e THE HINDU
SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2019

Trump raises tarifts on Chinese goods

Beijing says it ‘deeply regrets’ the U.S. decision and promises to take countermeasures

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

The trade war between the
U.S. and China took a turn
for the worse on Friday as
the Trump administration
increased tariffs on $200 bil-
lion worth of Chinese goods.
Tariffs on 5,700 categories of
goods increased from 10% to
25% at 12.01 am on Friday.

The tariffs went into effect
just hours before U.S. Trade
Representative Robert Light-
hizer, Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin and Chinese
Vice-Premier Liu He held a
second day of talks in Wash-
ington on Friday. The ses-
sion ended after about 90
minutes.

“They were constructive
discussions,” Mr. Mnuchin
told reporters as he left Mr.
Lighthizer’s offices near mid-
day. Mr. Mnuchin said the
negotiations were done for
the day.

Mr. Liu, the lead Chinese
negotiator, told reporters at
his hotel in Washington that
the talks had gone “fairly
well”.

Things have moved quick-
ly over the past few days with
tariffs kicking in days after
Mr. Trump said they would,
and five days after the admi-
nistration notified the new
rates in the Federal Register.
This, despite Mr. Trump say-
ing on Thursday that Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
had sent him a “very beauti-
ful letter” offering to “work
together” and “get someth-
ing done”.

The tariff rate on machin-
ery and technology imports
from China, whose value is
about $50 billion, was alrea-
dy hiked to 25% last year in
tit-for-tat tariff rounds bet-

Trade war

escalates

U.S. President Donald Trump
escalated his trade war with
China, hiking tariffs to 25% from
10% on $200 billion worth
of goods. The latest increase
extends 25% duties to a total of
$250 billion of Chinese imports
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ween the two countries. Fri-
day’s tariffs for the $200
worth of Chinese imports,
“as part of the U.S.’s continu-
ing response to China’s theft
of American intellectual pro-
perty and forced transfer of
American technology,” was
set to kick in January 1 as per
a September 2018 announce-
ment from the USTR, but it
was held in abeyance as ne-
gotiations continued.

In the past, Mr. Trump
had threatened to increase
tariffs on the remainder of
Chinese imports as well, a

China has Imposed tariffs on 91% of U.S. Imports

threat he reiterated on Fri-
day. The U.S. imported $558
billion of goods from China
as per the USTR, with $250
billion attracting 25% tariffs
as of Friday.

New round

“The process has begun to
place additional tariffs at
25% on the remaining $325
billion,” Mr. Trump wrote on
Twitter.

Last week, U.S. officials fa-
miliar with the discussions
had said China had back-
tracked on commitments,

Sri Lanka orders mosques
to clamp down on extremists

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
COLOMBO
The Sri Lankan government
on Friday ordered mosques
to clamp down on extre-
mists and to submit copies
of sermons in new fallout
from the Easter suicide
bombings that left 258 dead.
The Ministry of Muslim
Religious and Cultural Af-
fairs said mosques must not
be used for radicalising con-

gregations. “In view of the

prevailing situation in the
country, the Ministry directs
all trustees of mosques not
to engage in or permit any

gathering to promote or pro-

pagate hatred or extremism
in any form,” the Ministry
said.

It said all mosques must
submit copies of sermons gi-

ven within their premises.

Sri Lankan radicals who

Chelsea Manning freed
from jail in contempt case

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

Former military intelligence
analyst Chelsea Manning
was freed from a U.S. jail on
Thursday after two months
in custody — but faces a pos-
sible return to the lockup as
soon as next week, a sup-
port group said.

Ms. Manning was jailed in
early March for refusing to
testify in a grand jury inves-
tigation targeting the anti-
secrecy group WikiLeaks.

A judge in March ruled
Ms. Manning in contempt of
court and ordered her held
not as punishment but to
force her testimony in the
secret case, a spokesman for
the U.S. attorney in the Alex-
andria, Virginia federal
court said at the time.

The support group, the
Sparrow Project, said in
Thursday’s statement that
Ms. Manning was released
following the expiry of the

IN BRIEF

China indicts ex-Interpol
chief on bribery charges
BEIJING

Chinese prosecutors indicted
former Interpol president
Meng Hongwei on Friday on
charges of accepting bribes.
A statement said Mr. Meng
accepted cash and property
“in return for performing
favours for others." ap

Chelsea Manning

grand jury’s term. “Unfortu-
nately, even prior to her re-
lease, Chelsea was served
with another subpoena.
This means she is expected
to appear before a different
grand jury, on Thursday,
May 16,” Sparrow Project
quoted Ms. Manning’s legal
team as saying.

“It is therefore conceiva-

ble that she will once again
be held in contempt of
court,” and returned to jail,
the legal team said. “Chel-
sea will continue to refuse to
answer questions.”

had pledged allegiance to
the Islamic State have been
been blamed for the April 21
bombings.

Since the attacks, the go-
vernment has carried out
raids across the country and
killed several suspected rad-
icals. At least 56 suspects are
in custody, while authorities
have expelled 200 foreign
clerics who had overstayed
their visas.

prompting Mr. Trump’s deci-
sion to impose the new
round of tariffs.

China has said, via a Mi-
nistry of Commerce state-
ment, that it “deeply regret-
ted” the latest tariff
development and has said it
will take countermeasures.

American agriculture has
felt much of the heat of the
tit-for-tat trade war with Chi-
na. Mr. Trump sought to as-
suage concerns on Friday.
With an election looming in
2020, the President cannot
afford to alienate farmers —
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most of the top 10 agricultu-
ral States were won by Mr.
Trump in 2016. “Your all
time favourite President got
tired of waiting for China to
help out and start buying
from our FARMERS, the
greatest anywhere in the
World!” he wrote on Twitter.
Tariff increases will also
mean U.S. firms paying more
for Chinese inputs and those
costs will be, at least in par-
tially, passed on to American
consumers.
(With inputs
from Reuters)

South Africa’s ANC headed
for victory, but support dips

REUTERS
PRETORIA

The African National Con-
gress was headed for victory
in South Africa’s election on
Friday, although the party
was on course for its worst
performance since it took
power 25 years ago.

The ANC held a com-
manding lead with 94% of
the voting districts counted,
according to the electoral
commission’s website. It

had secured 57.7% of the
vote, with the main Opposi-
tion Democratic Alliance on
20.6% and the leftist Eco-
nomic Freedom Fighters on
10.5%.

ANC officials acknow-
ledged the decline, but said
the results were still strong
enough.

“People have shown they
are willing to forgive the
ANC,” said Ronald Lamola,
an official.

Kim orders stronger strike
power; US. still open to talks

Nobody's happy about North Korea’s missile tests: Trump

REUTERS
SEOUL

North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un has ordered the mil-
itary to boost its strike capa-
bility as he directed another
missile firing, state media
said on Friday, as tensions
grew over tests that ap-
peared to show develop-
ment of a new advanced
missile system.

Mr. Kim’s call for a “full
combat posture” follows the
U.S. seizure of a large North
Korean cargo ship accused
of illicit coal shipments.

The increased tensions
come amid a gridlock in dia-
logue after the second sum-
mit between Mr. Kim and
U.S. President Donald
Trump collapsed over U.S.
demands for Pyongyang’s
nuclear disarmament and
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A missile tested by North
Korea on Thursday. =arp

Mr. Kim’s demands for relief
from sanctions.

“(Kim) stressed the need
to further increase the capa-
bility of the defence units in
the forefront area and on the
western front to carry out
combat tasks and keep full
combat posture to cope with
any emergency,” KCNA news
agency reported. He noted
“genuine peace and security
of the country are guaran-
teed only by the strong phys-

ical force capable of defend-
ing its sovereignty,” it said,
adding he “set forth impor-
tant tasks for further in-
creasing the strike ability.”

Both Mr. Trump and
South Korean President
Moon Jae-in said that Thurs-
day’s missile tests were not
helpful but suggested they
would not scupper dialogue.

“I know they want to ne-
gotiate, they’re talking about
negotiating. But I don’t think
they’re ready to negotiate,”
Mr. Trump said. “Nobody’s
happy about it [the missile
tests] but we’re taking a
good look and we’ll see.”

Mr. Moon said the tests
were likely a reaction to the
failed summit with Mr.
Trump, but he thought
North Korea remained hope-
ful of continuing talks.

Pakistan turns to science, infuriates clerics

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ISLAMABAD

Imran Khan’s government
has drawn the ire of conser-
vative clerics with calls for a
science-based lunar calen-
dar to calculate the start of
the holy fasting month of
Ramzan in Pakistan, which
faces an annual controversy
over the date.

A cleric-led “moonsight-
ing committee” announces
when the fasting should be-
gin, but for decades it has
faced disputes over the accu-
racy of its decision.

“Every year on the occa-
sion of Ramzan, Id and Mu-
harram a controversy starts
regarding moonsighting,”
Science and Technology Mi-
nister Fawad Chaudhry ex-
plained in a video he tweet-
ed on May 5, in which he
recounted watching the
committee use “old technol-
ogy” — telescopes — to make
their calculations.

“When modern means
are available..., the question
is why we should not use this
latest technology?” he ar-

gued.

His Ministry will form a
committee of scientists, me-
teorologists and Pakistan’s
space agency to calculate the
correct dates for the next
five years with “100 percent
accuracy”. However, the
Prime Minister’s Cabinet can
reject the calendar. In anoth-
er tweet, he warned that de-
cisions on how the country
should be run “cannot be left
to the maulana (clerics)”.

Mufti  Muneeb-ur-Reh-
man, head of the moonsight-
ing committee, warned that
Mr. Chaudhry should stay in

his lane. “I have appealed to
Prime Minister Imran Khan
that only the concerned Mi-
nister should talk about reli-
gious matters,” he said in a
press conference in Karachi.
“Every Minister who does
not know the sensitivity of
the religion, does not under-
stand it, they should not get
the free licence to comment
on religious matters.”

He pointed out that the
committee already has mem-
bers from the space agency,
and also works with the Me-
teorological Department.

INTERVIEW | MARIYA AHMED DIDI

‘Regional infrastructure
needed to combat terror’

Maldives Defence Minister says radicalisation a concern

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

The April 21 serial bombings
in Sri Lanka not only shook
the island, but also sparked
considerable fear in South
Asia, especially in neigh-
bouring Maldives that is
home to nearly 4,00,000
Muslims. Almost immediate-
ly after the Sri Lanka at-
tacks, the island nation
heightened security mea-
sures and began strengthen-
ing its response mechanisms
to tackle a possible terror
threat. Amid reports of do-
zens of Maldivians joining
militant Islamist organisa-
tions abroad, the country is
also taking steps to address
radicalisation, which is a
concern for the Maldivian
government, says Defence
Minister Mariya Ahmed
Didi in an email interview.

As a close neighbour, how
does the Maldives view the
terror attack in Sri Lanka?
You had tweeted about its
impact on the region...
m The terror attacks in Sri
Lanka on Easter Sunday, car-
ried out in multiple loca-
tions, are of extreme con-
cern to the Maldives, and the
entire region. The magni-
tude of the attacks, the level
of coordination and the tac-
tics chosen by the terrorists
are alarming and indicate
new levels of brutality to
which terrorists may resort.
As a country predomi-
nantly dependent on tou-
rism, we do not take these
attacks within our neigh-
bourhood lightly, and we are
acting on these concerns
with the urgent establish-
ment of national-level, multi-
agency security structures
and measures.

Following the blasts, the
Maldives appears to be
gearing up for a possible
security contingency. The
National Defence Force and
the police have been holding
special emergency response
exercises. Is the Maldives
sensing a potential terror
threat?

m There is no specific or im-
minent terrorist threat de-
tected. However, in today’s
world, we can never really

There is a greater
need for regional
cooperation

C

entirely rule out the possibil-
ity of one. Therefore, in the
interest of vigilance, the Mal-
dives National Defence Force
(MNDF) and the Maldives
Police Service have been
holding joint, special emer-
gency response exercises,
testing various scenarios.

Similarly, other security
organisations such as the
Aviation Security Command,
the Maldives Customs Ser-
vice, and the Maldives Immi-
gration have also heightened
their security levels.

According to reports in the
Maldivian media, over 60
Maldivian men, along with
their wives and children,
have travelled out of the
country to join foreign wars,
mostly in Syria. As per
official records, how many
Maldivians are believed to
have joined Jihadist groups
abroad?
m It is difficult to give an offi-
cial figure. It is an offence
punishable by several years
of imprisonment to engage
in a foreign war. Therefore,
those who have travelled to
join foreign wars have tra-
velled under the guise of tra-
velling to friendly countries.
The National Counter Ter-
rorism Centre (NCTC) gets its
numbers from relatives and
others who come forward
and report that someone
they know have travelled
abroad to join foreign wars.
The NCTC puts the current
figure at 69, excluding wo-
men and children.

Does your government view
radicalisation as a cause of
concern? If yes, how are you
responding to it?

m Radicalisation of any sort,

including religious radicali-
sation, is a concern for the
Maldivian government. Reli-
gious radicalisation is ad-
dressed under the Religious
Unity Act. Terrorism and
violent extremism are ad-
dressed under the Anti-Ter-
rorism Act. Two senior-level
committees, the Counter
Terrorism Steering Commit-
tee and the Counter Radical-
isation Committee, ensure a
whole-of-government and a
whole-of-society approach
to address this issue. This ap-
proach involves capacity
building at the organisation-
al level and conducting com-
munity empowerment pro-
grammes for vulnerable
communities and other im-
portant social sectors such
as the education sector, and
the NGOs.

The government is cur-
rently working on designing
and implementing a rehabili-
tation programme for radi-
calised individuals. At the
operational level, the armed
forces and the security agen-
cies have been making ef-
forts to enhance readiness
and further build their oper-
ational capabilities to deal
with the threat.

What, in your view, could be
an effective regional
response to such a threat?

m With violent extremism,
and the consequent manifes-
tation of terrorism, plaguing
our region, there is a greater
need for regional coopera-
tion. This threat has a spill-
over effect, given the entan-
gled and symbolic nature of
the threat with other menac-
es, such as illicit trafficking,
gun-running, and other cri-
minal activities by non-state
actors.

Therefore, the demand
for regional collaboration is
even more pressing. At the
helm of such collaboration
should be intelligence and
information sharing, joint
response capacity building,
and, defence and security
assistance and support. In
light of the stark reality, we
must constitute robust me-
chanisms and regional in-
frastructure with haste to
counter the primary threat
of terrorism.




