ Wû°FF W`Ü ´FìSXZ QZVF ImY d»FE EIY ¸FF³FIY ÀF¸F¹F IYe AF»Fû¨F³FF IYSX³FZ ½FF»FûÔ IYF IYW³FF W` dIY QZVF ImY ´Fì½FûÊØFSX ̧ FZÔ ÀFì¹FÊ IYe SXûVF³Fe IYF ́ FìSXF BÀ°FZ̧ FF»F IYSX³FZ ImY d»FE ¹FZ þøYSXe W` dIY ·FFSX°F ¸FZÔ Qû ¸FF³FIY ÀF¸F¹F IYû À½FeIYFSX dIY¹FF þFEÜ ´Fì½FÊ ¸FZÔ ÀFì¹FÊ IYe SXûVF³Fe þ»Qe ´FOÞ°Fe W` AüSX BÀF IYFSX¯F ½FWFÔ BÀFIYF BÀ°FZ¸FF»F ́ FW»FZ VF„øY Wû ÀFIY°FF W`Ü W¸FFSXZ VFSXeSX ImY ·Fe°FSX EIY §FOÞe Wû°Fe W` þû EIY d³F¹F°F °FF»F ´FSX ¨F»F°Fe W`, BÀFZ dÀFIYFÊdO¹F³F dSXQ¸F IYW°FZ W`ÔÜ ÀFì¹FÊ IYF CQ¹F Wû³FF AüSX P»F³FF BÀF °FF»F IYû ÀFe²FZ °FüSX ´FSX ́ Fi·FFd½F°F IYSX°FF W`Ü þ`ÀFZ-þ`ÀFZ ÀFFÔÓF Wû³FZ »F¦F°Fe W` W¸FFSXZ VFSXeSX ¸FZÔ ³FeÔQ IYû ´Fi·FFd½F°F IYSX³FZ ½FF»FF WFG¸FûÊ³F ¸FZ»FFMXûd³F³F ¶F³F°FF W`, BÀF IYFSX¯F ½¹Fd¢°F IYû ³FeÔQ AF³FZ »F¦F°Fe W`Ü IYFG³FZÊ»F d½FV½Fd½FôF»F¹F ̧ FZÔ A±FÊVFFÀÂFe ̧ Füd»FIY þ¦F³FF³Fe IYW°FZ WỒ dIY ́ FìSXZ QZVF ¸FZÔ EIY We ¸FF³FIY ÀF¸F¹F Wû³FZ IYF AÀFSX ¶F¨¨FûÔ IYe ³FeÔQ IYe ¦F„̄ F½FØFF ́ FSX ́ FOÞ°FF W`Ü BÀFIYF ÀFe²FF AÀFSX C³FIYe dVFÃFF ´FSX ́ FOÞ°FF W`Ü ¨FìÔdIY ́ FìSXZ ·FFSX°F ̧ FZÔ EIY We ¸FF³FIY ÀF¸F¹F IYû A´F³FF¹FF ¦F¹FF W` °Fû QZVF ·FSX ImY ÀIYì»F »F¦F·F¦F EIY We ÀF¸F¹F ´FSX J„»F°FZ W`Ô, »FZdIY³F dþ³F þ¦FWûÔ ´FSX ÀFì¹FÊ QZSX ÀFZ AÀ°F Wû°FF W` ½FWFÔ ¶F¨¨FZ QZSX ÀFZ ÀFû³FZ þF°FZ W`Ô AüSX BÀF IYFSX¯F C³WZÔ IY¸F ³FeÔQ d¸F»F°Fe W`ÜQû ¸FF³FIY ÀF¸F¹F þû³F IYû A´F³FF³FZ IYû »FZIYSX ·FFSX°F ¸FZÔ »FÔ¶Fe ¶FWÀF ¨F»Fe W`Ü 1980 ImY QVFIY ImY AFdJSX ¸FZÔ EIY ³FF¸Fe DYþFÊ ÀFÔÀ±FF³F ImY VFû²FIY°FFÊAûÔ ImY EIY Q»F ³FZ d¶Fþ»Fe ¶F¨FF³FZ ImY d»FE EIY ¸FF³FIY ÀF¸F¹F IYe ½¹F½FÀ±FF ÀF„ÓFFBÊ ±FeÜ 2002 ¸FZÔ EIY ÀFSXIYFSXe ´F`³F»F ³FZ BÀF¸FZÔ ¸F„dVIY»FûÔ IYF W½FF»FF QZ°FZ W„E BÀF °FSXW ImY EIY ´FiÀ°FF½F IYû NÔOZ ¶FÀ°FZ ¸FZÔ OF»F dQ¹FF ±FFÜ IY„L d½FVFZ¿FÄFûÔ IYû»F¦F°FF W` dIY BÀF¸FZÔ MÑZ³FûÔ ImY E¢XÀFeOZÔMX IYF J°FSXFAd²FIY W`, ¢X¹FûÔdIY A»F¦F ¸FF³FIY ÀF¸F¹F þû³F¸FZÔ ´Fi½FZVF IYSX°FZ We C³FIYF ÀF¸F¹F ¶FQ»F³FF þøYSXeWû¦FFÜ WF»FFÔdIY ¶Fe°FZ ÀFF»F AFd²FIYFdSXIY ·FFSX°Fe¹F MXFB¸FIYe´FÀFÊ ³FZ J„Q We Qû ¸FF³FIY ÀF¸F¹F þû³F IYF ÀF„ÓFF½F dQ¹FF ±FF-EIY ¸FF³FIY ÀF¸F¹F QZVF ImY AFNCØFSX ´Fì½FeÊ SXFª¹FûÔ ImY d»FE AüSX QìÀFSXF VFZ¿F ·FFSX°FImY d»FEÜ B³F Qû³FûÔ ¸FF³FIY ÀF¸F¹F þû³F ¸FZÔ EIY §FÔMXZ IYF RYIYÊ ÀF„ÓFF¹FF ¦F¹FF ±FFÜ³FZVF³F»F dRYdþIY»F »FZ¶FûSXZMXSXe ImY VFû²FIY°FFÊAûÔ ImY A³F„ÀFFSX EIY We ¸FF³FIY ÀF¸F¹F þû³F IYF Wû³FFþe½F³F IYû ¶F„SXe °FSXW ÀFZ ´Fi·FFd½F°F IYSX SXWF W`,¢X¹FûÔdIY AFd²FIYFdSXIY °FüSX ́ FSX IYF¸F IYSX³FZ ImY ÀF¸F¹F ÀFZ IYFRYe þ»Qe ÀFì¹FûÊQ¹F AüSX ÀFì¹FFÊÀ°F Wû°FF W`Üþ»Qe ÀFì¹FûÊQ¹F Wû³FZ ImY IYFSX¯F QµX°FSXûÔ ¸FZÔ IYF¸FImY §FÔMXûÔ IYF ³F„IYÀFF³F Wû°FF W`, ¢X¹FûÔdIY ÀIYì»F AüSX IYFG»FZþ ÀFìSXþ IYe SXûVF³Fe IYF ÀFWe »FF·F »FZ³FZ ImYd»FE QZSXe ÀFZ J„»F°FZ W`ÔÜ ÀFQeÊ ImY dQ³FûÔ ¸FZÔ WF»FF°FAüSX ¶F„SXZ Wû þF°FZ W`Ô, ¢X¹FûÔdIY ÀFìSXþ þ»Qe P»F°FF W` AüSX IYF¸F ¶FÔQ ³F Wû BÀFd»FE d¶Fþ»Fe IYe J´F°F·Fe ¶FPÞ þF°Fe W`Ü(ÀFF·FFS : ¶Fe¶FeÀFe ¸FZÔ ÀFüd°FIY d¶FÀ½FFÀF)dÀFÔ¦F»F MXFB¸F þû³F WFZ³FZ IYF ³F„IYÀFF³FA¦FSX ·FFSX°F Qû ̧ FF³FIY ÀF¸F¹F IYe ³Fed°F A´F³FF »FZ °Fû QZVF IYû ÀFF»FF³FF 452 IYSXûOÞ ÷Y´F¹FZ ÀFZ Ad²FIY IYe ¸FF³F½F ́ FìÔþe IYF »FF·F d¸F»FZ¦FFdRYSX ÀFZÀFaÀ±FF´FIY-À½F. ́ F…¯FÊ¨F³Qi ¦F„´°F. ́ F…½FÊ ́ Fi²FF³F ÀFa´FFQIY-À½F.³FSm³Qi ̧ FûWX³F. ÀFa´FFQIYe¹F d³FQZVFIY-¸FWZX³Qi ̧ FûWX³F ¦F„´°F. ́ Fi²FF³F ÀFa´FFQIY-ÀFaªF¹F ¦F„´°F, ªFF¦FSX¯F ́ FiIYFVF³F d»F. IZY d»FE: ³Fe°FZ³Qi ßFe½FFÀ°F½F õXFSXF 501, AFBÊX.E³F.EÀF. d¶Fd»OaX¦F,SXRYe ̧ FF¦FÊ, ³FBÊX dQ»»Fe ÀFZ ́ FiIYFdVF°F AüSX CX³WXeÔ IZY õXFSXF OXe-210, 211, ÀFZ¢MXSX-63 ³FûEOXF ÀFZ ̧ F„dQi°F, ÀFa´FFQIY (SXF¿MÑXe¹F ÀFaÀIYSX¯F) -d½F¿¯F„ ́ FiIYFVF dÂF´FFNXe* Q…SX·FF¿F : ³FBÊX dQ»»Fe IYF¹FF 23359961-62, ³FûEOXF IYF¹FFÊ»F¹F : 0120-3915800, E-mail: delhi@nda.jagran.com, R.N.I. No. DELHIN/2017/74721 * BXÀF AaIY ̧ FZÔ ́ FiIYFdVF°F ÀF¸FÀ°F ÀF¸FF¨FFSXûÔ IZY ̈ F¹F³F E½Fa ³F WZX°F„ ́ Fe.AFSX.¶Fe. E¢MX IZY Aa°F¦FÊ°F CXØFSXQF¹FeÜ  ÀF¸FÀ°F d½F½FFQ dQ»»Fe ³¹FF¹FF»F¹ FFBÊX VF„»IY Ad°FdSX¢°FÜSXF¿MÑXe¹FX ÀFaÀIYSX¯Fwww.jagran.com   
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