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The  fi��re  that  tore  through
NotreDame  cathedral  was
probably  caused  by  acci
dent,  French  prosecutors
said  on  Tuesday  after  fi��re
fi��ghters  doused  the  last
fl��ames in the ruins overnight
and  the  nation  grieved  for
the destruction of one of its
symbols.

More  than  400  fi��remen
were needed to tame the in
ferno  that  consumed  the
roof and collapsed the spire
of  the  eightcenturiesold
cathedral.  They  worked
through  the  night  to  extin
guish the fi��re some 14 hours
after it began.

Paris  public  prosecutor
Remy Heitz said there was no
obvious  indication  the  fi��re
was arson. Fifty people were
working on what would be a
long and complex investiga
tion. One fi��refi��ghter was in
jured  but  no  one  else  was
hurt in the blaze, which be
gan  after  the  building  was
closed  to  the  public  for  the
evening.

From the outside, the im
posing bell towers and outer
walls,  with  their  vast  fl��ying
buttresses,  still  stood  fi��rm,
but  the  insides  and  the  up
per structure were eviscerat
ed by the blaze.

Firefi��ghters examined the
gothic  facade  and  could  be
seen  walking  atop  the  belf
ries as police kept the area in
lockdown. Investigators will
not be able to enter the cath
edral’s blackened nave until
experts are satisfi��ed its stone
walls withstood the heat and
the  building  is  structurally
sound.

The  fi��re  swiftly  ripped
through the cathedral’s tim
bered  roof  supports, where
workmen had been carrying
out extensive renovations to
the spire's wooden frame.

The Paris prosecutor has
opened an investigation into
“involuntary destruction by
fi��re”. Police on Tuesday be

gan questioning the workers
involved  in  the  restoration,
the prosecutor’s offi��ce said.

‘Still standing’
Hundreds  of  stunned  on
lookers  lined  the  banks  of
Seine river late into the night
as  the  fi��re  raged,  reciting
prayers and singing liturgical
music  in  harmony  as  they
stood in vigil.

“Yesterday,  we  thought
the  whole  cathedral  would
collapse.  Yet,  this  morning
she is still standing, valiant,
despite  everything.  It  is  a
sign of hope,” said Sister Ma
rie  Aimee,  a  nun  who  had
hurried  to  a  nearby  church
to pray as the fi��re spread.

It was at NotreDame that

Napoleon  was  made  Empe
ror in 1804, Pope Pius X beat
ifi��ed Joan of Arc in 1909 and
former presidents Charles de
Gaulle  and  Francois  Mitter
rand were mourned.

President  Emmanuel  Ma
cron  promised  to  rebuild
NotreDame  within  fi��ve
years, considered among the
fi��nest examples of European
Gothic  architecture,  visited
by more than 13 million peo
ple a year. 

Owned by the State, it has
been at the centre of a years
long row between the nation
and the Paris archdiocese ov
er who should fi��nance resto
ration work to collapsed ba
lustrades,  crumbling
gargoyles and facades.

No sign of arson in cathedral blaze 
The inferno consumed the roof and brought down the spire of the eight-centuries-old cathedral 
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As Washington counts down
the fi��nal hours until publica
tion of the redacted Special
Counsel report now expect
ed  on  Thursday,  President
Donald  Trump  stepped  up
his attacks in an eff��ort to un
dermine  potential  disclo
sures  on  Russia,  his  2016
campaign  and  the  after
math. 

“Mueller,  and  the  A.G.
based  on  Mueller  fi��ndings
(and great intelligence), have
already ruled No Collusion,
No Obstruction,” Mr. Trump
tweeted.  “These  were
crimes  committed  by
Crooked  Hillary,  the  DNC,
Dirty  Cops  and  others!  IN
VESTIGATE  THE  INVESTI
GATORS!” 

Press  Secretary  Sarah

Sanders  repeatedly  tried  to
make  the  same  case  on  TV
talk  shows  on  Sunday.  But
the political battle is far from
fi��nished  over  the  Special
Counsel’s  investigation  of
Russian  eff��orts  to  help  Mr.
Trump in 2016 and whether
there was cooperation with
his campaign. 

Democrats are calling for
Mr. Mueller himself to testify

before  Congress  and  have
expressed  concern  that  At
torney  General  William  P.
Barr will order unnecessary
censoring  of  the  report  to
protect  the  President.  The
House  Judiciary Committee
is  poised  to  try  to  compel
Mr. Barr to turn over an un
redacted copy as well as the
report’s  underlying  investi
gative fi��les. 

The  Justice  Department
said  on  Monday  that  it  ex
pects to release the redacted
version on Thursday morn
ing, sending the fi��ndings of
the nearly twoyear probe to
Congress and making  them
available to the public. 

Mr. Mueller offi��cially con
cluded his investigation late
last  month  and  submitted
the  confi��dential  report  to
Mr. Barr. 

Democrats are calling for Mueller to testify before Congress 
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William P. Barr

Edited version of Russia
probe report to be released

A U.S.  District  Court on
Tuesday unsealed a civil law
suit that seeks damages from
Sri  Lanka’s  former  Defence
Secretary Gotabaya Rajapak
sa  for  allegedly  instigating
and authorising torture and
murder.  The  case  was  fi��led
by Ahimsa Wickrematunge,
daughter of slain Sri Lankan
journalist Lasantha Wickre
matunge,  who  was  mur
dered  a  decade  ago.  After
the complaint was fi��led ear
lier  this month at a Califor
nia court, Mr. Rajapaksa was
served  with  the  papers  in
Los  Angeles,  where  he  was
on a private visit. 

“The  complaint  alleges
that  Gotabaya  Rajapaksa
was  involved  in  the  extra
judicial  killing  of  journalist
Lasantha Wickrematunge as
well as  the widespread and
systematic targeting of other

journalists  perceived  to  be
critical of the Rajapaksa go
vernment,” according to the
Center  for  Justice  and  Ac
countability  (CJA),  a  San
Franciscobased  human
rights  legal  organisation,
whose  lawyers  were  in
volved  in  preparing  the
complaint.

While the current govern
ment led by President Maith
ripala  Sirisena  in  2015  pro
mised  to  probe  murders,
including  Mr.  Wickrema
tunge’s, during the previous

regime, the cases have seen
little progress since. 

A dual citizen of Sri Lanka
and the U.S., Gotabaya Raja
paksa is said to be consider
ing entering the Presidential
fray this year, as a 2015 legis
lation bars his older brother
and  former  President  Ma
hinda Rajapaksa from seek
ing  a  third  term.  The  case
comes at a time when Gota
baya  Rajapaksa  is  trying  to
renounce his American citi
zenship,  since  Sri  Lankan
law  prohibits  those  with
dual  citizenship  from  con
testing.  Denying  charges,
Mr. Gotabaya, who returned
to Sri Lanka last week, told
supporters he did not antici
pate any diffi��culty in his citi
zenship  renunciation  pro
cess.  “His  lawyers  will  take
due action  in  the U.S.  if  re
quired,” his  spokesman Mi
linda  Rajapaksa  told  The

Hindu.

U.S. court unseals case against
Gotabaya over ‘torture’
Plaint alleges he was involved in the killing of a journalist
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Gotabaya Rajapaksa 

Selfdescribed  Democratic
socialist Bernie Sanders, the
2020 presidential candidate
who has long assailed Amer
ica’s  growing  income  in
equality, released 10 years of
tax returns on Monday that
confi��rm  his  newfound  sta
tus as a millionaire.

The Senator, who routine
ly rails against “millionaires
and  billionaires”  and  the
“rigged”  economic  system
that protects their standing,
saw  his  income  spike  on
royalties  from  sales  of  his
book,  Our Revolution,  pu
blished shortly after his 2016
race  for  the  Democratic

nomination.
According  to  tax  returns

released  by  the  Sanders
campaign, he had an adjust
ed gross income of $5,61,293
in  2018,  $1,131,925  in  2017
and $1,062,626 in 2016. 

His 2015 income was sub
stantially  less,  at  $240,622,
the returns showed.

“These  tax  returns  show
that our family has been for
tunate. I am very grateful for
that, as I grew up in a family
that  lived  paycheck  to  pay
check and I know the stress
of economic insecurity,” Mr.
Sanders said in a statement.

“I  consider  paying  more
in taxes as my  income rose
to be both an obligation and
an  investment  in  our
country.”

The  increased  wealth  of
the  liberal  candidate has
raised questions whether he
can still  speak  for working
class Americans.

Bernie Sanders’ tax returns
show his millionaire status
His income spiked on royalties from sales of his recent book 
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Victor  Hugo’s  The Hunch-

back of Notre-Dame shot to
the top of the Amazon best
seller list on Tuesday.

The  original  French  ver
sion  of  the  gothic  novel,
Notre-Dame de Paris,  be
came  the  fastest  selling
book in France and is also a
number  one  bestseller
worldwide in English in two
subcategories  of  historical
fi��ction.

The Disney animated mo

vie version of the story also
rocketed  into  the  top  10 of
family fi��lms.

When Hugo began his 11
volume  tale  in  1829,  Notre
Dame  was  crumbling.  But
his epic about the tragic fate
of the Gypsy girl Esmeralda
who  captures  the  heart  of
Captain  Phoebus,  the  poet
Pierre  Gringoire,  Archdea
con Frollo — and most of all
the  hunchback  Quasimodo
— helped mobilise the mam
moth  19thcentury  restora
tion of the monument.

Hunchback of Notre-Dame

now on top of bestseller list 
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New York museum
scraps Bolsonaro event 
NEW YORK

New York’s Museum of

Natural History has cancelled

a private function to honour

Brazilian President Jair

Bolsonaro. He has been

attacked for policies that

threaten indigenous

communities. AFP

IN BRIEF

Iran labels U.S. troops in
West Asia as ‘terrorist’ 
TEHRAN

Iran’s lawmakers on Tuesday

overwhelmingly approved a

bill labelling U.S. forces in the

West Asia as terrorist, a day

after the U.S. terrorism

designation for Iran’s

Revolutionary Guard formally

took effect, state TV

reported. AP

Members of Egypt’s Parlia
ment  on  Tuesday  ap
proved changes to the Con
stitution  that  will  allow
President Abdel Fattah al
Sisi  to  stay  in  power  until
2030,  State  media
reported.

The  changes  to  extend
presidential terms are part
of amendments initially in
troduced in February by a
parliamentary  bloc  sup
portive of Mr. Sisi and up
dated this week after sever
al rounds of debates.

“The President’s current
term shall expire at the end
of six years  from the date
of his election as President
in  2018,”  reported  the
broadcaster  Nile  TV.  “He
can  be  reelected  for
another (sixyear) term.”

The amendments are ex
pected to be put to a public
referendum  later  this
month. 

MPs vote
extends Sisi’s
rule till 2030
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Sudan’s  new  military  ruler
General Abdel Fattah alBur
han  sacked  the  country’s
prosecutor general on Tues
day,  the  military  council
said,  after  protesters  de
manded he be fi��red.

“Lieutenant  General  Ab
del Fattah alBurhan has is
sued  a  declaration  sacking
the Prosecutor General Om
er  Ahmed  Mohamed,”  the
council said.

The  Lieutenant  General
has  appointed  AlWaleed
Sayyed Ahmed as the coun
try’s new acting prosecutor
general, the council added. 

Protests  had  rocked  Su
dan for nearly four months,
resulting in the ouster of Pre
sident  Omar  alBashir  last
week after three decades of
ironfi��sted rule.

But  in  less  than  a  week,
the  initial  jubilation  has
turned into anger against Su
dan's new military rulers as
protesters  remain  camped
outside the army complex.

At fi��rst,  they pressed the
Army  to  back  their  calls  to
oust Mr. Bashir.

Since his departure, they

have called on the ruling mil
itary council to meet the de
mands of their “revolution”.

On  Monday,  they  har
dened  their  position,  de
manding the military rulers
exit.

Meanwhile, Uganda said it
would consider granting asy
lum to Mr. Bashir.

Protesters want the ruling military council to meet their demands
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Protest dance: A Sudanese band performing during a sit-in
protest outside the Defence Ministry in Khartoum. * REUTERS

Sudan’s prosecutor general ousted
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