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In 2011, just after getting another
five-year term as chairman of ITC,
Yogesh Chandra Deveshwar

(excluding cigarettes) elaborated his
broad vision for the tobacco-to-Fast
Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG)
company in a free-wheeling interview
with Business Standard. One, he want-
ed ITC to become the country’s largest
FMCG company (excluding cigarettes)
overtaking its key rivals like
Hindustan Unilever and Nestle in the
next 10 to 15 years. Two, he
envisioned that half of the
group’s profits would come
from non-tobacco business
within the same time peri-
od. Three, he was open to
spinning off the FMCG
business into a separate
company maybe when it
has revenues over ~15,000
crore. A few years later, he
added a fourth target:
Revenues of ~1 trillion for the FMCG
business by 2030.

These ambitious plans will now be
the responsibility of Sanjiv Puri who
last week was appointed chairman, a
man whom Deveshwar, who died ear-
lier this month, had handpicked for
the job. To say that achieving the tar-
gets his mentor set will be challenging
would be an understatement.

To take the ~49,000 crore ITC to the
top slot in the highly competitive
FMCG business will require some
aggression. Hindustan Lever’s rev-
enues continues to be over three times
those of ITC’s FMCG (non-cigarette)
revenues, and the gap is not really get-
ting smaller. In FY2019, the gap

between ITC’s non-cigarette FMCG
revenues and Hindustan Lever’s sales
was over ~25,000 crore, compared
with ~21,000 crore in FY2015.

Indeed, Deveshwar’s ambition to
garner a larger share of profit from
ITC’s non-tobacco business still looks
a tall ask. In FY19. tobacco accounted
for around 80 per cent of ITC’s profit
before tax (PBT), even though the bulk
of the capital outlay was invested in
the non-tobacco businesses. FMCG’s
contribution is a mere 1.7 per cent to
PBT. To be fair, Deveshwar had suc-
ceeded in garnering sufficient vol-

umes from the FMCG busi-
ness; it accounts for 25 per
cent of company’s gross
revenues from sales. It also
has been in the black for
the past six years.

But Deveshwar’s rev-
enue target for 2030 for
FMCG simply means that
this business has to grow
over eightfold in the next
11 years to reach that magic

number. To offer an idea of the chal-
lenge: in FY2019, Deveshwar’s last full
year as chairman, ITC’s non-cigarette
FMCG revenues grew only 10 per cent.  

Puri is well placed to understand
the multiple challenges involved in
ITC’s transformation, having worked
through various divisions from tobac-
co to consumer goods. Old ITC hands
also say he’ll likely have an easier time
organisationally. Thanks to the man-
agement changes, which saw many
senior and older executives leave or
retire, Deveshwar has ensured that
Puri has a free hand in running the
show. “That is very different from
when Deveshwar was appointed as
chairman, which saw the old guard

and contenders challenge him and
split the board. He has ensured that
his successor does not have to face the
same challenge,” says a former top
executive of ITC who worked closely
with Deveshwar.

But Puri’s challenge is no longer
just to ensure that the share of non-
tobacco revenues grows year on year.
He has to go to the next stage to ensure
that the share of ITC’s profits from the
non-tobacco business grows exponen-
tially to meet Deveshwar’s target —
from FMCG, hotels, paper boards, agri
business amongst others.

The cornerstone of that strategy
has to be the FMCG business where
there is huge potential for volume
expansion in new categories, deepen-
ing of distribution, as well as increas-
ing the brand portfolio. That is why
Puri is pushing the FMCG business
into dairy, coffee, frozen and fresh veg-
etables as well as chocolates. But
crowding the shop shelves is one
thing; catching the consumer’s atten-
tion is another. As an analyst pointed
out, “In tobacco, ITC dominated the
market and there was hardly any cred-
ible challenger. Those who came either

failed to enter or closed operations
(Japan Tobacco, Rothmans and so on)
or made no dent due to regulatory and
foreign direct investment restrictions
and the ban on manufacturing.”

FMCG, however, is another ball-
game. ITC does not enjoy protection
from competition here, and faces not
just global giants but even domestic
biggies like Patanjali and Dabur.
“Each segment of the FMCG market
has entrenched players where ITC is
just a new challenger — for instance,
in juices it faces PepsiCo as well as
Dabur,” an analyst who has tracked
the FMCG space points out.    

Still, concentrating on the non-
tobacco business is imperative for
ITC’s long-term survival: Cigarette
sales are slowing, margins are being
squeezed with the government
increasing duties by over 200 per cent
and the anti-tobacco lobby is pushing
in for more restrictions.

That is yet another area that Puri
has to handle: Managing the environ-
ment, whether it is with the govern-
ment, which has relentlessly
increased duties or when it periodi-
cally reviews FDI policy in tobacco.

He also has to engage with tobacco
farmers in Andhra and Karnataka
always looking for better price or take
a stand against anti-tobacco lobbies,
such as those that recently went to
court challenging Life Insurance
Corporation’s equity in tobacco com-
panies. It’s an area that Deveshwar
and his small team handled effective-
ly, with his frequent and long visits in
Delhi and continuous engagement
with key stakeholders as well as polit-
ical networking.

Puri also has to manage a some-
what contentious relationship that the
top management has historically had
with its largest single shareholder,
BAT, with 29.5 per cent equity. In
Deveshwar’s time, the UK tobacco
giant had clashed with the Indian
management over its plans to up its
stake in the company.

This time round, BAT has endorsed
Puri’s elevation and said it does not
want to increase its shareholding. But
only last year it defeated a special res-
olution for the issuance of stock
options to ITC employees saying it
would dilute their shareholding. And
with on-again, off-again news that
SUUTI (Specified Undertaking Of The
Unit Trust Of India, an administrator
for a rump government-owned mutu-
al fund), which holds 7.96 stake in ITC
wanting to sell it off, Puri has to keep
a close watch on how existing share-
holders respond to such a sale. “Puri
has to keep BAT at bay even while
engaging with them and getting their
support for entering non-tobacco
areas,” an old ITC hand said.

In other words, he’ll have to walk
the tightrope even as he focuses on
turning Deveshwar’s grand plan into
a reality. 
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When we were growing up in
the late 70s and early 80s, it
was common for many girls

to study in what we then called con-
vents. The Convent of Jesus and Mary
(CJM), Loreto Convent (LC) and Carmel
Convent were three well-known and
respected institutions in Delhi. Boys
were often sent to St. Columba’s, St.
Xavier’s and Mount St Mary’s. Mumbai

too had its own counterparts —
Cathedral & John Connon, Queen
Mary, Campion, branches of CJM and
Loreto and Don Bosco to name a few.

But no matter which school you
attended, St Stephen’s College in Delhi
and Xavier’s College in Mumbai were
quite the place to be. By and large, both
institutions were the first choice for any
student who finished their board exam-
inations and were headed to college. 

But close to 30 years later, I find
things have changed rather dramati-
cally. Hardly anyone I know aspires to
send their children to any of the
schools I mention above. How many
of you know children currently study-
ing in St. Columba’s or Loreto Convent
in Delhi? CJM? Be it Delhi or Mumbai,
the old names have been relegated to
the backbenches. 

In a certain set, the only names one
hears of today are Sanskriti, Vasant
Valley, The Shri Ram School, The
British School and even The American
Embassy School. These are considered

“the” places to be. Those who fail to
make it to what is considered the A list
go to Modern School (slipped down
from being in the A list back then), DPS
and Step by Step, to name a few.

In Mumbai, where fewer new
schools have been added, Bombay
Scottish, Bombay International and
Cathedral still figure quite high in the
list. A new aspirational addition has
been Dhirubhai Ambani International
School but many more wealthy Indian
parents send their wards to the
American, German and French schools
in the city and even overseas to United
World College, Singapore.

The college scenario too has
changed drastically. Almost anyone
who can comfortably afford it heads
out of the country after school, mainly
to the US to pursue an undergraduate
usually funded by parents. This holds
true for both science and engineering
fields and for the humanities. 

But even those who stay back seem
less and less enamoured with St

Stephen’s and St Xavier’s. Why has this
happened? What has led to the decline
of these Christian institutions — be it
at the school or college level — that were
once considered absolutely the best. I
asked a few alumni and some academi-
cians and here’s what they had to say. 

One, they all argue that these insti-
tutions have simply refused to change
with the times. For instance, I was hor-
rified to learn that St Stephen’s has
failed to add any kind of liberal arts pro-
gramme to its offerings. This at a time
when several new private options like
Symbiosis and Flame in Pune and
Ashoka in Sonepat, offering a credible
liberal arts degree, have sprung up.
Why wouldn’t a St. Stephen’s manage
to introduce a similar course and do a
better job of it than the newbies?

In times as politically charged as
today, I learnt to my surprise that St
Stephen’s doesn’t even offer a degree in
political science. In fact, the courses on
offer were pretty much what they were
30 years ago when we went to college.

A former Xavier’s student told me
that he recently visited the college to
speak at a function and was amazed to
find how little had changed. To repeat
his words: “Everything seemed at a
stand-still and set in stone”. While
there’s something to be said for consis-
tency, it’s alarming if an educational

institution appears to be unchanged for
three decades. Almost all the alumni
were of the view that these institutions
have failed to invest in their faculty.

The same holds for the schools. The
philosophy, content, delivery and ethos
in these convent schools has remained
stubbornly unchanged. Coupled with
this is the fact that many parents no
longer see any advantages in keeping
the two sexes apart: When the world
comprises both men and women,
learning to deal with them from the
word go makes more sense than them
being suddenly thrust in your face.

A more worrying factor has been the
decline of these Christian institutions
that has set in primarily after they
reserved a large percentage of their
seats for their own community. This
has ensured that many students who
fail to make it on merit get admission,
resulting in both a drop in the quality
of minds that are entering and subse-
quently leaving the institution and a
reduction in diversity. 

None of these moves bode well for
the institutions. Reserving seats,
refusal to let go of traditions and teach-
ing styles that have long outlived their
utility and a failure to change with the
times are ensuring that these institu-
tions lose their edge. It’s a heavy price
to pay.  

Don’t be a dinosaur!
Failure to change with the times is making some of the best
educational institutions of yesteryear lose their sheen

Too much confusion
The announcement of the exit poll results
has landed the regional satraps — at least
in the south — in a state of disarray. With
hardly two days to go before the results of
the Lok Sabha election are announced,
there is much confusion about a possible
meeting of the Congress-allied regional
parties with the party high command in
Delhi on May 23. While Tamil Nadu Congress
chief K S Alagiri said leaders of the regional
major Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
would participate in the meeting on May
23, DMK President M K Stalin told party
colleagues there was no such meeting on
the cards that day. Later, Alagiri told
journalists since he wasn't participating in
the proposed meeting he wouldn't know
when it had been scheduled.

Enough clarification

A day after nearly all exit polls
predicted a comfortable majority for
the Bharatiya Janata Party-led (BJP-
led) National Democratic Alliance in the
Lok Sabha polls, Union minister and
senior BJP leader Nitin Gadkari
(pictured) launched the poster of PM
Narendra Modi, a biopic on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in Nagpur.
Gadkari, who contested from the
Nagpur Lok Sabha seat, said the exit
polls were not the "final decision" but
indicated that the BJP would once
again come to power. Asked if his
name was also being considered for
the PM's post, Gadkari said, "I have
clarified this around 50 times. We
fought the elections under the
leadership of Modiji and he will
certainly become the prime minister
again. The people of the country are
once again supporting the BJP,  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the work
done by us in the last five years. And
the exit polls are an indication," he
said. The makers of the biopic,
announced earlier this month, said the
film would be released countrywide on
May 24, a day after the results of the
general elections polls are declared.

The most aware state
Madhya Pradesh has emerged as the
"most aware state" with the largest
increase in the proportion of votes polled
in the just concluded Lok Sabha election.
The state recorded a 10 percentage point
increase in the votes polled compared to
the 2014 election. According to the Chief
Electoral Officer of the state, V L Kantarao,
in 2014, Madhya Pradesh recorded 61 per
cent voting but in 2019, it crossed 71 per
cent. Andhra Pradesh recorded an 8.78
percentage point increase in voting and
is in second position. Polling for the
general elections concluded on Sunday.
In the last phase Madhya Pradesh
recorded more than 75 per cent voting.

Introspect, don’t accuse

The much-coveted exit polls predict the
return of the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA). It is understandable
that the parties which find the predic-
tions disappointing remain sceptical
about the exit poll predictions. Such
parties dismiss the predictions and
term the predictions as something
which “isn’t exact poll”. They would
like to be optimistic till the official
announcement of results. Most of the
time exit polls have predicted accurate-
ly which way the wind was blowing
even if it hasn’t been on point when it
came to predicting the exact number
of seats won by the parties. There are a
few isolated cases where exit polls have
gone wrong. If these predictions come
true, Narendra Modi will be the prime
minister for a second term and all the
parties that lose the electoral battle will
indulge in a drama where they grudg-
ingly concede the defeat first and then
pretend to introspect about the results
of the defeat. After doing all this, they
will start accusing the victorious party
of hacking the EVMs and of indulging
in electoral malpractices with money
and muscle power.  

According to exit poll trends, N
Chandrababu Naidu is on his way out,
losing ground to Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy of the Yuvajana Shramika
Raithu Congress (YSRC). Naidu

deserves defeat. Naidu joined NDA and
left it in 2018 when Modi did not con-
sider his plea for special status to his
state. Now the Andhra Pradesh chief
minister has warmed up with the par-
ties which he had opposed during his
stay in NDA. This only makes him an
opportunistic politician who is ideolog-
ically bankrupt and people alone can
teach a lesson to such politicians.  

K V Seetharamaihah Hassan

Proceed with caution
Whether it’s about television rating
points (TRP) or the love for PM
Narendra Modi is the matter of debate
but the news channels started declaring
the exit poll results within seconds of
the last votes polled (6.30pm). The six
main pollsters showed that for the sec-
ond time, Modi’s National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) will rule, winning any-
where between 287 and 336 seats.
What’s funny is that the final tally each
survey predicted was varied but were
uniformly well above the 272 seats
needed to form a government. As if to
provide some relief to the Opposition,
two surveys showed the NDA falling
short — by between five and 30 seats.
Surprisingly, Vice-President M.
Venkaiah Naidu has mocked the exit
polls, saying “exit polls do not mean
exact polls. We have to understand that.
Since 1999, most of the exit polls have
gone wrong”. 

I agree with Naidu and want to men-

tion here that exit polls after the 2004
Lok Sabha polls had given 68 more seats
to the NDA than it got. But after the
results, we had the Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) ruling India
for the next 10 years. It has also been
observed that when forecasters made
mistakes in a few states but got the big-
ger picture right, the error in one state
was cancelled out by the error in anoth-
er; if the NDA or the UPA did not rise to
the expectations in one state, it excelled
in another. Hence there is nothing
wrong with Naidu devaluing exit polls.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad

Checks and balances
It’s good that this impatient nation gets
a few days to ponder over the ethos,
evolution and the economy of the peri-
od that we are passing through now.
Nationalism cannot be reduced to gross
majoritarianism. Likewise, politics does
have its genesis in confrontation but
the reverse would be the very antithesis
of socio-political evolution .The “us ver-
sus them” needs to yield to the notion
of “we and the problem”. 

R Narayanan  Navi Mumbai
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Early in his tenure as Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi had
called the Mahatma Gandhi

National Rural Employment Guarantee
scheme as a living monument of the fail-
ure of the country’s effort to tackle
poverty. The heavy sarcasm was, of
course, directed at the Congress. By the
end of his tenure, the Modi government
had progressively increased the alloca-
tions for MGNREGA and to top it, also
announced the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi Yojana (PM-KSNY) to
transfer ~6,000 per year unilaterally into
the accounts of farmers.

This is perhaps, the most eloquent
evidence of an admittance of the failure
of the Modi government to raise the well-
being of rural folk. If MGNREGA was a
monument of failure, what is the PM-
KSNY on top of a bloated MGNREGA if
not band-aid over a festering wound?

NYAY by the Congress raises the bar
of support to ~6,000 per month. And
there is a growing argument that the
MGNREGA should be extended to
urban regions.

One suggestion is that employment
may be guaranteed and that it may be
guaranteed at living wages, not just min-
imum wages. This is possibly a better
means of achieving the minimum

income guarantee that what NYAY
seems to suggest.

A mere transfer, that NYAY seems to
suggest, would be a bad idea. If the
source of household incomes is largely
benevolent transfers from government,
who will be willing to work? Wouldn’t it
get a lot more difficult to raise the labour
force participation rate if households
have fewer reasons to look for jobs?
India’s labour force participation rate is
among the lowest in the world.

Political parties are competing to pro-
vide direct transfers to households
because they have failed to address the
problem of lack of quality jobs. But, com-
petitive unilateral transfers to house-
holds is a race to the bottom.

A far more promising and sustain-
able way of providing quality jobs that
may be expected to pay living wages is
to spur investments by the private cor-
porate sector.

The Indian private corporate sector
has stopped, for all practical purposes,
creating new fixed assets. Growth in net
fixed assets was at its lowest in 2017-18
and there is no reason to believe that the
situation could have improved during
2018-19.

Net fixed assets of the private corpo-
rate sector grew by 6.5 per cent in 2017-
18 and before that, at 7.2 per cent in 2016-
17. These are the two lowest annual
growth rates of net fixed assets in the pri-
vate sector in the past 14 years. Growth
in plant and machinery assets was even
lower at 7.1 per cent and 5.7 per cent in
2016-17 and 2017-18, respectively.

Let’s place these statistics in some
perspective. During the first four years
of the Modi government, the average
annual growth of plant and machinery
of the private sector was 9.2 per cent.
In UPA II, it was 13 per cent and in UPA
I, it was 19.5 per cent.

The impact of the sharp fall in invest-
ments on employment by the private
corporate sector is direct. The growth in
compensation to employees fell from 23
per cent per annum during UPA I to 18.8
per cent per annum in UPA II to 11.4 per
cent per annum during the Modi gov-
ernment. The growth in employment in
the private corporate sector was worse.
This grew at 10.5 per cent per annum
during UPA I. It then dropped to 6.5 per
cent per annum during UPA II and fur-
ther to a mere 1.3 per cent per annum
during the Modi regime.

The Indian private sector is the best
provider of quality jobs. And to ensure
that the private sector does continue to
provide quality jobs, it may be a good
idea to review the impact of increased
contractualisation on quality jobs by the
corporate sector.

It is likely that contractualisation has
not helped much in growing employ-
ment in the private corporate sector. But,
even if it has helped a little or substan-
tially, it may not be a good idea.
Contractual jobs are not good quality
jobs like regular corporate jobs. If the pri-
vate corporate sector does not provide
quality jobs then there would be no qual-
ity jobs in India. The government is out-
sourcing jobs and the private sector is
contracting out jobs. If this continues,
India may be turned into the sweat shop
of the world. This is not the future that
we may aspire to.

If labour has to be motivated to gain
education and skills, then it needs assur-
ance that the end outcome would be
quality jobs.

Employment guarantee and income
transfer schemes could be a short-term
palliative to extreme distress but these are
not a solution to the need for quality jobs.

The author is the MD & CEO of CMIE

Palliatives are no solutions

MAHESH VYAS

ON THE JOB

ITC’s post-Deveshwar challenges
Why Sanjiv Puri will have his work cut out achieving his late mentor’s long-term goals

OUT OF THE BLUE
ANJULI BHARGAVA

CRUISING ALONG Gross revenue from sale

Cigarettes Other-FMCG Hotels Agri business Paperboards,
paper & packaging

The key segmental revenues, does not include some others. Other FMCG include packaged foods, dairy and beverages,
apparel, education and stationery products, personal care, safety matches and agarbattis. Source: Company
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T
he stock markets responded positively to predictions in the exit polls
that the incumbent National Democratic Alliance government would
easily win re-election. Over the course of trading on Monday, market
indices hit new all-time highs and posted their biggest one-day gains

in 10 years. The rupee appreciated by 49 paise, the biggest single-day gain in
two months, to close at 69.74 against the US dollar. Some exuberance at the
prospect of a stable government is understandable. However, it is relevant to
ask whether an over-reaction to opinion polls — or even to the final results on
May 23 — is a product purely of sentiment or a rational response to the under-
lying fundamentals. Naturally, markets will react to any new information, such
as was delivered by the exit polls. But the possibility of some volatility following
the actual results should not be discounted. The markets have already rallied
considerably, so investors will know there is scope for a correction. 

The fundamentals deserve some attention. Emerging market shares
have suffered as a result of renewed trade tension between the United States
and China. Corporate India is still in the midst of its quarterly results season
for the March quarter, but in spite of mixed results, analysts have pointed
towards a trend of constrained demand. Analysts have reported a major shift
in tone for the worse on the short-term demand narrative of companies
reporting. Emerging from this situation will not be easy. Another brokerage
firm reported that 60 per cent of the firms that it covered had reported low-
er-than-expected earnings. A demand slowdown in the automobile sector
has received particular attention; and IT companies continue to struggle
with their margins. It is not easy to identify the next big sources of earnings
growth. Given that, and given also that the indices are already close to record
levels, a certain degree of caution till the political and policy environment
stabilises after the election seems warranted. 

The question that will be asked on May 23 and after is: What the next gov-
ernment can and will do to support growth and earnings? If the markets are
rising on hope, the new government has to deliver to keep that hope going.
Once the noise around election results die down, the new government’s policy
and reform agenda to stimulate demand, boost consumption, revive capex and
revive economic growth will thus be closely watched. The experience after the
NDA government’s assumption of power in 2014 was that there were no imme-
diate big-bang reforms implemented. It is not likely that the first weeks and
months would be any different this time even if the government were re-elected
as the exit polls suggest. It will take some time to identify the policy priorities
of the government, and even longer for those priorities to translate into action
on the ground. Thus, any positive policy shock will take time to show up in the
fundamentals. Till then, regardless of political volatility, the underlying trends
of the market may well continue to be determined by broader, and global,
factors. The trade and tariff war between the US and China, the developments
in the Gulf and the prospects of a slowdown in the global economy are really as
positive for the markets as the news from the exit polls. 

W
hatever the final results for the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, it is fair
to say that the Election Commission (EC) has emerged from the
36-day exercise with a marked diminution of its prestige. Having
been prodded to consider complaints against gross transgressions

by both ruling party and Opposition candidates in one of the least edifying cam-
paigns on record, it now presents the spectacle of internal discord. One of the
election commissioners, Ashok Lavasa, has recused himself from attending the
EC meetings to discuss violations of the Model Code of Conduct, saying his
minority dissenting view had gone unrecorded. Mr Lavasa has been at the centre
of a controversy, having opposed five clearances that the EC gave to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and party president Amit Shah for making obvious ref-
erences to religion in the course of their campaigns and invoking the Balakot
strikes. Under EC rules, majority decisions prevail and the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) has argued that minority decisions do not get recorded
because code violations are not quasi-judicial decisions. 

This view may hew to the letter of the EC’s mandate but not to its spirit. It is
an open question, for instance, whether it should have approved the use of gov-
ernment resources to televise the prime minister’s visit to Kedarnath at a time
when all campaigning had mandatorily ended; this would not have been an
issue had the visit occurred during campaigning. It is also worth wondering
why it allowed both Mr Modi and Mamata Banerjee a whole day to campaign in
Bengal before it shortened the campaigning period over some reprehensible
poll violence the day before.

Given the fierce whataboutery that dominates the public debate in recent
years, it is fair to say that previous ECs have not exactly covered themselves
in glory either, nor have political establishments in dealing with them. There
is the 2009 example of CEC N Gopalaswami recommending the removal of
his colleague Navin Chawla for political partisanship (Mr Chawla was con-
sidered close to the Congress party). In 2002, Mr Modi, then chief minister of
Gujarat, had suggested that then CEC J M Lyngdoh had turned down his
request to call early Assembly elections after communal riots in the state
because he was Christian. The introduction of the three-member committee
in 1989 was the result of the display of some unwarranted independence by
then EC R V S Peri Sastri, who is credited with introducing some wide-ranging
electoral reforms in his time. This was struck down by the Supreme Court
only to be revived in 1993 to rein in T N Seshan, who displayed an inconvenient
predilection for independent action that discomfited politicians of all hues.
Both Peri Sastri and Mr Seshan set new standards of objectivity for the EC —
till then a somewhat pliant institution — that earned it considerable public
respect for institutional impartiality. This hard-won reputation has been
whittled away since the 2000s. At least part of the weakness lies in the fact
that EC appointments are in the hands of the executive that the EC has to
govern. In that sense, Mr Lavasa has shown courage in speaking truth to
power. It’s a pity the EC has chosen to ignore his well-considered view.
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In India, over the past few years, we have seen an
intense balance sheet deleveraging among large
corporate houses. The infamous Credit Suisse

“House of Debt” reports had chronicled how several
large Indian companies had unsustainable capital
structures, with no free cash flow, and a desperate
need to deleverage. Their debt burden had to come
down. This deleveraging has taken place over the past
six to seven years, through asset
sales, bank write-offs and in certain
cases change in control. Both the
banking system (with the non-per-
forming assets peaking at near 15 per
cent) and the economy have borne
the pain of this debt workout. Just
when we thought we were coming
near the end of this deleveraging
cycle, and could look forward to a
pickup in private sector investment,
we are now faced once again with
excess leverage.

This excess leverage and balance
sheet deleveraging will now be at the
promoter level, at their personal balance sheet. This
is where there is intense stress today, stress which
can damage the credit markets and once again short
circuit any potential recovery in private sector invest-
ments. All balance sheet deleveraging cycles involve
debt pay-downs, which reduce investments and
inevitably slow down the economy. If you are scram-
bling to deliver free cash flow, you will cut investments
to the bone.

Post the IL&FS default in September, we have seen
intense pressure on all except a handful of Non-bank-

ing Financial Companies (NBFCs). They have had
their access to long-term funds constrained and costs
of funding have risen 100-200 basis points. Many
NBFCs have had simply no choice but to sell down
assets to meet debt maturities. Most have limited abil-
ity to lend as they are unable to raise fresh funding.
These same NBFCs were major players in promoter
funding and structured credit. With their inability to

lend, they are no longer willing to
role over maturing promoter funding
structures, forcing promoters to
scramble to raise the cash needed to
pay off their liabilities. This has come
as a shock to promoters used to
rolling over their liabilities.

A second source of promoter
funding has been the debt mutual
funds. Through various structures,
we have seen funds subscribe to the
debt of many promoter holding com-
pany entities, collaterised against
listed company shares of the pro-
moter. Market scuttlebutt has it that

such funding is more ~1 trillion. This is spooking the
markets, as we do not know exactly where this pro-
moter funding is sitting. We also do not know whether
it is being marked-to-market accurately. Debt funds
have had to take a markdown for their exposure to
IL&FS paper, and it seems possible that more such
markdowns may happen as more promoter funding
structures come to light.

Most investors did not seem to realise the risks
being taken by some funds on their behalf.
Consequent to this realisation many debt funds are

now facing redemption pressures. The regulator also
seems to be taking a dim view of this type of lending.
It is fair to say that going forward, debt funds will pull
back their exposure to such promoter funding struc-
tures. There is no question of these structures being
rolled over. Once again the promoters are being asked
to repay maturing structures, there is no rollover. 

The third source of funding for promoters was the
structured credit book of private corporate banks.
These banks are under intense pressure from investors
to curtail such types of risk exposures. It is unlikely
that this source of funding will continue to be extend-
ed. The biggest player in this space has serious capital
and management challenges. It also seems deter-
mined to undergo a business model change, and de-
risk its lending book. 

There is therefore a severe liquidity shock for pro-
moter balance sheets. Most business families are
scrambling to cut their promoter funding exposures
given the lack of alternative funding sources.

This promoter balance sheet deleveraging has
many unintended consequences. 

First of all, in certain cases, markets have ham-
mered the stocks of the companies whose shares have
been pledged. In many cases, wherever we see large
pledged share exposures, the stocks have been ham-
mered so as to trigger a default event, and create
forced selling of the shares pledged as security for
the loan. Companies which have no underlying oper-
ating issues, have seen their shares fall by 50-60 per
cent because of these pledges. 

Secondly, we have seen attempts by promoter fam-
ilies to sell large blocks of stocks to raise the cash to
reduce their personal debt. These block sales will be
much more common and may put pressure on stocks.

Thirdly, this scramble to reduce personal leverage
has also driven most promoters to attempt to sell
assets. In most cases all this leverage was taken to
build infrastructure businesses or assets in their per-
sonal capacity. Once again, we have a buyer’s market
for assets, as numerous infrastructure and real estate
assets are put up for sale by various promoter families.
Given the amount of wealth destruction seen in infras-
tructure, it is amazing to me that anyone actually
expects the private sector to invest again in greenfield
assets in this space. 

With this new balance sheet deleveraging cycle,
just like the one we have just gone through, it will take
time to repair balance sheets, and rebuild risk appetite.
It will take time for the financial intermediaries to get
comfortable. For the majority of Indian promoters,
there is no chance they will invest in a hurry. 

We are unfortunately back to where we were seven
years ago. The government will have to drive and
front-load investments in the economy, and the finan-
cial intermediaries in the system will take time to
regain confidence. One can only hope that this work-
out gets completed faster. We cannot afford another
seven years of single digit earnings growth. The pri-
vate sector has to rebound faster than the first bal-
ance sheet deleveraging cycle. 

The writer is with Amansa Capital

A second balance
sheet deleveraging
This time round, it is the promoters who are grappling with
intense liquidity shock 

Public interest in renewable energy in India has
picked up only in recent years. But the silhou-
ettes of windmills on the horizon are no novelty

to the country, having been around for more than two
decades. With an installed capacity of 35.6 gigawatts
(GW) and a total potential for over 300 GW at conser-
vative estimates, onshore wind in India can accelerate
the country’s clean energy ambitions. 

However, wind speeds have been slowing in the
sector, causing much angst for developers and man-
ufacturers. New capacity addition was less than 2 GW
for the last two years. Despite a pro-
ject pipeline of over 10 GW, the trend
in low annual capacity addition is
expected to continue this year. Wind
turbine manufactures are operating
at unsustainable capacity utilisation
rates of less than 20 per cent.
According to the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water (CEEW),
workforce needs in wind project
implementation dropped to 1,140 in
2018, 73 per cent lower than in 2016.
How can we save our homegrown
wind industry before it is too late? 

The first signs of trouble
appeared soon after the sector shifted
to reverse auctions, from the 15-year-old feed-in-tariff
(FiT) regime. With an aggressive bid within the first
year, the sector achieved the lowest tariff discovered
for renewable power in the country, ~2.43/kWh (in
December 2017). After the auction, developers started
scrambling to procure land and secure connectivity
to evacuation infrastructure. Wind power relies on
geographically concentrated resources where getting
contiguous land can be arduous. More than 60 per
cent of the capacity auctioned in 2017 has not yet been
commissioned and is behind schedule owing to land
and connectivity issues. 

While these challenges seem common to both
wind and solar photovoltaic, there are two reasons
why the wind sector needs some urgent attention.
One, even though there are seven wind-rich states,
only two of them have sites with mean wind speeds
high enough to provide the expected low tariffs

(<~2.85/kWh), causing stress on existing land and
evacuation facilities. Two, unlike solar PV, the wind
sector has a globally competitive domestic supply
chain in India. Low annual capacity additions are
gravely impacting small domestic turbine and parts
manufacturers, while bigger (mostly international)
players can survive the turbulence. 

How do we solve these issues? Policymakers must
choose between two approaches: To distribute the
capacity or distribute the energy generated. 

Distributing capacity means tapping into wind
resources available in medium-to-
low wind power density (WPD)
regions. While Tamil Nadu and
Gujarat have the highest wind
speeds and account for 39 per cent
of the total wind potential in India,
(according to the National Institute
of Wind Energy), there is an aggre-
gate potential of 184 GW in other
medium-to-low WPD regions.
Commissioning wind farms in these
states could reduce stress on land
and evacuation facilities, potentially
reduce the investment required for
inter-state transmission infrastruc-

ture, and reduce the overall cost of
integrating wind power into the grid. 

However, lower wind speeds would mean higher
levelised cost of electricity. CEEW analysis indicates
a 6 to 36 per cent increase from current ceiling tariffs
but comparable with the national average power pur-
chase cost for conventional generation. In order to
optimise energy production from low-WPD sites,
there is need for policy support to give incentives to
develop advanced turbine technologies, which could
tap low wind speeds.  

For the second approach — distributing the energy
generated — to work, effective mechanisms are nec-
essary to transfer power from point of generation to
the nearest transmission network and to the periphery
of offtakers’ networks. The Renewable Purchase
Obligation (RPO) mechanism is meant to facilitate
the inter-state transfer of power. But compliance of
distribution companies with RPOs is staggeringly low.

Stricter compliance would go a long way to facilitate
inter-state power exchange. Strengthening existing
market mechanisms, such as power trading and open
access, with regulatory and technological means
would be another option. Agile power procurement
planning by distribution companies, effective open
access regulation across states, and developing
advanced electricity market are among the measures
that could move the needle. 

Additionally, inter-state and intra-state transmis-
sion networks need rapid expansion to keep pace
with renewable energy deployment to pre-empt a
real technical constraint in power transmission across
the country. Large injections of variable renewable
energy within a regional network would also need
additional investments in grid balancing technologies. 

Regardless of the approach chosen, India has to
rethink the way reverse auctions are conducted. In
their current form, reverse auctions will not encourage
exploration of low-WPD sites. Nor would they ensure
smooth commissioning of plants in high-WPD areas.
Site-specific auctions with a ceiling tariff estimated
for the chosen geography could support optimum
wind farm designs — and more realistic tariffs. The
procedure for Long-Term Open Access of the trans-
mission network and substation connectivity also
needs to be streamlined with the auction process.
This would ensure that the timelines for plant com-
missioning and network expansion are in sync. This
reformed approach would facilitate more capacity
being commissioned annually, giving the industry a
more stable growth path. 

India may or may not meet the wind energy target
of 60 GW by 2022. But obsession with targets and
lowest tariffs, alone, is a bit like tilting at the windmills.
Saving wind energy from the doldrums would need
accurate assessment of the costs (of generation and
transmission), streamlining the auction process (to
give incentives for innovation), and far better enforce-
ment of regulations.  

Ghosh is CEO and Saji is Research Analyst, Council on Energy,
Environment and Water (http://ceew.in). Follow
@GhoshArunabha @CEEWIndia 

Anti-business feelings in America
now run so strong that even some
leading bankers and hedge-fund

bosses want capitalism reformed.
Socialism (of some kind) is espoused by a
growing number of Democratic politi-
cians. A Harvard University study found
51 per cent of 18- to 29-year-old Americans
do not support capitalism. The business
bashing is not solely from the political left;
Donald Trump has tweet-attacked plenty
of companies for offending his populist
instincts. Voices demanding higher taxes
and tougher regulations grow louder.
Echoing the vigorous trust busting of the

Progressive era, there are calls to break up
Facebook and Google, the increasingly dom-
inant tech platforms, while the titans of
Silicon Valley are rebranded as 21st-century
robber barons.

Amid so much criticism, who would
dare dispute that there is something rotten
about the state of corporate America today?
Enter Tyler Cowen, an economics professor
who has written a determinedly positive
book about business. Mr Cowen did not
become one of the world’s most-read blog-
gers on economics without understanding
the value of a well-timed contrarian blast.
He showed this to great effect in 2011 in a
best-selling e-book, The Great Stagnation,
arguing that the rate of increase in median
income had slowed since the early 1970s
as a direct consequence of a falling rate of
innovation in the American economy,
which was thus likely to continue to strug-
gle to grow for the foreseeable future. Now
he is back “to speak up for business, to per-
suade you that it deserves more of your
love and less hate.”

If you are hoping for a billet-doux to set
your heart aflutter, remember that the
author is a practitioner of the dismal science;
the romance in his love letter is less Harry
Met Sally than Demand Meets Supply. Still,
there is no shortage of passion from Mr
Cowen. His beloved is the source of “most
of the stuff we enjoy and consume” and
gives “most of us jobs.” Mr Cowen also
argues, persuasively, that America tops the
world in the quality of its corporate man-
agement — if Chinese firms were managed
equally well, they would be up to 50 per
cent more productive. American business
is also the leading innovator globally in
many areas.

Some of his defence of business is less
certain than his positive headline message
suggests. He devotes a chapter to refuting
accusations that Big Tech companies are
evil, only to confess to worrying about the
threat they pose to personal privacy, which
he fears will get dramatically worse as facial
recognition and voice-recording technolo-
gies become ever more ubiquitous. He

argues that business should be trusted more,
despite so many high-profile scandals,
because it is less prone to lying and cheating
than governments or nonprofits. This could
be read not as a ringing endorsement but
as damning with faint praise.

For Mr Cowen, the real reason business
is so unpopular is that we humans tend to
anthropomorphise companies, turning cor-
porations “into people in our minds, and
also in our hearts” (and even writing love
letters to them). Companies play along in
this charade, because it pays them to do so,
branding themselves with human char-
acteristics like being friendly and listening
to our concerns. Inevitably, we feel let
down when they turn out instead to be
“abstract, sharklike legal entities devoted
to commercial profit.” 

Mr Cowen’s explanation is not partic-
ularly convincing. Nor is his two-part
advice for clearing the current atmosphere
of distrust. First, the public should accept
that business will always fall short of our
unreasonably high expectations, and get
over it. Second, rather unexpectedly from
a member of the famously libertarian eco-
nomics faculty at George Mason
University, he wants business to try harder

at being socially responsible.
In 1970, The New York Times Magazine

published an extraordinarily controversial
article by Milton Friedman, titled “The
Social Responsibility of Business Is to
Increase Its Profits.” At the time, this
shocked even much of corporate America,
never mind the regular New York Times
reader. The article was intended to defend
business against heavy-handed government
regulation, including of prices and wages,
that threatened to squeeze dynamism and
innovation out of corporate America. Yet
over the years, as deregulation spread across
America and then the world, Friedman’s
words were, I believe, twisted into a sim-
plistic justification for doing anything that
increased profits regardless of the conse-
quences for society and the planet.

Mr Cowen rejects Friedman’s definition,
arguing instead that the “social responsi-
bility of business is to come up with the
magic of a vision that will help us trust it
more, whether as consumers or workers.”
For Mr Cowen, business at its best is a “fun-
damentally ethical enterprise” and (pre-
serving his libertarian credentials by citing
Ayn Rand in support of it) “can be a vehicle
for the achievement of heroic goals.”

This would have been a far better book
had Mr Cowen focused more on how to
overcome the negative consequences of the
spread of the Friedman Doctrine, which I
believe has helped socially irresponsible,
greedy, unheroic business leaders flourish
at the expense of the heroic kind. 

Happily, a new generation of more
socially responsible business leaders is
emerging, like Marc Benioff of Salesforce,
the Chobani founder Hamdi Ulukaya and
Indra Nooyi (until recently at the helm of
PepsiCo). If only Mr Cowen had shown
less unconditional love for corporate
America and instead concentrated on
what needs to be done to ensure that being
ethical and heroic becomes business as
usual. That “love letter” would have left
most readers hopeful that there might yet
be a Happily Ever After.

©2019 The New York Times News Service
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EDITORIAL

Angshuman Choudhury 

I
ndia’s  abstention  from  voting
on a UN Human Rights Council
draft  resolution,  in March  this

year, on  the “situation of human
rights  in  Myanmar”  needs  closer
examination. Co­sponsored by the
European Union (EU) and Bangla­
desh,  the  resolution  “expresses
grave  concern  at  continuing  re­
ports of serious human rights vio­
lations and abuses  in Myanmar”,
particularly  in  Rakhine,  Kachin
and Shan States, and calls for a full
inquiry into these by the Council’s
own mechanism and the Interna­
tional Criminal Court (ICC).

In  its  follow­up  explanatory
statement,  India’s  permanent  re­
presentative to the UN in Geneva,
Rajiv Kumar Chander, said that it
would  “only  be  counter­produc­
tive” to support “extensive recom­
mendations  regarding  legislative
and policy actions” and “threaten­
ing Myanmar with punitive action,
including at the ICC, to which that
state is not a signatory”.

It  is  understandable  that  as  a
non­signatory  of  the  Rome  Sta­
tute, New Delhi would register its
dissent against any punitive inter­
ventions  by  the  ICC  on  another
non­signatory  country  (Myan­
mar). 

However, what is deeply unfor­
tunate is India’s continued diplo­
matic and moral passivity on the
Rohingya crisis.

Despite the Myanmar Army fac­
ing charges of serious war crimes,
including genocide — according to
a UN Fact­Finding Mission  (FFM)
and several other international hu­
man  rights  organisations —  India
refuses  to  take  a  strong  moral
stand for the sake of maintaining
cordial  bilateral  relations  with
Naypyidaw. 

A deference
India continues to toe Myanmar’s
line on the issue, which harps on
the “complexity” of the whole sit­
uation, lays emphasis on econom­
ic development rather than politi­
cal  rights  for  the  Rohingya,  lays
stress on internal inquiries instead
of international mechanisms, and
even refuses to call the Rohingya
community by its name. 

In  fact,  Prime  Minister  Naren­
dra  Modi  has  not  even  publicly
condemned the horrible atrocities
that the Rohingya have faced at the
hands of Myanmar’s security forc­
es. On his last visit to Myanmar in
September  2017,  he  simply  ex­
pressed  concern at  the  “loss  of
lives of  security  forces and  inno­
cent people due  to  the extremist
violence in Rakhine State”. There
was no reference to the excessive
and arbitrary force used by securi­
ty forces on Rohingya civilians in
response  to  the  “extremist  vio­
lence”. 

Radhika  Coomaraswamy,  who

was  a  part  of  the  three­member
UN FFM, during a recent briefi��ng,
said, “Acknowledging that human
rights  violations  have  been  com­
mitted, holding people accounta­
ble and reforming the Tatmadaw is
the only way forward.” India, for
its part, continues to maintain ties
with  the  Myanmar  armed  forces
(Tatmadaw), supplying them with
combat  hardware  and  imparting
UN peacekeeping training. An edi­
tion of the India­Myanmar bilater­
al army exercise,  IMBEX 2018­19,
took  place  this  January  at
Chandimandir.

Arms and business ties
According to the arms transfer da­
tabase  of  the  Stockholm  Interna­
tional Peace Research Institute (SI­
PRI),  India  is  one  of  Myanmar’s
top arms suppliers, and weapons
sales includes military aircraft, ar­
tillery,  naval  vessels  and  recon­
naissance  equipment,  armoured
vehicles,  anti­submarine  torpe­
does and missiles. 

One analysis by the Dutch advo­
cacy  group,  Stop  Wapenhandel

(Stop Arms Trade), claims that In­
dia transferred combat equipment
in  violation  of  international
embargoes.

India’s core logic here is to “mo­
dernise”  the  Tatmadaw  with  the
intent  of  securing  its  1,640­km
plus  border  with  Myanmar  and
forge a sustainable strategic part­
nership at China’s doorstep. But,
in  this  infl��exible  realpolitik  ap­
proach,  there  is  little  space  for
end­user  accountability  and  hu­
man rights. Whether Myanmar is
using  some  of  its India­supplied
weapons to maim non­combatant
civilians in Rakhine State and oth­
er ethnic regions is a question that
New  Delhi  has  not  asked  so  far.
Further, Indian companies conti­
nue  to  invest  in  Myanmar,  with
several  having  direct  links  with
Tatmadaw­owned businesses.

Through Dhaka’s lens
India has  so  far  refused  to  exert
any pressure on Myanmar, instead
choosing to balance ties with Dha­
ka and Naypyidaw by sending hu­
manitarian aid to both. But India’s
soft,  backfoot  approach  is  being
increasingly seen by Bangladesh,
which  is hosting nearly a million
Rohingya refugees, to be tilted in
Myanmar’s favour.

Bangladeshi  journalist Humay­
un Kabir Bhuiyan argues that “In­
dian  policy  regarding  the  Rohin­
gya  crisis  has  always  favoured
Myanmar.” He also fl��agged India’s
recent abstention as another sign
of New Delhi’s no­support for Dha­
ka on the Rohingya issue. It is clear

that if India continues to tacitly fa­
vour Myanmar at international fo­
rums,  its  much­valued  bilateral
ties  with  Bangladesh  may  suff��er
greatly.

Instead of just pushing one­time
economic aid into Bangladesh and
Myanmar, India could have forged
a regional  ‘compact’,  much  like
the  Jordan  Compact  on  Syria,  to
ensure sustained humanitarian as­
sistance  in addressing  the  short­
and  long­term  needs  of  the  dis­
placed Rohingya population. This
would have ensured uniform do­
nor interest and better monitoring
of where aid  is going to.  Instead,
India  has  deported  (or  refouled)
more than a dozen Rohingya refu­
gees from its own territory back to
Myanmar, in violation of  interna­
tional and domestic legal norms.

Using  the  geo­economic  lever­
age  that  it enjoys with Myanmar,
India  could compel Myanmar  to
bring  the  alleged  perpetrators  of
war crimes to book or at least get a
guarantee  that  such  conduct
would not be repeated  in  the  fu­
ture. But New Delhi does not want
to corner Aung San Suu Kyi, whose
own  relations  with  the  Generals
remain dicey. 

For now, India is happy to be in
a stable,  but  morally  tenuous,
friends­with­benefi��t  relationship
with Myanmar. The victims conti­
nue to be the stateless Rohingya.

Angshuman Choudhury is Senior

Researcher and Coordinator, South East

Asia Research Programme, Institute of

Peace and Confl��ict Studies, New Delhi

Moral ambiguity on the Rohingya
India must break its silence on the gross human rights violations by Myanmar 
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T
here is little doubt that the fi��­
nal outcome of the 2019 gen­
eral  election will  be  deter­

mined in great part by the vote in
Uttar  Pradesh.  The  battleground
State is home to 80 of 543 Lok Sab­
ha constituencies, enough to make
or break governments. The jury is
still  out  on  the  fi��nal  outcome.
What is clear is that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is having a hard
time  replicating  its  2014  perfor­
mance in U.P. in 2019. Anti­incum­
bency caused by a combination of
economic factors and the Opposi­
tion  on  the  ground  propelled  by
the mahagathbandhan — alliance
of the Samajwadi Party (SP), Bahu­
jan Samaj Party (BSP) and Rashtri­
ya Lok Dal (RLD) — has created an
unexpected new political dynam­
ic. This alliance has been formed
with an explicit anti­BJP focus and
is  likely  to  have  a  signifi��cant  im­
pact on  the outcome of  the 2019
election. 

Two  issues  will  determine  the
result in the State. These are: Hin­
du  voter  consolidation  and  caste
mobilisation. These issues can al­
so serve as a lens to track the shifts
in  the  State’s  politics  more
broadly.

Shaky narrative
The BJP’s stunning victory  in the
2014  Lok  Sabha  election relied
heavily  on  U.P.  Till  a  couple  of
months ago, the BJP had the polit­
ical momentum in its favour but in
the dying phases of the long cam­
paign  it  was  struggling  to  regain
momentum. In 2014, the BJP was
an  outsider;  in  2019,  it  is  the  in­
cumbent at both the State and na­
tional levels, making an anti­esta­

blishment  campaign  untenable.
Economic  issues  have  played  an
important  role  in  shifting  the
ground.  The  BJP  doesn’t  have  a
great story to tell the voters of U.P.;
hence,  it  has  focussed  on  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s muscu­
lar  leadership,  national  security
and Hindu­Muslim divisions. 

Travelling through the heart of
eastern and central U.P. during the
election campaign, it was hard to
detect  a  Modi  wave.  But  it  was
equally  diffi��cult  to  overlook  his
popularity  among  the  upper
castes, youth and non­Yadav back­
ward castes who want him back as
Prime Minister. Mr. Modi had pro­
mised much on the development
front  to  U.P.  but  there  is  disap­
pointment about how little he has
delivered. Big cities such as Luck­
now, Varanasi and Allahabad have
experienced economic expansion
even as the older parts of these ci­
ties  and  peripheries  are  stagnat­
ing. Driven by real estate develop­
ment,  economic  expansion
basically means widening of roads
(it  was  aptly  described  as  ‘Sadak
Chaap vikas’, or superfi��cial deve­
lopment,  by  someone  in  Allaha­
bad), swanky shopping malls and
dazzling  showrooms  signalling
changing  lifestyles  in  urban  U.P.
But nearly 78% of U.P.’s population
lives in rural areas, and this sizea­
ble  rural  majority  has  not  fared
well  as  the  Central  and  State  go­
vernments have failed to address
their  needs.  The  deepening  dis­
tress in the agricultural sector has
hardly  been  addressed.  Nor  has
the problem of stray cattle, which
is  damaging  crops  in  the  rural
areas, been addressed. 

There  is  much  talk  about  go­
vernment schemes which have be­
nefi��ted some people. However, dif­
ferential  access  to  government
schemes such as  toilets, gas con­
nections and loans to build homes
was highlighted in several conver­
sations in central U.P., and this has
contributed to growing anger, par­

ticularly  among  Dalits  and  Mus­
lims,  who  feel  that  they’ve  been
left out. We asked a group of wo­
men in Faizabad if they supported
Mr. Modi. They said they did, but
not with a certainty that withstood
further  probing.  Soon  enough
they admitted that they said so out
of fear and would not vote for him
because  his  government  had  not
delivered on promises, especially
employment opportunities essen­
tial for their material well­being.

The 2014 singularity 
The 2014 election ushered  in the
era of BJP­dominance in U.P. The
party  had  gained  ground  in  the
State  after  the  demolition  of  the
Babri Masjid in 1992 and the cam­
paign to construct a Ram temple
in  Ayodhya.  This  helped  in  the
long  run  to  win  political  power
and gave a boost to its majoritarian
project. The year 2017 saw the BJP
deepen its electoral dominance of
U.P.  by  winning  a  three­fourths
majority  in  the  Assembly  elec­
tions.  Yogi  Adityanath’s  appoint­
ment as Chief Minister was a turn­
ing  point  in  State  politics  with
disenfranchisement and polarisa­
tion being weaponised  to streng­
then the process of Hindu consoli­
dation. He has played a key part in
polarising the electorate by openly
speaking about the 80­20 equation
(20% being Muslims).

The BJP’s rise has been marked
by the strong resurgence in the re­
presentation  of  traditional  elite
groups by virtue of being over­re­

presented within the BJP. The up­
per  castes  harboured  strong  re­
sentment over their displacement
in  the  post­Mandal  era.  BJP  rule
has been the vehicle for their co­
meback, as upper castes have re­
gained positions of authority and
infl��uence. Simultaneously, the BJP
has expanded its outreach to low­
er castes by leveraging social ser­
vices provided by the government
and giving representation to non­
Yadav castes, which has enhanced
recognition of these castes owing
to  their  proximity  to  power.  Ad­
ding them to the core upper caste
voters  has  helped  the  party  in
building a formidable coalition in
the State.

The rising power of the BJP has
also led to a signifi��cant change in
the  behaviour  of  non­BJP,  non­
Congress parties. There is a reali­
sation  that  the  canvas  of  politics
has  to  be  much  larger  and  the
scope much broader to stall furth­
er expansion of the BJP. The suc­
cess  in  the  Gorakhpur,  Phulpur
and Kairana by­elections  showed
the way to the SP and BSP, the two
social  justice  parties,  that  they
must do business together. Bitter
rivals for decades, they decided to
bury the hatchet and join ranks to
form  an  alliance  driven  by  the
overwhelming objective of defeat­
ing the BJP. The coming together
of these two forces is what makes
2019 diff��erent from 2014. 

Mandal 2.0
The new coalition of Yadavs, Jatavs
and Muslims poses a serious chal­
lenge to Mr. Modi as he seeks re­
election.  The  defi��ning  feature  of
Mandal 2.0,  the second avatar of
identity politics, is political power
and social arithmetic, and not so­
cial justice, leave alone combining
social justice and secularism. Even
so,  the  counter­polemic  has  sha­
ken  the  foundations  of  the  BJP’s
caste  politics  as  it  signposts  Hin­
dutva’s failure to subsume identity
politics.  The  party’s  caste  dilem­

ma persists because its own elec­
toral  success  is  predicated  on
caste­based  social  engineering.
The role of Muslims in Mandal 2.0
is critical. It is clear that they are
determined  to  vote  out  the  BJP
and are  likely  to have voted stra­
tegically  and  largely  in  favour  of
the  mahagathbandhan.  The  nu­
merical heft of Muslims in the ma­
hagathbandhan  underlines  their
relevance in U.P. politics, but it al­
so underlines the limits of the BJP
strategy of keeping them out.

There’s a stark gap between the
BJP’s  rhetoric  of  caste  inclusion
and the reality. It has consistently
over­represented upper castes  in
its highest ranks in U.P. In the State
Assembly, the overall representa­
tion  of  upper  castes  increased
from  32.7%  in  2012  to  44.4%  in
2017.  This  contradicts  the  claim
that the BJP has become an inclu­
sive social platform. In spite of the
fi��ve­year rule of a party ostensibly
committed to vikas (development)
for  everyone,  U.P.  remains  un­
equal and poor. In fact, even talk
of vikas is off�� the table as the BJP is
pushing  voters  to  look  beyond
their material well­being. 

Original battleground
The U.P. model has been central to
the  Sangh’s  Hindutva  agenda
much  before  the  Gujarat  model
gained prominence. U.P. is still the
key to the BJP’s electoral fortunes
and to the future creation of a Hin­
du  state.  Whatever  the  2019  ver­
dict,  we  must  place  the  BJP’s  re­
cent  advances  within  the  longer
history of U.P. politics, which has
witnessed momentous changes in
the last hundred years. In the shift­
ing  sands  of  U.P.  politics,  Hindu
nationalism  has  certainly  gained
primacy in recent decades but this
too will change.

Zoya Hasan is Professor Emerita,

Jawaharlal Nehru University and

Distinguished Professor, Council for Social

Development, New Delhi

Why the BJP is not invincible in Uttar Pradesh 
The SP­BSP’s social arithmetic signposts Hindutva’s failure to subsume identity politics 

Zoya Hasan
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Wave or retreat?
The telecast and analysis of
various exit polls at the
conclusion of the seven­
phase general election
seem to have had much of
India glued to the TV as if
they were the actual results
(Page 1, “Exit polls predict
second term for Modi”, May
20). The diff��erence in
numbers predicted by the
various psephological
groups is unconvincing. In
one instance the diff��erence
is 94 seats as far as the
NDA’s grand total is
concerned. The track
record of exit polls in
general is hardly glowing.
The most common
argument to justify their
failure is the sample size
and the kind of people
interviewed. While the
sample size can always be

enhanced, the behaviour of
people is always diffi��cult to
judge. Predicting an
election in the world’s
largest democracy has to
take into account several
factors ranging from caste,
religion, region, money
power to voting percentage.
There needs to be fresh
methodology and
techniques as the results of
every election redefi��ne the
rules of psephology.
N. Sadhasiva Reddy,

Bengaluru

■ If the predictions are true,
they show that Mr. Modi’s
election campaigns have
been successful only because
of his personal popularity
rather than his government’s
performance. The
Opposition may have tried to
pin him down but,

surprisingly, the issues they
raised may not have struck a
chord. Does this mean the
BJP employed an election
strategy that was more clever
and tactful than the
Opposition’s? The partisan
attitude of the Election
Commission of India and the
prolonged election process
seem to have helped the
ruling party. In the end, I
hope the new Prime Minister
will take the country to
newer heights, according
importance to secularism. 
D. Sethuraman,

Chennai

What mattered in 2019
Some of the fi��ndings of the
post­poll survey even with
reference to the pre­poll
survey are astonishing (“The
issues that mattered in an
issue­less election”, ‘The

Hindu­CSDS Lokniti post­poll
survey 2019’). Scant concern
for corruption is surprising
as it was the focal point in
2014. What is equally
disturbing is the lack of
interest in farming related
issues. 
N. Vijai,

Coimbatore

After May 23
One is happy that the
election is over and the fi��nal
result will be known shortly
(Editorial, May 20). In the
end, it is disappointing that
institutions which should
have been the guardrails of
democracy have not lived up
to their mandate. We need
strong, solid institutions,
people committed to putting
the interests of their fellow
citizens above party and
personal interests and also

school and college students.
Coff��ee consumption beyond
a point could have health
consequences and I feel it is
unwise to get youngsters
hooked to drinking coff��ee in
order to promote the
business interests of coff��ee
conglomerates. With regard
to helping coff��ee growers,
the information that “not
even 5% of the cup price
reaches the grower” should
be an eye­opener. 
Kosaraju Chandramouli,

Hyderabad

respect for the rules and laws
of the land. We need to set
dignifi��ed standards of civility
and decorum in public life.
H.N. Ramakrishna,

Bengaluru

Promoting coff��ee
A report (‘Business’ page,
“India to launch coff��ee
consumption drive”, April
14) said the India Coff��ee
Trust in collaboration with
the International Coff��ee
Organisation is planning to
launch a ‘catch them young’
campaign to promote the
coff��ee drinking habit among
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T
he withdrawal of Houthi rebels from three of Ye­

men’s ports as part of the December 2018 cease­

fi��re  agreement  should  have  been  the  basis  for

further talks to expand the truce to other parts of the

country. But while the withdrawal was under way last

week,  Houthis,  who  are  reportedly  getting  support

from Iran, carried out a drone attack on a Saudi pipe­

line, and in retaliation Riyadh launched airstrikes on Sa­

naa, the capital city controlled by the rebels, killing at

least six civilians, including children. Yemen now risks

falling back  to  the pre­ceasefi��re days of confl��ict with

fi��ghting having broken out in parts of the government­

controlled south. What makes the resumption of hostil­

ities more dangerous is the regional angle. Tensions are

on the rise in West Asia over the U.S.­Iran standoff��. The

U.S. had earlier warned against possible attacks by eith­

er Iran or Iran­backed militias against American inter­

ests or its allies in the region, and has deployed an air­

craft  carrier  and  a  bomber  squad  to  the  Gulf.

Immediately after the pipeline was attacked, the Saudis

blamed Iran for ordering it, an allegation which both

Tehran and the Houthis have refuted. Whether Iran was

actually behind the attack or not, the incident and the

subsequent Saudi airstrikes show how the Yemeni con­

fl��ict is entangled with the regional rivalry between Iran

and Saudi Arabia.

Saudi Arabia started its Yemen military campaign in

March 2015 with the goal of driving Houthis out of terri­

tories they captured. Four years of war have devastated

the country. According to the UN, at least 7,000 civi­

lians have been killed. Thousands of others have died

due to disease, poor health care and malnutrition. The

blockade Saudi Arabia imposed on Yemen steadily wor­

sened the country’s hunger problem and health­care

crisis. The country  is on the brink of a  famine.  It’s a

shame that even when the ceasefi��re was holding, the

Saudis did not halt bombing Yemen. Saudi Arabia ap­

pears to be frustrated that it is not able to defeat the

Houthis even after years of heavy bombing. The Houth­

is,  on  their  part,  continue  to  provoke  the  Saudis

through cross­border rocket and drone attacks. The Ye­

menis are stuck in between. The way forward is the Ho­

deida model. The December ceasefi��re took eff��ect in the

Red Sea port city and both the rebels and government

forces  stuck  to  it  till  the  rebels pulled out  last week.

They should continue talks under international media­

tion and replicate the Hodeida model elsewhere in Ye­

men. For this to be achieved, the Houthis should decou­

ple  themselves  from  the  regional  politics,  and  stay

focussed on resolving diff��erences with the government

and rebuilding the war­torn country, while Saudi Ara­

bia should get out of Yemen.

Yemen’s woes
The Saudi airstrikes on Sanaa risk tipping 

the country back to pre­ceasefi��re days 

A
s India awaits the arrival of the annual summer

monsoon, hopes are particularly high for normal

rainfall that is so vital for agriculture, the health

of forests, rivers and wetlands. The India Meteorologi­

cal Department has forecast normal rainfall of 96% of

the long period average of 89 cm rain, with an onset

date in the fi��rst week of June in Kerala. It has also sig­

nalled a signifi��cant possibility of a defi��cit. The monsoon

bounty is crucial for the 60% of gross cropped area in

farming that is rain­fed, and represents, in the assess­

ment of the National Commission on Farmers, 45% of

agricultural output. Given the erratic patterns of rainfall

witnessed over the past few decades and their possible

connection to atmospheric changes caused by a variety

of pollutants, the distribution of monsoon 2019 will add

to the insights. The southwest monsoon is a determi­

nant of India’s overall prosperity, and sustained eff��orts

to make the best use of rainfall are absolutely important

for farms, cities and industry. Considering that there

has been a 52% decline in groundwater levels based on

tests conducted last year over the previous decadal av­

erage, State governments should have pursued the set­

ting  up  of  new  recharging  wells  and  made  improve­

ments to existing ones on a war footing. They also have

lagged in building structures to harvest surface water

and helping farmers raise the effi��ciency of irrigation.

The approach to the farming sector, however, has been

infl��uenced more by the imperatives of an election year,

and the Centre’s biggest intervention was to announce

a cash handout to specifi��ed categories of small farmers. 

A normal summer monsoon over the subcontinent

brings widespread prosperity, but does not guarantee a

uniform spread. This, as scientists point out, may be

due to the eff��ect of particulates released through va­

rious  industrial  and  agricultural  processes.  Some  of

these  aerosols  suppress  the  rainfall  and  disperse  it

across the land, causing long breaks in precipitation,

while others absorb heat and lead to a convection phe­

nomenon that increases rainfall in some places. Such

evidence points to the need for India to clean up its act

on  rising  industrial  emissions,  and  burning  of  fossil

fuels and biomass in order to improve the stability of

the monsoon. An equally key area of concern is fresh­

water availability  for households, which, NITI Aayog

says, account for 4% of available supplies, besides 12%

used by industry. Urbanisation trends and the severe

water stress that residents experience underscore the

need for mandatory rainwater harvesting policies and

augmented eff��orts by States to preserve surface water

by  building  new  reservoirs.  Yet,  governments  are

adopting a commodity approach to the vital resource,

displaying deplorable indiff��erence to the pollution and

loss of rivers, wetlands and lakes that hold precious wa­

ters. This is no way to treat a life­giving resource. 

Eye on the monsoon
States must set up new recharging wells and

improve existing ones on a war footing 

corrections & clarifications: 

The graphic titled “NDA redux?” that accompanied the front­
page story on exit polls (May 20, 2019) had the fi��gures correspond­
ing to the exit polls conducted by ABP Nielsen wrong. It had said:
NDA – 267; UPA – 127; and Others – 148. It should have been NDA –
277; UPA – 130; and Others – 135.

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300;

E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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To a British Government worried by too many domestic trou­
bles,  the  West  German  Finance  Minister,  Herr  Franz­Josef
Strauss, brought words of cheer yesterday [May 19, London].
He said that a united Europe was inconceivable without Bri­
tain and that the admission of Britain to the Common Market
was a matter of procedure only and not of opinion. He assured
that the Bundesbank would be willing to consider favourably a
line of credit to the Bank of England if the latter asked for it. He
underlined that Britain’s partnership with France in nuclear
arms was essential for an eff��ective defence of Europe. Herr
Strauss was on a visit to Britain primarily to address the Euro­
pean Atlantic Group. He took the occasion to reiterate, per­
haps more forcefully than hitherto, his views on Britain’s posi­
tion in Europe and these attracted attention not only because
they were expressed on British soil but because Herr Strauss is
regarded as a possible successor to Dr. Keisinger as Chancellor.

FIFTY YEARS AGO MAY 21, 1969

U.K.’s vital role in European Union
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FROM ARCHIVES

Their lordships Mr. Justice Walsh and Mr. Justice Stuart dis­
posed of the appeal of Asghar against the sentence of death
passed on him by the Sessions Judge of Budaun on a charge of
having murdered an old man named Chiddo. It was alleged
that the accused decoyed the deceased into the house of Ami­
rulla under the pretext of getting him a goat for sale, and throt­
tled him to death. Amirulla was alleged to have abetted the
crime by holding the deceased’s legs. The motive of the mur­
der was suggested to have been the greed of taking possession
of  Rs.  75  which  the  deceased  had  with  him  on  selling  his
house.  Their  Lordships  said  it  was  quite  clear  that  the  evi­
dence of the daughter of Amirulla, as the Sessions Judge had
found, was  tampered with by  the Sub­Inspector himself or
through his instrumentality apparently with the insidious and
thoroughly unjust motive of persuading her to give the best
evidence against Asghar and to say as little as she could against
her father who was tried with him. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MAY 21, 1919.

Tampering with the Evidence.

U.S. President Donald Trump has re­
peatedly spoken out against Ameri­
ca’s  costly  wars.  Last  year,  for  in­
stance, he called the 2003 Iraq war
“the  single  worst  decision  ever
made”. During the presidential cam­
paign, he had promised to bring U.S.
troops  home.  But  two  and  a  half
years  into  his  own  presidency,  the
U.S. is on the brink of another major
war in West Asia, this time with Iran. 

Claiming to have intelligence that
Iran could target its interests or the
interests of its allies in the region, the
U.S. has already sent an aircraft car­
rier group and a bomber squadron to
the Gulf, which U.S. National Securi­
ty Adviser John Bolton called “a clear
and unmistakable message to the Ira­
nian regime”. When asked if the U.S.
is going to war with Iran, Mr. Trump
replied, “I hope not.” But the grow­
ing clamour for war both in Washing­
ton and in West Asia is hard to miss.
Mr. Bolton, who is currently driving
the Iran policy, is a well­known Iran
hawk and has repeatedly called  for
regime change in Tehran. 

It is Israel that provided the intelli­
gence  inputs  that  set  off��  the  latest
fl��are­up. A Saudi newspaper owned
by  Turki  bin  Salman,  brother  of
Crown  Prince  Mohammed  bin  Sal­
man, carried an editorial  last week
calling for “surgical strikes” on Iran.
A mysterious attack on four oil tank­
ers off�� the UAE coast, and a drone at­
tack  on  a  Saudi  pipeline  that  was
claimed  by  the  Iran­backed  Houthi
rebels of Yemen, worsened the crisis.
The situation in the Gulf is so danger­
ous now that a mere spark could trig­
ger a full­blown confl��ict.

Morally wrong
If the U.S. goes to another war in a re­
gion still struggling to recover from
its past interventions, it will be mo­
rally  calamitous  and  strategically
ludicrous.  First,  Iran  does  not  de­
serve  this  treatment.  The  country
signed an international agreement in
2015 to limit its nuclear programme
in return for sanctions relief. It fully
complied with the deal until Tehran

announced this month that it would
suspend  some  commitments  made
under the deal in protest against U.S.
sanctions. It was Mr. Trump who vio­
lated the deal fi��rst by pulling the U.S.
out  of  it  last  year  and  reimposing
sanctions on Iran. In a better world,
Iran’s  adherence  to  the  agreement
would  have  been  appreciated  and
the country allowed to reap the pro­
mised benefi��ts of  the deal.  Instead,
the Trump administration punished
it.

Second, if the U.S. goes to war, it
will be a unilateral military action. It
won’t get the approval of the United
Nations  Security  Council  as  Russia
and  China  remain  steadfastly  op­
posed  to  military  action.  Even  the
U.S.’s European allies, including the
U.K. which supported the Iraq war,
remain  committed  to  the  nuclear
deal. The U.S. might get the support
of Saudi Arabia and  Israel, but  it  is
not certain whether even these coun­
tries would like to get dragged into a
full­blown war. A unilateral military
action would  further weaken  inter­
national institutions and create more
fi��ssures in the Atlantic alliance.

Iran is not Iraq
Third, Iran is not Iraq. Nor is it Libya.
The U.S. went to Iraq after a decade
of crippling sanctions that it imposed
battered the country’s economy and

military.  Iraq  was  totally  isolated.
Arab  countries  had  turned  against
Baghdad after the fi��rst Gulf war, Iran
was its enemy, and Russia was still in
retreat mode. The U.S., the U.K. and
their allies marched to Iraq and top­
pled the Saddam Hussein regime in
just a few weeks. 

Iran, on the other hand, is a coun­
try that lives in a state of permanent
insecurity. It has always been battle­
ready. While Iran is not a strong con­
ventional military force and is crip­
pled  by  sanctions  as  well,  Iranian
policymakers  were  aware  of  these
challenges. That is why they adopted
a ‘forward  defence’  doctrine  of  ex­
panding  Iranian  infl��uence  across
West Asia  through non­state militia
groups. Iran has Hezbollah in Leba­
non, Shia militias in Iraq and Syria,
the Houthis in Yemen, and the Islam­
ic Jihad in Gaza. In the event of a war,
Iran could activate these groups, trig­
gering multiple confl��icts, drawing in
several  other  countries.  This  possi­
bility makes even “a limited strike”
on  Iran  dangerous.  Besides,  Iran
could  block  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,
which lies between the Persian Gulf
and the Gulf of Oman, through which
one­third  of  the  world’s  LNG  and
20%  of  total  oil  production  fl��ows.
That would be a drastic measure that
could  trigger  a  massive  response
from the U.S. But war itself is a dras­

tic measure and could cause extreme
retaliatory action.

Fourth, the U.S.’s war record is not
as great as is often presented to be. It
is  the  world’s  pre­eminent  military
power not because of the results of
the wars it has fought but because of
its military might. It is ironic that the
U.S. is escalating tensions in the Gulf
at a time when it is negotiating with
the Taliban to fi��nd a face­saving exit
from Afghanistan. 

When  the  War  on  Terror  began,
the U.S. promised  to go after every
terrorist  in  the  world.  Seventeen
years later, al­Qaeda is still alive, the
Islamic State and other terror organ­
isations  are  operating  across  the
world,  and  the  Taliban  controls  al­
most  half  the  territory  in  Afghanis­
tan. In Iraq, the U.S. could easily top­
ple the Saddam regime, but it failed
to quell the post­Saddam unrest. The
country slipped into a sectarian civil
war. It was from the mayhem in Iraq
that the Islamic State rose. In Libya,
the  promise  was  liberation  from
Muammar  Gaddafi��’s  dictatorship
when the North Atlantic Treaty Or­
ganization (i.e., the U.S., France and
the U.K.) intervened in 2011. Gaddafi��
was killed, but the country sank into
chaos and is still to recover from it. In
Syria, the U.S. made an indirect inter­
vention  and  demanded  President
Bashar al­Assad’s ouster until it was
outwitted by the Russians. It failed to
get the desired outcome in all these
countries.  How  will  Iran  be  any
diff��erent?

Using diplomacy
As  U.S.  President,  Barack  Obama
seemed to have realised the challeng­
es in Iran. That is why he attempted
to curtail Iran’s nuclear programme
through  diplomatic  means.  And  he
succeeded,  until  Mr.  Trump  came
along  and  sabotaged  it.  President
Trump says he wants talks with the
Iranians, but he doesn’t have a realis­
tic programme for the same. If talks
were his primary objective, the U.S.
should not have withdrawn from the
nuclear deal. Mr. Trump should have
used  the  bonhomie  created  by  the
deal to expand ties and address con­
cerns  such  as  Iran’s  regional  acti­
vism. If he truly wants to change the
course, he should start with de­esca­
lation  and  rein  in  his  bellicose
advisers.

stanly.johny@thehindu.co.in

U.S. military action could trigger multiple confl��icts in the Gulf 

The case against war on Iran

Stanly Johny 

“If U.S. President Donald Trump truly wants to change the course, he should
start with de-escalation.” People protest in Tehran after Mr. Trump threatened
to destroy Iran if it attacked American interests. * AP

Even as we eagerly await the verdict of the
people on May 23, it is time to refl��ect on the
nature of the political discourse this election
season. We witnessed a new low in the cam­
paign: the Prime Minister’s desperate fulmi­
nations  against  not  just  his  political  oppo­
nents, but also the late Rajiv Gandhi, who left
us in tragic circumstances.

On May 21, 1991, tragedy struck the nation
when  former  Prime  Minister  Rajiv  Gandhi
was campaigning in Sriperumbudur on the
outskirts of Chennai, trying to turn around
the political fortunes of the Congress party.
He was brutally assassinated by militants of
the  LTTE  in  a  suicide  bomb  attack.  In  the
course of his campaign trail, he had dreamt
of a new India driven by technology.

The nation mourned the death of a leader
whose  patriotic  fervour  could  never  have
been questioned. Rajiv Gandhi was critical of
the bureaucracy for having failed to deliver
services to the last man in the queue. He car­
ried the hopes of young India on his shoul­
ders. We lost him in the midst of our nation’s
journey, but he left behind his vision, which
brought about a revolution of ideas, laying
the  foundation  of  a  modern,  eff��ervescent
India.

Stooping low 
Twenty­eight years later, Prime Minister Na­
rendra Modi, while speaking at a rally in Ut­
tar  Pradesh’s  Pratapgarh  constituency,  ad­
dressed  Congress  president  Rahul  Gandhi
and  said,  “Your  father  was  termed  ‘Mr.
Clean’ by his courtiers, but his life ended as
‘Bhrashtachari No.  1  (Corrupt  No.1)’.”  His
statement surprised millions of sane voices.
Very few expected him to stoop so low.

The  Bofors  issue  is  dead.  The  alleged
charge against Rajiv Gandhi was given a quie­
tus by a judgment of the Delhi High Court,
against which the then National Democratic
Alliance  government  chose  not  to  appeal.
The court did not fi��nd an iota of evidence to
support  the  alleged  charge.  I  happened  to
have argued the case. Yet, the Prime Minister
raked up the issue and taunted Rajiv Gand­
hi’s son, alleging that his father ended his life
as “Bhrashtachari No. 1”. That may be so in
the jaundiced eyes of the Prime Minister, but

not in the eyes of the law. Such a statement is
antithetical to the cultural ethos of India. Mr.
Modi should have at least respected the sen­
timents of Sonia Gandhi, who dealt with this
personal tragedy with stoic dignity.

Rajiv Gandhi was Mr. Clean. The Prime Mi­
nister  is  aware  of  the  tainted  people  sur­
rounding him, including those who consider
Nathuram  Godse  a  ‘deshbhakt (patriot)’.
Hinduism has always espoused the path of
truth,  which  is  perhaps  inconsistent  with
Hindutva, of which the Prime Minister con­
siders himself  to be an  icon. Not the cour­
tiers, but the nation recognised Rajiv Gandhi
as Mr. Clean. All attempts to sully his name
failed despite a premier investigating agen­
cy’s herculean eff��orts to do so at the instance
of the Bharatiya Janata Party. Surprisingly, in
Uttar Pradesh in 1989, Bofors did not even fi��­
gure in the campaign in Amethi, from where
Rajiv  Gandhi  contested.  But  this  time,  Mr.
Modi tried to make it an issue.

A reluctant politician
Rajiv Gandhi was destiny’s child. It was San­
jay  Gandhi  who  claimed  to  be  the  natural
heir to former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,
but his  tragic death  in an accident pushed
Rajiv Gandhi  to the centre stage. He was a
passionate pilot and a  reluctant politician.
Rajiv Gandhi took up the mantle to lead the
country after he lost his mother to tragic cir­
cumstances.  No  sensitive,  thoughtful,  cul­
tured human being, certainly not one who
holds the offi��ce of the Prime Minister, should
have made such a statement.

Responding to Mr. Modi’s remarks in the
course of an interaction during the Uttar Pra­
desh campaign trail, Congress general secre­
tary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said, “The Prime
Minister, who is seeking votes in the name of
martyrs, yesterday disrespected the martyr­
dom of a noble man. People in Amethi will
give a befi��tting reply.” Rahul Gandhi turned
philosophical when dealing with Mr. Modi’s
taunt. He tweeted, “Modi Ji, the battle is ov­
er. Your Karma awaits you. Projecting your
inner beliefs about yourself onto my father
won’t protect you. All my  love and a huge
hug. Rahul.” This was a dignifi��ed response,
the response of a true gentleman.

Irrespective of who wins in 2019, Mr. Mo­
di’s jibe will be remembered as a new low,
not just in electoral politics but in public life.
The example set by Mr. Modi shows that pu­
blic discourse has reached its nadir, and Mr.
Modi symbolises it. 

Kapil Sibal is a Member of the Rajya Sabha, and a

senior Congress leader

A jibe that marked a new
low in electoral politics 
Public discourse has reached its nadir, and the
Prime Minister symbolises it

Kapil Sibal 

Can art be devoid of social conscious­
ness? Often, social consciousness de­
fi��nes the very credo of an artist’s prac­
tice  because  artists  don’t  exist  in  a
socio­political  vacuum.  Their  work
and aesthetics are shaped by the times
they  live  in  and  the  reality  that  sur­
rounds  them.  Therefore,  they  fi��nd  a

multitude of ways of engaging with socio­political or cultu­
ral factors — repeatedly, and across generations and genres.

An artist who does so also risks labels such as ‘activist ar­
tist’. But this is a facile way of thinking and branding art and
artists. Artists are not propagandists, but their art is a con­
stant reminder of historical time. I often argue that history is
perhaps best recorded in fi��ction; the greater truths are to be
found in works of art resisting linear readings and interpre­
tations of history.

The social concerns of artists could diff��er, as they always
have, but an ivory tower artist is a menacing creature. Art
ought to see and show people not as objects of anthropolog­
ical inquiry, but repositories of a moment in history, living
archives even.

I was assailed by a plethora of such thoughts on a recent
visit to the National Gallery of Modern Art in Mumbai, where
I encountered the works of a renowned painter at a special
exhibition dedicated to showcasing his works. His work was
infl��uenced  by  the  Kerala  mural  tradition.  Natural  motifs
such as fl��owers, birds, fl��ora and fauna predominantly fea­
tured in his paintings. In the gallery, I wondered whether a
refl��ection on contemporary time was missing in his work.

Women from the Bhil tribe in Rajasthan were sometimes
the objects of his paintings, and he referred to them as a
‘medium’. Should the artist have attempted to see them as
something beyond beautiful and brooding village women?
The artist was devoted to capturing and recreating a notion
of the beautiful in an idyllic setting. Yet, while the purpose
of a painting can be to capture and reproduce, shouldn’t it
also comment?

It appeared to me that the women in the paintings had no
identity other than being part of a community. I wondered
what the painter’s humanist concerns were. I refl��ected that
perhaps he was interested in capturing a certain aspect of
his subjects and remained immune to the rest, maybe be­
cause it didn’t resonate with his artistic agenda.

Stepping back from this example, what is the relevance of
art in 2019 when the world is being ravaged by the clash of
identities? Can there be any idea of artistic beauty that re­
mains untouched by these forces? If art becomes all about
creating  escapist  paradigms,  we  must  then  ask  who  that
serves. Unless art facilitates new thoughts — and that can of­
ten come from holding up a mirror to broader society — it
isn’t art at all.

The writer teaches literary and cultural studies at FLAME University,
Pune 
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The purpose of art 
If art does not facilitate new thoughts
and be a constant reminder of
historical time, it isn’t art at all

Kunal Ray
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Voter apathy

Voter apathy is perceived apathy among those eligible to vote
in an election. This can happen when voters are disillusioned
with the electoral process, political parties and candidates, or
when  they don’t  think  their vote will  count, or when  they
don’t care much for the issues around them. In India, voter
turnouts have been going up in the past decade largely due to
the Election Commission’s eff��orts to enhance voter participa­
tion in the country, the media’s eff��orts to raise public interest
in elections, and an increase in the number of women coming
out to vote.
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POLL CALL 

Watch | What is the controversy surrounding VVPAT all about?

http://bit.ly/VVPATEVM
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नई खदक्ली  । मंगलवाि, 21 मई 2019

स्रापना वष्थ ः 1948
निर््ीक पत््कानिता का आठधां दशक

से समय, िब सािा देश आम चुनाव,
एरजिट पोल औि संभारवत नतीिों की
चचाथ में मशगूल है, दरिणी िाज्य
तेलंगाना में एक रदलचथप िािनीरतक

घटनाक्रम हो गया, रिस पि लोगों का खास ध्यान नहीं
गया। तेलंगाना में सत्तारूढ़ तेलंगाना िाष्ट्र सरमरत
(टीआिएस) ने रदसंबि, 2018 में समय से पहले
चुनाव किवाए थे, रिसमें उसे िाज्य की 119 में से 88
सीटें रमली थीं औि दो रनदथलीय का समथथन रमलने से
रवधानसभा में उसका आंकिा 90 पि पहुंच गया,
रिससे उसकी रथथरत काफी मिबूत हो गई।
रवधानसभा चुनावों के नतीिे घोरषत होने के बाद अन्य
पारटियों के सदथयों ने टीआिएस का रुख किना शुरू
कि रदया। खासतौि से कांग्रेस, रिसके कुछ महीने के
भीति ही 19 में से 12 रवधायक टीआिएस में िा चुके
हैं। यरद कांग्रेस का रसफफ एक औि रवधायक टीआिएस
का रुख कि लेता है, तो कांग्रेस के दो रतहाई रवधायक
पाला बदल चुके होंगे औि वे दल बदल रविोधी कानून
के तहत अयोजय होने से बच िाएंगे। 

तेलंगाना में 2014 में हुए पहले रवधानसभा चुनावों
के बाद से टीआिएस ने दल बदल को बढ़ावा रदया है,
िबरक उस समय उसे 119  में से 63 सीटें रमली थीं।
तब यह तकफ रदया गया रक कांग्रेस सिकाि को अरथथि
किने की कोरशश कि सकती है, इसरलए टीआिएस ने
कांग्रेस के रवधायकों को अपनी पाटीथ से िोिने की
कवायद की। िबरक तथ्य यह है रक टीआिएस ने
कांग्रेस औि अन्य दलों से आए ऐसे रवधायकों के िरिये
िमीनी थति पि अपना आधाि मिबूत किने की
कोरशश की, रिनकी लोगों के बीच पयाथप्त
रवकवसनीयता िही है। अपने दूसिे कायथकाल में भी

टीआिएस की निि कांग्रेस के रवधायकों पि िही। पाला
बदलने वाले पाटीथ के रवधायकों को अयोजय घोरषत
किने से संबंरधत कांग्रेस की यारचका रवधानसभा
अध्यि के पास लंरबत है। कांग्रेस ने अलग हुए गुट के
टीआिएस में िथतारवत रवलय को लेकि तेलंगाना हाई
कोटि का भी दिवािा खटखटाया है। हाई कोटि इस बािे
में 11 िून को सुनवाई किेगा। 

इस पृष्ठभूरम में हाल के िािनीरतक इरतहास की
ओि लौटने की िरूित है, रिससे अंदािा लगाया िा
सकेगा रक आरखि तेलंगाना में तया हो सकता है।
2003 में उत्ति िदेश में बसपा के 13 रवधायकों ने
पाटीथ से अलग होकि लोकतांरिक बहुिन दल के नाम
से एक अलग गुट बना रलया था। बाद में 24 औि

रवधायक उनसे रमले औि पाटीथ से अलग होने वाले
रवधायकों की संख्या 37 हो गई। उस समय बसपा के
98 रवधायक थे औि अलग होने वाले रवधायकों की
संख्या एक रतहाई से अरधक हो गई। इन रवधायकों ने
अपनी नई पाटीथ का मुलायम रसंह यादव की सपा में
रवलय कि रदया, तारक नई सिकाि का गठन हो सके।
रवधानसभा अध्यि ने भी इस दल बदल को मंिूिी दे
दी। उस समय सदन में बसपा के नेता थवामी िसाद
मौयथ की यारचका को इस तकनीकी आधाि पि खारिि
कि रदया रक यह दल बदल नहीं, बरकक पाटीथ में टूट
हुई औि रफि इस गुट का रवलय रकया गया, िो रक
दल बदल कानून का उकलंघन नहीं है। मामला सुिीम
कोटि तक पहुंचा, रिसने फिविी, 2007 को 13
रवधायकों को अयोजय घोरषत कि रदया। उस समय तक
मुलायम रसंह यादव सिकाि का कायथकाल लगभग पूिा
हो चुका था औि रवधानसभा चुनाव को रसफफ दो महीने
बचे थे! संरवधान के 91 वें संशोधन के िरिये दल
बदल कानून के तहत रकसी पाटीथ में टूट के समय
अयोजयता के दायिे में आने वाले रवधायकों की न्यूनतम
संख्या एक रतहाई से बढ़ाकि दो रतहाई कि दी गई। इस
संशोधन के बाविूद छोटे िाज्यों में दल बदल को िोक
पाना अब भी मुरककल है। 

- लेखक, हेमवती नंिन बहुगुणा केंद्रीय पवश्वपवद्यालय,
उत्तराखंड में सहायक प्राध्यापक हैं।

पकयान और मंजुला की नई-नई शािी हुई
थी। िोनों बहुत खुश थे। पकयान को पता
चला पक शहर में एक जाने-माने ज्योपतषी
आए हुए हैं। िोनों अगले पिन उनके पास
पहुंच गए। पकयान ने ज्योपतषी से कहा,
स्वामी जी, हमारे पास पकसी चीज की कमी
नहीं। हमारी सोच भी काफी पमलती है।
हमारे बीच कभी कोई परेशानी न आए,
इसका उपाय बताइए। ज्योपतषी बोले, आप
बस कोई एक ऐसा जोड़ा ढूंढ लीपजए, जो
हमेशा खुश रहता हो। उसके घर से उसका
एक कपड़ा लाकर अपने घर में रख
लीपजए। आपके घर में कभी कोई अशांपत
नहीं होगी। पकयान और मंजुला हमेशा खुश
रहने वाले जोड़े की तलाश में लग गए। उन्हें
पता चला पक राजपाल का पपरवार बहुत
खुश रहता है। उनके  घर पहुंचकर उन्होंने
िेखा पक राजपाल के पास तो अपनी पत्नी
के पलए समय ही नहीं है। जो आपस में बात
भी न करें, वे कैसे खुश रह सकते हैं, यह
सोचकर वे वहां से लौट गए। एक परश्तेिार
ने उन्हें िूसरे शहर में एक सुखी िंपपत के
बारे में बताया। वहां पहुंचकर उन्होंने पाया
पक वे खुश तो हैं, पर यह उनकी पहली
शािी नहीं। पकयान और मंजुला घर लौट
आए। कई शहरों की िौड़ और कई लोगों से
मुलाकात के बाि भी उन्हें ऐसा कोई िंपपत
नहीं पमला, जो हमेशा खुश रहता हो। पफर
उन्हें राजस्थान के एक सुखी पपरवार का पता
चला। उन्होंने िेखा पक वे बहुत गरीब हैं।
उनके पास खाना नहीं, पहनने को कपड़े
नहीं, घर की टपकती छत ठीक करवाने को
पैसे नहीं। उनके साथ िो पिन पबताने पर
उन्होंने पाया पक सचमुच वे बहुत खुश हैं।
पकयान ने उनसे पूछा, गरीबी में भी आप
इतना खुश कैसे रहते हैं? वे बोले, हम एक
िूसरे के पलए हैं, और एक िूसरे के साथ वह
सब कुछ हापसल कर सकते हैं, जो हम
चाहते हैं।

कैप्टन से तकरार 
चुनावों के नतीिे आने से पहले पंिाब के
मुख्यमंिी कैप्टन अमरिंदि रसंह औि उनके
असंतुष्ट मंिी नविोत रसंह रसद्धू के बीच िैसी
तकिाि चल िही है, उसे कांग्रेस पाटीथ के रलए
अच्छा नहीं कहा िा सकता। रथथरत यहां तक

पहुंच गई रक सूबे में ऐन मतदान के रदन 19 मई को कैप्टन ने
आिोप लगाया रक रसद्धू उनकी िगह मुख्यमंिी बनना चाहते
है! यह सािा झगिा लोकसभा चुनाव में रटकट बंटवािे से शुरू
हुआ, िब कांग्रेस ने रसद्धू की पत्नी नविोत कौि को चंडीगढ़
से रटकट नहीं रदया। रसद्धू औि उनकी पत्नी दोनों को लगता है
रक कैप्टन अमरिंदि रसंह की मिीथ से िानबूझकि उनका रटकट
काटा गया औि रफि इसे उन दोनों ने खुद की िरतष्ठा का िकन

बना रलया। रसद्धू भले यह कह िहे हों रक वह 2015 में परवि
ग्रंथ की बेअदबी किने वालों पि कािथवाई की मांग कि िहे हैं,
लेरकन िब उन्होंने अपनी पाटीथ के कुछ नेताओं पि पूवथ
मुख्यमंिी िकाश रसंह बादल के परिवाि औि अकाली दल को
चुनाव में फायदा पहुंचाने का आिोप लगाया, तो उसके रनरहताथथ
एकदम थपष्ट थे। ऐसे में भािपा महासरचव शहनवाि हुसैन के
इस बयान पि हैिानी नहीं होती रक रसद्धू के बयान से उनकी
पाटीथ को फायदा पहुंचा है! रसद्धू की सूबे में लोकरियता है औि
उनकी पत्नी भी रपछली अकाली-भािपा सिकाि में अहम पदों
पि िही हैं। यह संभव है रक कांग्रेस पाटीथ के नेताओं के
रखलाफ उनके आिोपों में सच्चाई भी हो, लेरकन रिस तिह से
उन्होंने इसे सावथिरनक रकया है, उससे तो उनकी अपनी छरव

ही खिाब हुई है। रसद्धू इससे पहले पारकथतान के िधानमंिी
इमिान खान के शपथ ग्रहण समािोह में शारमल होकि मुख्यमंिी
औि कांग्रेस पाटीथ, दोनों के रलए असहि रथथरत पैदा कि ही
चुके हैं। रसद्धू िािनीरतक रूप से महत्वाकांिी हैं, यह कोई
रछपी बात नहीं है औि इसमें कुछ गलत भी नहीं है, लेरकन
हकीकत यह है रक 2017 के रवधानसभा चुनाव में कांग्रेस
पाटीथ को भािी बहुमत रदलाने में कैप्टन अमरिंदि रसंह की
सबसे अहम भूरमका थी। पंिाब उन रगने-चुने िाज्यों में से है,
िहां आि कांग्रेस की सिकािें हैं, ऐसे में मुख्यमंिी औि एक
िभावशाली मंिी के बीच का यह रववाद रसफफ एक सूबे का
मामला नहीं है, बरकक यह कांग्रेस के शीषथ नेतृत्व की कमिोिी
को भी रदखाता है।
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पंजाब उन खगने-चुने िाज्यो् मे् से है, जहां आज कांग््ेस की सिकािे् है्, ऐसे मे् मुख्यमंत््ी औि एक प््भावशाली मंत््ी के बीच का यह खववाद
खसफ्फ एक सूबे का मामला नही् है, बल्कक यह कांग््ेस के शीष्थ नेतृत्व की कमजोिी को भी खदिाता है। 

खपछले कुछ महीने के भीति ही दख््िणी िाज्य तेलंगाना मे् कांग््ेस के 19 मंे से 12
खवधायक िीआिएस मे् चले गए है्। यखद एक औि खवधायक िीआिएस मे् चला जाता
है, तो वे दल बदल खविोधी कानून के तहत अयोग्य होने से बच जाएंगे। 

महे़द़़ बाबू
कुऱरा

लकयान, मंजूला
और खुशी

शिि खुिी को हम बाहर तलाि करते हैं,
वह और कहीं नहीं, अपने अंदर होती है।

आयरलैंड से आकर
बावलियां साफ करने में जुटा
मैं आयखरश हूं और फ्रयंस में पैदय हुआ हूं। लेखकन मैं भयरत से बहुत प्ययर
करतय हूं। मेरे दयदय भयरत में चीफ रेलवे इंजीखनयर थे। मुंबई-वड़ोदरय (बंबई-
बड़ौदय) रेलमयगा के खनमयाण में उनकी महत्वपूणा भूखमकय थी। उन्होंने अपने
जीवन कय बड़य खहस्सय भयरत में खबतययय। वह भयरतीय जीवन शैली के बड़े
प्रशंसक थे। नौकरी से खरटययर होने के बयद वह इंग्लैंड लौट गए। वह हमें
भयरत के बयरे में बतयते रहते थे, खजसकय असर मुझ पर पड़य और मुझमें
भयरत को नजदीक् से जयनने की इच्छय प्रबल होती गई। हयलयंखक भयरत
आने से पहले मैंने पयखकस्तयन में बीस सयल खबतयए। वहयं मैंने करयची के एक
बखिर स्कूल तथय प्रखसद्ध करयची ग्रयमर स्कूल में पढ़ययय। स्कूलों में पढ़यने के
अलयवय मैंने पययावरण संरक्षण से जुड़े कयम भी खकए। खसंि के कुछ स्कूलों
में भी मैंने अध्ययपन कय कयम खकयय। पढ़यने के कयम से ऊब जयने के बयद
मैं थयर मरुस्थल के उमरकोट शहर में चलय गयय, जहयं खहंदुओं की भी बड़ी
आबयदी है। पर पयखकस्तयन कय मेरय अनुभव अच्छय नहीं थय। लोग तो मुझसे

नयरयज रहते ही थे, खिखटश उच्चययोग तक ने
मेरय सहयोग नहीं खकयय।
वषा 2014 में मैं भयरत आ गयय। शुरुआती
कुछ वक्त मैंने इस देश को देिने में खबतययय।
उसके बयद मैं पययावरण के क्षेत्र में कयम करने
के अवसर ढूंढने लगय। आखिरकयर मैं
रयजस्थयन में जैसलमेर के एक गयंव हयडय में
रहने लगय। वहयं मैंने स्थयनीय लोगों की
सहययतय से एक बगीचय बनवययय, खजसमें
करीब एक हजयर पेड़ लगवयए। वहयं से मैं
जोिपुर चलय गयय। जोिपुर में बयवखड़यों ने
मेरय मन मोह खलयय। मैंने पढ़य थय खक भयरत में
कई जगह पीने कय पयनी इकट्ठय करने के
खलए बयवखड़ययं बनयई गई थीं। बयवखड़यों की
िूबसूरती देिकर मुझे अपने दयदय की ययद
आई, जो भयरतीय संस्कृखत की तयरीफ खकयय
करते थे। लेखकन बयवखड़यों की हयलत देिकर
मेरय मन दुिी हो गयय। मैंने स्थयनीय प्रशयसन

से लेकर एनजीओ तक से बयवखड़यों की सयफ-सफयई में मेरी मदद करने
के खलए कहय। लेखकन खकसी ने मेरी बयत नहीं सुनी। ऐसे मे, मैंने कुछ लोगों
की मदद ली और बयवखड़यों की सफयई में जुट गयय। ये बयवखड़ययं अब
शरयखबयों, जुआखरयों के अड्डों में बदल गई थीं, जहयं शरयब की ियली बोतलें,
बीड़ी-खसगरेट के टुकड़े और गंदगी भरी रहती थी। हयलयंखक सत्तर सयल की
उम्र में मेरे खलए एक जगह पर लंबे समय तक बैठनय कखठन है, इसके
बयवजूद मैं छह घंटे तक अपने स्वयंसेवकों के सयथ बयवखड़यों की सफयई में
लगय रहतय थय।
इस बीच मुझे मेहरयनगढ़ फोटट ट्रस्ट से मदद खमली। उसने हमें बयवखड़यों से
पयनी खनकयलने के खलए पंप तो खदए ही, खवत्तीय मदद दी और सयथ में पयंच से
दस स्वयंसेवक भी खदए। हर तीन से चयर महीने में एक बयर ट्रस्ट की ओर
से दो सौ स्वयंसेवक भेजे जयते थे, तो बयवखड़यों में इकट्ठय कूड़य खनकयलने
कय कयम करते थे। एक सयथ इतने लोगों को देिकर स्थयनीय लोग भी
कयम में हयथ बंटयने आ जयते थे। इससे स्थयनीय लोगों में यह भयवनय पैदय
हुई खक एक खवदेशी बुजुगा उनके आसपयस की गंदगी सयफ करने आयय है।
जो लोग कभी मुझे पयगल सयहब कहकर खचढ़यते थे, वे आज मेरय सम्मयन
करते हैं। मेरे खलए संतोष की बयत यह है खक स्थयनीय लोगों, छयत्रों और
युवयओं में यह सोच बन रही है खक केवल जल संकट से खनपटने के खलए
ही नहीं, पययावरण संरक्षण के खलए भी बयवखड़यों को बचययय जयनय चयखहए।   

- विविन्न साक्षात्कारों पर आधावरत।

एक शादीशुदा जोड़े की कहानी, जजसे
खुश रहने का राज एक गरीब दंपजि के
करीब जाने के बाद पिा चला।

कैिॉन िॉनस्ले

मंखजले़ औि भी है़ हखियाली औि िास़़ा

स्वामी िामतीथथ अमेरिका िा िहे थे। उनका िहाि सैनफ्रांरसथको
बंदिगाह पि पहुंचा, तो सभी यािी िकदी-िकदी सामान उतािने
लगे। लेरकन िामतीथथ हाथ में एक थैला रलए हुए एक ओि शांत
भाव से खिे थे। उनके चेहिे पि न कोई घबिाह्ट थी औि न
िकदी उतिने की कोई उतावली। एक अमेरिकी काफी देि से उन्हें
देखे िा िहा था। आरखिकाि उसने उनसे पूछ ही रलया,  आप

भाित से आए हुए लगते हैं। लेरकन िहाि
से अपना सामान तयों नहीं उतािते?  थवामी
िी शांत थवि में बोले, मैं सामान का बोझ
नहीं ढोता, रसफफ ज्ञान का अथथ समझता हूं।
वह अमेरिकी उनकी बात सुन हैिान हो
गया। उसने रफि पूछा, तो यहां कहां
ठहिेंगे? यहां आपका कोई न कोई रमि तो
होगा? थवामी िी बोले, हां, यहां मेिा एक
रमि तो है।
अमेरिकी ने अब सवालों की िैसे झिी

लगा दी, कौन है वह? उसका तया नाम है? तया वह आपको लेने
आ िहा है? थवामी िी ने उस व्यरतत के कंधे पि हाथ िखकि
मुथकिाते हुए कहा, समझ लीरिए रक मेिा वह रमि आप ही हैं।
िेम की परविता औि रनकछलता से भीग चुका वह व्यरतत
सचमुच थवामी िामतीथथ का रमि बन गया। िब तक थवामी िी
अमेरिका में िहे, उसी के यहां िहे। थवामी िी के ज्ञान औि
आत्मरवकवास ने उस व्यरतत को ही नहीं, उसके परिवाि औि रमिों
को भी थवामी का िी का रशष्य बना रदया।

-संकललत

सत़संग

सामान नहीं, ज्ञान
ख््िखिश दौि मंे मेिे दादा
यहां चीफ इंजीखनयि

रे। उन्ही् के खकस्सो् ने
मुझे भाित आने को

प््ेखित खकया। 

अपने पपता की एक झलक-मात्र मेरी आंखों
में है। मंपिर से आकर ब्राह्मण-वेश में
पकसी ने मेरे मुंह में एक आचमनी गंगाजल
डाल पिया, पजसमें बताशे घुले हुए थे। मैं मां
की गोि में था। उसने बतलाया, चरणामृत है
बेटे! पकतना मीठा! मैंने अपने पपता को बुरी
तरह बीमार िेखा, घर में चारों ओर पनराशा!
पपता का मरना ...आई का पछाड़ खा-
खाकर रोना मुझे याि है। यद्यपप तब मैं
बहुत छोटा, रोगीला, बेिम-जैसा बालक
था। जब मेरे पपता का िेहांत हुआ, मैं महज

िो साल और
छह महीनों का
था। यानी मैंने
जरा ही आंखें
खोलकर िुपनया
को िेखा, तो
मेरा कोई
सरपरस्त नहीं!
प्रायः जन्मजात
अनाथ, ऐसा
पजस पर पकसी

का भी वरिहस्त नहीं रहा। 
चाची मेरी आई से तो कसकर झगड़ती थीं,
लेपकन मुझे उनका वात्सल्य प्राप्त था। पाते
ही प्यार से, पुचकार से वह मुझे कुछ-न-
कुछ खाने को िेतीं। लेपकन इसका पता
लगते ही मेरी आई मुझे पलटाकर, िेवरानी
को पिखा-पिखा, सुना-सुनाकर धमार की
धुन में धमकती थीं।
क्रोध माता करे या पपता, पपत करे या पत्नी,
बालक करे या युवा, होता है - पाप का
मूल। मेरी आई परम क्रोधनी थीं, साथ ही
परम भोली।
वह पपरश्रमी भी जबरिस्त थीं। हमारे लंबे-
चौड़े िपरद्र कच्चे घर को होली-पिवाली पर
वह अकेले ही कछाड़ बांधकर पोतती या
पीली पमट्टी से पिव्य कर िेती थीं। फटे-
पुराने कपड़ों की कंथा ऐसी सी िेती थीं,
पजसे सिीी के पिनों में वरिान की तरह लोग
ओढ़ते-पबछाते थे। कागज गला पल्प बना
उसकी भद्िी टोकपरयां बना लेती थीं। सीक
के पंखे तो खासे बना लेती थीं। ब्याह-गौना,
कथा वगैरह में सामपयक गीत गाने वापलयों
में वह आगे ही रहना चाहती थीं। 

-पिवंगत पहंिी सापहत्यकार

पांडेय बेचन शम्ाथ उग्् 

अंतर्ध्वनि

क्रोध चाहे कोई 
करे, वह पाप का
मूल होता है

जो
केवल अतीत या

वत्थमान को देिता है, वह
खनख््ित र्प से भखवष्य को

िो देता है...  
-जॉि एफ कैिेडी

तेलंगाना में दल बदल का खेल

मरेिका तया ईिान क े साथ
यदु्ध की ओि बढ़ िहा ह?ै
वाथतव में अमरेिका पहल ेही
एक दलदल में फसंा हुआ
ह।ै यमन क ेरनिथथक यदु्ध में
अमरेिका अब तक लगभग

ढाई लाख मौतों में उलझ गया ह,ै रिनमें स ेअनके
बच्च ेहैं, िो भखू क ेकािण मि गए। कछु ही रदनों
पहल ेबम धमाक े(सभंवतः अमरेिका रनरमथत) में
चाि यमनी बच्च ेमाि ेगए। वहां हि बािह रमनट में
एक बच्चा मि िाता ह।ै कई बिु े रखलारियों की
विह स ेयमन एक िरटल िगह ह,ै लरेकन मलू
बात यह ह ैरक चूरंक अमरेिका की दकुमनी ईिान के
िरत ह ैऔि सऊदी अिब क ेसाथ उसक ेअच्छे
रिकत ेहैं, इसरलए वह यमनी बच्चों को भखू औि
बम धमाकों में मिन ेमें मदद कि िहा ह।ै 

ििे में तनाव बढ़न ेक ेसाथ सऊदी अिब अब
अमरेिका को दकुमनी बढ़ान ेऔि ईिान पि सनै्य
हमल ेकिन ेक े रलए उकसा िहा ह।ै बहृथपरतवाि
को सऊदी सिकाि स ेसबंद्ध अरब न्यजू न ेरलखा-
'अमरेिका को ईिान पि किा हमला किना चारहए।' 

यह 2015 में सऊदी अिब की नीरत थी, िब
वहां क ेउन्मत्त यवुिाि मोहम्मद रबन सलमान ने
यमन में हथतिपे रकया था। वह अपनी कठोिता
रदखाना चाहत े थ े औि यह मानत े थ े रक उनके
सशथि बल ईिान समरथथत गटु हूती रवद्रोरहयों को
कचुल देंग।े इसक ेबिाय सऊदी अिब क ेहथतिपे
क े परिणामथवरूप यमन में ईिान का िभाव बढ़
गया। रिस ेसयंतुत िाष्ट्र दरुनया का बदति मानवीय
सकंट कहता ह,ै सऊदी अिब न े उस े बढ़ान े में
मदद की ह।ै अब िब रफि स े ईिान क े साथ
अमरेिकी सघंषथ की बात हवा में तिै िही ह,ै यमन
यह याद रदलाता ह ै रक यदु्ध में शारमल होना
आसान ह,ै िबरक उसस ेरनकलना मरुककल। 

व ेसउदी अिब औि सयंतुत अिब अमीिात ही

हं,ै रिन्होंने ेयमन पि बम रगिाए, लरेकन वारशंगटन
हरथयािों औि खरुफया सचूनाओं की आपरूतथ किता
ह,ै िो इस यदु्ध को अरनरकचतकाल तक खींचने
की अनमुरत दतेा ह।ै अमरेिकी नीरत यमनी बच्चों
को भखु स ेमिन ेदने ेका समथथन किती ह,ै तयोंरक
व ेईिान स ेसबंद्ध एक गटु स ेशारसत हैं। 

यह पिपातपणूथ मदु्दा नहीं होना चारहए। यमन
में पवूथ िाष्ट्रपरत बिाक ओबामा न ेसऊदी अिब का
समथथन रकया था, औि ट्रपं न े उस समथथन को

दोगनुा कि रदया। ज्यादाति िाष्ट्रपरत उम्मीदवािों ने
( बनीथ सैंडसथ को छोिकि, िो यमन यदु्ध क ेसख्त
रविोधी थ)े यमन का ज्यादा रिक्र नहीं रकया औि
िनता न ेभी उस पि कोई ध्यान नहीं रदया। मैं इसके
बाि ेमें आरंशक रूप स े रलख िहा हू,ं तयोंरक मैं
रपछल े वषथ सऊदी नाकाबदंी क े दौिान रछपत-े
रछपात ेयमन चला गया था, िहां अपन ेिािा चकुाए
गए कि को वहां बच्चों को भखू ेमािन ेमें मददगाि
होत ेदखे थतब्ध था। 

अमरेिकी ससंद न ेयदु्ध में अमरेिकी भागीदािी
खत्म किन ेक े रलए एक रिदलीय िथताव पारित
रकया, लरेकन रपछल ेमहीन ेिाष्ट्रपरत ट्रपं न ेइस पि
वीटो कि रदया। सयंतुत िाष्ट्र का एक हारलया
अध्ययन बताता ह ै रक यरद यदु्ध इस वषथ समाप्त
होता ह,ै तो इसमें 2,33,000 लोग माि ेिाएंग ेऔि
अगि यह 2022 तक िािी िहता ह,ै तो कलु
4,82,000 लोगों क े माि े िान े की आशकंा ह।ै
सयंतुत िाष्ट्र का अनमुान ह ै रक अगि यह यदु्ध
2030 तक िािी िहता ह,ै तो 18 लाख लोग मािे
िाएंग।े सयंतुत िाष्ट्र क े यमन रथथत मानवीय
समन्वयक रलस ेग्रैंड ेन ेइसी महीन ेमझु ेबताया, 'हि
महीन ेचीिें औि बिुी होती िा िही हैं। आि यमन
में कोई भी ऐसा व्यरतत काम नहीं कि िहा, िो यह
न मानता हो रक इस भयानक, सवंदेनहीन सकंट
का एकमाि समाधान सघंषथ को समाप्त किना ह।ै
हमें इस तथ्य का सामना किना होगा रक यरद यदु्ध
रखंचता ह,ै तो यमन रवफल िाज्य हो िाएगा औि
पीरढ़यों तक अरथथि िहगेा। लगभग हि परिवाि ने
रकसी न रकसी को खोया ह,ै हि परिवाि भखूा ह,ै
बच्च ेथकलू स ेबाहि हैं या हिै ेस ेसघंषथ कि िहे
हैं। यह समझना बहुत मरुककल ह ै रक तयों इतने
मासमू लोगों की िान इतनी कम लगती ह।ै'

सऊदी अिब क ेउन्मत्त यवुिाि िािा यमन में
िकदबािी में रकया गया हथतिपे न कवेल उकटा
पि गया, बरकक उसन ेईिान की मदद की। लरेकन
सीएनएन की िांच में यह भी पाया गया रक इसने
अल कायदा स ेििु ेलिाकों को अमरेिकी हरथयाि
दने े क े रलए सऊदी अिब को िरेित रकया।
अिािकता क ेकािण हिैा फलै गया, िो हाल में
औि रबगि गया, वषथ 2019 में अब तक
3,00,000 स ेअरधक सरंदजध मामल ेसामन ेआए।

ईिान औि हूती रवद्रोरहयों न ेभी बिुा व्यवहाि
रकया ह,ै लरेकन यमनी बच्चों क े रखलाफ यदु्ध
अपिाध का समथथन अमरेिरकयों का सबस ेखिाब

बहाना ह।ै सऊदी अिब औि सयंतुत अिब
अमीिात अब यमन यदु्ध क ेिरत उतन ेउत्साही नहीं
हैं, लरेकन व ेयदु्ध छोिना औि ईिान व हूरतयों को
नहीं िीतन ेदनेा चाहत।े ऐस ेमें, मानना मुर्ककल है
रक इस मदु्द ेपि अमरेिका क ेबल ियोग क ेबगिै
यह यदु्ध खत्म हो सकता ह।ै

ट्रपं न ेकहा ह ैरक अगि अमरेिका सऊदी अिब
को हरथयाि नहीं बचेता ह,ै तो रूस या चीन उसे
हरथयाि दगेा। लरेकन सऊदी अिब को अमरेिकी
थपयेसथ पार्सथ की िरूित ह,ै औि यह आरंशक रूप
स ेअंतरनथरहत सिुिा गािटंी क े रलए भी अमरेिकी
हरथयाि खिीदता ह,ै िो उनक ेसाथ आता ह।ै कोई
भी अन्य दशे ऐसी सिुिा उपलब्ध नहीं किाता ह।ै 

ब्ररूकंग इथंटीट्यशून में परकचम एरशया के
रवशषेज्ञ ब्रसू रिडले का कहना ह ैरक सऊदी सनेा
अमरेिकी थपयेसथ पार्सथ, लॉरिरथटक औि गोला-
बारूद पि रनभथि ह।ै अगि वारशंगटन अपनी
रवशाल ताकत का इथतमेाल किता ह,ै तो सऊदी
अिब क ेपास यदु्ध को खत्म किन ेक ेरसवा औि
कोई चािा नहीं ह।ै अमरेिका ईिान क ेसाथ टकिाव
क े बढ़त े िोरखम की ओि बढ़ िहा ह ै औि
अमरेिकी नौसनेा रवशषे रूप स ेफािस की खािी
में एक दघुथटना क ेबाि ेमें रचंरतत ह,ै िो यदु्ध के
समय बढ़ती ह।ै वषथ 1988 में ऐस ेही तनाव के
दौिान अमरेिका न े गलती स े एक ईिानी यािी
रवमान को माि रगिाया था, रिसमें सवाि 290 लोग
माि ेगए थ।े 

इसरलए ईिान क ेसाथ सीध ेयदु्ध क ेिोरखम को
कम किन े क े रलए अमरेिका को काम किना
चारहए। लरेकन ईिान की सीमा क ेबाहि इस पिुाने
औि शमथनाक यदु्ध को भी नहीं भलूना चारहए :
यमन में बच्चों को भखू स ेमिन ेऔि उनक ेऊपि
बमबािी क ेरलए अमरेिकी समथथन खत्म कि दनेे
का वतत आ गया ह।ै 
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क़या ईिाि से बढ़िा ििार युद़़ मे़ बदलेगा
अ

खिकोलस ख़़िस़टॉफ

पूऱव अमेखिकी िाष़़़़पखि

अमेखिका जब पहले ही यमन के
खनिर्थक युद्् मे् फंसा हुआ है, तब
सऊदी अिब के उकसावे पि ईिान
पि उसके हमला किने के भीषण
नतीजे हो्गे।

खुली खखड़की
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चीनी खिलौने
का दबदबा

खिलौने और गेम्स के खनययात में चीन कय दबदबय
कययम है, उसके बयद पोलैंड और खिटेन कय स्थयन
आतय है।

चीन

पोलैंड

7.23

मैशसिको

1.61

कनाडा

0.89

थाईलैंड

0.77

स्लोवाशकया

0.62

डेनमाकक

आंकड़े-अरब डॉलर
में, वषष 2018 के

0.89

इंडोनेशिया

0.51शिटेन

2.52
2.89

स्वीडन

0.57
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ÙÌèÁð âð ·¤§ü âßæÜ ¹Ç¸ð ãUô ÚUãðU
ãñ´UÐ ¥Ü»�¥Ü» ×èçÇØæ â´SÍæÙ
×ÌÎæÙ ·ð¤ ÕæÎ âßðü ·¤ÚU·ð¤ °ç‚ÁÅU
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â¢ÖæßÙæ ÁÌæ§ü »§ü ãñU
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Ìç×ÜÙæÇéU ·ð¤ ©UÂ ×é�Ø×¢˜æè ¥æñÚU ¥ç¹Ü ÖæÚUÌèØ ¥‹Ùæ ¼ýçßÇ¸U
×é‹Ùð˜æ ·¤á»× ·ð¤ â×‹ßØ·¤ ¥æð ÂÙèÚUâðËß× ·ð¤ ÕðÅðU ¥æð Âè
ÚUßè´¼ýÙæÍ çÂÀUÜð çÎÙæð´ ©Uâ â×Ø çßßæÎæð´ ×ð´ çƒæÚU »° ÁÕ °·¤
×¢çÎÚU ×ð´ ©UÙ·¤æ Ùæ× ÌðÙè Üæð·¤âÖæ ÿæð˜æ ·ð¤ âæ¢âÎ ·ð¤ M¤Â ×ð´
©UçËÜç¹Ì ·¤ÚU çÎØæ »ØæÐ »æñÚUÌÜÕ ãñU ç·¤ ¥Öè Üæð·¤âÖæ ¿éÙæß
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ßáæðZ ×ð´ âæßüÁçÙ·¤ ÕãUâ ×ð´ ¥æÚUæðÂ ÂýˆØæÚUæðÂ
ÕÉ¸U »° ãñ´UÐ ØãU ·¤ãUÙæ ©Uç¿Ì ãUæð»æ ç·¤ §ââð
ÂãUÜð ·ð¤ ¿éÙæß ¥æØæð» Ùð Öè ·¤æð§ü ÕãéUÌ
¥çÏ·¤ ÂýçÌDïUæ ÙãUè´ ¥çÁüÌ ·¤è ãñUÐ Ù ãUè
©UÙâð çÙÂÅUÙð ßæÜð ÚUæÁÙèçÌ·¤ ÂýçÌDïUæÙ Ùð
°ðâæ ·é¤ÀU ç·¤Øæ ãñUÐ ßáü w®®~ ·¤æ ©UÎæãUÚU‡æ
ãU×æÚðU âæ×Ùð ãñ ÁÕ ×é�Ø çÙßæü¿Ù ¥æØé€Ì

°Ù »æðÂæÜSßæ×è Ùð ¥ÂÙð âãUØæð»è ÙßèÙ
¿æßÜæ ·¤æð ãUÅUæÙð ·¤è ¥Ùéàæ¢âæ ·¤è Íè €Øæð´ç·¤
©U‹ãð´U ·¤æ¢»ýðâ ÂæÅUèü ·ð¤ ·¤ÚUèÕ ×æÙæ ÁæÌæ ÍæÐ
ßáü w®®w ×ð´ ×æðÎè Ùð »éÁÚUæÌ ·ð¤ ×é�Ø×¢˜æè
·ð¤ ÂÎ ÂÚU ÚUãUÌð ãéU° ·¤ãUæ Íæ ç·¤ Ìˆ·¤æÜèÙ
×é�Ø çÙßæü¿Ù ¥æØé€Ì Áð °× çÜ¢»ÎæðãU Ùð
»éÁÚUæÌ ×ð´ âæ¢ÂýÎæçØ·¤ Î¢»æð ´ ·ð¤ ÕæÎ ÁËÎè
¿éÙæß ·¤ÚUæÙð ·¤è ©UÙ·¤è ×æ¢» §âçÜ° ÆéU·¤ÚUæ
Îè Íè €Øæð´ç·¤ ßãU §üâæ§ü ÍðÐ âÙ v~}~ ×ð´
çÙßæü¿Ù ¥æØæð» ·¤æð ÌèÙ âÎSØèØ §âçÜ°
ÕÙæØæ »Øæ €Øæð ´ç·¤ Ìˆ·¤æÜèÙ çÙßæü¿Ù
¥æØé€Ì ¥æÚUßè°â ÂðÚUè àææS˜æè Ùð ·é¤ÀU …ØæÎæ
ãUè SßÌ¢˜æÌæ ·¤æ ÂçÚU¿Ø çÎØæ ÍæÐ àææS˜æè
·¤æð ©UÙ·ð¤ ÎæñÚU ×ð´ ·é¤ÀU ÃØæÂ·¤ ¿éÙæß âéÏæÚU
ÜæÙð ·¤ð ÂýØæâ ·ð¤ çÜ° Öè ÁæÙæ ÁæÌæ ãñUÐ
âßæðü“æ ‹ØæØæÜØ Ùð §âð ¹æçÚUÁ ·¤ÚU çÎØæ

Íæ Üðç·¤Ù v~~x ×ð´ ÅUè°Ù àæðáÙ Ùð §âð ÎæðÕæÚUæ
àæéM¤ ç·¤ØæÐ ©UÙ·¤è SßæØžæÌæ Ùð Ì×æ×
ÚUæÁÙèçÌ·¤ ÎÜæð´ ·¤æð ¥âãUÁ ·¤ÚU çÎØæ ÍæÐ
àææS˜æè ¥æñÚU àæðáÙ ÎæðÙæð´ Ùð ¿éÙæß ¥æØæð» ·¤è
çÙcŒæÿæÌæ ·ð¤ Ù° ×æÙ·¤ ÌØ ç·¤°Ð ©Uâ ß€Ì
Ì·¤ §âð °·¤ ¥Ùé»æ×è â¢»ÆUÙ ·¤è ÀUçß
ãUæçâÜ Íè Üðç·¤Ù ÕæÎ ×ð´ ØãU â¢SÍæ»Ì
çÙcÂÿæÌæ ·¤è ç×âæÜ ÕÙ »ØæÐ ØãU ÂýçÌDïUæ
w®®® ·ð¤ Îàæ·¤ ×ð´ »æØÕ ãUæðÙð Ü»èÐ §â·¤è
·¤×ÁæðÚUè ·¤æ °·¤ çâÚUæ ØãU Öè ãñU ç·¤ ØãUæ¢
ãUæðÙð ßæÜè çÙØéç€ÌØæ¢ ßãU ·¤æØüÂæçÜ·¤æ
·¤ÚUÌè ãñU çÁâ·¤è çÙ»ÚUæÙè ·¤æ ·¤æ× ¥æØæð»
·ð¤ Âæâ ãñUÐ ©Uâ çÜãUæÁ âð Îð¹ð´ Ìæð Üßæâæ
Ùð â¿ ÕæðÜ·¤ÚU ¥âæÏæÚU‡æ âæãUâ çÎ¹æØæ
ãñUÐ ØãU Îé¹Î ãñU ç·¤ ¥æØæð» Ùð ©UÙ·¤è
âéçß¿æçÚUÌ ÎëçCïU ·¤æð Ù·¤æÚU çÎØæ ãñUÐ

âãUè ¥æñÚU »ÜÌ!

ßáü vw ¥¢·¤ }®

ßáü w®vy ·ð¤ ¥æ× ¿éÙæß ×ð´
ÖæÚUÌèØ ÁÙÌæ ÂæÅUèü (ÖæÁÂæ) Ùð
¥ÂÙð ¿éÙæß ƒææðá‡ææ Â˜æ ·ð¤ Îæð

â¢S·¤ÚU‡æ âæßüÁçÙ·¤ ç·¤° ÍðÐ °·¤ ÀUæðÅUæ
¥æñÚU ÎêâÚUæ ÕÇ¸UæÐ ×ñ´Ùð ÀUæðÅðU â¢S·¤ÚU‡æ ·¤æð
¥ÂÙð ÜñÂÅUæòÂ ·¤è S·ý¤èÙ ÂÚU âðß ç·¤Øæ
ÍæÐ ×éÛæð Ü»æ ç·¤ ¿ê¢ç·¤ °·¤ ¥Ü» âÚU·¤æÚU
·¤æ ßæÎæ ç·¤Øæ »Øæ Íæ ¥æñÚU ·¤ãUæ »Øæ Íæ
‹ØêÙÌ× âÚU·¤æÚUè ãUSÌÿæðÂ ·ð¤ âæÍ
¥çÏ·¤Ì× àææâÙ ãUæð»æ, °ðâð ×ð´ ×ñ´ Îðàæ ×ð´
¥æ ÚUãðU ÕÎÜæß ·¤æð ÎÁü ·¤ÚUÙæ ¿æãUÌæ ÍæÐ
·¤ÚUèÕ ÀUãU ×ãUèÙð ÕæÎ ×ñ´Ùð ©Uâð ãUÅUæ çÎØæÐ
×ñ´Ùð ŠØæÙ çÎØæ ç·¤ ·ð¤ßÜ ÙðÌëˆß ×ð´ ÕÎÜæß
¥æØæ ãñU, âÚU·¤æÚU ·ð¤ ·¤æ×·¤æÁ ×ð´ ·¤æð§ü
ÉUæ¢¿æ»Ì ÂçÚUßÌüÙ ÙãUè´ ¥æØæ ãñUÐ

çÙçà¿Ì ÌæñÚU ÂÚU ÕæÎ ·ð¤ ßáæðZ ×ð´ ãUæÜæÌ
¥æñÚU ¹ÚUæÕ ãéU°Ð §â ×ãUèÙð ·ð¤ àæéL¤¥æÌè
Îæð â#æãU ×ð´ ãU×ð´ °ðâè âéç¹üØæ¢ Îð¹Ùð ·¤æð
ç×Üè´, Ò×æL¤çÌ Ùð ×æ¢» ×ð´ ·¤×è ·ð¤ ¿ÜÌð
ÌèâÚðU ×ãUèÙð �æè ©UˆÂæÎÙ ƒæÅUæØæÐÓ Òwv
×ãUèÙæð ´ ×ð´ ÂãUÜè ÕæÚU Îðàæ ·ð¤ ¥æñlæðç»·¤
©UˆÂæÎÙ ×ð´ ·¤×èÐÓ Òçßžæ ßáü w®v~ ×ð´
ßëçf ÎÚU ÌèÙ ßáü ·ð¤ çÙ¿Üð SÌÚU ÂÚUÐÓ
Ò¥æ§üÕèâè Öè È¢¤âð ãéU° ·¤Áü âð â¢Õ¢çÏÌ
ÂéÚUæÙð çßÈ¤Ü ·¤æÙêÙæð´ ·¤è ÚUæãU ÂÚUÓ Øæ çÈ¤ÚU

ÒÙÚð ´ U¼ý ×æðÎè ·¤è âÕâð çßçàæCïU ¥æçÍü·¤
ÙèçÌØæ¢ âÕâð ÕéÚUè âæçÕÌ ãéU§ZÐÓ ¥æç¹ÚU
»ÜÌè ·¤ãUæ¢ ãéU§ü?

×æðÎè âÚU·¤æÚU mUæÚUæ çßçÖ‹Ù ØæðÁÙæ¥æð´
·¤è àæéL¤¥æÌ ·¤è ƒææðá‡ææ ·ð¤ °·¤ ßáü ÕæÎ
Üð¹·¤ ¥æñÚU çß¿æÚU·¤ ¥L¤‡æ àææñÚUè Ùð ·¤ãUæ
Íæ ç·¤ ·¤æ´»ýðâÙèÌ â´Âý» âÚU·¤æÚU ×ð´ »æØ
·¤æð àææç×Ü ·¤ÚU çÎØæ Áæ° Ìæð ØãU âÚU·¤æÚU
ßñâè ãUè ãñUÐ ØãU ÃØæ�Øæ ¥Î÷ÖéÌ ÍèÐ â´Âý»
·¤è ÎæðÙæð´ âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤è ÂãU¿æÙ Íè ÚUæðÁ»æÚU
»æÚ´UÅUè ØæðÁÙæ°´, âÚU·¤æÚUè ÿæð˜æ ·¤è
¥ÙéˆÂæÎ·¤ ·´¤ÂçÙØæð´ ·¤æð Ü»æÌæÚU â×ÍüÙ,
âæ´ÆU»æ´ÆU ·ð¤ âæÍ ÕéçÙØæÎè ÂçÚUØæðÁÙæ¥æð´
·¤è Üæ»Ì ×ð´ ¥ÙæßàØ·¤ §UÁæÈ¤æ, ¥æŠææÚU
Áñâè çßßæÎæSÂÎ ØæðÁÙæ, ÚUæÁ·¤æðcæèØ ƒææÅðU
·¤æð çÀUÂæÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° ÕÁÅU ×ð´ ·¤ÚUæ×æÌ, ·¤ÚU
¥æÌ´·¤, ç·¤âæÙæð´ ·ð¤ çÜ° Üæð·¤ÜéÖæßÙßæÎ
¥æçÎÐ ÚUæÁ» âÚU·¤æÚU ×ð´ Öè ·¤æÈ¤è ·é¤ÀU
°ðâæ ãUè ÍæÐ

ÖæÁÂæÙèÌ âÚU·¤æÚU SÂcÅU ÕãéU×Ì ·ð¤
âæÍ âžææ ×ð´ ¥æ§üU ÍèÐ x® ßáü ·ð¤ ¥´ÌÚUæÜ
·ð¤ ÕæÎ ç·¤âè âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤æð ÕãéU×Ì ç×Üæ
ÍæÐ ØãU ¥ÂýˆØæçàæÌ ÕãéU×Ì ÚUæðÁ»æÚU ¥æñÚU
çß·¤æâ ·ð¤ çÜ° ÍæÐ §Uâ·ð¤ ÕÁæØ
ÂýŠææÙ×´˜æè ÙÚÔU´¼ý ×æðÎè Ùð â´Âý» ·¤è ØæðÁÙæ¥æð´

·¤æ Ùæ× ÕÎÜ·¤ÚU ©U‹ãð´U ¥æ»ð ÕÉ¸UæÙæ àæéM¤
·¤ÚU çÎØæÐ âÚU·¤æÚU Ùð ×é¼ýæ Ùæ×·¤ «¤‡æ
ØæðÁÙæ àæéM¤ ·¤èÐ âÚU·¤æÚUè ÿæð˜æ ×ð´ ·¤æð§ü U
âéŠææÚU ÙãUè´ ç·¤Øæ »Øæ, ·¤æð§üU âæÍü·¤
çßçÙßðàæ ÙãUè´, Áæð ÍæðÇ¸æ ÕãéUÌ ãéU¥æ Öè
ßãU ÕãéUÌ âæÍü·¤ ÙãUè´ ÍæÐ ç×âæÜ ·ð¤ ÌæñÚU
ÂÚU ¥æð°ÙÁèâè mUæÚUæ çã´UÎéSÌæÙ ÂðÅþUæðçÜØ×
·¤æð ¹ÚUèÎÙæ ¥æñÚU ÂæßÚU È¤æ§UÙñ´â ·¤æòŒææðüÚÔUàæÙ
mUæÚUæ M¤ÚUÜ §UÜðç€ÅþUçÈ¤·ð¤àæÙ ·¤æð ¹ÚUèÎÙæÐ
âÚU·¤æÚUè ·´¤ÂçÙØæð ´ âð ÜæÖæ´àæ ·ð¤ M¤Â ×ð´
ãUÁæÚæð´ ·¤ÚUæðÇ¸ L¤ÂØð ·¤è ÚUæçàæ Üè »§üUÐ ©UÙ×ð´
âð ·¤§üU ·ð¤ Âæâ Ìæð ßðÌÙ ÎðÙð Ì·¤ ·ð¤ çÜ°
Âñâð ÙãUè´ ãñ´UÐ âÚU·¤æÚUè Õñ´·¤æð´ ×ð´ Sßæç×ˆß,
ÖýcÅUæ¿æÚU ¥æñÚU ÁßæÕÎðãUè ·¤è ·¤×è ·¤è
çSÍçÌ ×ð´ ·¤æð§üU âéŠææÚU Îð¹Ùð ·¤æð ÙãUè´ ç×Üæ
ãñUÐ ·¤ÚUÎæÌæ¥æð´ ·¤è ãUÁæÚUæð´ ·¤ÚUæðÇ¸ L¤ÂØð ·¤è
ÚUæçàæ §UÙ Õñ´·¤æð ´ ×´ð ÇUæÜè »§üU Ìæç·¤ Øð
ÂçÚU¿æçÜÌ ãUæðÌð ÚUãU â·ð´¤Ð âçŽâÇUè ·¤×
·¤ÚUÙð ßæÜè ÂçÚUØæðÁÙæ ·ð¤ ÕÁæØ ¥æŠææÚU
çÙ»ÚUæÙè ·¤ÚUÙð ·¤æ ©UÂæØ ÕÙ »Øæ ãñUÐ
‹ØêÙÌ× âÚU·¤æÚU, ¥çŠæ·¤Ì× àææâÙ ·¤è ÕæÌ
¿éÅU·é¤Üæ âæçÕÌ ãéU§üU ãñUÐ

ßSÌé °ß´ âðßæ ·¤ÚU ÌÍæ â´Âý» âÚU·¤æÚU
mUæÚUæ ÂýSÌæçßÌ «¤‡æàææðŠæÙ ¥ÿæ×Ìæ °ß´
çÎßæçÜØæ â´çãUÌæ (¥æ§üUÕèâè) ×æðÎè

âÚU·¤æÚU ·ð¤ Îæð ÕÇ¸ð âéŠææÚU ãñ ´ UÐ ÂÚ´UÌé ©U“æ
Áè°âÅUè ÎÚUæð ´ ¥æñÚU ÂéÚUæÌÙÂ´Íè çÙØ×æð´ Ùð
·¤§üU ÌÚUãU ·¤è â×SØæ°´ ÂñÎæ ·¤è´Ð
Ùæñ·¤ÚUàææãUè ¥æñÚU çÎ€·¤ÌÎðãU ¥æ§üUÕèâè ÉUæ´¿ð
Ùð ØãU ÌØ ·¤ÚU çÎØæ ç·¤ Ù§üU ÃØßSÍæ Öè
ÂéÚUæÙð çÎßæçÜØæ ·¤æÙêÙæð ´ ·¤è ãUè »çÌ ·¤æð
ÂýæŒˆæ ãUæðÐ âæñÎðÕæÁè, Ü´Õè çÙçc·ý¤ØÌæ ¥æñÚU
¥ÙâéÜÛæð ×æ×Üæð´ ·¤è Ü´Õè âê¿è §Uâ·¤æ
©UÎæãUÚU‡æ ÕÙ »§üUÐ

¥Õ âð ·é¤ÀU â#æãU ×ð´ Ù§üU âÚU·¤æÚU
·¤æØüÖæÚU â´ÖæÜ Üð»èÐ ßãU ÉUæ´¿æ»Ì
ÕÎÜæß ÜæÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° €Øæ ·¤ÚU â·¤Ìè ãñU?
Ì·¤Ùè·¤è ÎéçÙØæ ×ð´ ·¤ãUæ ÁæÌæ ãñU ç·¤ ç·¤âè
Öè ¿èÁ ·¤æð Îâ »éÙæ ¥Ü» ÕÙæØæ Áæ°
ÌÖè ßãU Üæð»æð ´ ·¤æ ŠØæÙ ¥æ·¤çáüÌ ·¤ÚU
ÂæÌè ãñUÐ »ÚUèÕè ×ð´ Áè ÚUãðU Üæ¹æð´ ÖæÚUÌèØæð´
·ð¤ ÁèßÙ ×ð´ ÕÇ¸æ ÕÎÜæß ÜæÙð ·ð¤ çÜ°
ãU×ð´ Öè àææâÙ ×ð´ v® »éÙæ ¥´ÌÚU ÂñÎæ ·¤ÚUÙæ
ãUæð»æÐ °ðâæ ·¤ÚUÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° ¥Õ Ì·¤ ©UÆUæ°
»° ·¤Î×æð´ âð ·é¤ÀU ¥Ü» âæð¿Ùæ ãUæð»æÐ
ØæðÁÙæ°´, âçŽâÇUè ¥æñÚU ·¤ÚU ÕÉ¸Uæ·¤ÚU §Uâð
ãUæçâÜ ÙãUè´ ç·¤Øæ Áæ â·¤Ìæ ãñUÐ ãU×æÚÔU
L¤¹ ×ð´ ÉUæ´¿æ»Ì ÕÎÜæß ¥æßàØ·¤ ãñUÐ
âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤æð ¹éÎ ·¤æ× ·¤ÚUÙð ·ð¤ ÕÁæØ âðßæ
ÂýÎæÌæ ÕÙÙæ ãUæð»æÐ °ðâæ ·¤ÚU·ð¤ ãUè L¤¹ ×ð´
v® »éÙæ ÕÎÜæß ÜæØæ Áæ â·ð¤»æÐ

ãU×ð´ ØãU Ø·¤èÙ çÎÜæØæ »Øæ ãñU ç·¤
âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤è ÙçèÌØæ´ ¥æñÚU ©Uâ·ð¤ ·¤Î× ãUè
ãUÚU â×SØæ ·¤æ â×æŠææÙ ·¤ÚU â·¤Ìð ãñ´ UÐ
çÈ¤ÚU ¿æãðU ×æ×Üæ ·ë¤çá «¤‡æ ·¤æ ãUæð,
ÚUæðÁ»æÚU ·¤æ, ¥æßæâ ·¤æ, ¹ÚUæÕ SßæS‰Ø
âéçßŠææ¥æð ´ ·¤æ Øæ ¹ÚUæÕ ÕéçÙØæÎè ÉUæ´¿ð
·¤æÐ ÕãUÚUãUæÜ, ¥»ÚU ãU× ¥çŠæ·¤ »ãUÚUæ§üU
×ð Áæ°´ Ìæð ãU×ð´ ÂÌæ ¿Üð»æ ç·¤ âÚU·¤æÚU
¥ÂÙð ¥æÂ ×ð´ â×SØæ ãñU, Ù ç·¤ ãUÜÐ ãUÚU
ƒææðÅUæÜæ Øæ ãUÚU Õð·¤æÚU ãUæðÙð ßæÜð ÃØØ ·¤è
ÁÇ¸ Üæ§Uâð´çâ´», âÚU·¤æÚUè ÿæð˜æ, çÙçßÎæ Øæ
¥ÂæÚUÎàæèü ÃØßSÍæ ×ð´ çÙçãUÌ ãUæðÌè
ãñUÐ §UÙ·ð¤ çÜ° ¥·ð¤Üð âÚU·¤æÚU ãUè
©UžæÚUÎæØè ãñUÐ

âÙ v~z® ¥æñÚU v~{® ·ð¤ Îàæ·¤ ×ð´ °·¤
ß€Ì Íæ ÁÕ çÙÁè Âê´Áè ¥æñÚU ·¤æñàæÜ ÎéÜüÖ
Íð ¥æñÚU âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤æð ¥æñlæðç»·¤ ÂçÚUØæðÁÙæ°´
SÍæçÂÌ ·¤ÚUÙè ÂÇ¸Ìè Íè´Ð ÌÕ âð ¥Õ Ì·¤
âÚU·¤æÚU Ùð ¥ÕæŠæ »çÌ âð çßSÌæÚU ç·¤Øæ
ãñUÐ §Uââð çÙÁè ©UÂ·ý¤×æð´ ·¤æ çß·¤æâ âèç×Ì
ãéU¥æÐ âæ´ÆU»æ´ÆU ßæÜð Âê´ÁèßæÎ ¥æñÚU
ÖýcÅUæ¿æÚU ·ð¤ ©UÖæÚU ·ð¤ ¿ÜÌð ·¤§üU
ÂýçÌÖæßæÙ ÖæÚUÌèØæð ´ Ùð Îðàæ âð ÕæãUÚU ·¤æ
L¤¹ ç·¤ØæÐ §UÙ ãUæÜæÌ ·¤æð ÕÎÜÙæ ãUæð»æÐ
âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤æð ¥ÂÙè Öêç×·¤æ ·¤× ·¤ÚUÙè
ãUæð»èÐ ØãU ·¤æÈ¤è ¥ÙéˆÂæÎ·¤ ¥æñÚU
»ñÚUÁßæÕÎðãU ãñUÐ ¥æÁ ÂýçÌÖæ, Âê´Áè ¥æñÚU
çÙÁè â´SÍæÙæ´ ð ·¤è Ìæ·¤Ì ·¤æð ÜæÖ·¤æÚUè
¥æñÚU »ñÚUÜæÖ·¤æÚUè, ÎæðÙæð´ ÿæð˜ææð ´ ×ð´ ×ãUâêâ
ç·¤Øæ Áæ â·¤Ìæ ãñUÐ

×ðÚUæ ·¤ãUÙð ·¤æ ÌæˆÂØü ØãU ãñU ç·¤ ¥»ÚU
âÚU·¤æÚU àææ¢çÌ ·¤æØ× ·¤ÚUÙð, Ìˆ·¤æÜ ‹ØæØ
ÂýÎæÙ ·¤ÚUÙð ¥æñÚU Üæ»Ì ·¤× ·¤ÚUÙð ×ð ´
âãæØÌæ ·¤ÚðU Ìæð ÖæÚUÌ ÌðÁè âð Âý»çÌ ·¤ÚU
â·¤Ìæ ãñUÐ ¥»ÚU °ðâæ ãéU¥æ Ìæð çÙÁè
â¢SÍæÙæð´ ·¤æð Öè ÂýæðˆâæãUÙ ç×Üð»æ ¥æñÚU ßð
ãUÚUâ¢Öß ÌÚUè·ð¤ âð ¥ÂÙæ ÙÁçÚUØæ âæ×Ùð
ÚU¹ â·ð´¤»ðÐ ¥»ÚU ãU× °ðâæ ·¤ÚU ÂæÌð ãñ ´ U
Ìæð âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤æð ·¤× ·¤ÚU ·¤è ¥æßàØ·¤Ìæ
ãUæð»èÐ ßãU ¥ÂÙè ª¤Áæü ßëçf ·¤æð »çÌ ÂýÎæÙ
·¤ÚUÙð ×ð´ Ü»æ â·¤Ìè ãñUÐ ÌÕ âãUè ×æØÙð
×ð´ ¥‘ÀðU çÎÙ ¥æ°¢»ðÐ

¥»ÚU âÚU·¤æÚU àææ¢çÌ ·¤æØ× ·¤ÚUÙð, Ìˆ·¤æÜ ‹ØæØ ÂýÎæÙ ·¤ÚUÙð ¥æñÚU
Üæ»Ì ·¤× ·¤ÚUÙð ×ð´ âãæØÌæ ·¤ÚðU Ìæð ÖæÚUÌ ÌðÁè âð Âý»çÌ ·¤ÚU â·¤Ìæ
ãñUÐ çßSÌæÚU âð ÕÌæ ÚUãðU ãñ´U Îðßæçàæá Õâé

¥‘ÀðU çÎÙæð´ ·¤æ ¥æ»×Ù
¥æñÚU âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤è Öêç×·¤æ

¥ÁØ ×ôã¢UÌè

¿éÙæßè ·¤ôÜæãUÜ ·ð¤ Õè¿ ×ð́ °·¤
Öèá‡æ ¿·ý¤ßæÌè ÌêÈ¤æÙ ·¤æ ÎSÌ·¤
ÎðÙæ ¥‘ÀUè ÕæÌ ÙãUè´ ãñÐ ·é¤ÀU
â×Ø ·ð¤ çÜ° ÌêÈ¤æÙ âð ÁéÇ̧Uè ÕæÌð́
âéç¹üØô´ ×ð´ ÚUãUè´ ¥õÚU §â ÎõÚUæÙ
ÚUæÁÙèçÌ ·ð¤ Öè ÕçȨ́UØæ ×õ·ð¤ ÕÙðÐ
×âÜÙ, ÌêÈ¤æÙè çßÂÎæ âð çÙÂÅUÙð
·ð¤ çÜ° ç·¤âÙð ¥‘ÀUæ ·¤æ× ç·¤Øæ
¥õÚU ç·¤âÙð ÙãUè´ ç·¤Øæ? Üðç·¤Ù
ØãU â¿ ãñU ç·¤ È¤Ùè ÌêÈ¤æÙ Ùð
¥ôçÇUàææ ·ð¤ ÕÇ¸ðU çãUSâð ¥õÚU
Âçà¿× Õ¢»æÜ °ß¢ Õæ¢‚ÜæÎðàæ ×ð´
Öè ·¤æÈ¤è Ùé·¤âæÙ Âãé¢U¿æØæÐ ØãU
¥ÂÙð ÂèÀðU ÅêUÅðU ƒæÚU, çÕÁÜè ·ð¤
ç»ÚðU ¹¢Öô´ ¥õÚU ÉUæ¢¿æ»Ì ÕÚUÕæÎè
·ð¤ çÙàææÙ ÀUôÇ¸U »Øæ ãñUÐ °·¤ ãUè
ÛæÅU·ð¤ ×ð́ ¥ôçÇUàææ Ùð ·¤§ü ßáôZ ·ð¤
¥çÁüÌ çß·¤æâ ÜæÖæ¢àæ ·¤ô »¢ßæ
çÎØæ ãñUÐ

Üðç·¤Ù §â ÌêÈ¤æÙ ·ð¤ ÎõÚUæÙ
×ÚUÙð ßæÜð Üô»ố ·¤è â¢�Øæ ÂãUÜð
âð ·¤× ÚUãUè́Ð §ââð ßñ™ææçÙ·¤ố ¥õÚU
¥ôçÇUàææ ·ð¤ ÂýàææâÙ ·¤è ÌÚUÈ¤ âð
v® Üæ¹ Üô»ô´ ·¤ô âéÚUçÿæÌ
çÙ·¤æÜÙð ¥õÚU ©U‹ãð́U ÚUæãUÌ çàæçßÚUô´
Ì·¤ Âãé¢U¿æÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° ÕÇ¸ðU Âñ×æÙð
ÂÚU ç·¤° »° ¥Î÷ÖéÌ ÂýØæâô´ ·¤æ
Öè ÂÌæ ¿ÜÌæ ãñUÐ §ââð ÂãUÜð
v~~~ ×ð́ ¥ôçÇUàææ ×ð́ ¥æ° çÂÀUÜð
Öèá‡æ ¿·ý¤ßæÌè ÌêÈ¤æÙ ×ð́ ·¤ÚUèÕ
v® ãUÁæÚU Üô»ố ·¤è ×õÌ ãéU§ü ÍèÐ
Üðç·¤Ù §â ÕæÚU v|® ç·¤Üô×èÅUÚU
ÂýçÌ ƒæ¢ÅðU âð Öè ÌðÁ ÚU�ÌæÚU ãUßæ°¢
¿ÜÙð ·ð¤ ÕæßÁêÎ ×ëÌ·¤ô´ ·¤è
â¢�Øæ |® Ì·¤ ãUè âèç×Ì ÚU¹Ùð
×ð´ ·¤æ×ØæÕè ç×Üè ãñUÐ ØãU ·¤ô§ü
ÀUôÅUè ©UÂÜçŽÏ ÙãUè́ ãñUÐ

ãUæÜæ¢ç·¤ ØãU â×ÛæÙð ·¤è
ÁM¤ÚUÌ ãñU ç·¤ ÁÜßæØé ·¤ô Üð·¤ÚU
Áôç¹× ÖÚUè §â ÎéçÙØæ ×ð´ È¤Ùè
ÌêÈ¤æÙ ·¤æ €Øæ ×ÌÜÕ ãñU? ÁÕ
Öè °ðâè ·¤ô§ü Âýæ·ë¤çÌ·¤ ¥æÂÎæ
¥æÌè ãñU Ìô ÁÜßæØé ÂçÚUßÌüÙ ·¤è
ÌÚUÈ¤ ©¢U»çÜØæ¢ ©UÆUÙð Ü»Ìè ãñ´UÐ
Üðç·¤Ù ·ð¤ßÜ ÁÜßæØé ÂçÚUßÌüÙ
·¤ô ãUè °ðâè çßÂÎæ¥ô´ ·ð¤ çÜ°
çÁ�×ðÎæÚU €Øố ÆUãUÚUæØæ Áæ°?

â¢àæØßæÎè §â ÌÚUÈ¤ §àææÚUæ
·¤Úð´U»ð ç·¤ ÌêÈ¤æÙô´ ·¤è â¢�Øæ ×ð´
ÕÉ¸UôÌÚUè çÎ¹æÙð ßæÜð ÆUôâ
¥æ¢·¤Ç¸Uô´ ·¤è ·¤×è ãñUÐ ·é¤ÀU
ÕÎÜæß ¥æØæ ãñU Üðç·¤Ù §â È¤·ü¤
·¤ô ×æÂÙð ßæÜð ·¤æÜ�¥æÏæçÚUÌ
Âñ×æÙæ ·¤æÈ¤è ÙãUè´ ãñUÐ çßàß
×õâ×�çß™ææÙ â¢»ÆUÙ ·¤è
ÁÜßæØé ¥æ·¤ÜÙ çÚUÂôÅüU w®v}
·ð¤ ×éÌæçÕ·¤ ©žæÚUè »ôÜæhü ×ð́ ©UÆUÙð
ßæÜð ©Uc‡æ�·¤çÅUÕ¢Ïè ÌêÈ¤æÙ °·¤
âæÜ ÂãUÜð ·ð¤ {x âð ÕÉ¸U·¤ÚU |y
ãUô »° ÁÕç·¤ Îçÿæ‡æè »ôÜæhü ×ð́
ÎôÙô´ âæÜ ww ÌêÈ¤æÙ ÎÁü ç·¤°
»°Ð °ðâð ×ð´ ¥»ÚU ¥æÂ ¥ÂÙð

Áôç¹× ÂÚU ØãU ÎÜèÜ Îð â·¤Ìð
ãñ́U ç·¤ §â×ð́ ·é¤ÀU Öè ÙØæ ÙãUè́ ãñUÐ
ÌêÈ¤æÙ Ìô ¥æ°¢»ð ¥õÚU Áæ°¢»ðÐ
§â·ð¤ çÜ° ÁÜßæØé ÂçÚUßÌüÙ ·¤ô
ÖÜæ €Øố Îôá Îð́?

â¿ Ìô ØãU ãñU ç·¤ ÖæÚUÌèØ
×õâ×çß™ææÙ çßÖæ»
(¥æ§ü°×ÇUè) ·ð¤ ×éÌæçÕ·¤ §Ù
ÌêÈ¤æÙố ×ð́ ÕÇ̧Uæ È¤æâÜæ ãñUÐ ÌêÈ¤æÙố
·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð´ ¥Ùé×æÙ Ü»æ ÂæÙæ
·¤æÈ¤è ×éçà·¤Ü ãUôÌæ Áæ ÚUãUæ ãñUÐ
ãUæÜæ¢ç·¤ ·é¤ÀU ßáôZ ×ð́ ¥æ§ü°×ÇUè
Ùð ÌêÈ¤æÙô´ ·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð´ ¥Ùé×æÙ
Ü»æÙð ·ð¤ çß™ææÙ ×ð́ ¹éÎ ·¤ô ·¤æÈ¤è
çâhãUSÌ ·¤ÚU çÜØæ ãñU Üðç·¤Ù ØãU
¥Õ Öè âè¹Ùð ·ð¤ ÎõÚU âð »éÁÚU
ÚUãUæ ãñU Ìæç·¤ ÌêÈ¤æÙô´ ·ð¤ ©UÎ÷Öß
°ß¢ ÂýâæÚU ·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð´ ¥Ùé×æÙ
Ü»æÙð ·¤è Ì·¤Ùè·¤ ¥õÚU ÂhçÌ
·¤ô ÕðãUÌÚU ç·¤Øæ Áæ â·ð¤Ð

¥æ§ü°×ÇUè ·¤ô ßáü w®v| ·ð¤
¥æç¹ÚU ×ð́ ·ð¤ÚUÜ ·ð¤ ÌÅUèØ §Üæ·¤ố
×ð́ ¥æ° ÌêÈ¤æÙ Ò¥ô·¤¿èÓ Ùð ÂãUÜæ
ÛæÅU·¤æ çÎØæ ÍæÐ ·¤§ü Üô»ô´ ·¤è
ÁæÙ ÜðÙð ßæÜð ¥õÚU â×é¼ý ×ð́ »°
×ÀéU¥æÚUô´ ·¤ô â¢·¤ÅU ×ð´ ÇUæÜÙð
ßæÜæ ØãU ÌêÈ¤æÙ ÀUãU ƒæ¢ÅUô´ ·ð¤
ÖèÌÚU ãUè »ãUÚðU ÎÕæß ·ð¤ ÿæð˜æ âð
¿·ý¤ßæÌè ÌêÈ¤æÙ ÕÙ »Øæ ÍæÐ ãU×ð́
ØãU ¥ãUâæâ ãUôÙæ ¿æçãU° ç·¤ ©Uâ
ÌêÈ¤æÙ ·¤æ ÂêßæüÙé×æÙ Ü»æÙð ¥õÚU
â×Ø âð ¿ðÌæßÙè ÁæÚUè ·¤ÚUÙð ×ð´
Ùæ·¤æ× ÚUãUÙæ ×ãUÁ ×æÙßèØ
»ÜÌè ÙãUè́ ÍèÐ §â·¤è ßÁãU °ðâð
¿·ý¤ßæÌè ÌêÈ¤æÙ ·¤è ¥âæ×æ‹Ø
Âý·ë¤çÌ Íè çÁâð ÂãUÜð ·¤Öè Öè
ÙãUè´ Îð¹æ »Øæ ÍæÐ §âÙð ¥ÂÙè
çÎàææ ÕÎÜ Üè ¥õÚU ¥Ùé×æÙô´ âð
°·¤Î× ¥Ü» ÚU�ÌæÚU Â·¤Ç¸U Üè
¥õÚU ÂãUÜð ·¤Öè Öè ÙãUè´ Îð¹è
»§ü »çÌ âð ÕȨ́Ìð ãéU° ¥çÏ·¤ Âý¿¢ÇU
M¤Â ¥ç�ÌØæÚU ·¤ÚU çÜØæÐ
ßñ™ææçÙ·¤ố Ùð ©Uâ ÌêÈ¤æÙ ·¤è Âý·ë¤çÌ
×ð́ ÕÎÜæß ·¤æ °·¤ ·¤æÚU‡æ Ìô ØãU
ÕÌæØæ ç·¤ â×é¼ý ×ð́ ÕÙð ÕðãUÎ »×ü
ÿæð̃ æ ·¤è ßÁãU âð ÌêÈ¤æÙ ·¤è çÎàææ
¥õÚU ÚU�ÌæÚU ÕÎÜ »§üÐ

Üðç·¤Ù §â ÕæÚU ¥æ§ü°×ÇUè §Ù
ÕÎÜæßô´ ·ð¤ çÜ° ÂãUÜð âð ÌñØæÚU

ÍæÐ ©UâÙð ¥ô·¤¿è ÌêÈ¤æÙ âð ç×Üð
·¤Ç¸Ußð âÕ·¤ ·¤ô Õ¹êÕè âè¹æ
ÍæÐ §â·ð¤ ¥æÏæÚU ÂÚU ßñ™ææçÙ·¤ô´
Ùð ¥çÏ·¤ ÂçÚUc·ë¤Ì ©UÂ·¤ÚU‡æô´ ·¤æ
§SÌð×æÜ ·¤ÚUÌð ãéU° ¥ÂÙð
ÂêßæüÙé×æÙ ×æòÇUÜ ·¤ô âéÏæÚUæÐ
Üðç·¤Ù ÂçÚUßÌüÙ ·¤è »çÌ §ÌÙè
ÌðÁ ãñU ç·¤ ßáü w®v| ×ð´ âè¹æ
ãéU¥æ âÕ·¤ Öè §ÌÙè ÁËÎ ÂéÚUæÙæ
ãUô »Øæ ãñUÐ

§â ×æ×Üð ×ð´ È¤Ùè ÌêÈ¤æÙ Ùð
Îð¹Ìð�ãUè�Îð¹Ìð Âý¿¢ÇU âð ÕðãUÎ
Âý¿¢ÇU M¤Â ¥ç�ÌØæÚU ·¤ÚU çÜØæ
¥õÚU çÙÏæüçÚUÌ â×Ø âð ÂãUÜð ãUè
ÌÅUèØ §Üæ·¤ô´ Ì·¤ Âãé¢U¿ »ØæÐ
ØãU §â Ì‰Ø ·ð¤ ÕæßÁêÎ ãéU¥æ ç·¤
ÖæÚUÌ ×ð́ ¿·ý¤ßæÌ ·¤æ ¥Õ ·¤æÈ¤è
¥‘ÀUæ ÂêßæüÙé×æÙ ãUôÙð Ü»æ ãñUÐ
ÁÚUæ âôç¿° ç·¤ §â·¤æ ¥âÜè
ß€Ì ×ð́ €Øæ ×ÌÜÕ ãñU? È¤Ùè ·¤ô
ÎôÂãUÚ ·ð¤ ÕæÎ ¥ôçÇUàææ ·ð¤ ÌÅ
Ì·¤ Âãé¢U¿Ùæ Íæ ¥õÚU ©Uâ·ð¤ ÂãUÜð
©UÙ §Üæ·¤ô´ âð Üô»ô´ ·¤ô âéÚUçÿæÌ
çÆU·¤æÙô´ Ì·¤ Âãé¢¿æÙð ·¤è ¿éÙõÌè
ÍèÐ Üðç·¤Ù È¤Ùè Ùð âéÕãU ·ð¤
â×Ø ãUè ÂêÚUè ÌèßýÌæ âð ÎSÌ·¤ Îð
ÎèÐ ãUæÜæ¢ç·¤ ÚUæ…Ø âÚU·¤æÚU Ùð
çÙÏæüçÚUÌ â×Ø âð ÂãUÜð ãUè Üô»ố
·¤ô âéÚUçÿæÌ çÙ·¤æÜ·¤ÚU ¥ÂÙè
ÕðãUÌÚU ÌñØæÚUè ·¤æ ÂçÚU¿Ø çÎØæÐ

È¤Ùè Ùð ÖèÌÚUè §Üæ·¤ố ·¤æ L¤¹
ç·¤Øæ ¥õÚU ÖéßÙðàßÚU Ì·¤ ÚU�ÌæÚU
×ð́ ç·¤âè ·¤×è ·ð¤ Õ»ñÚU Áæ Âãé¢U¿æ
ÍæÐ ØãU ¥ÂÙð ¥æÂ ×ð´
¥æà¿ØüÁÙ·¤ ÕæÌ ãñU €Øô´ç·¤
ç·¤âè Öè ÌêÈ¤æÙ ·¤ô ÌèßýÌæ ÕÙæ°
ÚU¹Ùð ¥õÚU ÖæÚUè ÕæçÚUàæ ·¤ÚUÙð ·ð¤
çÜ° Á×èÙè §Üæ·ð¤ ×ð´ Ù×è ·¤è
ÁM¤ÚUÌ ãUôÌè ãñUÐ §â ÕæÚU ØãU
ÌêÈ¤æÙ Öèá‡æ »×èü ·ð¤ â×Ø ¥æØæ
ãñU ÁÕç·¤ §â â×Ø ×ð́ ç·¤âè Öè
âêÚUÌ ×ð´ â×é¼ýè ÌêÈ¤æÙ ·¤Öè ÙãUè´
¥æÌð ãñ´UÐ ØãU ÖèÌÚUè §Üæ·¤ô´ ×ð´
·ñ¤âð ¥õÚU €Øô´ Âãé¢U¿æ? ÖçßcØ
×ð´ §â ÌÚUãU ·¤æ ¥Ùé×æÙ ·ñ¤âð
Ü»æØæ ÁæÙæ ¿æçãU°?

È¤Ùè ãU×ð´ ·¤§ü ÕæÌð´ ÕÌæÌæ ãñUÐ
ÂãUÜæ, ãU×ð´ ×õâ× ·ð¤ çß™ææÙ
¥õÚU ¥æÂÎæ âð Ìˆ·¤æÜ çÙÂÅUÙð
·ð¤ çÜ° âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤è ÿæ×Ìæ ÕÉ¸UæÙð
×ð´ çÙßðàæ ·¤ÚUÙæ ãUô»æÐ ÎêâÚUæ,
ÌêÈ¤æÙô´ ·¤è â¢�Øæ ·ð¤ ¥æÏæÚU ÂÚU
ãU× ØãU ÙÌèÁæ ÙãUè´ çÙ·¤æÜ
â·¤Ìð ãñ´U ç·  ÎéçÙØæ ¥çÏ·¤ Øæ
·¤× âéÚUçÿæÌ ãñUÐ Üðç·¤Ù âÕâð
¥ãU× ÕæÌ, ØãU ãU×ð´ ÕÌæÌæ ãñU
ç·¤ ÖçßcØ ¥çÏ·¤ Áôç¹×
ßæÜæ ãñU ¥õÚU ¥Ùé×æÙô´ âð ÂÚðU
¥ÂýˆØæçàæÌ ãñUÐ §â ãU·¤è·¤Ì ·ð¤
ÂýçÌ Áæ»M¤·¤ ãUôÙð ·¤æ ß€Ì ¥æ
»Øæ ãñUÐ ¥Õ â×Ø ÙãUè´ »¢ßæØæ
Áæ â·¤Ìæ ãñUÐ

ÖæÚUÌèØ ÚUæ…Ø ·ð¤ SßM¤Â ×ð´ 
âéÏæÚU ·¤ô ÎðÙè ãUô»è Ìß”æô

Á×èÙè ãU·¤è·¤Ì
âéÙèÌæ ÙæÚUæØ‡æ

v®x ÙæÕæÎ
çÂÀUÜð çÎÙæð ´ â¢Â‹Ù Üæð·¤âÖæ
¿éÙæß ×ð´ v®x ßáü ·ð¤ àØæ× âÚUÙ
Ùð»è Ùð ¥ÂÙæ ßæðÅU ÇUæÜæÐ âÙ
v~zv ·ð¤ Üæð·¤âÖæ ¿éÙæß âð
ßæðÅU ÇUæÜ ÚUãðU Ùð»è Ùð xwßè´ ÕæÚU
ßæðÅU ÇUæÜæÐ ©U‹ãUæ ð ´Ùð ãUÚU ÕæÚU
çãU×æ¿Ü ÂýÎðàæ ·ð¤ ç·¤‹ÙæñÚU çÁÜð
·ð¤ ·¤æÜÂæ »æ¢ß ·ð¤ ×ÌÎæÙ ·ð´¤¼ý
ÂÚU ãUè ¥ÂÙð ×ÌæçÏ·¤æÚU ·¤æ
ÂýØæð» ç·¤Øæ ãñUÐ Ùð»è Ùð v{ ÕæÚU
Üæð·¤âÖæ ¿éÙæß ×ð´ ßæðÅU ÇUæÜæ
ãñUÐ ßãU vx çßÏæÙâÖæ ¿éÙæßæð ´
¥æñÚU Îæð ÿæð˜æèØ ÂçÚUáÎ ¿éÙæßæð´ ×ð´
Öè ×ÌÎæÙ ·¤ÚU ¿é·ð¤ ãñ´UÐ SÍæÙèØ
ÂýàææâÙ Ùð ©UÙ·¤æð ƒæÚU âð ×ÌÎæÙ
·ð´¤¼ý Ì·¤ Üð ÁæÙð ·¤è ÃØßSÍæ
·¤ÚUæ§ü Áæð ·¤ÚUèÕ ãUè ÂýæÍç×·¤
çßlæÜØ ×ð´ çSÍÌ ÍæÐ ßãUæ¢
©UÙ·¤æ Á×·¤ÚU Sßæ»Ì ç·¤Øæ
»ØæÐ »õÚUÌÜÕ ãñU ç·¤ Üô·¤âÖæ
¿éÙæß ·¤æ ¥¢çÌ× ¿ÚU‡æ v~ ×§ü
·¤ô â×æŒÌ ãUô »Øæ ãñUÐ ¥¢çÌ×
¿ÚU‡æ ·¤æ ×ÌÎæÙ ¹ˆ× ãUôÙð ·ð¤
âæÍ ãUè °ç‚ÁÅU ÂôÜ ¥æÙð Ü»ð
ÌÍæ ¿éÙæß ÂçÚU‡ææ× wx ×§ü
·¤ô ¥æ°¢»ðÐ
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