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Trump orders tariff hike on
remaining Chinese imports

Beijing says talks will continue, but rules out concessions on ‘important principles’

ELSEWHERE

Ex-Afghan journalist
shot dead in Kabul

KABUL

Unidentified gunmen shot
and killed an adviser to the
country's Parliament in the
capital Kabul on Saturday, an
official said. Nasrat Rahimi, a
spokesman for the Interior
Ministry, said that Mena
Mangal, a cultural adviser
and former TV presenter, was
killed when she was on her
way to work around 7.30 a.m.
No one claimed responsibility
for the attack. ar

‘May will clarify plan for
resignation within days’
LONDON

British Prime Minister
Theresa May is expected to
set out her departure plans
within days, the leader of
backbench lawmakers in her
governing Conservative Party
said on Saturday. Graham
Brady said he expected Ms.
May to provide clarity on her
exit timetable at a meeting
with him on Wednesday. arp

Hong Kong Bill sparks
scuffles in Parliament
HONG KONG

Anger over Hong Kong's
controversial Bill to allow
extraditions to the Chinese
mainland boiled over in the
city's legislature on Saturday
as rival lawmakers, those
from the pro-democracy and
pro-Beijing camps, scuffled
with each other in chaotic
scenes. Arp

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump cranked up the heat
in a trade battle with China
on Friday, ordering a tariff
hike on almost all remaining
imports from the world’s se-
cond-biggest economy, but
Beijing said talks would con-
tinue to resolve the row.

After tweeting that two
days of trade talks in Wash-
ington had been “candid and
constructive”, Mr. Trump
changed tack and followed
through on a threat he had
been making for months.

“The President... ordered
us to begin the process of
raising tariffs on essentially
all remaining imports from
China, which are valued at
approximately $300 billion,”
U.S. Trade Representative
Robert Lighthizer said in a
statement.

The move came less than
24 hours after Washington
increased punitive duties on
$200 billion worth of Chi-
nese imports, raising them
to 25% from 10%, days after
the Trump administration
accused Beijing of reneging
on its commitments.

Details on the process for
public notice and comment
will be posted on Monday,
ahead of a final decision on
the new tariffs, Mr. Lighthiz-
er said. They were not ex-

Baloch separatists target
Gwadar hotel, kill guard

5-star hotel in Balochistan attacked

ASSOCIATED PRESS
QUETTA

Four insurgents armed with
rifles and grenades attacked
a luxury hotel in the south-
western coastal town of
Gwadar on Saturday, trig-
gering an hours-long shoot-
out in which one hotel
guard and all the attackers
were killed, officials said.

In a statement, the mili-
tary said troops quickly res-
ponded to the attack on the
Pearl Continental hotel and
that all the guests were evac-
uated. The hotel guard was
killed as the assailants
opened fire with small arms.

4 fighters involved
A Baloch separatist group,
the Baloch Liberation Army,
claimed responsibility, say-
ing its four fighters were in-
volved. In a statement, the
group released pictures of
the attackers, who authori-
ties say were killed in the en-
suing gun battle.

“All four of the terrorists

The Pearl Continental hotel
in Gwadar, Pakistan. =arp

have been killed,” said a se-
nior security official. The re-
gion has been the scene of a
low-level insurgency by sep-
aratists who demand a grea-
ter share of the province’s
natural gas and mineral re-
sources.

The attack came weeks
after Islamabad claimed that
a group of militants crossed
the border from neighbor-
ing Iran and killed 14 securi-
ty officials when they were
on their way to Gwadar in
buses. Pakistan at the time
blamed a Baloch separatist
group, Raji Aajoi Sangar, for
the killings.

Reduced majority

South Africa's ruling African National Congress (ANC) won the

national election* held on May 8 with 57.5% of the votes. This was
the first time since the end of apartheid that the party's vote share

fell in a national election below 60%
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Map shows the percentage
of votes won by ANC in each
province in the national
election. Western Cape,
where the ruling party this
time won 31.23% of the
votes, is the only province
where it has failed to win
a majority over
the years

*SEATS IN PARLIAMENT ARE ALLOCATED BASED ON VOTE SHARE AND THE PARTY WITH THE MOST REPRESENTATIVES SELECTS THE PRESIDENT
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The
turnout, at
65.99%, was

the lowest
since

Heating up: A worker assembling an air conditioner's case at
a Haier factory in China's Shandong in 2017. =ap

pected to go into effect for
several months.

China’s top trade negotia-
tor, Vice-Premier Liu He, had
warned earlier that Beijing
“must respond” to any U.S.
tariffs. The developments
came as two days of talks to
resolve the trade battle end-
ed on Friday with no deal,
but no immediate break-
down either, offering a glim-
mer of hope that Washing-
ton and Beijing could find a
way to avert damage to the
global economy.

“Over the course of the
past two days, the U.S. and
China have held candid and
constructive conversations
on the status of the trade re-
lationship between both
countries,” Mr. Trump
tweeted. “The relationship

Houthis begin
pullout from
Hodeidah

REUTERS
HODEIDAH

Yemen’s Houthi movement
on Saturday started with-
drawing forces from Saleef
port in Hodeidah under a
UN-sponsored deal that
had been stalled for
months, a witness said, re-
viving hopes for peace ef-
forts. The move is yet to be
verified by the UN and ac-
cepted by the Saudi-led
coalition.

UN teams were oversee-
ing the Houthi redeploy-
ment in Saleef, used for
grain, as other teams head-
ed to the second port of
Ras Isa, used for oil, to start
implementing the Houthi
withdrawal from there, ac-
cording to the witness.

The UN’s Redeployment
Coordination Committee
has said that the Houthis
would make an “initial un-
ilateral redeployment” bet-
ween May 11 and May 14
from Saleef, Ras Isa and Ye-

between President Xi (Jinp-
ing) and myself remains a ve-
ry strong one, and conversa-
tions into the future will
continue.”

The tariffs on China “may
or may not be removed de-
pending on what happens
with respect to future
negotiations!”

Three disagreements
Mr. Liu told reporters the
talks had been “productive”
and said the two sides would
meet again in Beijing at an
unspecified date, but he
warned that China would
make no concessions on
“important principles”.
“Negotiations have not
broken down, but rather on
the contrary, this is only a
normal twist in the negotia-

tions between the two coun-
tries, it is inevitable,” Mr. Liu
said.

Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin and Mr. Lighthizer
met for about two hours
with Mr. Liu on Friday and
then headed for the White
House to brief Mr. Trump,
who had said he was in no
hurry to reach a deal, argu-
ing the U.S. was negotiating
from a position of strength.

“We have a consensus in
lots of areas but to speak
frankly there are areas we
have differences on, and we
believe these concern big
principles,” Mr. Liu said.

Mr. Liu pointed to three
major areas of disagree-
ment: whether to cancel all
trade war tariffs when an
agreement is reached, the
exact size of Chinese pur-
chases of U.S. goods, and a
“balanced” agreement text.

“Any country needs its
own dignity, so the text must
be balanced,” Mr. Liu said.

Mr. Liu and his backer Mr.
Xi cannot be seen as giving
in too much with trade con-
cessions to the U.S. in fear of
triggering comparisons to
past “unequal treaties”
forced on China in the 19th
and 20th centuries. “Every
country has important prin-
ciples, and we will not make
concessions on matters of
principle,” Mr. Liu said.

Easter attacks bring Sri Lankas
Tamil leadership together

TNA, TPA say they will stand by ‘vulnerable’ Muslims

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Two prominent political
groups representing Sri Lan-
ka’s Tamil minority, in the
north-east and the hill coun-
try, have decided to work to-
gether in the wake of the
Easter terror attacks. The
decision was taken following
a meeting between leaders
of the Tamil National Al-
liance (TNA) and the Tamil
Progressive Alliance (TPA)

on Friday.
“Such times warrant such
collaboration,” said Mano

Ganesan, a Cabinet Minister
and leader of the TPA, an al-
liance of three parties repre-
senting Malayaha Tamils, liv-
ing mostly in the Central,
Uva and Southern Provinc-
es, and Colombo. Over
2,00,000 people of the near-
ly million-strong community
work in the island’s tea es-
tate, earning foreign ex-
change for the country.

“In addition to old con-
cerns and long-pending de-
mands of our communities,
a new challenge has
emerged in the country, fol-
lowing the IS-claimed bomb-
ing. Addressing this threat is
crucial, but Tamil concerns
cannot take a back seat,” he
told The Hindu on Saturday.

Three TPA MPs hold mi-
nisterial positions in the go-
vernment. The TNA, which
has 14 legislators, is in oppo-

Nasheed calls for screening of
preachers visiting Maldives

Island nation is on high alert since the Sri Lanka bombings

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO
Mohameed Nasheed, former
President of the Maldives,
has called for thorough
screening of Islamic priests
visiting the island nation.
“While we are not certain
if Zahran Hashim came to
the Maldives in 2016 as a
preacher, we should screen
well before allowing people
to come here posing as
sheikhs and preachers,” he
tweeted on Friday, referring
to the alleged mastermind of
the Sri Lanka Easter attacks.
Following the incident,
and subsequent reports of
the suspects” movement in
the region, security and in-
telligence agencies in the
neighbourhood have en-
hanced scrutiny of travell-
ers. Sri Lanka has expelled
around 200 clerics for over-
stating their visas. Clarifying
his tweet that was in Dhive-

men’s main port of hi, the language of Maldi-
Hodeidah. vians, Mr. Nasheed told The
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Hindu: “He [Zahran] might
have travelled under anoth-
er name, but the point is that
we should be mindful in al-
lowing preachers.”

Earlier, some reports indi-
cated to Hashim’s likely tra-
vel to the Maldives. Howev-
er, the Maldives Immigration
authorities refuted the
claim. An April 24 tweet
from their official handle
said: “Maldives Immigration
can confirm that, based on
our records, the Sri Lankan
national known as Moulvi
Zahran Hashim, involved in
the Easter Sunday terrorist
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attack in Sri Lanka. has not
travelled to Maldives in the
past five years or even
beyond that.”

The Maldives has re-
mained on high alert since
the terror attacks shook Sri
Lanka and is working on a
coordinated response me-
chanism, involving the mili-
tary and police, to face any
contingency. The National
Counter Terrorism Centre in
identified 69 individuals
who joined foreign wars.

In addition to developing
a rehabilitation programme
for radicalised individuals,
the government is closely
monitoring potential links
that radicalised individuals
might have with Islamist mil-
itant groups abroad, accord-
ing to Male-based official
sources. Security forces and
Immigration have height-
ened scrutiny, though auth-
orities have said no immi-
nent threat that has been
detected.

British-Indian
man stuck in
Sri Lanka

TNA lawmaker M.A.
Sumanthiran. =ap

sition. It has been the main
political alliance represent-
ing Tamils in the war-hit
north and east, demanding a
political solution.

Pushed to a corner
The coming together of the
two groups foretells a poten-
tial regrouping. Iconic hill
country leader Savumia-
moorthy Thondaman was
one of the founder-members
of the Tamil United Libera-
tion Front (TULF) that de-
manded a separate state for
Tamils in the 1970s. Howev-
er, in the past two decades,
the political leadership of
the two Tamil communities
have largely remained apart,
focussing on the specific de-
mands of their respective
constituencies.

M.A. Sumanthiran, TNA
spokesman and Jaffna dis-
trict parliamentarian, said

that the leaders of both al-
liances would continue to
stand by Muslims, who are
vulnerable after the attacks.
They would “not fall prey”
to attempts by some to drive
a wedge between Tamils and
Muslims, he added. “At the
same time, the TNA and the
TPA will look at ways of
bringing to the fore the con-
cerns of the Tamils that have
now been pushed to a cor-
ner,” he told The Hindu.

Pointing to heightened
searches and checks in the
north and east following the
attacks, Mr. Sumanthiran
said security forces ap-
peared to be “relishing” the
fact that they can “intimi-
date and harass Tamils in
the guise of enhanced secur-
ity”. “We are not suspects in
this instance.”

Concurring with him, Mr.
Ganesan said the emergency
regulations that came into
effect after the Easter bomb-
ings had given more clout to
the security apparatus. “I
have already conveyed to
President [Maithripala] Siri-
sena that the focus should be
on eradicating the new
threat brought by the IS. The
people in the north and the
east have no appetite for
another armed struggle or
for separatism. We shouldn’t
allow the security sector to
artificially create panic and
fear in those areas,” he said.

U.S. positions Patriot
missile off Iran

Missiles, B-52 bombers also arrive

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

The United States is deploy-
ing an amphibious assault
ship and a Patriot missile
battery to bolster an aircraft
carrier and B-52 bombers al-
ready sent to the Gulf, ratch-
eting up pressure on Satur-
day on arch-foe Iran.

In response to alleged
threats from Iran, the USS
Arlington, which transports
marines, amphibious vehi-
cles, conventional landing
craft and rotary aircraft, and
the Patriot air defence sys-
tem will join the Abraham
Lincoln carrier group, the
Pentagon announced on Fri-
day. The carrier and a B-52
bomber task force were or-
dered towards the Gulf, as
Washington reiterated that
intelligence reports suggest-
ed Iran was planning some
sort of attack in the region.

B-52 bombers arrive
CENTCOM, the U.S. forces
for West Asia and Afghanis-
tan, said Friday on Twitter
that the B-52 bombers ar-
rived at the area of opera-
tions on May 8, without say-
ing where they had landed.

The USS Arlington,
which has been sent
to the Gulf region. =arp

National Security Advisor
John Bolton has said that the
deployment aimed to send a
“clear and unmistakable”
message to Iran about any
attack against the U.S. or its
partners in the region.
Washington has not elabo-
rated on the alleged threat,
drawing criticism that it is
overreacting and unneces-
sarily driving up tensions in
the region.

There was no immediate
reaction from Tehran, but
earlier in the week it
shrugged off the carrier de-
ployment. “Bolton’s state-
ment is a clumsy use of an
out-of-date event for psych-
ological warfare,” Iran’s Su-
preme National Security
Council spokesman Keyvan
Khosravi said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON

British Indian Khilan Chan-
daria is stuck in Sri Lanka
after his wife died from a
mysterious illness when
they were on their
honeymoon.

Mr. Chandaria is being
barred by the Sri Lankan
authorities from leaving
the country until an inves-
tigation into the death of
his wife, Usheila Patel, is
concluded. Mr. Chandaria
has not been arrested or
charged in connection
with his wife’s death.

The couple got married
in London on April 19 and,
on reaching Sri Lanka for
honeymoon, stayed at a
five-star beach resort
called Amari in Galle. Both
fell ill and vomitted blood
after consuming some food
and drinks at the hotel.
They were rushed to a hos-
pital. Ms. Patel was pro-
nounced dead at a Galle
hospital on April 25.

“A post-mortem said she
died from dehydration, ob-
viously from vomiting,”
said Mr. Chandaria, who
had also noticed a weird
“smell” in their hotel room
before the suspected food
poisoning.
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